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Obama elected, one 10r his

First Dems controlled White
House, Congress since '94

Valiey Press statt
and wire services

WASHINGTON Barack
Obama swept to v as the na
ton’s first black president Tuesday
night in an electoral college |and-
slide that overcame racial barriers
as old as America itself

“Change has come,” he told a
jubilant hometown Chicago crowd
estimated at nearly a quarter-mil
lien people.

The son of a black father from
K and a white mother from
. the Democratic senator
from [llinois Sealed his historic tr
umph by defeating Republ
John McCain in a string of
hard-fought battle grot
— Ohio, Florida, lowa

Both parties find something to cheer in AV Early votes

Local leaders
spin national,
state results

By JULIE DRAKE
and JAMES RUFUS KOREN
Vailey Press Staff Writers

PALMDALE — Members of the
Antelope Valley Republican and
Demaocratic parties had something to
cheer about Tuesday night as Demo-
cfat Barack Obama rolled to a deci-
Slee victory over Republican John

A, while Palmdale Mayor Pro
3 ht appeared headed
ory in the 36th Assembly
‘ace based on early elaction

ublicans gathered at Steer 'n
tin Restaurant & Catering while
Democrats held their Election Night
party at the Hilton Garden Inn

The television screens at the Steer
n' Stein brought gloomy news for Re-
publicans as the cable news channel
reported Obama's victory, Guests
included Knight's friends, family and
supporters who not only worked on
Knight's behalf but also in support of
Republican John McCain

Any excitement or joy  over
early results that leaned heavily in
Knight's faver for the Assembly race
were tempered by the reality that
their presidential candidate lost in
his bid to be become the nation's
44th president

Among the approximately 125
people gathered at the restaurant
wncluded Palmdale City Councilmen
Mike Dispenza and Tom Lackey,
Larry Grooms, an aide to Assemb) ¥
woman Sharon Runner, R-Lancaster:
Lancaster Vice Mayor Ron Smith;
and Isaac Barcelona, president of
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He captured Virginia, 1o, the first ed from Atlanta to New York and
candidate of his party in 44 veurs | of Obama's
to do 5o ¢ erowd filled
On a night for Democrats t nt of the
vor, they not only elected Obama
nation’s 44th president but padded
their majonities 1n the House and
Senate, and in ry wall control
id Congress
L time since 1994
A survey of voters leaving poll
ing places showed the econo,
by far the top Electic
Six in 10 vote
the other top 1
terrorism and hes
picked by more than
Obama's el
oric rise — fre tor t f Gl veurs | ; : 5.4 rally Tues

to president-elect in four s y : !hﬁa:r. R A ——— &
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see Knight
in the lead

By JAMES RUFUS KOREN

See KNIGHT on A5
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KNIGHT

Up-to-the-minute

results from elections
MOLLY HAUXWELLValley Press
ELECTION KNIGHT — Thirty-sixth District Assembly candidate Steve Knight, left, chats Tuesday with a childhood friend while < ipporter Dawd
Orosco looks up results on his Blackberry at Knight's election party at the Steer 'n Stein

might slow delivery

the Antelope Valley Republican As
sembly. Many of the women in the
side room wore bright red sweaters
or jackets remuniscent of McCain's
runming mate, Alaska Gov Sarah
Palin.

The guests sat at long tables cov
ered with white table cloths and red
and blue run down the middle
The banquet-style dinners included

ing chicken kebok
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