[bookmark: _GoBack]TOPLINE – everything you mention has to do with economic development in a way 

EXA: We need to get America back to work. Too many families are still struggling today and enough is enough.  For too long, lawmakers have been looking out for themselves instead of looking out for the middle class. I want to focus on job creation and economic growth, not on scoring political points by handing out special favors.
 
It’s time to put ourselves back in charge, stop the bleeding of our communities, and build an economy that works for everyone.

Infrastructure
Rural Broadband Access 
· ‘Dig Once’ – a proposal that would require the inclusion of broadband conduit during the construction of any road receiving federal funding. (http://eshoo.house.gov/issues/economy/eshoo-walden-introduce-dig-once-broadband-deployment-bill/)
· As a part of the Energy and Commerce Committee Democrat’s infrastructure proposal, Pallone has a $40 billion proposal to expand broadband, which would get us to universal access. Schumer has said he wants $20 billion. 
· Spend more $ through the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) and defend the Rural Utility Service (RUS) from Trump's crazy attempts to cut it. 
The Energy and Commerce Committee produced a Broadband Infrastructure Package from the last Congress that will likely be revived…. There were several pieces of it, including: 
· Permitting reform and creating an inventory of federal assets... Because Federal lands, buildings and assets can be used as conduits for broadband deployment, this bill would have required executive agencies to provide information to the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) on the locations of existing infrastructure and real property held by the Federal government. This database would be available to entities that build broadband infrastructure
Bridges or Highways 
· We need to give our states and businesses the certainty they need to make investments that will improve our infrastructure and spur new economic development opportunities. 
· We need to be making smart infrastructure investments to improve the conditions of our Nation’s highways, bridges, and public transit systems.
· According to the American Road and Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) nearly 56,000 bridges in the U.S. are structurally deficient – and North Carolina is among the worst. According to the report, 1,790 of the state's 18,099 bridges are classified as structurally deficient or in need of major repairs. http://abc11.com/news/thousands-of-nc-bridges-structurally-deficient-/1756501/ 
Education
· We need to make sure our schools are providing our children with the skills they need to succeed, whether that means putting them on the path to a four year degree or providing the technical education to connect them with the skills to work in a 21st century economy.

A lot of people talk about increased apprenticeship programs – or talent pipelines. Here are some ways to talk about that.

· We need to work together: With businesses on the front lines every day - creating jobs and building a better future for our communities; with educational institutions that provide our talented young people with the skills they need to succeed; this means creating localized talent pipelines to connect our local employers directly to our educational institutions.

· It is vital that we ensure that within our budget federal programs that support states who implement and maintain apprenticeship programs and job training programs. 

· Just recently, Congressman Mark Pocan (WI) introduced a bill that would outline national standards for apprenticeship programs and make sure apprenticeship programs are preparing people for the jobs they need. 



Clean Energy
· I am a strong proponent of sustainable and renewable energy to grow our economy and break our addiction to foreign fossil fuels.
· The new energy economy presents a tremendous opportunity to position ourselves as a leader in the 21st century energy economy 
 
· When it comes to issues of energy and the environment, my goal will always be to strike the right balance between protecting our environment and making sure we’re growing our economy and creating jobs.  (This is going to be dependent on how enviro pro you want to be?)

· Producing more clean energy at home is a way to clean up our environment, create more middle class jobs, and reduce our dependency on foreign oil

· It’s important to understand that capitalizing on the renewable energy potential in North Carolina can be a pathway to job growth.  We can leverage the energy resources we have right here at home and lower the cost of doing business which can both create and maintain jobs. 

· The government offers financial incentives for companies that switch to alternative energy sources. Tax breaks are one way the government helps out those companies; the Residential Renewable Tax Credit, the Production Tax Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credit (ITC) all of which make it easier to utilize and encourage the use of renewable energy sources in our homes and businesses.  

· As a part of the Energy and Commerce Committee Democrat’s infrastructure proposal, funding is included for ‘modern, secure, efficient, and resilient electric grid infrastructure, resilient and renewable energy supply including methane pipeline replacement, for energy efficiency efforts and smart communities’
· When you talk about ‘green jobs’ you should talk about good jobs.  This can get touchy with labor groups who would want the jobs to be unionized - framing it as a way to bring good jobs to the community is better frame than just saying green or clean jobs – they don’t like the negative connotation that comes with calling their other jobs dirty.

