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Tony Gonzales (TX-23) Research Report 
The following report contains research on Tony Gonzales, a Republican candidate in Texas’s 

23rd district. Research for this research book was conducted by the DCCC’s Research 
Department between December 2019 and February 2020. By accepting this report, you are 

accepting responsibility for all information and analysis included. Therefore, it is your 
responsibility to verify all claims against the original documentation before you make use of 
it. Make sure you understand the facts behind our conclusions before making any specific 

charges against anyone. 
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Key Findings 
 

Gonzales Is Bad For Texans’ Health Care 

 

Gonzales Supported “Eliminating” The ACA. A Texas newspaper reported on Gonzales’s entry into the race for 

TX-35, before his switch to TX-23, and noted that he wanted to “replace the Affordable Care Act.” Gonzales has 

declined to explain what this means in any detail. Gonzales later submitted a questionnaire saying he supporting 

“eliminating” the ACA and moving toward “a free market system.”  

 

Gonzales Supported A Plan That Would Result In Devastating Cuts To Social Security And Medicare. 

Gonzales has expressed his support for a radical and destructive budget cut known as the “Penny Plan” which 

would lead to cuts of over $200 billion to Medicare and $1 trillion to Social Security. These radical cuts would 

threaten the health and livelihood of over 125,000 Texans living in the 23rd District who receive Medicare benefits. 

 

Gonzales Used Strawman Attacks On Socialism, Prominent Democrats, and Presidential Candidates To 

Deflect From Discussions Of Health Care Policy. Instead of addressing his position on healthcare, Gonzales 

instead incessantly attacked Nancy Pelosi, Gina Ortiz Jones, and others who he branded as “Socialist” Democrats. 

Gonzales also deflected by attacking Medicare for All proposals as well as Democratic candidates for President. 

 

Gonzales Ran An Incompetent Campaign That Ran Afoul Of The Law 

 

Gonzales Stumbled Through The Contentious TX-23 GOP Primary, And Hugged Trump In Order To Get 

Across The Finish Line.. In the initial primary election in March 2020, Gonzales failed to win even 30% of the 

vote, sending it to a runoff. Gonzales and his opponent Raul Reyes exchanged bitter words including accusations of 

socialism or being blatant liars. In the midst of this mudslinging and Reyes obtaining the endorsement of Ted Cruz, 

Gonzales was desperate for a Trump endorsement, and tried to portray himself as a Trump purist. He eventually 

received at the pleading of Gonzales’ allies in Washington, like Kevin McCarthy. 

 

Gonzales Received Campaign Contributions Mostly From Himself And Family. Gonzales boasted of raising 

over $100,000 in Q3 of 2019. However, Gonzales and his family collectively contributed over half of all campaign 

receipts in Q3. This includes a $65,000 loan from Gonzales to his own campaign and even a $400 contribution 

from his teenage daughter, Christina. As of Q4 2019, the total amount of contributions from Gonzales’s family was 

$32,421, over 12% of individual contributions. 

 

Gonzales Received Contributions From A College Professor That Resulted In FEC Action. David Butler, a 

professor at the University of Southern Mississippi where Gonzales worked on his Ph.D, contributed to the 

Gonzales Campaign via a Corporation. The FEC sent a letter noting that the contributions were disallowed and the 

Gonzales campaign returned the funds. Butler also exceeded allowable maximums for the campaign’s primary and 

general election funds through an affiliated LLC, which has not been addressed by the FEC as of Q4 2019 filings. 

 

Gonzales Violated Defense Department Regulation Multiple Times In The Early Months Of His Campaign. 

Gonzales began organizing his campaign prior to his discharge from the Navy, violating Department of Defense 

Regulations in the process. Gonzales also received contributions from fellow servicemembers prior to the discharge 

date, a further violation of DoD Regulations. 
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Gonzales Is Bad For Texans’ Health Care 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales supported eliminating the Affordable Care Act. 

 

✓ Gonzales supported a plan that would result in devasting cuts to Social Security and Medicare.  

 

✓ Gonzales repeatedly attacked socialism, which he associated with Nancy Pelosi and Gina Ortiz Jones, as 

a distraction from his positions on health care. 

 

✓ Gonzales avoided discussing his own health care stances and instead focused on attacking 

national Democrats and Medicare for All. 

 

 

Gonzales Was Bad For Texans’ Health Care  

 

Gonzales Supported Eliminating The Affordable Care Act 

 

Gonzales Supported “Eliminating” The Affordable Care Act, Saying He Wanted To “Move Back Towards A 

Free Market System.” Q: “How would you promote healthcare coverage that is adequate, affordable and 

accessible for all?” GONZALES: “By eliminating Obama Care ( ACA ) we need to move back towards a free 

market system that allows health care companies to properly compete against each other for free enterprise and 

competitive rates. The exponential rise in healthcare costs for citizens is unacceptable and we need to return back to 

free enterprise. Pre existing conditions will be covered to ensure that citizens are covered and not left between the 

cracks.” [iVoterGuide – Candidate Profile: Tony Gonzales, accessed 8/24/20] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Allow Insurers To Deny Or Charge More If An Individual Has A Pre-Existing 

Condition 

 

The Affordable Care Act Prevented Insurers From Denying Coverage Or Charging More If An Individual 

Had A Pre-Existing Condition. “In the old days, insurance companies had ways to avoid selling policies to people 

who were likely to cost more than insurers wanted to spend. They might deny them coverage outright, or exclude 

coverage for a known condition, or charge so much that insurance became unaffordable. The Affordable Care Act 

boxes out the old insurance practices with a package of legal moves. First, it says point-blank that carriers ‘may not 

impose any preexisting condition exclusion.’ It backs that up with another section that says they ‘may not establish 

rules for eligibility’ based on health status, medical condition, claims experience or medical history.” [Politifact, 

10/17/18] 

 

312,700 Non-Elderly Persons In Texas’ 23rd Congressional District Had Pre-Existing Conditions. [Center for 

American Progress, 10/2/19] 

 

2017: Repeal Could Have Denied Coverage To As Many As 133 Million Americans.  “This analysis updates 

that earlier study. It confirms that a large fraction of non-elderly Americans have pre-existing health conditions: at 

least 23 percent of Americans (61 million people) using a narrow definition based on eligibility criteria for pre-

ACA state high-risk pools, or as many as 51 percent (133 million people) using a broader definition closer to the 

underwriting criteria used by insurers prior to the ACA. Any of these 133 million Americans could have been 

denied coverage, or offered coverage only at an exorbitant price, had they needed individual market health 

insurance before 2014.” [HHS.gov, Issue Brief, 1/5/17] 

 

https://ivoterguide.com/candidate?elecK=671&raceK=6581&primarypartyk=R&canK=48845
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2018/oct/17/pre-existing-conditions-does-any-gop-proposal-matc/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2019/10/02/475030/number-americans-preexisting-conditions-district-116th-congress/
https://aspe.hhs.gov/system/files/pdf/255396/Pre-ExistingConditions.pdf
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Repealing The ACA Would Create An “Age Tax” 

 

The Affordable Care Act Established A 3:1 Limit On Age Rating Of Health Insurance Premiums. “The 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) established a 3:1 limit on age rating of health insurance premiums, meaning that 

insurance companies cannot charge older adults more than three times the amount younger adults are charged for 

the same coverage. This limit is a critical consumer protection that ensures older adults—specifically those ages 50 

to 64 who are not yet eligible for Medicare—have access to affordable health insurance coverage.” [AARP, 1/2017] 

 

If The Affordable Care Act Were Fully Repealed, The Health Care Market Would Return To “Insurance 

Companies Routinely Charged Older People Much Higher Amounts Than Younger People For The Same 

Coverage.” “Prior to enactment of the ACA, many older adults ages 50–64 who were not old enough to be eligible 

for Medicare but who did not have coverage through an employer had difficulty obtaining health insurance 

coverage on their own in the individual market. If coverage was available, older adults were often charged much 

higher premiums due to their age or a preexisting condition, making it unaffordable and out of reach. […] 

Consequently, insurance companies routinely charged older people much higher amounts than younger people for 

the same coverage in the individual health insurance market.” [AARP, 1/2017] 

 

Brookings: ‘Nearly Every ACA Replacement Plan Involves Widening The Age Rating Bands… Proposals 

Suggest Changing The Current 3:1 Ratio To 5:1 Or 6:1 Or Eliminating It Altogether.’ “Loosen age rating 

restrictions in the individual market. Nearly every ACA replacement plan involves widening the age rating bands 

that currently restrict insurers from setting premiums for the oldest adults in the individual market (64 year olds) 

that are more than three times the premium they charge a 21-year old for the same coverage. Proposals suggest 

changing the current 3:1 ratio to 5:1 or 6:1 or eliminating it altogether.” [Brookings, 12/13/16] 

 

Senate’s Better Care Reconciliation Act Included A 5:1 Age Rating Limit. “This summary describes key 

provisions of H.R. 1628, the Better Care Reconciliation Act of 2017, an amendment in the nature of a substitute 

proposed in the Senate on June 22, 2017 and revised most recently on July 20, 2017,as a plan to repeal and 

replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and make fundamental changes to Medicaid financing through the 

Fiscal Year 2017 budget reconciliation process. […] Modify age rating limit to permit variation of 5:1, unless 

states adopt different ratios, effective 2019.” [KFF, 7/20/17] 

 

House-Passed American Health Care Act Included A 5:1 Age Rating Limit. “This summary describes key 

provisions of H.R. 1628, the American Health Care Act, as approved by the House of Representatives on May 

4, 2017, as a plan to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA) through the Fiscal Year 2017 budget 

reconciliation process. […] Modify age rating limit to permit variation of 5:1, unless states adopt different 

ratios, effective 2018.” [AARP, 5/2017] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Raise Out-Of-Pocket Costs, Decrease Benefits, And Eliminate Financial 

Assistance That Allows Millions To Afford Premiums 

 

USA Today: “Repealing Health Care Law Would Mean Higher Costs.” “Republicans may not agree with 

President Obama’s State of the Union call to drop the idea of repealing the Affordable Care Act, but health experts 

say the law has taken such hold that it may be impossible to get rid of it. The consequences of repeal, health care 

officials and industry analysts say, go beyond the fact that 9 million people would suddenly lose their insurance or 

that anyone with a pre-existing condition would either lose insurance or pay much higher premiums. All consumers 

would take a huge financial hit, because health care costs would continue to rise, and insurers would probably 

recoup their losses by charging higher premiums.” [USA Today, 2/01/14] 

 

NPR: Before The Affordable Care Act, Insurance Companies Sold Policies That Excluded Pregnancy And 

Mental Health Care; 9 Percent Of Policies Didn’t Cover Prescription Drugs. “That’s because if insurance 

companies don’t have a list of medical services they have to include in their policies, they can sell stripped-down 

policies and then charge extra for specific types of coverage. This isn’t theoretical.  Before the Affordable Care Act 

went into effect, insurance companies routinely found ways to avoid paying for expensive health care. Beyond 

https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/ppi/2017-01/Protecting-Affordable-Health-Insurance-for-Older.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/ppi/2017-01/Protecting-Affordable-Health-Insurance-for-Older.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/research/why-repealing-the-aca-before-replacing-it-wont-work-and-what-might/
http://files.kff.org/attachment/Summary-of-the-Better-Care-Reconciliation-Act-Updated-072017
http://files.kff.org/attachment/Proposals-to-Replace-the-Affordable-Care-Act-Summary-of-the-American-Health-Care-Act
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/02/01/repealing-the-aca-could-hurt-everybody-experts-say/5055395/
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refusing to cover people with existing medical conditions, they sold policies that excluded coverage for some 

medical care, including prenatal care, childbirth and mental health care. According to the Century Foundation, 9 

percent of policies didn’t even cover prescription drugs.” [NPR, 3/23/17] 

 

Before The Affordable Care Act, 39 Percent Of Plans Did Not Cover Mental Health Care, And Those 

That Did Often Offered Limited Coverage. “A survey by HealthPocket Inc. shows that before Obamacare, 

only 61 percent of health plans included coverage for mental health care, and that coverage was often 

limited.” [NPR, 3/23/17] 

 

Before The Affordable Care Act, Only 6 Percent Of Individual Market Insurance Plans Offered 

Maternity Coverage, And Maternity Riders Often Had Expensive Premiums And High Deductibles. “A 

2012 study by the National Women’s Law Center found that, before Obamacare, only about 6 percent of 

policies available on the individual insurance market included maternity coverage. One plan offered a maternity 

rider that cost more than $1,600 a month on top of the regular premium. Many of those policies had maternity-

specific deductibles as high as $10,000, or did not actually kick in for two years. Even insurance provided by 

employers had limits for maternity care. A study by Truven found that in 2010, women who had insurance 

through their employers still paid about $12,000 to $16,000 for childbirth.” [NPR, 3/23/17] 

 

2013: Repeal Could Lose Financial Help For Getting Coverage For Almost 11 Million Americans. “About 15 

million people currently purchase health insurance on their own, using the individual market. And about 70 percent 

of them -- about 10.8 million people -- will qualify for the financial help buying coverage under the health-care law, 

according to a new study out Thursday from Families USA. Their analysis suggests that many Americans receiving 

cancellation notices would receive assistance through the health overhaul, either by qualifying for subsidies to 

purchase a private plan or through Medicaid, the public program that serves low-income Americans.” [Washington 

Post, 11/21/13] 

 

Repealing The Affordable Care Act Would Increase Insurance Premiums; According To The 

Washington Post, “Many Would Find They Could No Longer Afford Coverage.” “The ACA, also known 

as Obamacare, provides subsidies to help subscribers afford the cost of individual policies. The law also 

required all Americans, with a few exceptions, to have insurance. Without the subsidies or the requirement that 

all Americans have coverage, experts say the healthiest customers would cease buying insurance if they do not 

have policies through their employers or through the government. As a result, insurers would be forced to 

increase premiums to cover the cost of treating those sicker patients who remain. Many would find they could 

no longer afford coverage.” [Washington Post, 12/7/16] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Raise Drug Costs For Seniors 

 

CMS: Affordable Care Act Has Helped 7.3 Million Seniors Save $8.9 Billion In Prescription Drug Costs.  

“ObamaCare has saved seniors and people with disabilities nearly $9 billion in prescription drug costs, according to 

data touted Tuesday by the Obama administration. According to the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services, 

7.3 million people who reached the ‘doughnut hole’ in their Medicare prescription drug coverage have saved $8.9 

billion on their prescription drugs since the law was enacted in 2010. That’s an average savings of $1,209 per 

person.” [The Hill, 11/26/13] 

 

Repeal Would Re-Open Medicare Prescription-Drug Doughnut Hole. “There’s a Medicare prescription-drug 

coverage abyss that is playfully referred to as the ‘doughnut hole,’ though there is nothing sweet or amusing about 

it. But thanks to the Affordable Care Act, which had a rocky launch last week, Medicare beneficiaries will see that 

gap shrink again in 2013 and each year until 2020.” [Wall Street Journal, 10/06/13] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Take Away Coverage From Millions  

 

2020: 1,958,000 Texans Would Lose Coverage Under The Health Care Repeal Lawsuit. [Center for American 

Progress, 6/24/20] 

http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/23/521220359/gop-health-bill-changes-could-kill-protections-for-people-with-preexisting-condi
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/23/521220359/gop-health-bill-changes-could-kill-protections-for-people-with-preexisting-condi
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/23/521220359/gop-health-bill-changes-could-kill-protections-for-people-with-preexisting-condi
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/11/21/want-to-debate-obamacares-cancellations-you-need-to-see-this-study-first/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/12/07/how-repealing-obamacare-would-punish-the-working-class/?utm_term=.0c073c42b19b
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/191443-cms-obamacare-has-saved-seniors-89-billion
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303722604579111170290397770
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2020/06/24/486768/health-care-repeal-lawsuit-strip-coverage-23-million-americans/
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2020: 23 Million Americans Would Lose Coverage Under The Health Care Repeal Lawsuit. [Center for 

American Progress, 6/24/20] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would End Local Investment In Community Health Centers 

 

HHS: Community Health Centers Expanded to Create 35,000 New Jobs and Add 4 Million New Patients 

Since 2009. “Today, approximately 1,200 health centers operate more than 9,000 service delivery sites that provide 

care to over 21 million patients in every State, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and 

the Pacific Basin.  Since the beginning of 2009, health centers have added 4 million patients and more than 35,000 

new full-time positions.” [HHS.gov, 11/07/13] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Deny Mental Health Coverage 

 

The Affordable Care Act Prevents Insurance Companies From Denying Coverage To Those With Mental 

Health Issues. “Under the law, insurers must now pay for many things that used to be optional, like prescription 

drugs, having a baby, and mental health care, among other services. […] Obama’s signature health care legislation 

addresses this problem in explicit terms. Under the law, which takes effect Jan. 1, mental health and substance 

abuse services are classified among the 10 ‘Essential Health Benefits.’ Health insurance marketplaces cannot apply 

yearly or lifetime dollar limits on coverage of these benefits. The marketplaces also cannot deny anyone coverage 

or charge more for pre-existing conditions. […] Under the ACA, health plans are required to cover preventative 

services, including behavioral assessments for children, at no additional cost. Coverage will also include behavioral 

health treatment, such as psychotherapy, and substance abuse treatment – both for inpatient and outpatient care.” 

[San Francisco Chronicle, 11/22/13] 

 

Before The Affordable Care Act, 39 Percent Of Plans Did Not Cover Mental Health Care, And Those That 

Did Often Offered Limited Coverage. “A survey by HealthPocket Inc. shows that before Obamacare, only 61 

percent of health plans included coverage for mental health care, and that coverage was often 

limited.” [NPR, 3/23/17] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Deny Preventive Health Coverage 

 

105 Million Americans Have Received Free Preventive Care Because Of The Affordable Care Act.  “About 

71 million Americans with private health insurance plans received at least one free preventive health service -- such 

as a mammogram or flu shot -- in 2011 and 2012 because of the Affordable Care Act, the Obama administration 

said Monday. In addition, about 34 million people in traditional Medicare and Medicare Advantage plans also 

received at least one free preventive health service -- such as an annual wellness visit -- due to the health care law, 

according to a report released Monday by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). In total, 

about 105 million Americans have been helped by the preventive services coverage improvements in the 

Affordable Care Act, said the HHS, which is marking the third anniversary of passage of the law.” [US News & 

World Report, 3/18/13] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Benefit Insurance Companies 

  

Affordable Care Act Requires Insurance Companies To Spend 80 Percent Of Premium Revenue On Patient 

Care. “There’s a little known part of the health care reform law that requires insurance companies to spend 80 

percent of their premiums on health care or reimburse the customer […] No more than 20 percent of premiums can 

be spent on salaries, bonuses, and advertising.” [CBS News, 7/31/12] 

 

Repeal Would Allow Insurance Companies To Spend Whatever They Want On Salaries And Advertising. 

“There’s a little known part of the health care reform law that requires insurance companies to spend 80 percent of 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2020/06/24/486768/health-care-repeal-lawsuit-strip-coverage-23-million-americans/
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/11/20131107a.html
http://blog.sfgate.com/inthepeninsula/2013/11/22/mental-health-affordable-care-act/
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/23/521220359/gop-health-bill-changes-could-kill-protections-for-people-with-preexisting-condi
http://health.usnews.com/health-news/news/articles/2013/03/18/millions-got-free-preventive-care-due-to-health-law-hhs-says
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/health-law-requires-insurers-to-spend-premiums-on-patients-or-pay-rebates/
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their premiums on health care or reimburse the customer […] No more than 20 percent of premiums can be spent 

on salaries, bonuses, and advertising.” [CBS News, 7/31/12] 

 

Repeal Would Allow Insurance Companies To Annual And Lifetime Limits On Coverage. “Under the 

Affordable Care Act, insurance companies will no longer be allowed to set limits on the dollar amount of health 

benefits that they will cover in a single year or over the course of a person’s lifetime. This means that you won’t run 

out of coverage if you develop a health problem that is costly to treat.” [Families USA, 9/23/10] 

 

Repeal Would Let Insurance Companies Cancel Plans When You Get Sick. “One troubling health insurance 

industry practice that has gained attention recently is known as ‘rescission.’ A rescission occurs when an insurer 

retroactively cancels an enrollee’s policy (usually when the enrollee needs expensive care), blaming it on an error 

that the enrollee made […] Under the Affordable Care Act, an insurance company will be able to rescind your 

health plan only if you (or someone you’ve authorized to represent you on a health insurance application, including 

your employer) commits fraud—that is, knowingly and willfully misrepresents or omits a piece of information that 

is relevant to your health plan.” [Families USA, April 2011] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Cause Young Adults To Lose Coverage 

 

Affordable Care Act Allowed Young Adults To Remain On Their Parent’s Health Insurance Until Age 26. 

“Young adults will be allowed to remain on their parent’s health insurance up to age 26.” [Kaiser Family 

Foundation, 7/17/12] 

 

Repeal Could Lose Coverage For Millions Of Young Adults Now Covered On Parents’ Plans. “More than 3.1 

million young Americans now have health insurance, thanks in part to a provision in the health care reform law that 

allows parents to add dependents up to age 26 to their insurance plans. That number is up from last June, when 2.5 

million young adults ages 19 through 25 who would otherwise have been uninsured gained health care coverage, 

according to the Department of Health and Human Services.” [CNN, 6/19/12] 

 

Repeal Could Lose Healthcare Subsidies For 80 Percent Of Uninsured Young Adults. “According to a report 

from the Commonwealth Fund, more than 80 percent of uninsured young people under 30 will be eligible for 

subsidies or for Medicaid, which the Affordable Care Act expands.” [ABC News, 9/16/13] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Harm Women’s Health 

 

Repeal Could Allow Insurance Companies To Charge More Based On Gender. “First, the Affordable Care Act 

eliminates the discrimination that women have faced when buying insurance. For years, insurance companies may 

have charged women up to ten times more for their insurance than they charged men. Women often were denied 

coverage because of a ‘pre-existing’ condition. […] Under Obamacare, insurance companies can no longer use 

gender as a factor when setting premiums.” [Washington Post, 9/30/13] 

 

NPR: The Affordable Care Act “Prohibited Insurers From Charging Women Higher Rates Than Men 

For The Same Services.” “Before Obamacare, women were also generally charged higher rates for health 

insurance than men on the individual market. According to the law center’s analysis, 60 percent of best-selling 

individual plans in 2009 charged a 40-year-old nonsmoking woman more than a 40-year-old man who smoked, 

even in plans that didn’t include any type of maternity coverage. That inequity disappeared under the health 

law, which prohibited insurers from charging women higher rates than men for the same services.’ [NPR, 

11/29/16] 

 

Repeal Could Deny Coverage For Preventative Care To 47 Million Women. “Beginning Wednesday, all new 

health insurance plans will be required to provide eight preventive health benefits to women for free. The benefits 

include contraceptives, breast-feeding supplies and screenings for gestational diabetes, sexually transmitted 

infections and domestic violence, as well as routine check-ups for breast and pelvic exams, Pap tests and prenatal 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/health-law-requires-insurers-to-spend-premiums-on-patients-or-pay-rebates/
http://www.familiesusa.org/health-reform-central/september-23/Annual-and-Lifetime-Limits.pdf
http://familiesusa.org/sites/default/files/product_documents/Patients-Bill-of-Rights.pdf
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/issue-brief/summary-of-coverage-provisions-in-the-patient/
http://money.cnn.com/2012/06/19/pf/health-care-young-adults/
http://abcnews.go.com/ABC_Univision/News/things-healthcare-insurance-exchanges/story?id=20271706&page=2
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/she-the-people/wp/2013/09/30/women-win-some-lose-some-under-obamacare/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/11/29/503713772/women-could-pay-more-than-men-for-health-care-under-trump
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care…A new report released Monday by the Department of Health and Human Services estimates 47 million 

women are in health plans that must offer the new benefits.” [CNN, 7/31/12] 

 

Repeal Could Deny Coverage For Contraception To Women. “One aspect of the preventative health care 

coverage- and among the most discussed provisions of the new health care law- is the requirement that health 

insurance plans cover contraceptive services. After a widely publicized effort by religious leaders and Republican 

lawmakers to repeal this measure, the Obama administration announced  a compromise that shifts the costs of 

contraceptive coverage from employers to insurance companies.” [Huffington Post, 4/03/12] 

 

Gonzales Supported Replacing The Affordable Care Act, Even Though It Would Result In Millions 

Losing Health Care And Increased Costs For Texans   

 

Gonzales Supported Replacing The Affordable Care Act. “Gonzales will try to define himself in the District 35 

race as an independent thinker unattached to partisan dogma and talking points. He emphasizes his desire to bring 

high-skilled, high-paying jobs to the district, bolster public education and replace the Affordable Care Act. At this 

point, he's short on policy details.” [San Antonio Express News, 7/31/19] 

 

The American Health Care Act, The Republican Attempt To Replace The ACA, Attempted To Repeal The 

Individual Mandate And Would Have Increased The Uninsured Rate By 14 Million People 

 

The American Health Care Act Included Provisions Repealing The Individual Mandate. “This section repeals 

the penalties for individuals who are not covered by a health plan that provides at least minimum essential coverage 

(commonly referred to as the individual mandate).” [Congress.gov, H.R. 1628, 115th Congress, introduced 3/20/17] 

 

The Congressional Budget Office Estimated That The American Healthcare Act Would Have Increased 

Number Of Uninsured People In The United States By 23 Million People By 2026. “CBO and JCT estimate 

that, in 2018, 14 million more people would be uninsured under H.R. 1628 than under current law. The increase in 

the number of uninsured people relative to the number projected under current law would reach 19 million in 2020 

and 23 million in 2026. In 2026, an estimated 51 million people under age 65 would be uninsured, compared with 

28 million who would lack insurance that year under current law.” [Congressional Budget Office, 5/24/17] 

 

Repealing The Individual Mandate Resulted In Millions Losing Health Care And Increased Costs For 

Texans 

 

Analysis Found Repealing The Individual Mandate Would Increase Premiums By Almost $2,000 Per Family 

In 2019, And Cause 13 Million People Nationally To Become Uninsured. “Senate Republicans' proposed tax 

reform bill would increase Obamacare prices by an average of almost $2,000 per family in 2019, according to an 

analysis released Thursday. And the tax bill would lead to 1.8 million more people lacking health insurance in 

California than currently, another 1 million people becoming uninsured in Texas, and more than 800,000 newly 

uninsured in New York and Florida each, the report said. Cumulatively, 13 million more people nationally would 

become uninsured.” [CNBC, 11/16/16] 

 

HEADLINE: Republican Tax Plan Will Make Health Insurance More Expensive. [Newsweek, 12/18/17] 

 

CAP: The Republican Tax Bill Increased Health Care Costs For Texans. “After passage of the Tax Cut and 

Jobs Act, in Texas, the average tax cut for the bottom 80 percent of families was $688 and the average increase in 

health care premiums from repeal of the individual mandate was $1,730.” [Center for American Progress, 6/19/18] 

 

CAP Projected The Tax Cuts And Jobs Act Would Lead To 29,800 Fewer People With Health Care 

Coverage In Texas’s 7th Congressional District By 2025 Because Of The Repeal Of The Individual Mandate. 

[Center for American Progress, 12/5/17] 

 

http://thechart.blogs.cnn.com/2012/07/31/some-women-get-new-benefits-under-obamacare/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/03/affordable-care-act-repeal_n_1400009.html
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/San-Antonio-Navy-vet-sets-his-sights-on-14268343.php
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1628
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/115th-congress-2017-2018/costestimate/hr1628aspassed.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/11/16/gop-tax-bill-would-spike-obamacare-premiums-nearly-2000-for-families.html
http://www.newsweek.com/obamacare-tax-plan-republicans-750871
https://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/healthcare/news/2018/06/19/170519/costs-corruption-tax-bill-leads-higher-health-premiums-big-tax-cuts-rich/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2017/12/05/443767/estimates-increase-uninsured-congressional-district-senate-gop-tax-bill/
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Repealing The Individual Mandate Increased Costs For Older Americans  

 

AARP Estimated That Due To The Elimination Of The Individual Mandate, Premiums Would Rise Up To 

$1,500 In 2019 For Americans Aged 50 To 64. “The CBO projects that would lead to 13 million more people 

without insurance by 2027. With fewer individuals in the health insurance pool, premiums in the individual 

marketplace would jump 10 percent in most years, according to the CBO. Those ages 50 to 64 would be especially 

hard hit, with premiums rising up to $1,500 in 2019 alone, according to an AARP Public Policy Institute analysis.” 

[AARP, Press Release, 12/20/17] 

 

Repealing The Individual Mandate Resulted In A Court Challenge Of The Affordable Care Act, Possibly 

Leaving Even More Uninsured   

 

A Republican Coalition Filed A Lawsuit Arguing That Congress’ Effective Elimination Of The Individual 

Mandate Rendered The ACA’s Mandate Unconstitutional. “The case against the ACA was brought by 20 

Republican state attorneys general and governors, as well as two individuals. It revolves around Congress 

effectively eliminating the individual mandate penalty by reducing it to $0 as part of the 2017 tax cut bill. The 

mandate requires nearly all Americans to get health insurance or pay a penalty. The Republican coalition, led by 

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, is arguing that the change rendered the mandate itself unconstitutional. The 

states say that the voiding of the penalty, which takes effect next year, removes the legal underpinning the Supreme 

Court relied upon when it upheld the law in 2012 under Congress' tax power.” [CNN, 12/14/18] 

  

A Federal Judge Found The ACA’s Individual Mandate Unconstitutional, Holding That As A Result 

The Entire Law Should Be Struck Down. “A federal judge in Texas said on Friday that the Affordable Care 

Act's individual coverage mandate is unconstitutional and that the rest of the law therefore cannot stand. Legal 

experts say the ruling won't immediately affect Americans' health coverage, and a group of states led by 

California is already vowing to appeal. But the invalidation of the landmark health care law popularly known 

as Obamacare throws into doubt the future of health coverage for millions of Americans on the Obamacare 

exchanges and in Medicaid expansion. The ruling and expected appeal sets up another cliffhanger in which the 

fate of the law, which Republicans have unsuccessfully tried to repeal for years, will likely once again 

ultimately lie with the Supreme Court.” [CNN, 12/14/18] 

 

June 2018: The Trump Administration Announced That It Would Not Defend The ACA In The 

Lawsuit. “The Trump administration said Thursday night that it will not defend the Affordable Care Act 

against the latest legal challenge to its constitutionality — a dramatic break from the executive branch’s 

tradition of arguing to uphold existing statutes and a land mine for health insurance changes the ACA brought 

about. In a brief filed in a Texas federal court and an accompanying letter to the House and Senate leaders of 

both parties, the Justice Department agrees in large part with the 20 Republican-led states that brought the suit. 

They contend that the ACA provision requiring most Americans to carry health insurance soon will no longer 

be constitutional and that, as a result, consumer insurance protections under the law will not be valid, either.” 

[Washington Post, 6/7/18] 

 

Urban Institute: If The Lawsuit Succeeded, Nearly 20 Million Americans Would Lose Coverage. “If the 

lawsuit ultimately succeeds, it would have devastating consequences for nearly every American who has 

health coverage, whether through their employer, the individual market, Medicare, or Medicaid. The Urban 

Institute estimates that overturning the ACA would result in almost 20 million more Americans being 

uninsured and would lower federal health care spending by $135 billion in 2019 alone.” [Center for American 

Progress, 7/9/19] 

 

Gonzales Was Endorsed By Former Congressman Pete Sessions, Who Voted For The American Health Care 

Act 

 

https://www.aarp.org/politics-society/advocacy/info-2017/congress-passes-tax-reform-fd.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/14/politics/texas-aca-lawsuit/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/14/politics/texas-aca-lawsuit/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/trump-administration-wont-defend-aca-in-cases-brought-by-gop-states/2018/06/07/92f56e86-6a9c-11e8-9e38-24e693b38637_story.html?utm_term=.2aa7c0dd6083
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2019/07/09/471902/aca-repealed-texas-v-azar-millions-will-lose-health-insurance-coverage/
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September 2019: Former Congressman Pete Sessions Endorsed Gonzales.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on 

Facebook, 9/17/19] 

 

May 2017: Sessions Voted For The American Health Care Act – The Republican Health Care Repeal Bill. In 

May 2017, Sessions voted for “Passage of the bill that would make extensive changes to the 2010 health care 

overhaul law, by effectively repealing the individual and employer mandates as well as most of the taxes that 

finance the current system. It would, in 2020, convert Medicaid into a capped entitlement that would provide fixed 

federal payments to states and end additional federal funding for the 2010 law's joint federal-state Medicaid 

expansion. It would prohibit federal funding to any entity, such as Planned Parenthood, that performs abortions and 

receives more than $350 million a year in Medicaid funds. As amended, it would give states the option of receiving 

federal Medicaid funding as a block grant with greater state flexibility in how the funds are used, and would require 

states to establish their own essential health benefits standards. It would allow states to receive waivers to exempt 

insurers from having to provide certain minimum benefits, would provide $8 billion over five years for individuals 

with pre-existing conditions whose insurance premiums increased because the state was granted a waiver to raise 

premiums based on an individual's health status, and would create a $15 billion federal risk sharing program to 

cover some of the costs of high medical claims.” The bill was passed by a vote of 217-213. [HR 1628, Vote #256, 

5/4/17; CQ, 5/4/17] 

 

2010: Pete Sessions Also Voted Against The Original Passage Of The Affordable Care Act 

 

Sessions Voted Against The Affordable Care Act. In March 2010, Sessions voted against “Spratt, D-S.C., motion 

to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would overhaul the nation’s health insurance system and require 

most individuals to buy health insurance by 2014. It would create a system of national private insurance plans 

supervised by the Office of Personnel Management and create state-run marketplaces for purchasing health 

insurance. Those who do not obtain coverage would be subject to an excise tax. Excluded from the mandate would 

be those exempt from filing income tax and others with a hardship waiver, religious objection or those who cannot 

afford coverage. Employers with more than 50 workers would have to provide coverage or pay a fine if any 

employee gets a subsidized plan on the exchange. Certain small businesses would get tax credits for providing 

coverage, and those with low incomes, excluding illegal immigrants, could get subsidies.” The motion was agreed 

to, thus clearing the bill for the president, by a vote of 219-212. [HR 3590, Vote #165, 3/21/10; CQ, 3/21/10] 

 

Gonzales Supported Devastating Cuts To Medicare And Social Security 

 

Gonzales Supported Devastating Budget Cuts To Medicare Of Over $200 Billion, Threatening The 

Lives Of Thousands Of Texans In The 23rd District 

 

Gonzales Supported The Penny Plan. “I would support the Penny Plan, which requires a 1% across the board cut 

every year until the budget is balanced. I would also support a balanced budget amendment and a ‘no budget, no 

pay’ legislation for members of Congress.” [iVoterGuide – Candidate Profile: Tony Gonzales, accessed 8/24/20]  

 

The Penny Plan Would Cut Over $200 Billion Out Of Medicare And Over $1 Trillion Out Of Social 

Security. “The math works like this: For six years, the federal government would reduce spending by 1 percent 

each year. In the seventh year, funding would be capped at 18 percent of gross domestic product, which 

measures the size of the overall economy. By the eighth year, the plan would balance the budget and save $7.5 

trillion over 10 years. If Congress and the president couldn’t reach an agreement about what to cut, the plan 

would trigger automatic across-the-board spending cuts. […] The bottom line, according to the report: Mack’s 

plan would lead to about $2.89 trillion in defense cuts and $2.89 trillion in non-defense programs between 

2013-22. The cuts would include about $211 billion for Medicare and about $1.124 [trillion] for Social 

Security. […] Nelson said during the debate that Connie Mack’s Penny Plan would cut more than $200 billion 

in Medicare, $1 trillion in Social Security and $3 trillion in defense. Nelson relied on a study from the 

nonpartisan Congressional Research Service. It found that Mack’s plan, if implemented across all programs, 

would cut $211 billion in Medicare, $1.124 trillion in Social Security and $2.89 trillion in defense. During the 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2390205697764643/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCy-8vL2gejZYnWVP8tIxo2kbWsfCAlSV0SMHvF1QLrqISFpXzEnOm_8m2qXMlMbT5Gi_TI4J72SCFIhJP8ib-AEB7btkHTOZM-PO9-AMDrVQDKVVabLhE6s1Z0PxgQbPTlOXtpM8cgzIJmyBLh5Yz_ck9LMK2YC-i4Nc4d-oFSeGJPM_tZnB0DB4fg1lq20saRNIKfXY-2M0h3vwQebyyT8mJx4aQbXn91ezroJ6M2Au-wkSthfSlpGn1cqi3_U5fgfVcWdL4-xjaLfl9e6Q1d21LwrecJtg2ymliN5MvAZbly3DOZcGSpQODZmfNU3kgOUX4ujPKiQ2gFW0XlUtPF2glN&__tn__=-R
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2017/roll256.xml
http://cq.com/vote/2017/h/256
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2010/roll165.xml
https://ivoterguide.com/candidate?elecK=671&raceK=6581&primarypartyk=R&canK=48845
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debate Nelson didn’t mention the timeframe for those cuts: 2013-2022, as mentioned in the study. […] 

Nelson’s claim requires some explanation about the plan and its timeline, but his numbers are correct. We rate 

this claim Mostly True.” [Politifact, 10/24/12] 

 

Over 125,000 Texans Would Be Put At Risk By These Reckless Cuts 

 

2019: 125,180 Texans In The 23rd District Were Eligible For Medicare Benefits. [Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services, 7/1/19] 

 

Gonzales Cried Socialism To Avoid Taking A Stance On Health Care 

 

Gonzales Repeatedly Attacked “Socialism” And Avoided Discussing Health Care Specifics 

 

Gonzales Incessantly Attacked Socialism And Repeatedly Associated It With House Democrats 

 

Gonzales: “Radical Socialists In Washington Want To DESTROY The Core Values Of Our Democracy.” 

“The American Dream is the very foundation of our country and our greatest asset as a nation, but radical socialists 

in Washington want to DESTROY the core values of our democracy. In Congress, I’ll fight to protect the American 

Dream and advocate for all who are working for a better life. Are you with me? #TeamTony! #TX23 

#TonyForCongress” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/7/20] 

 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/7/20] 

 

Gonzales Posted A Picture Of Nancy Pelosi, Bernie Sanders, And Elizabeth Warren To Illustrate His 

Position Against Their “Radical Agenda.” My whole life has been committed to public service and protecting the 

American Dream has never been more important. I cannot sit by and watch as socialism takes over the country we 

all know and love. It’s easy to see how much is at stake here. Help us fight back AGAINST liberal Democrats and 

show them that we won’t back down from fighting their radical agenda. DONATE today!          #TeamTony 

#TX23 https://secure.anedot.com/tony-gonzales-…/lets-keep-it-going.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

9/27/19] 

 

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2012/oct/24/bill-nelson/bill-nelson-says-connie-macks-penny-plan-would-lea/
https://www.cms.gov/files/zip/2019-congressional-district-report.zip
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2630475000404377/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCc_XDVAsF98Scn5qgdLw3f1VqCT7WnD8eKGnojIr9jrxixASQLGXuBvYNtWV6wqFoWsBlOoMOYJoMFFBLJc8RnsTkaR3GfdQIkLhG9wnKUhEii3ieslf8Mn2IUTDV-P3zZQW8Sw-fNiFBfvnGo0lBMuOWild9xKBG2TVlyZklYvpqlYmyWXDvXMQnholF289LDMbhAr-ExJwdjx3fxlcNVgmeqhsqPmuSc39Pyfxvo1pkEdf0T9fu8WSkGOCLNGFc9yA2WgVUh47uioeLfWgD8LNrLYijnogIj_Ti5Xhn1BhKqpjZI-jNKnnCp0s5XJOO9CAajhAq9o8n3qeqeM3zgI8sY&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2630475000404377/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCc_XDVAsF98Scn5qgdLw3f1VqCT7WnD8eKGnojIr9jrxixASQLGXuBvYNtWV6wqFoWsBlOoMOYJoMFFBLJc8RnsTkaR3GfdQIkLhG9wnKUhEii3ieslf8Mn2IUTDV-P3zZQW8Sw-fNiFBfvnGo0lBMuOWild9xKBG2TVlyZklYvpqlYmyWXDvXMQnholF289LDMbhAr-ExJwdjx3fxlcNVgmeqhsqPmuSc39Pyfxvo1pkEdf0T9fu8WSkGOCLNGFc9yA2WgVUh47uioeLfWgD8LNrLYijnogIj_Ti5Xhn1BhKqpjZI-jNKnnCp0s5XJOO9CAajhAq9o8n3qeqeM3zgI8sY&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2410411195744093
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 9/27/19] 

 

Gonzales Claimed That “Far-Left Radical Politicians” Threatened The American Dream. “Far-left radical 

politicians in Washington continue to push their socialist policies, threatening the American Dream in the process. 

Enough is enough! It's time to send Washington a clear message — we will NOT stand for socialism in America! If 

you're ready to fight back, LIKE, SHARE and join #TeamTony today. #TX23.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on 

Facebook, 10/23/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/23/19] 

 

When Gonzales Did Talk About Health Care, He Railed Against Medicare For All Instead Of 

Discussing His Health Plans 

 

Gonzales Again Accused Socialists Of Plotting To Take Away 149,000,000 Americans’ Private Health 

Insurance But Neglected To Discuss His Health Care Position. “I wonder why socialists wouldn’t be more 

forthright about taking away health care from 149,000,000 Americans with private insurance...            #TX23.” 

[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 10/27/19] 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2410411195744093
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2463366537115225
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2463366537115225
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1187427400679858181
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 10/27/19] 

 

Gonzales Attacked Gina Ortiz Jones For Being “On The Record Supporting Single-Payer Healthcare” But 

Didn’t Go On The Record To Support Any Healthcare Plan. “Socialist Democrats have lost their minds... They 

want MORE taxes?! Gina Ortiz Jones is on record supporting single-payer healthcare and Elizabeth Warren has a 

plan outlining $25 TRILLION (yes, trillion) in tax hikes over the next 10 years. Seriously?!” [Tony Gonzales for 

Congress on Twitter, 11/4/19] 

https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1187427400679858181
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1191477144699969537
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 11/4/19]  

https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1191477144699969537
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Gonzales Ran An Incompetent Campaign That Ran Afoul Of The 

Law 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales stumbled through the TX-23 GOP Primary and ran a race to the bottom that he only barely 

escaped. 

 

✓ March 2020: Gonzales failed to secure even 30% of the vote in the TX-23 GOP, forcing the race 

to a runoff. 

 

✓ June 2020: Gonzales was sued by a former campaign consultant who alleged over $11,000 in unpaid 

services. 

 

✓ The consultant was represented by former Congressman, and Gonzales endorser, Quico 

Canseco. 

 

✓ Gonzales’ campaign engaged in a mudslinging Republican civil war to in his bid to win the primary 

runoff. 

 

✓ June 2020: Ted Cruz endorsed Gonzales opponent Raul Reyes and injected over $100,000 into 

the race in the form of ads. 

 

✓ Reyes accused Gonzales of being “in bed with Socialists.” 

 

✓ Gonzales attempted to portray himself as a Trump purist in order to secure the nomination. 

 

✓ Gonzales aggressively advertised Trump’s endorsement, a robocall that he recorded for 

Gonzales, and a tele-town hall that Trump was a guest of. 

 

✓ Gonzales managed to secure the GOP nomination only by the barest of margins and after a recount 

effort initiated by his opponent. 

 

✓ The runoff left Gonzales’ campaign cash strapped and ill prepared for the general election. 

 

✓ Gonzales filed his candidacy in May 2019, months before his formal discharge from the Navy in August 

2019, seemingly in violation of DoD regulations. 

 

✓ Gonzales received campaign contributions from members of the military before his formal 

discharge from the Navy, in further violation of DoD regulations. 

 

✓ As of Q3 2019, the Gonzales campaign had not raised more than $100,000 with Gonzales’s personal and 

family contributions deducted. 

 

✓ In August 2019, Gonzales loaned his own campaign $65,000. 

 

✓ Gonzales and his family accounted for over half of total campaign receipts. 

 

✓ In September 2019, Gonzales claimed that his campaign had raised over $100,000. 
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✓ As of Q4 2019, the total amount of contributions from Gonzales’s family was $32,421, over 12% 

of individual contributions. 

 

✓ A faculty member at the University of Southern Mississippi, where Gonzales studied, attempted to skirt 

legal contribution limits by doubling and tripling the maximum limits in donations to Gonzales through 

an LLC and associated corporation. 

 

✓ The FEC requested that the Gonzales campaign return contributions from the corporation in 

question. 

 

✓ The Gonzales campaign returned the contributions from Butler but no action has been taken by 

the FEC or the Gonzales campaign regarding Butler’s LLC as of January 2020. 

 

✓ Gonzales’s family members were paid $23,165.50 to staff the campaign. 

 

 

Gonzales Stumbled Through The TX-23 GOP Primary And Ran A Race To The Bottom 

That He Only Barely Escaped 

 

March 2020: Gonzales Failed To Secure His Party’s Nomination, Forcing The GOP Primary To A 

Runoff 

 

March 2020: Gonzales Failed To Avoid A Runoff For The Republican Nomination In TX-23 And Did Not 

Even Managed To Obtain 30% Of The Vote. “On the GOP side, Tony Gonzales emerged victorious with 28 

percent. He will be joined in the runoff by Raul Reyes who received 23 percent support. NRCC Chairman Tom 

Emmer reacted, saying, ‘Congratulations to Tony Gonzales and Raul Reyes on advancing to the Republican 

primary runoff. Texas voters rejected Washington, DC resident Gina Jones once, and will do so again in 

November.’ Turnout for this joint primary surpassed both 2016 and 2018. This bump is due to 25 percent-higher 

Democratic voter turnout compared to 2016. Republican turnout, meanwhile, dropped 18 percent from 2016 levels 

— which tracks since there was a competitive open primary at the top of the ticket.” [The Texan, 3/4/20] 

 

June 2020: Gonzales Was Sued By A Former Campaign Consultant Who Alleged That He Was Not 

Paid For His Work 

 

June 2020: Phil Ricks, A Onetime Staffer To Rep. Henry Bonilla, Sued Gonzales For Over $11,000 In 

Unpaid Campaign Consulting Services. “Saying he was stiffed on payments for campaign work, a political 

consultant who once worked for U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla, has sued Tony Gonzales, one of two GOP hopefuls vying 

to represent Texas' hotly contested 23rd Congressional District. In a suit filed in Bexar County District Court, Phil 

Ricks — a former staffer for Bonilla, a Republican who represented the district from 1993 to 2007 — said 

Gonzales declined to make good on $11,500 owed for his work.” [San Antonio Current, 6/15/20] 

 

The Consultant Was Represented By Former Rep. Quico Canseco, Who Had Earlier Endorsed Gonzales 

 

June 2020: Consultant Phil Ricks Hired Former Rep. Quico Canseco To Represent Him In His Suit Against 

Gonzales. “Perhaps reflecting the small world of South Texas politics, the attorney representing Ricks in the 

lawsuit is Quico Canseco, who also represented the 23rd District as a Republican from 2011-2013. Canseco said he 

reluctantly took the case because Ricks is an old friend. ‘He was hired by Mr. Gonzales at the beginning, and then 

Mr. Gonzales refused to pay him,’ Canseco said. ‘What's fair is fair. I mean, we've got to pay our bills. We all do.’” 

[San Antonio Current, 6/15/20] 

 

https://thetexan.news/gina-ortiz-jones-sails-through-tx-23-democratic-primary-will-face-runoff-winner-between-tony-gonzales-and-raul-reyes/
https://www.sacurrent.com/the-daily/archives/2020/06/15/former-bonilla-staffer-sues-texas-congressional-hopeful-tony-gonzales-over-unpaid-fees
https://www.sacurrent.com/the-daily/archives/2020/06/15/former-bonilla-staffer-sues-texas-congressional-hopeful-tony-gonzales-over-unpaid-fees
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August 2019: Former TX-23 Congressman Quico Canseco Endorsed Gonzales For Congress. “‘TX-23 is a 

seat Republicans must retain. We need a candidate who understands the issues facing this vast and diverse district 

and has the wherewithal to raise enough money to win both the primary and general elections. Tony Gonzales is 

that person! I ask you to join me in supporting Tony Gonzales as the GOP candidate. Too much is at stake!’ – 

Quico Canseco, Former GOP Representative (TX-23).” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 8/7/19] 

 

Gonzales’s Engaged In A Mudslinging Republican Civil War In His Bid To Win The Republican 

Primary Runoff Against Raul Reyes 

 

June 2020: Ted Cruz Endorsed Raul Reyes And Bought $100,000 Worth Of Ads 

 

June 2020: Ted Cruz Endorsed Raul Reyes And Bought $100,000 Worth Of Ads. “U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-

Texas, is jumping into the Republican primary runoff for Texas' most competitive congressional seat this fall, going 

against the candidate favored by retiring U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-Helotes, and national GOP leaders. Saying the 

district deserves strong conservative representation,’ Cruz is endorsing Raul Reyes over Tony Gonzales for Hurd's 

seat — and launching a six-figure TV ad buy backing Reyes, according to details first shared with The Texas 

Tribune. Cruz’s TV spot for Reyes is being paid for by the senator's leadership political action committee, the Jobs, 

Freedom and Security PAC. The 30-second commercial features Cruz speaking to the camera, saying Texas needs 

to elect ‘conservative warriors to defeat [Democratic House Speaker] Nancy Pelosi's agenda and show some of our 

Republicans what a backbone is.’” [Texas Tribune, 6/30/20] 

 

Gonzales Accused Cruz And Reyes Of Working To Keep Nancy Pelosi As Speaker Of The House 

 

Gonzales Pushed Back And Accused Cruz And Reyes Of Working To Keep Nancy Pelosi As Speaker Of The 

House. Cruz’s TV spot for Reyes is being paid for by the senator's leadership political action committee, the Jobs, 

Freedom and Security PAC. The 30-second commercial features Cruz speaking to the camera, saying Texas needs 

to elect "conservative warriors to defeat [Democratic House Speaker] Nancy Pelosi's agenda and show some of our 

Republicans what a backbone is.” [Texas Tribune, 6/30/20] 

 

Reyes Shot Back And Accused Gonzales Of Being “In Bed With Socialists” 

 

Reyes Shot Back And Accused Gonzales Of Being “In Bed With Socialists.” “Reyes, a retired Air Force officer, 

has described Gonzales — a former Defense Department legislative fellow in the office of U.S. Sen. Marco, Rubio, 

R-Florida — as someone “in bed with socialists,” because Gonzales’s foundation donated $600 last year to the 

League of United Latin American Citizens’ scholarship fund.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/4/20] 

 

Gonzales On Reyes: “You Know Reyes Is Lying When His Lips Are Moving” 

 

Gonzales On Reyes: “You Know Reyes Is Lying When His Lips Are Moving.” “For his part, Gonzales has said 

of his opponent, ‘You know Reyes is lying when his lips are moving.’ The two candidates could never agree on 

when and where to debate. They argued over whether Reyes got booed off the stage at a recent luncheon. 

Gonzales’s mother accused Reyes’s campaign of spying on her son.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/4/20] 

 

A Reyes Staffer Was Even Accused Of Spying On The Gonzales Family 

 

A Reyes Staffer Was Even Accused Of Spying On The Gonzales Family. “According to an October 19 SAPD 

report, Gonzales' mother, Rachel Pena, told officers that her son's wife confronted Janet Knutson, a member of the 

Reyes' team, outside of their house as she took photographs of Gonzales' and Pena's cars. ‘[Pena] stated that they 

are moving to a new home within the next few days, but wanted to report the incident as they found it alarming,” 

according to the report. Pena also told SAPD that Reyes had falsely accused her son of violating the Hatch Act, 

which limits political activities of federal employees, and used social media to deride him as a RHINO, or 

https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1159273981331087360
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/06/30/will-hurd-ted-cruz-endorse-raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-congress/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/06/30/will-hurd-ted-cruz-endorse-raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-congress/
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/Garcia-Cruz-and-Trump-on-opposite-sides-of-15385975.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/Garcia-Cruz-and-Trump-on-opposite-sides-of-15385975.php
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Republican in name only. The war of words seems to have amped up since then. Gonzales recently circulated a 

mailer saying Reyes had been fired from a job at Southwest Texas Junior College over ethical lapses — a claim 

Reyes denies. In recent social media posts, Reyes has accused Gonzales of embracing the progressive League of 

United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) and ‘their open borders agenda.’” [San Antonio Current, 7/2/20] 

 

Gonzales Attempted To Portray Himself As A Trump Purist In Order To Secure The Nomination 

 

July 2020: Gonzales Secured A Much-Coveted Trump Endorsement. “Tony Gonzales (@TonyGonzales4TX) 

will be a GREAT Congressman for Texas! A Navy veteran, he is Strong on the Economy, Life and the Second 

Amendment. We need him to defeat the Radical Left in November. Tony has my Complete and Total Endorsement! 

#TX23” [Donald J. Trump via Twitter, 7/3/20] 

 

 
[Donald J. Trump via Twitter, 7/3/20] 

 

Gonzales Released A Trump Robo-Call Where The President Says Gonzales Is “Working For Me” 

 

Trump Recorded A Robo-Call Supporting Gonzales, Saying: “Tony Will Work For You In Congress, And 

By Working For You, He’s Working For Me.” In a robo-call supporting Tony Gonzales, Donald Trump said: 

“Tony will work for you in Congress, and by working for you, he’s working for me.” [Tony Gonzales via Twitter, 

7/13/20]  

 

Gonzales Had Been Seeking Trump’s Endorsement Since September 2019 

 

September 2019: Gonzales Was Already Working Toward Obtaining A Trump Endorsement. “In any case, 

though, Gonzales returned to the argument that he will need as wide of a Republican coalition as possible to keep 

the district red. ‘Look, I’m working to a point where I get President Trump’s endorsement," Gonzales said, 

according to audio obtained by The Texas Tribune. ‘What is that gonna do for me? You either love President 

https://www.sacurrent.com/the-daily/archives/2020/07/02/police-report-name-calling-characterize-gop-runoff-for-seat-held-by-us-rep-will-hurd
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1279161075926274048
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1279161075926274048
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1282772295669383168
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Trump or you do not. It’s one of those things, but at the end of the day, I look at it and I go, I need everybody 

pulling the wagon. That’s the only way we’re gonna win.’ Gonzales also invoked Trump at the November forum, 

railing against Democrats for coming together to "shut everything down with this ridiculous impeachment scheme" 

and arguing Republicans need to be just as united to fight back. Gonzales said he was ‘on a call with Trump’ about 

six weeks before in which the president said the ‘best way to help me is to win back the majority.’” [Texas Tribune, 

1/9/20] 

 

Gonzales Said That He Was On A Call With Trump Where He Discussed Retaking The House Majority.  

“Gonzales said he was ‘on a call with Trump’ about six weeks before in which the president said the ‘best way 

to help me is to win back the majority.’” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/20] 

 

Trump Was Hesitant To Endorse Gonzales In The Midst Of Republican Infighting But Called His 

Endorsement Of Gonzales “Complete And Total” 

 

Trump Was Hesitant To Endorse Gonzales In The Midst Of Republican Infighting But Called His 

Endorsement Of Gonzales “Complete And Total.” “One thing Cruz couldn’t achieve with his endorsement, 

however, was blocking President Donald Trump from backing Gonzales. According to the New York Times, 

McCarthy lobbied for Trump to endorse Gonzales, but Trump hesitated after Cruz called the president and urged 

him not to oppose Reyes, an ardent supporter of Trump’s long-promised border wall. On Friday, however, Trump 

tweeted out his ‘complete and total’ endorsement of Gonzales, calling him ‘Strong on the Economy, Life and the 

Second Amendment.’ These dueling high-powered endorsements will only intensify the divisiveness of what has 

been a remarkably vitriolic GOP match-up.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/4/20] 

 

Kevin McCarthy Encouraged Trump To Endorse Gonzales. “One thing Cruz couldn’t achieve with his 

endorsement, however, was blocking President Donald Trump from backing Gonzales. According to the New 

York Times, McCarthy lobbied for Trump to endorse Gonzales, but Trump hesitated after Cruz called the 

president and urged him not to oppose Reyes, an ardent supporter of Trump’s long-promised border wall. On 

Friday, however, Trump tweeted out his ‘complete and total’ endorsement of Gonzales, calling him ‘Strong on 

the Economy, Life and the Second Amendment.’ These dueling high-powered endorsements will only intensify 

the divisiveness of what has been a remarkably vitriolic GOP match-up.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/4/20] 

 

July 2020: Gonzales Hosted A Tele-Townhall With Donald Trump As A Guest 

 

July 2020: Gonzales Hosted A Tele-Townhall With Donald Trump As A Guest. “Check out my tele-townhall 

we just concluded with President Donald J Trump! Let's all go vote tomorrow! #TeamTony #TX23 #GOTV 

#July14 #Veteran.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress, Facebook, 7/13/20] 

 

July-August 2020: Gonzales Managed To Secure The Republican Nomination Only After Depleting 

His Meager War Chest And A Contested Recount 

 

July 2020: Gonzales Led Reyes By Only Seven Votes On Runoff Night 

 

July 2020: After Voting Was Over In The TX-23 GOP Runoff, Gonzales Had A Scant Lead Of Only Seven 

Votes. “Just a handful of votes separated Tony Gonzales and Raul Reyes in the Republican primary runoff for 

Congressional District 23 after Tuesday night.  The seat currently is held by outgoing U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-

Helotes, who chose not to seek reelection. The congressional district, which spans much of the Texas-Mexico 

border and includes part of El Paso County, is considered one of the most competitive in the country. Reyes led 

Gonzales, who is supported by President Donald Trump, by narrow margins in El Paso County in the contest for a 

place on the November ballot, with all of the county's precincts reporting. But the district spans more than one 

county, which means a candidate must win in the district as a whole, not only in El Paso. Districtwide, with all 335 

precincts reporting, only seven votes separated the two. Gonzales led with 12,346 to Reyes' 12,339.” [El Paso 

Times, 7/14/20] 

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/Garcia-Cruz-and-Trump-on-opposite-sides-of-15385975.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/Garcia-Cruz-and-Trump-on-opposite-sides-of-15385975.php
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=661742024556592
https://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/07/14/texas-house-district-23-republican-runoff-election-tony-gonzalez-raul-reyes-seek-replace-will-hurd/5431491002/
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August 2020: Reyes Demanded A Recount, But Gonzales Managed To Barely Hang On To His Razor-Thin 

Margin After Reyes Abandoned The Recount 

 

August 2020: Reyes Sought A Recount. “Raul Reyes announced Friday night that he will seek a recount in the 

razor-thin Republican primary runoff to replace retiring U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-Helotes, in his national 

battleground district. Reyes' announcement came after the Texas GOP certified the results of his July 14 runoff 

against Tony Gonzales. The campaigns said the final margin was Gonzales by 45 votes, though the party had not 

confirmed that as of late Friday night. ‘We worked too hard, for too long, not to ensure every legal vote was 

counted properly,’ Reyes said in a statement.” [Texas Tribune, 7/31/20] 

 

The Gonzales Campaign Called The Recount “Hopeless And Foolish.” “Gonzales’ campaign called Reyes' 

plans for a recount "hopeless and selfish," noting Gonzales has maintained his small lead since the runoff. Reyes 

came out of election night down seven votes and did not concede, wanting to see the counting of final mail-in, 

provisional and military-overseas ballots. As those came in over the past few weeks, Gonzales repeatedly claimed 

victory and increasingly urged the party to unify for November. But Reyes held firm against conceding and began 

fundraising for a potential recount while waiting for the state party canvass. The 23rd District is one of Democrats' 

best pickup opportunities nationwide, and their nominee, Gina Ortiz Jones, won her primary outright in March. 

Jones is running again after nearly unseating Hurd in 2018.” [Texas Tribune, 7/31/20] 

 

Reyes Conceded The Race, With Gonzales Only Winning With A Margin Of 39 Votes. “The recount of the 

Republican primary runoff for the national battleground seat of retiring U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-Helotes, has 

reached an end, and Tony Gonzales remains the winner. Raul Reyes, who finished 45 votes behind Gonzales in the 

July 14 runoff, announced Friday evening that he was abandoning the recount. ‘Without a sizable shift in the vote 

margin after a recount in the most populous parts of the district I have decided to end the recount,’ Reyes said in a 

news release, thanking his supporters for their ‘blood, sweat and tears.’ Reyes' campaign said seven of the largest 

counties in the district had been recounted, and while he narrowed his deficit to 39 votes, it was ‘not enough to 

justify continuing with the counting of ballots.’ A Texas GOP spokesperson confirmed that was the current recount 

margin but said it had not yet received an official withdrawal request from Reyes.” [Texas Tribune, 8/21/20] 

 

The Runoff Fight Forced Gonzales To Spend Heavily And Left Him Ill Prepared For The General Election 

 

The Runoff Fight Forced Gonzales To Spend Heavily And Left Him Ill Prepared For The General Election. 

“The Cruz endorsement also sent staffers at the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee into spasms of 

giddiness, not only because Reyes looks like an easier candidate for Democratic nominee Gina Ortiz Jones to beat, 

but also because Cruz is forcing Gonzales to deplete resources he otherwise could have saved for the general 

election.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/4/20] 

 

6/23/20: At The End Of Q2 2020, Gonzales’ Campaign Only Had $24,365.25 Cash On Hand. [FEC, 7/14/20] 

 

Gonzales Appeared To Have Violated A DoD Directive Prohibiting Political Activity And 

Candidacy 

 

The Hatch Act Prohibited Civilian Employees Of The Federal Government From Engaging In 

Political Activity, But Servicemembers Were Covered By A Similar Policy 

 

The Hatch Act Prohibited All Federal Civilian Executive Branch Employees From Engaging In Political 

Activity. “Except for the President and Vice President, all federal civilian executive branch employees are covered 

by the Hatch Act, including employees of the U.S. Postal Service.” [U.S. Office of Special Counsel, accessed 

1/27/20] 

 

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/07/31/raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-recount/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/08/21/tony-gonzales-texas-runoff-recount/
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/Garcia-Cruz-and-Trump-on-opposite-sides-of-15385975.php
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00705079/1420368/
https://osc.gov/Services/Pages/HatchAct-Federal.aspx#tabGroup12
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While Not Covered By The Hatch Act, Active Duty Servicemembers Were Covered By DoD Directive 

1344.10, Which Prohibited Servicemembers Running For Public Office.  “4.2.2. A regular member, or a retired 

regular or Reserve Component member on active duty under a call or order to active duty for more than 270 days, 

may not be a nominee or candidate for the offices described in subparagraph 4.2.1., except when the Secretary 

concerned grants permission.” [Department of Defense, Directive 1344.10, 2/19/08] 

 

DoD Directive 1344.10 Also Prohibited Receipt Or Solicitation Of Campaign Contributions From Any Other 

Member Of The Armed Forces. “4.1.2. A member of the Armed Forces on active duty shall not: […] 4.1.2.16. 

Make a campaign contribution to or receive or solicit (on one’s own behalf) a campaign contribution from, any 

other member of the Armed Forces on active duty. Any contributions not prohibited by this subparagraph remain 

subject to the gift provisions of sections 2635.301-2635.304 of title 5, Code of Federal Regulations (Reference 

(f)).” [Department of Defense, Directive 1344.10, 2/19/08] 

 

Gonzales Organized His Campaign Committee, Tony Gonzales For Congress, Before He Was 

Discharged From The Navy 

 

May 2019: Gonzales Began To Engage in Political Activity 

 

5/3/19: Gonzales Created his Campaign Facebook Page And Updated His Profile With A Campaign Logo 

And Banner. [Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 5/3/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 5/3/19] 

 

5/16/19: Gonzales Uploaded His Photograph To His Campaign Facebook Page, Visually Tying Him To The 

Campaign. [Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 5/16/19] 

https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodd/134410p.pdf
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodd/134410p.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2147782612006954/2147782395340309/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDEMuo9emEogV0yT9ALxL203FZI1-_3bRqc_qcOHd4XtUG8tBMUvR-jAysKHp9EuLPyxcZBB4FNKxr2N_7FDrIKW2LYlxIlAIlkrSN7KqIJ1y-ba1CX9H_cZJRQggC6fsOw-0HV6iuVlPiBrtiZ-Y5_qqPtzchSYnh0DegVt46d753lA70S9NUJMhXyx9aaynz2_Ms2Vb_LmYNL6wxJz7GlKcN3dkCZkwBWNKiuNMgqGeGWdHvb4gXshlLtOe4ebV7P_Vgb9ZqW1ixPIdHDSinZM18pSOeOOw&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2147782612006954/2147782395340309/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDEMuo9emEogV0yT9ALxL203FZI1-_3bRqc_qcOHd4XtUG8tBMUvR-jAysKHp9EuLPyxcZBB4FNKxr2N_7FDrIKW2LYlxIlAIlkrSN7KqIJ1y-ba1CX9H_cZJRQggC6fsOw-0HV6iuVlPiBrtiZ-Y5_qqPtzchSYnh0DegVt46d753lA70S9NUJMhXyx9aaynz2_Ms2Vb_LmYNL6wxJz7GlKcN3dkCZkwBWNKiuNMgqGeGWdHvb4gXshlLtOe4ebV7P_Vgb9ZqW1ixPIdHDSinZM18pSOeOOw&__tn__=-R
file://///d3cfile01/research/Candidates%20&%20Campaigns/Texas/Gonzales,%20Tony/Book/Drafts%20Folder/%5bTony%20Gonzales%20For%20Congress%20on%20Facebook,%205/3/19%5d
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[Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 5/16/19] 

 

5/15/19: Gonzales Filed The Statement Of Organization For Tony Gonzales For Congress With the Federal 

Election Commission. [Federal Election Commission, Filing # FEC-1330894, 5/15/19] 

 

August 7th 2019: Gonzales Was Officially Discharged From The Navy 

 

8/7/19: Gonzales Was Officially Discharged From Active Duty And Transferred To The Fleet Reserve. 

[United States Navy Personnel Command, DD Form 4/1, 8/7/19] 

 

The San Antonio-Express News Reported Gonzales’s Last Day In Uniform As 7/31/19. “Today will be 

Tony Gonzales’ last day in uniform. Thursday will be his first day as a politician. Gonzales, a San Antonian 

who has served 20 years in the Navy — including stints in Iraq and Afghanistan — is getting set to launch his 

first political campaign. Say this for him: He didn’t give himself an easy mission. For his first political 

swimming lesson, he’s jumping right into the deep end of the pool.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/31/19] 

 

Gonzales Received $3,055.50 In Contributions From Members Of The Armed Forces Before His Formal 

Discharge Date 

 

8/1/19: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $2,305.50 From Angel Gonzales, Tony Gonzales’s Wife, And 

An Employee Of The Department Of Defense. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/27/20] 

 

8/1/19: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $500 From Michael Hettinger, An Employee Of The U.S. 

Navy. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/27/20] 

 

8/3/19: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $250 Puni Alefaio, An Employee Of The U.S. Navy. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/27/20] 

 

file://///d3cfile01/research/Candidates%20&%20Campaigns/Texas/Gonzales,%20Tony/Book/Drafts%20Folder/%5bTony%20Gonzales%20For%20Congress%20on%20Facebook,%205/3/19%5d
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00706614/1330894/
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/San-Antonio-Navy-vet-sets-his-sights-on-14268343.php?fbclid=IwAR2ZHDgyowY5dIgJReYtpRXkhTLOSCOW2Fxg9_XzYn8t5kddvSuk43oQO7I
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077501
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077508
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077493
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Gonzales Used His Own Money And His Family To Inflate Campaign Contribution 

Numbers 

 

August 2019: Gonzales Loaned His Campaign $65,000 And Then Bragged To The Media About His 

Fundraising Successes 

 

Gonzales’ Contributions Accounted For Over 40% Of Total Campaign Receipts 

 

As Of The Third Quarter Of 2019, Gonzales’ Total Campaign Receipts, Including His Self-Fundraising, Was 

$151,791.65. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

8/31/19: Gonzales Loaned His Campaign $65,000. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/3/20] 

 

 
[Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/3/20] 

 

9/30/19: Gonzales Contributed $1,982.15 To His Campaign. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/3/20] 

 

Gonzales Told Media That His Campaign Had Raised Over $100,000 In His First Month 

 

September 2019: Gonzales Told Politico That His Campaign Had Raised $100,000, Neglecting To Mention 

His Personal Contributions. “Republican Tony Gonzales, who is running in TX-23, said he raised $100,000 in his 

first month as a candidate.” [Politico, 9/4/19] 

 

2019: Gonzales’ Family Contributed More Than $32,421 To His Campaign, Over 12% Of 

Individual Contributions 

 

Campaign Contributions - Gonzales’s Family 

Name 
Relationship To 

Gonzales 
Gross Contributions Amount Refunded 

Net 

Contribution 

Christina Gonzales Daughter $700 $300 $400 

Angel Gonzales Wife $10,311 $2,305.50 $8,500.50 

Rachel Pena Mother $7,900 $700 $7,200 

Anthony Rubalcava Half-Brother $2,110 $900 $1,200 

file://///D3CFILE01/research/Candidates%20&%20Campaigns/Texas/Gonzales,%20Tony/Book/Drafts%20Folder/%5bFederal%20Election%20Commission,%20accessed%201/3/20%5d
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077530
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077530
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077529
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-score/2019/09/04/the-first-shoe-drops-after-hickenloopers-senate-switch-730324
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Fidencio Rubalcava Half-Brother $1,000 $900 $100 

Simona Rubalcava Sister In-Law $10,400 $4,800 $5,600 

Total  $32,421 $9,950.50 $23,00.50 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Gonzales Was Related To Christina Gonzales, Angel Gonzales, Christina Gonzales, Rachel Pena, Anthony 

Rubalcava, Fidencio Rubalcava, And Simona Rubalcava 

 

Gonzales Had A Daughter Named Christina Gonzales. “Tony is married to Angel Gonzales and has five 

wonderful children: Christina, Jesus, Emmanuel, Daniel, and Gabriel.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress, accessed 

2/14/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Wife Was Angel Gonzales. “Tony is married to Angel Gonzales and has five wonderful children: 

Christina, Jesus, Emmanuel, Daniel, and Gabriel.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress, accessed 2/14/20] 

 

 
[Angel Gonzales on Facebook, 12/13/19] 

 

 

https://tonygonzalesforcongress.com/meet-tony/
https://tonygonzalesforcongress.com/meet-tony/
https://www.facebook.com/angel.tinktink7
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[Angel Gonzales on Facebook, 8/1/19] 

 

Gonzales’s Mother Was Rachel Pena. “Alumnus of 79 Rachel Pena son running for Congress.” [Abby Cantu on 

Facebook, 1/13/20] 

 

Pena Wrote That Gonzales, And Anthony And Fidencio Rubalcava Were Her “Three Handsome Sons.” 

[Rachel Pena on Facebook, 7/17/18] 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/angel.tinktink7/posts/10103345615456845
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ehsgoldenbears/permalink/2541852119166727/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1853451014949527&set=a.1585180621776569&type=3
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[Abby Cantu on Facebook, 1/13/20] 

 

 
[Rachel Pena on Facebook, 7/17/18] 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ehsgoldenbears/permalink/2541852119166727/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1853451014949527&set=a.1585180621776569&type=3
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Anthony Rubalcava Was Gonzales’s Half-Brother. [Anthony Rubalcava on Facebook, 5/29/19] 

 

Rachel Pena Wrote That Gonzales, And Anthony And Fidencio Rubalcava Were Her “Three Handsome 

Sons.” [Rachel Pena on Facebook, 7/17/18] 

 

 

 
[Anthony Rubalcava on Facebook, 5/29/19] 

 

Simona Rubalcava Was The Wife Of Anthony Rubalcava And The Sister-In-Law Of Tony Gonzales. 

[Simona Rubalcava on Facebook, accessed 1/13/20] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10214446926113046&set=a.1413005251243&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1853451014949527&set=a.1585180621776569&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10214446926113046&set=a.1413005251243&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/simona.segundo.3/about?section=relationship&lst=100000721131397%3A100001277838106%3A1578951754


  
 

Tony Gonzales (TX-23)  Research Book |  29  

 
[Simona Rubalcava on Facebook, accessed 1/13/20] 

 

Fidencio Rubalcava Was The Half-Brother Of Tony Gonzales. [Anthony Rubalcava on Facebook, 5/29/19] 

 

Rachel Pena Wrote That Gonzales, And Anthony And Fidencio Rubalcava Were Her “Three Handsome 

Sons.” [Rachel Pena on Facebook, 7/17/18] 

 

Fidencio Rubalcava Listed Rachel Pena As His Mother On Facebook. [Fidencio Rubalcava on Facebook, 

accessed 1/13/20] 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/simona.segundo.3/about?section=relationship&lst=100000721131397%3A100001277838106%3A1578951754
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10214446926113046&set=a.1413005251243&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1853451014949527&set=a.1585180621776569&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/rubalf/about?section=relationship&lst=100000721131397%3A856840064%3A1578935935
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[Fidencio Rubalcava on Facebook, accessed 1/13/20] 

 

Gonzales’ Teenage Daughter, Christina, Contributed $700 To The Campaign, $300 Of Which Was Later 

Refunded 

 

9/5/19: Christina Gonzales Contributed $400 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

 Q4 2019: $300 Was Refunded To Christina Gonzales. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

12/11/19: Christina Gonzales Contributed $300 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Gonzales’ Wife, Angel Gonzales, Contributed $10,311 To The Campaign, Including The Legal Maximum 

For Both The Primary And General Election Funds 

 

8/1/19: Angel Gonzales Contributed $982.37 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Runoff Fund In The Form Of An 

In Kind Donation Of Campaign T-Shirts. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: $982.37 Was Refunded To Angel Gonzales. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

https://www.facebook.com/rubalf/about?section=relationship&lst=100000721131397%3A856840064%3A1578935935
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077505
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077501
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077502
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8/1/19: Angel Gonzales Contributed $44.99 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Runoff Fund In The Form Of An 

In Kind Donation Of Campaign Phone Line Activation Fees. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: $44.99 Was Refunded To Angel Gonzales. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

8/1/19: Angel Gonzales Contributed $259.80 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Runoff Fund In The Form Of An 

In Kind Donation Of Campaign Business Cards. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: $259.80 Was Refunded To Angel Gonzales. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

8/1/19: Angel Gonzales Contributed $1,018.34 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Runoff Fund In The Form Of 

An In Kind Donation Of Campaign Placards And Yard Signs. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: $1,018.34 Was Refunded To Angel Gonzales. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

9/5/19: Angel Gonzales Contributed $2,800, The Legal Maximum, To Tony Gonzales For Congress’s 

Primary Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

9/5/19: Angel Gonzales Contributed $2,800, The Legal Maximum, To Tony Gonzales For Congress’s 

General Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

12/31/19: Angel Gonzales Contributed $2,405.50 To Tony Gonzales For Congress’s General Ruoff Election 

Fund. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Gonzales’ Mother, Rachel Pena, Contributed $7,900 To The Gonzales Campaign, $700 Of Which Was Later 

Refunded 

 

9/1/19: Rachel Pena Contributed $2,800, The Legal Maximum, To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary 

Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

9/1/19: Rachel Pena Contributed $2,700, The Legal Maximum, To The Gonzales Campaign’s General 

Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

9/30/19: Rachel Pena Contributed $700 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Runoff Election Fund In The Form Of 

An In-Kind Contribution Of Social Media Management. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: Rachel Pena Was Refunded $700. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

9/30/19: Rachel Pena Contributed $100 To The Gonzales Campaign’s General Election Fund, Bringing Her 

To-Date Contributions To The Legal Maximum Of $2,800. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

12/11/19: Rachel Pena Contributed $700 To The Gonzales Campaign’s General Runoff Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

12/17/19: Rachel Pena Contributed $900 To The Gonzales Campaign’s General Runoff Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Half-Brother Anthony Rubalcava Contributed $1,210 To The Gonzales Campaign, $900 Of 

Which Was Refunded 

 

8/1/19: Anthony Rubalcava Contributed $1,000 To The  Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/19] 

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077501
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077502
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077503
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077504
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077503
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077504
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077503
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077505
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077510
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077510
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077511
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077512
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077511
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077514
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Q4 2019: Anthony Rubalcava Was Refunded $900. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/19] 

 

8/16/19: Anthony Rubalcava Contributed $50 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/6/19] 

 

9/29/19: Anthony Rubalcava Contributed $160 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/19] 

 

12/17/19: Anthony Rubalcava Contributed $900 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/19] 

 

Gonzales’s Half-Brother, Fidencio Rubalcava, Contributed $1,000 To The Gonzales Campaign, $900 Of 

Which Was Refunded 

 

9/2/19: Fidencio Rubalcava Contributed $1000 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/19] 

 

Q4 2019: Fidencio Rubalcava Was Refunded $900. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/19] 

 

Gonzales’s Sister In-Law, Simona Rubalcava, Contributed $5,600 To The Gonzales Campaign, 4,800$  Of 

Which Was Refunded By 

 

8/10/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $1000 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: Simona Rubalcava Was Refunded $900. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

8/18/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $500 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: Simona Rubalcava Was Refunded $400. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

8/24/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $100 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

8/31/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $1000 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: Simona Rubalvcava Was Refunded $900. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

9/8/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $1000 To The Gonzales Campaign’s General Election Fund. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: Simona Rubalvcava Was Refunded $900. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

9/14/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $200 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: Simona Rubalcava Was Refunded $100. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

9/21/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $1000 To The Gonzales Campaign’s General Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077515
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077514
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077514
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077516
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077517
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077516
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077517
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077516
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077518
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077519
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077519
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077520
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077519
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077520
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077521
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077522
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077521
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Q4 2019: Simona Rubalcava Was Refunded $900. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

9/29/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $800 To The Gonzales Campaign’s General Election Fund. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

Q4 2019: Simona Rubalcava Was Refunded $700. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

12/17/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $2,300 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

12/17/19: Simona Rubalcava Contributed $2,500 To The Gonzales Campaign’s Runoff  Election Fund. 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

September 2019: Gonzales Claimed That His Campaign Raised $100,000 In Its First Month And That The 

Numbers Showed “Broad And Deep” Support 

 

Gonzales Claimed That His Campaign Raised $100,000 In Its First Month. “Thank you to all who have helped 

us so far! #Thankful #TX23.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 9/3/19] 

 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 9/3/19] 

 

Gonzales’s Family Members Were Paid $23,165.50 To Staff The Campaign 

 

Gonzales’s Mother, Rachel Pena, Was Paid $7,700 By The Gonzales Campaign For Work As A Scheduler 

 

As Of Q4 2019, Rachel Pena Had Been Paid $7,700 For Administrative And Scheduling Services By The 

Gonzales Campaign. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Wife, Angel Gonzales, Was Paid 8,305.5$ 0 For Treasury Management And For In-Kind Services 

 

As Of January 2020, Angel Gonzales Had Been Paid For Administrative And Scheduling Services  08,305.5$

By The Gonzales Campaign. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/15/20] 

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077522
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077521
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077522
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2364781290307084
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2364781290307084
https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00706614&recipient_name=Angel&two_year_transaction_period=2020
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Gonzales’s Sister-In-Law, Simona Rubalcava, Was Paid $7,000 By The Gonzales Campaign For Work As A 

Volunteer Coordinator 

 

As Of Q4 2019, Simona Rubalcava Had Been Paid $7,000 By The Gonzales Campaign For Work As 

Volunteer Coordinator. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Half-Brother, Fidencio Rubalcava, Was Paid $1,000 By The Gonzales Campaign For Audiovisual 

And Photography Work 

 

As of January 2020, Fidencio Rubalcava Had Been Paid $1,000 By The Gonzales Campaign For Audiovisual 

And Photography Work. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/15/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Half-Brother, Anthony Rubalcava, Was Paid $1,160 By The Gonzales Campaign For Event And 

Canvassing Work 

 

As of January 2020, Anthony Rubalcava Had Been Paid $1,160 By The Gonzales Campaign For Event And 

Canvassing Work. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/15/20] 

 

A Professor At A University Gonzales Attended Exceeded Legal Contribution Limits To 

Gonzales’s Campaign Through An LLC 

 

Campaign Contributions – David Butler  

Date Name Or Entity 
Campaign 

Fund 

Gross 

Contribution 

Amount 

Refunded 

Net 

Contribution 

7/31/19 David Butler Primary $2,800 $0 $2,800 

7/31/19 David Butler Runoff $2,800 $0 $2,800 

7/31/19 Butler Rentals, LLC Primary $2,800 $0 $2,800 

7/31/19 Daedalus 

Corporation 

Primary $2,800 $2,800 $0 

9/30/19 Butler Rentals, LLC General $2,800 $0 $2,800 

9/30/19 David Butler General $2,800 $0 $2,800 

9/30/19 Daedalus 

Corporation 

General $2,800 $2,800 $0 

Total   $19,600 $5,600 $14,000 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

David Butler Was A Professor At The University Of Southern Mississippi, Where Gonzales Studied 

 

David Butler Worked As A Professor At The University Of Southern Mississippi And Middle Tennessee 

State University 

 

David Butler Was A Professor At The At The University Of Southern Mississippi. [Academia.edu, accessed  

1/2/20] 

 

David Butler Also Worked For Middle Tennessee State University In Murfreesboro, TN. [Middle Tennessee 

State University, accessed 1/2/20]  

 

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077540
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077539
https://southernmiss.academia.edu/DavidLButler/CurriculumVitae
https://www.mtsu.edu/faculty/david-butler
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Gonzales Was A Student At The University Of Southern Mississippi And Followed David Butler On An 

Academic Platform 

 

c. 2016: Gonzales Was Enrolled At The University Of Southern Mississippi As A Ph.D Student. “Gonzales, a 

doctoral student at The University of Southern Mississippi and a cryptologic technician, senior chief petty officer 

for the United States Navy, is one of only 15 servicemen from across the United States selected to participate from 

the Navy.” [US Fed News, 8/9/16] 

 

2019: Butler Contributed Above The Legal Maximum To The Gonzales Campaign’s Runoff And General 

Election Categories Through An LLC With His Address 

 

7/31/19: Butler Contributed $2,800 In His Own Name, The Legal Maximum, To The Gonzales Campaign’s 

General Runoff Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission 1/2/20] 

 

7/31/19: Butler Rentals LLC, With The Same Murfreesboro, TN Address As Butler, Contributed $2,800 To 

The Gonzales Campaign’s Runoff Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission 1/2/20] 

 

David Butler And Butler Rentals Both Had The Address Of 1222 Melvin Dr, Murfreesboro, TN 72138. 

[Federal Election Commission 1/2/20] 

 

9/30/19: Butler Contributed $2,800 In His Own Name, The Legal Maximum, To The Gonzales Campaign’s 

General Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission 1/2/20] 

 

9/30/19: Butler Rentals LLC, With The Same Murfreesboro, TN Address As Butler, Contributed $2,800 To 

The Gonzales Campaign’s General Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission 1/2/20] 

 

 
[Federal Election Commission 1/2/20] 

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077495
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077495
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077496
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077495
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077496
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077496
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A Company With The Same Address As Butler, Daedalus Corporation, Contributed To Gonzales’s 

Campaign Which Resulted In An FEC Complaint 

 

7/31/19: Daedalus Corporation, Which Had The Same Address As Butler, Contributed $2,800, The Legal 

Limit To The Gonzales Campaign’s Primary Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission, 1/2/20] 

 

David Butler And The Daedalus Corporation Both Had The Address Of 1222 Melvin Dr, Murfreesboro, 

TN 72138. [Federal Election Commission 1/2/20] 

 

Q4 2019: The Daedalus Corporation Was Refunded In Full. [Federal Election Commission, 1/2/20] 

 

9/30/19: Daedalus Corporation, Which Had The Same Address As Butler, Contributed $2,800, The Legal 

Limit To The Gonzales Campaign’s General Election Fund. [Federal Election Commission, 1/2/20] 

 

Q4 2019: The Daedalus Corporation Was Refunded In Full. [Federal Election Commission, 1/2/20 

 

December 2019: The FEC Sent The Gonzales Campaign A Letter Noting That Contributions From Daedalus 

Corporation Were Likely Impermissible 

 

December 2019: The FEC Sent The Gonzales Campaign Noting That Contributions From The Daedalus 

Corporation Were Likely Impermissible. “Schedule A of your report discloses one or more contributions that 

appear to be from a corporation(s) and/or labor organization(s) (see attached). 52 U.S.C. § 30118(a) (formerly 2 

U.S.C. § 441b(a)) and 11 CFR § 103.3(b) prohibit the receipt of contributions from corporations and labor 

organizations unless made from separate segregated funds established by the corporations and labor organizations.” 

[Federal Election Commission, 12/9/19] 

 

 
[Federal Election Commission, 12/9/19] 

 

In A Response Letter To The FEC, The Gonzales Campaign Noted That Contributions From The Daedalus 

Corporation Had Been Refunded. “The Tony Gonzales for Congress committee (FED ID# C00706614) is in 

receipt of your Request for Additional Information dated December 9, 2019, regarding the committee's Amended 

October Quarterly Report (07/01/2019 - 09/30/2019). The committee has reviewed the receipts from Daedalus 

Corporation, reported on Schedule A, page 9 of the report.  As of this date, and as noted in the memo entries on 

Schedule A, page 10 of the Amended October Quarterly Report, the contributions received from Daedalus 

Corporation have been refunded.” [Federal Election Commission, 12/11/19] 

 

 

 

  

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077497
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077497
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077498
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077497
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077498
https://docquery.fec.gov/pdf/709/201912090300052709/201912090300052709.pdf
https://docquery.fec.gov/pdf/709/201912090300052709/201912090300052709.pdf
https://docquery.fec.gov/dcdev/fectxt/1365956.txt
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Key Visuals 
 

Video 
 

Audio 
 

Gonzales Attempted To Distance Himself From Will Hurd At A Candidate Meet And Greet. [Tony Gonzales, 

Del Rio Meet and Greet, 12/6/19]  

 

NOTE: Audio is available on Vantage.  

 

Images 
 

Gonzales And Marco Rubio 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 2/8/2018] 

 

Gonzales And House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2107917349235028&set=p.2107917349235028&type=3
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/9/19] 

 

Gonzales And El Paso Mayor Dee Margo 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/15/19]  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2433826553402557
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2512691568849388/?type=3


  
 

Tony Gonzales (TX-23)  Research Book |  39  

 

Personal & Professional 

History   
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Biography  
 

This section provides background information on Gonzales’s personal life, including education, 

personal finances, criminal and civil record, and other areas. Searches were conducted with various 

local media in Bexar County, media outlets including the Texas Tribune, the Dallas Morning News, 

the San Antonio Express News, as well as a number of other online resources, including Lexis-Nexis. 

 

Birth Date 

 

Ernest Anthony Gonzales II Was Born On October 10, 1980 in The State of Alabama. [State of Florida, 

Department of Health, Marriage License, Issued 10/3/16] 

 

Education 
 

Gonzales Claimed That He Dropped Out Of High School But Stated That He Received A Diploma 

On A Job Application 

 

July 2019: Gonzales Said That He Dropped Out Of High School And Received A High School Diploma In 

The Navy. “He grew up in the working-class midtown neighborhood of Five Points. On the verge of graduating 

from Edison High School, he dropped out. ‘I was just really on a spiral and then God kind of pulled me out and 

guided me into the Navy,’ Gonzales said. ‘I get my high-school diploma while I’m in the Navy, I get my associates 

degree, my bachelor’s degree, my master’s degree and now I’m finishing up my Ph.D.’” [San Antonio Express-

News, 7/31/19] 

 

March 2015: Gonzales Claimed That He Graduated From Edison High School In San Antonio, TX On A 

Job Application. [Pensacola State College Human Resources, filed 3/4/15] 

 

https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/San-Antonio-Navy-vet-sets-his-sights-on-14268343.php
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[Pensacola State College Human Resources, filed 3/4/15] 

 

2002-2005: Gonzales Was Enrolled A Chaminade University Of Honolulu 

 

2002-2005: Gonzales Was Enrolled In Chaminade University of Honolulu. [Pensacola State College Human 

Resources, filed 3/4/15] 

 

2005: Gonzales Earned An Associate Of Arts Degree In Liberal Arts. [Pensacola State College Human 

Resources, filed 3/4/15] 

 

2005-2009: Gonzales Was Enrolled At Excelsior College Of Albany, NY 

 

2005-2009: Gonzales Was Enrolled At Excelsior College In Albany, NY. [Pensacola State College Human 

Resources, filed 3/4/15] 

 

2009: Gonzales Earned A Bachelor Of Science Degree In Liberal Arts. [Pensacola State College Human 

Resources, filed 3/4/15] 

 

2012-2014: Gonzales Was Enrolled At American Public University Of Charles Town, WV 

 

2012-2014: Gonzales Was Enrolled At American Public University Of Charles Town, WV. [Pensacola State 

College Human Resources, filed 3/4/15] 

 

2014: Gonzales Earner A Master Of Arts Degree In International Relations And Conflict Resolution. 

[Pensacola State College Human Resources, filed 3/4/15] 

 

 
[Pensacola State College Human Resources, filed 3/4/15] 

 

2014-2020: Gonzales Was Enrolled At The University Of Southern Mississippi In Hattiesburg, MS 

 

2014: Gonzales Claimed That He Enrolled At The University Of Southern Mississippi As A Ph.D. Candidate 

In International Politics And Security Studies. [Tony Gonzales On Facebook, 8/14/15] 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/timeline/story?ut=32&wstart=-2051193600&wend=2147483647&hash=1178633762163396&pagefilter=3&ustart=1&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDnQ3Xo5W7I0mzLZcDuiUrb4ciB5rUJdSnc_dy3MHwaPhRTsD5toz4suL5025uRnuglG9THAuuZv3chXpAtBTxcMgW2vEq_PS5N-enBNUlNjhZATMrd6yYSGzYfJKbmSfdwMv4DBOMmIdI5dCLD3AGfVN-heI41czHhLSstYBvZ8Vj9IlwxyZPI9vkfNQAvdmSdiKcC-0slV2zgJqNKH3CWMzTgjSjqNvTbJc5oAbBjZU_WXeGfiQ&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales On Facebook, 8/14/15] 

 

c. 2016: Gonzales Was Enrolled At The University Of Southern Mississippi As A Doctoral Student. 

“Gonzales, a doctoral student at The University of Southern Mississippi and a cryptologic technician, senior chief 

petty officer for the United States Navy, is one of only 15 servicemen from across the United States selected to 

participate from the Navy.” [US Fed News, 8/9/16] 

 

2019: Gonzales Claimed That He Was “Finishing His Ph.D.” “‘We have a good story. I'm a young Hispanic in a 

70-percent Hispanic district. I joined the Navy at 18 without a high school diploma and now I'm finishing my Ph.d. 

For us, the American Dream is alive and well and real,’ he said. Gonzales, who was a Navy cryptologist until this 

summer, also did a stint as a staff member for Florida GOP Sen. Marco Rubio.” [San Antonio-Express News, 

9/27/19] 

 

2015-2017: Gonzales Was Enrolled At Georgetown University In Washington, DC 

 

c. 2015: Gonzales Was Enrolled At Georgetown University As A Graduate Student In Legislative Studies. 

[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 1/6/17] 

 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 1/6/17] 

 

c. 2015: Gonzales Left Georgetown University, Without A Clear Indicator Of Receiving A Degree. [Tony 

Gonzales on Facebook, 1/6/17] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/timeline/story?ut=32&wstart=-2051193600&wend=2147483647&hash=1178633762163396&pagefilter=3&ustart=1&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDnQ3Xo5W7I0mzLZcDuiUrb4ciB5rUJdSnc_dy3MHwaPhRTsD5toz4suL5025uRnuglG9THAuuZv3chXpAtBTxcMgW2vEq_PS5N-enBNUlNjhZATMrd6yYSGzYfJKbmSfdwMv4DBOMmIdI5dCLD3AGfVN-heI41czHhLSstYBvZ8Vj9IlwxyZPI9vkfNQAvdmSdiKcC-0slV2zgJqNKH3CWMzTgjSjqNvTbJc5oAbBjZU_WXeGfiQ&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/1613418202018281?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBE6BpogrbRw9GLRMh3li9ZIQA8Ma2O1ynnhAAucx7Im4HHBoLCApEQZXvuQwHLRkFlH46FG-ZLxOJ9PBU5Y9UwMuqtq0O6aB1BXasJKW6cRV21Oq7AMPIfT2psDvOEp0lL_O1jdtTf5C3GJY-GBsH-Lx4Jw5Owb-5q3GBX4KsQgnZqzHitPlcscLOy5_JOlX3-TgOs0QxPx9hBCIDMNz0PWf0nzeXHsyvjpqxmvq575_sXbd6ieA&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/1613418202018281?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBE6BpogrbRw9GLRMh3li9ZIQA8Ma2O1ynnhAAucx7Im4HHBoLCApEQZXvuQwHLRkFlH46FG-ZLxOJ9PBU5Y9UwMuqtq0O6aB1BXasJKW6cRV21Oq7AMPIfT2psDvOEp0lL_O1jdtTf5C3GJY-GBsH-Lx4Jw5Owb-5q3GBX4KsQgnZqzHitPlcscLOy5_JOlX3-TgOs0QxPx9hBCIDMNz0PWf0nzeXHsyvjpqxmvq575_sXbd6ieA&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/1613418202018281?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBE6BpogrbRw9GLRMh3li9ZIQA8Ma2O1ynnhAAucx7Im4HHBoLCApEQZXvuQwHLRkFlH46FG-ZLxOJ9PBU5Y9UwMuqtq0O6aB1BXasJKW6cRV21Oq7AMPIfT2psDvOEp0lL_O1jdtTf5C3GJY-GBsH-Lx4Jw5Owb-5q3GBX4KsQgnZqzHitPlcscLOy5_JOlX3-TgOs0QxPx9hBCIDMNz0PWf0nzeXHsyvjpqxmvq575_sXbd6ieA&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 1/6/17] 

 

Spanish Language 

 

Gonzales Claimed To Speak Spanish Fluently 

 

November 2019: Gonzales Claimed That He Was A Fluent Spanish Speaker. “Gonzales responded by saying 

he and Hurd are ‘different people’ — noting, for example, that he has five kids and speaks fluent Spanish — and 

emphasizing that the ‘key is for me to be my own man.’” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/20] 

 

On A 2015 Resume, Gonzales Claimed To Be Effectively Bi-Lingual And A Spanish Speaker. [Pensacola State 

College Human Resources, 3/4/15] 

 

 
[Pensacola State College Human Resources, 3/4/15] 

 

Career 
 

The following provides a brief overview of Gonzales’s professional career: 

 

Professional 

• 1999-2019: United States Navy, Final Rank: Master Chief Petty Officer 

• 2015-16: Pensacola State College, Adjunct Faculty Member 

• 2017-20: University of Maryland Global Campus, Assistant Adjunct Professor 

• 2017-18: Office of Senator Marco Rubio, Washington, DC, Legislative Fellow’ 

• 2018-19: San Antonio Head Start Policy Council, Community Representative 

• 2018-19: Foundation For The Defense Of Democracies, National Security Fellow 

 

1999-2019: U.S. Navy 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/timeline/story?ut=32&wstart=-2051193600&wend=2147483647&hash=1613418202018281&pagefilter=3&ustart=1&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAFoVy-WtsE4vswcoEO0KdNXelUi9joJ5DjBZN749xSc399Y0LLIrmerE1mMDOggZZe7n9f9UGt99HT6uEzj00qDQ3ZzZSXj_mXWtjB7P50NRu2rHTRHmfmrKcxNXuLEsbEXKG2NFCptQKgIQ9qOTQJMxedfobd2n5dYm6Yh_AmY45H_mY7mOYuQZjfTOi_C2333N4DbqMTrmzg_yQgDEFpW3i-yMCI0lugAd8D2DuYuQMayTvakQ&__tn__=-R
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
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Timeline Of Service 

 

5/20/99: Gonzales Enlisted In The United States Naval Reserve As A Seaman Recruit, The Lowest Rank In 

The Navy. [United States Navy Personnel Command, DD Form 214, 5/20/99] 

 

11/12/00-5/3/01: Gonzales Was A Naval Technical Training Student. [United States Navy Personnel Command, 

FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19]  

 

5/6/01-5/18/01: Gonzales Was Assigned To The Pacific Fleet Aviation Specialized Operational Training 

Group. [United States Navy Personnel Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

5/23/01-11/1/05: Gonzales Was Assigned To Navy Information Operations Detachment Kaneohe Bay, 

Hawaii. [United States Navy Personnel Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

11/8/05-2/15/06: Gonzales Was Stationed At Goodfellow Air Force Base in San Angelo, Texas. [United States 

Navy Personnel Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

3/17/06-8/21/09: Gonzales Was Stationed At Navy Information Operations Command In San Antonio, Texas. 

[United States Navy Personnel Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

9/24/09-unk: Gonzales Was Stationed At the Expeditionary Combat Readiness Center In San Diego, 

California. [United States Navy Personnel Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

8/11/10-11/1/13: Gonzales Was Stationed Aboard USS Michael Murphy. [United States Navy Personnel 

Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

11/3/13-12/13/13: Gonzales Was Stationed At The Navy Senior Enlisted Academy. [United States Navy 

Personnel Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

12/30/13-10/31/16: Gonzales Was Stationed At The Center For Information Warfare Training In Pensacola, 

Florida. [United States Navy Personnel Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

11/4/16-2/12/18: Gonzales Was Stationed At The Navy Office Of Legislative Affairs In Washington, DC. 

[United States Navy Personnel Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

2/27/18-7/31/19: Gonzales Was Stationed At Navy Information Operations Command In San Antonio, Texas. 

[United States Navy Personnel Command, FORM NAVPERS 107.0/605, 8/7/19] 

 

8/7/19: Gonzales Was Discharged From Active Duty And Transferred To The Fleet Reserve. [United States 

Navy Personnel Command, DD Form 4/1, 5/20/99] 

 

Gonzales Retired From Active Duty As A Master Chief Petty Officer, The Highest Non-Commissioned 

Rank In The Navy. [United States Navy Personnel Command, DD 214, 8/7/19] 

 

Duties 

 

2015: Gonzales Described His Role In The Navy As Primarily One Of Training And Curriculum 

Management. “Duties: ‘To Deliver full spectrum, cyber, information, and intelligence training to achieve 

superiority. Responsible for the day-to-day operations of 23 cryptologic courses. Instruct courses and manage 

curriculum.” [Pensacola State College Human Resources Department, filed 3/4/15] 

 

Citations And Commendations 
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8/4/09: Gonzales Was Awarded The Joint Service Commendation Medal By The National Security Agency. 

[National Security Agency, DOD Form 2413 May 1999, 4/8/09] 

 

 
[National Security Agency, 4/8/09] 

 

Gonzales Was Awarded The Medal For His Role As Customer Relations Directorate Leader At The National 

Security Agency/Central Security Service Facility In Texas. “Chief Cryptologic Technician Collection Ernest 

Gonzales, United States Navy, distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious service from March 2006 to 

August 2009 while serving within the National Security Agency/Central Security Service Texas. During this 

period, Chief Gonzales excelled as the Customer Relations Directorate Senior Enlisted Leader for 19 multiservice 

and civilian personnel.” [National Security Agency, 4/8/09] 

 

11/1/13: Gonzales Was Awarded The Navy And Marine Corps Achievement Medal. [United States 

Department of the Navy, form NAVSO 1650/12 (7-99), 11/1/13] 

 

Gonzales Was Awarded The Medal For His Management Of Personnel Onboard USS Michael Murphy. 

“Professional achievement as operations technicians leading Chief Pettty Officer onboard USS Michael 

Murphy (DDG 112), from August 2010 to November 2013. Senior Chief Gonzales acted as detachment 

command Master Chief for 150 Sailors and operations Department LCPO for 65 Sailors. He skillfully crafted 

the personnel qualification, financial specialist and education service officer programs, and as command fitness 

leader he 98 percent pass rate for six cycles is unprecedented.” [United States Department of the Navy, form 

NAVSO 1650/12 (7-99), 11/1/13] 
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10/12/16: Gonzales Was Awarded The Navy And Marine Corps Commendation Medal. [United States 

Department of the Navy, form NAVSO 1650/11 (7-99), 10/12/16] 

 

Gonzales Was Awarded The Medal For His Management Of Information Warfare Curriculum At The 

Center For Information Warfare Training In Pensacola, FL. “Senior Chief Gonzales Expertly Managed 23 

advanced ‘A’ and ‘C’ school courses spanning 16 training sites. He led 164 instructors in providing exceptional 

training to more than 9,000 students.” [United States Department of the Navy, form NAVSO 1650/11 (7-99), 

10/12/16] 

 

U.S. Navy Office Of Legislative Affairs 

 

2016: Gonzales Was Selected To Participate In The LEGIS Fellowship Program In 2017 And He Was The 

Only Enlisted Officer Selected For The Program That Year. “Ernest "Tony" Gonzales has always shown a keen 

interest in government, and this fall he'll have the opportunity to be in the middle of it all, serving as a 2017 Navy 

Legislative Fellow for the Navy's Office of Legislative Affairs in Washington D.C. […] Primarily opened to mid-

ranked naval officers, 2016 marks the first year the LEGIS Fellows program was made available to senior enlisted 

members like Gonzales, currently ranked as an E-8. He is the only senior enlisted member selected for the 

fellowship.” [US Fed News, 8/9/16] 

 

Gonzales Was One Of 15 Navy Service Members Selected For The Fellowship. “Gonzales, a doctoral 

student at The University of Southern Mississippi and a cryptologic technician, senior chief petty officer for the 

United States Navy, is one of only 15 servicemen from across the United States selected to participate from the 

Navy.” [US Fed News, 8/9/16] 

 

The Fellowship Was In The U.S. Navy’s Office Of Legislative Affairs. “A highly competitive and limited 

program, the Navy Legislative Fellows (LEGIS Fellows) provides an annual opportunity for naval officers to 

broaden their experience and knowledge in the operations and organization of Congress while enhancing the 

Navy's ability to fulfill its role in the national policy development process.” [US Fed News, 8/9/16] 

 

Fellows Served On The Staff Of Members Of Congress Or Senators On Their Respective Armed 

Services Committees. “Even though the program will be a total shift from his Navy training, Gonzales is 

looking forward to participating in the program. During the 14-month fellowship, which begins Nov. 1, 

Gonzales and other LEGIS fellows will complete a variety of projects, including drafting legislation and 

organizing committee hearings. Fellows will also serve on the staff of a senator or congressman who sits on one 

of the various Armed Services committees in Congress.” [US Fed News, 8/9/16] 

 

2015 -2016: Pensacola State College 

 

March 2015: Gonzales Became An Employee Of Pensacola State College. [Pensacola State College Human 

Resources Department, filed 3/4/15] 

 

2016: Gonzales Was Teaching At Pensacola State College As An Adjunct Faculty Member. “Gonzales is 

pursuing a doctoral degree in international development (IDV) at Southern Miss while teaching U.S. 

Government at Pensacola State College as an adjunct faculty member in Pensacola, Fla., where he is stationed.” 

[US Fed News, 8/9/16] 

 

2017-2020: University of Maryland Global Campus (Formerly University of Maryland University 

College) 

 

February 2017: Gonzales Started A Job As An Assistant Adjunct Professor At University Of Maryland 

University College. [Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 2/7/17] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/timeline/story?ut=32&wstart=-2051193600&wend=2147483647&hash=1651938164832951&pagefilter=3&ustart=1&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAH5Cu_07ScMjjPUeuSaKZp-myTuDQBfjHxi2b1Ejg-xGandtQqO4sOGrjv3RDEoZhTVrM3mxRemaAfV0TmGZUvR6gqRiAHT_dFQMbLJSdGuNXW_ad6ugCZn0STwBKAKDKATkmrOaH2peU3OliDuikS75Qpp925HTO4RvuBKHsZF3uBtkt0ifCINJcGGslLYNmESvdlbtRfvgj8wIA-fvK77YhTtqwbtBcZeEUuzhM37MHdwvNnbQ&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 2/7/17] 

 

2017-2018: Office Of Senator Marco Rubio 

 

Gonzales Worked In The Office Of Senator Marco Rubio As A Legislative Fellow. [Legistorm, accessed 

12/1/8/19] 

 

2018-2019: Foundation For The Defense Of Democracies 

 

May 2018: Gonzales Joined A Think Tank, Foundation For Defense Of Democracies, As A National Security 

Fellow. [Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 4/18/18] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 4/18/18] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/timeline/story?ut=32&wstart=-2051193600&wend=2147483647&hash=1651938164832951&pagefilter=3&ustart=1&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAH5Cu_07ScMjjPUeuSaKZp-myTuDQBfjHxi2b1Ejg-xGandtQqO4sOGrjv3RDEoZhTVrM3mxRemaAfV0TmGZUvR6gqRiAHT_dFQMbLJSdGuNXW_ad6ugCZn0STwBKAKDKATkmrOaH2peU3OliDuikS75Qpp925HTO4RvuBKHsZF3uBtkt0ifCINJcGGslLYNmESvdlbtRfvgj8wIA-fvK77YhTtqwbtBcZeEUuzhM37MHdwvNnbQ&__tn__=-R
https://www.legistorm.com/person/bio/338556/Ernest_Anthony_Gonzales_II.html
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2234397983253630?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDow6P1jJodOc7xJvaH0u6XDnR4sVZ4k8sIDYxdIaxTpAoeNaa5Upo9fj6s7LFgtQVKV06CMbmWnKiLOO4ZtB_hb2dFYzJDxe3Jy43X6BIba2kUGY2pkmlvDF2tHJidMTEmVmzKWyQzZ_AujO_I5XOAP51vHbi8nh3-6JlKaYh8zei7UDNJcEu2YpNc04FjSAQLiXdrZXU6v2cTuUo1P8qAqx7YkoJXNZNWK5rgKpJlwd8ZmdV0fUftwABYcLKQdbfVQprBBX8&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2234397983253630?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDow6P1jJodOc7xJvaH0u6XDnR4sVZ4k8sIDYxdIaxTpAoeNaa5Upo9fj6s7LFgtQVKV06CMbmWnKiLOO4ZtB_hb2dFYzJDxe3Jy43X6BIba2kUGY2pkmlvDF2tHJidMTEmVmzKWyQzZ_AujO_I5XOAP51vHbi8nh3-6JlKaYh8zei7UDNJcEu2YpNc04FjSAQLiXdrZXU6v2cTuUo1P8qAqx7YkoJXNZNWK5rgKpJlwd8ZmdV0fUftwABYcLKQdbfVQprBBX8&__tn__=-R
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[Foundation For Defense Of Democracies, accessed 1/10/20] 

 

May 2019: Gonzales Left His Job As A National Security Fellow With The Foundation For Defense Of 

Democracies. [Tony Gonzales on Facebook, accessed 1/8/20] 

 

 
 

[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, accessed 1/8/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Colleague At The Foundation For Defense Of Democracies Was A Prominent Never Trumper 

 

https://www.fdd.org/team/tony-gonzales/
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2234397979920297?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARADGbDSYlnRaeLLiXN2YBpY8-wDp-eyxT-VUtJVWkZYbKxhjbvmhuePFIKH0qaA5A5IyL6Vg9kKOYtsQzKbcmgSEbgNJoicQL0zEEmvZuylSMlc2alB81sOnMXucMvyQ7gJTogkTAUJF3tTT-QmWchiTLrq_Sn40zn5J5rjEHJIq1adPDPrkw3TJsNX9f16pGQyyMlixvQJdepEmFWXbvrPLNLVm8O4X8oX4iLHTbiD8t_NCqb8-dxsnnyuY4yxv63ZjHonzrA&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2234397979920297?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARADGbDSYlnRaeLLiXN2YBpY8-wDp-eyxT-VUtJVWkZYbKxhjbvmhuePFIKH0qaA5A5IyL6Vg9kKOYtsQzKbcmgSEbgNJoicQL0zEEmvZuylSMlc2alB81sOnMXucMvyQ7gJTogkTAUJF3tTT-QmWchiTLrq_Sn40zn5J5rjEHJIq1adPDPrkw3TJsNX9f16pGQyyMlixvQJdepEmFWXbvrPLNLVm8O4X8oX4iLHTbiD8t_NCqb8-dxsnnyuY4yxv63ZjHonzrA&__tn__=-R
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January 2020: Reuel Gerecht, A Member Of Foundation For Defense Of Democracies Stated They Didn’t 

Expect Donald Trump To Have The “Intestinal Fortitude” To Strike On Qassim Suleimani. “Years before 

President Trump ordered the killing of Maj. Gen. Qassim Suleimani, Reuel Marc Gerecht, a former C.I.A. officer 

and prominent neoconservative commentator, had recommended taking out the notorious Iranian general. […] “He 

surprised me,” said Mr. Gerecht, a fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a hawkish Washington 

think tank that consults closely with the Trump administration on Iran policy. ‘I didn’t expect him to have the 

intestinal fortitude to do that.’” [New York Times, 1/6/20] 

 

Gerecht Was A Prominent Never Trumper Who Declared That Donald Trump Was Unfit To Lead The 

United States. “But it was an unusual admission from Mr. Gerecht, who has regularly criticized the president, 

dating to the 2016 campaign, when he was among the dozens of Republican foreign policy insiders who added 

their names to a letter denouncing Mr. Trump as unfit to lead the nation and collectively came to be known as 

Never Trumpers.” [New York Times, 1/6/20] 

 

Gerecht Stated That Donald Trump Was A “Disappointment On Foreign Policy Issues” Despite 

Ordering The Attack On Suleimani. “‘I don’t think it changes the larger analysis,” Mr. Gerecht cautioned, 

arguing that Mr. Trump remained a major disappointment on foreign policy issues like his criticism of NATO 

allies and his lack of support for Western democratic values throughout the Middle East. But, Mr. Gerecht 

added, “on Iran, which is the most important one in the Middle East, he is getting that one more or less right.” 

[New York Times, 1/6/20] 

 

2018-2019: San Antonio Head Start Policy Council 

 

October 2018: Gonzales Joined The San Antonio Head Policy Start Council 

 

October 2018: Gonzales Submitted An Application To Become A Community Representative On The San 

Antonio Head Start Council. “Good Morning Mr. Gonzales, Thank you for submitting an application for the 

Community Representative position on the City of San Antonio Head Start Policy Council. We would like to 

formally invite you to attend the 2018-2019 Head Start Policy Council New member Orientation next Tuesday, 

November 6th, from 8:00am-12:00pm at the McNay Museum, 6000 N New Braunfels Ave, San Antonio, TX 

78209. There are two Community Representative positions we are seeking to fill for a one year term beginning on 

December 11, 2018, with monthly meetings thereafter.” [Fatima S. El Khoury, San Antonio Department of Human 

Services, 10/31/18] 

 

November 2018: Gonzales Became A Member Of The Head Start Policy Council. “Hi Tony, Thank you for 

attending out orientation yesterday. We are so excited to have someone with your background and expertise 

helping to lead our program.” [Fatima S. El Khoury, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 11/7/18] 

 

November 2019: Gonzales Left The San Antonio Head Start Policy Council. [Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 

accessed 1/8/20] 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/06/us/politics/never-trumpers-suleimani.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/06/us/politics/never-trumpers-suleimani.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/06/us/politics/never-trumpers-suleimani.html
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2533326803360745?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAW2O4W8QWHJu6GIU01csdTlT-lMN-LDm_AFL7W91c1V3nCowNj1c9FCbKHd67e0MRojgY2FvgQsy6g1JseJ0Q0mkqMneOuEODP7FIvAlS40nqOLIuYSmHU7umGToUhO6RS5ByP8-m5E16JngsuCeAgOrQ3N6_l14UNMqPkMtjPJliT848nd24QRvHxTtSCdnz0ikSBiutZskivCuJ24kBzs39AWeM7cFrym0hwKHIM2Nzne6mCDFc137xm7LmXS4H3Mzn0WM8&__tn__=-R


  
 

Tony Gonzales (TX-23)  Research Book |  50  

 
[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, accessed 1/8/20] 

 

2020 Campaign 
 

Gonzales Switched From Running In TX-35 To Instead Run For TX-23 Almost Immediately After 

Will Hurd Announced His Retirement 

 

May 2019: Gonzales Filed To Run In TX-35 

 

May 2019: Gonzales Filed His Statement Of Organization To Run In TX-35. [Federal Election Commission, 

5/15/19] 

 

August 2019: Gonzales Publicly Announced The Start Of His Campaign 

 

8/1/19: Gonzales Publicly Announced The Start Of His Campaign. “As a Navy Master Chief, I have faithfully 

served my country for 20 years defending the Constitution of the United States of America. I know what it means to 

serve others and further our American values. That’s why I’m running for Congress. Washington is broken — 

politicians putting their own personal agendas BEFORE those who elected them to office in the first place. As a 

result, our district has been left behind. Well, it’s time for that to change. It’s time to put people OVER politics. I 

don’t care if you lean left, right, or center — I will work every day to earn your vote. I’ll put our families FIRST. 

Are you with me? LIKE and SHARE to help spread the word and join #TeamTony today: 

TonyGonzalesForCongress.com.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/1/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2533326803360745?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAW2O4W8QWHJu6GIU01csdTlT-lMN-LDm_AFL7W91c1V3nCowNj1c9FCbKHd67e0MRojgY2FvgQsy6g1JseJ0Q0mkqMneOuEODP7FIvAlS40nqOLIuYSmHU7umGToUhO6RS5ByP8-m5E16JngsuCeAgOrQ3N6_l14UNMqPkMtjPJliT848nd24QRvHxTtSCdnz0ikSBiutZskivCuJ24kBzs39AWeM7cFrym0hwKHIM2Nzne6mCDFc137xm7LmXS4H3Mzn0WM8&__tn__=-R
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00706614/1330894/
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2306809102770970/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDwVaeQEasfNXTpUr9kfnbyI_z8dYoba4igKnsQypjr5EXjUSZmpCOuiNWwabltlQ6TosMxAZvkLgw6imdmZgPwe04B1FhAuy2vcjV6t8mx7wdWZcQzWul8CzPWFQhVkTevkBP9oKqwxFLuBahrt8bj_ihsx8BcIsY_jTbdRApR9hHOJlN1L2ZT2bkKvqNvc46vOX_tdmRok1k6332Yl5STflCnPGIfxKYKaN3o5BL0qO2lTw2g3x4gu9MofYmWm1m2BGb6gCa61KLNiIxvhlg6szwLH8VH8LgV2Cehjxky3Kj5N76sRNqtf-JkTbQNthAL7rpvvkMwhzDBu3XaSJS97L2W&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/1/19] 

 

Gonzales Switched Districts To Run In TX-35 Immediately After Will Hurd Announced His Retirement 

 

Gonzales Announced That He Was Considering Switching Districts. “I want to thank Congressman Will Hurd 

for his service to our nation — first in the CIA, then in Congress for three terms. His retirement is a surprise to 

many of us. I wish my friend well. Tonight I’ve been inundated with calls asking me to strongly consider running to 

succeed him in the 23rd congressional district. When I came home to San Antonio, my goal was to serve my 

community, Texas, and my country. Nothing has changed. Over the next few days, we will prayerfully consider this 

opportunity.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/1/19] 

 

Two Days Later, Gonzales Announced His Switch To TX-23. “After prayerful consideration, Angel and I have 

decided to put our full faith and effort into TX-23. I have dedicated my whole life to serving my God, family, faith, 

and community. Republicans must hold this seat, and I believe I’m the most qualified candidate to do that. I look 

forward to a spirited primary and general election campaign. I hope you will consider joining #TeamTony today! 

#TX23 >> TonyGonzalesForCongress.com.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/3/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2306809102770970/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDwVaeQEasfNXTpUr9kfnbyI_z8dYoba4igKnsQypjr5EXjUSZmpCOuiNWwabltlQ6TosMxAZvkLgw6imdmZgPwe04B1FhAuy2vcjV6t8mx7wdWZcQzWul8CzPWFQhVkTevkBP9oKqwxFLuBahrt8bj_ihsx8BcIsY_jTbdRApR9hHOJlN1L2ZT2bkKvqNvc46vOX_tdmRok1k6332Yl5STflCnPGIfxKYKaN3o5BL0qO2lTw2g3x4gu9MofYmWm1m2BGb6gCa61KLNiIxvhlg6szwLH8VH8LgV2Cehjxky3Kj5N76sRNqtf-JkTbQNthAL7rpvvkMwhzDBu3XaSJS97L2W&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2307223819396165?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDYG0UUfEZjR4JczYB21NTxomNb6XbwtcnwSOQeA6RN3Fo13XWfp17HwzOpXNXyoIEHXezLl32ioD7GNKD0_Ij_xFfv_Kf5-4yfgWDcgUqZBz59s-G0ZqBXieV7Sh27m2N8cDfnqEFCg6sa8rRweoGODKf9wbhkCzOrO6E5510KM7Dtavk04OOttzkrXvQkosZxLR8QXjfNLV15e0r-5-r5TebSUL8PLCRaVqer4Lr2ZaM-7jTfG_KArAlF_KBMXW40qu5vqZMsG35jD7WRtwf6lV972G_OLQH5UPFXnxqKceFUOnVYAnRV7y0UOiWN1p8NFzSMc67AWg8chZv3k1Qf&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2309988525786361/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCZ98WTuhZIEY5J4IXwGU1KcmRWXRadGbW6TWHNilIlS4iHaGikg6jdh2IFm89Vk93ThKAs5cROQQR13zRFX2ntd0ZyhVElEcCDGwGgqJMmP0V_iN7xc1lCmruiIG-S1tffdhjcAYDGIAq5Kn-zikQSNIX5aXvmYeFzAvD41vMGU290ucHWM-npL3ssUI5CYuX7PdAj7p1yv8VS0lw382XQq1Iv2DREyHt6SR5_shIkUc4CuM2K58HDvixzTWXchCtCP6p0_oEOFXUQ8L8-SjRqPjCNRdPWhhbqtfdABRODbEvFCTexU6Pm6auTxeRTzKyBXHGanajOArQ9sb3_5pGFw_uJ&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/3/19] 

 

September 2019: Gonzales Went To Washington, DC To Meet With Establishment Republican 

Figures 

 

Gonzales Traveled To Washington, DC To Meet With Members Of Congress, PACs And Think Tanks 

 

September 2019: The RNC Capitol Hill Club Hosted A Private Event For Gonzales Where A Member Of 

Congress Wrote A Check For Him “On The Spot.” “Former Texas Rep. Henry Bonilla was among those at an 

event for Gonzales on Thursday evening at the Capitol Hill Club, a Republican Party gathering spot adjacent to the 

U.S. Capitol. ‘When you watch someone new to politics, you're never sure how they're going to perform. But after 

seeing him, a lot of us are more motivated than ever. One House member wrote him a check on the spot. They're 

not going to do that if he's not impressive,’ Bonilla said.” [San Antonio-Express News, 9/27/19] 

 

Gonzales Stated That He Wanted To Make The Case To DC Republicans That He Was The Only One Who 

Could Hold TX-23. “Tony Gonzales says he is fighting to change the perception that Rep. Will Hurd might have 

been the only Republican able to hold a San Antonio-area congressional district for the GOP in 2020, a challenge 

that Hurd ducked by announcing last month he's leaving Congress after this term. Gonzales, 38, who retired from 

the Navy this summer, is making the case in Washington in meetings with members of Congress, PACs and think 

tanks.” [San Antonio-Express News, 9/27/19] 

 

Gonzales Claimed The Had More Than 40 Meetings In DC Within Two Days, Which He Called “Speed 

Dating On Drugs.” “By early afternoon Friday, Gonzales said he had chalked up 40 meetings in two days — 

‘like speed-dating on drugs’ — and still had more influential people to see before flying home to San Antonio.” 

[San Antonio-Express News, 9/27/19] 

 

Gonzales Claimed That He Was Successful In Convincing The GOP Establishment That He Could Take Up 

Will Hurd’s Seat Successfully. “Gonzales or whoever carries the GOP banner has the task of persuading the 

National Republican Senatorial Committee and others to invest in an unknown commodity. ‘I believe we've taken 

the narrative that only Will Hurd can hold this seat to Tony can hold it, too,’ said Gonzales, the father of five 

children ranging from 19 years old to two months.” [San Antonio-Express News, 9/27/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2309988525786361/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCZ98WTuhZIEY5J4IXwGU1KcmRWXRadGbW6TWHNilIlS4iHaGikg6jdh2IFm89Vk93ThKAs5cROQQR13zRFX2ntd0ZyhVElEcCDGwGgqJMmP0V_iN7xc1lCmruiIG-S1tffdhjcAYDGIAq5Kn-zikQSNIX5aXvmYeFzAvD41vMGU290ucHWM-npL3ssUI5CYuX7PdAj7p1yv8VS0lw382XQq1Iv2DREyHt6SR5_shIkUc4CuM2K58HDvixzTWXchCtCP6p0_oEOFXUQ8L8-SjRqPjCNRdPWhhbqtfdABRODbEvFCTexU6Pm6auTxeRTzKyBXHGanajOArQ9sb3_5pGFw_uJ&__tn__=-R
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Gonzales Stated That The Fact He Was Hispanic Was A “Good Story” To Tell People In DC 

 

Gonzales Said That He Had A “Good Story” As A Young Hispanic To Tell In His DC Meetings. “By early 

afternoon Friday, Gonzales said he had chalked up 40 meetings in two days — ‘like speed-dating on drugs’ — and 

still had more influential people to see before flying home to San Antonio. ‘We have a good story. I'm a young 

Hispanic in a 70-percent Hispanic district. I joined the Navy at 18 without a high school diploma and now I'm 

finishing my Ph.d. For us, the American Dream is alive and well and real,’ he said. Gonzales, who was a Navy 

cryptologist until this summer, also did a stint as a staff member for Florida GOP Sen. Marco Rubio.” [San 

Antonio-Express News, 9/27/19] 

 

Despite Aggressively Courting The DC Establishment, Gonzales Claimed That He Would Not Spend Much 

Time In Washington While A Member Of Congress 

 

December 2019: Gonzales Claimed That Once In Office, He Would Spend As Little Time As Possible In 

Washington, DC. “I will spend as little time in Washington as possible. The more you are there the more you will 

change. I will take the last flight, and the first in. why are so many leaving? The job is tough. I served this country, I 

will always serve this country.” [Tony Gonzales, Del Rio Meet and Greet, 12/6/19] 

 

Gonzales Appeared To Have Violated A DoD Directive Prohibiting Political Activity And 

Candidacy 

 

The Hatch Act Prohibited Civilian Employees Of The Federal Government From Engaging In Political 

Activity, But Servicemembers Were Covered By A Similar Policy 

 

The Hatch Act Prohibited All Federal Civilian Executive Branch Employees From Engaging In Political 

Activity. “Except for the President and Vice President, all federal civilian executive branch employees are covered 

by the Hatch Act, including employees of the U.S. Postal Service.” [U.S. Office of Special Counsel, accessed 

1/27/20] 

 

While Not Covered By The Hatch Act, Active Duty Servicemembers Were Covered By DoD Directive 

1344.10, Which Prohibited Servicemembers Running For Public Office.  “4.2.2. A regular member, or a retired 

regular or Reserve Component member on active duty under a call or order to active duty for more than 270 days, 

may not be a nominee or candidate for the offices described in subparagraph 4.2.1., except when the Secretary 

concerned grants permission.” [Department of Defense, Directive 1344.10, 2/19/08] 

 

DoD Directive 1344.10 Also Prohibited Solicitation Of Campaign Contributions From Any Other Member 

Of The Armed Forces. “4.1.2. A member of the Armed Forces on active duty shall not: […] 4.1.2.16. Make a 

campaign contribution to or receive or solicit (on one’s own behalf) a campaign contribution from, any other 

member of the Armed Forces on active duty. Any contributions not prohibited by this subparagraph remain subject 

to the gift provisions of sections 2635.301-2635.304 of title 5, Code of Federal Regulations (Reference (f)).” 

[Department of Defense, Directive 1344.10, 2/19/08] 

 

Gonzales Organized His Campaign Committee, Tony Gonzales For Congress, Before He Was 

Discharged From The Navy 

 

May 2019: Gonzales Began To Engage in Political Activity 

 

5/3/19: Gonzales Created his Campaign Facebook Page And Updated His Profile With A Campaign Logo 

And Banner. [Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 5/3/19] 

 

https://osc.gov/Services/Pages/HatchAct-Federal.aspx#tabGroup12
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodd/134410p.pdf
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodd/134410p.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2147782612006954/2147782395340309/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDEMuo9emEogV0yT9ALxL203FZI1-_3bRqc_qcOHd4XtUG8tBMUvR-jAysKHp9EuLPyxcZBB4FNKxr2N_7FDrIKW2LYlxIlAIlkrSN7KqIJ1y-ba1CX9H_cZJRQggC6fsOw-0HV6iuVlPiBrtiZ-Y5_qqPtzchSYnh0DegVt46d753lA70S9NUJMhXyx9aaynz2_Ms2Vb_LmYNL6wxJz7GlKcN3dkCZkwBWNKiuNMgqGeGWdHvb4gXshlLtOe4ebV7P_Vgb9ZqW1ixPIdHDSinZM18pSOeOOw&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 5/3/19] 

 

5/16/19: Gonzales Uploaded His Photograph To His Campaign Facebook Page, Visually Tying Him To The 

Campaign. [Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 5/16/19] 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 5/16/19] 

 

5/15/19: Gonzales Filed The Statement Of Organization For Tony Gonzales For Congress With the Federal 

Election Commission. [Federal Election Commission, Filing # FEC-1330894, 5/15/19] 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2147782612006954/2147782395340309/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDEMuo9emEogV0yT9ALxL203FZI1-_3bRqc_qcOHd4XtUG8tBMUvR-jAysKHp9EuLPyxcZBB4FNKxr2N_7FDrIKW2LYlxIlAIlkrSN7KqIJ1y-ba1CX9H_cZJRQggC6fsOw-0HV6iuVlPiBrtiZ-Y5_qqPtzchSYnh0DegVt46d753lA70S9NUJMhXyx9aaynz2_Ms2Vb_LmYNL6wxJz7GlKcN3dkCZkwBWNKiuNMgqGeGWdHvb4gXshlLtOe4ebV7P_Vgb9ZqW1ixPIdHDSinZM18pSOeOOw&__tn__=-R
file://///d3cfile01/research/Candidates%20&%20Campaigns/Texas/Gonzales,%20Tony/Book/Drafts%20Folder/%5bTony%20Gonzales%20For%20Congress%20on%20Facebook,%205/3/19%5d
file://///d3cfile01/research/Candidates%20&%20Campaigns/Texas/Gonzales,%20Tony/Book/Drafts%20Folder/%5bTony%20Gonzales%20For%20Congress%20on%20Facebook,%205/3/19%5d
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00706614/1330894/
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August 7th 2019: Gonzales Was Officially Discharged From The Navy 

 

8/7/19: Gonzales Was Officially Discharged From Active Duty And Transferred To The Fleet Reserve. 

[United States Navy Personnel Command, DD Form 4/1, 5/20/99] 

 

The San Antonio-Express News Reported Gonzales’s Last Day In Uniform As 7/31/19. “Today will be 

Tony Gonzales’ last day in uniform. Thursday will be his first day as a politician. Gonzales, a San Antonian 

who has served 20 years in the Navy — including stints in Iraq and Afghanistan — is getting set to launch his 

first political campaign. Say this for him: He didn’t give himself an easy mission. For his first political 

swimming lesson, he’s jumping right into the deep end of the pool.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/31/19] 

 

Gonzales Received $3,055.50 In Contributions From Members Of The Armed Forces Before His Formal 

Discharge Date 

 

8/1/19: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $2,305.50 From Angel Gonzales, Tony Gonzales’s Wife, And 

An Employee Of The Department Of Defense. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/27/20] 

 

8/1/19: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $500 From Michael Hettinger, An Employee Of The U.S. 

Navy. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/27/20] 

 

8/3/19: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $250 Puni Alefaio, An Employee Of The U.S. Navy. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/27/20] 

 

October 2019: Gonzales’s Mother Filed A Complaint With The San Antonio Police Concerning An 

Alleged Reyes Staffer Surveilling The Gonzales Family Home 

 

Rachel Pena, Gonzales’s Mother, Was Contacted By A San Antonio Police Officer On Gonzales’s Behalf 

 

Officer Alison Tamez Of The San Antonio Police Department Contacted Rachel Pena While She Was At The 

Gonzales Home. “Reporting Officer: TAMEZ, ALISON […] Badge #: 2019 […] RP1 = Pena, Rachel. Narrative 

Information: ‘I contacted RP1 at the listed location on behalf of her son, O1. O1 is currently running for congress.’” 

[San Antonio Police Department, Offense Case #SAPD19229317, 10/24/19] 

 

Rachel Pena Alleged That Janet Knutson Worked For Raul Reyes And Posted Negative Things Online 

 

Rachel Pena Reported Problems With Janet Knutson, Or “O2” Accusing Gonzales Of Violating The Hatch 

Act And Being A RINO. “O1 is currently running for Congress and has problems with O2 posting negative things 

on social media. […] RP1 stated O2 has posted such things as O1 violating the Hatch Act and modifying his photo, 

calling him a “Rhino” which is a derogatory term for a Republican.” [San Antonio Police Department, Offense 

Case #SAPD19229317, 10/24/19] 

 

Officer Tamez Reported That “O2” Worked For Raul Reyes. “O2 works for the Raul Reyes campaign, O1’s 

competitor.” [San Antonio Police Department, Offense Case #SAPD19229317, 10/24/19] 

 

October 2019: Janet Knutson Posted Supportive Comments On A Facebook Post By The Reyes 

Campaign. “Amazing Opportunity for CD23 to elect this TRUMP Constitutional Conservative Warrior to 

Congress! Vote RAUL REYES JR for a secure and prosperous Texas!!! #CD23 #TX23 

#RaulReyesForCongress #MAGA.” [Raul for Congress on Facebook, 10/21/2019] 

 

As Of January 2020, Knutson Was Not Paid By The Reyes Campaign. [Federal Election Commission, 

accessed 1/14/20] 

https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/San-Antonio-Navy-vet-sets-his-sights-on-14268343.php?fbclid=IwAR2ZHDgyowY5dIgJReYtpRXkhTLOSCOW2Fxg9_XzYn8t5kddvSuk43oQO7I
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077501
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077508
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077493
https://www.facebook.com/raulreyesforcongress/posts/463146991220607?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCwiIhcUWNU9Ehuikt3mP8HZ3scMU04GE7vEE3yvTYsvIdHNtUTPc5cPBccMaH_HqtlrreuEhg9T__-y0LrCH8qhzM8vIwxMVNFOvHWp5fY40E15YaF18XE7Z0ZHcEBjY8F5-zQfa7F8rhUfgDOYCb1hHgTZUBcQtJ5GeuRNbbBzI2fVbPvjDWLaF4xiI1vRXOtXpOmcyTfIRSaeMGw422C69e_In8r5dfUUgvXTpsfRJBZCTVA1gAQ_TSOtzRuJauClPUWN8DfUnkjjjKxJkotW0RAjA4nfADHL7dy-1EHmGjUx4-xHRyXwZDHQ6vD9uSlKlvdHgziqFaLEplYefQ&__tn__=-R
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00705079/1358896/sb/ALL
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Officer Tamez Reported That “O2” Was A Teacher At Providence High School. “RP1 stated they do not know 

O2 other than her posting on social media, but found out she is a teacher at Providence High School.”  [San 

Antonio Police Department, Offense Case #SAPD19229317, 10/24/19] 

 

As Of January 2020, Janet Knutson Was An Employee Of Providence High School In San Antonio, TX. 

[Providence High School, accessed 1/14/20] 

 

 
[Providence High School, accessed 1/14/20] 

 

October 2019: Rachel Pena Alleged That Knutson, Or “O2” Surveilled The Gonzales Home In San Antonio 

 

Angel Gonzales, Tony Gonzales’s Wife, Stated That She Observed Knutson Taking Pictures Of Tony 

Gonzales And Rachel Pena’s Cars. “Today, RP1’s daughter in law, W1, was leaving the location and saw O2 

parked in the listed vehicle in front of their home. RP1 called W1 in my presence and W1 stated she recognized O2 

from her social media and saw her taking pictures of the cars belonging to O1 and RP1 that were parked on the 

street in front of their home.” [San Antonio Police Department, Offense Case #SAPD19229317, 10/24/19] 

 

Angel Gonzales Reported That She Confronted Knutson And Told Her To Leave. “W1 pulled up next to O2. 

W1 asked O2 [what] was she doing at that location, and O2 replied that she lived at the location. W1 confronted O2 

that she did not live there and informed her she knew who she was and where she worked. W1 told O2 she had no 

business being at the location and that she needed to leave.” [San Antonio Police Department, Offense Case 

#SAPD19229317, 10/24/19] 

 

Knutson Left The Scene Without Incident. “O2 left the location without further incident.” [San Antonio 

Police Department, Offense Case #SAPD19229317, 10/24/19] 

 

Rachel Pena Stated That She Found The Incident “Alarming.” “RP1 stated that they are moving to a new home 

within the next few days, but wanted to report the incident as they found it alarming.” [San Antonio Police 

Department, Offense Case #SAPD19229317, 10/24/19] 

 

The Incident Was Reported To The San Antonio Regional Intelligence Unit (SARIC)  

 

Officer Tamez Was Advised To Write A Report By The San Antonio Regional Intelligence Unit (SARIC) 

And Forward SARIC A Copy To Keep On File. “I Contacted SARIC and was advised to write the report as such 

and email them a copy of the report to have on file.” [San Antonio Police Department, Offense Case 

#SAPD19229317, 10/24/19] 

 

SARIC Supported Special And Cross-Jurisdiction Investigations In Southwest Texas As Part Of The 

Southwest Texas Fusion Center. “The Southwest Texas Fusion Center (SWTFC) was recognized by the State 

https://www.providencecatholicschool.net/about/faculty-and-staff-directory
https://www.providencecatholicschool.net/about/faculty-and-staff-directory
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of Texas and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) as a Level 2 Major Urban Area Fusion Center in 

November 2011 […] SWTFC components include: […] Regional Intelligence Unit – Staffed by investigators 

and officers supporting SAPD special investigations and multi-jurisdiction/multi-agency investigations.” [City 

of San Antonio, accessed 1/14/20]  

 
[City of San Antonio, accessed 1/14/20] 

 

March 2020: Gonzales Failed To Secure His Party’s Nomination, Forcing The GOP Primary To A 

Runoff 

 

March 2020: Gonzales Failed To Avoid A Runoff For The Republican Nomination In TX-23 And Did Not 

Even Managed To Obtain 30% Of The Vote. “On the GOP side, Tony Gonzales emerged victorious with 28 

percent. He will be joined in the runoff by Raul Reyes who received 23 percent support. NRCC Chairman Tom 

Emmer reacted, saying, ‘Congratulations to Tony Gonzales and Raul Reyes on advancing to the Republican 

primary runoff. Texas voters rejected Washington, DC resident Gina Jones once, and will do so again in 

November.’ Turnout for this joint primary surpassed both 2016 and 2018. This bump is due to 25 percent-higher 

Democratic voter turnout compared to 2016. Republican turnout, meanwhile, dropped 18 percent from 2016 levels 

— which tracks since there was a competitive open primary at the top of the ticket.” [The Texan, 3/4/20] 

 

June 2020: Gonzales Was Sued By A Former Campaign Consultant Who Alleged That He Was Not 

Paid For His Work 

 

June 2020: Phil Ricks, A Onetime Staffer To Rep. Henry Bonilla, Sued Gonzales For Over $11,000 In 

Unpaid Campaign Consulting Services. “Saying he was stiffed on payments for campaign work, a political 

consultant who once worked for U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla, has sued Tony Gonzales, one of two GOP hopefuls vying 

to represent Texas' hotly contested 23rd Congressional District. In a suit filed in Bexar County District Court, Phil 

Ricks — a former staffer for Bonilla, a Republican who represented the district from 1993 to 2007 — said 

Gonzales declined to make good on $11,500 owed for his work.” [San Antonio Current, 6/15/20] 

 

The Consultant Was Represented By Former Rep. Quico Canseco, Who Had Earlier Endorsed Gonzales 

 

June 2020: Consultant Phil Ricks Hired Former Rep. Quico Canseco To Represent Him In His Suit Against 

Gonzales. “Perhaps reflecting the small world of South Texas politics, the attorney representing Ricks in the 

lawsuit is Quico Canseco, who also represented the 23rd District as a Republican from 2011-2013. Canseco said he 

https://www.sanantonio.gov/Southwest-Texas-Fusion-Center
https://www.sanantonio.gov/Southwest-Texas-Fusion-Center
https://thetexan.news/gina-ortiz-jones-sails-through-tx-23-democratic-primary-will-face-runoff-winner-between-tony-gonzales-and-raul-reyes/
https://www.sacurrent.com/the-daily/archives/2020/06/15/former-bonilla-staffer-sues-texas-congressional-hopeful-tony-gonzales-over-unpaid-fees
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reluctantly took the case because Ricks is an old friend. ‘He was hired by Mr. Gonzales at the beginning, and then 

Mr. Gonzales refused to pay him,’ Canseco said. ‘What's fair is fair. I mean, we've got to pay our bills. We all do.’” 

[San Antonio Current, 6/15/20] 

 

August 2019: Former TX-23 Congressman Quico Canseco Endorsed Gonzales For Congress. “‘TX-23 is a 

seat Republicans must retain. We need a candidate who understands the issues facing this vast and diverse district 

and has the wherewithal to raise enough money to win both the primary and general elections. Tony Gonzales is 

that person! I ask you to join me in supporting Tony Gonzales as the GOP candidate. Too much is at stake!’ – 

Quico Canseco, Former GOP Representative (TX-23).” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 8/7/19] 

 

Gonzales’s Engaged In A Mudslinging Republican Civil War In His Bid To Win The Republican 

Primary Runoff Against Raul Reyes 

 

June 2020: Ted Cruz Endorsed Raul Reyes And Bought $100,000 Worth Of Ads 

 

June 2020: Ted Cruz Endorsed Raul Reyes And Bought $100,000 Worth Of Ads. “U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-

Texas, is jumping into the Republican primary runoff for Texas' most competitive congressional seat this fall, going 

against the candidate favored by retiring U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-Helotes, and national GOP leaders. Saying the 

district deserves strong conservative representation,’ Cruz is endorsing Raul Reyes over Tony Gonzales for Hurd's 

seat — and launching a six-figure TV ad buy backing Reyes, according to details first shared with The Texas 

Tribune. Cruz’s TV spot for Reyes is being paid for by the senator's leadership political action committee, the Jobs, 

Freedom and Security PAC. The 30-second commercial features Cruz speaking to the camera, saying Texas needs 

to elect ‘conservative warriors to defeat [Democratic House Speaker] Nancy Pelosi's agenda and show some of our 

Republicans what a backbone is.’” [Texas Tribune, 6/30/20] 

 

Gonzales Accused Cruz And Reyes Of Working To Keep Nancy Pelosi As Speaker Of The House 

 

Gonzales Pushed Back And Accused Cruz And Reyes Of Working To Keep Nancy Pelosi As Speaker Of The 

House. Cruz’s TV spot for Reyes is being paid for by the senator's leadership political action committee, the Jobs, 

Freedom and Security PAC. The 30-second commercial features Cruz speaking to the camera, saying Texas needs 

to elect "conservative warriors to defeat [Democratic House Speaker] Nancy Pelosi's agenda and show some of our 

Republicans what a backbone is.” [Texas Tribune, 6/30/20] 

 

Reyes Shot Back And Accused Gonzales Of Being “In Bed With Socialists” 

 

Reyes Shot Back And Accused Gonzales Of Being “In Bed With Socialists.” “Reyes, a retired Air Force officer, 

has described Gonzales — a former Defense Department legislative fellow in the office of U.S. Sen. Marco, Rubio, 

R-Florida — as someone “in bed with socialists,” because Gonzales’s foundation donated $600 last year to the 

League of United Latin American Citizens’ scholarship fund.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/4/20] 

 

Gonzales On Reyes: “You Know Reyes Is Lying When His Lips Are Moving” 

 

Gonzales On Reyes: “You Know Reyes Is Lying When His Lips Are Moving.” “For his part, Gonzales has said 

of his opponent, ‘You know Reyes is lying when his lips are moving.’ The two candidates could never agree on 

when and where to debate. They argued over whether Reyes got booed off the stage at a recent luncheon. 

Gonzales’s mother accused Reyes’s campaign of spying on her son.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/4/20] 

 

Gonzales Attempted To Portray Himself As A Trump Purist In Order To Secure The Nomination 

 

July 2020: Gonzales Secured A Much-Coveted Trump Endorsement. “Tony Gonzales (@TonyGonzales4TX) 

will be a GREAT Congressman for Texas! A Navy veteran, he is Strong on the Economy, Life and the Second 

https://www.sacurrent.com/the-daily/archives/2020/06/15/former-bonilla-staffer-sues-texas-congressional-hopeful-tony-gonzales-over-unpaid-fees
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1159273981331087360
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/06/30/will-hurd-ted-cruz-endorse-raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-congress/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/06/30/will-hurd-ted-cruz-endorse-raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-congress/
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/Garcia-Cruz-and-Trump-on-opposite-sides-of-15385975.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/Garcia-Cruz-and-Trump-on-opposite-sides-of-15385975.php
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Amendment. We need him to defeat the Radical Left in November. Tony has my Complete and Total Endorsement! 

#TX23” [Donald J. Trump via Twitter, 7/3/20] 

 

 
[Donald J. Trump via Twitter, 7/3/20] 

 

Gonzales Released A Trump Robo-Call Where The President Says Gonzales Is “Working For Me” 

 

Trump Recorded A Robo-Call Supporting Gonzales, Saying: “Tony Will Work For You In Congress, And 

By Working For You, He’s Working For Me.” In a robo-call supporting Tony Gonzales, Donald Trump said: 

“Tony will work for you in Congress, and by working for you, he’s working for me.” [Tony Gonzales via Twitter, 

7/13/20]  

 

Gonzales Had Been Seeking Trump’s Endorsement Since September 2019 

 

September 2019: Gonzales Was Already Working Toward Obtaining A Trump Endorsement. “In any case, 

though, Gonzales returned to the argument that he will need as wide of a Republican coalition as possible to keep 

the district red. ‘Look, I’m working to a point where I get President Trump’s endorsement," Gonzales said, 

according to audio obtained by The Texas Tribune. ‘What is that gonna do for me? You either love President 

Trump or you do not. It’s one of those things, but at the end of the day, I look at it and I go, I need everybody 

pulling the wagon. That’s the only way we’re gonna win.’ Gonzales also invoked Trump at the November forum, 

railing against Democrats for coming together to "shut everything down with this ridiculous impeachment scheme" 

and arguing Republicans need to be just as united to fight back. Gonzales said he was ‘on a call with Trump’ about 

six weeks before in which the president said the ‘best way to help me is to win back the majority.’” [Texas Tribune, 

1/9/20] 

 

Gonzales Said That He Was On A Call With Trump Where He Discussed Retaking The House Majority.  

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1279161075926274048
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1279161075926274048
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1282772295669383168
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
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“Gonzales said he was ‘on a call with Trump’ about six weeks before in which the president said the ‘best way 

to help me is to win back the majority.’” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/20] 

 

Trump Was Hesitant To Endorse Gonzales In The Midst Of Republican Infighting But Called His 

Endorsement Of Gonzales “Complete And Total” 

 

Trump Was Hesitant To Endorse Gonzales In The Midst Of Republican Infighting But Called His 

Endorsement Of Gonzales “Complete And Total.” “Trump Was Hesitant To Endorse Gonzales In The Midst Of 

Republican Infighting. One thing Cruz couldn’t achieve with his endorsement, however, was blocking President 

Donald Trump from backing Gonzales. According to the New York Times, McCarthy lobbied for Trump to 

endorse Gonzales, but Trump hesitated after Cruz called the president and urged him not to oppose Reyes, an 

ardent supporter of Trump’s long-promised border wall. On Friday, however, Trump tweeted out his ‘complete and 

total’ endorsement of Gonzales, calling him ‘Strong on the Economy, Life and the Second Amendment.’ These 

dueling high-powered endorsements will only intensify the divisiveness of what has been a remarkably vitriolic 

GOP match-up.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/4/20] 

 

July 2020: Gonzales Hosted A Tele-Townhall With Donald Trump As A Guest 

 

July 2020: Gonzales Hosted A Tele-Townhall With Donald Trump As A Guest. “Check out my tele-townhall 

we just concluded with President Donald J Trump! Let's all go vote tomorrow! #TeamTony #TX23 #GOTV 

#July14 #Veteran.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress, Facebook, 7/13/20] 

 

July-August 2020: Gonzales Managed To Secure The Republican Nomination Only After Depleting 

His Meager War Chest And A Contested Recount 

 

July 2020: Gonzales Led Reyes By Only Seven Votes On Runoff Night 

 

July 2020: After Voting Was Over In The TX-23 GOP Runoff, Gonzales Had A Scant Lead Of Only Seven 

Votes. “Just a handful of votes separated Tony Gonzales and Raul Reyes in the Republican primary runoff for 

Congressional District 23 after Tuesday night.  The seat currently is held by outgoing U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-

Helotes, who chose not to seek reelection. The congressional district, which spans much of the Texas-Mexico 

border and includes part of El Paso County, is considered one of the most competitive in the country. Reyes led 

Gonzales, who is supported by President Donald Trump, by narrow margins in El Paso County in the contest for a 

place on the November ballot, with all of the county's precincts reporting. But the district spans more than one 

county, which means a candidate must win in the district as a whole, not only in El Paso. Districtwide, with all 335 

precincts reporting, only seven votes separated the two. Gonzales led with 12,346 to Reyes' 12,339.” [El Paso 

Times, 7/14/20] 

 

August 2020: Reyes Demanded A Recount, But Gonzales Managed To Barely Hang On To His Razor-Thin 

Margin After Reyes Abandoned The Recount 

 

August 2020: Reyes Sought A Recount. “Raul Reyes announced Friday night that he will seek a recount in the 

razor-thin Republican primary runoff to replace retiring U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-Helotes, in his national 

battleground district. Reyes' announcement came after the Texas GOP certified the results of his July 14 runoff 

against Tony Gonzales. The campaigns said the final margin was Gonzales by 45 votes, though the party had not 

confirmed that as of late Friday night. ‘We worked too hard, for too long, not to ensure every legal vote was 

counted properly,’ Reyes said in a statement.” [Texas Tribune, 7/31/20] 

 

The Gonzales Campaign Called The Recount “Hopeless And Foolish.” “Gonzales’ campaign called Reyes' 

plans for a recount "hopeless and selfish," noting Gonzales has maintained his small lead since the runoff. Reyes 

came out of election night down seven votes and did not concede, wanting to see the counting of final mail-in, 

provisional and military-overseas ballots. As those came in over the past few weeks, Gonzales repeatedly claimed 

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/Garcia-Cruz-and-Trump-on-opposite-sides-of-15385975.php
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=661742024556592
https://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/07/14/texas-house-district-23-republican-runoff-election-tony-gonzalez-raul-reyes-seek-replace-will-hurd/5431491002/
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victory and increasingly urged the party to unify for November. But Reyes held firm against conceding and began 

fundraising for a potential recount while waiting for the state party canvass. The 23rd District is one of Democrats' 

best pickup opportunities nationwide, and their nominee, Gina Ortiz Jones, won her primary outright in March. 

Jones is running again after nearly unseating Hurd in 2018.” [Texas Tribune, 7/31/20] 

 

Reyes Conceded The Race, With Gonzales Only Winning With A Margin Of 39 Votes. “The recount of the 

Republican primary runoff for the national battleground seat of retiring U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-Helotes, has 

reached an end, and Tony Gonzales remains the winner. Raul Reyes, who finished 45 votes behind Gonzales in the 

July 14 runoff, announced Friday evening that he was abandoning the recount. ‘Without a sizable shift in the vote 

margin after a recount in the most populous parts of the district I have decided to end the recount,’ Reyes said in a 

news release, thanking his supporters for their ‘blood, sweat and tears.’ Reyes' campaign said seven of the largest 

counties in the district had been recounted, and while he narrowed his deficit to 39 votes, it was ‘not enough to 

justify continuing with the counting of ballots.’ A Texas GOP spokesperson confirmed that was the current recount 

margin but said it had not yet received an official withdrawal request from Reyes.” [Texas Tribune, 8/21/20] 

 

The Runoff Fight Forced Gonzales To Spend Heavily And Left Him Ill Prepared For The General Election 

 

The Runoff Fight Forced Gonzales To Spend Heavily And Left Him Ill Prepared For The General Election. 

“The Cruz endorsement also sent staffers at the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee into spasms of 

giddiness, not only because Reyes looks like an easier candidate for Democratic nominee Gina Ortiz Jones to beat, 

but also because Cruz is forcing Gonzales to deplete resources he otherwise could have saved for the general 

election.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/4/20] 

 

6/23/20: At The End Of Q2 2020, Gonzales’ Campaign Only Had $24,365.25 Cash On Hand. [FEC, 7/14/20] 

 

San Antonio Head Start Policy Council 
 

October 2018: Gonzales Submitted An Application To Become A Community Representative On 

The San Antonio Head Start Council 

 

October 2018: Gonzales Submitted An Application To Become A Community Representative On The San 

Antonio Head Start Council. “Good Morning Mr. Gonzales, Thank you for submitting an application for the 

Community Representative position on the City of San Antonio Head Start Policy Council. We would like to 

formally invite you to attend the 2018-2019 Head Start Policy Council New member Orientation next Tuesday, 

November 6th, from 8:00am-12:00pm at the McNay Museum, 6000 N New Braunfels Ave, San Antonio, TX 

78209. There are two Community Representative positions we are seeking to fill for a one year term beginning on 

December 11, 2018, with monthly meetings thereafter.” [Fatima S. El Khoury, San Antonio Department of Human 

Services, 10/31/18] 

 

November 2018: Gonzales Became A Member Of The Head Start Policy Council. “Hi Tony, Thank you for 

attending out orientation yesterday. We are so excited to have someone with your background and expertise 

helping to lead our program.” [Fatima S. El Khoury, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 11/7/18] 

 

Gonzales Quickly Worked To Arrange A Tour Of Head Start Facilities In San Antonio 

 

A Month After Joining The Head Start Policy Council, Gonzales Asked About Touring Head Start Facilities. 

“Good Morning Fatima, Hope you had a relaxing weekend. I’d Like to visit all site in an effort to get a better pulse 

for policy recommendations. What is the process for visiting early head start facilities? All the best, Tony.” [Tony 

Gonzales email, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 12/17/18] 

 

April 2019: San Antonio Department Of Human Services (SADHS) Scheduled A Tour For Gonzales 

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/07/31/raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-recount/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/08/21/tony-gonzales-texas-runoff-recount/
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/Garcia-Cruz-and-Trump-on-opposite-sides-of-15385975.php
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00705079/1420368/
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SADHS Scheduled a Tour For Gonzales To Visit Stafford And Cardenas Early Education Centers, Part Of 

Edgewood Independent School District (ISD). “Hello Mr. Gonzlaes, I have received a confirmation from 

Edgewood ISD about your request to visit. You Are more than welcome to visit Stafford and Cardenas. Morning 

visits are best so that you don’t run into lunch and naps, but we can accommodate any time during the instructional 

day. […] Thanks. Andrea.” [Andrea Martinez email, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 4/4/19] 

 

Gonzales Followed Up His To Jose Cardenas Early Childhood Education Center With A Request To 

Visit A Second Site. “Hi Audrey and Andrea, Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to visit Jose 

Cardenas. Principal Barrios did an amazing job today with the campus tour and introducing me to teachers and 

parents. I’d like to visit Stafford tomorrow morning (10ish) to finish the EISD site visits. Thank you for all you 

do.” [Tony Gonzales email, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 4/9/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales email, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 4/9/19] 

 

Gonzales Visited A Second School In The Edgewood ISD, The Stafford Early Childhood Education 

Center To Stage A Photo Op. “Head Start Team, Thank you arranging the Stafford Center visit. I had a 

fantastic time at their inaugural Spelling ‘B’ event and enjoyed hearing about their ideas for a new outdoor 

garden and obstacle course.” [Tony Gonzales email, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 4/11/19] 
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[Tony Gonzales email, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 4/11/19] 
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Tony Gonzales Foundation 

 

Gonzales Established The Tony Gonzales Foundation In March 2019, A Mere Two Months Before 

Filing His Bid For Congress 

 

March 2019: Gonzales Established The Tony Gonzales Foundation As A 501 (c) (3) 

 

March 2019: Gonzales Registered The Tony Gonzales Foundation As A 501 (c) (3). [Texas Secretary of State, 

Filing #803265791, 3/16/19] 

 

According To The Certificate Of Formation Filed With The Texas Secretary Of State’s Office, The Purpose 

Of The Foundation Was “Community Work Via Educational Scholarships.” “The corporation is organized for 

the following purposes: Community work via Educational Scholarships, and the needy community organization.” 

[Texas Secretary of State, Filing #803265791, 3/16/19] 

 
[Texas Secretary of State, Filing #803265791, 3/16/19] 

 

 
[Texas Secretary of State, Filing #803265791, 3/16/19] 

 

The IRS Prohibits Corporations Registered As 501 (c) (3) From Engaging In Political Activity. “Under 

the Internal Revenue Code, all section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely prohibited from directly or 

indirectly participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any 

candidate for elective public office. Contributions to political campaign funds or public statements of position 

(verbal or written) made on behalf of the organization in favor of or in opposition to any candidate for public 

office clearly violate the prohibition against political campaign activity.  Violating this prohibition may result in 

denial or revocation of tax-exempt status and the imposition of certain excise taxes.” [Internal Revenue Service, 

accessed 1/14/20] 

 

May 2019: Tony Gonzales Submitted A Statement Of Organization For His Campaign To The FEC 

 

May 2019: Tony Gonzales Submitted A Statement Of Organization For His Campaign To The FEC. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/15/20] 

 

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/the-restriction-of-political-campaign-intervention-by-section-501c3-tax-exempt-organizations
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00706614/1330894/
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The Foundation’s Logo Was Virtually Identical To His Campaign Logo 

 

The Foundation’s Logo Was Virtually Identical To His Campaign Logo. [Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 

3/22/19; Tony Gonzales for Congress, accessed 1/14/20] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 3/22/19] 

 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress, accessed 1/14/20] 

 

As of January 2020, Tony Gonzales’s Personal Facebook Cover Photo Is Still His Foundation Logo. [Tony 

Gonzales for Congress, accessed 1/14/20] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2728448707181886&set=a.624684014225043&type=3
https://tonygonzalesforcongress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2728448707181886&set=a.624684014225043&type=3
https://tonygonzalesforcongress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2774118795948210
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress, accessed 1/14/20] 

 

Gonzales Used His Foundation To Promote His Brand Around The San Antonio Area 

 

Gonzales Attempted To Gain Publicity With A Helicopter Easter Egg Stunt 

 

Gonzales Announced That The An Easter Event Would Kick Off The Tony Gonzales Foundation “In Style” 

With A Helicopter Easter Egg Drop. “Kicking off the Tony Gonzales Foundation in style. Bring the kids to an 

Easter event to remember! PM/text if you’d like to volunteer or help. #ManyHandsMakeLightWork.” [Tony 

Gonzales on Facebook, 3/16/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2774118795948210
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2720055051354585&set=a.211246502235465&type=3
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[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 3/16/19] 

 

The Tony Gonzales Foundation Spent At Least $2,700 To Charter A Helicopter For The Event 

 

4/2/19: A Permit Was Issued To Alamo Helicopter To Fly A Helicopter For An Egg Drop On The Date Of 

And At The Address Of The Tony Gonzales Foundation’s Event. “‘We are in receipt of your request for a 

helicopter landing permit for an operation occurring on Saturday, April 6, 2019. This permit is valid for the off-

airport landing and departure of an Alamo Helicopter Robinson R44 Raven 2 helicopter (1) that will be providing 

an egg drop at Woodlawn Park, 1103 Cincinnati Ave, San Antonio, TX 78201 from approximately 1330 to 1430 

hours. […] You are hereby authorized to perform the necessary operation as requested and agreed upon. […] 

Sincerely, Ryan Rocha, AEE IAP, Chief of Operations.’” [San Antonio International Airport – Airport Operations, 

4/2/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2720058658020891
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[San Antonio International Airport – Airport Operations, 4/2/19] 

 

Alamo Helicopter Was A Private Helicopter Chartering Service Operating Out Of San Antonio, TX. “We 

can provide door to door air taxi service to and from any location in the Continental United States. Have a 

destination in mind? We can pick you up and quickly transport you there in our Robinson R44 Raven II helicopters, 

seats up to three passengers. Our pilots and staff are experienced and professional. All customer routes will remain 

confidential.” [Alamo Helicopter Tours, accessed 1/17/20] 

 

As Of January 2020, Alamo Helicopter Charged $900 Per Hour For Custom Events With A Robinson 

R44 Helicopter, With A Three Hour Minimum. “Charter rates are $900.00 per flight hour in the Robinson 

R44. Charter rates for the EC120 are $1,100 per flight hour. Aircraft stand by time is $100.00 per hour.  There 

is a 3 hour minimum on (all day) custom charters.” [Alamo Helicopter Tours, accessed 1/17/20] 

 

Gonzales Advertised His Helicopter Event To His Colleagues On The Head Start Policy Council 

 

Gonzales Emailed Members Of The Head Start Policy Council, And San Antonio City Employees, About 

The Easter Event. “Good morning Audrey and Fatima, I recently founded a nonprofit focused on inner city 

community engagement. We are kicking off the foundation this Saturday with a fun free event. I’d love to extend 

an invite out to the Head Start Family. Pre-registration in online via eventbright. It’s not everyday you get to see 

10,000 eggs dropped out of a helicopter. 25 lucky golden eggs in the batch which can be exchanged for prizes such 

as Spurs tickets, bikes, Easter baskets, and more. Walmart, AT&T, and other will have booths at the event giving 

away free stuff. All the best, Tony.” [Tony Gonzales email, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 4/4/19] 

 

A SADHS Employee Responded To Gonzales And Stated That They Were Working On Distributing 

Information On The Event To Families In The Area. “Hello Tony - so sorry for the delay. We are acquiring 

permission from our Director’s Office to send out this information to families. Hope to have an answer to you 

soon and send out today. Audrey.” [Audrey Jackson email, San Antonio Department of Human Services. 

4/5/19] 

 

Gonzales Continued To Plug His Event And Claimed To Have Over 800 RSVPs. “You’ll are the best. 

We’re dropping 12,000 eggs and giving away 100 golden eggs prizes now. Rain or shine it’s going to be a great 

event. God Bless, Tony.” [Tony Gonzales email, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 4/5/19] 

https://alamohelicoptertours.com/tours-2/
https://alamohelicoptertours.com/tours-2/
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[Tony Gonzales email, San Antonio Department of Human Services, 4/4/19] 

 

April 2019: The Tony Gonzales Foundation Held An Additional Fundraiser Event 
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April 2019: The Tony Gonzales Foundation Held A Fundraiser. “Come out and support the Tony Gonzales 

Foundation while enjoying some delicious tacos!” [Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 4/18/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 4/18/19] 

 

Criminal Record 

 

As Of December 2019, Gonzales Was Not Associated With Any Criminal Or Traffic Violations. [Nexis 

Criminal Records search, accessed, 12/13/19] 

 

Note: As of the writing of this book, the DCCC research department is not yet in receipt of records from the 

Department of Defense or Department of the Navy that might otherwise shed light on Gonzales’s potential military 

criminal record. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2774118795948210
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/2774118795948210
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Judgments Or Liens 

 

As Of December 2019, Gonzales Is Not Associated With Any Bankruptcies, Judgments, Or Liens. [Nexis 

Bankruptcy, Judgments, & Liens search, accessed 12/13/19] 

 

Bankruptcy Filings 
 

As Of December 2019, Gonzales Is Not Associated With Any Bankruptcies, Judgments, Or Liens. [Nexis 

Bankruptcy, Judgments, & Liens search, accessed 12/13/19] 

 

NOTE: Further research necessary into whether Gonzales or their associated entities had bankruptcies, judgments 

or liens. 

 

Voter Registration & History 

 

According to The Texas Secretary of State and the Longitudinal Voter File, Gonzales’s voting history is depicted 

below: 

 

Gonzales Voting History 
 

General Primary 

Muni 

Primary 

Muni 

Runoff Municipal 

Pres 

Primary Special 

Special 

Primary 

2019       X  

2018 X X       

2016 X X       

2015         

2014         

2013         

2012         

2011         

2010         

2009         

2008         

2007         

2006         

2005         

2004         

2003 X        

2002         

2001         

2000         

1999         

1998         

[Longitudinal Voter File, accessed 2/11/20; Gonzales profile, Texas Secretary of State, accessed 1/3/20] 

 

Personal Finance 
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In 2019, Gonzales had an estimated net worth of between –$624,997 and –$185,000. 

 

According to Gonzales’s federal personal financial disclosures, his annual unearned income was 

between $19,002 and $110,000. Gonzales’s assets totaled between $1,001 and $110,000. Gonzales had 

between $310,000 and $645,000 in liabilities. 

 

NOTE: For detailed descriptions of Gonzales’s personal financial disclosures by year, see Appendix I – Personal 

Financial Disclosures.  

 

Gonzales’s Federal Personal Financial Disclosure Summary 

 

NOTE: For detailed descriptions of Gonzales’s personal financial disclosures by year, see Appendix I – Personal 

Financial Disclosures.  

 

Gonzales PFD Toplines 

Year Earned 

Income 

Asset Value Unearned Income Transactions Liabilities 

MIN MAX MIN MAX MIN MAX MIN MAX 

2019 $138,838.05 $1,001 $15,000 $19,002 $110,000 n/a n/a $310,000 $645,000 

[Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk of The House Of Representatives, Filing ID #10029567, filed 09/30/19] 
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Relationships 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Sen. Ted Cruz endorsed Gonzales’ primary and runoff opponent, Raul Reyes, and reportedly urged 

President Trump to not take sides in the race. 

 

✓ Gonzales received endorsements and support from House GOP leadership. 

 

✓ Gonzales called the election of Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez the result of the American people’s desire for 

“fresh ideas.” 

 

✓ Gonzales accepted the endorsement of Will Hurd. 

 

✓ Gonzales accepted the endorsement of Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller. 

 

✓ Miller responded to the removal of Confederate flags from a Veterans Day parade by alluding 

to lynching. 

 

✓ Miller suggesting using nuclear weapons to attack the “Muslim world.” 

 

✓ Miller called Hillary Clinton the C-word. 

 

✓ Gonzales was endorsed by, and received a contribution from, former Texas Representative Henry 

Bonilla. 

 

✓ Gonzales met with El Paso Mayor Dee Margo. 

 

✓ Dee Margo was called a RINO and “full of crap” by Donald Trump. 

 

   

Ted Cruz Endorsed Gonzales’ Primary And Runoff Opponent – Raul Reyes 
 

Ted Cruz Endorsed Gonzales’ GOP Opponent, Raul Reyes, Saying The District Deserved “Strong 

Conservative Representation” 

 

HEADLINE: Bucking Party Leaders, U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz Intervenes In Republican Runoff For Will Hurd’s 

Seat. [Texas Tribune, 6/30/20] 

 

Cruz Endorsed Raul Reyes In The TX-23 Runoff Election. “U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, is jumping into the 

Republican primary runoff for Texas' most competitive congressional seat this fall, going against the candidate 

favored by retiring U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-Helotes, and national GOP leaders. Saying the district ‘deserves strong 

conservative representation,’ Cruz is endorsing Raul Reyes over Tony Gonzales for Hurd's seat — and launching a 

six-figure TV ad buy backing Reyes, according to details first shared with The Texas Tribune. Cruz’s TV spot for 

Reyes is being paid for by the senator's leadership political action committee, the Jobs, Freedom and Security PAC. 

The 30-second commercial features Cruz speaking to the camera, saying Texas needs to elect ‘conservative 

warriors to defeat [Democratic House Speaker] Nancy Pelosi's agenda and show some of our Republicans what a 

backbone is.’ ‘That’s why I’m supporting retired Col. Raul Reyes for Congress,’ Cruz says. ‘President Trump 

needs more congressmen like Col. Reyes, leaders who won’t surrender our border, our sovereignty, our way of 

life.’” [Texas Tribune, 6/30/20] 

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/06/30/will-hurd-ted-cruz-endorse-raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-congress/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/06/30/will-hurd-ted-cruz-endorse-raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-congress/
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Cruz Reportedly Urged President Trump Not To Take Sides In The GOP Primary Runoff Election 

 

Cruz Reportedly Called President Trump And Urged Him Not To Take Sides Against Raul Reyes. “House 

Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, for example, had lobbied the president to endorse Tony Gonzales for an open 

South Texas seat over a more hard-line candidate they feared would have little chance in the general election. But 

Mr. Trump grew uneasy after a call from Senator Ted Cruz of Texas, who urged him not to take sides against Raul 

Reyes, a build-the-wall border hawk. Mr. Cruz endorsed Mr. Reyes on Tuesday, and it is now unclear what the 

president will do.” [New York Times, 7/28/20] 

 

House GOP Leadership Endorsed Gonzales  

 

Kevin McCarthy And Steve Scalise Endorsed Gonzales 

 

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy And Minority Whip Steve Scalise Endorsed Gonzales. “The 

intervention by Cruz, who has been known to buck his party, puts him opposite a cast of powerful Republicans. In 

addition to Hurd, Gonzales has also been endorsed by the top two Republicans in the House, Minority Leader 

Kevin McCarthy and Minority Whip Steve Scalise. Also, Gonzales has been publicly praised by Tom Emmer, the 

chairman of the Republican Congressional Campaign Committee.” [Texas Tribune, 6/30/20] 

 

Gonzales Was Added To The NRCC’s “Young Guns” Program, The Highest Tier Of Their 

Candidate Support Program 

 

The NRCC Added Gonzales To Its List Of “Young Guns” – The Highest Tier Of Their Support Program. 

“House Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy announced Tony Gonzales has been promoted to ‘Young Gun,’ the 

third and highest tier of the Young Guns program.” [NRCC – Press Release, 8/24/20] 

 

NRCC Chair Tom Emmer Publicly Praised Gonzales. “The intervention by Cruz, who has been known to buck 

his party, puts him opposite a cast of powerful Republicans. In addition to Hurd, Gonzales has also been endorsed 

by the top two Republicans in the House, Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy and Minority Whip Steve Scalise. 

Also, Gonzales has been publicly praised by Tom Emmer, the chairman of the Republican Congressional Campaign 

Committee.” [Texas Tribune, 6/30/20] 

 

Will Hurd 

 

After Hurd Announced His Retirement, Gonzales Thanked Him For “His Service To The Nation” 

 

August 2019: Gonzales Thanked Will Hurd For “His Service To The Nation.” “I want to thank Congressman 

Will Hurd for his service to our nation — first in the CIA, then in Congress for three terms. His retirement is a 

surprise to many of us. I wish my friend well. Tonight I’ve been inundated with calls asking me to strongly 

consider running to succeed him in the 23rd congressional district. When I came home to San Antonio, my goal 

was to serve my community, Texas, and my country. Nothing has changed. Over the next few days, we will 

prayerfully consider this opportunity. Thank you, TG.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 8/1/19] 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/02/us/politics/trump-2020-campaign-problems.html
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/06/30/will-hurd-ted-cruz-endorse-raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-congress/
https://www.nrcc.org/2020/08/24/tony-gonzales-promoted-to-young-gun/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/06/30/will-hurd-ted-cruz-endorse-raul-reyes-tony-gonzales-congress/
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2307223819396165?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAzDr3Nd4WdLfaL3SVbNJP7ptAtFxPGydA4aigH49huCsfVkElANUq_Lyx1q01Ty4fBaaeEQVhdFSeFT12476TWfOaMStdSqNFg6MiVDY7YUM1kvUhraqFiUkA2xzy0T68qv59P8TGtqH-SnO8U7wy90Hr71pTStUd-o3Cg0Z1uGPlgKz05T1KWq5h1x3u5X6RYQzGuGw_zV6MINNJ3NJbx8xnSdIxMTBpnQv1ETwEktW7M55eyMvp-QWPydHoqdqidNrpDGndw7QQW4N2BRPuWOpT9D9corpY3_dfUaPynLMWdUmn2ycDxuoW1k5LpYkdyDjqh_dFGfYlzY2bmq8Xr&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 8/1/19] 

 

Hurd Described Gonzales A “Good Candidate” And Said That The Republican Party Should “Look Like 

America” 

 

Hurd Called Gonzales “A Good Candidate” And Emphasized That The Republican Party Should “Look 

Like America.” “Hurd insisted that a Republican besides him can keep the seat. When pressed for a name, Hurd 

said ‘there's a good candidate in the race’ pointing to Tony Gonzales, a cryptologist who is among several 

Republicans running for the seat. Hurd said that running in a ‘50-50 district’ he's learned there's more that unites 

people than divides them. He emphasized the importance of earning people's trust. ‘If the Republican party doesn't 

start looking like America, there will not be a Republican party in America,’ he said.” [El Paso Times, 9/28/19] 

 

November 2019: Will Hurd Endorsed Gonzales 

 

November 2019: Will Hurd Endorsed Gonzales And Said He “Embodied The American Dream.” “Retiring 

U.S. Rep. Will Hurd, R-Helotes, is endorsing a candidate to succeed him in his battleground district. Hurd gave his 

support Wednesday to Navy veteran Tony Gonzales in the crowded GOP field, saying Gonzales "embodies the 

American Dream’ and calling him essential to keeping the 23rd District red. ‘I care deeply about the hard-working 

men and women of the 23rd District and want to make sure their next Representative has their values and will fight 

for them in Congress,’ Hurd said in statement. ‘This is why I am pleased to endorse 20-year Navy Veteran, loyal 

husband and proud father of five children, Tony Gonzales, to be my successor in Congress.’” [Longview News-

Journal, 11/13/19] 

 

Hurd Saw His Endorsement As A Way To Help Make The GOP More Diverse. “In backing Gonzales, who 

is Mexican American, Hurd nodded to one of his political priorities now that he is not running for reelection: 

helping create a more diverse Texas GOP. ‘If the Republican Party does not look like Texas and resonate with 

all Texans, there won't be a Republican Party in Texas,’ said Hurd, the only black Republican in the House.” 

[Longview News-Journal, 11/13/19] 

 

Hurd Wanted To “Prevent The Creep Of Socialism.” “‘We need conservatives like Tony to take our 

message to all parts of the district to prevent the creep of socialism that we've seen in other parts of the 

Country. ... To keep the 23rd District red, we need Tony Gonzales.’” [Longview News-Journal, 11/13/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2307223819396165?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAzDr3Nd4WdLfaL3SVbNJP7ptAtFxPGydA4aigH49huCsfVkElANUq_Lyx1q01Ty4fBaaeEQVhdFSeFT12476TWfOaMStdSqNFg6MiVDY7YUM1kvUhraqFiUkA2xzy0T68qv59P8TGtqH-SnO8U7wy90Hr71pTStUd-o3Cg0Z1uGPlgKz05T1KWq5h1x3u5X6RYQzGuGw_zV6MINNJ3NJbx8xnSdIxMTBpnQv1ETwEktW7M55eyMvp-QWPydHoqdqidNrpDGndw7QQW4N2BRPuWOpT9D9corpY3_dfUaPynLMWdUmn2ycDxuoW1k5LpYkdyDjqh_dFGfYlzY2bmq8Xr&__tn__=-R
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 [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/13/19] 

 

Will Hurd Only Voted With Trump A Little Over Half Of The Time 

 

Will Hurd Only Voted With Trump 60% Of The Time During The 116th Congress. [FiveThirtyEight Trump 

Score, accessed 1/17/20] 

 

Gonzales Attempted To Portray Himself As More Conservative Than Will Hurd 

 

Gonzales Portrayed Himself As More Conservative Than Will Hurd. “Gonzales is also presenting himself as 

more conservative than Hurd, who has said he is concerned by revelations of President Donald Trump's entreaties 

to Ukraine to investigate Joe Biden. [San Antonio Express-News, 9/27/19] 

 

December 2019: Gonzales Called Himself “His Own Man” And Defended His Decision To Accept 

Hurd’s Endorsement, While Declining To Criticize Him 

 

Gonzales Declined To Criticize Hurd 

 

At A November 2019 Candidate Forum, Gonzales Declined To Reply To A Question Asking What He Did 

Not Like About Will Hurd. “At a forum here in late November for the Republicans running to replace U.S. Rep. 

Will Hurd, R-Helotes, an audience member made a pointed request, asking the candidates to list three things they 

do not like about the retiring congressman. While most of the eight candidates in attendance took turns airing their 

disagreements with Hurd, some more harshly than others, Tony Gonzales took a pass. ‘He is a three-term 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2508101859308359
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/congress-trump-score/will-hurd/
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congressman,’ Gonzales said of Hurd. ‘That man can take care of himself.’ Of course, Gonzales has something his 

primary rivals do not: Hurd's endorsement. But while the congressman has earned acclaim for his ability to keep the 

battleground 23rd District in GOP hands, his moderate profile and disagreements with President Donald Trump 

may be looming just as large over the primary to succeed him.” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/19] 

 

When Questioned About the Endorsement Gonzales Claimed That He Was “My Own Man” But Said That 

In Parts Of TX-23, “The Less You Can Say” Will Hurd’s Name, The Better 

 

Gonzales Stated That He And Hurd Were “Different People” But Conceded That For Part The District, 

Hurd Was Unpopular. “Gonzales encountered sharp questions about the Hurd endorsement at a meet-and-greet 

last month in the county seat, Del Rio. Gonzales responded by saying he and Hurd are ‘different people’ — noting, 

for example, that he has five kids and speaks fluent Spanish — and emphasizing that the ‘key is for me to be my 

own man.’ Pressed on the political impact of Hurd's endorsement, Gonzales acknowledged there are parts of the 

district where people ‘sing [Hurd's] praises’ and others, particularly west of San Antonio, where "the less you can 

say Will Hurd's name,’ the better. [Texas Tribune, 1/9/19] 

 

Gonzales Claimed That He Was Seeking Trump’s Endorsement 

 

November 2019: Gonzales Stated That He Was “Working To The Point” Of Getting Trump’s Endorsement. 

“‘Look, I’m working to a point where I get President Trump’s endorsement,’ Gonzales said, according to audio 

obtained by The Texas Tribune.’ What is that gonna do for me?’” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/19] 

 

Gonzales Said That “You Either Love President Trump Or You Do Not.” “‘You either love President 

Trump or you do not. It’s one of those things, but at the end of the day, I look at it and I go, I need everybody 

pulling the wagon. That’s the only way we’re gonna win.’” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/19] 

 

January 2020: Gonzales Attended An MLK Day Parade With Will Hurd 

 

January 2020: Gonzales Attended An MLK Day Parade With Will Hurd. “‘Life’s most persistent and urgent 

question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’ Martin Luther King, Jr.’” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

1/20/20] 

 

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Antonio-Texas/110297742331680?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDPVBQUEGtqksdVhe9y_u9ZelJztQEgoY5iDjWYkyUgF7cG6xSL0C0_tZczGM2hAgFcUsuQ-DWd_dl4l73wl-C1phFoXHwX4J1hTIr6lBYy5wKrzE3Q1Nn1cMvOg4lAoaI_HtKRtDdxsxVQQT1riLS74rKh4otWMELAm8AR8gfUK5uenbsMT5hfobxh375x9KuacEAabbWFAwzpU3ejv4oGEYjVtOzrhxwe_Gm3Rb0rEZ6a8eJyGvgOjT8hfiyYZr6M0lZtvC3XaHNUbKUFx-EalsbJWrxHtZ4-LA_EgdtNYt1szYckUGRhjvcsTDANAaIyCD9EdTN7mE_SBjUSomkoa283&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARCBgtSJd5UB-1Tsxl4jcTk_BIoWeY6nGU_CkYlhI1HZSg4brrxx1eWhL1epNrGuKgUNzX1KlQFfPsJAPeiNux0ViqAtHFk1cK_KD1YCrtuMpQvFSEan2iEdPO_njLGhHatVrcLYOIs1hnu-vMR0G23H7vPCjk3tj8URihGCx0vTBi3fLfx6EvYx886N7TilyUWduTsUddrljzjV-TYzQsM2c-af-O_l6u_RHRx9ulLmVKaWUBgbto2yGOJrPc9lm0F5DeQaZYjf41Vxfiwdhk9gwEL8g278zOoyViuEwRelBo4RZ9yBj7RPAX9BY-3FKHbdz0oVN2OyIbQUogXoGEolgFC7&__tn__=-R&eid=ARBWwlXVfpzUBtr49vkzEaF935E0Z7PVtTuPdXE0wasDhteBDWvW63LJcyXX2DH7S2nuLXFuUaUSlvXn
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/20/20] 

 

Marco Rubio 

 

2017-2018: Gonzales Was A Legislative Fellow In The Office Of Senator Marco Rubio 

 

2016: Gonzales Was Selected As A LEGIS Fellow By The Navy 

 

August 2016: Gonzales Was Selected As A LEGIS Fellow In The Navy Office Of Legislative Affairs In 

Washington, DC. “Ernest "Tony" Gonzales has always shown a keen interest in government, and this fall he'll 

have the opportunity to be in the middle of it all, serving as a 2017 Navy Legislative Fellow for the Navy's Office 

of Legislative Affairs in Washington D.C.” [US Fed News, 8/9/16] 

 

LEGIS Fellows Had The Opportunity To Work In A Congressional Office. “During the 14-month 

fellowship, which begins Nov. 1, Gonzales and other LEGIS fellows will complete a variety of projects, 

including drafting legislation and organizing committee hearings. Fellows will also serve on the staff of a 

senator or congressman who sits on one of the various Armed Services committees in Congress.” [US Fed 

News, 8/9/16] 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Antonio-Texas/110297742331680?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDPVBQUEGtqksdVhe9y_u9ZelJztQEgoY5iDjWYkyUgF7cG6xSL0C0_tZczGM2hAgFcUsuQ-DWd_dl4l73wl-C1phFoXHwX4J1hTIr6lBYy5wKrzE3Q1Nn1cMvOg4lAoaI_HtKRtDdxsxVQQT1riLS74rKh4otWMELAm8AR8gfUK5uenbsMT5hfobxh375x9KuacEAabbWFAwzpU3ejv4oGEYjVtOzrhxwe_Gm3Rb0rEZ6a8eJyGvgOjT8hfiyYZr6M0lZtvC3XaHNUbKUFx-EalsbJWrxHtZ4-LA_EgdtNYt1szYckUGRhjvcsTDANAaIyCD9EdTN7mE_SBjUSomkoa283&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARCBgtSJd5UB-1Tsxl4jcTk_BIoWeY6nGU_CkYlhI1HZSg4brrxx1eWhL1epNrGuKgUNzX1KlQFfPsJAPeiNux0ViqAtHFk1cK_KD1YCrtuMpQvFSEan2iEdPO_njLGhHatVrcLYOIs1hnu-vMR0G23H7vPCjk3tj8URihGCx0vTBi3fLfx6EvYx886N7TilyUWduTsUddrljzjV-TYzQsM2c-af-O_l6u_RHRx9ulLmVKaWUBgbto2yGOJrPc9lm0F5DeQaZYjf41Vxfiwdhk9gwEL8g278zOoyViuEwRelBo4RZ9yBj7RPAX9BY-3FKHbdz0oVN2OyIbQUogXoGEolgFC7&__tn__=-R&eid=ARBWwlXVfpzUBtr49vkzEaF935E0Z7PVtTuPdXE0wasDhteBDWvW63LJcyXX2DH7S2nuLXFuUaUSlvXn
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Gonzales Was Selected For Placement In A Congressional Office 

 

December 2016: Gonzales Was Selected To Work As A Congressional Advisor Within The LEGIS Program. 

“Senior Chief Petty Officer Tony Gonzales, an information warfare Sailor and San Antonio native, received his 

latest assignment to serve as a Congressional advisor for one year, Dec. 7. Gonzales was selected for the 

Department of Defense Legislative (LEGIS) Fellows program while serving as the training manager for the 

cryptologic technician (collection) rating, now Navy Occupational Specialty B540, at the Center for Information 

Warfare Training (CIWT).  The Navy's Office of Legislative Affairs manages the Navy's program, which allows 

Sailors to broaden their experience and knowledge in the operations and organization of Congress while enhancing 

the Navy's ability to fulfill its role in the national policy development process.” [US Official News, 12/13/16] 

 

Gonzales Worked As A Legislative Fellow In The Office Of Senator Marco Rubio. [Legistorm, accessed 

1/23/20] 

 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales on Facebook, 2/8/18] 

 

https://www.legistorm.com/person/bio/338556/Ernest_Anthony_Gonzales_II.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2107917349235028&set=p.2107917349235028&type=3
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 1/2/20] 

 

September 2019: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $1,000 From The Reclaim America PAC, 

Aligned With Marco Rubio 

 

September 2019: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $1,000 From The Reclaim America PAC. [FEC, 

accessed 1/3/20] 

 

The Reclaim America PAC Was Aligned With Marco Rubio. “Sen. Marco Rubio used his Reclaim America 

PAC to support a slate of candidates, from Bob Corker and Carlos Curbelo to Luther Strange, while continuing 

to spend large sums on consultants and other expenses, according to a new FEC filing. […] Donors include an 

array of PACS, including Amazon, Google, Bacardi, Comcast, Goldman Sachs, as well as individuals such as 

Jose Fanjul, Belinda Keiser and Cesar Conda, Rubio's former chief of staff who has returned to lobbying.” 

[Tampa Bay Times, 2/1/18] 

https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1212897192240910336
file://///D3CFILE01/research/Candidates%20&%20Campaigns/Texas/Gonzales,%20Tony/Book/September%202019:%20Tony%20Gonzales%20For%20Congress%20Received%20$1000%20From%20The%20Reclaim%20America%20PAC,%20Aligned%20With%20Marco%20Rubio
https://www.tampabay.com/florida-politics/buzz/2018/02/01/rubio-pac-doles-out-money-to-candidates-and-consultants/
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Kevin McCarthy 
 

Kevin McCarthy 

 

October 2019: Gonzales Met With Kevin McCarthy, Michael Cloud (TX-27), Jodey Arrington (TX-19), 

Congressman Michael McCaul (TX-10) And Chip Roy (TX-21). “Today, I joined Jodey Arrington, Michael 

Cloud, Kevin McCarthy, Michael McCaul for Texas and Chip Roy to discuss the issues that matter most to San 

Antonio. As your next Congressman, I'll fight for our #TX23 families.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

10/9/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/9/19] 

 

Chip Roy 
 

Gonzales Called Chip Roy A “Conservative Warrior” And Endorsed Him In His Reelection Bid 

 

October 2019: Tony Gonzales Called Chip Roy A “Conservative Warrior” Who Was Needed In Congress. 

“Rep. Chip Roy is exactly the type of Conservative warrior needed in Congress. It’s going to be a pleasure 

watching him defeat Wendy Davis.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 10/11/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2433826553402557
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2433826553402557
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2552866554831889?__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 10/11/19] 

 

December 2019: Gonzales’ Campaign Expressed Support For Congressman Chip Roy And Posted 

Photos From A Roy Campaign Event. “#TeamTony supporting U.S. Representative Chip Roy for District 

21! Over 200 people showing up to #KeepitRed!” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/2/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2552866554831889?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2552866554831889?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBVAaGJoi1zKU5GM0uM4oQfzZcLOddEDhsC2EE9SRr2BE3j285rd3sDzxlSYOQ0TLdsXpaM41KbSREJE_T3boQJtHkvah_xxLhx8_QULi0ISXfavP_thq6zTcOgIOFRBUoH8EqyE7ntKpslvumcS-Fk5g8DSdkD7YQ_NDJ-uPqmyavQMO2KQQ10sIMm5la8sAd-nEdrYjPfky2kzgFf7m68JiNmG0XBG-40lALgrWzwMw_HBc00dkXlI5PbuINNzIQgcqFXYmbLbN9dW0QHlBiU9_qnArzYherhm3jtwonjxYo5WRBBtTnEfX6biu62IbkJyYlZQ8522J3PM8htK5oYzTVJ&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/2/19] 

 

December 2019: Gonzales Promoted An Article Chip Roy Wrote For The National Review Attacking 

Impeachment 

 

December 2019: Gonzales Promoted An Article Chip Roy Wrote For The National Review Attacking 

Impeachment. “Great article by Chip Roy. Let the Voters Decide! #TonyforCongress #TX23 #Veteran 

https://www.nationalreview.com/…/trump-impeachment-inquiry-…” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

12/13/19] 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2552866554831889?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBVAaGJoi1zKU5GM0uM4oQfzZcLOddEDhsC2EE9SRr2BE3j285rd3sDzxlSYOQ0TLdsXpaM41KbSREJE_T3boQJtHkvah_xxLhx8_QULi0ISXfavP_thq6zTcOgIOFRBUoH8EqyE7ntKpslvumcS-Fk5g8DSdkD7YQ_NDJ-uPqmyavQMO2KQQ10sIMm5la8sAd-nEdrYjPfky2kzgFf7m68JiNmG0XBG-40lALgrWzwMw_HBc00dkXlI5PbuINNzIQgcqFXYmbLbN9dW0QHlBiU9_qnArzYherhm3jtwonjxYo5WRBBtTnEfX6biu62IbkJyYlZQ8522J3PM8htK5oYzTVJ&__tn__=-R
https://www.nationalreview.com/…/trump-impeachment-inquiry-…
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2577553232363221?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCGXHgRJyYsD9BsiCEM_KJ4pp2aR57HX6tapypcSD6UjU81JYaN5qs00yz64IpFr0GOfcvpb3ZGBtuxyIvA9Xb8rD7MYOEEgmz5b6NCYjaGKkZCWMNFevZxntzLe4ocDKis5NvHR0wtz7efghSnUVGwIH8_wCb4R7sn3Hm-GNeG5NKWtgxWFQsBX0w9syW0IMDzADft4B8sxfyUSFgFSyIilsGq4wQqptDmqdyAlTQAfOtF-iijJb8koTja0VLUSAZfvhL0MT7IB3Mylg3jKl2ZRSovbA2pP6xS38zlEeu1oo8FyQM0v1ApIN-fNDpBzRj707cFCHAMmPe3greoCaka&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/13/19] 

 

ROY OP-ED: Roy Said That Democrats Had Failed To Provide Compelling Evidence In The 

Impeachment Proceedings And Stated That The 2020 Election Should Decide Trump’s Fate. “Therefore, 

while I will continue to examine any evidence offered in the apparent final days of this partisan impeachment 

exercise, House Democrats have utterly failed to provide compelling evidence of a high crime and 

misdemeanor meriting the impeachment of a president. Once this process is completed in the U.S. House, we 

should immediately turn our attention to solving any one of the significant issues that Americans care most 

about. Reducing health-care prices, securing the border, balancing the budget, passing free trade, or providing a 

clear mission for our military — these are the things I hear Texans talking about every day. Let’s do our job 

now. Whether you agree with this analysis or not, one thing is clearly true: Americans will have the opportunity 

to make their choice in just over ten months. We should let them do it.” [National Review, Rep. Chip Roy, 

12/11/19] 

 

Endorsements 

 

Former TX-23 Rep. Henry Bonilla   

 

August 2019: Henry Bonilla Endorsed Gonzales 

 

August 2019: Henry Bonilla Endorsed Gonzales. “I’m honored to have the full support of former GOP 

Congressman Henry Bonilla in my campaign for Congress in #TX23. Republicans must hold this seat, and I believe 

I’m the most qualified candidate to do that. I look forward to a spirited primary and general election campaign. I 

hope you will consider joining #TeamTony today! Visit my website to learn more about my campaign >> 

TonyGonzalesForCongress.com.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/8/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2577553232363221?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCGXHgRJyYsD9BsiCEM_KJ4pp2aR57HX6tapypcSD6UjU81JYaN5qs00yz64IpFr0GOfcvpb3ZGBtuxyIvA9Xb8rD7MYOEEgmz5b6NCYjaGKkZCWMNFevZxntzLe4ocDKis5NvHR0wtz7efghSnUVGwIH8_wCb4R7sn3Hm-GNeG5NKWtgxWFQsBX0w9syW0IMDzADft4B8sxfyUSFgFSyIilsGq4wQqptDmqdyAlTQAfOtF-iijJb8koTja0VLUSAZfvhL0MT7IB3Mylg3jKl2ZRSovbA2pP6xS38zlEeu1oo8FyQM0v1ApIN-fNDpBzRj707cFCHAMmPe3greoCaka&__tn__=-R
https://www.nationalreview.com/2019/12/trump-impeachment-inquiry-let-voters-decide/?fbclid=IwAR0dbGE_wbeI4zIlqldefDS5bGmr5v5hox_45Mb4gPmE3Mls77k577_Quq8
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2317078321744048
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/8/19] 

 

September 2019: Former Rep. Henry Bonilla Attended An Event For Gonzales At The Capitol Hill Club In 

Washington DC. “Former Texas Rep. Henry Bonilla was among those at an event for Gonzales on Thursday 

evening at the Capitol Hill Club, a Republican Party gathering spot adjacent to the U.S. Capitol.  "When you watch 

someone new to politics, you're never sure how they're going to perform. But after seeing him, a lot of us are more 

motivated than ever. One House member wrote him a check on the spot. They're not going to do that if he's not 

impressive,’ Bonilla said.” [San Antonio Express-News, 9/27/19] 

 

August 2019: Bonilla Contributed $2,800 To Gonzales’s Campaign 

 

8/14/19: Bonilla Contributed $2,800 To Gonzales’s Campaign. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 

1/27/19] 

 

George P. Bush, Texas Land Commissioner 

 

December 2019: Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush Endorsed Tony Gonzales In The Race For TX-

23. “I’m pleased to endorse Tony Gonzales for Congress. Tony honorably served our nation for 20 years in the US 

Navy. His experience makes him the best candidate to serve Texans in the 23rd district. We absolutely must win 

this race and Tony is the strongest Republican candidate to do that. I look forward to helping him win.” [George P. 

Bush On Facebook, 12/12/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2317078321744048
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077494
https://www.facebook.com/georgepfortexas/posts/2626433217404945
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[George P. Bush On Facebook, 12/12/19] 

 

February 2019: George P. Bush Was Endorsed By Donald Trump. “Texas LC George P. Bush backed me 

when it wasn’t the politically correct thing to do, and I back him now.” [Donald Trump on Twitter, 2/27/18] 

 

 
[Donald Trump on Twitter, 2/27/18] 

 

Master Chief Petty Officer Of The Navy Joe R. Campa 

 

https://www.facebook.com/georgepfortexas/posts/2626433217404945
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/968620661349470209?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E968620661349470209&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dallasnews.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2018%2F06%2F19%2Fdonald-trump-jr-cancels-fundraiser-for-george-p-bush-after-jeb-s-tweet-on-family-separation%2F
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/968620661349470209
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October 2019: Gonzales Was Endorsed By Master Chief Petty Officer Of The Navy Joe R. Campa. “‘I’m 

proud to support Tony Gonzales for Congress in TX-23. Tony honorably served our country and he understands 

national security and military issues, as well as the needs of our veterans. As an OEF and OIF veteran, he will make 

an outstanding member of Congress.’ - Eleventh Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) Joe R. Campa 

Jr.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/29/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/29/19] 

 

Former Rep. Quico Canseco 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2476052232513322/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD3sLGPbgL_dAeiLkqfy7jVsM-dZ0JGbr4TCQ6FNdy9M1JjN-gIs0IJyQA3pjwIj3JyHWHrntkUinMAXzYCYzS4eRak1zM5zLev-wg9jBCPMPcoRILva2DD2JVzE753kynVmzRGo1xrhLBkOKVymX0v3jfWb89LeXFDufDbBwbKa0-SX_4PXNkmbSkxvQm1Y7dzvAQJvusY08gsDeaYIsZkNvnt2iE3wGtUs2AsVInLP6PP5v1dNUVan9gqoiL8_I08z0YQeWZ-VR87FBZZiHyro0O2-6nTZFWujHZg6aLXO-Gg8eQ33XM9OJnDoldnitqqTV5jqOF3aPxtNwB8fAxVQNg4&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2476052232513322/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD3sLGPbgL_dAeiLkqfy7jVsM-dZ0JGbr4TCQ6FNdy9M1JjN-gIs0IJyQA3pjwIj3JyHWHrntkUinMAXzYCYzS4eRak1zM5zLev-wg9jBCPMPcoRILva2DD2JVzE753kynVmzRGo1xrhLBkOKVymX0v3jfWb89LeXFDufDbBwbKa0-SX_4PXNkmbSkxvQm1Y7dzvAQJvusY08gsDeaYIsZkNvnt2iE3wGtUs2AsVInLP6PP5v1dNUVan9gqoiL8_I08z0YQeWZ-VR87FBZZiHyro0O2-6nTZFWujHZg6aLXO-Gg8eQ33XM9OJnDoldnitqqTV5jqOF3aPxtNwB8fAxVQNg4&__tn__=-R
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Former TX-23 Congressman Quico Canseco Endorsed Gonzales For Congress. “‘TX-23 is a seat Republicans 

must retain. We need a candidate who understands the issues facing this vast and diverse district and has the 

wherewithal to raise enough money to win both the primary and general elections. Tony Gonzales is that person! I 

ask you to join me in supporting Tony Gonzales as the GOP candidate. Too much is at stake!’ – Quico Canseco, 

Former GOP Representative (TX-23).” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 8/7/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 8/7/19] 

 

June 2020: Canseco Represented A Former Gonzales Campaign Consultant Consultant  

 

June 2020: Phil Ricks, A Onetime Staffer To Rep. Henry Bonilla, Sued Gonzales For Over $11,000 In 

Unpaid Campaign Consulting Services. “Saying he was stiffed on payments for campaign work, a political 

consultant who once worked for U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla, has sued Tony Gonzales, one of two GOP hopefuls vying 

to represent Texas' hotly contested 23rd Congressional District. In a suit filed in Bexar County District Court, Phil 

Ricks — a former staffer for Bonilla, a Republican who represented the district from 1993 to 2007 — said 

Gonzales declined to make good on $11,500 owed for his work.” [San Antonio Current, 6/15/20] 

 

The Consultant Was Represented By Former Rep. Quico Canseco, Who Had Earlier Endorsed Gonzales 

 

June 2020: Consultant Phil Ricks Hired Former Rep. Quico Canseco To Represent Him In His Suit Against 

Gonzales. “Perhaps reflecting the small world of South Texas politics, the attorney representing Ricks in the 

lawsuit is Quico Canseco, who also represented the 23rd District as a Republican from 2011-2013. Canseco said he 

https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1159273981331087360
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1159273981331087360
https://www.sacurrent.com/the-daily/archives/2020/06/15/former-bonilla-staffer-sues-texas-congressional-hopeful-tony-gonzales-over-unpaid-fees
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reluctantly took the case because Ricks is an old friend. ‘He was hired by Mr. Gonzales at the beginning, and then 

Mr. Gonzales refused to pay him,’ Canseco said. ‘What's fair is fair. I mean, we've got to pay our bills. We all do.’” 

[San Antonio Current, 6/15/20] 

 

August 2019: Former TX-23 Congressman Quico Canseco Endorsed Gonzales For Congress. “‘TX-23 is a 

seat Republicans must retain. We need a candidate who understands the issues facing this vast and diverse district 

and has the wherewithal to raise enough money to win both the primary and general elections. Tony Gonzales is 

that person! I ask you to join me in supporting Tony Gonzales as the GOP candidate. Too much is at stake!’ – 

Quico Canseco, Former GOP Representative (TX-23).” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 8/7/19] 

 

https://www.sacurrent.com/the-daily/archives/2020/06/15/former-bonilla-staffer-sues-texas-congressional-hopeful-tony-gonzales-over-unpaid-fees
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1159273981331087360
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 8/8/19] 

 

Representative Dan Crenshaw 

 

October 2019: Rep. Dan Crenshaw Endorsed Gonzales 

 

October 2019: Dan Crenshaw Endorsed Tony Gonzales In For The Republican Nomination In TX-23. 

“‘Congress will only work if we have the right people serving. It is time for our generation to take the lead, and 

veterans like Tony Gonzales are exactly what we need. I am proud to endorse him for Congress in the 23rd district 

and look forward to helping him win this race.’ — Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-TX).” [Tony Gonzales For Congress On 

Facebook, 10/10/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 10/10/19] 

 

Gonzales Called Dan Crenshaw “A Hero.” “Dan Crenshaw is a hero for his courageous military service and 

sacrifice for our country and I have admired him for many years. In Congress, I look forward to working with him 

to ensure we provide outstanding care for our veterans and offer conservative leadership for our country. I am 

honored to have his support in this campaign. #TeamTony #TX23.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

10/12/19] 

 

https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1159487145519788033?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2435268816591664
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2435268816591664
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2435529366565609/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDTgrTWf5nJLp0_81EKrerj4qgsEnuhH3fvx0r1UJhp543nGDiAap66PlH2jtP4ICNxCGaQs-FUf4jqmMVAFu8pWXIk28Za64mCx5Th1m8EAktTMMTcJkQNNzH-rwksJfRoIh5nnn9N16giL9I7mXp_pFMJeNQIBS288g96v07qRsKPtxmD8SvgiJJGlIGyfwTjTUTD8O4QhWPDBv-P330D9cmclepE27Opa0rqzwmwC818ABZ8TswP_cXr4Kldw6z6xtEJBzv8SoAbUWKtbNJYb51DktUSKCArCMfKAR3fjWofecMnjanawNupHp2Bao9kJ7WXh1qp6nUCMxOmGaa_Hl9P&__tn__=-R
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Gonzales Promoted Material From Crenshaw’s Social Media 

 

Gonzales Promoted Material From Crenshaw’s Social Media. [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

10/14/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/14/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/3128750133818406?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDbKNcRpfZqc24wUYwnVLsAIwcHt3VLCVCqSspTMvIH28Ri15pgNSqMux2NCYWK4sCUyCe72dpoVdLlBrkIDFMbdjSucKZJNAC-o_Ia6GrYGPSPQ1zsbpYTKpfaQ4ORiA9orZBdxO-2uPT_bf2pChIwOAJkZvn0IOqGBbquwWXRZvx5kyybJtzQGyL09IhcOMh10QL-itfTeKCS7VBblhdn0yz-J4xV11lCHjESb7wsbruyjib3upG15TSm6b3VzSDUkDkBuWK2LU4EySqOI6xkY-3T1qLrwuySa3NzhoKyKbNL3iGxcf66tK38EYvT8WtqbqrIAVk_m5icHo6Zcdy-&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/tony.gonzales.735/posts/3128750133818406?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDbKNcRpfZqc24wUYwnVLsAIwcHt3VLCVCqSspTMvIH28Ri15pgNSqMux2NCYWK4sCUyCe72dpoVdLlBrkIDFMbdjSucKZJNAC-o_Ia6GrYGPSPQ1zsbpYTKpfaQ4ORiA9orZBdxO-2uPT_bf2pChIwOAJkZvn0IOqGBbquwWXRZvx5kyybJtzQGyL09IhcOMh10QL-itfTeKCS7VBblhdn0yz-J4xV11lCHjESb7wsbruyjib3upG15TSm6b3VzSDUkDkBuWK2LU4EySqOI6xkY-3T1qLrwuySa3NzhoKyKbNL3iGxcf66tK38EYvT8WtqbqrIAVk_m5icHo6Zcdy-&__tn__=-R
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Jeff Judson, Former President Of The Texas Public Policy Foundation 

 

September 2019: Jeff Judson Endorsed Tony Gonzales 

 

September 2019: Former President Of Conservative Think Tank Texas Public Policy Foundation, Jeff 

Judson, Endorsed Gonzales. “‘I am happy to endorse Tony Gonzales for Congress in Texas’ 23rd district. If we 

are going to keep that district in the Republican column, we need a candidate and congressman who can GROW the 

Republican base and bring the Hispanic vote where it belongs, in the pro-life, pro-family, pro-free enterprise 

Republican party. Tony impresses me as just the man for the job.’ — Former President of Texas Public Policy 

Foundation, Jeff Judson.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 9/10/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 9/10/19] 

 

The Texas Public Policy Foundation Was A Conservative Think Tank Established In 1989. “TPPF was 

founded in 1989 by James Leninger, a wealthy San Antonio doctor and Republican donor who made a fortune 

selling hospital beds. Weary of the Democratic majority in the Texas Legislature at the time, he launched TPPF 

to produce research representing his conservative point of view.” [Houston Chronicle, 10/19/18] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2552866554831889?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2552866554831889?__tn__=-R
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/article/Texas-think-tank-seizes-its-Trump-moment-13321209.php
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2016: Judson Challenged The Texas House Speaker In A Primary And His Supporter Was Part Of A Hate 

Group 

 

2016: Judson Ran To Challenge The Texas House Speaker For His Seat. “For anyone who cares: This week, in 

its annual report on extremist organizations, the Alabama civil rights group labeled Conservative Republicans of 

Texas an “anti-LGBT” hate group, one of 48 throughout the country. Led by Republican donor Steven Hotze of 

Houston, CRT is endorsing Judson against Texas House Speaker Joe Straus, R-San Antonio, in the GOP primary.” 

[San Antonio Express News, 2/19/16] 

 

In Response An Organization That Sponsored Judson Being Labeled As A Hate Group By The SPLC, 

Judson Said That “I Don’t Really Care.” “For anyone who cares: This week, in its annual report on extremist 

organizations, the Alabama civil rights group labeled Conservative Republicans of Texas an ‘anti-LGBT hate 

group, one of 48 throughout the country. Led by Republican donor Steven Hotze of Houston, CRT is endorsing 

Judson against Texas House Speaker Joe Straus, R-San Antonio, in the GOP primary. I called Judson on Friday for 

his thoughts on the matter. ‘I don’t really care what the Southern Poverty Law Center says,’ Judson told me.’ None 

of my voters care.’ I asked Judson why he doesn’t care. ‘Adios,’ he said, and hung up the phone. (He might have 

muttered ‘mofo’ after disconnecting, but I can’t be certain.)” [San Antonio Express News, 2/19/16] 

 

Steven Hotze, Who Led The Hate Group, Gave A Speech Suggesting He Would Use A Sword To Attack 

LGBTQ People And Compared Them To Nazis. “Last year, at an anti-LGBT rally, Hotze unsheathed a 

sword on stage and pointed it at the audience, according to an article in The Texas Observer. For thousands of 

years, men fought with swords,’ he said, according to the article. ‘Can you imagine that piercing right through 

the enemy like this? That’s what the word of God does. I’ve decided, I’m not going to fight the homosexuals 

with sweet words. I’m going to fight them with God’s word.’ He then compared LGBT people to Nazis.” [San 

Antonio Express News, 2/19/16] 

 

Sid Miller, Texas Agriculture Commissioner  

 

December 2019: Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller Endorsed Tony Gonzales 

 

December 2019: Tony Gonzales Received The Endorsement Of Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller. 

“I'm proud to have the endorsement of Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller! Our farmers and ranchers are 

the foundation of our local and national economies. In Congress, I'll be an unwavering voice for our agriculture 

community and support legislation that provides these folks with the tools needed to make a livable wage and feed 

our Texas families. #TeamTony #TX23.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/13/19] 

 

https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/brian_chasnoff/article/Judson-supporter-called-leader-of-hate-group-6843278.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/brian_chasnoff/article/Judson-supporter-called-leader-of-hate-group-6843278.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/brian_chasnoff/article/Judson-supporter-called-leader-of-hate-group-6843278.php
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2577749159010295
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[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/13/19] 

 

Miller Said That Gonzales “Wore My Ass Out” Asking For An Endorsement” “Noting Gonzales' wide-

ranging GOP endorsements, Miller said it is ‘really ... not all that wacky that I endorsed him,’ stressing the need for 

a candidate to keep the district in Republican hands. Plus, Miller added, Gonzales ‘wore my ass out,’ asking for the 

agriculture commissioner's endorsement an estimated 10 times while Miller did not hear from any of the other 

candidates.” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/20] 

 

Miller: Gonzales “Damn Sure Better Be” A Pro-Trump Conservative. “A few weeks after the forum, Gonzales 

landed an endorsement that perhaps most vividly illustrates the range of his intraparty support: Agriculture 

Commissioner Sid Miller, arguably Trump's most vocal supporter in Texas. Miller is confident Gonzales would be 

a more conservative and pro-Trump representative than Hurd. ‘He damn sure better be, that's all I think,’ Miller 

quipped in an interview.” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/20] 

 

February 2018: Donald Trump Called Miller “Trump’s Man In Texas” 

 

Donald Trump Tweeted That Sid Miller Had Been “With Him From The Beginning.” “Also, AC Sid Miller 

has been with me from the beginning, he is ‘Trump’s Man in Texas.’ Also support Comptroller Glenn Hegar, and 

Railroad Commissioner Christi Craddick.” [Donald Trump on Twitter, 2/27/18] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2577749159010295
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/968620661349470209
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[Donald Trump on Twitter, 2/27/18] 

 

November 2019: Miller Responded To A Decision To Limit Pro-Confederate Marchers In A Veterans Day 

Parade By Saying “Get A Rope” 

 

Sid Miller Disapproved Of Stephenville, TX Limiting The Presence Of The Sons Of Confederate Veterans 

(SCV) In The Town’s 2019 Veterans Day Parade. “Sid Miller didn’t like his hometown’s decision to limit a 

Confederate group’s presence in a Veterans Day parade. His response didn’t play too well, either. The Texas 

agriculture commissioner, who isn’t afraid to stir the pot with controversial remarks, responded to a notice on 

Facebook that the Sons of Confederate Veterans group couldn’t fly its flags at Stephenville’s annual parade 

honoring U.S. military veterans.” [Dallas Morning News, 11/9/19] 

 

Miller Wrote In Response To The Decision To “Get A Rope.” “‘Get a rope,’ he posted in the comments 

section.” [Dallas Morning News, 11/9/19] 

 

 
[Dallas Morning News, 11/9/19] 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/968620661349470209
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2019/11/10/texas-ag-commissioner-sid-miller-to-city-that-excluded-confederate-group-from-vets-parade-get-a-rope/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2019/11/10/texas-ag-commissioner-sid-miller-to-city-that-excluded-confederate-group-from-vets-parade-get-a-rope/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2019/11/10/texas-ag-commissioner-sid-miller-to-city-that-excluded-confederate-group-from-vets-parade-get-a-rope/
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Miller Claimed His Comment Was In Reference To A 1992 Salsa Commercial, Not Lynching. “The 

response was swift, as other commenters accused Miller of being tasteless or trivializing the act of lynching. 

‘Sid Miller so ... hang the people because?’ one post read. ‘Sid Miller a rope for what sir’ read another. Miller 

later edited his remark to clarify things but still kept his original statement intact. ‘Good grief people, it’s a 

joke, an old saying from a Pace Picante commercial. Lighten up.’ Miller was referring to a salsa commercial 

from 1992, in which a group of Texans become outraged after one of their own brings a salsa from New York 

City to their cookout.” [Dallas Morning News, 11/9/19] 

 

November 2016: Sid Miller Called Hillary Clinton The C-Word 

 

In The Days Before The 2016 Election, Miller Called Hillary Clinton The C-Word. “November 2016: Days 

before the presidential election, Miller tweeted a reference to a poll and called Clinton a c---. The tweet was 

deleted, and he claimed his account was hacked.” [Dallas Morning News, 10/10/18] 

 

August 2015: Sid Miller Advocating Using Nuclear Weapons To Attack “The Muslim World” 

 

Miller Suggesting Attacking The “Muslim World” With Nuclear Weapons. “August 2015: Miller shared a 

Facebook photo with an exploding mushroom cloud and the caption: ‘Japan has been at peace with the U.S. since 

August 9, 1945. It's time we made peace with the Muslim world.’ The post was later deleted after he received 

backlash.” [Dallas Morning News, 10/10/18] 

 

November 2015: Miller Compared Syrian Refugees To Rattlesnakes.  

 

Miller Compared Syrian Refugees To Rattlesnakes. “November 2015: Miller posted a photo of a crowd of 

refugees along with a photo of a pile of rattlesnakes. ‘Can you tell me which of these rattlers won't bite you?’ he 

wrote in the caption.” [Dallas Morning News, 10/10/18] 

 

Miller Said That Tearing Down Confederate Memorials Was Like Tearing Down Holocaust Sites 

 

Miller Equated Taking Town Confederate Monuments With Removing Holocaust Sites. “As several 

Confederate memorials were being removed in Texas and across the country, Miller shared a Facebook post 

referring to how Nazi concentration camps have been preserved as a reminder of the Holocaust and to never tear 

down memorials.” [Dallas Morning News, 10/10/18] 

 

Republican National Hispanic Assembly 

 

December 2019: The Republican National Hispanic Assembly (RNHA) Endorsed Gonzales For The 

Republican Nomination In TX-23 

 

The RNHA Endorsed Gonzales, Praising His “Exemplary History Of Service” To The US. “The Republican 

National Hispanic Assembly is proud to endorse Tony Gonzales for Congress of Texas 23 Congressional District. 

Tony Gonzales is a faithful Catholic who attends St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church regularly with his wife and 

five children. He immigrated to the U.S from Mexico and is fluent in Spanish. […] Tony Gonzales has a long and 

exemplary history of service to the United States of America. It is for this reason that we are asking that you join us 

in supporting Tony Gonzales for Congressman of Texas’ 23rd Congressional District.” [Republican National 

Hispanic Assembly, 12/31/2019] 

 

Pete Sessions 

 

September 2019: Former Congressman Pete Sessions Endorsed Gonzales 

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2019/11/10/texas-ag-commissioner-sid-miller-to-city-that-excluded-confederate-group-from-vets-parade-get-a-rope/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2018/10/10/10-times-ag-commissioner-sid-millers-posts-fired-up-his-base-and-shocked-his-detractors/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2018/10/10/10-times-ag-commissioner-sid-millers-posts-fired-up-his-base-and-shocked-his-detractors/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2018/10/10/10-times-ag-commissioner-sid-millers-posts-fired-up-his-base-and-shocked-his-detractors/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2018/10/10/10-times-ag-commissioner-sid-millers-posts-fired-up-his-base-and-shocked-his-detractors/
https://rnha.org/index.php/2019/12/31/the-rnha-endorses-tony-gonzales-for-congressman-of-texas23rd-congressional-district/
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September 2019: Former Congressman Pete Sessions Endorsed Gonzales, Calling Him A “Young, Hispanic, 

Veteran.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 9/17/19] 

 

 
 [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 9/17/19] 

 

May 2017: Sessions Voted To Repeal The Affordable Care Act 

  

Sessions Voted For The American Health Care Act – The Republican Health Care Repeal Bill. In May 2017, 

Sessions voted for “Passage of the bill that would make extensive changes to the 2010 health care overhaul law, by 

effectively repealing the individual and employer mandates as well as most of the taxes that finance the current 

system. It would, in 2020, convert Medicaid into a capped entitlement that would provide fixed federal payments to 

states and end additional federal funding for the 2010 law's joint federal-state Medicaid expansion. It would 

prohibit federal funding to any entity, such as Planned Parenthood, that performs abortions and receives more than 

$350 million a year in Medicaid funds. As amended, it would give states the option of receiving federal Medicaid 

funding as a block grant with greater state flexibility in how the funds are used, and would require states to 

establish their own essential health benefits standards. It would allow states to receive waivers to exempt insurers 

from having to provide certain minimum benefits, would provide $8 billion over five years for individuals with pre-

existing conditions whose insurance premiums increased because the state was granted a waiver to raise premiums 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2390205697764643/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCy-8vL2gejZYnWVP8tIxo2kbWsfCAlSV0SMHvF1QLrqISFpXzEnOm_8m2qXMlMbT5Gi_TI4J72SCFIhJP8ib-AEB7btkHTOZM-PO9-AMDrVQDKVVabLhE6s1Z0PxgQbPTlOXtpM8cgzIJmyBLh5Yz_ck9LMK2YC-i4Nc4d-oFSeGJPM_tZnB0DB4fg1lq20saRNIKfXY-2M0h3vwQebyyT8mJx4aQbXn91ezroJ6M2Au-wkSthfSlpGn1cqi3_U5fgfVcWdL4-xjaLfl9e6Q1d21LwrecJtg2ymliN5MvAZbly3DOZcGSpQODZmfNU3kgOUX4ujPKiQ2gFW0XlUtPF2glN&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2390205697764643/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCy-8vL2gejZYnWVP8tIxo2kbWsfCAlSV0SMHvF1QLrqISFpXzEnOm_8m2qXMlMbT5Gi_TI4J72SCFIhJP8ib-AEB7btkHTOZM-PO9-AMDrVQDKVVabLhE6s1Z0PxgQbPTlOXtpM8cgzIJmyBLh5Yz_ck9LMK2YC-i4Nc4d-oFSeGJPM_tZnB0DB4fg1lq20saRNIKfXY-2M0h3vwQebyyT8mJx4aQbXn91ezroJ6M2Au-wkSthfSlpGn1cqi3_U5fgfVcWdL4-xjaLfl9e6Q1d21LwrecJtg2ymliN5MvAZbly3DOZcGSpQODZmfNU3kgOUX4ujPKiQ2gFW0XlUtPF2glN&__tn__=-R
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based on an individual's health status, and would create a $15 billion federal risk sharing program to cover some of 

the costs of high medical claims.” The bill was passed by a vote of 217-213. [HR 1628, Vote #256, 5/4/17; CQ, 

5/4/17] 

 

2010: Pete Sessions Also Voted Against The Original Passage Of The Affordable Care Act 

 

Sessions Voted Against The Affordable Care Act. In March 2010, Sessions voted against “Spratt, D-S.C., motion 

to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would overhaul the nation’s health insurance system and require 

most individuals to buy health insurance by 2014. It would create a system of national private insurance plans 

supervised by the Office of Personnel Management and create state-run marketplaces for purchasing health 

insurance. Those who do not obtain coverage would be subject to an excise tax. Excluded from the mandate would 

be those exempt from filing income tax and others with a hardship waiver, religious objection or those who cannot 

afford coverage. Employers with more than 50 workers would have to provide coverage or pay a fine if any 

employee gets a subsidized plan on the exchange. Certain small businesses would get tax credits for providing 

coverage, and those with low incomes, excluding illegal immigrants, could get subsidies.” The motion was agreed 

to, thus clearing the bill for the president, by a vote of 219-212. [HR 3590, Vote #165, 3/21/10; CQ, 3/21/10] 

 

Texas Latino Conservatives PAC 

 

July 2019: Gonzales Spoke At An Event Hosted By The Texas Latino Conservatives PAC. “Last week, we 

hosted our first Plática and Politics event in San Antonio and one thing is certain: the excitement is real in old San 

Antone! Thank you so much to everyone in attendance and a special thank you to our speakers John Lujan III, 

Michael Berlanga, and Tony Gonzales!” [Texas Latino Conservatives PAC on Twitter, 7/21/19] 

 

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2017/roll256.xml
http://cq.com/vote/2017/h/256
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2010/roll165.xml
https://twitter.com/tlcgop/status/1152807671789182976
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[Texas Latino Conservatives PAC on Twitter, 7/21/19] 

 

San Antonio Police Officers Association PAC (SAPOA PAC) 

 

December 2019: SAPOA PAC Endorsed Tony Gonzales For The TX-23 Republican Primary. “SAPOA is 

proud to announce our 2020 Primary Endorsements for County, State, and Federal Offices. These candidates 

respect and support San Antonio Police Officers and will work to ensure that they have the benefits and resources 

they need to keep us safe. SAPOA encourages everyone to register and then vote in the March 3, 2020 Primary 

Election. Congressional District 23 – Tony Gonzalez.” [San Antonio Police Officers Association, accessed 1/3/20] 

 

https://twitter.com/tlcgop/status/1152807671789182976
https://sapoa.org/about/political-action/?fbclid=IwAR1hu7wsjRhmVOZv1ZoMdlYGbijoH-TtgNbP_LS2zajdGbCct45k4OOLVVA
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[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/18/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/21/19] 

 

Stephen Willeford 

 

January 2020: Gonzales Was Endorsed By Stephen Willeford. “‘I am proud to endorse Navy veteran Tony 

Gonzales for Congress in District 23. Tony shares my values and he will represent us well. I am pleased to support 

him.’ — Stephen Willeford” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/20/20] 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2588623661256178?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCdsJx13nSiOFmddx_YFO8O1y5FU6ql_2ktKa9Bhp_L62RfpDbkROmydw2nujyyQFY17SOjib4t0m3VXLAZCPTia3qVhnVeKxV0JqDP54rxg1Mw48D-EwCu-yGgdShXfwINGJwZq0LLtTUAwLNwOYkHcHp3Cd0D9YQFshRP42U2mHKwqLl3B1oUn_RdzmqsKuKXAstgSt6_FZjcVAvtmp6eCPc0DGZ8HuXSN-vOzkvVNnboI6m3mLhZG5wGpsTFUPlR9aiEP-_c_P3FAXzbjpaF3XZAhanSUqqGRmA-lCG1qL_wc2bwm8Z-6pFnvLghVT1whxZBe6mf38xN8oyTFgMpE2zM&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2526992764085935
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2660229437428933/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAPpccrUnQxLhxTrrrSmjzrP_DLWKWVjMwJSFd6znmrGV2YQcktDOIWTAkx_aVI1OAgfHrE53RBRKORiOgP5PfcCH6l4tSQs5-eH2gDfklTjFGNRYxHV_qngcxK91R5EZClgOdeehHLAtOpvrxpy2WEWz3r-skLgP2XZraWfLLXwsDfIMWAJcwVq1T7LZ7R3Jj7LJI7qw0Q_SvWolKHgYASATyxPelP3COkCgJaV3G_SBFS_BVIC8D7T2XArfyHnh627Ek3u8BVCJpyGXy_Zxmfu2RmwiYF-fVxO02t-beI-ATxkDqOvsTt1mPZUjAgD4OISSwDJU2-ZqUYv0eETcH8xTqa&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/20/20] 

 

Stephen Willeford Intervened In The Sutherland Springs, TX Church Shooting And Was Hailed As The 

“Good Guy With A Gun.” “After the deadliest mass shooting in Texas history last November, Willeford has 

become known as the ‘good guy with a gun’ who confronted the gunman in the Sutherland Springs massacre. 

[…]  On Nov. 5, Devin Patrick Kelley walked into the Sunday service at the First Baptist Church of Sutherland 

Springs and opened fire, killing 26 congregants and wounding 20 others with a semi-automatic, military style 

rifle. Willeford’s daughter, Stephanie, told him she heard gunfire. He went to his gun locker and came sprinting 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2660229437428933/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAPpccrUnQxLhxTrrrSmjzrP_DLWKWVjMwJSFd6znmrGV2YQcktDOIWTAkx_aVI1OAgfHrE53RBRKORiOgP5PfcCH6l4tSQs5-eH2gDfklTjFGNRYxHV_qngcxK91R5EZClgOdeehHLAtOpvrxpy2WEWz3r-skLgP2XZraWfLLXwsDfIMWAJcwVq1T7LZ7R3Jj7LJI7qw0Q_SvWolKHgYASATyxPelP3COkCgJaV3G_SBFS_BVIC8D7T2XArfyHnh627Ek3u8BVCJpyGXy_Zxmfu2RmwiYF-fVxO02t-beI-ATxkDqOvsTt1mPZUjAgD4OISSwDJU2-ZqUYv0eETcH8xTqa&__tn__=-R
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from his nearby house, shoeless and armed with an AR-15. Willeford, a National Rifle Association-certified 

instructor, had a brief shootout with Kelley just outside the church, wounding Kelley before he hopped in his 

SUV and drove off. Willeford flagged down Johnnie Langendorff, a stranger to him, and together they chased 

down the 26-year-old until he drove off the road. Kelley shot and killed himself with a handgun. [Houston 

Chronicle, 6/15/18] 

 

Young Republicans Of Bexar County 

 

October 2019: The Young Republicans Of Bexar County Endorsed Gonzales. “The 2020 election will be won 

or lost by those in the trenches. I’m proud to be supported by this great group of young conservatives. #YRBC 

#TX23.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/30/19] 

 

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Portrayed-as-a-hero-in-Sutherland-Springs-12999259.php
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2478412975610581?__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/30/19] 

 

 

 

Photo Ops 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2478412975610581?__tn__=-R


  
 

Tony Gonzales (TX-23)  Research Book |  105  

El Paso Mayor Dee Margo 

 

November 2019: Gonzales Met With El Paso Mayor Dee Margo 

 

November 2019: Gonzales Met With El Paso Mayor Dee Margo. [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

11/15/19] 

 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/15/19] 

 

Donald Trump And Mayor Margo Had A History Of Conflict 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2512691678849377?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcDYXBLouESiGYqP4IaAf9CxoHpMm2VRVuWIMMljg80t3nOKixqj0b9mdezGq2emD1qYQDJaN3F6sMFPtaAH5ysZTGYX4XKE32iIzc7R7jFn-4DDbAyN76BXt_aCqbZRMcypymtT2bUqOKbzJAzKOEE3icEe_LKVrSy6RTEBdqxxSeEMeBLWc7ou9Cfvy5-qylpHRpD3V4ENTButyxVFr14-uGGl3vWT_CH9Dq93jbfhzIgX-wK4aKeO69N8hSd7ZjNyEoD6W4xeEZR2s2VcQfDFYE747avj0tgbACfB_MlYGHM_VUGbw3Scld65v6Byoox6k4cbhOOFeIvGSP_oqOSpYD&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2512691678849377?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcDYXBLouESiGYqP4IaAf9CxoHpMm2VRVuWIMMljg80t3nOKixqj0b9mdezGq2emD1qYQDJaN3F6sMFPtaAH5ysZTGYX4XKE32iIzc7R7jFn-4DDbAyN76BXt_aCqbZRMcypymtT2bUqOKbzJAzKOEE3icEe_LKVrSy6RTEBdqxxSeEMeBLWc7ou9Cfvy5-qylpHRpD3V4ENTButyxVFr14-uGGl3vWT_CH9Dq93jbfhzIgX-wK4aKeO69N8hSd7ZjNyEoD6W4xeEZR2s2VcQfDFYE747avj0tgbACfB_MlYGHM_VUGbw3Scld65v6Byoox6k4cbhOOFeIvGSP_oqOSpYD&__tn__=-R
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Margo Accused Donald Trump Of Spreading Misinformation. “The mayor of the grieving city of El Paso told 

President Donald Trump in a private meeting that he’s presenting ‘misinformation’ about crime in his city, and 

pushed back when the president used a derogatory term to suggest he wasn’t a real Republican. [Frontline, 8/14/19] 

 

In Response, Trump Called Margo A RINO. “‘He said, ‘You’re a RINO [Republican in name only],’ and I 

said, ‘No, sir. I am not a RINO,’” Mayor Dee Margo told FRONTLINE.  “I said … ‘I simply corrected the 

misinformation you were given by [the Texas] attorney general, and that’s all I did.’” [Frontline, 8/14/19] 

 

Margo Called The Portion Of The Border Barrier Erected Near El Paso A “Fence.” “The dispute between 

Margo and Trump goes back to February’s State of the Union address. In it, the president said that El Paso ‘used to 

have extremely high rates of violent crime,’ until a section of the barrier wall was completed a decade ago. Shortly 

after those comments Margo began publicly clarifying that violent crime in the city had been largely unaffected by 

what he calls ‘a fence.’ [Frontline, 8/14/19] 

 

Trump Said That Margo Was “Full Of Crap.” “In the FRONTLINE interview, Smith reminded Margo that the 

president had said he was “full of crap” about the impact of the barrier. The mayor replied, ‘I would hope he 

wouldn’t say that now, given our conversation.’” [Frontline, 8/14/19] 

 

Democrats 
 

Gina Ortiz Jones 

 

Gonzales Called Gina Ortiz Jones A “Lapdog” For Nancy Pelosi And Said That She Lived In Washington, 

DC 

 

Gonzales Called Gina Ortiz Jones A “Lapdog” For Nancy Pelosi And Said That She Lived In Washington, 

DC. “GONZALES: ‘I want to talk a little bit about the race a little bit, you know Gina Jones is a lapdog for Nancy 

Pelosi.’ Q: ‘So, she’s branded as Gina Ortiz Jones’ GONZALES: ‘Right.’ Q: ‘And she is, I guess, based out of San 

Antonio.” GONZALES: ‘Yes.” Q: ‘But she lives in DC.’ GONZALES: ‘She lives in DC, just ask her.’” [San 

Angelo Live, 2/5/05] 

 

Gonzales’s Campaign Posted Images That Associated Ortiz Jones With What It Called “Radical Far-Left 

Liberals” And Prominent Democrats 

 

Gonzales Called On His Supporters To “End The Socialist Agenda” With An Image Of Ortiz Jones, Nancy 

Pelosi, Elizabeth Warren And Bernie Sanders. “Radical far-left liberals in Congress are attacking our 

conservative values and threatening our constitutional rights. Enough is enough! We CANNOT stand for socialism, 

open borders and higher taxes. The safety of our families and the future of #TX23 is on the line. Help send a clear 

message to Washington — socialist policies have NO place in Texas! LIKE, SHARE and DONATE today if you’re 

ready to join the fight! #TeamTony >> https://secure.anedot.com/tony-gonzales-for-congress/donate.” [Tony 

Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/29/19] 

 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-private-meeting-trump-calls-el-paso-mayor-a-rino/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-private-meeting-trump-calls-el-paso-mayor-a-rino/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-private-meeting-trump-calls-el-paso-mayor-a-rino/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-private-meeting-trump-calls-el-paso-mayor-a-rino/
https://secure.anedot.com/tony-gonzales-for-congress/donate
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2469979363120609
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/29/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2469979363120609
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/12/19] 

 

Gonzales Directly Tied Ortiz Jones To Nancy Pelosi And Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez And Claimed That Ortiz 

Jones Supported Impeachment 

 

Gonzales Accused Ortiz Jones Of Supporting A “President-Impeaching Agenda.” “Socialist Democrats in 

Washington will do whatever it takes to win so they can continue to push their president-impeaching agenda. Help 

us fight back by making a donation before our October deadline at midnight! #TX23 #TeamTony          

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2506467009471844/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAV9am5GQAXn5EZeiYqou3GZslgiGsn4T9k_jqByUJjW2Qa-KodxtOT76Vcrf5yXF0NOS5lNX_Y7TbAfwZLzxrvGT56cLkGCSbuJN3TrID8v6B0VxyUIa6qSumpch_ENBHRVg9Gvvkvl4W9BcIs1Uflmn2cmXxw5ZnCoxHnch1c5wp3dTQ6Z3nSB6h-kvn0Twt3wyGo77qQTEnByGyDaffYco19GUJmcmBX314PLgqf0wQX9jhGjCU_WnL1l7d7MDLcmTv1wlJTshdNMY9NC_cRsBkiudP_GCEzk2Ks_VYu9iF8RoulRgRCMp173hXvLe7onuWd0cy8-c4WQzXiNpTZCTEe&__tn__=-R
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https://secure.anedot.com/tony-gonzales-for-congress/dont-be-tricked.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

10/31/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/16/19] 

 

Gonzales Again Attempted To Tie Ortiz Jones With Pelosi And Pledged To Keep Socialism “Six Feet Under” 

 

Gonzales Associated Ortiz Jones With Nancy Pelosi And Marxism, Which He Pledged To Return “To The 

Grave.” We thought the Cold War was over and Marxism was in its grave… BUT THEY’RE ALIVE!!!! Help me 

keep socialism 6 feet under this Halloween by joining my campaign. #TeamTony #TX23 #HappyHalloween 

                .”  

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2480598792058666
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2584958581622686
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/31/19] 

 

Nancy Pelosi 

 

February 2020: Gonzales Called Speaker Pelosi Ripping Up Trump’s State Of The Union Speech 

“Unbelievable” 

  

February 2020: Gonzales Called Speaker Pelosi Ripping Up Trump’s State Of The Union Speech 

“Unbelievable.” Q: ‘This is the day after the State of the Union address and up there on the dais we saw Nancy 

Pelosi rip President Trump’s speech.’ GONZALES: ‘Unbelievable…unbelievable.’” [San Angelo Live, 2/5/20] 

 

Gonzales Said That It Was “Really Scary” That Speaker Pelosi Was “A Moderate Person In The Party.” “Q: 

‘So, can we even get along with Democrats anymore? GONZALES: ‘It’s getting tough. I look at Nancy Pelosi and 

what’s really scary is this is the moderate person in the party now. When you’re talking about that I mean, this party 

is taking a wide left turn. I often say this, this isn’t my grandfather’s Democratic Party. This is a socialist movement 

that’s very real.’” [San Angelo Live, 2/5/20] 

 

Gonzales Attacked What He Described As Nancy Pelosi “And Her Socialist Cronies” 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2479900962128449
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December 2019: Gonzales Attacked Speaker Pelosi’s So-Called “Socialist Cronies.” “My entire life has been 

committed to public service. I CANNOT sit by and watch as Nancy Pelosi and her socialist cronies in Washington 

destroy the country we all know and love. It’s time to put people BEFORE politics. As your next Congressman, 

you can count on me to be a strong voice for our shared values of faith, family, community, and country. We must 

act NOW to defend the American Dream and our conservative values from crumbling under extremist policies. 

Together, we can keep #TX23 RED! Are you with me? LIKE and SHARE. #TeamTony      

    TonyGonzalesForCongress.com.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/12/19] 

 

Gonzales Attacked Impeachment Proceedings As The Work Of Nancy Pelosi And Her “Socialist Cronies.” 

“House Democrats continue to abuse their power to further advance their political agenda, attacking our president 

and pushing for his impeachment. Tell Nancy Pelosi and her socialist cronies to END their ridiculous witch hunt 

and let American voters decide! LIKE, SHARE and JOIN #TeamTony today if you're with me. #TX23.” [Tony 

Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/14/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/14/19] 

 

Adam Schiff 

 

October 2019: Gonzales Called On Adam Schiff To Be Removed As Chairman Of The House Intelligence 

Committee, Agreeing With The Position Of Minority Leader McCarthy. “I agree with Leader McCarthy — 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2570861589699052/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAzHEjCtwbDAA3QnSDOdhdg8ZxnAplms2Yils_CoaafSC8d8jiZHn8LBUvgXmUanAx1jbWWbGoKwJKjwt3lbmgNH9IcFSn1nqoX_UsLOjpSABP0P___gj8OOwFwLmdmuKGm8qJT47FE-k3qtj5K-cqMUtosHTK1pysDTzyhYv4-Q0h51TWI1zXPLI3-wdT2eda6qm-SIwKPcQ-00Ldbb_uv33Us4TJWKeLvW9VW-2T6oTh9BOVfvkkWZ8XnlLzq_bLh22Lv5l0uTQI1xnxHKhVFJy4kQ5GE8yqWAN2edZZwb71XtuXrgKw15fzr2gheVWaGJ7MH7fvsDi_Zf8V3KwoDQDtA&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2584958581622686
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2584958581622686
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Congressman Schiff should be REMOVED as Chairman of the Intelligence Committee. He has repeatedly proven 

himself to be dishonest in his obsessive pursuit of President Trump. As a veteran, I know it is unacceptable for 

someone in an important national security position to breach the public trust, especially for partisan purposes.” 

[Tony Gonzales for Congress, 10/3/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress, 10/3/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2422227204562492/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCV4FA5bXQe6Qd_fAOoxcFt8xROzNlb21hOGyZbvrHluxUWyMNK1NtDg4gkrADxanl5PhJHTR1wm1INA_WjK-SP3Wx36shdyJQETKV_mhfQ6IiJlAHgmLPF0Wzs203v2i9AHpkqLWykU0Ckf6gm6Q1FpRfU6PJ6YR95Mp2StSwCmrg_jz1ZTMZRlouy6B38hvHDNQbJOxSEvnyzFQbjNjetYfIB5rphl6rSn6evm7E1ca5UHHHfcxP_c9Tc7gKF7WVaAvJbPiFTqj0ZH4rd-V72DheZxirg-vsKzZzRNwL6lVE4MGijxRYLhtAebEp4mHNYd35Qy7mStpOj6P26J6y4K8GD&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2422227204562492/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCV4FA5bXQe6Qd_fAOoxcFt8xROzNlb21hOGyZbvrHluxUWyMNK1NtDg4gkrADxanl5PhJHTR1wm1INA_WjK-SP3Wx36shdyJQETKV_mhfQ6IiJlAHgmLPF0Wzs203v2i9AHpkqLWykU0Ckf6gm6Q1FpRfU6PJ6YR95Mp2StSwCmrg_jz1ZTMZRlouy6B38hvHDNQbJOxSEvnyzFQbjNjetYfIB5rphl6rSn6evm7E1ca5UHHHfcxP_c9Tc7gKF7WVaAvJbPiFTqj0ZH4rd-V72DheZxirg-vsKzZzRNwL6lVE4MGijxRYLhtAebEp4mHNYd35Qy7mStpOj6P26J6y4K8GD&__tn__=-R
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December 2019: Gonzales Attacked Adam Schiff As Orchestrating A Witch Hunt Against Trump. “Adam 

Schiff has blatantly orchestrated a witch hunt against President Trump. Don’t the judiciary committee, Congress 

and the American people deserve to hear how he obtained this information and the extent of how he and his staff 

have helped drive this complete WASTE of taxpayer dollars? Schiff should testify! LIKE and SHARE if you agree. 

#TX23.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/10/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/10/19] 

 

 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

 

2019: Gonzales Said That The Election Of Alexandria Ocasio Cortez Was A Result Of A Desire For “Fresh 

Ideas” 

 

2019: Gonzales Said That The Election Of Alexandria Ocasio Cortez Was A Result Of A Desire For “Fresh 

Ideas.” “‘It's not a good time to be a 40-year veteran of politics,’ Gonzales said, in an obvious reference to Doggett. 

‘You're seeing it across the country, with (New York Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez) and all these new 

faces. ‘I think there's a real hunger for fresh ideas, new energy and different people.’” [San Antonio Express News, 

7/31/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2570744669710744
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2570744669710744
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/San-Antonio-Navy-vet-sets-his-sights-on-14268343.php
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[San Antonio Express News, 7/31/19] 

 

Gonzales Attacked Ocasio-Cortez, Despite Little Connection To TX-23 

 

January 2020: Gonzales Asked His Supporters To Help Send A Message To “Radical Socialist Democrats” 

Including Ocasio-Cortez . “I have committed my entire life to public service and defending the American Dream 

— I refuse to sit and watch as radical socialist policies threaten our way of life. Help me send a clear message to 

socialist Democrats in Washington: we will NOT stand for socialism in America! If you're ready to fight back, 

LIKE, SHARE and JOIN #TeamTony today! #TX23.”  [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/9/20] 

https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/San-Antonio-Navy-vet-sets-his-sights-on-14268343.php
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2630479937070550
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/9/20] 

 

Gonzales Claimed That Gina Ortiz Jones Wanted To Specifically Help Ocasio-Cortez And Nancy Pelosi 

Attack Trump 

 

Gonzales Claimed That Gina Ortiz Jones Wanted To Specifically Help Ocasio-Cortez And Nancy Pelosi 

Attack Trump. “Another week has gone by as Nancy Pelosi and House Democrats continue to obsess over 

impeaching the President, while completely IGNORING important issues like trade deals, military policy, and 

border security funding. Gina Ortiz Jones wants to go to Washington to HELP Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Pelosi 

attack President Trump. I am running for Congress to attack the problems YOU and your family care about most. 

I'll always put Texas FIRST.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/6/19] 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2630479937070550
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2554842684634276/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARApl_z4rhCF3YlUDuGw10Y4uPtjecSI38SVFaZD3teXQwT9Mxz22Wdg1bJQgjJzmI0aP8ymxeFYR8rlr-JG2VCdMNH_LIW6DnUcwowIUuxVXsa8VBpX8sz57TpUGSKmnAVJJ8a9sq4tUV2FxSSi_OQtN71FFTaMXDIgANSc9y3alshJi7tKIAICi9SUQk-zPviMaaG0vHvpoS8yYH7WGx7p6rUGKELNVmW0W9km8-Z_Ho2IxqLgty-gO1rAefyRNuJqkSCuoP9nlhTsjKDMBM9K70ZePhAy32GaGfYv8UdPXglxOZnQLnWoEmGHGLK0ByhT3zAQLC59MsVMNF_uSiztlAvv&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/6/19] 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2554842684634276/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARApl_z4rhCF3YlUDuGw10Y4uPtjecSI38SVFaZD3teXQwT9Mxz22Wdg1bJQgjJzmI0aP8ymxeFYR8rlr-JG2VCdMNH_LIW6DnUcwowIUuxVXsa8VBpX8sz57TpUGSKmnAVJJ8a9sq4tUV2FxSSi_OQtN71FFTaMXDIgANSc9y3alshJi7tKIAICi9SUQk-zPviMaaG0vHvpoS8yYH7WGx7p6rUGKELNVmW0W9km8-Z_Ho2IxqLgty-gO1rAefyRNuJqkSCuoP9nlhTsjKDMBM9K70ZePhAy32GaGfYv8UdPXglxOZnQLnWoEmGHGLK0ByhT3zAQLC59MsVMNF_uSiztlAvv&__tn__=-R
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Donald Trump 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ After months of seeking Trump’s endorsement, Trump endorsed Gonzales in the GOP primary. 

 

✓ In a robo-call supporting Gonzales, Trump said: “He’s working for me.” 

 

✓ Gonzales stated that he would support Trump “when he’s right”. 

 

✓ In September 2019, Gonzales stated that he had not yet formed an opinion on impeachment proceedings. 

By December 2019, Gonzales had adopted Republican talking points and became a fierce critic of 

impeachment. 

 

 

Trump Endorsed Gonzales In The GOP Primary 
 

President Trump Endorsed Gonzales Leading Up To The GOP Primary Runoff 

 

July 2020: Trump Endorsed Tony Gonzales. “Tony Gonzales (@TonyGonzales4TX) will be a GREAT 

Congressman for Texas! A Navy veteran, he is Strong on the Economy, Life and the Second Amendment. We need 

him to defeat the Radical Left in November. Tony has my Complete and Total Endorsement! #TX23” [Donald J. 

Trump via Twitter, 7/3/20] 

 

 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1279161075926274048
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[Donald J. Trump via Twitter, 7/3/20] 

 

Gonzales Released A Trump Robo-Call Where The President Says Gonzales Is “Working For Me” 

 

Trump Recorded A Robo-Call Supporting Gonzales, Saying: “Tony Will Work For You In Congress, And 

By Working For You, He’s Working For Me.” In a robo-call supporting Tony Gonzales, Donald Trump said: 

“Tony will work for you in Congress, and by working for you, he’s working for me.” [Tony Gonzales via Twitter, 

7/13/20]  

 

Gonzales Was On The Record As Seeking Trump’s Endorsement 
 

Gonzales Said That He Would Support Trump “When He’s Right” 

 
August 2019: Gonzales Said That If Elected He Would Support Trump “When He’s Right.” “I’ve spent my 

entire career in the Navy. I’m a blue collar guy, I’m focused on getting the job done and I won’t back down from 

fighting for what I believe in. It’s my job, once elected to Congress, to support the President when he’s right and to 

provide counsel when we view certain issues differently. As your Congressman, you can count on me to stand with 

President Trump and be a strong voice for #TX23. Are you with me? LIKE, SHARE and join #TeamTony today!” 

[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/27/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/27/19] 

 

January 2020: Gonzales Said He Was Seeking Trump’s Endorsement 

 

January 2020: Gonzales Stated That He Was “Working To The Point” Of Getting Trump’s Endorsement.  

“‘Look, I’m working to a point where I get President Trump’s endorsement,’ Gonzales said, according to audio 

obtained by The Texas Tribune.’ What is that gonna do for me?’” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/20] 

 

Gonzales Said That He Was On A Call With Trump Where He Discussed Retaking The House Majority.  

“Gonzales said he was ‘on a call with Trump’ about six weeks before in which the president said the ‘best way 

to help me is to win back the majority.’” [Texas Tribune, 1/9/20] 

 

Gonzales Quickly Adopted Republican Talking Points on Impeachment, Despite His 

Interest In “The Rule Of Law” 

 

December 2016: Gonzales Talked About His Fascination With “The Rule Of Law” 

 

Gonzales Recalled His Fascination With Politics And “The Rule Of Law” Growing Up. “‘As an adolescent, I 

was always fascinated with the rule of law,’ said Gonzales. ‘I remember getting excited watching C-SPAN as a kid, 

so having the opportunity to have a direct impact on U.S. legislation is very exciting.’” [United States Navy, 

12/12/16] 

 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1279161075926274048
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1282772295669383168
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/videos/1437423316397853/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCKYDtNkQc8P4RpWoCr_sjOeCtMeVFW1jM9Yj8mQ2tX0scfhYTu2t5imUf72b4keZpZ1DWusiBegiUOJLoFmmuWLtjxIXxJg-4VerQ3ab1NzZ6h9EBYpzUkXhhsHJ_72BrzDieRygcdqivl8G2NI9qMeSe9dXGIJe0_jcYvWjTXjShrdV6_kdxO2X0Xra4bf4BQYCrN0yw25_BSTMeICHcgC6fo-9uW1167Aw2yJbrCKKRK-utvuv0mHgOrzW_sNO9ppq2p8p_wcf-_4GdlwaQRBj-khrKY1ufe2vKPbc1jayAyaP2Jmbw9nLqztkY_toWByvGfBAG6MDyTZcYRcupxWrAbrCqKZXWRiIgv&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/videos/1437423316397853/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCKYDtNkQc8P4RpWoCr_sjOeCtMeVFW1jM9Yj8mQ2tX0scfhYTu2t5imUf72b4keZpZ1DWusiBegiUOJLoFmmuWLtjxIXxJg-4VerQ3ab1NzZ6h9EBYpzUkXhhsHJ_72BrzDieRygcdqivl8G2NI9qMeSe9dXGIJe0_jcYvWjTXjShrdV6_kdxO2X0Xra4bf4BQYCrN0yw25_BSTMeICHcgC6fo-9uW1167Aw2yJbrCKKRK-utvuv0mHgOrzW_sNO9ppq2p8p_wcf-_4GdlwaQRBj-khrKY1ufe2vKPbc1jayAyaP2Jmbw9nLqztkY_toWByvGfBAG6MDyTZcYRcupxWrAbrCqKZXWRiIgv&__tn__=-R
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/01/09/tx-23-primary-will-hurd-casts-shadow/


  
 

Tony Gonzales (TX-23)  Research Book |  119  

September 2019: Gonzales Had Not Yet Formed An Opinion On Impeachment 

 
September 2019: Gonzales Had Not Yet Formed Opinion On Impeachment. “‘I haven't fully developed a 

position one way or the other,’ Gonzales said of the looming impeachment proceedings. ‘But I will tell you that 

there's a lot of political rhetoric up here, and on the surface, it just feels that this is the Democrats' next target of 

opportunity.’” [San Antonio Express News, 9/27/19] 

 

December 2019: Gonzales Attacked Impeachment Proceedings And Characterized It As A “Hoax” 

 

December 2019: Gonzales Opposed Impeachment And Called The Process “Taking The Power To Choose 

Our Leaders Away From American Voters.” “Nancy Pelosi and House Democrats have finally done it — they 

have voted to impeach President Trump, taking the power to choose our leaders away from American voters. 

Rather than focusing on issues that matter to our country, they’ve wasted our time and our tax dollars. Enough is 

enough! If you’re ready to take back Republican control of the House in 2020, JOIN #TeamTony and DONATE 

today! #TX23 https://secure.winred.com/tony-gonzales/contribute.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 

12/18/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 12/18/19] 

 

https://secure.winred.com/tony-gonzales/contribute
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2589576807827530
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2589576807827530
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Gonzales Attacked Impeachment Proceedings As A “Hoax” And Implied That Gina Ortiz Jones Would Vote 

In Favor Of Impeachment. “The impeachment hoax continues this week... No crime, no victim, no fact witnesses, 

and Ukraine claims they weren’t pressured — yet the totally partisan impeachment moves forward. How would 

Gina Ortiz Jones vote?            LIKE and SHARE if you're ready to END the impeachment hoax and focus on the 

issues that really matter! #TX23 #TeamTony.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/16/19] 

 

Gonzales Attacked Impeachment Proceedings As The Work Of Nancy Pelosi And Her “Socialist Cronies.” 

“House Democrats continue to abuse their power to further advance their political agenda, attacking our president 

and pushing for his impeachment. Tell Nancy Pelosi and her socialist cronies to END their ridiculous witch hunt 

and let American voters decide! LIKE, SHARE and JOIN #TeamTony today if you're with me. #TX23.” [Tony 

Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/14/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/14/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2584958581622686
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2584958581622686
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2584958581622686
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[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/16/19] 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2584958581622686
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Issues  
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Abortion & Women’s Health Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales described himself as “100% pro-life.” 

 

✓ Gonzales called Roe v. Wade a “flawed decision” that resulted in the death of “60 million innocent 

babies.” 

 

✓ Gonzales stated that be believed life begins at conception. 

 

   

Abortion 

 

Gonzales Described Himself As “100% Pro-Life” 

 

December 2019: Gonzales Described Himself As “100% Pro-Life.” “I’m proud to be 100% pro-life and believe 

that ALL life is sacred, starting at conception. Human rights are fundamental to the core of American principles and 

our laws MUST protect its citizens as such. In Congress, I’ll support the nuclear family and be an advocate for life 

and make sure those who cannot yet speak for themselves have a strong voice. LIKE and SHARE if you’re with 

me. #TeamTony #TX23.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/9/19] 

 

Gonzales Stated That He Believed Life Began At Conception. “I believe ALL life is sacred — and life begins at 

conception. As Americans, we have a duty to defend fundamental human rights. As your Congressman, I’ll support 

the nuclear family and be an unwavering voice for those who cannot yet speak for themselves. #TeamTony 

#TX23.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 1/8/20] 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2536168066501738/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBkgiQvFfYA-ooAI36fmJIPPeIeGwuj2onA20AMF3K9xXu8MXCLRQ13LCXKEeFPNqoJ3Xt_pQ2TSviWm0zERZNSKdw01UeKKMFmyxy7ebEfjUHEwEwq9fwHr0vcaFGvouSF4tlipm4XxLmQd9B4D-pwTy3-vy_ncowaZkrGtTUahuRuUeuScNRQz2Znoa1DtE-aJFNON2rHDeEhVWlDTE4Kxp504q38vMyaDBN61fndJnWlmEG0fmhFN0cqFqWCju2eCibNTwwPRZ1OxLYq-DhjU6b22yq5vJzHlc9zIHsC97nobdwSsDgzONUwht3p0AirrsIyTBysSqjqyjh3KWi1kyxT&__tn__=-R
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1214954969121603595?s=20
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Twitter, 1/8/20] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/9/19] 

 

Gonzales Criticized Roe v. Wade As A “Flawed Decision” That Resulted In The “Death Of 60 

Million Innocent Babies” 

 

Gonzales Criticized Roe v. Wade As A “Flawed Decision” That Resulted In The “Death Of 60 Million 

Innocent Babies.” “For over 45 years, the Supreme Court’s flawed decision in Roe v. Wade has resulted in the 

death of over 60 million innocent babies. Tony strongly supports the nuclear family and prays for the day when 

unborn babies are protected.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress, accessed 1/21/20] 
 

Planned Parenthood 

 

November 2019: Gonzales Attended An Event At A Church Whose Pastor Supported Defunding 

Planned Parenthood 

 

November 2019: Gonzales Attended A Christians United For Israel (CUFI) Event At Prevailing Word 

Church in Lytle, TX 

 

November 2019: Gonzales Attended A Christians United For Israel Event In Medina County, TX. “I stand 

with Israel! Electric Christians United For Israel (CUFI) event in #MedinaCounty. #TX23 🇺🇸 🇮🇱.” [Tony Gonzales 

for Congress on Facebook, 11/10/19] 

https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1214954969121603595?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2536168066501738/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBkgiQvFfYA-ooAI36fmJIPPeIeGwuj2onA20AMF3K9xXu8MXCLRQ13LCXKEeFPNqoJ3Xt_pQ2TSviWm0zERZNSKdw01UeKKMFmyxy7ebEfjUHEwEwq9fwHr0vcaFGvouSF4tlipm4XxLmQd9B4D-pwTy3-vy_ncowaZkrGtTUahuRuUeuScNRQz2Znoa1DtE-aJFNON2rHDeEhVWlDTE4Kxp504q38vMyaDBN61fndJnWlmEG0fmhFN0cqFqWCju2eCibNTwwPRZ1OxLYq-DhjU6b22yq5vJzHlc9zIHsC97nobdwSsDgzONUwht3p0AirrsIyTBysSqjqyjh3KWi1kyxT&__tn__=-R
https://tonygonzalesforcongress.com/issues/
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2652750171510193/?type=3
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/10/19] 

 

Prevailing Word Church’s Senior Pastor, Dan Ytuarte Supported Defunding Planned Parenthood 

 

Dan Ytuarte Was The Senior Pastor Of Prevailing Word Church. [Prevailing Word Church, accessed 1/21/20] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2652750171510193/?type=3
https://www.prevailingword.org/about-2/
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[Prevailing Word Church, accessed 1/21/20] 

 

2015: Ytuarte Supported Defunding Planned Parenthood. [David Ytuarte on Twitter, 9/22/15; David Ytuarte on 

Twitter, 12/2/15] 

 

 
[David Ytuarte on Twitter, 9/22/15; David Ytuarte on Twitter, 12/2/15] 

  

https://www.prevailingword.org/about-2/
https://twitter.com/Dawitterman/status/646426716655632384?s=20
https://twitter.com/Dawitterman/status/672081315324391425?s=20
https://twitter.com/Dawitterman/status/646426716655632384?s=20
https://twitter.com/Dawitterman/status/672081315324391425?s=20
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Budget Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales supported radical federal budget cut initiative known as the “Penny Plan,” which would make 

huge and haphazard cuts to essential federal spending. 

 

 

Federal Budget 

 

Gonzales A Radical Budget Cut Initiative Known As The “Penny Plan” Which Promised To Make 

Drastic Cuts To Critical Federal Spending 

 

Gonzales Supported The Penny Plan. “I would support the Penny Plan, which requires a 1% across the board cut 

every year until the budget is balanced. I would also support a balanced budget amendment and a ‘no budget, no 

pay’ legislation for members of Congress.” [iVoterGuide – Candidate Profile: Tony Gonzales, accessed 8/24/20]  

 

The Penny Plan Would Cut Over $200 Billion Out Of Medicare And Over $1 Trillion Out Of Social 

Security. “The math works like this: For six years, the federal government would reduce spending by 1 percent 

each year. In the seventh year, funding would be capped at 18 percent of gross domestic product, which 

measures the size of the overall economy. By the eighth year, the plan would balance the budget and save $7.5 

trillion over 10 years. If Congress and the president couldn’t reach an agreement about what to cut, the plan 

would trigger automatic across-the-board spending cuts. […] The bottom line, according to the report: Mack’s 

plan would lead to about $2.89 trillion in defense cuts and $2.89 trillion in non-defense programs between 

2013-22. The cuts would include about $211 billion for Medicare and about $1.124 [trillion] for Social 

Security. […] Nelson said during the debate that Connie Mack’s Penny Plan would cut more than $200 billion 

in Medicare, $1 trillion in Social Security and $3 trillion in defense. Nelson relied on a study from the 

nonpartisan Congressional Research Service. It found that Mack’s plan, if implemented across all programs, 

would cut $211 billion in Medicare, $1.124 trillion in Social Security and $2.89 trillion in defense. During the 

debate Nelson didn’t mention the timeframe for those cuts: 2013-2022, as mentioned in the study. […] 

Nelson’s claim requires some explanation about the plan and its timeline, but his numbers are correct. We rate 

this claim Mostly True.” [Politifact, 10/24/12] 

 

The Penny Plan Would Cut Nearly $3 Trillion Out Of Defense Spending. “The math works like this: For 

six years, the federal government would reduce spending by 1 percent each year. In the seventh year, funding 

would be capped at 18 percent of gross domestic product, which measures the size of the overall economy. By 

the eighth year, the plan would balance the budget and save $7.5 trillion over 10 years. If Congress and the 

president couldn’t reach an agreement about what to cut, the plan would trigger automatic across-the-board 

spending cuts. […] The bottom line, according to the report: Mack’s plan would lead to about $2.89 trillion in 

defense cuts and $2.89 trillion in non-defense programs between 2013-22. The cuts would include about $211 

billion for Medicare and about $1.124 [trillion] for Social Security. […] Nelson said during the debate that 

Connie Mack’s Penny Plan would cut more than $200 billion in Medicare, $1 trillion in Social Security and $3 

trillion in defense. Nelson relied on a study from the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service. It found that 

Mack’s plan, if implemented across all programs, would cut $211 billion in Medicare, $1.124 trillion in Social 

Security and $2.89 trillion in defense. During the debate Nelson didn’t mention the timeframe for those cuts: 

2013-2022, as mentioned in the study. […] Nelson’s claim requires some explanation about the plan and its 

timeline, but his numbers are correct. We rate this claim Mostly True.” [Politifact, 10/24/12] 

  

https://ivoterguide.com/candidate?elecK=671&raceK=6581&primarypartyk=R&canK=48845
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2012/oct/24/bill-nelson/bill-nelson-says-connie-macks-penny-plan-would-lea/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2012/oct/24/bill-nelson/bill-nelson-says-connie-macks-penny-plan-would-lea/
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Crime & Public Safety Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales supported a bill introduced by Senator Cornyn that would have made an attack on local police 

forces a federal crime. 

 

 

Police 

 

Gonzales Supported Senator Cornyn’s “Back The Blue Bill” Which Would Have Made Attacks On 

Police A Federal Crime 

 

Gonzales Supported A Bill Sponsored By Senator Cornyn That Would “Supports Law Enforcement.” 

“GONZALES: I look at law enforcement, I served in a different uniform. I look at them as a group that keeps them 

safe. We owe them something back to that. The headlines they get are not glamorous. I call it keeping the wolves at 

bay.one of the endorsements I am most proud of is San Antonio police officers organization. It's not only the 

member doing the work, its their families. I don't just like using my words. Cornyn introduced legislation that 

supports law enforcement, and I would support that. I think the Obama Administration was really hurtful in a lot of 

ways in coming against law enforcement. You will get someone that will support law enforcement all the way.’” 

[Pearsall TX Meet and Greet, 12/13/19] 

 

In 2017, Senator Cornyn first introduced the Back the Blue Act, Which Would Have Made Attacks On 

Police Officers A Federal Crime. “Background on the Back the Blue Act: ‘Creates a new federal crime for 

killing, attempting to kill, or conspiring to kill a federal judge, federal law enforcement officer, or federally 

funded public safety officer. The offender would be subject to the death penalty and a mandatory minimum 

sentence of 30 years if death results; the offender would otherwise face a minimum sentence of 10 years.” 

[Senator John Cornyn, 5/16/17] 

 
 

 

 

  

https://www.cornyn.senate.gov/content/news/cornyn-poe-introduce-back-blue-act
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Education Issues  
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales supported school choice. 

 

✓ Gonzales supported increased access to technical and trade schools, as well as updating the trade 

certification progress. 

 

   

School Choice 

 

Gonzales Supported School Choice 

 
December 2019: Gonzales Wrote In Support Of School Choice, Claiming He Would Support “All Forms Of 

Educational Opportunities.” “During my 20 years of military service, my five children attended several different 

types of schools. I’ve seen firsthand how education isn’t one size fits all. Education is the ultimate equalizer and we 

ALL benefit when our children are in an environment where they can thrive. In Congress, I’ll support all forms of 

educational opportunities, including charter schools, public schools, private schools, religious schools, and 

homeschooling — the “choice” should be left up to the parents. Do you agree? LIKE and SHARE. #TeamTony 

#TX23.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/20/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress On Facebook, 12/20/19] 

 

Technical And Trade Schools 
 

Gonzales Supported Improving Access To Trade Schools And Updating The Trade Certification 

Process 

 

Gonzales Supported Expanding Access To Trade And Technical Schools. “I believe the family unit is at the 

heart of American society and must be supported with opportunities — NOT government handouts. Every 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/
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American should have the opportunity to earn a livable wage, and that starts with expanding access to education 

and trade certification. In Congress, I’ll be a strong advocate for adult learners by promoting technical education 

and updating the trade certification process.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/11/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/11/19] 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2570852186366659/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCgHm0c6HLbM4fLuqBQBKp9mB7MrwmFQuebQ1TG5mzltF-V7pebl-Ucyhk9--jKJU5vUwsg3HGnppdF-d6IhGR58NL3Rmf0_dtxnYO7KCw67rWWpZ_JkpWCt-5QnsAISuRzWP3J-16rz4WqMQJIMKBY1E4h7MD8ogvwZLQ518bCuzaGgUL5igmrGliAKqzmei6P_Npu4K5AHNdSelxxydbzoaiTcuO3eTI9h5y2yVwrvTgj9xoZaBQHBUNJsXM_bygZMjqRUCQqZo1b8lbi9XW54PtVWKQbQXKwPNrIGH9ggL1KM7gewYGENMJ6Ivp39cRb2P0LV3_cluOHnMsCba4JwAWM&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2570852186366659/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCgHm0c6HLbM4fLuqBQBKp9mB7MrwmFQuebQ1TG5mzltF-V7pebl-Ucyhk9--jKJU5vUwsg3HGnppdF-d6IhGR58NL3Rmf0_dtxnYO7KCw67rWWpZ_JkpWCt-5QnsAISuRzWP3J-16rz4WqMQJIMKBY1E4h7MD8ogvwZLQ518bCuzaGgUL5igmrGliAKqzmei6P_Npu4K5AHNdSelxxydbzoaiTcuO3eTI9h5y2yVwrvTgj9xoZaBQHBUNJsXM_bygZMjqRUCQqZo1b8lbi9XW54PtVWKQbQXKwPNrIGH9ggL1KM7gewYGENMJ6Ivp39cRb2P0LV3_cluOHnMsCba4JwAWM&__tn__=-R
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Environmental Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales said that he was against “that climate change stuff.” 

 

✓ Gonzales said that Democrats focusing on climate change “scares the heck out of me.” 

 
   

Climate Change 

 

Gonzales Said That Democrats Focusing On Climate Change “Scares The Heck Out Of Me” 

 

Gonzales Said That Democrats Focusing On Climate Change “Scares The Heck Out Of Me.” “Q: ‘When you 

get moved into the climate change debate, how’re you going to walk through that.’ GONZALES: ‘I left DC in 

March of 2018, I am so excited to come home. […] I come home to San Antonio, and I was floored that the local 

leadership was just, it was chaos. Out of all the things that was wrong with that city, The number one issue they 

wanted to tackle was climate change. I’m thinking, man, if you had knocked out the top twenty and you’re trying to 

look at what’s the next thing we should do, maybe you start that conversation. But to go this is the one thing we’re 

going to champion? It’s beyond plausible. That's what we are up against in Congress with the green new deal. This 

is the number one thing the socialist Democrats want to champion. And it scares the heck out of me.’” [Pearsall, TX 

Meet and Greet, 12/13/19] 

 

Gonzales Said That He Was Against “That Climate Change Stuff.” “GONZALES: ‘The Green Day is 

destructive. We are not talking about destroying the wealthy 1%, we are talking about everyday Americans. 

[…] I’m a young Hispanic Republican, a veteran on top of that, you don’t see that.  A lot of times the narrative 

is, minorities and young people are for this climate change stuff. Well, guss what, I’m young, I’m a minority, 

and I am completely against that.’” [Pearsall, TX Meet and Greet, 12/13/19] 
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Foreign Policy Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales praised Donald Trump’s decision to move the US Embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. 

 

✓ Gonzales falsely claimed that the move of the embassy did not provoke unrest. 

 

✓ Gonzales praised Donald Trump’s decision to strike at Iranian Military Leader Qasem Soleimani. 

 

✓ Gonzales praised the strike that killed ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, and credited Trump for his 

role in the strike. 

 

✓ Gonzales visited Israel while working for the Foundation for Defense of Democracies 

 

✓ In 2019, Gonzales attended an AIPAC conference in San Antonio. 

 

✓ In 2019, Gonzales attended a Christians United For Israel (CUFI) event. 

 

   

Israel 

 

Gonzales Praised Trump For The Decision To Move The American Embassy In Israel To 

Jerusalem 

 

Gonzales Praised Trump For What He Claimed Was An Orderly Move Of The Embassy To Jerusalem 

 
Gonzales Praised Trump For The Decision To Move The US Embassy In Israel To Jerusalem. “GONZALES: 

The President has delivered time and time again….that I don’t think anyone else could have delivered on. I’ll give 

you an example. Moving the embassy to Jerusalem. Who could’ve done that?’” [Sam Angelo Live, 2/5/20] 

 

Gonzales Falsely Claimed That The Move Of The Embassy To Jerusalem Did Not Provoke Any Unrest 

 
Gonzales Said That There Was No Unrest In Response To The Move Of The Embassy. “GONZALES: ‘Funny 

enough, I was an FDD, Foundation for Defense of Democracies, and we took a ten-day trip to Israel right around 

that time, it was October of 2018. And there we are in front of the new Embassy. There weren’t any riots in the 

streets, there wasn’t any chaos. Everybody that was there was like ‘we moved it from here to here.’ Business went 

on as usual.’” [Sam Angelo Live, 2/5/20] 

 
There Was Considerable Unrest And Protests Along The Israeli-Gaza Border That Resulted In The 

Deaths Of Dozens Of Palestinians. “Deadly clashes erupted along the Israeli-Gaza border as Palestinians 

protested the opening of the U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem. Dozens of Palestinians were reported killed Monday 

as tens of thousands protesters had gathered at the border fence. Large numbers of Palestinians had tried to 

cross into Israel, The New York Times reported. Palestinians hurled stones, set fire to tires and released flaming 

kites that set fire to land outside the Nahal Oz kibbutz, according to reports. […] President Donald Trump 

announced in December his decision to move the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem officially 

recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. The decision was a break from decades of U.S. policy regarding 

the Middle East and unleashed a new wave of protests from Palestinians who also regard Jerusalem as their 

capital.” [CNBC, 5/14/18] 

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/14/deadly-protests-erupt-over-the-us-embassy-move-to-jerusalem.html
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Gonzales Visited And Voiced His Support For Israel  

 

Gonzales Visited Israel In His Capacity As A Fellow For The Foundation For Defense Of Democracies. “In 

2018, Tony was selected as a National Security Fellow for the Foundation of Defense of Democracies (FDD), a 

non-profit, non-partisan Washington D.C. institute focused on foreign policy and national security. As part of the 

National Security Fellowship, he traveled to Israel focusing research on the current Middle East peace process.” 

[Military City USA Radio, 10/30/2018] 

 

Gonzales Visited Israel In 2018. “Last year, I visited Israel and spent some time discussing the Middle East 

peace process with national security experts.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 8/29/19] 

 

2019: Gonzales Voiced His Support For Israel. “As the leader of the free world, the U.S. must advocate for the 

defense of human rights and the protection of sovereignty of our allies. I’m proud to stand with our friend and ally, 

Israel. Are you? #TBT #TX23.” [Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 8/29/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales For Congress on Facebook, 8/29/19] 

 

January 2020: Gonzales Attended An AIPAC Conference In San Antonio 

 

https://www.militarycityusaradio.org/main/tony-gonzales-navy-information-operations-command-n3-operations-chief/
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2350657538386126?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCl93HQ4sbnNHJ_h_0brsm2dGYOLNd9vbOOYvBWFxZotkASffHPVE01gF9i9DugseL7HjRwBnGkPUqpwWBXB4BRtvqdMqhonQhNWi0gbMU4NubSEB8WULz4CaEz0zNI9uEcxONU07Vid2TVhdAcmtm3cgCpOz7e3MUFw_Cm1gfLZQk2wmVzAHyqTpNn1GwHheU6aQ4brp7tyS_AN8BjxFPWFlxjFCofToLGLGYjGRCVOzfj6d_gfwTdihroHMQqrkSQl4dnMo9ykrDT-S-qHbtXiEzRci9MR4W5T4Omr7efynoPHUIFxbhW11TGSEjW5sQ48p4bgYOAUkZxBxTMjUEmjiSy&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2350657538386126?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCl93HQ4sbnNHJ_h_0brsm2dGYOLNd9vbOOYvBWFxZotkASffHPVE01gF9i9DugseL7HjRwBnGkPUqpwWBXB4BRtvqdMqhonQhNWi0gbMU4NubSEB8WULz4CaEz0zNI9uEcxONU07Vid2TVhdAcmtm3cgCpOz7e3MUFw_Cm1gfLZQk2wmVzAHyqTpNn1GwHheU6aQ4brp7tyS_AN8BjxFPWFlxjFCofToLGLGYjGRCVOzfj6d_gfwTdihroHMQqrkSQl4dnMo9ykrDT-S-qHbtXiEzRci9MR4W5T4Omr7efynoPHUIFxbhW11TGSEjW5sQ48p4bgYOAUkZxBxTMjUEmjiSy&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2350657538386126?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCl93HQ4sbnNHJ_h_0brsm2dGYOLNd9vbOOYvBWFxZotkASffHPVE01gF9i9DugseL7HjRwBnGkPUqpwWBXB4BRtvqdMqhonQhNWi0gbMU4NubSEB8WULz4CaEz0zNI9uEcxONU07Vid2TVhdAcmtm3cgCpOz7e3MUFw_Cm1gfLZQk2wmVzAHyqTpNn1GwHheU6aQ4brp7tyS_AN8BjxFPWFlxjFCofToLGLGYjGRCVOzfj6d_gfwTdihroHMQqrkSQl4dnMo9ykrDT-S-qHbtXiEzRci9MR4W5T4Omr7efynoPHUIFxbhW11TGSEjW5sQ48p4bgYOAUkZxBxTMjUEmjiSy&__tn__=-R
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January 2020: Gonzales Attended An AIPAC Conference In San Antonio. “I stand with Israel 🇺🇸 🇮🇱 #AIPAC.” 

[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/16/20] 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/16/20] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/16/20] 

 

November 2019: Gonzales Attended A Christians United For Israel Event In Medina County, TX 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2652754134843130?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC8WgIoQYMYmorS0sV1EYBlb3jwagokhzMruEg6dmn_KO1kO55YDMoHh8OVVrIcNKdEZCUvKZIm5824Vylw2fhNlmI3IRMwMXVr1r9EiE9fPxG0aBRfDb2OMia9UiiQXwbfz0BjvLlPYVCUD_54LLhPqLhltQNad4F_pmU14ZPXdkkbmKrKWytnXmYCeERUmjTtxOIxr23Sujo4Za7_JvclxoYfvUJQ6rOsc0X4nXB5HVan5W63MZguRMdfQ7ItLiotV6ikFah3y42wUmiZfo_w9i5fj-XoFZjv6XOCaNYL45lnebOpIQQA1cnC2m5GuWjxTFXMpKhl_CWUtTUK6z8YlLNx&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2652754134843130?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC8WgIoQYMYmorS0sV1EYBlb3jwagokhzMruEg6dmn_KO1kO55YDMoHh8OVVrIcNKdEZCUvKZIm5824Vylw2fhNlmI3IRMwMXVr1r9EiE9fPxG0aBRfDb2OMia9UiiQXwbfz0BjvLlPYVCUD_54LLhPqLhltQNad4F_pmU14ZPXdkkbmKrKWytnXmYCeERUmjTtxOIxr23Sujo4Za7_JvclxoYfvUJQ6rOsc0X4nXB5HVan5W63MZguRMdfQ7ItLiotV6ikFah3y42wUmiZfo_w9i5fj-XoFZjv6XOCaNYL45lnebOpIQQA1cnC2m5GuWjxTFXMpKhl_CWUtTUK6z8YlLNx&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2652750171510193/?type=3
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November 2019: Gonzales Attended A Christians United For Israel Event In Medina County, TX. “I stand 

with Israel! Electric Christians United For Israel (CUFI) event in #MedinaCounty. #TX23 🇺🇸 🇮🇱.” [Tony Gonzales 

for Congress on Facebook, 11/10/19] 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/10/19] 

 

Iran 

 

January 2020: Gonzales Supported The Strike On Qasem Soleimani 

 

Gonzales Praised The Decision To Strike Qasem Soleimani 

 

Gonzales Praised The Trump Administration’s Decision To Strike Iranian Military Leader Qasem 

Soleimani. “I applaud the decisive action taken by our Commander in Chief to take out Iran’s worst terrorist 

tonight to protect our personnel in the region.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/2/2019] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2652750171510193/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2652750171510193/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2622131614572049/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBMA39muifPfzem77Yn7qoE91mNxfud-BGOZii2_3hU5yKI72qRFqEQvdNFIhTqfv69vvU70u9kT3XRhQDLx5PUDoOeUHeZ9DRil6zol6U82URGITRlXwsp01-ArVz0xN0ePO5_GaNtI3eaTTcWl5G1yAbnuR4rIoSWhmg7p12FqsSGqfxUX1FEjCxr8IWqe4AhGbbzKk-bgcVOnoDM2o2iEvq25MNYtsLrcidksU-OH-9ECwPQG76sN9Wdg-q1NVJfXTzIzrcw89uCFFk1QLw4SlVqtb3Ka7C8vek-Zbk5hI0JMxQRttAYpAFAYTs3X3JqDCCu3HUqRAFEd7Tli_9pD7uh&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/2/2020] 

 

Gonzales Called Air Force Veteran Gina Ortiz Jones A “National Security Novice” And Claimed She Did 

Not Respond To The Strike. “Donald J. Trump eliminates Iran’s top terrorist. Crickets from National Security 

novice Gina Ortiz Jones for Congress #TX23.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/3/2020] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/3/2020] 

 

Gonzales Supported Protests In Iran In The Aftermath Of The Downing Of Ukraine International Airlines 

Flight 752 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2622131614572049/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBMA39muifPfzem77Yn7qoE91mNxfud-BGOZii2_3hU5yKI72qRFqEQvdNFIhTqfv69vvU70u9kT3XRhQDLx5PUDoOeUHeZ9DRil6zol6U82URGITRlXwsp01-ArVz0xN0ePO5_GaNtI3eaTTcWl5G1yAbnuR4rIoSWhmg7p12FqsSGqfxUX1FEjCxr8IWqe4AhGbbzKk-bgcVOnoDM2o2iEvq25MNYtsLrcidksU-OH-9ECwPQG76sN9Wdg-q1NVJfXTzIzrcw89uCFFk1QLw4SlVqtb3Ka7C8vek-Zbk5hI0JMxQRttAYpAFAYTs3X3JqDCCu3HUqRAFEd7Tli_9pD7uh&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2623564697762074
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2623564697762074
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Gonzales Supported Anti-Government Protests In Iran In The Aftermath Of The Downing Of Ukraine 

International Airlines Flight 752. “America stands with the Iranian peole as they seek freedom from a oppressive 

regime.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/12/2020] 

 

ISIS 

 

Gonzales Applauded The Killing Of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, The Leader Of ISIS, And Praised 

Trump’s Role In The Strike 

 

Gonzales Applauded The Killing Of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, The Leader Of ISIS, And Praised Trump’s Role 

In The Strike. “Baghdadi was a coward and died as such- thanks to the efforts of many including Donald J. Trump, 

Iraq, and Kurds this thug can send postcards from hell. Great news for the security of the US & our allies. Eternal 

thanks to our operators for keeping the wolves at bay.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/27/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/27/19] 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2642917569160120?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAchQ4YQQp-T_Rar8XsW9EHH-rZG94_rCS-6Cr0pddMlTEku4NKPneLMHdqJR7TqIRP65i2i0ZGw647JumioMwWiP3Om1mjSireun3VWkPFnzuV_e_3s4KTZABO8lreAkzO3RrBzGuiFjl0ywm99yu5UCJCVldtKBM08usoW8ZwPVd3gHyDNWV-vtdSsEwKMbv27BxTOtAC9HP4YSDdYeG6RC2eQk-LiJvBnn9CNEvoCbnJAbl49Qy-EBtLVrjHOYiKwcfaynzS0uiJFYEaJVIVWRmkUjMvoCxsdJWl1f1tXfrr1bs4oxFxBlQiX1rTPtoE-dpiOJacJgtJkyA5sMr4_sPYQpDQFcLBw7tgkTSdzsQXGQ8Sr2XBdexVw7lWxTAHwGmeZ5vvu8_DnIxmE2TWl91ViBeZ_f0tLEiQfAism0L-w5b1X-Cu8XyXTnrTzFV5SwzDCYq1xmNP-_R1jZxxFfEmnKiHOZ34WnKRi7kjmQXd-s5ZuVuWNXcbtBVNg_fsGA&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2471442036307675?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC2bFVboumLDF1P0M9XKK7PAn5ujwuBgEh7YqsVYpuCZv7YIugJFU-57lpA-0h81EfvBzhT16T-k6MViTnLfTYsJ3_Qnpnw2J0ZqZ2lofkT3yoBYOU737-PwTjZqj9LsSWgZxFC-e_QKtQ-4FTDNpyhXdduAFw3FUQPqU2S3nUrKdd0Q8a2uppTJQ5VVXS39IwNOo8FK-yn4lohIds1eSD70D_cRRZU2HWW8pD8yN2R592RY89WZ0uSV27XBPS-NErygkw0hbJ3dZcdypGWnwJAAPRM2i6mN_azv4UGCkWqMAPhhAdEdpE_TxidC75JzvQkY_XQ45TQFwjUZSC3HCiLFUOG&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2471442036307675?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC2bFVboumLDF1P0M9XKK7PAn5ujwuBgEh7YqsVYpuCZv7YIugJFU-57lpA-0h81EfvBzhT16T-k6MViTnLfTYsJ3_Qnpnw2J0ZqZ2lofkT3yoBYOU737-PwTjZqj9LsSWgZxFC-e_QKtQ-4FTDNpyhXdduAFw3FUQPqU2S3nUrKdd0Q8a2uppTJQ5VVXS39IwNOo8FK-yn4lohIds1eSD70D_cRRZU2HWW8pD8yN2R592RY89WZ0uSV27XBPS-NErygkw0hbJ3dZcdypGWnwJAAPRM2i6mN_azv4UGCkWqMAPhhAdEdpE_TxidC75JzvQkY_XQ45TQFwjUZSC3HCiLFUOG&__tn__=-R


  
 

Tony Gonzales (TX-23)  Research Book |  138  

Gun Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales presented himself as a staunch defender of the 2nd Amendment. 

 

✓ Gonzales accused “extremists on the left” as working to remove the Constitutional right to bear 

arms. 

. 

✓ Gonzales called for military personnel and veterans to be able to carry guns on military bases. 

 

   

Gun Rights Rhetoric 

 

Gonzales Stated That He Supported The Right To Keep And Bear Arms “Unequivocally” 

 

Gonzales Stated That He Supported The Right To Keep And Bear Arms “Unequivocally.” “I unequivocally 

support the right to keep and bear arms. As your Congressman, I will always support our 2nd Amendment rights 

and advocate in any forum when they are infringed upon.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/4/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/4/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2536159486502596/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA9hN3SH-4JSCxXYYdyC2ZJ-MDAzy1EQTaYLmedd3WF2DisvKxKVzRtu-KnRziwx203YLCXdE4uV3o1hSnqVz-PxT4SLYv7WMCnziq-llcNBmtuyL82oFiBEYS0toa0r1TfQJWKEHclZvQEk8a-oMqKfvD5vPib9HaUCbnxpDl3Bm23x5wNc2x6DNoqwNdcYI0xfloWn434CnbEgkO6ue599jUU0lTd_aECkheNXGEys92D72-_EDvj_Wy4cScMP5_gCXRiEk7lZmKmeyo3uSRN_AmASVYvVxXNHuZQ8yNpeLDQhjzeQpY3ZMoHJ_96WhbHe_1Lkpr7kFIAlAa-haP_4tAI&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2536159486502596/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA9hN3SH-4JSCxXYYdyC2ZJ-MDAzy1EQTaYLmedd3WF2DisvKxKVzRtu-KnRziwx203YLCXdE4uV3o1hSnqVz-PxT4SLYv7WMCnziq-llcNBmtuyL82oFiBEYS0toa0r1TfQJWKEHclZvQEk8a-oMqKfvD5vPib9HaUCbnxpDl3Bm23x5wNc2x6DNoqwNdcYI0xfloWn434CnbEgkO6ue599jUU0lTd_aECkheNXGEys92D72-_EDvj_Wy4cScMP5_gCXRiEk7lZmKmeyo3uSRN_AmASVYvVxXNHuZQ8yNpeLDQhjzeQpY3ZMoHJ_96WhbHe_1Lkpr7kFIAlAa-haP_4tAI&__tn__=-R
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Gonzales Accused “Extremists On The Left” Of Working To Take Away The Constitutional Right 

To Bear Arms 

 

Gonzales Accused “Extremists On The Left” Of Working To Take Away The Right To Bear Arms. 

‘Extremists on the left are actively working to take away our constitutional right to keep and bear arms — what 

tactic will they resort to next?” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/16/19] 

 

Gonzales Said That He Supported “Lawful Gun Ownership” And Would Fight For The Second Amendment 

In Congress. “I proudly support our right to lawful gun ownership outlined by the Second Amendment. In 

Congress, I will fight to uphold the Constitution and protect our rights as Americans — and you can count on me to 

ALWAYS speak up when they are threatened.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/16/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/16/19] 

 

Guns On Military Bases 

 

January 2020: Gonzales Responded To An Active Shooter Event At MacDill Air Force Base In 

Tampa, FL By Supporting More Guns On Base 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2584998164952061/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDG5d2Xw2N2_2C9PaoZGJiSo6ZgVfxOYq2ZSvfUrsItL_4rxMf7HzqixWnJcUFZD6GEO8GasjjgHDSiF2pCQtm-ux9R9Xv--VmIKXnsjW3udl60W1VfiOQoBYiuHkp43p8egA6NmCLwFsLf_mBgd-rQPaC1PDramUv-RWdjAiJb76Cfj-_X4bdXVFYUZQLRyasYnIkljg8RVCzrM9q-jA8086KD3vMt_5xSkdpG8sI_b5shJmb4keWG8j5TU3NVaRNDBNsZlbrA94uzR78goHRYxrXsJxurn8AQ2ZLT9ceU6OKrhXKUj_V6QnmZ_OzF-Mc7OL5il8pGrneQ0kLNvVZ9QWqe&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2584998164952061/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDG5d2Xw2N2_2C9PaoZGJiSo6ZgVfxOYq2ZSvfUrsItL_4rxMf7HzqixWnJcUFZD6GEO8GasjjgHDSiF2pCQtm-ux9R9Xv--VmIKXnsjW3udl60W1VfiOQoBYiuHkp43p8egA6NmCLwFsLf_mBgd-rQPaC1PDramUv-RWdjAiJb76Cfj-_X4bdXVFYUZQLRyasYnIkljg8RVCzrM9q-jA8086KD3vMt_5xSkdpG8sI_b5shJmb4keWG8j5TU3NVaRNDBNsZlbrA94uzR78goHRYxrXsJxurn8AQ2ZLT9ceU6OKrhXKUj_V6QnmZ_OzF-Mc7OL5il8pGrneQ0kLNvVZ9QWqe&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2584998164952061/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDG5d2Xw2N2_2C9PaoZGJiSo6ZgVfxOYq2ZSvfUrsItL_4rxMf7HzqixWnJcUFZD6GEO8GasjjgHDSiF2pCQtm-ux9R9Xv--VmIKXnsjW3udl60W1VfiOQoBYiuHkp43p8egA6NmCLwFsLf_mBgd-rQPaC1PDramUv-RWdjAiJb76Cfj-_X4bdXVFYUZQLRyasYnIkljg8RVCzrM9q-jA8086KD3vMt_5xSkdpG8sI_b5shJmb4keWG8j5TU3NVaRNDBNsZlbrA94uzR78goHRYxrXsJxurn8AQ2ZLT9ceU6OKrhXKUj_V6QnmZ_OzF-Mc7OL5il8pGrneQ0kLNvVZ9QWqe&__tn__=-R
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January 2020, Gonzales Responded To An Active Shooter Event At MacDill Air Force Base In Tampa, FL 

 

Gonzales Alerted His Social Media Followers To The Active Shooter Alert At MacDill Air Force Base. 

“Ongoing active shooter alert on MacDill AFB in Tampa, FL. Stay safe everyone.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress 

on Facebook, 1/10/20] 

 

 
 

[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/10/20] 

 

Gonzales Asked If Military Members Were “Truly Safe” On Bases, And Supported Military Personnel And 

Veterans Being Allowed To Carry Firearms On Base 

 
Gonzales Asked If Military Members Were “Truly Safe” On Bases, And Supported Military Personnel And 

Veterans Being Allowed To Carry Firearms On Base. “Scary situation in Tampa this morning. Are military 

members truly safe on base anymore? I support affording trained active duty and veterans the opportunity to carry 

handguns aboard military installations.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/10/20] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2638264642958746?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAuU2_Wpt612lXK-mE6YyLn00-Q3LNz6j8zpGwzJDxenFUTY2WCUJl32nk3DdfxQ_bON30wFVP9tv6FJzGp96f-YfmpilliRUNDcewmmqC6SLOIzvxcFOagbWDlMDHJcPHFhPORdPTsph07Vx0ynUQLP0hU__JmcDNE-WSrcNCBMqe9Q-ZwEsCGRm_fpEtxV2-3pqvaa7Q--CQa2GhTjkIWGdE_FzXMl3JM90SXYVi_LFABKNaje-zIwpBNFFs-Od2tV4RWIgkT89Be6m_JASO7fSsteoN98K3oe9KJj5cZAv4qeCQzGLfHYQ7hL-Z5nngwAP5aATkQmyCIXvjhBn6S&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2638264642958746?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAuU2_Wpt612lXK-mE6YyLn00-Q3LNz6j8zpGwzJDxenFUTY2WCUJl32nk3DdfxQ_bON30wFVP9tv6FJzGp96f-YfmpilliRUNDcewmmqC6SLOIzvxcFOagbWDlMDHJcPHFhPORdPTsph07Vx0ynUQLP0hU__JmcDNE-WSrcNCBMqe9Q-ZwEsCGRm_fpEtxV2-3pqvaa7Q--CQa2GhTjkIWGdE_FzXMl3JM90SXYVi_LFABKNaje-zIwpBNFFs-Od2tV4RWIgkT89Be6m_JASO7fSsteoN98K3oe9KJj5cZAv4qeCQzGLfHYQ7hL-Z5nngwAP5aATkQmyCIXvjhBn6S&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2638545082930702?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB4td6B64qNNEG9tb7y4O5ktzh8uj0YmmG0TzS1qUIkYlEW04QzH8dkdqAqmvqxiZ-FJwOdP7drOOT1pZu6IyWuLWZXnJrJwuiVN0huIPQtYE9PHMl2ue1oz4ujcjgEKBy213IPSZwa_j0MlDwekxNPAH_kTs7_5klGERWx2O232VgQWi2r3rs558QL3_JkPzn6KIV9mGnqQAtWWpmo1NrRPh4BQi3U9nHSGznWzdr8PswqmUscz7IyDsduN0KLGbp3Biqls17wee1n8P9FnjZ1Gnsbf4VqkeGZZTaNEl3L41ywDTixhT_33h1DC_jsNX9Xtl8ss2e5dDCXcm61LgWUPuowNia8Z4hBZd35iqatfbkLcKkahmKRI7Zz80DiPGJ-DSySYGIehtdYOyo1fT-QE_L4I7EZ0-SOB1YncGCp76kp_EVNBo_FE6Q7SP-N7kuJQBia8NayP4k890587rq0ioFO7zKW3OYJCcl0mgATcjb062cBBhRNBA&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/10/20] 

 
Gonzales Stated That “I Want To Allow Military Members To Carry On Board Military Installations.” “We 

have this terrible incident, we had a shooter in a place of worship. Thankfully, Jack Wilson was there to react. A 

hero, he saved lives. Thankfully, we had a governor to pass legislation that allowed that. I want to take it a step 

further. What can I do as a member of Congress? Well one thing that I want to do, I want to allow military 

members to carry on board military installations.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/2/20] 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2638545082930702?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB4td6B64qNNEG9tb7y4O5ktzh8uj0YmmG0TzS1qUIkYlEW04QzH8dkdqAqmvqxiZ-FJwOdP7drOOT1pZu6IyWuLWZXnJrJwuiVN0huIPQtYE9PHMl2ue1oz4ujcjgEKBy213IPSZwa_j0MlDwekxNPAH_kTs7_5klGERWx2O232VgQWi2r3rs558QL3_JkPzn6KIV9mGnqQAtWWpmo1NrRPh4BQi3U9nHSGznWzdr8PswqmUscz7IyDsduN0KLGbp3Biqls17wee1n8P9FnjZ1Gnsbf4VqkeGZZTaNEl3L41ywDTixhT_33h1DC_jsNX9Xtl8ss2e5dDCXcm61LgWUPuowNia8Z4hBZd35iqatfbkLcKkahmKRI7Zz80DiPGJ-DSySYGIehtdYOyo1fT-QE_L4I7EZ0-SOB1YncGCp76kp_EVNBo_FE6Q7SP-N7kuJQBia8NayP4k890587rq0ioFO7zKW3OYJCcl0mgATcjb062cBBhRNBA&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/videos/782568995542942/
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Health Care Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales said he supported “eliminating” the Affordable Care Act. 

 

✓ Gonzales stated that he was in favor of replacing the Affordable Care Act. 

 

✓ Gonzales said that the Affordable Care Act was “shoved down our throats.” 

 

✓ Gonzales said that “States’ Rights” important to him when it came to healthcare policy. 

 

✓ Gonzales was endorsed by Pete Sessions, who voted to repeal the Affordable Care Act. 

 

✓ Gonzales was a fierce critic of Medicare for All and decried it as a socialism. 

 

   

Affordable Care Act (ACA)  

 

Gonzales Supported Eliminating The Affordable Care Act 

 

Gonzales Supported “Eliminating” The Affordable Care Act, Saying He Wanted To “Move Back Towards A 

Free Market System.” Q: “How would you promote healthcare coverage that is adequate, affordable and 

accessible for all?” GONZALES: “By eliminating Obama Care ( ACA ) we need to move back towards a free 

market system that allows health care companies to properly compete against each other for free enterprise and 

competitive rates. The exponential rise in healthcare costs for citizens is unacceptable and we need to return back to 

free enterprise. Pre existing conditions will be covered to ensure that citizens are covered and not left between the 

cracks.” [iVoterGuide – Candidate Profile: Tony Gonzales, accessed 8/24/20] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Allow Insurers To Deny Or Charge More If An Individual Has A Pre-Existing 

Condition 

 

The Affordable Care Act Prevented Insurers From Denying Coverage Or Charging More If An Individual 

Had A Pre-Existing Condition. “In the old days, insurance companies had ways to avoid selling policies to people 

who were likely to cost more than insurers wanted to spend. They might deny them coverage outright, or exclude 

coverage for a known condition, or charge so much that insurance became unaffordable. The Affordable Care Act 

boxes out the old insurance practices with a package of legal moves. First, it says point-blank that carriers ‘may not 

impose any preexisting condition exclusion.’ It backs that up with another section that says they ‘may not establish 

rules for eligibility’ based on health status, medical condition, claims experience or medical history.” [Politifact, 

10/17/18] 

 

312,700 Non-Elderly Persons In Texas’ 23rd Congressional District Had Pre-Existing Conditions. [Center for 

American Progress, 10/2/19] 

 

2017: Repeal Could Have Denied Coverage To As Many As 133 Million Americans.  “This analysis updates 

that earlier study. It confirms that a large fraction of non-elderly Americans have pre-existing health conditions: at 

least 23 percent of Americans (61 million people) using a narrow definition based on eligibility criteria for pre-

ACA state high-risk pools, or as many as 51 percent (133 million people) using a broader definition closer to the 

underwriting criteria used by insurers prior to the ACA. Any of these 133 million Americans could have been 

https://ivoterguide.com/candidate?elecK=671&raceK=6581&primarypartyk=R&canK=48845
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2018/oct/17/pre-existing-conditions-does-any-gop-proposal-matc/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2019/10/02/475030/number-americans-preexisting-conditions-district-116th-congress/
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denied coverage, or offered coverage only at an exorbitant price, had they needed individual market health 

insurance before 2014.” [HHS.gov, Issue Brief, 1/5/17] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Create An “Age Tax” 

 

The Affordable Care Act Established A 3:1 Limit On Age Rating Of Health Insurance Premiums. “The 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) established a 3:1 limit on age rating of health insurance premiums, meaning that 

insurance companies cannot charge older adults more than three times the amount younger adults are charged for 

the same coverage. This limit is a critical consumer protection that ensures older adults—specifically those ages 50 

to 64 who are not yet eligible for Medicare—have access to affordable health insurance coverage.” [AARP, 1/2017] 

 

If The Affordable Care Act Were Fully Repealed, The Health Care Market Would Return To “Insurance 

Companies Routinely Charged Older People Much Higher Amounts Than Younger People For The Same 

Coverage.” “Prior to enactment of the ACA, many older adults ages 50–64 who were not old enough to be eligible 

for Medicare but who did not have coverage through an employer had difficulty obtaining health insurance 

coverage on their own in the individual market. If coverage was available, older adults were often charged much 

higher premiums due to their age or a preexisting condition, making it unaffordable and out of reach. […] 

Consequently, insurance companies routinely charged older people much higher amounts than younger people for 

the same coverage in the individual health insurance market.” [AARP, 1/2017] 

 

Brookings: ‘Nearly Every ACA Replacement Plan Involves Widening The Age Rating Bands… Proposals 

Suggest Changing The Current 3:1 Ratio To 5:1 Or 6:1 Or Eliminating It Altogether.’ “Loosen age rating 

restrictions in the individual market. Nearly every ACA replacement plan involves widening the age rating bands 

that currently restrict insurers from setting premiums for the oldest adults in the individual market (64 year olds) 

that are more than three times the premium they charge a 21-year old for the same coverage. Proposals suggest 

changing the current 3:1 ratio to 5:1 or 6:1 or eliminating it altogether.” [Brookings, 12/13/16] 

 

Senate’s Better Care Reconciliation Act Included A 5:1 Age Rating Limit. “This summary describes key 

provisions of H.R. 1628, the Better Care Reconciliation Act of 2017, an amendment in the nature of a substitute 

proposed in the Senate on June 22, 2017 and revised most recently on July 20, 2017,as a plan to repeal and 

replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and make fundamental changes to Medicaid financing through the 

Fiscal Year 2017 budget reconciliation process. […] Modify age rating limit to permit variation of 5:1, unless 

states adopt different ratios, effective 2019.” [KFF, 7/20/17] 

 

House-Passed American Health Care Act Included A 5:1 Age Rating Limit. “This summary describes key 

provisions of H.R. 1628, the American Health Care Act, as approved by the House of Representatives on May 

4, 2017, as a plan to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA) through the Fiscal Year 2017 budget 

reconciliation process. […] Modify age rating limit to permit variation of 5:1, unless states adopt different 

ratios, effective 2018.” [AARP, 5/2017] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Raise Out-Of-Pocket Costs, Decrease Benefits, And Eliminate Financial 

Assistance That Allows Millions To Afford Premiums 

 

USA Today: “Repealing Health Care Law Would Mean Higher Costs.” “Republicans may not agree with 

President Obama’s State of the Union call to drop the idea of repealing the Affordable Care Act, but health experts 

say the law has taken such hold that it may be impossible to get rid of it. The consequences of repeal, health care 

officials and industry analysts say, go beyond the fact that 9 million people would suddenly lose their insurance or 

that anyone with a pre-existing condition would either lose insurance or pay much higher premiums. All consumers 

would take a huge financial hit, because health care costs would continue to rise, and insurers would probably 

recoup their losses by charging higher premiums.” [USA Today, 2/01/14] 

 

NPR: Before The Affordable Care Act, Insurance Companies Sold Policies That Excluded Pregnancy And 

Mental Health Care; 9 Percent Of Policies Didn’t Cover Prescription Drugs. “That’s because if insurance 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/system/files/pdf/255396/Pre-ExistingConditions.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/ppi/2017-01/Protecting-Affordable-Health-Insurance-for-Older.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/ppi/2017-01/Protecting-Affordable-Health-Insurance-for-Older.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/research/why-repealing-the-aca-before-replacing-it-wont-work-and-what-might/
http://files.kff.org/attachment/Summary-of-the-Better-Care-Reconciliation-Act-Updated-072017
http://files.kff.org/attachment/Proposals-to-Replace-the-Affordable-Care-Act-Summary-of-the-American-Health-Care-Act
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/02/01/repealing-the-aca-could-hurt-everybody-experts-say/5055395/
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companies don’t have a list of medical services they have to include in their policies, they can sell stripped-down 

policies and then charge extra for specific types of coverage. This isn’t theoretical.  Before the Affordable Care Act 

went into effect, insurance companies routinely found ways to avoid paying for expensive health care. Beyond 

refusing to cover people with existing medical conditions, they sold policies that excluded coverage for some 

medical care, including prenatal care, childbirth and mental health care. According to the Century Foundation, 9 

percent of policies didn’t even cover prescription drugs.” [NPR, 3/23/17] 

 

Before The Affordable Care Act, 39 Percent Of Plans Did Not Cover Mental Health Care, And Those 

That Did Often Offered Limited Coverage. “A survey by HealthPocket Inc. shows that before Obamacare, 

only 61 percent of health plans included coverage for mental health care, and that coverage was often 

limited.” [NPR, 3/23/17] 

 

Before The Affordable Care Act, Only 6 Percent Of Individual Market Insurance Plans Offered 

Maternity Coverage, And Maternity Riders Often Had Expensive Premiums And High Deductibles. “A 

2012 study by the National Women’s Law Center found that, before Obamacare, only about 6 percent of 

policies available on the individual insurance market included maternity coverage. One plan offered a maternity 

rider that cost more than $1,600 a month on top of the regular premium. Many of those policies had maternity-

specific deductibles as high as $10,000, or did not actually kick in for two years. Even insurance provided by 

employers had limits for maternity care. A study by Truven found that in 2010, women who had insurance 

through their employers still paid about $12,000 to $16,000 for childbirth.” [NPR, 3/23/17] 

 

2013: Repeal Could Lose Financial Help For Getting Coverage For Almost 11 Million Americans. “About 15 

million people currently purchase health insurance on their own, using the individual market. And about 70 percent 

of them -- about 10.8 million people -- will qualify for the financial help buying coverage under the health-care law, 

according to a new study out Thursday from Families USA. Their analysis suggests that many Americans receiving 

cancellation notices would receive assistance through the health overhaul, either by qualifying for subsidies to 

purchase a private plan or through Medicaid, the public program that serves low-income Americans.” [Washington 

Post, 11/21/13] 

 

Repealing The Affordable Care Act Would Increase Insurance Premiums; According To The 

Washington Post, “Many Would Find They Could No Longer Afford Coverage.” “The ACA, also known 

as Obamacare, provides subsidies to help subscribers afford the cost of individual policies. The law also 

required all Americans, with a few exceptions, to have insurance. Without the subsidies or the requirement that 

all Americans have coverage, experts say the healthiest customers would cease buying insurance if they do not 

have policies through their employers or through the government. As a result, insurers would be forced to 

increase premiums to cover the cost of treating those sicker patients who remain. Many would find they could 

no longer afford coverage.” [Washington Post, 12/7/16] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Raise Drug Costs For Seniors 

 

CMS: Affordable Care Act Has Helped 7.3 Million Seniors Save $8.9 Billion In Prescription Drug Costs.  

“ObamaCare has saved seniors and people with disabilities nearly $9 billion in prescription drug costs, according to 

data touted Tuesday by the Obama administration. According to the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services, 

7.3 million people who reached the ‘doughnut hole’ in their Medicare prescription drug coverage have saved $8.9 

billion on their prescription drugs since the law was enacted in 2010. That’s an average savings of $1,209 per 

person.” [The Hill, 11/26/13] 

 

Repeal Would Re-Open Medicare Prescription-Drug Doughnut Hole. “There’s a Medicare prescription-drug 

coverage abyss that is playfully referred to as the ‘doughnut hole,’ though there is nothing sweet or amusing about 

it. But thanks to the Affordable Care Act, which had a rocky launch last week, Medicare beneficiaries will see that 

gap shrink again in 2013 and each year until 2020.” [Wall Street Journal, 10/06/13] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Take Away Coverage From Millions  

http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/23/521220359/gop-health-bill-changes-could-kill-protections-for-people-with-preexisting-condi
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/23/521220359/gop-health-bill-changes-could-kill-protections-for-people-with-preexisting-condi
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/23/521220359/gop-health-bill-changes-could-kill-protections-for-people-with-preexisting-condi
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/11/21/want-to-debate-obamacares-cancellations-you-need-to-see-this-study-first/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/12/07/how-repealing-obamacare-would-punish-the-working-class/?utm_term=.0c073c42b19b
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/191443-cms-obamacare-has-saved-seniors-89-billion
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303722604579111170290397770
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2020: 1,958,000 Texans Would Lose Coverage Under The Health Care Repeal Lawsuit. [Center for American 

Progress, 6/24/20] 

 

2020: 23 Million Americans Would Lose Coverage Under The Health Care Repeal Lawsuit. [Center for 

American Progress, 6/24/20] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would End Local Investment In Community Health Centers 

 

HHS: Community Health Centers Expanded to Create 35,000 New Jobs and Add 4 Million New Patients 

Since 2009. “Today, approximately 1,200 health centers operate more than 9,000 service delivery sites that provide 

care to over 21 million patients in every State, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and 

the Pacific Basin.  Since the beginning of 2009, health centers have added 4 million patients and more than 35,000 

new full-time positions.” [HHS.gov, 11/07/13] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Deny Mental Health Coverage 

 

The Affordable Care Act Prevents Insurance Companies From Denying Coverage To Those With Mental 

Health Issues. “Under the law, insurers must now pay for many things that used to be optional, like prescription 

drugs, having a baby, and mental health care, among other services. […] Obama’s signature health care legislation 

addresses this problem in explicit terms. Under the law, which takes effect Jan. 1, mental health and substance 

abuse services are classified among the 10 ‘Essential Health Benefits.’ Health insurance marketplaces cannot apply 

yearly or lifetime dollar limits on coverage of these benefits. The marketplaces also cannot deny anyone coverage 

or charge more for pre-existing conditions. […] Under the ACA, health plans are required to cover preventative 

services, including behavioral assessments for children, at no additional cost. Coverage will also include behavioral 

health treatment, such as psychotherapy, and substance abuse treatment – both for inpatient and outpatient care.” 

[San Francisco Chronicle, 11/22/13] 

 

Before The Affordable Care Act, 39 Percent Of Plans Did Not Cover Mental Health Care, And Those That 

Did Often Offered Limited Coverage. “A survey by HealthPocket Inc. shows that before Obamacare, only 61 

percent of health plans included coverage for mental health care, and that coverage was often 

limited.” [NPR, 3/23/17] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Deny Preventive Health Coverage 

 

105 Million Americans Have Received Free Preventive Care Because Of The Affordable Care Act.  “About 

71 million Americans with private health insurance plans received at least one free preventive health service -- such 

as a mammogram or flu shot -- in 2011 and 2012 because of the Affordable Care Act, the Obama administration 

said Monday. In addition, about 34 million people in traditional Medicare and Medicare Advantage plans also 

received at least one free preventive health service -- such as an annual wellness visit -- due to the health care law, 

according to a report released Monday by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). In total, 

about 105 million Americans have been helped by the preventive services coverage improvements in the 

Affordable Care Act, said the HHS, which is marking the third anniversary of passage of the law.” [US News & 

World Report, 3/18/13] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Benefit Insurance Companies 

  

Affordable Care Act Requires Insurance Companies To Spend 80 Percent Of Premium Revenue On Patient 

Care. “There’s a little known part of the health care reform law that requires insurance companies to spend 80 

percent of their premiums on health care or reimburse the customer […] No more than 20 percent of premiums can 

be spent on salaries, bonuses, and advertising.” [CBS News, 7/31/12] 

 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2020/06/24/486768/health-care-repeal-lawsuit-strip-coverage-23-million-americans/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2020/06/24/486768/health-care-repeal-lawsuit-strip-coverage-23-million-americans/
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/11/20131107a.html
http://blog.sfgate.com/inthepeninsula/2013/11/22/mental-health-affordable-care-act/
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/23/521220359/gop-health-bill-changes-could-kill-protections-for-people-with-preexisting-condi
http://health.usnews.com/health-news/news/articles/2013/03/18/millions-got-free-preventive-care-due-to-health-law-hhs-says
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/health-law-requires-insurers-to-spend-premiums-on-patients-or-pay-rebates/
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Repeal Would Allow Insurance Companies To Spend Whatever They Want On Salaries And Advertising. 

“There’s a little known part of the health care reform law that requires insurance companies to spend 80 percent of 

their premiums on health care or reimburse the customer […] No more than 20 percent of premiums can be spent 

on salaries, bonuses, and advertising.” [CBS News, 7/31/12] 

 

Repeal Would Allow Insurance Companies To Annual And Lifetime Limits On Coverage. “Under the 

Affordable Care Act, insurance companies will no longer be allowed to set limits on the dollar amount of health 

benefits that they will cover in a single year or over the course of a person’s lifetime. This means that you won’t run 

out of coverage if you develop a health problem that is costly to treat.” [Families USA, 9/23/10] 

 

Repeal Would Let Insurance Companies Cancel Plans When You Get Sick. “One troubling health insurance 

industry practice that has gained attention recently is known as ‘rescission.’ A rescission occurs when an insurer 

retroactively cancels an enrollee’s policy (usually when the enrollee needs expensive care), blaming it on an error 

that the enrollee made […] Under the Affordable Care Act, an insurance company will be able to rescind your 

health plan only if you (or someone you’ve authorized to represent you on a health insurance application, including 

your employer) commits fraud—that is, knowingly and willfully misrepresents or omits a piece of information that 

is relevant to your health plan.” [Families USA, April 2011] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Cause Young Adults To Lose Coverage 

 

Affordable Care Act Allowed Young Adults To Remain On Their Parent’s Health Insurance Until Age 26. 

“Young adults will be allowed to remain on their parent’s health insurance up to age 26.” [Kaiser Family 

Foundation, 7/17/12] 

 

Repeal Could Lose Coverage For Millions Of Young Adults Now Covered On Parents’ Plans. “More than 3.1 

million young Americans now have health insurance, thanks in part to a provision in the health care reform law that 

allows parents to add dependents up to age 26 to their insurance plans. That number is up from last June, when 2.5 

million young adults ages 19 through 25 who would otherwise have been uninsured gained health care coverage, 

according to the Department of Health and Human Services.” [CNN, 6/19/12] 

 

Repeal Could Lose Healthcare Subsidies For 80 Percent Of Uninsured Young Adults. “According to a report 

from the Commonwealth Fund, more than 80 percent of uninsured young people under 30 will be eligible for 

subsidies or for Medicaid, which the Affordable Care Act expands.” [ABC News, 9/16/13] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Harm Women’s Health 

 

Repeal Could Allow Insurance Companies To Charge More Based On Gender. “First, the Affordable Care Act 

eliminates the discrimination that women have faced when buying insurance. For years, insurance companies may 

have charged women up to ten times more for their insurance than they charged men. Women often were denied 

coverage because of a ‘pre-existing’ condition. […] Under Obamacare, insurance companies can no longer use 

gender as a factor when setting premiums.” [Washington Post, 9/30/13] 

 

NPR: The Affordable Care Act “Prohibited Insurers From Charging Women Higher Rates Than Men 

For The Same Services.” “Before Obamacare, women were also generally charged higher rates for health 

insurance than men on the individual market. According to the law center’s analysis, 60 percent of best-selling 

individual plans in 2009 charged a 40-year-old nonsmoking woman more than a 40-year-old man who smoked, 

even in plans that didn’t include any type of maternity coverage. That inequity disappeared under the health 

law, which prohibited insurers from charging women higher rates than men for the same services.’ [NPR, 

11/29/16] 

 

Repeal Could Deny Coverage For Preventative Care To 47 Million Women. “Beginning Wednesday, all new 

health insurance plans will be required to provide eight preventive health benefits to women for free. The benefits 

include contraceptives, breast-feeding supplies and screenings for gestational diabetes, sexually transmitted 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/health-law-requires-insurers-to-spend-premiums-on-patients-or-pay-rebates/
http://www.familiesusa.org/health-reform-central/september-23/Annual-and-Lifetime-Limits.pdf
http://familiesusa.org/sites/default/files/product_documents/Patients-Bill-of-Rights.pdf
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/issue-brief/summary-of-coverage-provisions-in-the-patient/
http://money.cnn.com/2012/06/19/pf/health-care-young-adults/
http://abcnews.go.com/ABC_Univision/News/things-healthcare-insurance-exchanges/story?id=20271706&page=2
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/she-the-people/wp/2013/09/30/women-win-some-lose-some-under-obamacare/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/11/29/503713772/women-could-pay-more-than-men-for-health-care-under-trump
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infections and domestic violence, as well as routine check-ups for breast and pelvic exams, Pap tests and prenatal 

care…A new report released Monday by the Department of Health and Human Services estimates 47 million 

women are in health plans that must offer the new benefits.” [CNN, 7/31/12] 

 

Repeal Could Deny Coverage For Contraception To Women. “One aspect of the preventative health care 

coverage- and among the most discussed provisions of the new health care law- is the requirement that health 

insurance plans cover contraceptive services. After a widely publicized effort by religious leaders and Republican 

lawmakers to repeal this measure, the Obama administration announced  a compromise that shifts the costs of 

contraceptive coverage from employers to insurance companies.” [Huffington Post, 4/03/12] 

 

Gonzales Wanted To Replace The Affordable Care Act  

 

Gonzales Wanted To Replace The Affordable Care Act. “Gonzales will try to define himself in the District 35 

race as an independent thinker unattached to partisan dogma and talking points. He emphasizes his desire to bring 

high-skilled, high-paying jobs to the district, bolster public education and replace the Affordable Care Act. At this 

point, he's short on policy details.” [San Antonio Express News, 7/31/19] 

 

Gonzales Said That The Affordable Care Act Was “Shoved Down Our Throats” 

 

Gonzales Said That The Affordable Care Act Was “Shoved Down Our Throats.” “GONZALES: ‘Democrats 

are eating our lunch. Why? Because they unite. Whether it’s impeachment. Whether it’s DACA. Whether it’s the 

Affordable Care Act. They unite and they shove it down out throats. How do we fight back against that? We 

support the president and we come together.’” [Bexar County Candidate Forum, 11/21/19] 

 

Gonzales Was Endorsed By Former Congressman Pete Sessions, Who Voted For The American 

Health Care Act 

 

September 2019: Former Congressman Pete Sessions Endorsed Gonzales 

 

September 2019: Former Congressman Pete Sessions Endorsed Gonzales[Tony Gonzales for Congress on 

Facebook, 9/17/19] 

 

May 2017: Sessions Voted For The American Health Care Act – The Republican Health Care Repeal Bill 

  

May 2017: Sessions Voted For The American Health Care Act – The Republican Health Care Repeal Bill. In 

May 2017, Sessions voted for “Passage of the bill that would make extensive changes to the 2010 health care 

overhaul law, by effectively repealing the individual and employer mandates as well as most of the taxes that 

finance the current system. It would, in 2020, convert Medicaid into a capped entitlement that would provide fixed 

federal payments to states and end additional federal funding for the 2010 law's joint federal-state Medicaid 

expansion. It would prohibit federal funding to any entity, such as Planned Parenthood, that performs abortions and 

receives more than $350 million a year in Medicaid funds. As amended, it would give states the option of receiving 

federal Medicaid funding as a block grant with greater state flexibility in how the funds are used, and would require 

states to establish their own essential health benefits standards. It would allow states to receive waivers to exempt 

insurers from having to provide certain minimum benefits, would provide $8 billion over five years for individuals 

with pre-existing conditions whose insurance premiums increased because the state was granted a waiver to raise 

premiums based on an individual's health status, and would create a $15 billion federal risk sharing program to 

cover some of the costs of high medical claims.” The bill was passed by a vote of 217-213. [HR 1628, Vote #256, 

5/4/17; CQ, 5/4/17] 

 

2010: Pete Sessions Also Voted Against The Original Passage Of The Affordable Care Act 

 

http://thechart.blogs.cnn.com/2012/07/31/some-women-get-new-benefits-under-obamacare/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/03/affordable-care-act-repeal_n_1400009.html
https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/San-Antonio-Navy-vet-sets-his-sights-on-14268343.php
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895639428983/2390205697764643/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCy-8vL2gejZYnWVP8tIxo2kbWsfCAlSV0SMHvF1QLrqISFpXzEnOm_8m2qXMlMbT5Gi_TI4J72SCFIhJP8ib-AEB7btkHTOZM-PO9-AMDrVQDKVVabLhE6s1Z0PxgQbPTlOXtpM8cgzIJmyBLh5Yz_ck9LMK2YC-i4Nc4d-oFSeGJPM_tZnB0DB4fg1lq20saRNIKfXY-2M0h3vwQebyyT8mJx4aQbXn91ezroJ6M2Au-wkSthfSlpGn1cqi3_U5fgfVcWdL4-xjaLfl9e6Q1d21LwrecJtg2ymliN5MvAZbly3DOZcGSpQODZmfNU3kgOUX4ujPKiQ2gFW0XlUtPF2glN&__tn__=-R
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2017/roll256.xml
http://cq.com/vote/2017/h/256
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Sessions Voted Against The Affordable Care Act. In March 2010, Sessions voted against “Spratt, D-S.C., motion 

to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would overhaul the nation’s health insurance system and require 

most individuals to buy health insurance by 2014. It would create a system of national private insurance plans 

supervised by the Office of Personnel Management and create state-run marketplaces for purchasing health 

insurance. Those who do not obtain coverage would be subject to an excise tax. Excluded from the mandate would 

be those exempt from filing income tax and others with a hardship waiver, religious objection or those who cannot 

afford coverage. Employers with more than 50 workers would have to provide coverage or pay a fine if any 

employee gets a subsidized plan on the exchange. Certain small businesses would get tax credits for providing 

coverage, and those with low incomes, excluding illegal immigrants, could get subsidies.” The motion was agreed 

to, thus clearing the bill for the president, by a vote of 219-212. [HR 3590, Vote #165, 3/21/10; CQ, 3/21/10] 

 

Medicare For All 

 

Gonzales Stated That “States’ Rights Is Important To Me” In Opposing Medicare For All 

 

Gonzales Believed That States Should Manage Health Care And Opposed Medicare For All. “GONZALES: 

Texas is different. Texas is different and Texas is special. One of those things is, people like their freedoms, we 

don’t like to pay income tax. We like money in our pockets to do what we want to do with it. We like to have 

freedoms, wee like to make our own way, pave our own way. And I think it’s important that we have elected 

officials that support that. So one thing that is important to me is States’ Rights. You know the 10th Amendment is 

very important. A lot of times, the Federal Government just needs to get out of the way, and allow the states to 

operate. TREVINO:  So, give me an example, a specific of that for our viewers. GONZALES: Sure, Medicare for 

All, you know, here you have this socialist movement that is very real that is pushing this Medicare for All down 

people’s throats.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/2/20] 

 

Gonzales Stated That Medicare For All, As Proposed By Elizabeth Warren, Would Take Healthcare Away 

From 149,000,000 People. “I wonder why socialists wouldn’t be more forthright about taking away health care 

from 149,000,000 Americans with private insurance...            #TX23.” [Tony Gonzales on Twitter, 10/24/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales on Twitter, 10/24/19] 

  

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2010/roll165.xml
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/videos/782568995542942/
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1187427400679858181
https://twitter.com/TonyGonzales4TX/status/1187427400679858181
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Immigration & Border Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales said that DACA was “shoved down our throats.” 

 

✓ Gonzales at first equivocated about building a border wall, only committing to supporting one “where it 

makes sense.” 

 

✓ Gonzales later supported building a wall without qualification. 

 

✓ In February 2020, Gonzales said that there “absolutely” should be a wall on the southern border. 

 

✓ Gonzales stated that a wall was not enough on its own to ensure border security. 

 

✓ Gonzales criticized the process of migrants fleeing violence and requesting asylum in the United States 

as an “immigration loophole,” despite the process being enshrined in US and international law. 

 

✓ Gonzales supported closing so-called “immigration loopholes” like legal status for those 

seeking asylum. 

 

✓ Gonzales threatened to pull federal funding from sanctuary cities. 

 

✓ Gonzales appeared to agree with the idea of using US Military forces to secure the southern border. 

 

   

Border Security And Border Wall 

 

August 2019: Gonzales Supported Building A Border Wall “Where It Makes Sense” 

 

August 2019: Gonzales Supported Building A Border Wall “Where It Makes Sense.”  “There’s no doubt in my 

mind that comprehensive immigration reform starts with southern border security. Whether it’s a wall where it 

makes sense, utilizing technology to cover others, or increasing manpower along the border, we MUST adopt an 

‘all-of-the-above’ approach to secure the border and keep our families safe. Washington has been talking about it 

for years, but Congress has not appropriated the funds necessary to make it a reality. As your Congressman, I will 

fight for increased border security and make our national security a top priority. Are you with me? LISTEN and 

SHARE. #TeamTony #TX23.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/16/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/videos/2586184088099778/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCV4mYBFfirbLCTAcFkOWqFKAU6kpdKYdRpO8gk7BRHNP2-Nj8IMrsiD0SoJoVy98bRZ1w5TRSDCJhDoqOYtLdioqWwmLR42sugS2t21mxxRmKlDwB9Mfa8ejSm6WnJ1c4z6gORT1dGAX-vNVB2YltQruaFcbebnmT1DiZ_3oSvh2BvWn3EMcXxu4mX-cUelyAWdWXvWM054xgkRpDP60IqaZV_GZaogf7l512P5QAI8i4KRX4gGcmUpsuT2t84__huAyD89CsLOdl4T2UBBaQXqT1s3G11wpbLUf4-WFOTYWKEYZ67XjDFDGiqA3FK5kpdLQjcdedPyA4wjkC0a8yw0lDqOVtCiz6iaGlE&__tn__=-R


  
 

Tony Gonzales (TX-23)  Research Book |  150  

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 8/16/19] 

 

December 2019: Gonzales Reiterated His Support For An “All Of The Above” Border Security Approach. 

“Our immigration system is broken, and there’s no doubt that reform starts with southern border security. We 

MUST adopt an ‘all-of-the-above’ approach to secure the border and keep our families safe. Washington has been 

talking about it for years, but Congress has failed to make it a reality.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

12/8/19] 

 

Gonzales Later Supported Building A Border Wall Without Qualification  

 

January 2020: Gonzales Supported The Construction Of A Border Wall. “Our immigration system is broken 

— and reform starts with securing our borders. In Congress, I’ll support:      Constructing a wall      Utilizing 

technology to cover rural areas      Increasing manpower along the border      Modernizing our entry/exit process. 

In order to keep our families safe, we MUST adopt a comprehensive, strategic approach to border security. Are you 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/videos/2586184088099778/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCV4mYBFfirbLCTAcFkOWqFKAU6kpdKYdRpO8gk7BRHNP2-Nj8IMrsiD0SoJoVy98bRZ1w5TRSDCJhDoqOYtLdioqWwmLR42sugS2t21mxxRmKlDwB9Mfa8ejSm6WnJ1c4z6gORT1dGAX-vNVB2YltQruaFcbebnmT1DiZ_3oSvh2BvWn3EMcXxu4mX-cUelyAWdWXvWM054xgkRpDP60IqaZV_GZaogf7l512P5QAI8i4KRX4gGcmUpsuT2t84__huAyD89CsLOdl4T2UBBaQXqT1s3G11wpbLUf4-WFOTYWKEYZ67XjDFDGiqA3FK5kpdLQjcdedPyA4wjkC0a8yw0lDqOVtCiz6iaGlE&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2559582607493617/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD2iEAbwp8GsI3TvdVoEkE9WOEPpHpaUe0Ge5YR8qc8uAaSIi4RdcjxQsIcifN8mY8vic_AawEsi4H7j8AeRPnwmK77lQmkAmN5TG9WkpV5V0PTfYw0DqzdVytdsSbXgalY5tX4p0KAkiI_eu9AJNWI2LguaXxAdrdfTNc4SgYbznpGZYxwDiyu8-wr13Z08hN2nJpA8hA9PNPVBezAf3FRvox9bIQhnwtb0aA8hnpiC4T8CsqA3A4imA1mBfCeMk-BEL1gS3D2GljAUD-Ud_mMZaZItg_7g4kJMYh02wA4hYUCL8_LGzBV9vWPS3NKEx4PWI39UxfVCPyA4F56X2bmtOHH&__tn__=-R


  
 

Tony Gonzales (TX-23)  Research Book |  151  

with me? LIKE, SHARE and JOIN #TeamTony! #TX23 #TonyForCongress.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on 

Facebook, 1/6/20] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 1/6/20] 

 

February 2020: Gonzales Said That There “Absolutely” Should Be A Wall, But Just A Wall Was 

Not Enough To Ensure Border Security 

 

Gonzales Said That There “Absolutely” Should Be A Wall. “‘GONZALES: My approach has been, do we need 

a wall? Absolutely.’” [San Angelo Live, 2/5/20] 

 

Gonzales Said That Just A Wall Was Not Enough. “‘GONZALES: This is what I will tell you, security is at the 

heart of everybody’s concern, My approach has been, do we need a wall? Absolutely. But that’s not enough. One, 

we have to cut to the root of the problem. As a Congressman., there’s things that you can do.” [San Angelo Live, 

2/5/20] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2630438317074712/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBnZP6Y8cRibZpcSObkyXg5uj_QrZtpDSIXOvMqDBmhx6qDNaxwH3iakJKicYDHyDWnT0F78bK8j_2aiaOh5e53sptBiyJxCTCju7x4H4igxkq_rhnzbSi2Ny8fY65S_C0S53Cyky9omJaHK_g6RwBbalBArmQwpBMQrmFA8Hp_LUszup3WbSTNU84jAbjcDKSTqv9ldDOuI6w5UhcKiDtG-mD0TRD9HTShn68kjbixrs8ojmoZNYppXkkn84pLqZAl4_RToW1ICoiCl3P1NFduAiWweJx1EIR6yRe_JDtxuuCqFiGTTJ9fOf5_B3Y3iNW21rqLDT1ScX842lBaYS1ED4z2&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2630438317074712/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBnZP6Y8cRibZpcSObkyXg5uj_QrZtpDSIXOvMqDBmhx6qDNaxwH3iakJKicYDHyDWnT0F78bK8j_2aiaOh5e53sptBiyJxCTCju7x4H4igxkq_rhnzbSi2Ny8fY65S_C0S53Cyky9omJaHK_g6RwBbalBArmQwpBMQrmFA8Hp_LUszup3WbSTNU84jAbjcDKSTqv9ldDOuI6w5UhcKiDtG-mD0TRD9HTShn68kjbixrs8ojmoZNYppXkkn84pLqZAl4_RToW1ICoiCl3P1NFduAiWweJx1EIR6yRe_JDtxuuCqFiGTTJ9fOf5_B3Y3iNW21rqLDT1ScX842lBaYS1ED4z2&__tn__=-R
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Gonzales Called The Process Of Seeking Asylum An “Immigration Loophole” Which He Wanted 

To Close 

 

Gonzales Supported Closing What He Called “Immigration Loopholes” Like Legal Status For Asylum 

Seekers. “Q: And the immigration loopholes are things such as coming across the border, declaring asylum… 

GONZALES: ‘Sure’ Q: ‘…and now you’re no longer an illegal immigrant, you’re classified as an asylum seeker 

and you can go to North Dakota and hang out for your court date in two years.’ GONZALES: Yeah, exactly. 

What’s happening, is essentially, everyone knows these loopholes. So, what they’re doing is really exploiting the 

process.” [San Angelo Live, 2/5/20] 

 

Gonzales Said That Abuse Of The Asylum Process Was Crowding Out Legitimate Asylum Seekers. 

“GONZALES: ‘So, what they’re doing is really exploiting the process. And honestly watering down that 

Asylum process. I guarantee you there’s people that legitimately are seeking asylum, but because you have 

everyone falling in that category, you’re losing some of the luster.” [San Angelo Live, 2/5/20] 

 

The Right Of Asylum Is Enshrined In The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. “Everyone has the 

right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.” [Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, Article 14] 

 

Gonzales Called For The End Of Sanctuary Cities 

 

Gonzales Called For The End Of Sanctuary Cities And Threatened To Pull Federal Dollars From Those 

Cities. “GONZALES: ‘We have to end sanctuary cities. I mean it’s ridiculous. I live in San Antonio. It’s 

ridiculous.’ Q: ‘Has San Antonio declared itself a sanctuary city yet?’ GONZALES: ‘It had! You know years 

passed and there’s others across the state. I look at it from a federal standpoint. We are a nation of rule of law and if 

you can’t follow the rules, then why should you be getting federal assistance. I mean, those are things that Congress 

can do.” [San Angelo Live, 2/5/20] 

 

Gonzales Appeared To Agree With Using US Military Forces To Secure The Border 

 

Gonzales Appeared To Agree With Using US Military Forces To Secure The Border. “Q: ‘I believe it was post 

Civil War, President Grant, or it might have been Johnson, sent General Sheridan down with the cavalry to the 

border. So what do you think about using our military at the border?’ GONZALES: ‘Look, my expertise is in 

national security. I’ve done that my entire adult life. I fought in Afghanistan, fought in Iraq. Fought all over the 

world. Border security to me is national security. We need to do whatever it takes in order to secure our border. 

Why? Because the people out in West Texas, they see that every day. […] we owe it to our citizens to protect them, 

whatever that is.’” [San Angelo Live, 2/25/20] 

 

DACA 

 

Gonzales Said That DACA Was “Shoved Down Our Throats” 

 

Gonzales Said That DACA Was “Shoved Down Our Throats.” “GONZALES: ‘Democrats are eating our lunch. 

Why? Because they unite. Whether it’s impeachment. Whether it’s DACA. Whether it’s the Affordable Care Act. 

They unite and they shove it down out throats. How do we fight back against that? We support the president and we 

come together.’” [Bexar County Candidate Forum, 11/21/19] 

 

Cross Border Crime And Cartels 
 

Gonzales Blamed Mexican Drug Cartels For Stymying Trade Between Texas And Mexico 

 

https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
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Gonzales Blamed Mexican Drug Cartels For Stymying Trade Between Texas And Mexico. “GONZALES: I 

look at the economy between Texas and Mexico. I mean it’s booming. Texas and Mexico have a very unique bond 

that go well beyond that border, culturally, economically. How can I strengthen that, right? What is happening is 

these cartels have controlled a lot of these industries, whether that’s limes and avocados or whether that’s 

construction, you name it. So what they’re really doing is the cartels are preventing Texas and Mexico having an 

even further economic development. If I’m a business owner and say I want to invest in Mexico, but I have to go 

through the cartels to do that? I’m going to be leery of putting my money in there. Imagine if we were to get rid of 

that and you had more legitimate companies that would bring more economic opportunity here, beyond the drugs.’” 

[San Angelo Live, 2/5/20] 

 

Gonzales Supported Mexican Drug Cartels Being Designated As Foreign Terrorist Organizations 

 

Gonzales Supported Mexican Drug Cartels Being Designated As Foreign Terrorist Organizations. “Q: ‘What 

do you think about President Trump talking about designating the drug cartels as terrorists? I like it.’ GONZALES: 

‘One thing that the president has done is he calls it the way it is. […] Those cartels, it’s the way it is.’ Q: ‘Got to 

fight fire with fire.’ GONZALES: ‘Absolutely! You look at it for years on end. […] It isn’t a racial issue, it isn’t 

anything like that. It’s just the reality of things. And we need to tackle the reality of things. And part of it is calling 

it the way it is. So, I’m with you. I think the president is right in doing something like that.”  [Pearsall TX, Meet 

and Greet, 12/13/19] 

 

Gonzales Supported Rep. Chip Roy’s Initiative To Have Cartels Designated As Foreign Terrorist 

Organizations.” “Q: ‘What do you think about President Trump talking about designating the drug cartels as 

terrorists? I like it.’ […] GONZALES: ‘I think Chip Roy is right in bringing some of that to Congress and bringing 

legislation that fights back against that.’” [Pearsall TX, Meet and Greet, 12/13/19] 

 

November 2019: Chip Roy Released A Statement In Support Of Donald Trump Designating Mexican 

Drug Cartels As Foreign Terrorist Organizations. “The news that President Trump is poised to declare 

certain dangerous Mexican drug cartels as Foreign Terrorist Organizations is a huge development in taking on 

the absolute evil they perpetrate on Americans, our friends in Mexico, and migrants seeking a better life. […] 

Enough.  These organizations must be identified as the terrorist organizations they are, targeted, and 

destroyed.” [Rep. Chip Roy, 11/26/19]  

https://roy.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-chip-roy-president-trump-considering-designating-certain-mexican-drug
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National Defense & Security Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales supported nearly $3 Trillion in cuts to Defense spending through his advocacy for wide 

ranging budget cuts across the board. 

 

   

Defense Spending 
 

Gonzales A Radical Budget Cut Initiative Known As The “Penny Plan” Which Promised To Make 

Severe Cuts To Defense Spending 

 

Gonzales Supported The Penny Plan. “I would support the Penny Plan, which requires a 1% across the board cut 

every year until the budget is balanced. I would also support a balanced budget amendment and a ‘no budget, no 

pay’ legislation for members of Congress.” [iVoterGuide – Candidate Profile: Tony Gonzales, accessed 8/24/20]  

 

The Penny Plan Would Cut Nearly $3 Trillion Out Of Defense Spending. “The math works like this: For 

six years, the federal government would reduce spending by 1 percent each year. In the seventh year, funding 

would be capped at 18 percent of gross domestic product, which measures the size of the overall economy. By 

the eighth year, the plan would balance the budget and save $7.5 trillion over 10 years. If Congress and the 

president couldn’t reach an agreement about what to cut, the plan would trigger automatic across-the-board 

spending cuts. […] The bottom line, according to the report: Mack’s plan would lead to about $2.89 trillion in 

defense cuts and $2.89 trillion in non-defense programs between 2013-22. The cuts would include about $211 

billion for Medicare and about $1.124 [trillion] for Social Security. […] Nelson said during the debate that 

Connie Mack’s Penny Plan would cut more than $200 billion in Medicare, $1 trillion in Social Security and $3 

trillion in defense. Nelson relied on a study from the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service. It found that 

Mack’s plan, if implemented across all programs, would cut $211 billion in Medicare, $1.124 trillion in Social 

Security and $2.89 trillion in defense. During the debate Nelson didn’t mention the timeframe for those cuts: 

2013-2022, as mentioned in the study. […] Nelson’s claim requires some explanation about the plan and its 

timeline, but his numbers are correct. We rate this claim Mostly True.” [Politifact, 10/24/12] 

 

 

 

 

  

https://ivoterguide.com/candidate?elecK=671&raceK=6581&primarypartyk=R&canK=48845
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2012/oct/24/bill-nelson/bill-nelson-says-connie-macks-penny-plan-would-lea/
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Infrastructure & Transportation Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales said that he supported infrastructure improvements and that it was time to “prioritize Texas 

infrastructure.” 

 

✓ Gonzales blamed House Democrats’ “obsession” with impeachment for blocking an infrastructure bill. 

 

   

Funding 

 

Gonzales Claimed That He Supported Infrastructure Investment And That “Congress Had A Role 

To Play” But Blamed House Democrats For Inaction 

 

Gonzales Claimed That He Supported Infrastructure Investment And That “Congress Had A Role To Play.” 

“Texas is booming — but new growth brings new challenges to maintaining and improving our infrastructure, and 

Congress has a role in addressing the problem.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/7/19] 

 

Gonzales Placed Blame On House Democrats For Lack Infrastructure, Neglecting To Mention The Two 

Years of Total Republican Control Of Government. “Right now, there is bipartisan legislation in Congress to 

invest in our infrastructure, but the Democrats who control the House are so obsessed with impeaching President 

Trump, that they are doing NOTHING to get it passed. This is what is wrong with Washington — prioritizing party 

politics BEFORE helping people.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/7/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/7/19]  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2429984247120121
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2429984247120121
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2429984247120121
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Labor & Working Families 

 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales stated that every American should have the “opportunity” to earn a living wage but did not 

comment on any minimum wage laws. 

 

   

Minimum Wage 
 

Gonzales Wrote That Every American Should Have The “Opportunity” To Earn A Livable Wage 

 

Gonzales Stated That Every American Should Have The “Opportunity” To Earn A Livable Wage. “I believe 

the family unit is at the heart of American society and must be supported with opportunities — NOT government 

handouts. Every American should have the opportunity to earn a livable wage, and that starts with expanding access 

to education and trade certification.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/11/19] 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/11/19]  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2570852186366659/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCgHm0c6HLbM4fLuqBQBKp9mB7MrwmFQuebQ1TG5mzltF-V7pebl-Ucyhk9--jKJU5vUwsg3HGnppdF-d6IhGR58NL3Rmf0_dtxnYO7KCw67rWWpZ_JkpWCt-5QnsAISuRzWP3J-16rz4WqMQJIMKBY1E4h7MD8ogvwZLQ518bCuzaGgUL5igmrGliAKqzmei6P_Npu4K5AHNdSelxxydbzoaiTcuO3eTI9h5y2yVwrvTgj9xoZaBQHBUNJsXM_bygZMjqRUCQqZo1b8lbi9XW54PtVWKQbQXKwPNrIGH9ggL1KM7gewYGENMJ6Ivp39cRb2P0LV3_cluOHnMsCba4JwAWM&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2570852186366659/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCgHm0c6HLbM4fLuqBQBKp9mB7MrwmFQuebQ1TG5mzltF-V7pebl-Ucyhk9--jKJU5vUwsg3HGnppdF-d6IhGR58NL3Rmf0_dtxnYO7KCw67rWWpZ_JkpWCt-5QnsAISuRzWP3J-16rz4WqMQJIMKBY1E4h7MD8ogvwZLQ518bCuzaGgUL5igmrGliAKqzmei6P_Npu4K5AHNdSelxxydbzoaiTcuO3eTI9h5y2yVwrvTgj9xoZaBQHBUNJsXM_bygZMjqRUCQqZo1b8lbi9XW54PtVWKQbQXKwPNrIGH9ggL1KM7gewYGENMJ6Ivp39cRb2P0LV3_cluOHnMsCba4JwAWM&__tn__=-R
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Tax Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales supported expansion of the child tax credit. 

 

✓ Gonzales repeatedly railed against Democrats and accused them of planning to raise taxes. 

 
    

Child Tax Credit 

 

Gonzales Supported Expanding The Child Tax Credit 

 

Gonzales Supported Expanding The Child Tax Credit. “As a father, husband, and son, I strongly believe that 

family should ALWAYS come first. In Congress, I’ll advocate for pro-family legislative policies: ✅ School 

choice ✅ Expanding the child tax credit ✅ Supporting advanced skills to adult learners.” [Tony Gonzales for 

Congress on Facebook, 12/27/19] 
 

 

[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 12/27/19] 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2599496166835594/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBpnZz1_10A556HI20T2-DOR9xj7XE5qYmlbuGtt4xDVVv05o-dAI8QQj7jkcIWecihGTX_h2v1dXo21HJrvDwoSwAuWDN23Jp1NqUsfFhPnn4XTHfkAvF_i2qITAGzObeUa68_NRVGLMMF7VbTohj8xUlfhVNZH99YagoVFW22uqZy-Tr11SCj320nTVZxVAYeFLmYJZPRrwgJen5pfEKpFrU5y_COnBBcWtMlIR5zyTE0kJ35QwIbLRND2jCZyv0JqTBxxJWEDYHCYFB61IB-tGFwErxyTcIk61juElvEDxIU1-rN5rmGAioyNwXyHmF-ULf0zxwv4djzRYZ47hIuThMo&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2599496166835594/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBpnZz1_10A556HI20T2-DOR9xj7XE5qYmlbuGtt4xDVVv05o-dAI8QQj7jkcIWecihGTX_h2v1dXo21HJrvDwoSwAuWDN23Jp1NqUsfFhPnn4XTHfkAvF_i2qITAGzObeUa68_NRVGLMMF7VbTohj8xUlfhVNZH99YagoVFW22uqZy-Tr11SCj320nTVZxVAYeFLmYJZPRrwgJen5pfEKpFrU5y_COnBBcWtMlIR5zyTE0kJ35QwIbLRND2jCZyv0JqTBxxJWEDYHCYFB61IB-tGFwErxyTcIk61juElvEDxIU1-rN5rmGAioyNwXyHmF-ULf0zxwv4djzRYZ47hIuThMo&__tn__=-R
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Tax Cuts 
 

Gonzales Made A Generic Pledge To Cut Taxes And Reduce Regulations 
 

Gonzales Made A Generic Pledge To Cut Taxes And Reduce Regulations, Especially For Small Businesses. 

“The individual knows how to best spend their money, NOT government. That’s why I support CUTTING taxes 

along with unnecessary regulations which increases the cost of doing business for small business owners. In 

Congress, my focus will be on reducing regulations to support the dignity of work for blue-collar Americans who 

are fighting to better the lives of themselves and their families.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 

10/30/19] 
 

Tax Hikes 
 

Gonzales Repeatedly Railed Against Democrats And Accused Them Of Planning To Raise Taxes 

On The Middle Class. 

 

Gonzales Attacked Gina Ortiz Jones And Claimed She Supported Tax Increases to Fund “Socialist Policies.” 

Socialist Democrats have lost their minds... They want MORE taxes?! Gina Ortiz Jones is on record supporting 

single-payer healthcare and Elizabeth Warren has a plan outlining $25 TRILLION (yes, trillion) in tax hikes over 

the next 10 years. Seriously?! #TX23 deserves better. You work hard for your paycheck and deserve to keep 

MORE of that hard-earned money in your wallet. In Congress, I'll fight failed socialist policies and work to end 

their reckless tax and spend agenda. Are you with me?” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/4/19] 

 

 
 

[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/4/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2469980693120476/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCwYpesrFgELlhD2RLiuk5_pavqD_7Acl0fgDd5H_ME-IoENadBEPxryN_gxlMChhQ0l-jxJq6oA8OTaoKCT47e4l9YeBSsuNCHpC7FHb7MHx0TPUNIZs6thgUl_0-V_M8vZpaJGNkVF1qZY0TXT2vzHBXLXBcLXcnEUm-zNWSwp_Gv9IkE-Y6RrvG91tCA6PhTnV_CbpT5tj3BnnVUGhA426M_UokTriIKVUkh5PiPRvtAxSm6g_kvIMMBYcsf5f-Cek47m5H97hfhE19IVNda8qfd6qerCTv0nJETnTXj7Z_NgxdFmELM2fRYhtLL7AG9dbYw656HbGxrwfVcRuuRHrki&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2488858104566068/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAn1AP5ewOonf3EyAXjjLgXMZ0NyK3u4rZLwuBIiz1GJHK4ci7CFdJUd7ReqLb7XGGptJg1vcapC59Zo4GztIFxpYqRNv0QACdgLED4kcryGd1bZri0jTUJ0ClSqi9IOIjLH6i5iIy79xF8mQrPkvbk2rokcVyKcRHtUp4N1FT7V9fGufRfNUnSwe1EPnLjDPs2CJ0yyh7fzO8muwBI9Ns1rEHyRgna8KsPDMm9Qi151W0kJpltVvO89qqYHyFxxIkZv6mNeXB4r7sSGUv0dEsVv843m0wwJ8x01SQOToQ1rL89GpnS_Im1hksG4XeB_rkizeT_1K_RU4Fc0BOEjtxQmQvD&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2488858104566068/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAn1AP5ewOonf3EyAXjjLgXMZ0NyK3u4rZLwuBIiz1GJHK4ci7CFdJUd7ReqLb7XGGptJg1vcapC59Zo4GztIFxpYqRNv0QACdgLED4kcryGd1bZri0jTUJ0ClSqi9IOIjLH6i5iIy79xF8mQrPkvbk2rokcVyKcRHtUp4N1FT7V9fGufRfNUnSwe1EPnLjDPs2CJ0yyh7fzO8muwBI9Ns1rEHyRgna8KsPDMm9Qi151W0kJpltVvO89qqYHyFxxIkZv6mNeXB4r7sSGUv0dEsVv843m0wwJ8x01SQOToQ1rL89GpnS_Im1hksG4XeB_rkizeT_1K_RU4Fc0BOEjtxQmQvD&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/1/19] 

 

State Income Tax 

 

Gonzales Supported A Texas Initiative To Ban A Texas State Income Tax 

 

Gonzales Supported A Texas Initiative To Ban A Texas State Income Tax. “It is great news that Texas Voters 

overwhelmingly chose to ban a state income tax, which will keep Texas Free and prosperous.” [Tony Gonzales for 

Congress on Facebook, 11/6/19] 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2482829061835639
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2492610230857522?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDfOD8UkjU6QNhORgWf2qYw_tFjYxYYSQ_l5Kvv2mdNHVFA_QtC2Yg6aQd1yXEnVtcTdc00cY7FxXhXvRhMUQRyBUz4eCe5IFclMkU3Av5RjYfaZ57E9IDuUkm_clxoAojUeNyOWKuBjmfijNP5RDI-9_z2UD3A8Dt0nJs65oNERWDcweM6Lc1nC4hnMdoYUtas-YlJC1gDbNvYmK0yU8KzqPcYDDLXDFW0ta16kLkaVpa97ohDk6_cxLs6DcXRVCMAWzgts159VRL7Wew3w9_tpguBfU8U4WwW7FhMUKUALy6OzCRctAJc0hzY8agY5o41GAOrnha6LYkEDEbhstiYX5sB&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/6/19]  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2492610230857522?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDfOD8UkjU6QNhORgWf2qYw_tFjYxYYSQ_l5Kvv2mdNHVFA_QtC2Yg6aQd1yXEnVtcTdc00cY7FxXhXvRhMUQRyBUz4eCe5IFclMkU3Av5RjYfaZ57E9IDuUkm_clxoAojUeNyOWKuBjmfijNP5RDI-9_z2UD3A8Dt0nJs65oNERWDcweM6Lc1nC4hnMdoYUtas-YlJC1gDbNvYmK0yU8KzqPcYDDLXDFW0ta16kLkaVpa97ohDk6_cxLs6DcXRVCMAWzgts159VRL7Wew3w9_tpguBfU8U4WwW7FhMUKUALy6OzCRctAJc0hzY8agY5o41GAOrnha6LYkEDEbhstiYX5sB&__tn__=-R
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Trade & Outsourcing Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales supported the USMCA trade agreement and praised it as a potential “political victory” for 

Trump. 

 

   

United States-Canada-Mexico Agreement (USMCA) 

 

Gonzales Supported The Passage Of The USMCA And Praised It As A Potential “Political Victory” 

For Trump 

 

Gonzales Said That USMA Would Strengthen Texas’s Economy And Create Jobs. “Democrats in Congress 

are so obsessed with impeaching President Trump they are IGNORING important issues like trade. USMCA is a 

bipartisan trade deal that would create new jobs and strengthen Texas' economy.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on 

Facebook, 10/4/19] 

 

Gonzales Accused Democrats Of Denying Trump A “Political Victory” In The Form of The USMA. 

“Democrats in Congress are so obsessed with impeaching President Trump they are IGNORING important issues 

like trade. USMCA is a bipartisan trade deal that would create new jobs and strengthen Texas' economy. Even the 

Washington Post admitted that the Democrats' opposition to approving the deal is based purely on denying 

President Trump a political victory. Putting politics over good policy is exactly what is wrong with Washington.” 

[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/4/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2424107104374502/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAc0yanLMODkBgPAuaQtS_lf9iY2wyq15ySu7t0oYAVziCgYwxI6A2FHp4Y4ksqTsd9e8aA35b0NwLxVCiqwNjOFeAgdAa3dtLrNHT85QrC9LkSj2yznf4Yi7WhTajy4vVVRZuCjhXX8JxE8Z8WEhUenypJqJeN6y0RdjcjZhCj19ztsT02TfrC771OnxyXfQeZUSB6ZRKHcMZKeshP0sJSqlFkE57yHW98en5wFOZQjNzR7E5Tw3qaRk1WmM5TSka56aZrTXSEF1_dhjnFX_JKDLSBYVm01F6-G5rYeEYkj5g5slxgnf25LLmZjh13--k8u_jbktMdRPCc9MQxsD0B480A&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2424107104374502/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAc0yanLMODkBgPAuaQtS_lf9iY2wyq15ySu7t0oYAVziCgYwxI6A2FHp4Y4ksqTsd9e8aA35b0NwLxVCiqwNjOFeAgdAa3dtLrNHT85QrC9LkSj2yznf4Yi7WhTajy4vVVRZuCjhXX8JxE8Z8WEhUenypJqJeN6y0RdjcjZhCj19ztsT02TfrC771OnxyXfQeZUSB6ZRKHcMZKeshP0sJSqlFkE57yHW98en5wFOZQjNzR7E5Tw3qaRk1WmM5TSka56aZrTXSEF1_dhjnFX_JKDLSBYVm01F6-G5rYeEYkj5g5slxgnf25LLmZjh13--k8u_jbktMdRPCc9MQxsD0B480A&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 10/4/19] 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/photos/a.2306895642762316/2424107104374502/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAc0yanLMODkBgPAuaQtS_lf9iY2wyq15ySu7t0oYAVziCgYwxI6A2FHp4Y4ksqTsd9e8aA35b0NwLxVCiqwNjOFeAgdAa3dtLrNHT85QrC9LkSj2yznf4Yi7WhTajy4vVVRZuCjhXX8JxE8Z8WEhUenypJqJeN6y0RdjcjZhCj19ztsT02TfrC771OnxyXfQeZUSB6ZRKHcMZKeshP0sJSqlFkE57yHW98en5wFOZQjNzR7E5Tw3qaRk1WmM5TSka56aZrTXSEF1_dhjnFX_JKDLSBYVm01F6-G5rYeEYkj5g5slxgnf25LLmZjh13--k8u_jbktMdRPCc9MQxsD0B480A&__tn__=-R
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Veterans & Military Family Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓ Gonzales called on Navy officials to testify before Congress in response to a string of suicides on board 

a Navy ship. 

 

✓ Gonzales also called for the Construction of more ships, which he said would ease the operational 

burden of sailors. 

 

✓ Gonzales touted the passage of the 2017 VA Accountability Act, which he claimed to help develop. The 

bill was seen as a “massive failure.” In 2018, Republican Rep. Fitzpatrick introduced legislation to 

repeal the bill. 

 
   

Military Personnel 
 

Gonzales Called On The Construction Of More Ships And Navy Officials To Testify In Response 

To Reports Of A String Of Suicides On USS George H.W. Bush  

 

Gonzales Responded To A Report Detailing A Spate Of Suicides On A Navy Ship And Called On The 

Construction Of More Vessels To Ease The Burden Of Navy Personnel. “I’ve spent the past 20 years leading 

Sailors, this news saddens and angers me but doesn’t surprise me. Sailors often suffer in silence as their operational 

tempo pushes them to the brink. Part of me running for Congress includes support for building more damn ships to 

lighten the stress put on our men and women in uniform! Second is holding the Navy accountable for ensuring our 

country’s finest return home.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 9/23/19] 

 

Gonzales Called On Navy Officials To Testify Before Congress To Explain Their Efforts On Servicemember 

Suicide Prevention. “As a parent I’m outraged. The Navy needs to be brought before Congress to explain what 

they’re doing to prevent suicides across the fleet.” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 9/23/19] 

 

Veterans’ Administration 
 

Gonzales Supported The 2017 VA Accountability And Whistleblower Protection Act, And Claimed 

To Have Helped Create The Bill During His Tenure As A Legislative Fellow 

 

Gonzales Praised The 2017 VA Accountability Act And Claimed To Help Create It 

 

Gonzales Praised The 2017 VA Accountability Act And Claimed To Help Create It. “Well said, Vice President 

Pence. As a former DOD Legislative Fellow, I’m proud to have helped President Trump pass the VA 

Accountability Act during his first year in office. The best way to support the President is by winning back the 

House!” [Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/19/19] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2522916961160182?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCVQf88sa0DN1UUf3CuQhvwyic-u7VjNAGEt6-8sOkBzSvUVKzcPbfJPwUjTUnt7vr37pAU8et4242DOfO-tAJyHs9TevcqeERO5Bbn5fpeHAYAnXTvqY3UXbPuYiOVR7qWmhPpfdo1QjPcCjOxCicckza14WUQS1mNJVPrBrHBW9d7wu57P4EUv2N7DxCNr9H8xvlOdHbWmuc9Uk9vpTt0En1xpNWaJ7wIE7SLg-T4ZgazbjC7GPg4CyaKc6PYL7krDkHSR-GRVvZifFVcCdTwkCbTFLW_szPRApps0FUKfG-ncUT7tFTOUTWWZDjmCH6lVdXRJ7TCUV63jk9Xvq1nLNEPC5DLEGbH912uKd3IrilYgwUVyGwTY4fAZR3RPsiwxSZG4nz3FraswXBxugmWZfJwgxeKxf78rq6GqfHiGR4uXBi5hyZNRQNgp_GXLpBrci6FeqpeF0bhAN7yPRG6Ymgu48GQ-I0PAa0t12RENO8mHn5OnSR3uDwHkA&__tn__=-R
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[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/19/19] 

 

 

 
[Tony Gonzales for Congress on Facebook, 11/19/19] 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/videos/1587714201387230/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBN9Ru6AvbegC6oqWgMB8utz5-weTXoCaJ11pBc2lqk8lIgg5IMdaTtd9TPgfEFYzhwutswm0LAtdJo3JI6gczAkj0F34sjUQ_ULddL3eLFoIfwpPCa6pIH6bSQzYdJz6ai6lwe8xtm4JP4wUrQ9XiHHLd2PLsNSgqhOWzKsImvd-vrS5-fD9YmBy5-gGJ3V1jtrvJhlPdpiqcK5mi4NcXmH_Y8PnHsAlItgkT5fapgsgAxXvshF4I6zvj0t7julo8Pv_WZwJrBtf3JvNnEuO6EBeHPJS2L9sqjyn7ny995DiLTnumgcYGKlkMDJ1s_KcB5Pz5OIqOON6GPhFepmnUmdy3kGaWZ5wA1f_OX&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/TonyGonzalesForCongress/posts/2522916961160182?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCVQf88sa0DN1UUf3CuQhvwyic-u7VjNAGEt6-8sOkBzSvUVKzcPbfJPwUjTUnt7vr37pAU8et4242DOfO-tAJyHs9TevcqeERO5Bbn5fpeHAYAnXTvqY3UXbPuYiOVR7qWmhPpfdo1QjPcCjOxCicckza14WUQS1mNJVPrBrHBW9d7wu57P4EUv2N7DxCNr9H8xvlOdHbWmuc9Uk9vpTt0En1xpNWaJ7wIE7SLg-T4ZgazbjC7GPg4CyaKc6PYL7krDkHSR-GRVvZifFVcCdTwkCbTFLW_szPRApps0FUKfG-ncUT7tFTOUTWWZDjmCH6lVdXRJ7TCUV63jk9Xvq1nLNEPC5DLEGbH912uKd3IrilYgwUVyGwTY4fAZR3RPsiwxSZG4nz3FraswXBxugmWZfJwgxeKxf78rq6GqfHiGR4uXBi5hyZNRQNgp_GXLpBrci6FeqpeF0bhAN7yPRG6Ymgu48GQ-I0PAa0t12RENO8mHn5OnSR3uDwHkA&__tn__=-R
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2017: The Trump VA Accountability Act Was Passed Into Law, Claiming To Cut Bureaucracy And Improve 

Veterans’ Access To Healthcare 

 

Trump Signed The 2017 Accountability Act And Praised It As Correcting A “National Disgrace” From The 

Obama Administration. “President Trump signed a law Friday that makes it easier for the Department of Veterans 

Affairs to fire employees for wrongdoing and adds protections for whistleblowers in the VA. Responding to an 

Obama-era scandal in which veterans died waiting for doctor’s appointments, Mr. Trump said the Department of 

Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act of 2017 will ‘make sure that the scandal we 

suffered so /recently never, ever happens again.’” [Washington Times, 7/23/17] 

 

2018: The VA Accountability Act Was Seen As A “Massive Failure” By Government Employees  

 

A Year After It Was Passed, The VA Accountability Act Was Described As A “Massive Failure.” “On June 

23 last year, President Trump signed into law the Veterans Affairs Accountability Act, promising to help the VA 

get rid of unethical managers and help veterans get their health care faster. The act came into existence allegedly 

due to the wait list scandal in which managers manipulated the data to qualify for big bonuses. But one year after 

the bill became law, it has been a massive failure – as we predicted. Instead of making the VA more efficient, it's 

created even more damage to this massive agency that takes care of nine million veterans every year.” [American 

Federation of Government Employees, 7/18/18]  

 

Republican Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick Sought To Repeal The VA Accountability Act. “The worst part is, despite 

the efforts of some lawmakers like Representative Brian Fitzpatrick (R-P) to repeal the bill, the administration is 

trying to implement this law governmentwide.” [American Federation of Government Employees, 7/18/18] 

 

HEADLINE: One Year Later, VA Accountability Act Is A Massive Failure. [American Federation of 

Government Employees, 7/18/18] 

 

The VA Accountability Act Reduced Accountability And Allowed VA Supervisors Fire Over 1,000 Veteran 

Employees. “Just last month, the department released its quarterly update on the Accountability Act, and the 

numbers were harrowing. So far, using the act, 2,558 workers at the VA have been fired. Not even 1 percent were 

supervisors. Instead, we’ve seen hundreds of housekeeping aides, nursing assistants, food service workers, and 

medical support assistants – most all of whom earn less than $40,000 a year – lose their job. Nearly 40 percent of 

VA employees are veterans, and many of those veterans have service-connected disabilities; which means President 

Trump is gleefully telling crowds he’s responsible for more than 1,000 veterans being fired.” [J. David Cox 

Column, The Hill, 7/23/18] 

 

The VA Accountability Allowed Supervisors To “Run Amok” And Retaliate Against Whistleblowers. 

“The Accountability Act was billed as a way to remove bad managers and supervisors causing problems at the 

VA. But, it has actually had nearly the opposite effect. After implementation at the VA, the “accountability” 

law has allowed managers to run amok. They’re using the legislation to fire disabled veterans, silence and 

retaliate against whistleblowers, and divert attention from their failure to hold supervisors – who are the root 

cause of problems at the VA – accountable.” [J. David Cox Column, The Hill, 7/23/18] 

 

 

 

  

https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/jun/23/donald-trump-signs-va-accountability-act-law-promi/
https://www.afge.org/article/one-year-later-va-accountability-act-is-a-massive-failure/
https://www.afge.org/article/one-year-later-va-accountability-act-is-a-massive-failure/
https://www.afge.org/article/one-year-later-va-accountability-act-is-a-massive-failure/
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/398315-accounting-for-bad-management-the-va-accountability-act-turns
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/398315-accounting-for-bad-management-the-va-accountability-act-turns
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Seniors’ Issues 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

✓  

 

 

Medicare  

 

Gonzales Supported Devastating Budget Cuts To Medicare Of Over $200 Billion, Threatening The 

Lives Of Thousands Of Texans In The 23rd District 

 

Gonzales Supported The Penny Plan. “I would support the Penny Plan, which requires a 1% across the board cut 

every year until the budget is balanced. I would also support a balanced budget amendment and a ‘no budget, no 

pay’ legislation for members of Congress.” [iVoterGuide – Candidate Profile: Tony Gonzales, accessed 8/24/20]  

 

The Penny Plan Would Cut Over $200 Billion Out Of Medicare And Over $1 Trillion Out Of Social 

Security. “The math works like this: For six years, the federal government would reduce spending by 1 percent 

each year. In the seventh year, funding would be capped at 18 percent of gross domestic product, which 

measures the size of the overall economy. By the eighth year, the plan would balance the budget and save $7.5 

trillion over 10 years. If Congress and the president couldn’t reach an agreement about what to cut, the plan 

would trigger automatic across-the-board spending cuts. […] The bottom line, according to the report: Mack’s 

plan would lead to about $2.89 trillion in defense cuts and $2.89 trillion in non-defense programs between 

2013-22. The cuts would include about $211 billion for Medicare and about $1.124 [trillion] for Social 

Security. […] Nelson said during the debate that Connie Mack’s Penny Plan would cut more than $200 billion 

in Medicare, $1 trillion in Social Security and $3 trillion in defense. Nelson relied on a study from the 

nonpartisan Congressional Research Service. It found that Mack’s plan, if implemented across all programs, 

would cut $211 billion in Medicare, $1.124 trillion in Social Security and $2.89 trillion in defense. During the 

debate Nelson didn’t mention the timeframe for those cuts: 2013-2022, as mentioned in the study. […] 

Nelson’s claim requires some explanation about the plan and its timeline, but his numbers are correct. We rate 

this claim Mostly True.” [Politifact, 10/24/12] 

 

Over 125,000 Texans Would Be Put At Risk By These Reckless Cuts 

 

2019: 125,180 Texans In The 23rd District Were Eligible For Medicare Benefits. [Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services, 7/1/19] 

 

Social Security  
   

Gonzales Supported Wide Reaching Cuts To Social Security Of Over $1Trillion 

 

Gonzales Supported The Penny Plan. “I would support the Penny Plan, which requires a 1% across the board cut 

every year until the budget is balanced. I would also support a balanced budget amendment and a ‘no budget, no 

pay’ legislation for members of Congress.” [iVoterGuide – Candidate Profile: Tony Gonzales, accessed 8/24/20]  

 

The Penny Plan Would Cut Over $1 Trillion Out Of Social Security. “The math works like this: For six 

years, the federal government would reduce spending by 1 percent each year. In the seventh year, funding 

would be capped at 18 percent of gross domestic product, which measures the size of the overall economy. By 

the eighth year, the plan would balance the budget and save $7.5 trillion over 10 years. If Congress and the 

president couldn’t reach an agreement about what to cut, the plan would trigger automatic across-the-board 

https://ivoterguide.com/candidate?elecK=671&raceK=6581&primarypartyk=R&canK=48845
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2012/oct/24/bill-nelson/bill-nelson-says-connie-macks-penny-plan-would-lea/
https://www.cms.gov/files/zip/2019-congressional-district-report.zip
https://ivoterguide.com/candidate?elecK=671&raceK=6581&primarypartyk=R&canK=48845
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spending cuts. […] The bottom line, according to the report: Mack’s plan would lead to about $2.89 trillion in 

defense cuts and $2.89 trillion in non-defense programs between 2013-22. The cuts would include about $211 

billion for Medicare and about $1.124 [trillion] for Social Security. […] Nelson said during the debate that 

Connie Mack’s Penny Plan would cut more than $200 billion in Medicare, $1 trillion in Social Security and $3 

trillion in defense. Nelson relied on a study from the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service. It found that 

Mack’s plan, if implemented across all programs, would cut $211 billion in Medicare, $1.124 trillion in Social 

Security and $2.89 trillion in defense. During the debate Nelson didn’t mention the timeframe for those cuts: 

2013-2022, as mentioned in the study. […] Nelson’s claim requires some explanation about the plan and its 

timeline, but his numbers are correct. We rate this claim Mostly True.” [Politifact, 10/24/12] 

 

Gonzales’ Reckless Cutting Would Threaten To Eliminate Social Security Benefits For Nearly 100,000 

Seniors In TX-23 

 

December 2019: 97,651 Seniors In TX-23 Received Social Security Benefits. [Social Security Administration, 

December 2019] 
 

 

  

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2012/oct/24/bill-nelson/bill-nelson-says-connie-macks-penny-plan-would-lea/
https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/factsheets/cong_stats/2019/tx.pdf
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Appendix I – Personal Financial Disclosures 
 

2019 Federal Personal Financial Disclosure 

 

Gonzales Was In Debt 

 

In 2019, Gonzales Had An Estimated Net Worth Of Between –$624,997 And –$185,000. 

 

In 2019, Gonzales Had An Estimated Net Worth Of Between –$624,997 And –$185,000. [Financial Disclosure 

Report, Clerk of The House Of Representatives, Filing ID #10029567, filed 09/30/19] 

 

Earned Income 

  

2019: Gonzales Reported 138,838.05$  In Earned Income 

 
2019 Tony Gonzales Earned Income 

Source Type Amount 

Department of the Air Force Spouse Salary $89,827 

US Navy Military Retirement Pay $32,520 

US Navy Reserve Spouse Reserve Pay $13,712.05 

UMUC Adjunct Faculty $2,779.00 

[Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk of The House Of Representatives, Filing ID #10029567, filed 09/30/19] 

 

Assets & Unearned Income 

 

2019: Gonzales Reported Between $20,006 And $125,000 In Assets In Assets And Between $2,505 And $5,800 

In Income From Those Assets 

 

2019: Gonzales Reported Between $20,006 And $125,000 In Assets In Assets And Between $2,505 And $5,800 

In Income From Those Assets. [Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk of The House Of Representatives, Filing ID 

#10029567, filed 09/30/19] 

 
Tony Gonzales 2019 Assets & “Unearned” Income 

SP/DC/

JT 
Asset 

Year-End Value Type Of 

Income 

Amount Of Income Tx. > 

$1,000 Min Max Min Max 

 Citibank $1,001 $15,000 None N/A N/A N/A 

 Hawaii Electric 

Industries, Inc. 

$1,001 $15,000 Sold stock $2,501 $5,000 Yes 

 L3 IRA $1,001 $15,000 Dividends $1 $200 N/A 

SP USAA IRA $1,001 $15,000 Dividends $1 $200 N/A 

DC USAA IRA - Child $1,001 $15,000 Dividends $1 $200 N/A 

JT USAA Savings Bank $15,001 $50,000 Interest $1 $200 N/A 

  Total: $20,006 $125,000 Total: $2,505 $5,800   

[Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk of The House Of Representatives, Filing ID #10029567, filed 09/30/19] 

 

Transactions 

 

2019: Gonzales Did Not Report Any Transactions 
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2019: Gonzales Did Not Report Any Transactions. [Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk of The House Of 

Representatives, Filing ID #10029567, filed 09/30/19] 

 

Liabilities 

 

2019: Gonzales Reported Between $310,002 And $615,000 In Liabilities 

 

2019: Gonzales Reported Between $310,002 And $645,000 In Liabilities. [Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk of 

The House Of Representatives, Filing ID #10029567, filed 09/30/19] 

 
2019 Tony Gonzales Liabilities 

Owner Creditor 
Date 

Incurred 
Type 

Amount Of 

Liability 

SP US Bank 2016 Credit Card $10,000-$15,000 

SP USAA 2014 Credit Card $10,000-$15,000 

JT Navy Federal Credit Union 2015 Credit Card $10,000-$15,000 

 American Express 2013 Credit Card $15,001-$50,000 

 Navy Federal Credit Union October 2013 Mortgage $250,001-$500,000 

 USAA 2019 Vehicle $15,001-$50,000 

   Total $310,002 - $645,000 

[Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk of The House Of Representatives, Filing ID #10029567, filed 09/30/19] 

 

Positions 

 

2019: Gonzales Reported Holding Position Of President At His Foundation And As A Member Of The Head 

Start Policy Council 

 
2019 Tony Gonzales Positions 

Position Name Of Organization 

President Tony Gonzales Foundation 

Policy Council Member Head Start Policy Council 

[Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk of The House Of Representatives, Filing ID #10029567, filed 09/30/19] 
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Appendix II – Campaign Finance 
 

 

Items of Interest 

 

✓ As of the end of Q4 2019, Gonzales’s campaign had raised $385,364.17 and spent $118,522.66. 

 

✓ Gonzales filed his candidacy in May 2019, months before his formal discharge from the Navy in August 

2019, in violation of DoD regulations. 

 

✓ Gonzales received campaign contributions from members of the military before his formal 

discharge from the Navy, in further violation of DoD regulations. 

 

✓ As of Q3 2019, The Gonzales campaign had not raised more than $100,000 with Gonzales’s personal 

and family contributions deducted. 

 

✓ In August 2019, Gonzales loaned his own campaign $65,000. 

 

✓ Gonzales and his family accounted for over half of total campaign receipts. 

 

✓ In September 2019, Gonzales claimed that his campaign had raised over $100,000. 

 

✓ As of Q4 2019, the total amount of contributions from Gonzales’s family was $32,421, over 12% 

of individual contributions. 

 

✓ Gonzales’s family members were paid $23,165.50 to staff the campaign. 

 

✓ A faculty member at the University of Southern Mississippi, where Gonzales studied, attempted to skirt 

legal contribution limits by doubling and tripling the maximum limits in donations to Gonzales through 

an LLC and associated corporation. 

 

✓ The FEC requested that the Gonzales campaign return contributions from the corporation in 

question. 

 

✓ The Gonzales campaign returned the contributions from Butler but no action has been taken by 

the FEC or the Gonzales campaign regarding Butler’s LLC as of January 2020. 

 

✓ In Q4 2019, Gonzales received $10,000 from Will Hurd’s leadership PAC. 

 

✓ Gonzales loaned his own campaign $65,000. 

 

✓ As of the end of Q4 2019, Gonzales received $6,000 from other committees and PACs. 

 

✓ In Q4, Gonzales received $1,000 from a PAC associated with CoreCivic, Inc, a private prison company. 

 

 

Toplines 
 

As Of Q4 Of 2019, Gonzales’s Campaign Raised $385,364.17 and spent $118,522.66 
 

Tony Gonzales 2020 Congress Campaign Committee Funds 
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Cycle 

Total Receipts Total Disbursements 

Total Indivs 
Party 

Cmtes 

Other 

Cmtes 

Candidate 

Cntribtns 
Loans Total 

Operating 

Expdts 
Refunds 

2020 $385,364.17 $269,382.02 $0 $49,000.00 $1,982.15 $65,000.00 $118,522.66 $103,017.16 $15,005.50 

[FEC Committee Candidate and Committee Viewer, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

August 2019: Gonzales Loaned His Campaign $65,000 And Then Bragged To The Media About His 

Fundraising Successes 

 

Gonzales’ Contributions Accounted For Over 40% Of Total Campaign Receipts 

 

As Of The Third Quarter Of 2019, Gonzales’ Total Campaign Receipts, Including His Self-Fundraising, Was 

$151,791.65. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/6/20] 

 

8/31/19: Gonzales Loaned His Campaign $65,000. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/3/20] 

 

 
[Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/3/20] 

 

9/30/19: Gonzales Contributed $1,982.15 To His Campaign. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/3/20] 

 

Gonzales Told Media That His Campaign Had Raised Over $100,000 In His First Month 

 

September 2019: Gonzales Told Politico That His Campaign Had Raised $100,000, Neglecting To Mention 

His Personal Contributions. “Republican Tony Gonzales, who is running in TX-23, said he raised $100,000 in his 

first month as a candidate.” [Politico, 9/4/19] 

 

Gonzales Accepted Campaign Contributions From Active Duty Servicemembers While Active Duty 

Himself, In Violation Of DoD Directive 

 

August 7th 2019: Gonzales Was Officially Discharged From The Navy 

 

8/7/19: Gonzales Was Officially Discharged From Active Duty And Transferred To The Fleet Reserve. 

[United States Navy Personnel Command, DD Form 4/1, 8/7/19] 

 

file://///D3CFILE01/research/Candidates%20&%20Campaigns/Texas/Gonzales,%20Tony/Book/Drafts%20Folder/%5bFederal%20Election%20Commission,%20accessed%201/3/20%5d
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077530
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077530
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077529
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-score/2019/09/04/the-first-shoe-drops-after-hickenloopers-senate-switch-730324
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The San Antonio-Express News Reported Gonzales’s Last Day In Uniform As 7/31/19. “Today will be 

Tony Gonzales’ last day in uniform. Thursday will be his first day as a politician. Gonzales, a San Antonian 

who has served 20 years in the Navy — including stints in Iraq and Afghanistan — is getting set to launch his 

first political campaign. Say this for him: He didn’t give himself an easy mission. For his first political 

swimming lesson, he’s jumping right into the deep end of the pool.” [San Antonio Express-News, 7/31/19] 

 

DoD Regulation Prohibited Solicitation Or Receipt Of Campaign Contributions From Active Duty 

Servicemembers By Other Active Duty Servicemembers 

 

DoD Directive 1344.10 Also Prohibited Receipt Or Solicitation Of Campaign Contributions From Any Other 

Member Of The Armed Forces. “4.1.2. A member of the Armed Forces on active duty shall not: […] 4.1.2.16. 

Make a campaign contribution to or receive or solicit (on one’s own behalf) a campaign contribution from, any 

other member of the Armed Forces on active duty. Any contributions not prohibited by this subparagraph remain 

subject to the gift provisions of sections 2635.301-2635.304 of title 5, Code of Federal Regulations (Reference 

(f)).” [Department of Defense, Directive 1344.10, 2/19/08] 

 

Gonzales Received $3,055.50 In Contributions From Members Of The Armed Forces Before His Formal 

Discharge Date 

 

8/1/19: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $2,305.50 From Angel Gonzales, Tony Gonzales’s Wife, And 

An Employee Of The Department Of Defense. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/27/20] 

 

8/1/19: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $500 From Michael Hettinger, An Employee Of The U.S. 

Navy. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/27/20] 

 

8/3/19: Tony Gonzales For Congress Received $250 Puni Alefaio, An Employee Of The U.S. Navy. [Federal 

Election Commission, accessed 1/27/20] 

 

2019: Gonzales’ Family Contributed More Than $32,421 To His Campaign, Over 12% Of 

Individual Contributions 

 

Campaign Contributions - Gonzales’s Family 

Name 
Relationship To 

Gonzales 
Gross Contributions Amount Refunded 

Net 

Contribution 

Christina Gonzales Daughter $700 $300 $400 

Angel Gonzales Wife $10,311 $2,305.50 $8,500.50 

Rachel Pena Mother $7,900 $700 $7,200 

Anthony Rubalcava Half-Brother $2,110 $900 $1,200 

Fidencio Rubalcava Half-Brother $1,000 $900 $100 

Simona Rubalcava Sister In-Law $10,400 $4,800 $5,600 

Total  $32,421 $9,950.50 $23,00.50 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Family Members Were Paid $23,165.50 To Staff The Campaign 

 

Gonzales’s Mother, Rachel Pena, Was Paid $7,700 By The Gonzales Campaign For Work As A Scheduler 

 

As Of Q4 2019, Rachel Pena Had Been Paid $7,700 For Administrative And Scheduling Services By The 

Gonzales Campaign. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Wife, Angel Gonzales, Was Paid 8,305.5$ 0 For Treasury Management And For In-Kind Services 

https://www.expressnews.com/news/news_columnists/gilbert_garcia/article/San-Antonio-Navy-vet-sets-his-sights-on-14268343.php?fbclid=IwAR2ZHDgyowY5dIgJReYtpRXkhTLOSCOW2Fxg9_XzYn8t5kddvSuk43oQO7I
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodd/134410p.pdf
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077501
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077508
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077493
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As Of January 2020, Angel Gonzales Had Been Paid For Administrative And Scheduling Services 0 8,305.5$

By The Gonzales Campaign. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/15/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Sister-In-Law, Simona Rubalcava, Was Paid $7,000 By The Gonzales Campaign For Work As A 

Volunteer Coordinator 

 

As Of Q4 2019, Simona Rubalcava Had Been Paid $7,000 By The Gonzales Campaign For Work As 

Volunteer Coordinator. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Half-Brother, Fidencio Rubalcava, Was Paid $1,000 By The Gonzales Campaign For Audiovisual 

And Photography Work 

 

As of January 2020, Fidencio Rubalcava Had Been Paid $1,000 By The Gonzales Campaign For Audiovisual 

And Photography Work. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/15/20] 

 

Gonzales’s Half-Brother, Anthony Rubalcava, Was Paid $1,160 By The Gonzales Campaign For Event And 

Canvassing Work 

 

As of January 2020, Anthony Rubalcava Had Been Paid $1,160 By The Gonzales Campaign For Event And 

Canvassing Work. [Federal Election Commission, accessed 1/15/20] 

 

A Professor At A University Gonzales Attended Exceeded Legal Contribution Limits To Gonzales’s 

Campaign Through An LLC 

 

Campaign Contributions – David Butler  

Date Name Or Entity 
Campaign 

Fund 

Gross 

Contribution 

Amount 

Refunded 

Net 

Contribution 

7/31/19 David Butler Primary $2,800 $0 $2,800 

7/31/19 David Butler Runoff $2,800 $0 $2,800 

7/31/19 Butler Rentals, LLC Primary $2,800 $0 $2,800 

7/31/19 Daedalus 

Corporation 

Primary $2,800 $2,800 $0 

9/30/19 Butler Rentals, LLC General $2,800 $0 $2,800 

9/30/19 David Butler General $2,800 $0 $2,800 

9/30/19 Daedalus 

Corporation 

General $2,800 $2,800 $0 

Total   $19,600 $5,600 $14,000 

[Federal Election Commission, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Tony Gonzales Did Not Have A Leadership PAC 

 

Tony Gonzales Did Not Have A Leadership PAC In The 2020 Cycle. [FEC Committee Candidate and 

Committee Viewer, accessed 1/2/20] 

 

As Of Q4 Of 2019, Gonzales’s Campaign Committee Received 84.61% Of His Contributions From 

Individual Contributors And 15.39% From PACs 

 

Source Of Gonzales’s Congressional Campaign Committee Funds 

https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00706614&recipient_name=Angel&two_year_transaction_period=2020
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077540
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?201911259166077539
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Category # % 

Itemized Individual Contributors $256,231.00 84.61% 

Unitemized Individual Contributors $13,151.02 4.13% 

Other Committee Contributions $49,000.00 15.39% 

[FEC Committee Candidate and Committee Viewer, accessed 2/11/19] 

 

Breakdown Of PAC Contribution Types 

 

Tony Gonzales for Congress - PAC Contributions  

Row Labels 

Sum of 

Aggregate 

TONY GONZALES FOR CONGRESS  

Leadership  

Reclaim America PAC – Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) $1,000 

Boots Political Action Committee - Rep. Markwayne Mullin (R-OK) $1,000 

Building Renewal In America Now PAC – Brian Babin (R-TX) $1,000 

Texas Republicans United PAC – Mike McCaul (R-TX) $2,500 

Spirit of ’76 PAC – Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-TX) $2,500 

Having Unwavering Resolve & Determination – Will Hurd (R-TX) $10,000 

Friends of Susan Brooks – Susan Brooks (R-IN) $1,000 

Making America Prosperous PAC – Kevin Brady (R-TX) $5,000 

Banking  

International Bank Of Commerce Committee For Improvement And Betterment Of The 

Country $2,000 

Construction  

The Continuum Fund, Zachry Holdings, Inc. $1,000 

Fluor PAC $2,500 

Associated General Contractors of America $2,500 

Defense  

Chenga Corporation PAC $2,000 

Energy  

Nustar Energy L.P. (Nustar PAC) $500 

Private Prisons  

CoreCivic, Inc. PAC $1,000 

Public Sector Unions  

FAA Managers Association Inc. PAC $2,500 

Grand Total $46,000 

[FEC, accessed 2/11/20] 

 

Top Overall Industries 

 

NOTE: The Center for Responsive Politics has not yet posted data pertinent to Tony Gonzales’s 2020 

congressional campaign. This section will be updated once the data is posted. 

 

Top Overall Sectors 
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NOTE: The Center for Responsive Politics has not yet posted data pertinent to Tony Gonzales’s 2020 

congressional campaign. This section will be updated once the data is posted. 

 

Top Campaign Committee Contributors 

 

Gonzales Campaign Finance - Campaign Committee Contributions  

Committee Year 

Qua-

rter Contributor State Date 

Contribution 

Amount 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 

Ernest Anthony Gonzales 

II TX 8/31/19 

$65,000 

(loan) 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q4 

Having Unwavering 

Resolve And 

Determination TX 12/31/19 $5,000 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019  

Having Unwavering 

Resolve And 

Determination TX 12/31/19 $5,000 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 Doulas Smith TX 9/7/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 John Rhodes, Jr. TX 8/12/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 John Rhodes, Jr. TX 8/12/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 Rachel Pena TX 9/1/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 Angel Gonzales TX 9/5/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 Angel Gonzales TX 9/5/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 Daniela Glover TN 9/17/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 David Butler TN 9/30/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 David Butler TN 7/31/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 David Butler TN 7/31/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 Butler  Rentals, LLC TN 7/31/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 Butler Rentals, LLC TN 9/30/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 Henry Bonilla TX 8/14/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress 2019 Q3 Douglas Aldeen TX 9/9/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress  2019 Q3 Daedalus Corporation TN 7/31/19 $2,800 

Tony Gonzales For Congress  2019 Q3 Daedalus Corporation TN 9/30/19 $2,800 

                  [FEC, accessed 2/11/20] 
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Appendix III – Paid Media Summary 
 

NOTE: As of January 2020 there was not yet any paid media for Tony Gonzales during the 2020 cycle. This section 

will be updated once paid media content emerges. 

 

 


