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Monica De La Cruz Overview Backup 
 

Monica De La Cruz went to Washington and became just another corrupt politician willing to do 

anything to stay in power. 

 

Monica De La Cruz Went To Washington And Became Just Another Corrupt 

Politician Willing To Do Anything To Stay In Power. 

 

De La Cruz Received Nearly $50,000 From The Home Insurance Industry While Pushing 

Legislation That Would Make It More Difficult To Sue Insurers 

 

Headline: “New Report Casts Negative Light On Rep. De La Cruz’s Congressional Work On Home 

Insurance Industry” [Rio Grande Guardian, 4/14/26] 

 

Rio Grande Guardian: “U.S. Rep. Monica De La Cruz Has Put The Home Insurance Industry 

Ahead Of Her Constituents After Taking Nearly $50,000 In Industry Cash For Her Campaigns, 

According To A New Report That Will Be Issued Later Today.” “U.S. Rep. Monica De La Cruz has 

put the home insurance industry ahead of her constituents after taking nearly $50,000 in industry cash for 

her campaigns, according a new report that will be issued later today. The report, prepared by an 

opposition research group, points out that the McAllen metro area that De La Cruz represents has the 

highest percentage of uninsured homes in the country. The report also notes that the congresswoman is a 

former State Farm Insurance agent. It claims she has used her time in Congress ‘not to hold the industry 

accountable, as she once promised, but to side with home insurance companies over policyholders facing 

an unprecedented affordability crisis.’” [Rio Grande Guardian, 4/14/26] 

 

De La Cruz Only Held Two Committee Hearings On Home Insurance In Her Three Years Co-

Chairing The House Subcommittee Responsible For Insurance Oversight. “Minimal Oversight, 

Maximum Industry Access: During her three years co-leading the subcommittee responsible for insurance 

oversight, Rep. De La Cruz has held only two hearings on home insurance. Neither hearing brought 

insurance executives to testify about record profits while homeowners face soaring premiums and 

skyrocketing claim denials.” [Unlocking America’s Future Press Release, 4/14/26] 

 

De La Cruz Provided A Forum For Industry Leaders To Grind Their Axes With Regulations 

Rather Than Focus On How Home Insurers Affected Her Constituents. “Instead, hearings featured 

industry association representatives and blamed risk management principles rather than examining insurer 

practices or executive compensation. An upcoming hearing in the subcommittee prioritizes reinsurers’ 

bottom-lines and credit lines instead of her constituents and Texans struggling to maintain home 

insurance.” [Unlocking America’s Future Press Release, 4/14/26] 

 

De La Cruz Sponsored Legislation That Would Make Challenging Insurance Companies Claim 

Denials Harder 

 

De La Cruz Co-Sponsored HR 1109, An Industry-Backed Bill Increasing The Burdens On Third-

Party Litigation Financing Which Is Used By Low-Income Consumers To Afford Legal Costs 

When Challenging Insurance Claim Denials. “Industry-Backed Legislation Hurts Low-Income 

Homeowners: Rep. De La Cruz co-sponsored H.R. 1109, industry-backed legislation that increases 

burdens on third-party litigation financing—the mechanism allowing low-income consumers to afford 

legal costs when challenging claim denials. Insurance companies claim litigation drives costs, but 

evidence shows otherwise.” [Unlocking America’s Future Press Release, 4/14/26] 

https://riograndeguardian.com/stories/new-report-casts-negative-light-on-rep-de-la-cruzs-congressional-work-on-home-insurance,65406
https://riograndeguardian.com/stories/new-report-casts-negative-light-on-rep-de-la-cruzs-congressional-work-on-home-insurance,65406
https://unlockingamericasfuture.org/watch-rep-de-la-cruz-prioritizes-insurance-industry-profits-over-mcallen-homeowners-facing-nations-worst-uninsured-home-crisis/
https://unlockingamericasfuture.org/watch-rep-de-la-cruz-prioritizes-insurance-industry-profits-over-mcallen-homeowners-facing-nations-worst-uninsured-home-crisis/
https://unlockingamericasfuture.org/watch-rep-de-la-cruz-prioritizes-insurance-industry-profits-over-mcallen-homeowners-facing-nations-worst-uninsured-home-crisis/
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Similar Legislation To De La Cruz’s Caused Insurance Rates To Rise In Texas  

 

Texans’ Premiums Jumped Over $1,000 On Average After Texas Passed Restrictions On Lawsuits 

Against Insurers In 2017. “When Texas enacted restrictions on lawsuits against insurers in 2017, claim 

denials rose sharply and average premiums increased from $1,860 to $2,919 by 2024.” [Unlocking 

America’s Future Press Release, 4/14/26] 

 

De La Cruz’s Record Favored Insurance Industry Leaders Over Consumers, With Votes 

Supporting Restrictions On Policyholders’ Ability To Challenge Denials, And Votes To Cut FEMA 

Disaster Relief. “Rep. De La Cruz’s record demonstrates a consistent pattern of advancing insurance 

industry priorities while avoiding accountability measures that would protect policyholders. Her voting 

record includes support for restrictions on policyholders’ ability to challenge denials, opposition to data 

collection on climate impacts that would inform policy decisions, and votes to cut FEMA disaster relief 

funding that her constituents desperately need.” [Unlocking America’s Future Press Release, 4/14/26] 

 

Monica De La Cruz Message #1 Backup 
 

Monica De La Cruz took money from big corporations and billionaires and voted to give them massive 

tax breaks while our families pay the price. Monica also took over $450,000 from Big Pharma and 

healthcare special interests and voted to raise our premiums 175% and strip coverage from over 65,000 

South Texans. Monica De La Cruz is part of the corrupt political system that is raising costs on everyday 

Texans. 

 

Monica De La Cruz Took Money From Big Corporations And Billionaires And 

Voted To Give Them Massive Tax Breaks  

 

2021-2026: De La Cruz Received More Than $500,000 From Corporate PACs  

 

2021-2026: De La Cruz Received $546,474 From Corporate PACs Since Her First Congressional 

Campaign. [FEC, Corporate PAC Disbursements to Monica for Congress, accessed 9/30/26] 

 

Monica De La Cruz Corporate PAC Contributions 

Year Amount 

2025-2026 $208,474 

2023-2024 $277,500 

2021-2022 $60,500 

TOTAL $546,474 

[FEC, Corporate PAC Disbursements to Monica for Congress, accessed 9/30/26] 

 

De La Cruz Received Several Contributions From Billionaires  

 

Ross Perot, Jr. Donated $12,800 To Monica De La Cruz’s Campaigns. [FEC, accessed 10/13/26] 

 

Ross Perot, Jr. Contributions To Monica De La Cruz  

Contributor Recipient Employer Date Amount 

PEROT, ROSS JR. MONICA FOR CONGRESS  THE PEROT GROUP 03/25/2025 $3,500.00 

https://unlockingamericasfuture.org/watch-rep-de-la-cruz-prioritizes-insurance-industry-profits-over-mcallen-homeowners-facing-nations-worst-uninsured-home-crisis/
https://unlockingamericasfuture.org/watch-rep-de-la-cruz-prioritizes-insurance-industry-profits-over-mcallen-homeowners-facing-nations-worst-uninsured-home-crisis/
https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?data_type=processed&recipient_name=C00765719&two_year_transaction_period=2020&two_year_transaction_period=2022&two_year_transaction_period=2024&two_year_transaction_period=2026&max_date=12%2F31%2F2026&spender_committee_org_type=C
https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?data_type=processed&recipient_name=C00765719&two_year_transaction_period=2020&two_year_transaction_period=2022&two_year_transaction_period=2024&two_year_transaction_period=2026&max_date=12%2F31%2F2026&spender_committee_org_type=C
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/individual-contributions/?committee_id=C00765719&contributor_name=Elon+Musk&contributor_name=Jeff+Yass&contributor_name=Ross+Perot&two_year_transaction_period=2026&two_year_transaction_period=2024&two_year_transaction_period=2022&max_date=12%2F31%2F2026
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00765719/
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PEROT, ROSS JR. MONICA FOR CONGRESS  THE PEROT GROUP 03/25/2025 $3,500.00 

PEROT, ROSS JR. MONICA FOR CONGRESS THE PEROT GROUP 08/03/2021 $2,900.00 

PEROT, ROSS JR. MONICA FOR CONGRESS THE PEROT GROUP 08/03/2021 $2,900.00 

[FEC, accessed 10/13/26] 

 

• Ross Perot, Jr. Was An American Billionaire With A Net Worth Of $7.4 Billion. [Forbes, 

accessed 10/13/26] 

 

 
 

Ken Griffin Donated $12,400 To Monica De La Cruz’s Campaigns. [FEC, accessed 10/13/26] 

 

Ken Griffin Contributions To De La Cruz 

Contributor Recipient Employer Date Amount 

GRIFFIN, KENNETH C. MONICA FOR CONGRESS CITADEL LLC 06/30/2023 $3,300.00 

GRIFFIN, KENNETH C. MONICA FOR CONGRESS CITADEL LLC 06/30/2023 $3,300.00 

GRIFFIN, KENNETH MONICA FOR CONGRESS CITADEL LLC 11/03/2022 $2,900.00 

GRIFFIN, KENNETH MONICA FOR CONGRESS CITADEL LLC 03/31/2022 $2,900.00 

[FEC, accessed 10/13/26] 

 

• Ken Griffin Was An American Billionaire With An Estimated Net Worth Of $57.5 Billion. 

[Forbes, accessed 10/13/26] 

 

 
[Forbes, accessed 10/13/26] 

 

2025: De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

July 2025: Rep. Monica De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. “July 3, 2025 — 

House Vote 190 Fiscal 2025 Budget Reconciliation Measure — Motion to Concur Motion to concur in 

https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00765719/
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00765719/
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00765719/
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/individual-contributions/?committee_id=C00765719&contributor_name=Elon+Musk&contributor_name=Jeff+Yass&contributor_name=Ross+Perot&two_year_transaction_period=2026&two_year_transaction_period=2024&two_year_transaction_period=2022&max_date=12%2F31%2F2026
https://www.forbes.com/profile/h-ross-perot-jr/
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/individual-contributions/?committee_id=C00765719&contributor_name=Elon+Musk&contributor_name=Jeff+Yass&contributor_name=Ross+Perot&two_year_transaction_period=2026&two_year_transaction_period=2024&two_year_transaction_period=2022&max_date=12%2F31%2F2026
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00765719/
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00765719/
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00765719/
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00765719/
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/individual-contributions/?committee_id=C00765719&contributor_name=Elon+Musk&contributor_name=Jeff+Yass&contributor_name=Ross+Perot&two_year_transaction_period=2026&two_year_transaction_period=2024&two_year_transaction_period=2022&max_date=12%2F31%2F2026
https://www.forbes.com/profile/ken-griffin/
https://www.forbes.com/profile/ken-griffin/
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the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring individual 

and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration enforcement and air 

traffic control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to partly offset the cost. 

Among other provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and appropriate more than 

$448 billion in mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other needs, including $153 

billion for defense, $89 billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for border control and 

security. It also would increase the state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 annually for five years for 

households making up to $500,000 a year until 2030, when it would permanently revert to $10,000. 

Motion agreed to 218-214. Note: A "yea" was a vote in support of the president's position.” [HR 1, Vote 

No. 190, 7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Corporations A Tax Windfall  

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Cut Corporations Income Taxes, Both 

Foreign And Domestic 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Permanently Reduced The Corporate Tax Rate From 35% To 21%. 

“Provision details: The 2017 TCJA enacted large tax cuts for businesses, especially for large international 

corporations. The headline changes were lowering the corporate tax rate from a maximum of 35 percent 

to 21 percent and moving the United States from a worldwide corporate tax system to a more territorial 

tax base. Despite the comparative lack of focus on corporate and business taxes during the passage of the 

BBB relative to the TCJA, the BBB actually cut international business taxes more than the 2017 TCJA 

did. In particular, the BBB cut taxes on corporations’ foreign profits by $167 billion, while the TCJA’s 

foreign tax changes were deficit-neutral on paper. The TJCA substantially cut taxes on corporations’ 

international profits, incentivizing offshoring to reduce taxes. It was paid for by a one-time “transition 

tax” and the promise that tax rates on offshored profits would be taxed at higher rates in later years. The 

BBB canceled the provisions that promised to better tax foreign profits. This effectively decreases 

corporate tax rates for companies’ foreign operations.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Cut International Business Taxes More Than The 2017 Trump Tax Cuts 

And Jobs Act, Reducing Taxes On Corporations’ Foreign Profits By $167 Billion. “Provision details: 

The 2017 TCJA enacted large tax cuts for businesses, especially for large international corporations. The 

headline changes were lowering the corporate tax rate from a maximum of 35 percent to 21 percent and 

moving the United States from a worldwide corporate tax system to a more territorial tax base. Despite 

the comparative lack of focus on corporate and business taxes during the passage of the BBB relative to 

the TCJA, the BBB actually cut international business taxes more than the 2017 TCJA did. In particular, 

the BBB cut taxes on corporations’ foreign profits by $167 billion, while the TCJA’s foreign tax changes 

were deficit-neutral on paper. The TJCA substantially cut taxes on corporations’ international profits, 

incentivizing offshoring to reduce taxes. It was paid for by a one-time ‘transition tax’ and the promise that 

tax rates on offshored profits would be taxed at higher rates in later years. The BBB canceled the 

provisions that promised to better tax foreign profits. This effectively decreases corporate tax rates for 

companies’ foreign operations.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Cut Corporate Taxes By $753 Billion Across The Board, And Awarded $61 

Billion In More Generous Business Deductions. “There are $753 billion in broad-based domestic 

business tax cuts in the BBB, similar in inflation-adjusted terms to the $650 billion in business cuts in the 

original TCJA. Many of the business tax cuts in the BBB take the form of cutting taxes on different 

investments, such as on research and development, equipment purchases, and certain manufacturing and 

production structures. The legislation also awarded $61 billion in more generous deductions for business 

debt payments. Who benefits: The benefits of investment incentives, such as those enacted by the BBB, 

https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://plus.cq.com/bill/119/HR1/actions?18
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
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are subject to some debate. As discussed, decreasing taxes on corporations and businesses primarily 

benefits the executives and owners of those businesses. On the other hand, tax cuts that are tied to 

increasing investment, as opposed to unrestricted tax cuts tied to profits, can effectively increase 

investment. Provisions like the pass-through business deduction, the international business tax cuts, and 

miscellaneous tax cuts layer benefits on already profitable businesses; but provisions tied to increasing 

investments can have economically beneficial effects.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts To The Wealthy And Cut $1.1 

Trillion From SNAP And Health Care For Poorer Americans 

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave The Top 1% Wealthiest 

Americans $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts  

 

Center For American Progress: The Big Beautiful Bill Delivered $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts To The 

Top 1% While Cutting $1.1 Trillion From SNAP, Medicaid, And Other Safety Net Programs. 

“Overall, the BBB cuts taxes by $4.5 trillion over the next decade, primarily with $2.3 trillion of 

provisions that deliver most of their benefits to the richest 10 percent of Americans by income, according 

to new analysis of JCT data by the Center for American Progress. Within that, the BBB delivers $1 

trillion in tax cuts to the top 1 percent while cutting more than $1.1 trillion from the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, and other health programs used by the poorest 

Americans.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Give The Richest 

1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The House-Passed Reconciliation Bill Would Give The 

Richest 1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026. “The House of Representatives today 

narrowly passed a massive tax and spending reconciliation bill that now heads to President Trump’s desk. 

Please see below for a statement from ITEP and our latest updated analysis of how the bill’s tax 

provisions will affect families at different income levels nationally and in every state. […] The richest 1 

percent of Americans would receive a total of $117 billion in net tax cuts in 2026. The middle 20 percent 

of taxpayers on the income scale, a group that has 20 times the number of taxpayers as the richest 1 

percent, would receive less than half that much, $53 billion in net tax cuts that year.” [Institute on 

Taxation and Economic Policy, 7/3/24] 

 

While Our Families Pay The Price. 

 

October 2025: Health Insurance Companies Requested An Average Premium Increase Of 

35% For ACA Plans In Texas, After The One Big Beautiful Bill Failed To Extend ACA 

Tax Credits 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Did Not Extend Enhanced Premium Tax Credits For ACA Marketplace 

Plans. “The OBBBA did not extend enhanced premium tax credits for ACA marketplace plans. As a 

result, when open enrollment begins on November 1, 2025, 20 million marketplace enrollees will see their 

premium costs spike.” [Center for American Progress, 7/29/25] 

 

Health Insurance Companies Were Set To Increase Monthly Premiums For ACA Health Care 

Plans In Texas By 35% For 2026. “Affordable Care Act premiums are set to rise by 35.2%, on average, 

in Texas when open enrollment begins Nov. 1, a consequence of the insurance industry’s response to 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://itep.org/megabill-is-on-its-way-to-trump-heres-what-its-tax-changes-mean-for-families-across-the-u-s/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-implementation-timeline-of-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act/
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rising costs and the likelihood of expiring premium tax credits. The sticker shock from this percent 

increase will be more pronounced in Texas than in all but five states. An average benchmark monthly 

premium — the premium for the second-lowest cost silver plan, which is used to calculate the size of tax 

credits — for a 40-year-old individual was $489, before tax credits are applied, for 2025; health policy 

organization KFF found that Texas insurers are charging ACA enrollees $661 for benchmark plans, on 

average, in 2026. That was the biggest percentage change since 2018.” [Texas Tribune, 10/31/25] 

 

• Insurers Increased Rates In Response To The Expiration Of ACA Enhanced Premium Tax 

Credits And Rising Medical Costs. “Affordable Care Act premiums are set to rise by 35.2%, on 

average, in Texas when open enrollment begins Nov. 1, a consequence of the insurance industry’s 

response to rising costs and the likelihood of expiring premium tax credits. The sticker shock from 

this percent increase will be more pronounced in Texas than in all but five states. An average 

benchmark monthly premium — the premium for the second-lowest cost silver plan, which is used to 

calculate the size of tax credits — for a 40-year-old individual was $489, before tax credits are 

applied, for 2025; health policy organization KFF found that Texas insurers are charging ACA 

enrollees $661 for benchmark plans, on average, in 2026. That was the biggest percentage change 

since 2018. The organization also found average premiums increased faster among states that use 

Healthcare.gov, like Texas, compared to states that operate their own state-based exchanges. The 

amount that individuals pay toward their premiums would rise more steeply than the underlying rate 

hike because of the expiration of the enhanced premium tax credits.” [Texas Tribune, 10/31/25] 

 

• Headline: “Texas ACA Insurers Hike Monthly Premiums By 35% On Average” [Texas Tribune, 

10/31/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Contributed To Rising Electricity Rates As Utility Bills 

Increased 40% In Texas Since 2020 

 

Rhodium: The House-Passed Republican Reconciliation Bill Would Raise Households’ Energy 

Costs. “Work is underway in Congress to construct and pass a budget reconciliation bill or bills to meet 

an array of priorities and policy objectives set by President Trump. Most of these priorities focus on 

increasing spending on defense and border security as well as extending and possibly expanding the tax 

cuts enacted in Trump’s first term. In this note, we estimate how much energy costs could rise for 

households and industry if Congress chooses to partially pay for these priorities through the rollback and 

repeal of key pollution regulations and energy tax credits. We find that on a national level, households see 

an increase in annual energy costs of $184 in 2030 and $371 in 2035. However, households in many 

states see much higher cost increases than the national average. This includes Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, 

New Mexico, and Texas, which, at the upper bound of our estimates, see annual cost increases of $250-

$326 per household in 2030. In 2035, California, Oregon, and Washington all see estimated annual cost 

increases of over $800 per household. The rollback and repeal of regulations and tax credits also increase 

costs for industrial manufacturers. We estimate an increase of $8-14 billion in total energy spending 

across the industrial sector in 2030 and 2035. We provide impacts for each of the 50 states on the 

ClimateDeck as part of this analysis.” [Rhodium Group, 3/20/25]  

 

The Republican Reconciliation Bill Would Raise The National Average Retail Electricity Rates By 

9% In 2030. “A tax package on track to pass both chambers of Congress would raise electricity prices, 

accelerate the release of heat-trapping greenhouse gases and undercut low-emission energy investments, 

according to researchers who have analyzed the legislation. [...] Overall, the bill would raise ‘national 

average retail electricity rates and monthly household electricity bills by about 9% in 2030,’ researchers at 

Princeton University concluded.” [NJ Spotlight News, 6/5/25]  

 

https://www.texastribune.org/2025/10/31/texas-aca-premiums-health-insurance/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/10/31/texas-aca-premiums-health-insurance/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/10/31/texas-aca-premiums-health-insurance/
https://rhg.com/research/the-stakes-for-energy-costs-in-budget-reconciliation/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2025/06/republican-tax-bill-will-raise-electricity-prices-say-analysts/
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• HEADLINE: “Republican Tax Bill Will Raise Electricity Prices, Analysts Say.” [NJ Spotlight 

News, 6/5/25]  

 

Headline: “Texas Power Bills Surge As Infrastructure Costs, Data Center Growth Strain The 

Grid” [KLTV, 8/10/26] 

 

Texas Electricity Bills Increased 40% From 2020 To 2026. “Electric bills tend to be a bit higher when 

it’s more than 100 degrees out, but East Texans have already been seeing a rise in electricity costs for 

several years. Texas energy providers have not been immune to the rising prices seen across the U.S. 

economy. As infrastructure becomes more costly to maintain and grow, Texas residents have seen a 

substantial increase in their monthly bills. These costs have only been worsened by data center projects 

that are taking a staggering portion of Texas’ electricity capacity. ‘We are seeing people come in with 

bills that are 6, 7, 800 dollars and are really struggling to pay them,’ said Andrea Wilson- Lobaugh, the 

executive director of PATH in Tyler. Data from ElectricChoice shows Texas rates have risen around 40% 

since 2020, with an average residential rate of 11.50¢ per kWh up to 16.11¢ per kWh.” [KLTV, 8/10/26] 

 

Monica Also Took Over $450,000 From Big Pharma And Healthcare Special 

Interests 

 

Health Care And Pharma Special Interests Donated More Than $450,000 To De La Cruz’s 

Campaigns 

 

De La Cruz Received $485,038 From Health Care Interests, Including Pharmaceutical 

Manufacturing, Since 2019. [OpenSecrets, Monica De La Cruz, accessed 9/30/26] 

 

Health Care Interests Donations To MDLC  

Years Amount 

2025-2026 $131,357 

2023-2024 $225,612 

2021-2022 $110,289 

2019-2020 $17,780 

TOTAL $485,038 

[OpenSecrets, Monica De La Cruz, accessed 9/30/26] 

 

And Voted To Raise Our Premiums 175% And Strip Coverage From Over 65,000 

South Texans. 

 

2025: De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

July 2025: Rep. Monica De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. “July 3, 2025 — 

House Vote 190 Fiscal 2025 Budget Reconciliation Measure — Motion to Concur Motion to concur in 

the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring individual 

and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration enforcement and air 

traffic control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to partly offset the cost. 

Among other provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and appropriate more than 

$448 billion in mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other needs, including $153 

billion for defense, $89 billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for border control and 

security. It also would increase the state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 annually for five years for 

https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2025/06/republican-tax-bill-will-raise-electricity-prices-say-analysts/
https://www.kltv.com/2026/08/10/texas-power-bills-surge-infrastructure-costs-data-center-growth-strain-grid/
https://www.kltv.com/2026/08/10/texas-power-bills-surge-infrastructure-costs-data-center-growth-strain-grid/
https://www.opensecrets.org/profiles/monica-de-la-cruz/us_congress/industries?mpid=1134644&cycle=2026&display=candidate&Select+cycle=2026
https://www.opensecrets.org/profiles/monica-de-la-cruz/us_congress/industries?mpid=1134644&cycle=2026&display=candidate&Select+cycle=2026
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households making up to $500,000 a year until 2030, when it would permanently revert to $10,000. 

Motion agreed to 218-214. Note: A "yea" was a vote in support of the president's position.” [HR 1, Vote 

No. 190, 7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In History, Slashing 

Local Hospital Revenue, And Would Kick Over 65,000 People In TX-15 Off Their Health 

Insurance 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Made The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In The Program’s History 

 

The Hill: Republicans Passed “The Largest Cuts To Medicaid Since The Program Began In The 

1960s.” “Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in 

the 1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured 

Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 12 

million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [The Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

• The Hill: The Republicans’ Reconciliation Bill Made About $1 Trillion In Cuts To Medicaid. 

“Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in the 

1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured 

Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 

12 million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [The Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Take Health Insurance Away From More Than 14 Million 

People 

 

KFF: “CBO Estimates Show That The Number Of Uninsured People Will Increase By More Than 

14 Million In 2034.” [KFF, 8/20/25] 

 

HEADLINE: “Congress Officially Passes Trump’s Bill To Kick Millions Off Medicaid.” [Rolling 

Stone, 7/3/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Estimated To Kick More Than 65,000 People In TX-15 Off Their 

Health Insurance 

 

June 2025: The Joint Economic Committee Minority Estimated 65,193 People In Texas’s 15th 

Congressional District Would Lose Health Insurance By 2034 Due To Congressional Republicans’ 

Cuts To Medicaid And The ACA. [Joint Economic Committee Minority, September 2025] 

 

TX-15: Health Insurance Losses From Cuts To Medicaid And The Affordable Care Act 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Est. Number of People Losing 

Affordable Care Act Coverage 

Est. Number of People 

Losing Medicaid Coverage 

Est. Total Number of 

People Losing Insurance 

61,600 3,493 65,193 

https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://plus.cq.com/bill/119/HR1/actions?18
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5378970-medicaid-cuts-senate-republicans/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5378970-medicaid-cuts-senate-republicans/
https://www.kff.org/uninsured/how-will-the-2025-reconciliation-law-affect-the-uninsured-rate-in-each-state/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/congress-passes-trump-big-beautiful-bill-cut-medicaid-1235378712/
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
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[Joint Economic Committee Minority, September 2025] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Projected To Cut Nearly $29 Million In Revenue To Hospitals In 

TX-15 

 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, Hospitals In TX-15 Were Projected To Lose $28,956,159 As A 

Result Of Medicaid Cuts. [Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 

7/8/25] 

 

TX-15 Hospital Revenue Losses 

Hospital Location Amount 

Doctor’s Hospital At 

Renaissance 

Edinburg, TX $13,723,250 

South Texas Health System Edinburg, TX $10,632,708 

Knapp Medical Center Weslaco, TX $1,678,345 

Christus Spohn Alice Alice, TX $829,344 

Gonzales Healthcare Systems Gonzales, TX $693,463 

Christus Spohn Beeville Beeville, TX $452,772 

Cornerstone Regional Hospital Edinburg, TX $311,710 

Cuero Community Hospital Cuero, TX $331,564 

Yoakum Community Hospital Yoakum, TX $157,887 

Refugio Memorial Hospital Refugio, TX $74,490 

Lavaca Medical Center Hallettsville, TX $71,167 

TOTAL $28,956,159  

[Third Way, 7/8/25] 

 

RESEARCHER’S NOTE: The hospitals included here are included in the most up-to-date lines of the 

district.  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Let ACA Tax Credits Expire, Driving Up Health Care Costs 

For Nearly 150,000 Individuals In TX-15 On Marketplace Plans 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill And Trump’s Tariffs Made Health Care More Expensive For Nearly 

152,925 TX-15 Residents That Got Coverage From ACA Marketplace Plans 

 

2025: 3,999,266 Texans Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. [KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

Number Of Texas Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

State ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

Texas 3,999,266 

[KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

2025: 152,925 Individuals In TX-15 Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. [KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

Number Of TX-15 Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

TX-15 ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

TX-15 152,925 

[KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
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2025: 141,000 Individuals In TX-15 Benefited From Premium Tax Credits For ACA Marketplace 

Plans. [KFF, 2/3/25] 

 

Number Of TX-15 Residents Receiving ACA Premium Tax Credits In 2025 

TX-15 ACA Premium Tax Credit Beneficiaries  

TX-15 141,000 

[KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

Without ACA Subsidies, TX-15 Residents Faced A 175% Hike In Average Premiums In 2026 

 

Without ACA Subsidies, TX-15 Residents Faced A 175% Hike In Average Premiums In 2026. “In 

De La Cruz's district in South Texas, 18% of residents have coverage through the the Affordable Care 

Act, more than anywhere else in Texas. Without the subsidies, residents in the 15th district will see their 

premiums spike by 175% on average next year, according to an analysis by the public health nonprofit 

KFF.” [San Antonio Express-News, 12/11/25] 

 

Monica De La Cruz Is Part Of The Corrupt Political System That Is Raising Costs 

On Everyday Texans. 

 

Backup above.  

 

Monica De La Cruz Message #2 Backup 
 

Monica De La Cruz has a long record of protecting alleged pedophiles to help her political career. In 

Congress, De La Cruz refused to release the names of pedophiles in the Epstein files, even after learning 

he sex trafficked girls as young as 14. 

 

Monica De La Cruz Has A Long Record Of Protecting Alleged Pedophiles To Help 

Her Political Career. 

 

De La Cruz Paid The Wife And Partner Of Republican Consultant Aron Peña Thousands 

 

De La Cruz Brought Princess Peña On Payroll And Paid Her $7,000 Through June 2026 

 

July 2026: De La Cruz Paid Princess Peña $7,000 Between February And June 2026. [FEC, Monica 

for Congress, 7/15/26] 

 

 
[FEC, Monica for Congress, 7/15/26] 

 

https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/congressional-district-interactive-map-how-much-will-aca-premium-payments-rise-if-enhanced-subsidies-expire/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
https://www.expressnews.com/politics/texas/article/aca-subsidies-de-la-cruz-21236993.php
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00765719/1997809/sb/ALL
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00765719/1997809/sb/ALL
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October 2025: Princess Peña Joined Aron Peña’s Rubicon Strategies Firm As A Partner  

 

Aron Peña Announced His “Better Half” Princess Anne González-Peña Was Joining Rubicon 

Strategies As Partner And Overseeing Political Campaigns, Graphics And Field Operations. 

“Happy to announce that my better half Princess Anne González-Peña will be joining my Team officially 

as Partner. Mrs Peña will be overseeing Political Campaigns, Graphics & Field Operations. As a former 

candidate for Justice of the Peace & Field Director under RNC/TXGOP Texas Victory, she will make a 

great asset to tbe company. Please welcome her to the Team as we hit the ground running on multiple 

campaigns this cycle.” [Facebook, Rubicon Strategies USA, 10/24/25] 

 

 
[Facebook, Rubicon Strategies USA, 10/24/25] 

 

Aron Peña Publicly Praised De La Cruz In A March Facebook Post    

 

Peña Effusively Praised De La Cruz’s Immigration Work, Including Her Response To The Gámez-

Cuéllar Family Detention And Her Immigration Reform Proposals, Like The Bracero Program 2.0 

And Dignity Act  

 

Aron Peña Praised De La Cruz’s Response To The Gámez-Cuéllar Family’s Detention And Her 

Immigration Reform Proposals, Including The Bracero Program 2.0 Act And The Dignity Act. 

“Elected officials who express frustration with the current system should be held to a high standard. 

Those who did not support Trump’s proposal for a pathway for Dreamers in exchange for border security 

funding are part of the problem. Similarly, officials who protest without backing Congresswoman De La 

Cruz's Brazero 2.0 initiative are also part of the problem. Furthermore, those who allocate substantial 

funds to lobbying efforts that do not prioritize immigration reform, particularly with lawmakers like 

Vicente and Cuéllar, are contributing to the issue. We have to acknowledge that Republicans have 

historically led on immigration reform, with proposals like Brazero 2.0 and the Dignity Act, which has 

garnered support from entities such as the Hidalgo County GOP. Democrats' reluctance to cosponsor 

these bills raises questions about their commitment to finding permanent solutions. Rather than 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1YvjNAK6xt/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1YvjNAK6xt/
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politicizing immigration laws and ICE workers, officials should prioritize finding common ground and 

supporting proposed solutions. When Republican-led initiatives are presented, silence from local leaders 

undermines their credibility on the issue. It is time for cities and school districts to demonstrate their 

support for practical solutions. If you are an elected official and have not done a letter of support then 

please do not criticize. Your community wants real leadership on the issue not some political 

grandstanding to appease the mob.” [Facebook, Aron Peña, 3/9/26] 

 

2022: Aron Peña Was Sued In A Still-Open Lawsuit For Sexually Assaulting Cadence 

Vaughan, A Member Of The Hidalgo County Teen Republicans 

 

2022: Cadence Vaughan Sued Aron Peña For Sexually Assaulting Her After He Forced Himself On 

Her And Repeatedly Pursued Her Since She Was In High School 

 

Headline: “Million-Dollar Lawsuit Filed Against Former Mayra Flores Staffer For Sexual Assault” 

[Texas Public Radio, 10/21/22] 

 

Cadence Vaughan, A Member Of The Hidalgo County Teen Republicans, Alleged Aron Peña 

Sexually Assaulted Her, Forcing Her To Kiss Him And Touched Her Without Consent. “A lawsuit 

filed in an Hidalgo County District Court on Wednesday alleges that Aron Peña III, former District 

Director for Mayra Flores’ congressional office, sexually assaulted a woman who recently graduated from 

high school. Cadence Vaughan, a member of the Hidalgo County Teen Republicans group, details in the 

lawsuit an incident where Peña forced her to kiss him and touched her without consent while driving her 

home from an event in July. This occurred after a year of ‘stalking and unrequited advances’ while 

Vaughan was still in high school. Vaughan is seeking up to $1 million in damages.” [Texas Public Radio, 

10/21/22] 

 

Vaughan Said This Incident Occurred After A Year Of “Stalking And Unrequited Advances” 

While She Was Still In High School. “A lawsuit filed in an Hidalgo County District Court on 

Wednesday alleges that Aron Peña III, former District Director for Mayra Flores’ congressional office, 

sexually assaulted a woman who recently graduated from high school. Cadence Vaughan, a member of 

the Hidalgo County Teen Republicans group, details in the lawsuit an incident where Peña forced her to 

kiss him and touched her without consent while driving her home from an event in July. This occurred 

after a year of ‘stalking and unrequited advances’ while Vaughan was still in high school. Vaughan is 

seeking up to $1 million in damages.” [Texas Public Radio, 10/21/22] 

 

Peña Was Described As Falling “Somewhere On The Pedophilia Spectrum” And Allegedly Took 

Young Girls To Sex Parties During Republican Political Events  

 

In The Lawsuit, Vaughan Said Peña “Falls Somewhere On The Pedophilia Spectrum” For His 

Penchant For Pursuing Girls Between The Ages Of 14 And 18. “Defendant Aron falls somewhere on 

the pedophilia spectrum between a hebephile and aephebophile. A hebephile is a person who is sexually 

attracted to children between the ages of 11-14. An ephebophile is a person who is sexually attracted to 

children between the ages of 14-18.Defendant Aron, a middle-aged man, had several relationships with 

young girls between the agesof 14 to 18. Defendant Aron procured a fake ID for at least one of these 

young girls, in order totake her to events and provide her with alcohol. While intoxicated, Defendant 

Aron has also beatenone of these young girls at a political convention in June of 2022.” [Vaughan v. 

Peña, Aron L.; Peña-Garza, Adrienne, Case No. C-4032-22-F, 10/19/22] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1B3oxgLF8Z/
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-10-21/million-dollar-lawsuit-filed-against-former-mayra-flores-staffer-for-sexual-assault
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-10-21/million-dollar-lawsuit-filed-against-former-mayra-flores-staffer-for-sexual-assault
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-10-21/million-dollar-lawsuit-filed-against-former-mayra-flores-staffer-for-sexual-assault
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[Vaughan v. Peña, Aron L.; Peña-Garza, Adrienne, Texas 332nd District Court, Case No. C-4032-22-F, 

10/19/22] 

 

Peña Allegedly Beat An Underaged Girl During A Political Party Convention In June 2022. 

“Defendant Aron falls somewhere on the pedophilia spectrum between a hebephile and aephebophile. A 

hebephile is a person who is sexually attracted to children between the ages of 11-14. An ephebophile is 

a person who is sexually attracted to children between the ages of 14-18. Defendant Aron, a middle-aged 

man, had several relationships with young girls between the ages of 14 to 18. Defendant Aron procured a 

fake ID for at least one of these young girls, in order to take her to events and provide her with 

alcohol. While intoxicated, Defendant Aron has also beaten one of these young girls at a 

political convention in June of 2022.” [Vaughan v. Peña, Aron L.; Peña-Garza, Adrienne, Texas 332nd 

District Court, Case No. C-4032-22-F, 10/19/22] 

 

 
[Vaughan v. Peña, Aron L.; Peña-Garza, Adrienne, Texas 332nd District Court, Case No. C-4032-22-F, 

10/19/22] 

 

Peña Allegedly Took Young Girls To Sex Parties At Republican Political Functions. “Aron also 

previously chased another young girl through a parking lot in Austin, Texas. He also took some of these 

young girls to sex parties at these political functions for the local GOP.” [Vaughan v. Peña, Aron L.; 

Peña-Garza, Adrienne, Case No. C-4032-22-F, 10/19/22] 
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[Vaughan v. Peña, Aron L.; Peña-Garza, Adrienne, Texas 332nd District Court, Case No. C-4032-22-F, 

10/19/22] 

 

2022: De La Cruz Allegedly Barred Vaughan And Another Hidalgo County GOP Member From 

Working With Her Campaign Because They Spoke Out Against Peña 

 

According To Vaughan’s Attorney, De La Cruz Told Vaughan And Another Hidalgo County GOP 

Member They Were Banned From Working With Her Campaign Because They Spoke Out Against 

Peña.  “On Thursday, Monica De La Cruz told Vaughan and another member of the Hidalgo County 

GOP they were banned from working with the campaign because they spoke out against Aron Peña, 

according to Vaughan’s attorney. A spokesperson for De La Cruz’s campaign denied the incident 

occurred, saying De La Cruz never spoke with Vaughan or the other member about Peña's case.” [Texas 

Public Radio, 10/21/22] 

 

• A De La Cruz Campaign Spokesperson Denied The Incident Or That She Spoke With Cadence 

Vaughan About Her Lawsuit Against Aron Peña.  “On Thursday, Monica De La Cruz told 

Vaughan and another member of the Hidalgo County GOP they were banned from working with the 

campaign because they spoke out against Aron Peña, according to Vaughan’s attorney. A 

spokesperson for De La Cruz’s campaign denied the incident occurred, saying De La Cruz never 

spoke with Vaughan or the other member about Peña's case.” [Texas Public Radio, 10/21/22] 

 

August 2026: The Lawsuit Had A Trial Date For May 2027 

 

Vaughan v. Peña; Peña-Garza Had A Trial Scheduled For May 17, 2027.  [Vaughan v. Peña, Aron 

L.; Peña-Garza, Adrienne, Case No. C-4032-22-F, accessed 8/16/26] 

 

https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-10-21/million-dollar-lawsuit-filed-against-former-mayra-flores-staffer-for-sexual-assault
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-10-21/million-dollar-lawsuit-filed-against-former-mayra-flores-staffer-for-sexual-assault
https://pa.co.hidalgo.tx.us/CaseDetail.aspx?CaseID=4429034
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[Vaughan v. Peña, Aron L.; Peña-Garza, Adrienne, Case No. C-4032-22-F, accessed 8/16/26] 

 

Peña Faced Allegations Of Decades Of Sexual Abuse And Harassment From Women Going 

Back To 2004, Including Violent Encounters And Threats, Where He Used His Position In 

Republican Politics To Approach Victims, Some Of Whom Were Teenagers 

 

HEADLINE: “Women Allege Two Decades Of Sexual Harassment From Former Texas GOP 

Staffer.” [Texas Public Radio, 9/16/22] 

 

Four Women Spoke “About Alleged Sexual Harassment And Abuse By Peña,” Including One From 

College In 2004 Who Alleged “She’d Been Threatened, Abused, Shamed, And Traumatized.” “In 

2004, Stephanie was 18 when she started seeing Aron Lionel Peña III. By the time they ceased contact, 

she said she’d been threatened, abused, shamed, and traumatized. But she was neither the first nor last 

woman who reported the now 42-year-old Peña’s alleged abuse and his family’s alleged 

complicity.  Stephanie is one of four women TPR spoke to about alleged sexual harassment and abuse by 

Peña, Congresswoman Mayra Flores' former district director.  ‘He is a predator. And he did it to women 

before me,’ Stephanie said. ‘And now to find out that there's so many more women just breaks my heart.’ 

[…] Stephanie met 24-year-old Peña, who then was a Democrat, in a college algebra class at the 

University of Texas Pan-American (now the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley).” [Texas Public 

Radio, 9/16/22] 

 

• The Victim Said Peña “Physically Attacked Her,” Pinning “Her Between A Phone And A Wall” 

And Saying “He Would ‘Natalee Holloway’ Me Or ‘Laci Peterson’ Me If I Ever Tried To 

Leave.” According to Stephanie, Peña followed her around and went out of his way to take the same 

classes. Peña, she said, also physically attacked her. She recalled a time he had pinned her between a 

door and wall. This episode, she said, left her with a large bruise on her back.  Stephanie said she 

attempted to document the abuse but he destroyed her phone when he knew there were any pictures or 

evidence of him hurting her.  She said the violence continued and the threats escalated.  ‘He told me 

he would ‘Natalee Holloway’ me or ‘Laci Peterson’ me if I ever tried to leave,’ Stephanie said, 

https://pa.co.hidalgo.tx.us/CaseDetail.aspx?CaseID=4429034
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-09-16/women-allege-two-decades-of-sexual-harassment-from-former-texas-gop-staffer
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-09-16/women-allege-two-decades-of-sexual-harassment-from-former-texas-gop-staffer
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referring to two infamous cases where a woman went missing or was murdered.” [Texas Public 

Radio, 9/16/22] 

 

• The Victim Showed Text Messages Of Peña Blackmailing Her If She Spoke Out, Threatening 

To Release Sexual Images “He Took After An Incident Of Sexual Abuse.” "In an effort to keep 

her from speaking out, Stephanie said that Peña would blackmail her with photos he took after an 

incident of sexual abuse.  The screenshot below shows an exchange between Stephanie and Peña. The 

top message is Stephanie telling him to leave her alone. The last message shows Peña threatening to 

release these images after she told someone close to him that he was still contacting her.” [Texas 

Public Radio, 9/16/22] 

 

A Second Victim In University Recounted That Peña Assaulted Her During A Meeting About 

Getting Involved In The Young Republicans When He Forcibly Kissed Her And Said He Liked 

That She Fought Back. “They crossed paths again when she began studying political science at the 

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley after one of her classmates recommended she speak to the 

president of the University’s Young Republican National Federation (this chapter is now defunct). […] 

Arabella said she agreed to meet this person for lunch to discuss a future with the organization, not 

knowing it was Peña she would be meeting. And then he walked into the restaurant. She said he forced 

her to sit next to him and assaulted her while she tried to leave.  ‘I was trying to push him away,’ Arabella 

said. ‘And he kept pulling me back. And he grabbed the back of my head to try to force me to kiss him,’ 

she recalled. ‘He's like, 'You don't know how much I like this even more. Because I like a fight. Like, I 

like the struggle.'‘” [Texas Public Radio, 9/16/22] 

 

• Peña First Approached The Victim On Social Media When She Was 17, Utilizing “His Position 

In The GOP To Move From A Virtual Social Media Chat To Meeting Her In Person.” "More 

than a decade after their initial meeting in 2004, Peña started contacting another alleged victim, 

Arabella, but this time he utilized his position in the GOP to move from a virtual social media chat to 

meeting her in person.  According to Arabella, she was 17 when Peña first reached out via the 

Facebook comment section of a conservative-leaning article. Part of a high school assignment, she 

said, required interaction on social media.  Arabella said that Peña replied to her comment. ‘He 

started messaging me saying that I was very brave, that I was very beautiful, that I was very smart and 

mature for my age for thinking in conservative ways,’ she said.” [Texas Public Radio, 9/16/22] 

 

• At A Conference While Working “For The Campaign Of One Of Peña’s Family Members,” 

The Victim Recounted That “Peña Crept Into Her Bed And Started Touching Her.” "Despite 

the encounter, Arabella said she volunteered for the campaign of one of Peña’s family members 

because they had promised protection from Peña and an opportunity to gain political experience. […] 

Arabella said the abuse escalated at a conference in Austin. She was 19, and she opted out of clubbing 

with the other underage peers.  That night, while Arabella lay wrapped in a blanket and alone in her 

room, she said that Peña crept into her bed and started touching her.  Terrified, she ran out of the 

room and hid under a stairwell. She said that when she returned to her room, other Hidalgo County 

GOP members trickled in and started having sex with the other girls in these shared quarters.” [Texas 

Public Radio, 9/16/22] 

 

There Were Other “Allegations Against Peña And His Family From Teens Seeking Work As 

Volunteers Or Political Staffers In The Republican Sphere,” Including Instances Of Him Sending 

CashApp Money To Teenagers. “There have also been allegations against Peña and his family from 

teens seeking work as volunteers or political staffers in the Republican sphere. One of those teens is 

Michelle.  Another teen who is close to Michelle, Grace, said she witnessed disturbing situations between 

Michelle and Peña. Grace said she and Michelle met Peña in 2020 when she and Michelle were around 16 

or 17. They crossed paths often in GOP spaces where she said he would try chatting with her and being 

https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-09-16/women-allege-two-decades-of-sexual-harassment-from-former-texas-gop-staffer
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-09-16/women-allege-two-decades-of-sexual-harassment-from-former-texas-gop-staffer
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-09-16/women-allege-two-decades-of-sexual-harassment-from-former-texas-gop-staffer
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-09-16/women-allege-two-decades-of-sexual-harassment-from-former-texas-gop-staffer
https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-09-16/women-allege-two-decades-of-sexual-harassment-from-former-texas-gop-staffer
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her friend.  When Michelle turned 18, Peña sent her $50 from his personal Cashapp claiming it was from 

Texas Victory, one of the organizations associated with the Republican National Convention.  Grace said, 

unlike Michelle, she did not receive $50 from Peña for her 18th birthday. This made his gift to Michelle 

all the more alarming for Grace.” [Texas Public Radio, 9/16/22] 

 

In Congress, De La Cruz Refused To Release The Names Of Pedophiles In The 

Epstein Files, 

 

July 15, 2025: De La Cruz Refused To Vote To Release The Epstein Files 

 

July 15, 2025: De La Cruz Did Not Vote To Order The Previous Question On H.Res.580. De La 

Cruz did not vote on ordering the previous question during consideration of H.Res.580, which provided 

“for consideration of the bills (H.R. 4016) Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2026; (H.R. 3633) 

CLARITY Act; (H.R. 1919) Anti-CBDC Surveillance State Act; and (S. 1582) GENIUS Act.” The 

question passed along party lines 211-210. The roll call vote was recorded at 2:12PM, and there were no 

earlier roll call votes recorded on the measure. [Congress.gov, H.Res.580, On Ordering the Previous 

Question, 211-210, Vote #194, 7/15/25] 

 

• July 2025: Monica De La Cruz Did Not Vote On A Measure To Release The Epstein Files. 

“House Republicans on Tuesday blocked a Democratic attempt to force a vote on releasing the 

Epstein files, with zero Republicans supporting the measure. The final vote was 211 to 210. One 

Republican with a spine would have tipped the scale and given the American people greater 

transparency on the Epstein saga. Democrats tried to force a vote on releasing the files, after 

Republicans struck down an amendment in the House Rules committee on Monday evening. The 

procedural maneuver, which would have triggered a vote on the amendment requiring Trump’s 

Justice Department to release the Epstein files within 30 days, was rejected yet again, with all 211 

opposing votes coming from Republicans. Nine Republicans abstained from the vote. The nine 

Republicans who chose not to vote were: Andy Ogles (TN), Michael McCaul (TX), Thomas Massie 

(KY), Barry Loudermilk (GA), Wesley Hunt (TX), Morgan Lutrell (TX), Mark Green (TN), Monica 

De La Cruz (TX), and Buddy Carter (GA).” [New Republic, 7/15/26] 

 

July 17, 2025: De La Cruz Voted For A GOP Rule That Excluded A Vote On A Resolution 

To Release The Epstein Files  

 

July 17, 2025: De La Cruz Voted On Party Lines To Order The Previous Question On H.Res.590. 

De La Cruz voted in favor of ordering the previous question during consideration of H.Res.590, which 

related “to consideration of the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 4) to rescind certain budget authority 

proposed to be rescinded in special messages transmitted to the Congress by the President on June 3, 

2025, in accordance with section 1012(a) of the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 

1974.” The question passed along party lines 218-211. The roll call vote was recorded at 

11:57PM.[Congress.gov, H.Res.590, On Ordering the Previous Question, 218-211, Vote #202, 7/17/25] 

 

• July 17, 2025: The Vote On Ordering The Previous Question On H.Res.590 Meant Republicans 

Defeated The “Democrats’ Effort To Force A Vote” On A Bill To Require The AG Release The 

Epstein Files. Reporter Craig Caplan tweeted, “218-211: House along party lines advanced the $9B 

foreign aid & public broadcasting spending cuts recissions package to a final vote, while defeating 

Democrats’ effort to force a vote on legislation requiring the Attorney General to release the Jeffrey 

Epstein files.” His tweet, which was posted at 11:58PM, included a screenshot with the roll call vote 

on ordering the previous question on H.Res.590. 

https://www.tpr.org/government-politics/2022-09-16/women-allege-two-decades-of-sexual-harassment-from-former-texas-gop-staffer
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-resolution/580
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025194?Page=4
https://newrepublic.com/post/197987/house-republicans-vote-block-epstein-files
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-resolution/590
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025202?Page=3
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[Twitter, @CraigCaplan, 7/17/25] 

 

• July 17, 2025: If The House Failed To Order The Previous Question, Democrats Could “Force 

A Vote To Require Release Of The Epstein Files.” Reporter Lisa Desjardins tweeted, “NOW: 

House is voting.   Vote #1. (Now.)  Ordering the previous question.  Procedural, tees up the next 

vote.   IF this vote fails, Dems can force a vote to require release of the Epstein files.  The GOP is 

backing a version without teeth in it/non-binding.” Her tweet was posted at 11:35PM.  

 

 
 

[Twitter, @LisaDNews, 7/17/25] 

 

September 2025: De La Cruz Voted To Table A Rule That Would Have Provided For The 

Adoption Of A Resolution To Release The Epstein Files  

 

2025: De La Cruz Voted To Table A Rule That Would Provide For Adoption Of A Resolution For 

Releasing The Epstein Files. In September 2025, De La Cruz voted for, according to Congressional 

Quarterly, “adoption of the rule [that] […] would consider as adopted a resolution (H Res 668) that would 

direct the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee to continue its ongoing inquiry into the 

possible mismanagement of the federal government's investigation of disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein 

and his associate Ghislaine Maxwell, the circumstances surrounding Epstein's death in federal custody, 

sex trafficking rings and potential ethics violations by elected officials. […] It also would table a rule (H 

Res 598) that would provide for the adoption of a resolution (H Res 589) concerning the release of certain 

https://x.com/CraigCaplan/status/1946057005895987340
https://x.com/LisaDNews/status/1946051202115850514
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documents related to the Epstein case.” The vote was on the rule. The House agreed to the rule by a vote 

of 212 to 208. [Congress.gov, H.Res.672, 212-208, Vote #222, 9/3/25; Congressional Quarterly, 9/3/25] 

 

Even After Learning He Sex Trafficked Girls As Young As 14. 

 

2019: It Was Reported That Jeffrey Epstein Trafficked Young Girls As Young As 14 

 

2019: The Department Of Justice Accused Jeffrey Epstein Of Trafficking Young Girls, Including 

Girls As Young As 14 Years-Old, For Years. “From at least 2002 through at least 2005, JEFFREY 

EPSTEIN enticed and recruited, and caused to be enticed and recruited, dozens of minor girls to visit his 

mansion in New York, New York (the “New York Residence”), and his estate in Palm Beach, Florida (the 

“Palm Beach Residence”), to engage in sex acts with him, after which he would give the victims hundreds 

of dollars in cash.  In order to maintain and increase his supply of victims, EPSTEIN also paid certain 

victims to recruit additional underage girls whom he could similarly abuse.  In this way, EPSTEIN 

created a vast network of underage victims for him to sexually exploit, often on a daily basis, in locations 

including New York and Palm Beach. EPSTEIN’s victims were as young as 14 at the time he abused 

them, and were, for various reasons, often particularly vulnerable to exploitation.  Moreover, EPSTEIN 

knew that many of his victims were under 18, including because, in some instances, victims expressly 

told him they were underage.” [Department of Justice Release, 7/8/19] 

 

Monica De La Cruz Message #3 Backup 
 

Monica De La Cruz might say she's looking to keep our communities safe, but she was a critical vote that 

has given ICE billions of our very own tax dollars and used them to terrorize our communities and 

racially profile neighbors. Monica De La Cruz voted to dramatically expand ICE by giving it a budget 

over $100 billion, making it the highest-funded federal law enforcement agency in the country, giving 

them a budget larger than the US Marine Corps. Her actions have led to the killing of immigrants and 

American citizens; our communities deserve better. 

 

Monica De La Cruz Might Say She's Looking To Keep Our Communities Safe,  
 

Rhetoric. 

 

But She Was A Critical Vote That Has Given ICE Billions Of Our Very Own Tax 

Dollars  

 

July 2025: Rep. Monica De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Which 

Increased ICE’s Budget To $85 Billion  

 

July 2025: Rep. Monica De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

 

July 2025: Rep. Monica De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. “July 3, 2025 — 

House Vote 190 Fiscal 2025 Budget Reconciliation Measure — Motion to Concur Motion to concur in 

the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring individual 

and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration enforcement and air 

traffic control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to partly offset the cost. 

Among other provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and appropriate more than 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-resolution/672/all-actions
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll222.xml
https://plus.cq.com/vote/2025/H/222?2
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/pr/jeffrey-epstein-charged-manhattan-federal-court-sex-trafficking-minors
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$448 billion in mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other needs, including $153 

billion for defense, $89 billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for border control and 

security. It also would increase the state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 annually for five years for 

households making up to $500,000 a year until 2030, when it would permanently revert to $10,000. 

Motion agreed to 218-214. Note: A "yea" was a vote in support of the president's position.” [HR 1, Vote 

No. 190, 7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Increased ICE’s Budget To $85 Billion 

 

Headline: “How ICE Grew To Be The Highest-Funded U.S. Law Enforcement Agency” [NPR, 

1/21/26] 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Added $75 Billion To ICE’s Budget In Addition To Its $10 Billion Base 

Budget. “Under the 2025 law, ICE has a $75 billion supplement that it can take as long as four years to 

spend, along with its base budget of around $10 billion. If the agency spends that money at a steady pace 

and current funding levels continue, it would have nearly $29 billion on hand each year. That essentially 

triples ICE's total budget from recent years. To give that large number a sense of scale, consider that the 

Trump administration's 2026 appropriations request for the entire Justice Department, including the FBI, 

stands at a little over $35 billion.” [NPR, 1/21/26] 

 

June 2026: De La Cruz Voted For The “Secure America Act” Which Provided ICE With 

$38.5 Billion 

 

De La Cruz Voted For The Secure America Act Which Provided $38.5 Billion To ICE. “June 9, 

2026 — House Vote 214 Fiscal 2026 Immigration Enforcement Budget Reconciliation — Passage 

Passage of the bill that would provide $69.5 billion in funding for Department of Homeland Security 

immigration and border enforcement agencies for fiscal 2026, including $26 billion for U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection, $38.5 billion for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and $5 billion in 

additional funds to DHS for immigration enforcement. Passed 214-212. Note: A "yea" was a vote in 

support of the president's position.” [S2, Vote No. 214, 6/9/26; CQ, 6/9/26] 

 

And Used Them To Terrorize Our Communities And Racially Profile Neighbors. 
 

2025-2026: ICE Increasingly Targeted And Arrested Migrants With No Criminal Records, 

With A Quarter Of All ICE Arrests Occurring In Texas, Where South Texas Alone 

Witnessed 9,100 ICE Arrests 

 

2025-2026: ICE Increasingly Targeted And Arrested Migrants With No Criminal Records  

 

NPR Headline: “ICE Has Arrested Scores Of Migrants In The U.S. Who Have No Criminal 

Records.” [NPR, 2/5/25]  

 

2025: Under Trump, Over Half Of ICE Arrests Did Not Have A Criminal Record. “During last 

year’s presidential campaign, Trump promised ‘the largest deportation program of criminals in the history 

of America,’ and administration officials have repeatedly said they are going after ‘the worst of the 

worst.’  But during its first six months, the data show that the Trump administration has been arresting 

more people who don’t have a criminal record than the Biden administration did in its final 18 months. In 

Texas, 58% of people ICE arrested under Biden had criminal convictions, compared to 42% under 

https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://plus.cq.com/bill/119/HR1/actions?18
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/21/nx-s1-5674887/ice-budget-funding-congress-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/21/nx-s1-5674887/ice-budget-funding-congress-trump
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026214
https://plus.cq.com/bill/119/S2/actions?4
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/04/nx-s1-5282379/trumps-mass-deportation-arrests-of-non-criminal-immigrants-no-criminal-record
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Trump, according to the data, which doesn’t specify the type or seriousness of those crimes.” [Texas 

Tribune, 11/3/25]  

 

Under The Trump Administration The Percentage Of ICE Arrestees With No Criminal 

Convictions Or Charges Doubled. “Under the Trump administration, a smaller percentage of Texans 

arrested by ICE have criminal convictions when compared to the Biden administration. The percentage of 

arrestees with no criminal convictions or charges has almost doubled.” [Texas Tribune, 11/3/25] 

 

 
[Texas Tribune, 11/3/25] 

 

April 2026: Federal Immigration Officers Continued To Target Large Numbers Of Immigrants 

With No Criminal Record. “Federal immigration officers continued to target large numbers of 

immigrants with no criminal record in the weeks after two U.S. citizens were shot and killed in 

Minneapolis, newly released government data shows, despite statements from Trump administration 

leaders indicating they wanted to take a more targeted approach. […] U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement data obtained through a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit filed by the Deportation Data 

Project indicates that arrest numbers have dropped. ICE averaged about 7,000 arrests a week in the six 

weeks since Alex Pretti was shot and killed on Jan. 24 — down from 9,000 earlier in January.  But a 

Washington Post analysis of the data shows that people with no criminal record still make up the largest 

share of those detained. In all, 42 percent of those detained in the six weeks after Pretti’s death had no 

criminal record. That is a slight drop from the six weeks that preceded his death, when that figure was 46 

percent. Thirty percent had prior convictions and 29 percent had pending charges in the latter weeks.” 

[Washington Post, 4/3/26]  

 

• Washington Post Headline: “Despite Signaling Change, ICE Still Arrests Many Immigrants 

With No Record.” [Washington Post, 4/3/26]  

 

January-July 2025: Nearly A Quarter Of All ICE Arrests Nationwide Occurred In Texas 

 

January-July 2025: Nearly A Quarter Of All ICE Arrests Nationwide Occurred In Texas. “From 

Trump’s inauguration to July 29, ICE made 138,068 arrests nationwide, 24% of them in Texas.  The 

Tribune analyzed ICE’s enforcement data from September 2023 to late July 2025, comparing the last 18 

months of the Biden administration with the first six months of the Trump administration’s second term. 

The data, obtained through a public records request to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security by the 

Deportation Data Project, a group of immigration lawyers and professors, shows that in Texas: ICE’s 

average daily arrests have more than doubled from 85 under Biden to 176 under Trump.” [Texas Tribune, 

11/3/25]  

 

https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2026/04/03/despite-signaling-change-ice-still-arrests-many-immigrants-with-no-record/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2026/04/03/despite-signaling-change-ice-still-arrests-many-immigrants-with-no-record/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
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• Texas Tribune Headline: “New Data Shows 1 In 4 ICE Arrests Happened In Texas Under 

Trump’s Immigration Crackdown.” [Texas Tribune, 11/3/25]  

 

South Texas Witnessed 9,100 ICE Arrests, Nearly One-Fifth Of Statewide ICE Arrests 

 

South Texas Witnessed 9,100 ICE Arrests, Nearly One-Fifth Of Statewide ICE Arrests. “The Rio 

Grande Valley has been particularly affected. ICE made 9,100 arrests in South Texas last year, nearly 

one-fifth of statewide arrests. Guerrero criticized some enforcement practices, noting that people with 

proper documentation were sometimes detained without judicial warrants.” [KVUE, 1/15/26] 

 

Immigration Agents Reportedly Increasingly Used Race To Profile Targeted Immigrants 

With The Supreme Court’s Blessing  

 

Headline: “New Evidence Shows Agents Using Slurs, Bolstering Profiling Claims” [New York 

Times, 8/11/26] 

 

ICE Agents’ Body Camera Footage And Text Messages Showed Evidence Agents Were Using 

Racial Epithets And Characterizations To Profile Targeted Immigrants. “Since immigration agents 

began carrying out a string of big, aggressive sweeps last year, civil rights groups have argued that the 

Trump administration’s mass deportation campaign has been defined by brazen racial profiling. Now, 

body-camera footage, text messages and other documents emerging from lawsuits around the country 

reveal how race and ethnicity have figured in the dragnets that unfolded in Los Angeles, Chicago, 

Minneapolis and other U.S. cities. In several instances documented in court filings, federal agents referred 

to targets as ‘tonks’ — a derogatory term typically used to refer to Mexican immigrants and intended to 

echo the sound of agents’ flashlights striking their heads. Migrants suspected of being undocumented 

were described as “wet,” shorthand for the slur wetback. And an agent who led an operation in Southern 

California later described the appearance of individuals he considered suspicious: ‘older Hispanic 

males.’” [New York Times, 8/11/26] 

 

The Supreme Court Gave Immigration Officials Permission To Use Racial Profiling To Target 

Undocumented Immigrants. “Yet even as evidence of racial profiling has come to light, what seemed 

like settled law — that law enforcement officers could not question or detain someone solely based on 

their race or ethnicity — has turned out to be far more of an open question when it comes to immigration 

enforcement. Last year, the Supreme Court took a step toward upending a half-century of jurisprudence 

when Justice Brett Kavanaugh gave a provisional blessing to such racial profiling by agents seeking out 

undocumented immigrants. The government has maintained that their operations are constitutional.” 

[New York Times, 8/11/26] 

 

A Driver In San Bernardino, CA Said In A Sworn Declaration That An Officer Pulled Him Over 

“Because He Looked Like A Paisa,” A Slang Term For “A Mexican Compatriot Or Newly Arrived 

Immigrant.” “The latest batch of depositions, videos and surveillance records in Los Angeles, first 

reported by CalMatters and The Los Angeles Times, show that immigration agents and officers were 

focused on finding ‘day laborers.’ But civil rights groups argue that their vague and varying explanations 

for whom they were looking for often defaulted to anyone who looked Latino, had darker skin or spoke 

English with an accent. That reliance on perceived race and ethnicity, they argued, also ended up 

unlawfully sweeping up U.S. citizens. In one sworn declaration, a driver in a traffic stop in San 

Bernardino, Calif., said an officer told him he had been pulled over ‘because he looked like a ‘paisa,’ a 

slang term for a Mexican compatriot or newly arrived immigrant.” [New York Times, 8/11/26] 

 

https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
https://www.kvue.com/article/news/politics/immigration-news/texas-construction-leaders-immigration-enforcement-shrinking-workforce-slowing-projects/269-99015947-32db-4265-bb86-32c0d125246d
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/11/us/videos-ice-agents-racial-profiling.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/11/us/videos-ice-agents-racial-profiling.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/11/us/videos-ice-agents-racial-profiling.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/11/us/videos-ice-agents-racial-profiling.html


  
 

dccc.org  
 

Monica De La Cruz Voted To Dramatically Expand ICE By Giving It A Budget 

Over $100 Billion, 

 

July 2025: Rep. Monica De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Which 

Increased ICE’s Budget To $85 Billion  

 

July 2025: Rep. Monica De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

 

July 2025: Rep. Monica De La Cruz Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. “July 3, 2025 — 

House Vote 190 Fiscal 2025 Budget Reconciliation Measure — Motion to Concur Motion to concur in 

the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring individual 

and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration enforcement and air 

traffic control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to partly offset the cost. 

Among other provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and appropriate more than 

$448 billion in mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other needs, including $153 

billion for defense, $89 billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for border control and 

security. It also would increase the state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 annually for five years for 

households making up to $500,000 a year until 2030, when it would permanently revert to $10,000. 

Motion agreed to 218-214. Note: A "yea" was a vote in support of the president's position.” [HR 1, Vote 

No. 190, 7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Increased ICE’s Budget To $85 Billion 

 

Headline: “How ICE Grew To Be The Highest-Funded U.S. Law Enforcement Agency” [NPR, 

1/21/26] 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Added $75 Billion To ICE’s Budget In Addition To Its $10 Billion Base 

Budget. “Under the 2025 law, ICE has a $75 billion supplement that it can take as long as four years to 

spend, along with its base budget of around $10 billion. If the agency spends that money at a steady pace 

and current funding levels continue, it would have nearly $29 billion on hand each year. That essentially 

triples ICE's total budget from recent years. To give that large number a sense of scale, consider that the 

Trump administration's 2026 appropriations request for the entire Justice Department, including the FBI, 

stands at a little over $35 billion.” [NPR, 1/21/26] 

 

June 2026: De La Cruz Voted For The “Secure America Act” Which Provided ICE With 

$38.5 Billion 

 

De La Cruz Voted For The Secure America Act Which Provided $38.5 Billion To ICE. “June 9, 

2026 — House Vote 214 Fiscal 2026 Immigration Enforcement Budget Reconciliation — Passage 

Passage of the bill that would provide $69.5 billion in funding for Department of Homeland Security 

immigration and border enforcement agencies for fiscal 2026, including $26 billion for U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection, $38.5 billion for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and $5 billion in 

additional funds to DHS for immigration enforcement. Passed 214-212. Note: A "yea" was a vote in 

support of the president's position.” [S2, Vote No. 214, 6/9/26; CQ, 6/9/26] 

 

Making It The Highest-Funded Federal Law Enforcement Agency In The Country, 

 

https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://plus.cq.com/bill/119/HR1/actions?18
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/21/nx-s1-5674887/ice-budget-funding-congress-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/21/nx-s1-5674887/ice-budget-funding-congress-trump
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026214
https://plus.cq.com/bill/119/S2/actions?4
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The OBBBA Made ICE The Highest-Funded Law Enforcement Agency In The Country  

 

Headline: “How ICE Grew To Be The Highest-Funded U.S. Law Enforcement Agency” [NPR, 

1/21/26] 

 

Due To The Big Beautiful Bill, ICE’s Budget Soared To $75 Billion, Doubling The Department Of 

Justice And FBI’s Budget. “Under the 2025 law, ICE has a $75 billion supplement that it can take as 

long as four years to spend, along with its base budget of around $10 billion. If the agency spends that 

money at a steady pace and current funding levels continue, it would have nearly $29 billion on hand each 

year. That essentially triples ICE's total budget from recent years. To give that large number a sense of 

scale, consider that the Trump administration's 2026 appropriations request for the entire Justice 

Department, including the FBI, stands at a little over $35 billion.” [NPR, 1/21/26] 

 

Giving Them A Budget Larger Than The US Marine Corps. 
 

The U.S. Marine Corps Budget Was $53.72 Billion  

 

The U.S. Marine Corps’ Budget For Fiscal Year 2025 Stood At $53.72 Billion. “The U.S. Marine 

Corps' budget for Fiscal Year 2025 is approximately $53.72 billion. This represents a portion of the larger 

Department of the Navy budget (mentioned above), which includes both the Navy and Marine Corps. The 

Marine Corps budget for 2025 reflects a focus on readiness and modernization, particularly through 

investments in Force Design initiatives. Known as a rapid-response, amphibious force, this funding 

supports: Deployment Operations: Marines are often the first to respond to crises, disasters, or combat 

situations. Equipment Enhancements: Investments focus on amphibious vehicles, tactical gear, and 

advanced weapons tailored for versatile operations. Training Programs: Preparation for both combat and 

humanitarian missions is a priority for the Marines.” [USAMM, 6/19/25] 

 

Her Actions Have Led To The Killing Of Immigrants And American Citizens; Our 

Communities Deserve Better. 

 

2025-2026: ICE Increasingly Targeted And Arrested Migrants With No Criminal Records, 

With A Quarter Of All ICE Arrests Occurring In Texas, Where South Texas Alone 

Witnessed 9,100 ICE Arrests 

 

2025-2026: ICE Increasingly Targeted And Arrested Migrants With No Criminal Records  

 

NPR Headline: “ICE Has Arrested Scores Of Migrants In The U.S. Who Have No Criminal 

Records.” [NPR, 2/5/25]  

 

2025: Under Trump, Over Half Of ICE Arrests Did Not Have A Criminal Record. “During last 

year’s presidential campaign, Trump promised ‘the largest deportation program of criminals in the history 

of America,’ and administration officials have repeatedly said they are going after ‘the worst of the 

worst.’  But during its first six months, the data show that the Trump administration has been arresting 

more people who don’t have a criminal record than the Biden administration did in its final 18 months. In 

Texas, 58% of people ICE arrested under Biden had criminal convictions, compared to 42% under 

Trump, according to the data, which doesn’t specify the type or seriousness of those crimes.” [Texas 

Tribune, 11/3/25]  

 

https://www.npr.org/2026/01/21/nx-s1-5674887/ice-budget-funding-congress-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/21/nx-s1-5674887/ice-budget-funding-congress-trump
https://www.usamm.com/blogs/news/how-much-does-the-us-spend-on-military
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/04/nx-s1-5282379/trumps-mass-deportation-arrests-of-non-criminal-immigrants-no-criminal-record
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
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Under The Trump Administration The Percentage Of ICE Arrestees With No Criminal 

Convictions Or Charges Doubled. “Under the Trump administration, a smaller percentage of Texans 

arrested by ICE have criminal convictions when compared to the Biden administration. The percentage of 

arrestees with no criminal convictions or charges has almost doubled.” [Texas Tribune, 11/3/25] 

 

 
[Texas Tribune, 11/3/25] 

 

April 2026: Federal Immigration Officers Continued To Target Large Numbers Of Immigrants 

With No Criminal Record. “Federal immigration officers continued to target large numbers of 

immigrants with no criminal record in the weeks after two U.S. citizens were shot and killed in 

Minneapolis, newly released government data shows, despite statements from Trump administration 

leaders indicating they wanted to take a more targeted approach. […] U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement data obtained through a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit filed by the Deportation Data 

Project indicates that arrest numbers have dropped. ICE averaged about 7,000 arrests a week in the six 

weeks since Alex Pretti was shot and killed on Jan. 24 — down from 9,000 earlier in January.  But a 

Washington Post analysis of the data shows that people with no criminal record still make up the largest 

share of those detained. In all, 42 percent of those detained in the six weeks after Pretti’s death had no 

criminal record. That is a slight drop from the six weeks that preceded his death, when that figure was 46 

percent. Thirty percent had prior convictions and 29 percent had pending charges in the latter weeks.” 

[Washington Post, 4/3/26]  

 

• Washington Post Headline: “Despite Signaling Change, ICE Still Arrests Many Immigrants 

With No Record.” [Washington Post, 4/3/26]  

 

January-July 2025: Nearly A Quarter Of All ICE Arrests Nationwide Occurred In Texas 

 

January-July 2025: Nearly A Quarter Of All ICE Arrests Nationwide Occurred In Texas. “From 

Trump’s inauguration to July 29, ICE made 138,068 arrests nationwide, 24% of them in Texas.  The 

Tribune analyzed ICE’s enforcement data from September 2023 to late July 2025, comparing the last 18 

months of the Biden administration with the first six months of the Trump administration’s second term. 

The data, obtained through a public records request to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security by the 

Deportation Data Project, a group of immigration lawyers and professors, shows that in Texas: ICE’s 

average daily arrests have more than doubled from 85 under Biden to 176 under Trump.” [Texas Tribune, 

11/3/25]  

 

• Texas Tribune Headline: “New Data Shows 1 In 4 ICE Arrests Happened In Texas Under 

Trump’s Immigration Crackdown.” [Texas Tribune, 11/3/25]  

 

https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2026/04/03/despite-signaling-change-ice-still-arrests-many-immigrants-with-no-record/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2026/04/03/despite-signaling-change-ice-still-arrests-many-immigrants-with-no-record/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/11/03/texas-trump-immigration-crackdown-ice-arrests-deportation/
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South Texas Witnessed 9,100 ICE Arrests, Nearly One-Fifth Of Statewide ICE Arrests 

 

South Texas Witnessed 9,100 ICE Arrests, Nearly One-Fifth Of Statewide ICE Arrests. “The Rio 

Grande Valley has been particularly affected. ICE made 9,100 arrests in South Texas last year, nearly 

one-fifth of statewide arrests. Guerrero criticized some enforcement practices, noting that people with 

proper documentation were sometimes detained without judicial warrants.” [KVUE, 1/15/26] 

 

https://www.kvue.com/article/news/politics/immigration-news/texas-construction-leaders-immigration-enforcement-shrinking-workforce-slowing-projects/269-99015947-32db-4265-bb86-32c0d125246d
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