
Gabe Evans (CO-08) Research Report 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

In 2024, Evans Made Substance Abuse Issues, Such As Drug Overdoses And Fentanyl, A Central Theme 

Of His Campaign, But Once Elected To Congress He Voted To Kick 53,000 People In Colorado With 

Substance-Abuse Disorder Off Their Healthcare   

 

✓ Evans campaigned on tackling the fentanyl crisis and claimed his work as a police officer inspired him to 

focus on the issue. 

 

✓ October 10, 2024: An ad from Evans’ campaign said there was “a 100 percent increase in fentanyl 

deaths” and that his “mission” in Congress was to stop the fentanyl crisis. 

 

✓ October 23, 2024: An ad from Evans’ campaign said, “record fentanyl overdoses” were “the reality 

of Colorado today,” but Evans “[knew] how to fix it” because he was a former police officer. 

 

✓ November 11, 2024: Evans said he was inspired to get involved in politics after witnessing drug 

overdoses as a police officer. 

 

✓ January 4, 2025: Evans said ending “the scourge of fentanyl” would be one of his top priorities in 

Congress. 

 

✓ Evans voted for the largest Medicaid cut in history, which was projected to kick 53,000 people in 

Colorado with substance-abuse disorder off their healthcare. 

 

✓ May 2025 and July 2025: Evans voted twice for the One Big Beautiful Bill. 

 

✓ May 2025: Evans voted for the House’s version of the One Big Beautiful Bill. 

 

✓ July 2025: Evans voted for final passage of the Senate version of the One Big Beautiful Bill. 

 

✓ The One Big Beautiful Bill cut nearly $1 trillion from Medicaid, which was the largest cut to 

Medicaid in American history. 

 

✓ The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Medicaid cuts would have a devastating impact on Coloradans 

struggling with substance abuse disorders. 

 

✓ An estimated 53,000 people in Colorado with substance-abuse disorder would lose access to health 

care coverage because of Medicaid cuts in the One Big Beautiful Bill. 

 

✓ According to Brookings, the One Big Beautiful Bill was expected to have “a devastating impact on 

people with substance use disorders by posing significant procedural barriers to Medicaid 

eligibility.” 

 

✓ An analysis from the University of Pennsylvania projected Medicaid cuts in the One Big Beautiful 

Bill would result in 1,000 more overdose deaths over the course of one year. 

 

✓ Evans was silent as the Trump administration pardoned convicted drug traffickers and gutted funding for 

crucial substance abuse disorder programs. 

 



✓ Trump pardoned Juan Orlando Hernández, the former president of Honduras who helped smuggle at 

least 400 tons of cocaine into the United States. 

 

✓ Federal prosecutors said Hernández aided drug traffickers by protecting them from extradition 

and prosecution. 

 

✓ Trump pardoned Ross Ulbricht, the operator of an illegal drug marketplace who was sentenced to 

life in prison on conspiracy to commit drug trafficking, money laundering, and computer hacking 

charges. 

 

✓ Prosecutors noted Ulbricht’s website facilitated the sale of more than $200 million worth of 

drugs. 

 

✓ The Trump administration proposed restructuring the Department of Health and Humans Services 

and cutting substance abuse grant programs, which put “essential services for millions of Americans 

with mental health and substance use disorders at risk.” 

 

✓ Trump’s Fiscal Year 2026 budget proposed restructuring the Substance Abuse and Mental 

Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and the Health Resources and Services 

Administration (HRSA) and reduced their operating budget by $1 billion. 

 

✓ Trump’s Fiscal Year 2026 budget proposed cutting $1 billion in funding from Programs of 

Regional and National Significance (PRNS) grants, which funded state programs focused on 

mental health, substance use prevention, and substance use treatment. 

 

✓ Colorado received more than $26 million in PRNS funding in Fiscal Year 2024. 

 

✓ Trump’s Fiscal Year 2026 budget proposed consolidating existing mental health and substance 

use disorder grant programs into one block grant and cutting funding for certain grants by at 

least 10.4%. 

 

✓ The proposed cuts in Trump’s budget put “essential services for millions of Americans with 

mental health and substance use disorders at risk.” 

 

✓ March 2025: The Trump administration cancelled $11.4 billion in funding for grants that supported 

addiction recovery programs, mental health services, and other programs. 

 

✓ Experts warned the funding cuts could trigger substance abuse treatment disruptions and would 

claw back funds that states used to reduce overdose deaths. 

 

✓ Allie Eliot, a spokesperson for Colorado's Behavioral Health Administration, said the $250 

million in federal cuts would affect as many as 60 programs in Colorado and could put patients 

at risk. 

 

✓ A review of Evans’ social media and public statements returned no apparent mentions of Trump’s 

pardons or proposed funding cuts. 

 

✓ Investments in substance abuse prevention programs were credited with reducing overdose deaths in the 

United States. 

 

✓ Overdose deaths in the United States fell by nearly 25% from 2023 to 2024. 

 

✓ Experts said continuing and expanding federal funding for overdose prevention effort was the best 

way to continue to reduce overdoses. 



 

✓ Brookings noted “any strategy that emphasizes supply reduction to the exclusion of other proven 

public health approaches to substance use will not decrease overdose deaths and other harms, and in 

fact, may increase fatality.” 

 

Evans Voted To Gut Clean Energy Tax Credits, Which Threatened Hundreds Of Millions In Investments 

In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District 

 

✓ Evans voted for devastating cuts to Colorado’s clean energy sector… 

 

✓ July 2025: Evans voted for the final passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill, which repealed clean 

energy tax credits. 

 

✓ The repeal of clean energy tax credits was predicted to increase energy costs while threatening 

business investments in Colorado’s 8th Congressional District. 

 

✓ Future clean energy projects were predicted to cost about 50% more than those that received tax 

credits. 

 

✓ Energy and utility costs were expected to increase because of the repeal of clean energy tax 

credits, with household energy costs in Colorado projected to increase 7% by 2035. 

 

✓ …And remained silent as the Trump administration terminated $8 billion for clean energy projects, 

including $33 million in Colorado’s 8th congressional district. 

 

✓ October 1, 2025: The Trump administration terminated $8 billion in Department of Energy grants for 

clean energy projects across the United States. 

  

✓ The cuts cancelled funding for two projects in Colorado’s 8th Congressional District, totaling over 

$33 million. 

 

✓ The Trump administration terminated a $27,000,000 federal grant for Tri-State Generation and 

Transmission Association in Colorado’s 8th congressional district. 

 

✓ The Trump administration terminated a $6,124,821 federal grant for United Power in Colorado’s 

8th congressional district. 

 

✓ The cancelled clean energy grants supported the types of projects Evans’ claimed the United States 

needed to invest in an “all the above” energy approach. 

 

✓ Evans said he supported an “all-the-above” energy strategy that included wind and solar. 

 

✓ Evans said the United States needed to invest in wind and solar projects “for a more resilient, 

secure America” and infrastructure such as modernized grids to support “affordable, reliable, 

and secure energy.” 

 

✓ Tri-State’s $27 million cancelled grant was to help improve electric grid efficiency, capacity, 

and reliability while integrating renewable resources and managing energy load. 

 

✓ Union Power’s $6 million DOE grant supported installing solar panels to provide backup power 

for an aging generator at Fort Lupton’s sewage treatment plant. 

 

✓ Evans stayed silent on the $33 million in lost funding for his district. 

 



✓ Despite his votes and actions, Evans has attempted to fashion himself as a clean energy champion and 

acknowledged the importance of the industry as a “reliable and innovative partner” in his district. 

 

✓ Evans repeatedly acknowledged the economic impact and importance of the clean energy industry in 

his district. 

 

✓ November 2025: Evans said one in two wind generators in the United States were made in 

Colorado’s 8th Congressional District.  

 

✓ Evans said Colorado’s 8th Congressional District was home to “some of the largest solar 

projects in the country.” 

 

✓ Evans said the wind and solar industries in Colorado’s 8th Congressional District were 

experiencing “anxiety” due to policy “whiplash.” 

 

✓ September 2025: Evans said clean energy tax credits “helped fuel Colorado’s economy, creating new 

jobs, supporting small businesses and large companies alike, and attracting billions of dollars in 

private sector investment.” 

 

✓ Evans said “clean energy has quickly risen as a reliable and innovative partner” in energy 

production. 

 

✓ May 2025: Evans said, “unleashing American energy dominance means unleashing all forms of 

energy in a safe, affordable and reliable way” and that Colorado needed “to solidify an all-of-

the-above approach,” which included wind and solar. 

  

✓ Evans repeatedly proclaimed his support for clean energy tax credits during One Big Beautiful Bill 

negotiations, warning cuts would “jeopardize” investments and increase costs for consumers. 

 

✓ March 2025: Evans signed a Republican-led letter to the House Ways and Means Committee 

opposing cuts to clean energy tax credits. 

 

✓ Evans warned timelines for domestic energy production and infrastructure could be 

“jeopardized” by cuts to clean energy tax credits. 

 

✓ Evans said both his constituents and the energy industry were “concerned” about changes to the 

“nation’s energy tax structure.” 

 

✓ May 2025: Evans said clean energy tax credits “encourage critical clean energy technologies, create 

good-paying jobs and enhance U.S. energy security.” 

 

✓ May 2025: Evans warned that cutting the clean energy tax credits in the One Big Beautiful Bill 

would lead to higher energy bills for consumers. 

 

✓ June 2025: After his initial vote to cut clean energy tax credits, Evans signed onto a letter asking 

Senate Republicans to “mitigate” negative impacts of the One Big Beautiful Bill’s cuts to the energy 

tax credits. 

 

Gabe Evans Praised JBS Leadership And Failed to Reach Out to Workers At Its Greeley Facility As They 

Fought For Fair Wages And Better Working Conditions 

 

✓ March 2026: Workers at JBS’ Greeley meatpacking plant announced plans to strike over unfair labor 

practices 

 



✓ Workers reported that JBS charged them for replacement personal protective equipment, proposed 

inadequate wage increases, and committed unfair labor practices that prevented a contract 

agreement. 

 

✓ Some workers said they were charged $1,100 or more by JBS to replace critical protective gear and 

offered wage increases as low as 60 cents an hour. 

 

✓ JBS stopped production at its Greeley facility in anticipation of the strike. 

 

✓ As of March 4, 2026, Evans failed to reach out to UFCW7 regarding the strike despite representing the 

district in which the JBS Plant was located. 

 

✓ Workers at JBS’ Greeley facility voted to strike in the face of looming deportation threats from the 

Trump administration and raids on other meatpacking facilities. 

 

✓ The President of UFCW Local 7 estimated 80% to 90% of the workforce at JBS’ Greeley facility 

was foreign born. 

 

✓ February 2026: Haitian workers at JBS’ Greeley plant faced looming deportation threats as the 

Trump administration sought to revoke their temporary protected status. 

 

✓ Latino and immigrant workers feared that voting in the union election could lead to retaliation due to 

JBS’ close relationship with the Trump administration. 

 

✓ Immigrant workers at other meatpacking plants around the country faced arrests and deportations. 

 

✓ June 2025: ICE arrested 67 people at a Nebraska meatpacking plant. 

 

✓ July 2025: More than 200 employees at a JBS pork production facility in Iowa faced deportation 

after the Trump administration terminated their work authorizations. 

 

✓ Evans repeatedly insisted that immigration enforcement was targeted at only people with criminal 

backgrounds. 

 

✓ JBS had history of labor violations, including child labor violations and allegations of human trafficking. 

 

✓ The Department of Labor determined JBS violated child labor laws when their contractor employed 

children in dangerous jobs and during overnight shifts at the company’s facilities in multiple states 

including Colorado. 

 

✓ In formal complaints, UFCW Local 7 claimed JBS misrepresented work and living conditions while 

recruiting migrant workers, which constituted human trafficking. 

 

✓ Evans met with JBS leadership in Washington and praised the company as “vital” to Colorado’s 8th 

Congressional District’s workforce. 

  

✓ January 2025: Evans met with JBS CEO Wesley Batista Filho in Washington, D.C. 

 

✓ April 2025: Evans toured JBS’ beef processing facility and said the company was “vital to our 

workforce and economy.”  

 

✓ February 2025: Evans said he was “thrilled” about JBS’ Expansion Project at its Greeley plant and 

said they were a “vital piece” of Colorado’s 8th Congressional District’s economy. 

 



✓ Evans’ voted against labor and union protections in Colorado’s state legislature, including bills that 

strengthened child labor laws and wage violation enforcements 

 

✓ Evans voted against a bill that expanded legal action to hold a company accountable for breaking 

child labor laws  

 

✓ HB23-1196 expanded the legal action that a child, or parent of the child, could take to hold a 

company accountable for breaking child labor laws. 

 

✓ Evans voted no on HB23-1196. 

 

✓ Evans voted against a bill that ensured equal pay for equal work by requiring the director of the 

Department of Labor and Employment to investigate employer violations of wage inequality. 

 

✓ SB23-105 ensured equal pay for equal work. 

 

✓ Evans voted no on SB23-105. 

 

✓ Evans voted against a bill that implemented public employees’ workplace protections like the right 

to discuss workplace issues, join an employee organization, and raise concerns without retaliation. 

  

✓ SB23-111 implemented workplace protections for public-sector employees. 

 

✓ Evans voted against SB23-111. 

 

Evans Claimed He Would Not Support Harmful Cuts To Medicaid But Then Voted For The Largest 

Medicaid Cut In History  

  

✓ April 2025: Evans said he opposed Medicaid cuts “that harm Colorado providers or patients.” 

 

✓ Evans voted for the One Big Beautiful Bill, which triggered the largest Medicaid cut in history. 

 

✓ May 2025 and July 2025: Evans voted twice for the One Big Beautiful Bill. 

 

✓ The One Big Beautiful Bill cut $1 trillion from Medicaid, which was the largest cut to Medicaid in 

American history. 

 

✓ Less than a month after voting to gut Medicaid, Evans introduced a resolution honoring the 60th 

anniversary of Medicaid, saying it was “paramount that congress preserve access to” Medicaid and 

“Republicans are fighting to protect Medicaid.” 

 

✓ On July 29, 2025, Evans introduced a resolution honoring the 60th anniversary of Medicaid, 

noting its importance. 

 

✓ Evans’ vote to gut Medicaid had harmful consequences for Colorado’s 8th Congressional District. 

 

✓ The U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee minority estimated nearly 30,000 people in 

Colorado’s 8th Congressional District would lose health insurance because of Medicaid cuts in the 

One Big Beautiful Bill. 

 

✓ Hospitals in Colorado’s 8th Congressional District were estimated to lose $31,868,432 annually in 

Medicaid revenue because of Medicaid cuts in the One Big Beautiful Bill. 

 

Evans Said Affordability Was A Top Priority For Him But Supported Cost-Raising Tariffs  



 

✓ Evans repeatedly said cost of living and affordability was top priorities for him and pledged to factor it 

into his decision making in Congress. 

 

✓ October 2024: Evans said he was “skeptical of tariffs or trade barriers, except when America’s 

national security is jeopardized.” 

 

✓ Evans voted eight times for Trump’s reckless tariff policy. 

 

✓ February 2026: Evans voted against terminating Trump’s tariffs, after voting repeatedly to delay a 

vote on the issue. 

 

✓ February 2026: Evans voted for providing consideration of the Law-Enforcement Innovate to De-

Escalate Act, the Undersea Cable Protection Act, the Securing America’s Critical Minerals Supply 

Act, and blocking consideration of joint resolutions terminating Trump’s tariff. 

 

✓ February 2026: Evans voted for blocking consideration of the Law-Enforcement Innovate to De-

Escalate Act, the Undersea Cable Protection Act, and the Securing America’s Critical Minerals 

Supply Act. 

 

✓ September 2025: House Republicans voted to block Congress from challenging Trump’s tariffs 

through March 2026. 

 

✓ April 2025: Evans voted to block Congress from challenging Trump’s tariffs through September 

2025. 

 

✓ April 2025: Evans voted for blocking consideration of an amendment striking a section of the rule 

that would prevent the House from voting on Trump’s tariffs. 

 

✓ April 2025: Evans voted for blocking consideration of a joint resolution to terminate Trump’s tariffs. 

 

✓ March 2025: House Republicans voted to block Congress from challenging Trump’s tariffs for the 

rest of the year.  

 

✓ April 2025: Evans defended Trump’s tariff policy, saying “I'm a big believer in free trade, but free 

trade has to be fair trade as well.” 

 

✓ Trump’s tariffs were predicted to increase costs for Coloradans and trigger higher inflation. 

 

✓ The estimated effective tariff rate in Colorado increased from 3% in 2024 to 21% in 2025 under 

Trump’s tariff policy. 

 

✓ Tariffs on durable goods, such as automobiles and household appliances, were expected to cause up 

to $600 million in additional costs to Colorado consumers. 

 

✓ Inflation was predicted to increase in 2026 as a result of Trump’s tariff policy. 

 

Evans Promised To “Tackle” Reckless Spending, But Voted To Add $3 Trillion To The National Deficit  

 

✓ Evans supported a balanced budget amendment and warned of “the always-growing national debt.” 

 

✓ September 2023: Evans said he would “tackle the tough challenges facing America: reckless 

spending and runaway inflation” if elected to Congress. 

 



✓ October 2024: Evans supported a balanced budget amendment. 

 

✓ A balanced-budget amendment threatened Americans’ health care and Social Security. 

 

✓ Evans said “our country is spending money we don’t have, leading to inflation and the always-

growing national debt.” 

 

✓ Evans voted for the One Big Beautiful Bill, which added $3.4 trillion to the national deficit. 

 

✓ May 2025 and July 2025: Evans voted twice for the One Big Beautiful Bill. 

 

✓ The One Big Beautiful Bill would increase the national deficit by $3.4 trillion over the next decade. 

 

Evans Misrepresented His Grandfather’s Immigration Story, Falsely Claiming He Immigrated To The 

United States “The Right Way” And “The Legal Way” 

 

✓ 40.2% of the population in Colorado’s 8th Congressional District identified as Hispanic or Latino. 

 

✓ 2024: Evans won Colorado’s 8th Congressional District by less than 2,500 votes. 

 

✓ Evans claimed immigrants needed to come to the United States “the right way” like his grandfather did. 

 

✓ According to public records, Evans’ grandfather, Cuauhtemoc Chavez, resided unlawfully in the 

United States for 12 years before he was arrested for an “immigration violation” in 1941. 

 

✓ Evans repeatedly misstated details of his grandfather’s immigration story. 

 

✓ Evans said his grandfather immigrated from Mexico in “search of a safer place to raise a family and 

chase the American dream,” despite arriving when he was only five years old.   

  

✓ Evans claimed his grandfather became a citizen in 1943 while serving in the Army, but immigration 

records indicated he was granted citizenship in 1946 under a 1944 law that eliminated proof of 

lawful entry as a requirement for naturalization. 

 

✓ Evans claimed it took his grandfather 13 years to receive U.S. citizenship, but immigration records 

indicated Evans’ grandfather applied once for citizenship in 1946 and was granted citizenship the 

same year. 

 

✓ Jennifer Chavez, Evans’ maternal aunt, said Evans’ rhetoric around immigration “would have pissed my 

dad off.” 

 

✓ Evans’ aunt said Evans “barely knew” his grandfather and “misrepresented” his story to suggest he 

would have supported Trump. 

 

✓ Evans supported immigration policies that would have resulted in his grandfather’s deportation. 

 

✓ Immigration documents indicated Evans’ grandfather was arrested for attempted burglary at 16. 

 

✓ Evans said he “strongly” supported “immediate deportation for criminals or freeloaders.” 

 

✓ Evans said, “we have to aggressively target those individuals who are illegally in our communities, 

committing crimes, and those are the folks that we have to deport.” 

 



✓ Evans supported the Laken Riley Act, which allowed for the detention of undocumented immigrants 

arrested for a burglary, theft, larceny, or shoplifting offense. 

 

Evans Claimed His Mother “Thought The Best Life Had To Offer Was A Dirt Floor Hut In Juarez, 

Mexico” Even Though She Was Born In The United States And Grew Up In El Paso, Texas  

 

✓ Evans claimed his mother, Rebecca Chavez, “thought the best life had to offer was a dirt floor hut in 

Juarez, Mexico” at least 10 times.  

 

✓ Evans said his mother’s story of achieving the American dream despite thinking “she was going to 

grow up in a dirt floor hut in Juarez” resonated “with Hispanics [and] with most folks in the 8th 

Congressional District.” 

 

✓ Evans’ maternal aunt said the claim was “just totally delusional” and noted they were raised in El Paso, 

Texas. 

 

✓ Evans’ mother was born in the United States and raised in El Paso, Texas. 

 

✓ Evans’ maternal aunt said the story was “a fabrication made up, in my opinion, purposely to play on the 

emotions of the Hispanic voters in his district.” 

 

Evans Inflated His Rancher Credentials, Possibly In An Attempt To Appeal To Voters In One Of 

Colorado’s Largest Agricultural Districts 

 

✓ Colorado’s 8th Congressional District ranked second in the state for livestock, poultry, and products 

sales, with Weld County, CO, being a top agricultural county in the United States. 

 

✓ Evans said he knew “the challenges farmers face” as “someone who operates a small family farm.” 

 

✓ Evans described himself as the operator of a family farm and a “beef producer.” 

 

✓ Evans’ home in Weld County received an agricultural tax designation. 

 

✓ Since 2023, the tax savings Evans received from his property’s agricultural tax designation were 

reportedly almost double the income he reported from ranching and beef production. 

 

✓ Evans’ home in Weld County received an agricultural tax designation, which entitled him to 

“ongoing tax breaks.” 

 

✓ 2023-2025: Evans saved an estimated $3,000 from agricultural tax breaks on his property.  

 

✓ Since 2023, Evans reported less than $2,100 in income from “farm profits.” 

 

✓ Evans reported on federal personal financial disclosures that he earned $345 in farm profits in 

2025. 

 

✓ Evans reported on federal personal financial disclosures that he earned $1,709 in farm profits in 

2024. 

 

✓ Evans likely earned less than $200 in farm profits based on federal personal financial 

Disclosures in 2023. 

 

✓ In 2025, Evans said he had “to build a fence for the cows this summer” despite reportedly not having 

cattle on his property. 



 

✓ Following his election to Congress, Evans boarded a cow, heifer, and a young bull calf at Cwm 

Ceffyl Ranch. 

 

 

In 2024, Evans Made Substance Abuse Issues, Such As Drug Overdoses And Fentanyl, A 

Central Theme Of His Campaign, But Once Elected To Congress He Voted To Kick 53,000 

People In Colorado With Substance-Abuse Disorder Off Their Healthcare   

 

Evans Campaigned On Tackling The Fentanyl Crisis And Claimed His Work As A Police Officer 

Inspired Him To Focus On The Issue 

 

Evans Said It Would Be His “Mission” To Stop The “Scourge Of Fentanyl” During His 2024 Campaign For 

Congress. “When he was running for Congress in 2024, Gabe Evans said that if elected, it would be his ‘mission’ 

to stop the ‘scourge of fentanyl.’ It was a central campaign theme, repeated by Evans in ads, radio shows, debates, 

interviews, and pretty much anywhere else he could say it. He blamed the substance abuse crisis on Colorado Gov. 

Jared Polis, the state legislature, immigrants, the ‘left,’ and every single Democratic leader in Colorado, especially 

his congressional opponent, incumbent Yadira Caraveo, whom he dramatically – and falsely – identified as 

‘responsible for it all.’” [Colorado Times Recorder, 4/16/26] 

 

Colorado Politics: Evans “Made Attacks On Bipartisan State Legislation That Relaxed Penalties On Low-

Level Possession Of The Synthetic Opioid Central To His Campaign.” “Evans, who was serving in the state 

House when he ran for Congress last year, made attacks on bipartisan state legislation that relaxed penalties on low-

level possession of the synthetic opioid central to his campaign. Evans unseated Democrat Yadira Caraveo, a 

former state lawmaker and Thornton pediatrician, in one of the closest congressional races in the country.” 

[Colorado Politics, 2/10/25] 

 

October 10, 2024: An Ad From Evans’ Campaign Said There Was “A 100 Percent Increase In Fentanyl 

Deaths” And That His “Mission” In Congress Was To Stop The Fentanyl Crisis 

 

October 10, 2024: An Ad From Evans’ Campaign Said There Was “A 100 Percent Increase In Fentanyl 

Deaths” And That His “Mission” In Congress Was To Stop The Fentanyl Crisis. “For command 23, copy, an 

overdose copy. This is our reality now, 100% increase in fentanyl's debts because liberals open the border, legalize 

fentanyl and let criminals out of jail. And Yadira Caraveo voted for it all. I'm Gabe Evans served in a combat zone, 

spent 10 years as a police officer. My new mission is to stop Caraveo's fentanyl crisis. That's why we stand with 

Gabe. I'm Gabe Evans and I approve this message.” [BigAL, 10/10/24, AdMo, accessed 12/2/25] 

 

October 23, 2024: An Ad From Evans’ Campaign Said, “Record Fentanyl Overdoses” Were “The Reality Of 

Colorado Today,” But Evans “[Knew] How To Fix It” Because He Was A Former Police Officer 

 

October 23, 2024: An Ad From Evans’ Campaign Said, “Record Fentanyl Overdoses” Were “The Reality Of 

Colorado Today,” But Evans “[Knew] How To Fix It” Because He Was A Former Police Officer. “Record 

carjackings, record fentanyl overdoses. This is the reality of Colorado today. Liberals defunded the police. 

Colorado got a crime wave because fewer cops on the streets means more crime. And Caraveo voted for it all. I'm 

Gabe Evans spent 10 years as a police officer and watched Caraveo defund the police but I know how to fix it. Fire 

Caravello before it's too late. I'm Gabe Evans and I approve this message.” [Gabe Evans for Congress, Facebook, 

10/23/24] 

 

November 11, 2024: Evans Said He Was Inspired To Get Involved In Politics After Witnessing Drug 

Overdoses As A Police Officer  

 

https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2026/04/evans-rode-to-power-promising-to-fix-the-drug-abuse-crisis-but-experts-say-hes-made-it-worse/78191/
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/2025/02/07/colorados-gabe-evans-delivers-maiden-floor-speech-ahead-of-house-passage-of-fentanyl-related-bill/
https://bigal.media/dashboard/dashboard.php?DistrictID=3624
https://host2.adimpact.com/admo/viewer/3af52437-a400-4a5d-ac91-5eb5a78e3963?source=email
https://www.facebook.com/reel/891828242929554


November 11, 2024: Evans Said Seeing Drug Overdoses As A Police Officer Inspired Him To Run For 

Colorado State House And Later Congress. “In his speech, he listed out the problems he’s seen take over 

Colorado, focusing on things like drug overdoses and bank robberies. ‘I saw those problems as a police officer. (I) 

couldn't have the impact I wanted as a police officer, and so that's why I ran for and won my state House seat, and 

that's why I'm now so incredibly honored by the confidence and by the faith that the voters in Colorado's 8th 

Congressional District have instilled in me as their new representative-elect,’ Evans said. ‘In many ways, this was a 

tremendous victory for Colorado Republicans and for balance and for dialogue in the state.’” [CPR News, 

11/11/24] 

 

Evans: “I Saw [Drug Overdoses And Bank Robberies] As A Police Officer. (I) Couldn't Have The Impact I 

Wanted As A Police Officer, And So That's Why I Ran For And Won My State House Seat, And That's Why 

I'm Now So Incredibly Honored By The Confidence And By The Faith That The Voters In Colorado's 8th 

Congressional District Have Instilled In Me As Their New Representative-Elect.” “In his speech, he listed out 

the problems he’s seen take over Colorado, focusing on things like drug overdoses and bank robberies. ‘I saw those 

problems as a police officer. (I) couldn't have the impact I wanted as a police officer, and so that's why I ran for and 

won my state House seat, and that's why I'm now so incredibly honored by the confidence and by the faith that the 

voters in Colorado's 8th Congressional District have instilled in me as their new representative-elect,’ Evans said. 

‘In many ways, this was a tremendous victory for Colorado Republicans and for balance and for dialogue in the 

state.’” [CPR News, 11/11/24] 

 

January 4, 2025: Evans Said Ending “The Scourge Of Fentanyl” Would Be One Of His Top Priorities In 

Congress  

 

January 4, 2025: Evans Said, “We Need To Work To Get Colorado Back To A Safer Place And End The 

Scourge Of Fentanyl” While Discussing His Priorities In Congress. “Rep. Gabe Evans on Friday reaffirmed his 

commitment to addressing immigration and prioritizing the safety of Colorado communities over the next two 

years…Evans also aims to rein in crime in Colorado, reporting that the state ranks high in bank robberies as well as 

teenage fentanyl deaths. Evans looks to establish an integrated approach between federal, state and local levels to 

help make Colorado a safer place to live. ‘That’s one of my top priorities. I’ve heard a lot about this from my 

constituents, and I continue to hear a lot about that,’ Evans said. ‘We need to work to get Colorado back to a safer 

place and end the scourge of fentanyl.’” [Greeley Tribune, 1/4/25] 

 

• Evans Said He Was Committed To Prioritizing Public Safety In Colorado And Referenced Teenage 

Fentanyl Deaths As An Example Of Crime. “Rep. Gabe Evans on Friday reaffirmed his commitment to 

addressing immigration and prioritizing the safety of Colorado communities over the next two years…Evans 

also aims to rein in crime in Colorado, reporting that the state ranks high in bank robberies as well as teenage 

fentanyl deaths. Evans looks to establish an integrated approach between federal, state and local levels to help 

make Colorado a safer place to live. ‘That’s one of my top priorities. I’ve heard a lot about this from my 

constituents, and I continue to hear a lot about that,’ Evans said. ‘We need to work to get Colorado back to a 

safer place and end the scourge of fentanyl.’” [Greeley Tribune, 1/4/25] 

 

Evans Voted For The Largest Medicaid Cut In History, Which Was Projected To Kick 53,000 

People In Colorado With Substance-Abuse Disorder Off Their Healthcare 

  

Evans Voted For The OBBB, Which Was Expected To Kick 53,000 People In Colorado With 

Substance Abuse Disorder Off Of Medicaid.  “Evans’ biggest blow to Colorado’s efforts to combat 

substance abuse came in the form of his two votes for the One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBB), which cut $1 

trillion from Medicaid, the health insurance program for low-income people that’s funded with federal 

and state dollars. It was the largest cut in the program’s history and is expected to result in an estimated 

100,000 to 150,000 Coloradans losing health insurance. Of those, an estimated 53,000 Medicaid enrollees 

in Colorado with ‘substance-use disorder could lose coverage and access to treatment’ under the OBBB, 

according to a report by the Center for American Progress, a progressive think tank. Nationally, over 1.6 

million people with this disorder could be dropped from Medicaid. In a commentary published by the 
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Brookings Institution, Regina LaBelle, a professor at Georgetown University, and David R. Holtgrave, an 

adjunct professor at Johns Hopkins University, reported last year that the Medicaid cuts for drug abuse 

treatment would have ‘devastating consequences.’” [Colorado Times Recorder, 4/16/26] 
 

May 2025 And July 2025: Evans Voted Twice For The One Big Beautiful Bill  

 

May 2025: Evans Voted For The House’s Version Of The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

May 2025: Evans Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In May 2025, Evans voted for: “Passage of 

the bill that would provide for approximately $3.8 trillion in net tax cuts and $321 billion in military, border 

enforcement and judiciary spending, offset by $1.5 trillion in spending reductions, as instructed in the fiscal 2025 

budget resolution (H Con Res 14). It would raise the statutory debt limit by $4 trillion and provide for increased 

spending on defense and border security, spending cuts on social safety net programs, such as Medicaid and the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. It also includes a mix of tax breaks for businesses and individuals; tax 

increases on universities and foundations; and a phase-down of clean energy tax credits. It would reduce spending 

on Medicaid by $625 billion over a 10-year period and modify eligibility and cost provisions for enrollees and 

health providers and impose work, volunteer and education requirements on adults ages 19 to 64 who are covered 

by the program. It would appropriate “such sums as necessary” for reducing cost-sharing payments for low-income 

individuals who’ve purchased “silver” plans on the 2010 health care law’s exchanges. But payments to plans that 

cover abortions would be mostly barred. It would extend and make permanent individual tax brackets and rates 

included in the 2017 tax overhaul law (PL 115-97) and provide for the adjustment of the lower bounds of each tier 

based on inflation. It would reduce federal spending on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program by 

requiring states to shoulder more of the cost, expand work requirements for SNAP, extend programs authorized 

under the 2018 farm bill, and prohibit the U.S. Department of Agriculture from increasing the cost of the Thrifty 

Food Program. As amended, it would cap state and local tax deductions at $40,000 for households with incomes 

below $500,000 and prohibit Medicaid funding for gender transition therapies or procedures for minors and adults, 

among other provisions.” The bill passed by a vote of 215-214. [H.R. 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25; CQ, 5/22/25] 

 

July 2025: Evans Voted For Final Passage Of The Senate Version Of The One Big Beautiful Bill  

 

July 2025: Evans Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, Evans voted for: “Motion to 

concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring individual 

and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration enforcement and air traffic 

control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to partly offset the cost. Among other 

provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and appropriate more than $448 billion in 

mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other needs, including $153 billion for defense, $89 

billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for border control and security. It also would increase the 

state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 annually for five years for households making up to $500,000 a year 

until 2030, when it would permanently revert to $10,000.” The motion was agreed to by a vote of 218-214. [HR 

1, Vote #190, 7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Cut Nearly $1 Trillion From Medicaid, Which Was The Largest Cut To Medicaid 

In American History 

 

The Hill: With The One Big Beautiful Bill, Republicans Passed The Largest Cuts To Medicaid Since The 

Program Began In The 1960’s. “Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the 

program began in the 1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of 

uninsured Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 12 million 

lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the Congressional Budget Office 

(CBO).” [The Hill, 7/1/25]  
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● The Hill: Republicans Made About $1 Trillion In Cuts To Medicaid. “Senate Republicans on Tuesday 

passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in the 1960s, a move that would erode the social 

safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending 

bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 

trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 12 million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 

2034, according to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [The Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

The Hill: “Congress Passed The Largest Medicaid Cuts In The Program's 60-Year History Through The 

GOP’s Megabill Right Before The July 4 Holiday, A $1 Trillion Reduction Projected To Push More Than 12 

Million Low-Income Individuals Off Their Health Insurance Over The Next Decade.” “Medicaid is set to 

become a key issue in the battle over control of Congress in next year’s midterm elections now that President 

Trump’s ‘big, beautiful bill’ has passed.  Congress passed the largest Medicaid cuts in the program’s 60-year 

history through the GOP’s megabill right before the July 4 holiday, a $1 trillion reduction projected to push more 

than 12 million low-income individuals off their health insurance over the next decade. Republicans argue the 

moves are necessary to address waste and fraud in the program, ensuring ‘able-bodied’ adults aren’t taking 

advantage of the system.” [The Hill, 7/7/25]  

 

An Estimated 53,000 People In Colorado With Substance-Abuse Disorder Would Lose Access To Health 

Care Coverage Because Of Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

An Estimated 53,000 People With Substance-Abuse Disorder Would Lose Access To Health Care Coverage 

Because Of Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill. [Center for American Progress, 6/18/25] 

 

CAP: Estimated Number Of Medicaid Expansion Enrollees In Colorado Who Could Lose Coverage As A 

Result Of The One Big Beautiful Bill 

State Number Of Adult Medicaid Expansion Enrollees 

Treated For A Substance-Use Disorder, 2021 

Estimated Coverage Losses Due To 

Proposed Medicaid Work Requirements 

Colorado 68,818  53,000 

[Center for American Progress, 6/18/25] 

 

According To Brookings, The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Expected To Have “A Devastating Impact On 

People With Substance Use Disorders By Posing Significant Procedural Barriers To Medicaid Eligibility” 

 

Brookings: The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Expected To Have “A Devastating Impact On People With 

Substance Use Disorders By Posing Significant Procedural Barriers To Medicaid Eligibility.” “In the face of 

what can be considered a concerted effort by the federal government to disinvest in funding for addiction services, 

whether through the elimination or reduction in grant programs administered by HHS or Medicaid, the way forward 

is difficult. The One Big Beautiful Bill Act will have a devastating impact on people with substance use disorders 

by posing significant procedural barriers to Medicaid eligibility. Medicaid is the primary payer for both substance 

use and mental health treatment, and without it, most individuals will have no viable way to access care. Even those 

who are employed may find that private insurance does not cover necessary treatment, or that high co-pays and 

deductibles place care out of reach. Further, the proposed cuts to HHS grant programs, including the block grant 

program that funds treatment for individuals without insurance, will leave millions without access to needed care.” 

[Brookings, 7/21/25] 

 

Brookings: Medicaid Was “The Primary Payer For Both Substance Use And Mental Health Treatment, And 

Without It, Most Individuals Will Have No Viable Way To Access Care.” “In the face of what can be 

considered a concerted effort by the federal government to disinvest in funding for addiction services, whether 

through the elimination or reduction in grant programs administered by HHS or Medicaid, the way forward is 

difficult. The One Big Beautiful Bill Act will have a devastating impact on people with substance use disorders by 

posing significant procedural barriers to Medicaid eligibility. Medicaid is the primary payer for both substance use 

and mental health treatment, and without it, most individuals will have no viable way to access care. Even those 

who are employed may find that private insurance does not cover necessary treatment, or that high co-pays and 

deductibles place care out of reach. Further, the proposed cuts to HHS grant programs, including the block grant 
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program that funds treatment for individuals without insurance, will leave millions without access to needed care.” 

[Brookings, 7/21/25] 

 

Regina Labelle, A Professor At Georgetown University, And David R. Holtgrave, An Adjunct Professor At Johns 

Hopkins University, Noted The Medicaid Cuts For Drug Abuse Treatment In The OBBB Would Have 

“Devastating Consequences” 

 

Regina Labelle, A Professor At Georgetown University, And David R. Holtgrave, An Adjunct 

Professor At Johns Hopkins University, Noted The Medicaid Cuts For Drug Abuse Treatment In 

The OBBB Would Have “Devastating Consequences.” “Evans’ biggest blow to Colorado’s efforts to 

combat substance abuse came in the form of his two votes for the One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBB), which 

cut $1 trillion from Medicaid, the health insurance program for low-income people that’s funded with 

federal and state dollars. It was the largest cut in the program’s history and is expected to result in an 

estimated 100,000 to 150,000 Coloradans losing health insurance. Of those, an estimated 53,000 

Medicaid enrollees in Colorado with ‘substance-use disorder could lose coverage and access to treatment’ 

under the OBBB, according to a report by the Center for American Progress, a progressive think tank. 

Nationally, over 1.6 million people with this disorder could be dropped from Medicaid. In a commentary 

published by the Brookings Institution, Regina LaBelle, a professor at Georgetown University, and David 

R. Holtgrave, an adjunct professor at Johns Hopkins University, reported last year that the Medicaid cuts 

for drug abuse treatment would have ‘devastating consequences.’” [Colorado Times Recorder, 4/16/26] 
  

Adam Fox, Deputy Director Of The Colorado Consumer Health Initiative, Said Work Requirements In The 

OBBB Were Going To “Make It A Lot Harder For Adults And Parents To Maintain Their Medicaid Coverage, 

And If They Have A Substance Abuse Illness That They Need Treated, That’s Gonna Make It That Much 

Harder For Them To Receive The Treatment They Need” 

 

Adam Fox, Deputy Director Of The Colorado Consumer Health Initiative, Said Work 

Requirements In The OBBB Were Going To “Make It A Lot Harder For Adults And Parents To 

Maintain Their Medicaid Coverage, And If They Have A Substance Abuse Illness That They Need 

Treated, That’s Gonna Make It That Much Harder For Them To Receive The Treatment They 

Need.” “The OBBB’s new Medicaid eligibility requirements, which require enrollees to work or 

volunteer at least 80 hours per month to receive assistance, will make it hard for people who need 

substance abuse treatment to maintain their coverage, says Adam Fox, deputy director of the Colorado 

Consumer Health Initiative, an advocacy group, even if this requirement does not apply to some. ‘I think 

especially with the work requirements that are going to be starting in January, it’s gonna make it a lot 

harder for adults and parents to maintain their Medicaid coverage, and if they have a substance abuse 

illness that they need treated, that’s gonna make it that much harder for them to receive the treatment they 

need,’ Fox told the Colorado Times Recorder. ‘And ultimately, it won’t make it any easier for them to 

maintain employment.’” [Colorado Times Recorder, 4/16/26] 
 

An Analysis From The University Of Pennsylvania Projected Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Would Result In 1,000 More Overdose Deaths Over The Course Of One Year 

 

An Analysis From UPenn Projected Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Result In 1,000 

Overdose Deaths In The Course Of One Year. “The Congressional Budget Office estimates that 7.8 million 

individuals will become uninsured due to loss of Medicaid coverage.1 The U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services Office of the Inspector General reported that in 2021, just over 1 million adults, or 2%, of those on 

Medicaid had Opioid Use Disorder and were receiving Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD).2 

Accordingly, we project that 156,000 people (2%) of the 7.8 million will lose access to MOUD. To model the 

impact on overdoses, we used the RESPOND (Researching Effective Strategies to Prevent Opioid Death) model, a 

population-based model that allows simulation of movement onto and off of MOUD, showing overdose and cost 
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outcomes. Applying the RESPOND model allows us to project that the overdose rate among the group losing 

treatment will double in the first year following coverage loss. Accordingly, we project that the loss of Medicaid 

from the One Big Beautiful Bill Act is associated with over 1,000 excess fatal overdoses over the course of one 

year.” [UPenn, 7/2/25] 

 

Evans Was Silent As The Trump Administration Pardoned Convicted Drug Traffickers And 

Gutted Funding For Crucial Substance Abuse Disorder Programs  

 

Trump Pardoned Juan Orlando Hernández, The Former President Of Honduras Who Helped Smuggle At 

Least 400 Tons Of Cocaine Into The United States 

 

December 2025: Donald Trump Pardoned Former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernández, Who Was 

Convicted Of Helping Smuggle Cocaine Into The United States. “Former Honduran president Juan Orlando 

Hernández, convicted by a U.S. court last year on charges that he ran the Central American nation as a ‘narco-state’ 

that helped send South American cocaine to the United States, has been released from federal prison after receiving 

a ‘full and unconditional’ pardon from President Donald Trump.” [Washington Post, 12/2/25] 

 

Washington Post: Prosecutors Said Hernández “Built His Political Career On Millions Of Dollars In Bribes 

From Traffickers In Honduras And Mexico, And As President Helped To Move At Least 400 Tons Of 

Cocaine To The United States.”  “Hernández, who was president of Honduras from 2014 to 2022, was serving 45 

years in prison on importation and weapons charges. U.S. prosecutors said he built his political career on millions 

of dollars in bribes from traffickers in Honduras and Mexico, and as president helped to move at least 400 tons of 

cocaine to the United States while protecting traffickers from extradition and prosecution.” [Washington Post, 

12/2/25] 

 

Federal Prosecutors Said Hernández Aided Drug Traffickers By Protecting Them From Extradition And 

Prosecution  

 

Federal Prosecutors Said Hernández Aided Drug Traffickers By Protecting Them From Extradition And 

Prosecution. “Hernández, who was president of Honduras from 2014 to 2022, was serving 45 years in prison on 

importation and weapons charges. U.S. prosecutors said he built his political career on millions of dollars in bribes 

from traffickers in Honduras and Mexico, and as president helped to move at least 400 tons of cocaine to the United 

States while protecting traffickers from extradition and prosecution.” [Washington Post, 12/2/25] 

 

Trump Pardoned Ross Ulbricht, The Operator Of An Illegal Drug Marketplace Who Was Sentenced To Life 

In Prison On Conspiracy To Commit Drug Trafficking, Money Laundering, And Computer Hacking 

Charges 

 

January 22, 2025: Donald Trump Pardoned Ross Ulbricht, Who Operated The Silk Road, An Illegal Drug 

Marketplace On The Dark Web, And Was Sentenced To Life In Prison In 2015. “US President Donald Trump 

says he has signed a full and unconditional pardon for Ross Ulbricht, who operated Silk Road, the dark web 

marketplace where illegal drugs were sold. Ulbricht was convicted in 2015 in New York in a narcotics and money-

laundering conspiracy and sentenced to life in prison.” [BBC, 1/22/25] 

 

Ulbricht Was Found Guilty Of Charges Including Conspiracy To Commit Drug Trafficking, Money 

Laundering And Computer Hacking. “Ulbricht was found guilty of charges including conspiracy to commit drug 

trafficking, money laundering and computer hacking. During his trial, prosecutors said Ulbricht's website, hosted 

on the hidden ‘dark web’, sold more than $200m (£131m) worth of drugs anonymously. Prosecutors said he also 

solicited six murders-for-hire, including one against a former Silk Road employee, though they said no evidence 

existed that any killings were actually carried out.” [BBC, 1/22/25] 

 

Prosecutors Noted Ulbricht’s Website Facilitated The Sale Of More Than $200 Million Worth Of Drugs 
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Prosecutors Noted Ulbricht’s Website Facilitated The Sale Of More Than $200 Million Worth Of Drugs. 

“Ulbricht was found guilty of charges including conspiracy to commit drug trafficking, money laundering and 

computer hacking. During his trial, prosecutors said Ulbricht's website, hosted on the hidden ‘dark web’, sold more 

than $200m (£131m) worth of drugs anonymously. Prosecutors said he also solicited six murders-for-hire, 

including one against a former Silk Road employee, though they said no evidence existed that any killings were 

actually carried out.” [BBC, 1/22/25] 

 

The Trump Administration Proposed Restructuring The Department Of Health And Human Services And 

Cutting Substance Abuse Grant Programs, Which Put “Essential Services For Millions Of Americans With 

Mental Health And Substance Use Disorders At Risk” 

 

Trump’s Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Proposed Restructuring The Substance Abuse And Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) And The Health Resources And Services Administration (HRSA) And Reduced 

Their Operating Budget By $1 Billion  

 

Trump’s FY2026 Budget Included Dissolving The Substance Abuse And Mental Health Services 

Administration And The Health Resources And Services Administration And Consolidating Them Into A 

New Administration For A Healthy America. “The Department of Health and Human Services has proposed 

restructuring federal mental health agencies and reducing their funding in the President’s FY26 budget. This 

includes dissolving the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and the Health 

Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), consolidating them into a new Administration for a Healthy 

America (AHA). SAMHSA currently provides critical funding for community mental health centers, suicide 

prevention programs, and substance use treatment initiatives, while HRSA supports the training of mental health 

professionals and delivers services to underserved communities. The proposed restructuring includes a $1 billion 

cut to these programs, putting essential services for millions of Americans with mental health and substance use 

disorders at risk. Congress would need to approve the proposed restructuring and funding changes for them to go 

into effect.” [American Psychological Association, 7/10/25] 

 

The Restructuring Of Substance Abuse And Mental Health Services Administration And The Health 

Resources And Services Administration Included A $1 Billion Cut To The Programs. “The Department of 

Health and Human Services has proposed restructuring federal mental health agencies and reducing their funding in 

the President’s FY26 budget. This includes dissolving the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) and the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), consolidating them 

into a new Administration for a Healthy America (AHA). SAMHSA currently provides critical funding for 

community mental health centers, suicide prevention programs, and substance use treatment initiatives, while 

HRSA supports the training of mental health professionals and delivers services to underserved communities. The 

proposed restructuring includes a $1 billion cut to these programs, putting essential services for millions of 

Americans with mental health and substance use disorders at risk. Congress would need to approve the proposed 

restructuring and funding changes for them to go into effect.” [American Psychological Association, 7/10/25] 

 

• Trump’s Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Cut $1 Billion From The Substance Abuse And Mental Health 

Administration Operating Budget. “The country's main mental health agency, the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Administration, commonly known as SAMHSA, is in the process of being dissolved. It has lost 

more than a third of its staff of about 900 this year as part of recent reductions in the federal workforce. 

President Trump's budget bill cuts $1 billion from the agency's operating budget, and its mission is being folded 

into a new entity shaped by Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.” [NPR, 6/6/25] 

 

SAMHSA Supported Community-Based Mental Health Services And Addiction Treatment And Prevention. 

“SAMHSA was created in 1992 through bipartisan legislation signed by President George H.W. Bush. The agency 

was tasked with supporting community-based mental health services and addiction treatment and prevention. It 

mostly accomplished this through grants to states, communities and private groups for mental health and addiction 

related services. In recent years, the agency's budget has grown to address the increasing demand for mental health 

and addiction care. In 2024, SAMHSA's budget was about $7.5 billion, the bulk of which flowed to states for 

specialized programs to address mental health issues and addiction.” [NPR, 6/6/25] 
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Trump’s Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Proposed Cutting $1 Billion In Funding From Programs Of Regional And 

National Significance (PRNS) Grants, Which Funded State Programs Focused On Mental Health, Substance 

Use Prevention, And Substance Use Treatment 

 

Trump’s Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Proposed Cutting $1 Billion In Funding From Programs Of Regional And 

National Significance Grants. “President Trump’s proposed budget for the Department of Health and Human 

Services, released in May 2025, cuts or eliminates many programs currently funded by the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). One of the mechanisms through which SAMHSA funding 

supports substance use-related services for states, cities, counties, and local organizations is currently facing major 

cuts. It’s called Programs of Regional and National Significance or PRNS… SAMHSA awards PRNS grants in 

three areas: mental health, substance use prevention, and substance use treatment. The proposed budget cuts over 

$1 billion dollars from the PRNS, with the vast majority of the programs completely eliminated. The SAMHSA 

dashboard provides details on programs currently receiving money from SAMHSA through PRNS; it can be 

searched by state to understand the scope of the cuts of the program.” [John Hopkins University, accessed 12/4/25] 

 

• Programs Of Regional And National Significance Grants Were Administered To States And Other 

Localities By SAMHSA And Focused On Mental Health, Substance Use Prevention, And Substance Use 

Treatment. “President Trump’s proposed budget for the Department of Health and Human Services, released 

in May 2025, cuts or eliminates many programs currently funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration (SAMHSA). One of the mechanisms through which SAMHSA funding supports 

substance use-related services for states, cities, counties, and local organizations is currently facing major cuts. 

It’s called Programs of Regional and National Significance or PRNS… SAMHSA awards PRNS grants in three 

areas: mental health, substance use prevention, and substance use treatment. The proposed budget cuts over $1 

billion dollars from the PRNS, with the vast majority of the programs completely eliminated. The SAMHSA 

dashboard provides details on programs currently receiving money from SAMHSA through PRNS; it can be 

searched by state to understand the scope of the cuts of the program.” [John Hopkins University, accessed 

12/4/25] 

 

Colorado Received More Than $26 Million In PRNS Funding In Fiscal Year 2024 

 

In FY2024, Colorado Received $26,064,387 In PRNS Discretionary Funding. “How much PRNS funding does 

each state receive? Below is a table listing all of the money currently coming to each state through PRNS funding; 

approximately $1 billion would be eliminated should the proposed budget pass…State…Colorado… FY2024 

Discretionary Funds Received from SAMHSA…$26,064,387.” [John Hopkins University, accessed 12/4/25] 

 

Trump’s Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Proposed Consolidating Existing Mental Health And Substance Use Disorder 

Grant Programs Into One Block Grant And Cutting Funding For Certain Grants By At Least 10.4% 

 

Trump’s FY2026 Budget Proposed Consolidating Existing Mental Health And Substance Use Disorder 

Grant Programs Such As The Mental Health Services Block Grant, The Substance Use Prevention And 

Recovery Services Block Grant And State Opioid Response Grants Into One Block Grant. “Within the 

behavioral health area, the AHA also consolidates several mental health and substance use disorder grant programs 

into a Behavioral Health Innovation Block Grant, including the Mental Health Services Block Grant and the 

Substance Use Prevention and Recovery Services Block Grant. In addition, it includes the state opioid response 

grants. A similar effort was proposed under the Obama administration, and the idea has had a variety of supporters 

and detractors over the years. Two aspects of the new programs are significant. The first is the level of funding. The 

total for the three components of the new block grant was $4.49 billion in 2024 and would be about $4.13 billion 

under the proposed budget, a reduction of 10.4%.” [Brookings, 6/27/25] 

 

Brookings: The Total For The Mental Health Services Block Grant, The Substance Use Prevention And 

Recovery Services Block Grant, And State Opioid Response Grants Was $4.49 Billion In 2024 And Would 

Be About $4.13 Billion Under The Proposed Budget, A Reduction Of 10.4%.“Within the behavioral health 

area, the AHA also consolidates several mental health and substance use disorder grant programs into a Behavioral 
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Health Innovation Block Grant, including the Mental Health Services Block Grant and the Substance Use 

Prevention and Recovery Services Block Grant. In addition, it includes the state opioid response grants. A similar 

effort was proposed under the Obama administration, and the idea has had a variety of supporters and detractors 

over the years. Two aspects of the new programs are significant. The first is the level of funding. The total for the 

three components of the new block grant was $4.49 billion in 2024 and would be about $4.13 billion under the 

proposed budget, a reduction of 10.4%.” [Brookings, 6/27/25] 

 

Trump’s FY2026 Budget Proposal Reduced Spending For The Mental Health Block Grant, The Substance 

Use Block Grant, And The State Opioid Response Grant By Approximately $500 Million. “President Trump’s 

proposed budget for the Department of Health and Human Services, released in May 2025, cuts or eliminates many 

programs currently funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

(SAMHSA)…These cuts are not made up elsewhere in the budget. Aside from PRNS, SAMHSA also provides 

dollars directly to states through the mental health block grant and the substance use block grant. The proposed 

budget combines these with the State Opioid Response grant to create a single consolidated block grant – the 

Behavioral Health Innovation Block Grant. However, the budget for this new block grant reduces spending by 

approximately $500 million compared to what states currently receive through these three distinct programs.” [John 

Hopkins University, access 12/8/25]  

 

The Proposed Cuts In Trump’s Budget Put “Essential Services For Millions Of Americans With Mental Health 

And Substance Use Disorders At Risk” 

 

The Proposed Cuts In Trump’s Budget Put “Essential Services For Millions Of Americans With Mental 

Health And Substance Use Disorders At Risk.” “The Department of Health and Human Services has proposed 

restructuring federal mental health agencies and reducing their funding in the President’s FY26 budget. This 

includes dissolving the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and the Health 

Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), consolidating them into a new Administration for a Healthy 

America (AHA). SAMHSA currently provides critical funding for community mental health centers, suicide 

prevention programs, and substance use treatment initiatives, while HRSA supports the training of mental health 

professionals and delivers services to underserved communities. The proposed restructuring includes a $1 billion 

cut to these programs, putting essential services for millions of Americans with mental health and substance use 

disorders at risk. Congress would need to approve the proposed restructuring and funding changes for them to go 

into effect.” [American Psychological Association, 7/10/25] 

 

March 2025: The Trump Administration Abruptly Cancelled $11.4 Billion In Funding For Grants That 

Supported Addiction Recovery Programs, Mental Health Services, And Other Programs 

 

NPR: The Trump Administration Cancelled “Roughly $11.4 Billion In COVID-Era Funding For Grants 

Linked To Addiction, Mental Health And Other Programs.” “State and county public health departments and 

nonprofit groups are reeling after the Trump administration announced abrupt cancellation and revocation of 

roughly $11.4 billion in COVID-era funding for grants linked to addiction, mental health and other programs…The 

federal grant funding had been scheduled to run through September 2025. In a statement sent to NPR, a 

spokesperson with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services said it made sense to freeze the program 

immediately.” [NPR, 3/27/25] 

 

Experts Warned The Funding Cuts Could Trigger Substance Abuse Treatment Disruptions And Would Claw 

Back Funds That States Used To Reduce Overdose Deaths 

 

Keith Humphreys, An Addiction Policy Researcher At Stanford University, Warned The Trump 

Administration Cuts Could Trigger Layoffs And Treatment Disruptions. “’This is chopping things off in the 

middle while people are actually doing the work,’ said Keith Humphreys, an addiction policy researcher at Stanford 

University, who also volunteers doing harm reduction work with people in addiction. He warned the move could 

trigger layoffs and treatment disruptions. ‘Services will be dropped in the middle. Bang, the clinic is closing. It's a 

brutal way to make these cuts,’ Humphreys said.” [NPR, 3/27/25] 
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Regina Labelle, An Expert On Drug Policy At Georgetown University Said, “DOGE Is Now Actively Cutting 

Funding Aimed At Reducing Overdose Deaths By Clawing Back Money From States.” “The move to rescind 

funds that include addiction-care grants drew criticism from experts who warned progress reducing overdose deaths 

could be reversed. ‘DOGE is now actively cutting funding aimed at reducing overdose deaths by clawing back 

money from states,’ wrote Regina LaBelle, an expert on drug policy at Georgetown University who served in the 

Biden administration in a post on social media. ‘With overdose deaths still exceeding 80,000 annually, is DOGE 

declaring victory?’” [NPR, 3/27/25] 

 

Allie Eliot, A Spokesperson For Colorado's Behavioral Health Administration, Said The $250 Million In 

Federal Cuts Would Affect As Many As 60 Programs In Colorado And Could Put Patients At Risk 

 

Allie Eliot, A Spokesperson For Colorado's Behavioral Health Administration, Said The $250 Million In 

Federal Cuts Would Affect As Many As 60 Programs And Could Put Patients At Risk. “A spokesperson for 

Colorado's Behavioral Health Administration said $250 million in federal cuts to her state would affect as many as 

60 programs and could put patient at risk. ‘In so many cases, these are life-saving programs and services, and we 

worry for the wellbeing of those who have come to count on this support,’ spokeswoman Allie Eliot, wrote in an 

email to Colorado Public Radio.” [NPR, 3/27/25] 

 

• March 2025: Under DOGE, The HHS And The CDC Terminated $250 Million In Ongoing And Planned 

Federal Funding For Public And Behavioral Healthcare In Colorado. “The US Department of Health and 

Human Services and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have terminated $250 million in ongoing 

and planned federal funding for public and behavioral healthcare in Colorado. A spokesperson for the 

Behavioral Health Administration said the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

notified the state of the termination on Monday and said it was implementing the President’s ‘Department of 

Government Efficiency’ Cost Efficiency Initiative and the grants were terminated effective March 24, 2025.” 

[CPR News, 5/26/25] 

 

A Review Of Evans’ Social Media And Public Statements Returned No Mentions Of Trump’s Pardons Or 

Proposed Cuts 

 

A Review Of Evans’ Social Media And Public Statements Returned No Mentions Of Trump’s Pardon Of 

Hernández 

 

A Search Of Evans’ X Accounts For “Hernández” Or “Honduras” Or “Pardon” Returned No Results. 

 
[X, Advanced Search, accessed 12/4/25] 

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/27/nx-s1-5342368/addiction-trump-mental-health-funding
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A Search Of Evans’ Congressional Website For “Juan Orlando Hernández” Returned No Results. 

[Congressman Gabe Evans, accessed 12/4/25] 

  

A Review Of Evans’ Social Media And Public Statements Returned No Apparent Mentions Of Trump’s Pardon 

Of Ulbricht 

 

A Search Of Evans’ X Accounts For “Ulbricht” Or “Ross” Or “Pardon” Returned No Results. 

 
[X, Advanced Search, accessed 12/4/25] 

 

A Search Of Evans’ Congressional Website For “Ross Ulbricht” Returned No Statement Or Comments 

From Evans On Ulbricht’s Pardon. [Congressman Gabe Evans, accessed 12/4/25] 

 

A Review Of Evans’ Social Media And Public Statement Returned No Mentions Of Trump’s Proposed Cuts To 

SAMHSA 

 

A Search Of Evans’ X Accounts For “SAMHSA” Returned No Results. 

 
[X, Advanced Search, accessed 12/4/25] 

 

A Search Of Evans’ Congressional Website For “SAMHSA” Returned No Statement Or Comments From 

Evans On The Cuts To SAMHSA. [Congressman Gabe Evans, accessed 12/4/25] 

 

A Review Of Evans’ Social Media And Public Statement Returned No Mentions Of Trump’s Proposed Funding 

Cuts To The Department of Health and Human Services 

 

A Search Of Evans’ X Accounts For “HHS” Or “Health And Human Services” Returned No Results. 

https://gabeevans.house.gov/search?search_api_fulltext=Juan+Orlando+Hern%C3%A1ndez
https://x.com/search?q=(Ulbricht%20OR%20Ross%20OR%20Pardon)%20(from%3AGabeforColorado%20OR%20from%3ARepGabeEvans)&src=typed_query&f=top
https://gabeevans.house.gov/search?search_api_fulltext=Juan+Orlando+Hern%C3%A1ndez
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[X, Advanced Search, accessed 12/4/25] 

 

A Search Of Evans’ Congressional Website For “Health And Human Services” Returned No Statement Or 

Comments From Evans On Cuts The Cuts To The HHS. [Congressman Gabe Evans, accessed 12/4/25] 

 

 
[Congressman Gabe Evans, accessed 12/4/25] 

 

Investments In Substance Abuse Prevention Programs Were Credited With Reducing Overdose 

Deaths In The United States  

 

Overdose Deaths In The United States Fell By Nearly 25% From 2023 To 2024 

 

According To The CDC, Overdose Deaths In The United States Fell By Nearly 25% From 2023 To 

2024. “The 2024 drug fatality data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) revealed a striking 

and encouraging trend: Overdose deaths in the United States fell by nearly 25% from 2023 to 2024. This dramatic 

decline marks real progress toward a key goal of the National Drug Control Strategy—one that seemed nearly out 

of reach just a few years ago. Policy reforms that removed barriers to evidence-based care through the expansion of 

https://x.com/search?q=(%22HHS%22%20OR%20%22Health%20and%20Human%20Services%22)%20(from%3Agabeforcolorado%20OR%20from%3Arepgabeevans)&src=typed_query&f=top
https://gabeevans.house.gov/search?search_api_fulltext=%22health+and+human+services%22
https://gabeevans.house.gov/search?search_api_fulltext=samhsa


syringe services programs (and related health hubs), naloxone distribution, and access to evidence-based 

medications for opioid use disorder all contributed to this decrease.” [Brookings, 7/21/25] 

 

Experts Said Continuing And Expanding Federal Funding For Overdose Prevention Effort Was The Best 

Way To Continue To Reduce Overdoses  

 

Hanna Sharif-Kazemi, The Federal Policy Manager For The Drug Policy Alliance, Said The Best Way To 

Build On The Progress Made In Reducing Overdose Deaths Was To Continue And Expand Federal Funding 

For Overdose Prevention Efforts. “’These combined cuts could ‘dismantle essential services,’ Hanna Sharif-

Kazemi, the federal policy manager for the Drug Policy Alliance, told CBS News. The DPA is a non-profit agency 

based in New York City that seeks to reduce overdose deaths with harm reduction and evidence-based 

methodology…Sharif-Kazemi said the best way to build on the progress made in reducing overdose deaths is to 

continue and even expand federal funding for overdose prevention efforts. That could include expanded access to 

naloxone, she said, as well as better access to medication-assisted treatment, which Trump has previously pushed 

for, and the expansion of rehabilitation facilities. It could also include more funding for harm reduction strategies, 

like testing strips that allow people to check if drugs are contaminated with fentanyl.” [CBS News, 5/8/25] 

 

Brookings Noted “Any Strategy That Emphasizes Supply Reduction To The Exclusion Of Other Proven Public 

Health Approaches To Substance Use Will Not Decrease Overdose Deaths And Other Harms, And In Fact, May 

Increase Fatality” 

 

Brookings: “Any Strategy That Emphasizes Supply Reduction To The Exclusion Of Other Proven Public 

Health Approaches To Substance Use Will Not Decrease Overdose Deaths And Other Harms, And In Fact, 

May Increase Fatality.” “Any strategy that emphasizes supply reduction to the exclusion of other proven public 

health approaches to substance use will not decrease overdose deaths and other harms, and in fact, may increase 

fatality. As the recently released National Drug Threat Assessment has shown, other synthetic drugs, including 

xylazine, are increasingly showing up in our drug supply. The synthetic drug xylazine is not an opioid, but fentanyl 

adulterated or associated with xylazine was declared an emerging drug threat in 2023 because of the geographically 

widespread, serious harms associated with its use. However, proposals to eliminate data systems like the Drug 

Abuse Warning Network will limit our ability to spot emerging trends.” [Brookings, 7/21/25] 

 

Evans Voted To Gut Clean Energy Tax Credits, Which Threatened Hundreds Of Millions 

In Investments In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District 

 

Evans Voted For Devastating Cuts To Colorado’s Clean Energy Sector… 

 

July 2025: Evans Voted For The Final Passage Of One Big Beautiful Bill, Which Repealed Clean Energy Tax 

Credits  

 

May 2025 And July 2025: Evans Voted Twice For The Big Beautiful Bill  

 

May 2025: Evans Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In May 2025, Evans voted for: “Passage of 

the bill that would provide for approximately $3.8 trillion in net tax cuts and $321 billion in military, border 

enforcement and judiciary spending, offset by $1.5 trillion in spending reductions, as instructed in the fiscal 2025 

budget resolution (H Con Res 14). It would raise the statutory debt limit by $4 trillion and provide for increased 

spending on defense and border security, spending cuts on social safety net programs, such as Medicaid and the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. It also includes a mix of tax breaks for businesses and individuals; tax 

increases on universities and foundations; and a phase-down of clean energy tax credits. It would reduce spending 

on Medicaid by $625 billion over a 10-year period and modify eligibility and cost provisions for enrollees and 

health providers and impose work, volunteer and education requirements on adults ages 19 to 64 who are covered 

by the program. It would appropriate “such sums as necessary” for reducing cost-sharing payments for low-income 

individuals who’ve purchased “silver” plans on the 2010 health care law’s exchanges. But payments to plans that 

cover abortions would be mostly barred. It would extend and make permanent individual tax brackets and rates 

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/progress-under-threat-the-future-of-overdose-prevention-in-the-united-states/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/overdose-deaths-narcan-naloxone-harm-reduction-samhsa-trump-cuts/#:~:text=A%20recent%20dip%20in%20overdose,simply%20enables%20people%20to%20breathe.%22
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/progress-under-threat-the-future-of-overdose-prevention-in-the-united-states/


included in the 2017 tax overhaul law (PL 115-97) and provide for the adjustment of the lower bounds of each tier 

based on inflation. It would reduce federal spending on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program by 

requiring states to shoulder more of the cost, expand work requirements for SNAP, extend programs authorized 

under the 2018 farm bill, and prohibit the U.S. Department of Agriculture from increasing the cost of the Thrifty 

Food Program. As amended, it would cap state and local tax deductions at $40,000 for households with incomes 

below $500,000 and prohibit Medicaid funding for gender transition therapies or procedures for minors and adults, 

among other provisions.” The bill passed by a vote of 215-214. [H.R. 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25; CQ, 5/22/25] 

 

July 2025: Evans Voted For Final Passage Of The Senate Version Of The One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

 

July 2025: Evans Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, Evans voted for: “Motion to 

concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring individual 

and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration enforcement and air traffic 

control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to partly offset the cost. Among other 

provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and appropriate more than $448 billion in 

mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other needs, including $153 billion for defense, $89 

billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for border control and security. It also would increase the 

state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 annually for five years for households making up to $500,000 a year 

until 2030, when it would permanently revert to $10,000.” The motion was agreed to by a vote of 218-214. [HR 

1, Vote #190, 7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Accelerated Repeal Schedules For Most Renewable Energy Tax Credits And 

Eliminated Electric Vehicle And Residential Energy Incentives. “On July 4, 2025, President Trump signed into 

law the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R. 1 119th Congress) (OBBBA), which significantly changes the clean 

energy tax credit landscape established by the Biden administration pursuant to the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 

(IRA). The OBBBA introduces accelerated repeal schedules for most renewable energy tax credits, compresses 

deadlines for certain projects to qualify for such credits, enhances domestic content requirements, eliminates 

several electric vehicle and residential energy incentives, and implements new foreign entity of concern (FEOC) 

restrictions barring certain foreign entities from accessing credits. These changes reflect a fundamental shift in 

federal clean energy policy that is certain to affect investors, developers, manufacturers, and other actors in the 

renewables sector.” [Arnold & Porter, 7/22/25] 

 

The Repeal Of Clean Energy Tax Credits Was Predicted To Increase Energy Costs While Threatening 

Business Investments In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District  

 

Future Clean Energy Projects Were Predicted To Cost About 50% More Than Those That Received Tax Credits 

 

The Atlantic: Future Clean Energy Projects Would Cost About 50% More Than Those That Received Tax 

Credits. “The Senate version of Donald Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill repeals the clean-energy tax credits in the 

IRA for all wind and solar projects that don’t begin construction within a year of the bill’s passage or become fully 

operational by 2028. (And even if a project begins construction in the first half of 2026, it will need to meet 

extremely onerous domestic-sourcing requirements that many experts believe will be nearly impossible to satisfy.) 

As a result, future clean-energy projects, including many that have been announced but not yet built, will cost about 

50 percent more than those that received the credits, according to an analysis by Jesse Jenkins, who leads the 

Princeton ZERO Lab. The inevitable result is that far fewer will come into existence. ‘It’s hard to think of a bigger 

self-own,’ Jenkins told me. ‘We’re effectively raising taxes on the country’s main sources of new power at a time 

when electricity prices are already rising.’” [The Atlantic, 7/3/25]  

 

Energy And Utility Costs Were Expected To Increase Because Of The Repeal Of Clean Energy Tax Credits, 

With Household Energy Costs In Colorado Projected To Increase 7% By 2035 

 

Due To Changes Made In The Big Beautiful Bill, Household Energy Costs Were Expected To Rise By $170, 

On Average, By 2035. “Electricity prices are expected to surge higher throughout the next decade due to energy 

policy changes in President Donald Trump’s ‘big beautiful’ bill, according to a new analysis from Energy 
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Innovation, a non-partisan energy and climate think tank.  Signed July 4, the bill mandates expanded oil and gas 

leasing, caps clean energy subsidies and rolls back tax credits that helped to make wind, solar and other clean 

power cheaper for manufacturers and more affordable for consumers, says Robbie Orvis, senior director for 

modeling and analysis at Energy Innovation.   When the clean energy tax credits phase out at the end of 2025, that 

will bump up electricity costs for ordinary Americans, Orvis says.   That’s largely because higher costs for clean 

energy development will slow the pace of new supply, just as U.S. energy demand hits record highs, he says, 

resulting in higher electricity bills and increased reliance on natural gas, which will also become more expensive 

with rising demand. […] Overall, household energy costs will rise by $170, on average, by 2035, researchers found. 

And that estimate may be conservative. A report from Princeton University’s Rapid Energy Policy Evaluation and 

Analysis Toolkit pegs the average increase at $280 a year by 2035.” [CNBC, 7/14/25] 

 

• CNBC: “Electricity Prices Are Expected To Surge Higher Throughout The Next Decade Due To Energy 

Policy Changes In President Trump’s ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’” “Electricity prices are expected to surge higher 

throughout the next decade due to energy policy changes in President Donald Trump’s ‘big beautiful’ bill, 

according to a new analysis from Energy Innovation, a non-partisan energy and climate think tank.  Signed July 

4, the bill mandates expanded oil and gas leasing, caps clean energy subsidies and rolls back tax credits that 

helped to make wind, solar and other clean power cheaper for manufacturers and more affordable for 

consumers, says Robbie Orvis, senior director for modeling and analysis at Energy Innovation.” [CNBC, 

7/14/25] 

  

Household Energy Costs In Colorado Were Projected To Increase 7% By 2035 As A Result Of The One Big 

Beautiful Bill. “Trump’s bill could lead to higher energy costs across the US Trump's tax and spending bill could 

add hundreds of dollars onto yearly household energy costs for Americans across the country, according to a new 

analysis from think tank Energy Innovation. People in states including Kentucky, Missouri, South Carolina and 

Oklahoma could see up to 14% higher energy costs by 2035 now the bill has passed, compared with a scenario 

where the bill had not passed.” [CNN, 7/4/25] 

 

 
[CNN, 7/4/25] 
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• An Analysis From Energy Innovation Projected The Repeal Of Clean Energy Tax Credits Under The 

OBBB Would Increase Annual Electricity And Transportation Costs In Every State In The Continental 

United States. “Household energy bills will be higher over the next decade now that Republicans have passed 

their tax and spending bill, according to a new analysis. President Donald Trump and Republicans are phasing 

out tax credits that lower the cost to build wind and solar, which are now largely cheaper than fossil fuels like 

natural gas and coal. More wind and solar on the electric grid helps keep utility bills lower, and Biden-era tax 

credits would have ramped up those projects When combined with the electric vehicle consumer tax credit 

being cut (you can still get the EV tax credit through September 30, 2025) annual electricity and transportation 

costs in every state in the continental United States will be higher than they would have if the tax credits stayed 

intact, analysis from think tank Energy Innovation found. Energy Innovation did not model data for Hawaii and 

Alaska.” [CNN, 7/4/25] 

 

…And Remained Silent As The Trump Administration Terminated $8 Billion For Clean Energy 

Projects, Including $33 Million In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District  

 

October 1, 2025: The Trump Administration Terminated $8 Billion In Department Of Energy Grants For 

Clean Energy Projects Across The United States 

 

October 1, 2025: The Trump Administration Terminated $8 Billion In Department Of Energy Grants For 

Energy Projects Across The United States. “On October 1, 2025, OMB Director Russ Vought announced that the 

Department of Energy would terminate $8 billion of energy projects, targeting 16 Democratic states. Later that 

night, the Department of Energy (DOE) announced the termination of 321 awards. The termination of these critical 

energy projects will increase energy prices, eliminate jobs, and make the energy grid less reliable. Vought canceled 

these projects despite the fact that DOE currently remains open and fully operational using unexpired financial 

resources. The terminated projects were previously appropriated and competitively selected. These awards are 

relevant to 136 Members of Congress, including 108 Democrats and 28 Republicans… Evans, Gabe (R-CO08) 

UNITED POWER, INC. $6,124,821… Evans, Gabe (R-CO08) TRI-STATE GENERATION AND 

TRANSMISSION ASSOCIATION, INC. $27,000,000.” [Appropriations Committee-Democrats, October 2025] 

 

• Appropriations Committee-Democrats: The Cancellation Of The Grants Would “Increase Energy 

Prices, Eliminate Jobs, And Make The Energy Grid Less Reliable.” “On October 1, 2025, OMB Director 

Russ Vought announced that the Department of Energy would terminate $8 billion of energy projects, targeting 

16 Democratic states. Later that night, the Department of Energy (DOE) announced the termination of 321 

awards. The termination of these critical energy projects will increase energy prices, eliminate jobs, and make 

the energy grid less reliable. Vought canceled these projects despite the fact that DOE currently remains open 

and fully operational using unexpired financial resources. The terminated projects were previously appropriated 

and competitively selected. These awards are relevant to 136 Members of Congress, including 108 Democrats 

and 28 Republicans… Evans, Gabe (R-CO08) UNITED POWER, INC. $6,124,821… Evans, Gabe (R-CO08) 

TRI-STATE GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION ASSOCIATION, INC. $27,000,000.” [Appropriations 

Committee-Democrats, October 2025] 

 

The Cuts Cancelled Funding For Two Projects In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District, Totaling Over $33 

Million 

 

The Trump Administration Cancelled $33 Million In Funding For Energy Projects In Colorado’s 8th 

Congressional District. “All told, the White House funding cancellations this month have hit projects in 28 

Republican House districts, including those of six so-called front-liners, the most politically vulnerable lawmakers 

facing re-election next year: Representatives Juan Ciscomani of Arizona, Gabe Evans of Colorado and Mike 

Lawler of New York; and Ken Calvert, David Valadao and Young Kim, all of California. A total of 108 

Democratic districts were hit by cancellations, according to data released by House Democrats on the 

Appropriations Committee…Mr. Evans, one of the most politically endangered Republicans, in September toured 

United Power’s Mountain Peak natural gas peaking plant in his district and touted on social media how the 

‘investment will help provide more reliable, safe, and affordable energy’ for his constituents. Federal funding for 
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that project — roughly $6 million — was axed last week. A grant for a second project in his district, worth $27 

million, was also canceled.” [New York Times, 10/6/25] 

 

The Trump Administration Terminated A $27,000,000 Federal Grant For Tri-State Generation And 

Transmission Association In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District 

 

The Trump Admin Terminated A $27,000,000 Federal Grant For Tri-State Generation And Transmission 

Association In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District. “On October 1, 2025, OMB Director Russ Vought 

announced that the Department of Energy would terminate $8 billion of energy projects, targeting 16 Democratic 

states. Later that night, the Department of Energy (DOE) announced the termination of 321 awards. The 

termination of these critical energy projects will increase energy prices, eliminate jobs, and make the energy grid 

less reliable. Vought canceled these projects despite the fact that DOE currently remains open and fully operational 

using unexpired financial resources. The terminated projects were previously appropriated and competitively 

selected. These awards are relevant to 136 Members of Congress, including 108 Democrats and 28 Republicans… 

Evans, Gabe (R-CO08) UNITED POWER, INC. $6,124,821… Evans, Gabe (R-CO08) TRI-STATE 

GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION ASSOCIATION, INC. $27,000,000.” [Appropriations Committee-

Democrats, October 2025] 

 

The Trump Administration Terminated A $6,124,821 Federal Grant For United Power In Colorado’s 8th 

Congressional District 

 

The Trump Administration Terminated A $6,124,821 Federal Grant For United Power In Colorado’s 8th 

Congressional District. “On October 1, 2025, OMB Director Russ Vought announced that the Department of 

Energy would terminate $8 billion of energy projects, targeting 16 Democratic states. Later that night, the 

Department of Energy (DOE) announced the termination of 321 awards. The termination of these critical energy 

projects will increase energy prices, eliminate jobs, and make the energy grid less reliable. Vought canceled these 

projects despite the fact that DOE currently remains open and fully operational using unexpired financial resources. 

The terminated projects were previously appropriated and competitively selected. These awards are relevant to 136 

Members of Congress, including 108 Democrats and 28 Republicans… Evans, Gabe (R-CO08) UNITED POWER, 

INC. $6,124,821… Evans, Gabe (R-CO08) TRI-STATE GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION 

ASSOCIATION, INC. $27,000,000.” [Appropriations Committee-Democrats, October 2025] 

 

The Cancelled Clean Energy Grants Supported The Type Of Projects Evans’ Claimed The United States 

Needed To Invest In An “All-The-Above” Energy Approach  

 

Evans Said He Supported An “All-The-Above” Energy Strategy That Included Wind And Solar  

 

Evans Op-Ed: Colorado Needed “To Solidify An All-Of-The-Above Approach” That Included Wind And 

Solar “To Grow Our Economy And Safeguard National Energy Security.”  “Simply put, Colorado needs to 

solidify an all-of-the-above approach — one that includes oil and gas, renewables like wind and solar, and now 

nuclear — to grow our economy and safeguard national energy security. Our Colorado community is proving how 

a reliable, affordable and secure energy strategy creates prosperity. Recent private sector investments in clean 

energy and advanced technology manufacturing have reached about $1.1 billion, creating roughly 2,000 jobs in 

Colorado’s 8th congressional district, spanning sections of Adams, Larimer and Weld counties. Companies like 

Vestas, which makes wind turbines in Brighton, have invested over $1 billion in Colorado, supporting about 1,000 

local jobs.” [Colorado Sun, Gabe Evans Op-Ed, 5/13/25] 

 

Evans Said The United States Needed To Invest In Wind And Solar Projects “For A More Resilient, Secure 

America” And Infrastructure Such As Modernized Grids To Support “Affordable, Reliable, And Secure 

Energy”  

 

Evans Op-Ed:  Solar And Wind Were Examples Of “Innovative” Energy “Technologies” That Were 

“Helping To Lower Emissions, Drive Down Costs, And Expand America’s Energy Options.” “Colorado’s 8th 

District is an incredible example of what an ‘all-of-the-above’ energy approach can look like. From wind and solar 
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to oil and natural gas, our district proves that every form of energy production has an important role to play in 

strengthening our economy while protecting our environment. While traditional energy sources have powered our 

nation for generations, clean energy has quickly risen as a reliable and innovative partner in the mix. Whether it’s 

solar, wind, hydropower, geothermal or biomass, these technologies are helping to lower emissions, drive down 

costs, and expand America’s energy options all while making the cleanest and most environmentally and socially 

responsible power anywhere on the planet.” [Washington Times, Gabe Evans Op-Ed, 9/29/25] 

 

Evans Op-Ed: “Energy Security Is National Security And Now, More Than Ever, We Need To Invest In 

Both Traditional Energy Sources And Innovative Energy Technologies For A More Resilient, Secure 

America.” “These credits have helped fuel Colorado’s economy, creating new jobs, supporting small businesses 

and large companies alike, and attracting billions of dollars in private sector investment. They give families and 

businesses more choices, whether that be lowering their power bills or upgrading to better energy systems. Most 

importantly, they strengthen our nation’s energy independence by ensuring we are not reliant on foreign adversaries 

like China, Russia, or Iran to meet our needs. Energy security is national security and now, more than ever, we need 

to invest in both traditional energy sources and innovative energy technologies for a more resilient, secure 

America.” [Washington Times, Gabe Evans Op-Ed, 9/29/25] 

 

Evans Op-Ed:  The United States Needed Infrastructure Such As Modernized Grids To Support 

“Affordable, Reliable, And Secure Energy.” “We must have the infrastructure to support the next generation of 

energy technologies like geothermal and advanced storage. Transmission lines, pipelines, and modernized grids are 

all part of the equation. If we want affordable, reliable, and secure energy, we need the ability to move it where it is 

needed most.” [Washington Times, Gabe Evans Op-Ed, 9/29/25] 

 

Tri-State’s $27 Million Cancelled Grant Was To Help Improve Electric Grid Efficiency, Capacity, And 

Reliability While Integrating Renewable Resources And Managing Energy Load 

 

Tri-State’s $27 Million DOE Grant “Was To Help Optimize The Rural Electricity Grid And Improve The 

Electric Grid’s Efficiency, Capacity, Flexibility And Reliability While Integrating Renewable Resources And 

Managing Energy Load.” “The Department of Energy announced on Wednesday that it was cancelling more than 

$7.5 billion in funding for clean-energy projects across the country, including in Colorado. The funds supported 

223 projects, including hubs for hydrogen fuel, projects to cap methane emissions from wells, and upgrades to 

electrical grids. Many of the awards came from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law or the Inflation Reduction Act, 

two Biden-era climate laws that funded billions of dollars in climate projects and research…The terminated grant 

list also included a nearly $27 million award to Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, a rural power 

provider based in Westminster. That grant was to help optimize the rural electricity grid.” [CPR News, 10/2/25] 

 

Union Power’s $6 Million DOE Grant Supported Installing Solar Panels To Provide Backup Power For An 

Aging Generator At Fort Lupton’s Sewage Treatment Plant 

 

Union Power’s $6 Million DOE Grant Was To Install Floating Solar Panels To Provide Backup Power For 

The Aging Generator At Fort Lupton’s Sewage Treatment Plant And Address Algae Blooms In A Reservoir 

That Feeds The Plant, Improving Water Quality. “Trista Fugate, senior vice president and chief marketing 

officer for United Power, which lost a $6 million award, would not comment on how the canceled grant will impact 

employment. The United Power project aimed to use floating solar panels to provide backup power for the aging 

generator at Fort Lupton’s sewage treatment plant and, also, to address algae blooms in a reservoir that feeds the 

plant, improving water quality, lowering the city’s monthly power costs by 9%, and providing a model for rural 

communities nationwide. The funding was part of the DOE’s Energy Improvements in Rural and Remote Areas 

program, included in the 2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.” [Colorado Newsline, 10/27/25] 

 

Evans Stayed Silent On The $33 Million In Lost Funding For His District 

 

Colorado Newsline: Evans “[Stayed] Silent” And Did Not Respond To Requests For Comment From Politico 

Or From The Colorado Times Recorder Regarding The Trump Administration’s Cancellation Of Two 

Energy Projects In His District. “ Rep. Gabe Evans (R-CO) is staying silent on the Trump Administration’s 
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decision to cancel two Department of Energy (DOE) projects, totaling over $33 million, in his district. According to 

a list of award terminations published by the Democrats on the House Appropriations Committee, two grants in 

Colorado’s 8th Congressional District (CD8) have been canceled: one with the Tri-State Generation and 

Transmission Association and another with United Power. The Trump administration announced the cancellations 

on Oct. 1. Evans’ office did not respond to requests for comment from Politico in early October or from the 

Colorado Times Recorder during the past week, leaving questions unanswered on whether the House member is 

working to reverse the cuts or if he agrees with them.” [Colorado Newsline, 10/27/25] 

 

Headline: “Evans Remains Silent on Trump’s Cancellation of Two Energy Projects in His District.” 

[Colorado Newsline, 10/27/25] 

 

Despite His Votes And Actions, Evans Has Attempted To Fashion Himself As A Clean Energy 

Champion And Acknowledged The Importance Of The Industry As A “Reliable And Innovative 

Partner” In His District  

 

Evans Repeatedly Acknowledged The Economic Impact And Importance Of The Clean Energy Industry In 

His District 

 

November 2025: Evans Said One In Two Wind Generators In The United States Were Made In Colorado’s 8th 

Congressional District  

 

Evans Said “One In Two Wind Generators In The Country Is Also Made In My District.” “Yeah. So. So, so 

happy to be here with that. You know, I've been in Congress for 11 months now. Scott's quickly become a really 

good friend in this space. So, so happy to be here with him. You know, I think my district is a perfect example of 

why we have to have that legislative stability. I represent Colorado 8th. That's a Denver suburbs about halfway up 

to Wyoming, 80% of the oil, 50% of the natural gas in Colorado comes out of my area. But one in two wind 

generators in the country is also made in my district. And I have some of the largest solar projects in the country in 

my district, between my largest wind employer and my largest solar employer. I have 1700 jobs and about $150 

million in supply chain just inside the district. And so I watched the whiplash go back and forth. Now, four years 

ago, when oil and gas was on the chopping block, all of my oil and gas folks were really nervous. And now a lot of 

my wind and solar guys are experiencing some of that anxiety. Well, they're all in my district. I need all of those 

jobs.” [Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, 00:01:57, 11/21/25] (VIDEO) 

  

Evans Said Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Was Home To “Some Of The Largest Solar Projects In The 

Country” 

 

Evans Said “I Have Some Of The Largest Solar Projects In The Country In My District, Between My 

Largest Wind Employer And My Largest Solar Employer.” “Yeah. So. So, so happy to be here with that. You 

know, I've been in Congress for 11 months now. Scott's quickly become a really good friend in this space. So, so 

happy to be here with him. You know, I think my district is a perfect example of why we have to have that 

legislative stability. I represent Colorado 8th. That's a Denver suburbs about halfway up to Wyoming, 80% of the 

oil, 50% of the natural gas in Colorado comes out of my area. But one in two wind generators in the country is also 

made in my district. And I have some of the largest solar projects in the country in my district, between my largest 

wind employer and my largest solar employer. I have 1700 jobs and about $150 million in supply chain just inside 

the district. And so I watched the whiplash go back and forth. Now, four years ago, when oil and gas was on 

the chopping block, all of my oil and gas folks were really nervous. And now a lot of my wind and solar guys are 

experiencing some of that anxiety. Well, they're all in my district. I need all of those jobs.” [Center for Climate and 

Energy Solutions, 00:01:57, 11/21/25] (VIDEO) 

 

Evans Said The Wind And Solar Industries In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Were Experiencing 

“Anxiety” Due To Policy “Whiplash” 
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Evans: “When Oil And Gas Was On The Chopping Block, All Of My Oil And Gas Folks Were Really 

Nervous. And Now A Lot Of My Wind And Solar Guys Are Experiencing Some Of That Anxiety.” “Yeah. 

So. So, so happy to be here with that. You know, I've been in Congress for 11 months now. Scott's quickly become 

a really good friend in this space. So, so happy to be here with him. You know, I think my district is a perfect 

example of why we have to have that legislative stability. I represent Colorado 8th. That's a Denver suburbs about 

halfway up to Wyoming, 80% of the oil, 50% of the natural gas in Colorado comes out of my area. But one in two 

wind generators in the country is also made in my district. And I have some of the largest solar projects in the 

country in my district, between my largest wind employer and my largest solar employer. I have 1700 jobs and 

about $150 million in supply chain just inside the district. And so I watched the whiplash go back and forth. Now, 

four years ago, when oil and gas was on the chopping block, all of my oil and gas folks were really nervous. And 

now a lot of my wind and solar guys are experiencing some of that anxiety. Well, they're all in my district. I need 

all of those jobs.” [Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, 00:01:57, 11/21/25] (VIDEO) 

 

September 2025: Evans Said Clean Energy Tax Credits “Helped Fuel Colorado’s Economy, Creating New 

Jobs, Supporting Small Businesses And Large Companies Alike, And Attracting Billions Of Dollars In 

Private Sector Investment” 

 

Evans’ Op-Ed: Clean Energy Tax Credits “Helped Fuel Colorado’s Economy, Creating New Jobs, 

Supporting Small Businesses And Large Companies Alike, And Attracting Billions Of Dollars In Private 

Sector Investment.” “But here’s the reality: innovation alone isn’t enough to meet our nation’s growing energy 

demand. For these resources to truly meet their potential, we must make them more accessible for American 

families and businesses to drive down costs and get more electrons on the grid. Clean energy tax credits are a 

critical component of this national strategy. These credits have helped fuel Colorado’s economy, creating new jobs, 

supporting small businesses and large companies alike, and attracting billions of dollars in private sector 

investment. They give families and businesses more choices, whether that be lowering their power bills or 

upgrading to better energy systems. Most importantly, they strengthen our nation’s energy independence by 

ensuring we are not reliant on foreign adversaries like China, Russia, or Iran to meet our needs. Energy security is 

national security and now, more than ever, we need to invest in both traditional energy sources and innovative 

energy technologies for a more resilient, secure America.” [Washington Times, Gabe Evans Op-Ed, 9/29/25] 

 

Evans Said “Clean Energy Has Quickly Risen As A Reliable And Innovative Partner” In Energy Production 

 

Evans’ Op-Ed: “Clean Energy Has Quickly Risen As A Reliable And Innovative Partner” In Energy 

Production.  “Colorado’s 8th District is an incredible example of what an ‘all-of-the-above’ energy approach can 

look like. From wind and solar to oil and natural gas, our district proves that every form of energy production has 

an important role to play in strengthening our economy while protecting our environment. While traditional energy 

sources have powered our nation for generations, clean energy has quickly risen as a reliable and innovative partner 

in the mix. Whether it’s solar, wind, hydropower, geothermal or biomass, these technologies are helping to lower 

emissions, drive down costs, and expand America’s energy options all while making the cleanest and most 

environmentally and socially responsible power anywhere on the planet.” [Washington Times, Gabe Evans Op-

Ed, 9/29/25] 

  

Headline: “To Meet America’s Energy Demand, Innovation Alone Isn’t Enough.” [Washington Times, Gabe 

Evans Op-Ed, 9/29/25] 

 

May 2025: Evans Said, “Unleashing American Energy Dominance Means Unleashing All Forms Of Energy 

In A Safe, Affordable And Reliable Way” And That Colorado Needed “To Solidify An All-Of-The-Above 

Approach,” Which Included Wind And Solar  

 

Evans Op-Ed: “Unleashing American Energy Dominance Means Unleashing All Forms Of Energy In A Safe, 

Affordable And Reliable Way.” “To keep this momentum going, we must get the policy piece right and provide 

certainty for the energy companies investing in our state. Unleashing American energy dominance means 

unleashing all forms of energy in a safe, affordable and reliable way. We must continue to invest in Colorado’s 

energy future with forward-looking policies that encourage all forms of American energy. To that end, 
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Congressman Evans is introducing the State Planning for Reliability and Affordability Act, which would create a 

federal standard that state regulatory entities must consider when making policy focusing on energy reliability, 

encouraging affordability for ratepayers.” [Colorado Sun, Gabe Evans Op-Ed, 5/13/25] 

 

Evans Op-Ed: , Colorado Needed To Solidify “An All-Of-The-Above Approach,” Which Oil And Gas, 

Renewables Like Wind, Solar, And Nuclear. “This isn’t just local pride; it’s a national imperative. Even as 

Colorado innovators are firing on all cylinders, a debate in Washington, D.C., is brewing over the future of 

American energy. Some want to pick winners and losers, but those of us who have seen Colorado’s success story 

up close know that would be a grave mistake. Simply put, Colorado needs to solidify an all-of-the-above approach 

— one that includes oil and gas, renewables like wind and solar, and now nuclear — to grow our economy and 

safeguard national energy security.” [Colorado Sun, Gabe Evans Op-Ed, 5/13/25] 

 

HEADLINE: “Opinion: Colorado Needs A Committed All-Of-The-Above Approach To Energy. The Pieces 

Are In Place To Be A Model Nationally.” [Colorado Sun, Gabe Evans Op-Ed, 5/13/25] 

  

Evans Repeatedly Proclaimed His Support For Clean Energy Tax Credits During One Big Beautiful Bill 

Negotiations, Warning Cuts Would “Jeopardize” Investments And Increase Costs For Consumers 

 

March 2025: Evans Signed A Republican-Led Letter To The House Ways And Means Committee Opposing Cuts 

To Clean Energy Tax Credits 

 

March 9, 2025: Rep. Evans Signed A Letter To The House Ways And Means Committee Publicly Opposing 

Repeals To Clean Energy Tax Credits. “As Members of the House Republican Conference, we write to 

emphasize the importance of prioritizing energy affordability for American families and keeping on our current 

path to energy dominance amid efforts to repeal or reform current energy tax credits. […] Sincerely […] Gabe 

Evans” [Letter to House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Jason Smith, 3/9/25] 

 

Evans Warned Timelines For Domestic Energy Production And Infrastructure Could Be “Jeopardized” By Cuts 

To Clean Energy Tax Credits 

 

Evans Warned Timelines For Domestic Energy Production And Infrastructure Could Be “Jeopardized” By 

Cuts To Clean Energy Tax Credits “Countless American companies are utilizing sector-wide energy tax credits – 

many of which have enjoyed broad support in Congress – to make major investments in domestic energy 

production and infrastructure for traditional and renewable energy sources alike. Both our constituencies and the 

energy industry alike remain concerned about disruptive changes to our nation’s energy tax structure. Many credits 

were enacted over the course of a ten-year period, which allowed energy developers to plan with these tax 

incentives in mind. These timelines have been relied upon when it comes to capital allocation, planning, and project 

commitments, all of which would be jeopardized by premature credit phase outs or additional restrictive 

mechanisms such as limiting transferability.” [Letter to House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Jason Smith, 

3/9/25]  

 

Evans Said Both His Constituents And The Energy Industry Were “Concerned” About Changes To The 

“Nation’s Energy Tax Structure” 

 

Evans Said Both His Constituents And The Energy Industry Were “Concerned” About Changes To The 

“Nation’s Energy Tax Structure.” “Countless American companies are utilizing sector-wide energy tax credits – 

many of which have enjoyed broad support in Congress – to make major investments in domestic energy 

production and infrastructure for traditional and renewable energy sources alike. Both our constituencies and the 

energy industry alike remain concerned about disruptive changes to our nation’s energy tax structure. Many credits 

were enacted over the course of a ten-year period, which allowed energy developers to plan with these tax 

incentives in mind. These timelines have been relied upon when it comes to capital allocation, planning, and project 

commitments, all of which would be jeopardized by premature credit phase outs or additional restrictive 

mechanisms such as limiting transferability.” [Letter to House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Jason Smith, 

3/9/25] 
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May 2025: Evans Said Clean Energy Tax Credits “Encourage Critical Clean Energy Technologies, Create 

Good-Paying Jobs And Enhance U.S. Energy Security”  

 

Evans Op-Ed: Expanding Clean Energy Tax Credits Would “Encourage Critical Clean Energy 

Technologies, Create Good-Paying Jobs And Enhance U.S. Energy Security — All Things That Will Help 

Coloradans.” “Colorado is already home to several innovative battery manufacturers that are leading the way in 

onshoring supply chains. For example, as a strong supporter of American-made products representing these 

manufacturers, I am proud to help introduce this legislation, the Critical Minerals and Manufacturing Support Act, 

to expand the 45X tax credit — which subsidizes the production of five types of goods: solar energy components, 

wind energy components, battery components, inverters and critical minerals — and improve incentives for battery 

manufacturing domestic supply chains. In doing so, we will encourage critical clean energy technologies, create 

good-paying jobs and enhance U.S. energy security — all things that will help Coloradans.” [Colorado Sun, Gabe 

Evans Op-Ed, 5/13/25] 

 

HEADLINE: “Opinion: Colorado Needs A Committed All-Of-The-Above Approach To Energy. The Pieces 

Are In Place To Be A Model Nationally.” [Colorado Sun, Gabe Evans Op-Ed, 5/13/25] 

 

May 2025: Evans Warned That Cutting The Clean Energy Tax Credits In The One Big Beautiful Bill Would 

Lead To Higher Energy Bills For Consumers 

 

May 2025: Evans And Other Republican Representatives Warned That Cutting Clean Energy Tax Credits 

In The Reconciliation Bill Would Lead To Higher Energy Bills For Consumers. “Today, Congresswoman Jen 

Kiggans (VA-02) and 13 of her Republican colleagues issued a joint statement in response to the House Ways and 

Means Committee’s portion of the reconciliation markup text concerning clean energy tax credits. This joint 

statement includes Representatives Andrew Garbarino (NY-02), Mark Amodei (NV-02), Don Bacon (NE-02), Rob 

Bresnahan (PA-08), Juan Ciscomani (AZ-06), Gabe Evans (CO-08), Jeff Hurd (CO-03), Dave Joyce (OH-14), 

Young Kim (CA-40), Nick LaLota (NY-01), Mike Lawler (NY-17), Dan Newhouse (WA-04), and David Valadao 

(CA-22).  […] ‘We commend the Ways and Means Committee for including reasonable phase-out schedules for 

certain clean energy tax credits. […] We appreciate the Ways and Means Committee putting America first by 

investing in American energy dominance, but the last thing any of us want is to provoke an energy crisis or cause 

higher energy bills for working families. We urge the Committee to consider these important changes in this critical 

part of our One Big Beautiful Bill.’” [Rep. Jen Kiggans, Press Release, 5/14/25] 

 

June 2025: After His Initial Vote To Cut Clean Energy Tax Credits, Evans Signed Onto A Letter Asking 

Senate Republicans To “Mitigate” Negative Impacts Of The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Cuts To The Energy 

Tax Credits 

 

June 2025: Evans Signed A Letter Asking Senate Republicans To Protect Clean Energy Tax Credits In Their 

Version Of The Reconciliation Bill. “The One Big Beautiful Bill, which narrowly passed in the House (215 to 

214) takes a sledgehammer to clean energy tax credits, a move that created what Abigail Ross Hopper, president 

and CEO of the Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA) called ‘unworkable legislation.’  Thirteen members of 

Congress are now urging Senators to take a closer look at several provisions within the bill that they acknowledge 

will stall investment in and development of clean energy projects […] The letter is signed by:  Jen A. 

Kiggans Brian K. Fitzpatrick Juan Ciscomani Nick LaLota Michael V Lawler Andrew R. Garbarino Don 

Bacon Mark E. Amodei Gabe Evans Young Kim David G. Valadao Robert Bresnahan, Jr. Thomas H. Kean, Jr.” 

[PV Magazine, 6/6/25] 

 

• The Letter Reportedly Asked The Senate To “Mitigate” The Negative Impacts Of The Bill’s Clean 

Energy Funding Cuts. “         13 House Republicans who voted FOR the One Big Beautiful Bill Act are now 

asking the Senate to scale back and ‘mitigate’ the negative impacts of their clean energy funding cuts. Letter is 

led by Rep. Jen Kiggans, R-Va.” [Sahil Kapur, Twitter, 6/6/25] 
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[Sahil Kapur, Twitter, 6/6/25] 

 

Gabe Evans Praised JBS Leadership And Failed To Reach Out To Workers At Its Greeley 

Facility As They Fought For Fair Wages And Better Working Conditions 

 

March 2026: Workers At JBS’ Greeley Meatpacking Plant Announced Plans To Strike Over Unfair 

Labor Practices 

 

Workers Reported That JBS Charged Them For Replacement Personal Protective Equipment, Proposed 

Inadequate Wage Increases, And Committed Unfair Labor Practices That Prevented A Contract Agreement 

 

February 2026: Members Of United Food And Commercial Workers Local 7, The Union Representing 3,800 

Workers At JBS Greeley Plant, Voted To Authorize A So-Called Unfair Labor Practices Strike. “Workers at 

the JBS-owned meatpacking plant in Greeley plan to begin a labor strike Monday.  Members of United Food and 

Commercial Workers Local 7, the union representing 3,800 workers at the plant, voted last month to authorize a so-

called unfair labor practices strike. The union has been in talks with JBS on a new collective bargaining contract 

since a previous four-year agreement expired in July.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 3/12/26] 

 

March 2026: Workers At JBS’ Greeley Meatpacking Facility Announced Plans To Strike Over Unfair Labor 

Conditions. “Thousands of workers at the JBS beef plant in Greeley, one of the largest fed beef plants in the 

United States, are set to go on strike at 5:30 a.m. Monday, after months of failed contract negotiations with the 

company over what the union calls unfair labor practices. UFCW Local 7 notified JBS that the strike will begin 

March 16. The union said 99% of its members voted to authorize the work stoppage... At the center of the dispute 

are allegations that JBS has charged workers for replacement personal protective equipment, proposed inadequate 

wage increases, and committed unfair labor practices that have prevented a contract agreement. The union's 

bargaining committee has met with the company more than two dozen times.” [9News, 3/10/26] 

 

Workers Allege That JBS Charged Workers For Replacement Personal Protective Equipment, Proposed 

Inadequate Wage Increases, And Committed Unfair Labor Practices That Have Prevented A Contract 

Agreement. “Thousands of workers at the JBS beef plant in Greeley, one of the largest fed beef plants in the 

United States, are set to go on strike at 5:30 a.m. Monday, after months of failed contract negotiations with the 

company over what the union calls unfair labor practices. UFCW Local 7 notified JBS that the strike will begin 

March 16. The union said 99% of its members voted to authorize the work stoppage... At the center of the dispute 

are allegations that JBS has charged workers for replacement personal protective equipment, proposed inadequate 

wage increases, and committed unfair labor practices that have prevented a contract agreement. The union's 

bargaining committee has met with the company more than two dozen times.” [9News, 3/10/26] 
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Some Workers Said They Were Charged $1,100 Or More By JBS To Replace Critical Protective Gear And 

Offered Wage Increases As Low As 60 Cents An Hour 

 

The Union Said Some Workers Have Been Charged $1,100 Or More Workers For The Replacement Of 

Personal Protective Equipment. “‘JBS is charging workers for the replacement of personal protective equipment 

that they are responsible to provide,’ Cordova said. The union said some workers have been charged $1,100 or 

more for the equipment. The union also said the company has proposed wage increases of less than 2% per year on 

average — as low as 60 cents an hour for some workers — which the union said is insufficient to keep pace with 

the rising cost of living on the Front Range.” [9News, 3/10/26] 

 

JBS Proposed Wage Increases Of Less Than 2% Per Year On Average, Which Were As Low As 60 Cents An 

Hour For Some Workers. “‘JBS is charging workers for the replacement of personal protective equipment that 

they are responsible to provide,’ Cordova said. The union said some workers have been charged $1,100 or more for 

the equipment. The union also said the company has proposed wage increases of less than 2% per year on average 

— as low as 60 cents an hour for some workers — which the union said is insufficient to keep pace with the rising 

cost of living on the Front Range.” [9News, 3/10/26] 

 

As Of March 4, 2026, Evans Failed To Reach Out To UFCW7 Regarding The Strike Despite Representing 

The District In Which The JBS Plant Was Located 

 

As March 4, 2026, Evans Failed To Reach Out UFCW7 Regarding The Strike Despite Representing The 

District In Which The JBS Plant Was Located. “Democratic Sens. John Hickenlooper and Michael Bennet, 

along with members of the state legislature, have been in contact with the union to offer support, according to a 

UFCW7 representative, although they have received no communications from Rep. Gabe Evans, the Republican 

representing the district in which the plant is located.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 3/4/26] 

 

• UFCW7 Said It Was In Contact With Hickenlooper, Bennet, And Members Of The State Legislature 

Regarding The Strike At The JBS Greeley Plant. “Democratic Sens. John Hickenlooper and Michael 

Bennet, along with members of the state legislature, have been in contact with the union to offer support, 

according to a UFCW7 representative, although they have received no communications from Rep. Gabe Evans, 

the Republican representing the district in which the plant is located.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 3/4/26] 

 

Workers At JBS’ Greeley Facility Voted To Strike In The Face Of Looming Deportation Threats From The 

Trump Administration And Raids On Other Meatpacking Facilities  

 

President Of The UFCW Local 7 Estimated 80% To 90% Of The Workforce At JBS’ Greeley Facility Was 

Foreign Born 

 

Kim Cordova, President Of The UFCW Local 7, Estimated 80 To 90% Of The Workforce At JBS’ Greeley 

Facility Was Foreign Born. “In Greeley, Kim Cordova, president of the UFCW Local 7, says that the deaths of the 

JBS workers had a galvanizing effect. ‘We started to see workers mobilize, stand up, fight back,’ she said in an 

interview in the union offices near Denver. By then, more than 45% of meatpacking workers were foreign-born, 

according to a report by the American Immigration Council. Cordova estimated that the number in Greeley was 

much higher — perhaps 80% or even 90% of the workforce. But because workers at JBS felt so unprotected, 

employees who had other options began quitting and seeking jobs elsewhere. JBS and other meatpackers tried to 

cover the shortage by requesting permission from the federal government to fill vacancies with temporary foreign 

workers holding H-2B visas. In 2021, the U.S. Department of Labor issued more than 20,000 temporary work visas 

to meat industry employees.” [High Country News, 9/1/25] 

 

Haitian Workers At JBS’ Greeley Plant Faced Looming Deportation Threats As The Trump Administration 

Sought To Revoke Their Temporary Protected Status 

 

https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/jbs-workers-strike-monday-greeley-plant/73-2b2c87b6-c309-469a-92fb-797a89247e5e
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https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2026/03/our-dignity-keeps-getting-sacrificed-greeley-meatpacking-workers-prepare-for-historic-strike/77000/
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2026/03/our-dignity-keeps-getting-sacrificed-greeley-meatpacking-workers-prepare-for-historic-strike/77000/
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Haitian workers at JBS Greeley plant faced deportation as the Trump administration fought in federal court 

to revoke their temporary protected status. “Last week, hundreds of thousands of Haitian migrants faced an 

uncertain future as the Trump administration fought in federal court to revoke their legal status and deport them. 

But despite these threats, the largely immigrant union workers at a JBS beef plant in Greeley, Colorado, many of 

them recent arrivals from Haiti, still voted on Wednesday by an overwhelming margin to strike over poor working 

conditions in what could become the first sanctioned walkout at a major meatpacking plant in decades…For the 

previous few days, union leadership had quietly worried about turnout for the vote. A large number of Haitian 

workers—part of a group of roughly 353,000 migrants nationwide—were scheduled to lose their temporary 

protected status (TPS) and accompanying work authorization on February 3, the day before the vote was scheduled 

to take place. But then, late on the night of February 2, US District Judge Ana C. Reyes, of the District of 

Columbia, paused termination of TPS for Haitians. Homeland Security secretary Kristi Noem had not decided to 

end their legal status because order had been restored in Haiti, Reyes wrote in her ruling, but rather because of a 

‘hostility to nonwhite immigrants.’ Reyes cited a social media post by Noem in December, calling immigrants 

‘foreign invaders,’ who are ‘killers, leeches, and entitlement junkies.’”  [High County News, 2/10/26] 

 

• Many Haitian Immigrants Were Set To Lose Their Temporary Protected Status Before A U.S. District 

Judge Paused The Termination On February 2, 2026. “Last week, hundreds of thousands of Haitian 

migrants faced an uncertain future as the Trump administration fought in federal court to revoke their legal 

status and deport them. But despite these threats, the largely immigrant union workers at a JBS beef plant in 

Greeley, Colorado, many of them recent arrivals from Haiti, still voted on Wednesday by an overwhelming 

margin to strike over poor working conditions in what could become the first sanctioned walkout at a major 

meatpacking plant in decades…For the previous few days, union leadership had quietly worried about turnout 

for the vote. A large number of Haitian workers—part of a group of roughly 353,000 migrants nationwide—

were scheduled to lose their temporary protected status (TPS) and accompanying work authorization on 

February 3, the day before the vote was scheduled to take place. But then, late on the night of February 2, US 

District Judge Ana C. Reyes, of the District of Columbia, paused termination of TPS for Haitians. Homeland 

Security secretary Kristi Noem had not decided to end their legal status because order had been restored in 

Haiti, Reyes wrote in her ruling, but rather because of a ‘hostility to nonwhite immigrants.’ Reyes cited a social 

media post by Noem in December, calling immigrants ‘foreign invaders,’ who are ‘killers, leeches, and 

entitlement junkies.’”  [High County News, 2/10/26] 

 

Latino And Immigrant Workers Feared That Voting In The Union Election Could Lead To Retaliation Due To 

JBS’ Close Relationship With The Trump Administration 

 

High County News: Latino And Immigrant Workers Feared Voting In The Union Election Could Leader To 

Retaliation Due To JBS’ Close Relationship With The Trump Administration. “Later, as workers from the B 

shift started to arrive, a group of Latino men in their twenties expressed deep concern about having been checked in 

by the union and registered as voting. Would JBS be able to access that information? The company was the largest 

donor to President Donald Trump’s second inauguration. Shortly after that donation, Trump changed the 

composition of the National Labor Relations Board, which then dismissed the union’s formal complaint alleging 

human trafficking by JBS. Months later, company CEO Joesley Batista met in person with Trump in a successful 

bid to lift US tariffs on Brazilian beef. JBS has the ear of a president already eager to deport immigrants, in the 

name of saving American jobs. A union rep assured the young men that the vote will be 100% anonymous — ‘cien 

por ciento,’ he emphasized — but they sat for hours, unsure whether to cast votes. ‘The fear of retaliation is very 

real,’ Moise told me.” [High County News, 2/10/26] 

 

• After His Election, Trump Changed The Composition Of The National Labor Relations Board, Which 

Then Dismissed A Formal Complaint Alleging Human Trafficking By JBS. “Later, as workers from the B 

shift started to arrive, a group of Latino men in their twenties expressed deep concern about having been 

checked in by the union and registered as voting. Would JBS be able to access that information? The company 

was the largest donor to President Donald Trump’s second inauguration. Shortly after that donation, Trump 

changed the composition of the National Labor Relations Board, which then dismissed the union’s formal 

complaint alleging human trafficking by JBS. Months later, company CEO Joesley Batista met in person with 

Trump in a successful bid to lift US tariffs on Brazilian beef. JBS has the ear of a president already eager to 

https://web.archive.org/web/20260211121709/https:/www.hcn.org/articles/these-meatpacking-workers-may-be-deported-they-voted-to-strike-anyway/
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deport immigrants, in the name of saving American jobs. A union rep assured the young men that the vote will 

be 100% anonymous — ‘cien por ciento,’ he emphasized — but they sat for hours, unsure whether to cast 

votes. ‘The fear of retaliation is very real,’ Moise told me.” [High County News, 2/10/26] 

 

• JBS CEO Joesley Batista Met In Person With Trump In A Successful Bid To Lift US Tariffs On 

Brazilian Beef. “Later, as workers from the B shift started to arrive, a group of Latino men in their twenties 

expressed deep concern about having been checked in by the union and registered as voting. Would JBS be 

able to access that information? The company was the largest donor to President Donald Trump’s second 

inauguration. Shortly after that donation, Trump changed the composition of the National Labor Relations 

Board, which then dismissed the union’s formal complaint alleging human trafficking by JBS. Months later, 

company CEO Joesley Batista met in person with Trump in a successful bid to lift US tariffs on Brazilian beef. 

JBS has the ear of a president already eager to deport immigrants, in the name of saving American jobs. A 

union rep assured the young men that the vote will be 100% anonymous — ‘cien por ciento,’ he emphasized — 

but they sat for hours, unsure whether to cast votes. ‘The fear of retaliation is very real,’ Moise told me.” [High 

County News, 2/10/26] 

 

Immigrant Workers At Other Meatpacking Plants Around The Country Faced Arrests And Deportations 

 

June 2025: ICE Arrested 67 People At A Nebraska Meatpacking Plant 

 

June 2025: ICE Arrested 67 People At Glenn Valley Foods Meatpacking Plant In Nebraska. “Every seat in 

the waiting area of Glenn Valley Foods was occupied with people filling out job applications early Thursday 

afternoon, two days after the meatpacking plant became the center of the largest worksite immigration raid in the 

state of Nebraska so far this year…Seventy-six people working at Glenn Valley Foods were arrested by federal 

immigration authorities Tuesday morning, the Department of Homeland Security told NBC News in an email. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement said the arrests were part of an enforcement operation to execute a federal 

search warrant in connection to an investigation into ‘the large-scale employment of aliens without legal work 

authorization.’ As of Friday night, criminal charges had not been filed against those arrested in the raid. About a 

dozen of them have already been deported or transferred out of state. At least 63 others were taken to the Lincoln 

County Detention Center. The county’s sheriff, Jerome Kramer, said none of the detainees are ‘violent offenders’ 

and he hopes to help them ‘complete the process to correct their work status and reunite them with families or 

employers.’” [NBC News, 6/15/25] 

 

July 2025: More Than 200 Employees At A JBS Pork Production Facility In Iowa Faced Deportation After The 

Trump Administration Terminated Their Work Authorizations 

 

July 2025: More Than 200 Employees At A JBS Pork Production Facility In Iowa Faced Deportation After 

The Trump Administration Terminated Their Work Authorizations. “Hundreds of immigrant workers at a 

meatpacking plant in Iowa have lost their jobs and face deportation risks after their work authorizations, which 

were tied to their immigration status, were revoked following the Trump administration's termination of a series of 

legal immigration programs. More than 200 employees at a JBS pork production facility in the city of Ottumwa 

began receiving letters of termination six weeks ago and having individual meetings with their employer, according 

to Otumwa Mayor Rick Johnson and Brian Ulin, a member and spokesperson of the United Food & Commercial 

Workers Local 230, which represents JBS workers in Ottumwa…Many of the employees lost their legal 

immigration status and thus their accompanying work authorizations following the Trump administration's 

termination of programs such as the CHNV parole program for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans, as 

well as various types of Temporary Protected Status, or TPS, according to the mayor, Ulin and Paulina Ocegueda, 

vice president of Ottumwa’s chapter of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the nation's oldest 

Hispanic civil rights organization.” [NBC News, 7/30/25] 

 

• Trump Administration's Terminated Of Programs Such As The CHNV Parole Program For Cubans, 

Haitians, Nicaraguans And Venezuelans, As Well As Various Types Of Temporary Protected Status. 

“Hundreds of immigrant workers at a meatpacking plant in Iowa have lost their jobs and face deportation risks 

after their work authorizations, which were tied to their immigration status, were revoked following the Trump 

https://web.archive.org/web/20260210094121/https:/www.hcn.org/articles/these-meatpacking-workers-may-be-deported-they-voted-to-strike-anyway/
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administration's termination of a series of legal immigration programs. More than 200 employees at a JBS pork 

production facility in the city of Ottumwa began receiving letters of termination six weeks ago and having 

individual meetings with their employer, according to Otumwa Mayor Rick Johnson and Brian Ulin, a member 

and spokesperson of the United Food & Commercial Workers Local 230, which represents JBS workers in 

Ottumwa…Many of the employees lost their legal immigration status and thus their accompanying work 

authorizations following the Trump administration's termination of programs such as the CHNV parole 

program for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans, as well as various types of Temporary Protected 

Status, or TPS, according to the mayor, Ulin and Paulina Ocegueda, vice president of Ottumwa’s chapter of the 

League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the nation's oldest Hispanic civil rights organization.” 

[NBC News, 7/30/25] 

 

Evans Repeatedly Insisted That Immigration Enforcement Was Targeted At Only People With Criminal 

Backgrounds 

 

June 2025: Evans Claimed That ICE Was Targeting “The People With Criminal Backgrounds, Violent 

Individuals, Drug-Dealing Individuals, Individuals Known To Carry Weapons With Their Crime.”  EVANS: 

“Let's go back to square one and let's look at some of the individuals that ICE was going to detain. Rolando 

Enriques is a national of the Philippines with prior convictions for sex assault, assault with intent to commit rape, 

and burglary in California. Another guy, known gang member, sexual battery, receiving stolen property, and theft. 

Another guy previously deported known gang member convictions for assault with a deadly weapon and possessing 

drug paraphernalia. Fourth individual Mexican national convictions for assault with a deadly weapon. These are the 

people that immigration and customs is targeting, the people with criminal backgrounds, violent individuals, drug-

dealing individuals, individuals known to carry weapons with their crime. In Colorado we have the discussion of a 

warrant versus an ice detainer, these are warrants signed by judges that ICE is using to go out and apprehend these 

individuals. Worst of the worst, ICE goes out to apprehend these individuals, protests break out from the pro 

sanctuary city and state crowd, it escalates to the point of violence and vandalism towards federal buildings, at 

which point we’ve seen this movie before. We know what peaceful protest quote unquote means, usually windows 

smashed, things destroyed, cars on fire. In order to preserve the rule of law and make sure the businesses and 

people are trying to go about their lives and make sure that people are trying to go about their business and make 

sure they don't suffer the consequences of violence spiraling out of control make sure we are able to preserve the 

rule of law. It goes back to the individuals, violent known criminals, committing other crimes. That's who is being 

targeted and they don't want to go quietly and so they're creating problems.” [Jeff and Bill Show via Rumble, 

01:19:54, 6/9/25] (VIDEO) 

 

February 2026: Evans Claimed That 100% Of ICE Detainees Were Criminals Or Had A Final Order Of 

Deportation From A Federal Immigration Judge. EVANS: “I just want to address one thing. You might have 

seen recent headlines talking about the percentage of folks that are in ICE custody that are violent criminals. The 

recent headlines said only 14% of people in ICE custody are violent criminals. Well, you have to go look at what 

the definition of violent versus nonviolent crime is, because nonviolent crime includes things like human 

trafficking. It includes things like DUI. It includes things like fraud or theft. It includes things like drug dealing. So 

when you look at nonviolent crimes, folks that are in ICE custody right now, it's actually 60% of individuals in ICE 

custody right now have some sort of criminal behavior. Of the remaining 40%, the vast majority of those have a 

final order of deportation from an immigration judge. So I just wanted to add to highlight that since that was some 

recent news just broke. And I want to highlight that specifically for the Hispanic population, predominantly because 

that's the major one of the major ethnicities in the district for the Hispanic population. I am the only Latino in 

Colorado's delegation. And so it makes me really upset when I see the Hispanic population subject to political fear 

for political purposes. There is a lot of narratives going on right now about things that haven't actually happened in 

Colorado.” [Gabe Evans Tele-Town Hall, 00:09:55, 02/10/26] (AUDIO) 

 

• Evans: “60% Of Individuals In ICE Custody Right Now Have Some Sort Of Criminal Behavior. Of The 

Remaining 40%, The Vast Majority Of Those Have A Final Order Of Deportation From An 

Immigration Judge.” EVANS: “I just want to address one thing. You might have seen recent headlines talking 

about the percentage of folks that are in ICE custody that are violent criminals. The recent headlines said only 

14% of people in ICE custody are violent criminals. Well, you have to go look at what the definition of violent 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/iowa-jbs-plant-lose-work-permits-tps-trump-rcna221672
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versus nonviolent crime is, because nonviolent crime includes things like human trafficking. It includes things 

like DUI. It includes things like fraud or theft. It includes things like drug dealing. So when you look at 

nonviolent crimes, folks that are in ICE custody right now, it's actually 60% of individuals in ICE custody right 

now have some sort of criminal behavior. Of the remaining 40%, the vast majority of those have a final order of 

deportation from an immigration judge. So I just wanted to add to highlight that since that was some recent 

news just broke. And I want to highlight that specifically for the Hispanic population, predominantly because 

that's the major one of the major ethnicities in the district for the Hispanic population. I am the only Latino in 

Colorado's delegation. And so it makes me really upset when I see the Hispanic population subject to political 

fear for political purposes. There is a lot of narratives going on right now about things that haven't actually 

happened in Colorado.” [Gabe Evans Tele-Town Hall, 00:09:55, 02/10/26] (AUDIO) 

 

JBS Had History Of Labor Violations, Including Child Labor Violations And Allegations Of 

Human Trafficking  

 

The Department Of Labor Determined JBS Violated Child Labor Laws When Their Contractor Employed 

Children In Dangerous Jobs And During Overnight Shifts At The Company’s Facilities In Multiple States 

Including Colorado 

 

JBS And The U.S. Department Of Labor Reached A Settlement Agreement Over Child Labor Violations. 

“The U.S. Department of Labor has entered into an agreement with JBS USA Food Co. in which the nation’s 

leading meat packing processor and slaughterhouse will provide $4 million to assist individuals and communities 

affected by unlawful child labor practices nationwide. The Jan. 13, 2025, agreement commits JBS to holding key 

elements of its supply chain, third-party contractors and service providers accountable for illegal child labor…JBS 

will fund $4 million towards preventing illegal child labor and supporting victims of child labor nationwide while 

prioritizing its efforts in the communities of Guntersville, Alabama; Greeley, Colorado; Ottumwa, Iowa; 

Worthington, Minnesota; and Grand Island, Nebraska.” [U.S. Department of Labor, Press Release, 1/13/25] 

 

• The Department Of Labor Determined JBS Hired Third-Party Service Providers Who Employed 

Children In Dangerous Jobs And During Overnight Shifts At The Company’s Facilities In Multiple 

States Including Colorado. “Since 2022, the department has investigated various third-party contractors 

that provide sanitation services at meat packing establishments and service providers of poultry catching 

operations across the U.S. These investigations discovered that JBS’s third-party service providers 

employed children in dangerous jobs and during overnight shifts at the company’s facilities in Colorado, 

Iowa, Minnesota and Nebraska. In fiscal year 2024, department investigators found more than 4,000 

children had been employed in violation of federal child labor laws. The division continues to prioritize 

protecting children and currently has over 1,000 open child labor investigations.” [U.S. Department of 

Labor, Press Release, 1/13/25] 

 

In Formal Complaints, UFCW Local 7 Claimed JBS Misrepresented Work And Living Conditions While 

Recruiting Migrant Workers, Which Constituted Human Trafficking  

 

September 2024: UFCW Local 7 Accused JBS Of Abusing Immigrant Workers And Claimed That The 

Misrepresentation Of Their Work And Living Conditions During Recruitment Constituted Human 

Trafficking. “Worse still, in a complaint filed by the UFCW Local 7, the Haitians said that inside the JBS plant 

they were being asked to work at ‘dangerously unsafe’ speeds — sometimes almost twice as fast as workers on the 

day shift. In September 2024, the union publicly accused JBS of abusing immigrant workers and claimed that the 

misrepresentation of their work and living conditions during recruitment constituted human trafficking; they filed 

complaints with the Department of Labor, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the National Labor 

Relations Board and other government agencies. JBS denied the allegations, and a spokesperson insisted that the 

company followed all laws and regulations. But the Haitians said that they were essentially being held in slavery.” 

[High Country News, 9/1/25] 

 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20250113
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• UFCW Local 7 Filed Complaints With The Department Of Labor, The Occupational Safety And 

Health Administration, The National Labor Relations Board And Other Government Agencies Over 

Human Trafficking Allegations At The JBS Greeley Facility. “Worse still, in a complaint filed by the 

UFCW Local 7, the Haitians said that inside the JBS plant they were being asked to work at ‘dangerously 

unsafe’ speeds — sometimes almost twice as fast as workers on the day shift. In September 2024, the union 

publicly accused JBS of abusing immigrant workers and claimed that the misrepresentation of their work 

and living conditions during recruitment constituted human trafficking; they filed complaints with the 

Department of Labor, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the National Labor Relations 

Board and other government agencies. JBS denied the allegations, and a spokesperson insisted that the 

company followed all laws and regulations. But the Haitians said that they were essentially being held in 

slavery.” [High Country News, 9/1/25] 

 

Evans Met With JBS Leadership In Washington And Praised The Company As “Vital” To 

Colorado’s 8th Congressional District’s Workforce  

 

January 2025: Evans Met With JBS CEO Wesley Batista Filho In Washington, D.C. 

 

January 2025: Evans Met With JBS CEO Wesley Batista Filho In Washington, D.C. “Great to meet Wesley 

Batista Filho from @JBSFoodsUSA here in D.C.  JBS is a vital part of Weld County’s workforce and economy, 

and I’m committed to ensuring #CO08’s voice is heard as we begin the 119 Congress!” 

 
[X, @RepGabeEvans, 1/19/25] 

 

April 2025: Evans Toured JBS’ Beef Processing Facility And Said The Company Was “Vital To Our 

Workforce And Economy”  

 

April 2025: Evans Toured JBS’ Beef Processing Facility And Said The Company Was “Vital To Our 

Workforce And Economy.” “#CO08 Feeds and fuels the rest of the state.  It was great to catch up with JBS for a 

tour of their Beef Processing Facility. @JBSFoodsUSA is vital to our workforce and economy, as our district’s 

largest employer.” 

https://www.hcn.org/issues/57-9/on-the-kill-floor-how-migrants-are-exploited-for-profit/
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[X, @RepGabeEvans, 4/24/25] 

 

February 2025: Evans Said He Was “Thrilled” About JBS’ Expansion Project At Its Greeley Plant And Said 

They Were A “Vital Piece” Of Colorado’s 8th Congressional District’s Economy 

 

February 2025: Evans Said He Was “Thrilled” About JBS’ Expansion Project At Its Greeley Plant And Said 

They Were A “Vital Piece” Of Colorado’s 8th Congressional District’s Economy. “I’m thrilled to hear about 

@JBSFoodsUSA's expansion in Weld County. As an already vital piece of #CO08’s economy, their continued 

investment will create new jobs, enhance our beef industry, and help the local businesses that support the facility.” 

 
[X, @RepGabeEvans, 2/5/25] 

 

https://x.com/repgabeevans/status/1915541269113163903?s=20
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Evans’ Voted Against Labor And Union Protections In Colorado’s State Legislature, Including 

Bills That Strengthened Child Labor Laws And Wage Violation Enforcements 

 

Evans Voted Against A Bill That Expanded Legal Action To Hold A Company Accountable For Breaking 

Child Labor Laws  

 

HB23-1196 Expanded The Legal Action That A Child, Or Parent Of The Child, Could Take To Hold A 

Company Accountable For Breaking Child Labor Laws 

 

HB23-1196 Amended The Colorado Youth Act To Allow Aggrieved Parties, Including The Parents, To 

Pursue Legal Remedies For Violations Of The Act. “HB23-1196 Remedies At Law For Violating Colorado 

Youth Act Concerning clarifying that workers’ compensation is not the exclusive remedy for persons aggrieved by 

violations of the ‘Colorado Youth Employment Opportunity Act of 1971.’ The act amends the ‘Colorado Youth 

Employment Opportunity Act of 1971’ (CYEOA) to allow aggrieved parties, including parents of children 

protected by the CYEOA, to pursue remedies at law and in equity for violations of the act, in addition to workers’ 

compensation remedies, if:  An injury occurs to a minor during a week when the employer intentionally required 

the minor to work hours in violation of those allowed by the CYEOA; or An injury occurs to a minor while the 

minor was engaging in work prohibited by the CYEOA. The act clarifies that economic damages for claims in tort 

recovered by a party aggrieved by a violation of the CYEOA against the employer of a minor pursuant to the act 

must be reduced by the amount of compensation and benefits that the minor or the minor's dependents received for 

the same harm through the employer's workers' compensation insurance.” [Colorado General Assembly, HB23-

1196, introduced 2/13/23]  

 

Colorado House Democrats: HB23-1196 Expanded The Legal Action That A Child, Or Parent Of The Child, 

Can Take To Hold A Company Accountable For Breaking Child Labor Laws. “Current Colorado law only 

allows a child worker to pursue legal action against a company for workers’ compensation. HB23-1196 amends 

language in the Colorado Youth Employment Opportunity Act of 1971 to expand the legal action that a child, or a 

parent of a child, can take to hold a company accountable for breaking child labor laws.   The bill is in response to 

many recent child labor law violations, including a food sanitation corporation with Colorado facilities that was 

fined $1.5 million in penalties. Teens have twice the risk of nonfatal on-the-job injuries than older workers, 

necessitating the expansion of legal action that an underaged worker can pursue.” [Colorado House Democrats, 

Press Release, 3/9/23]  

 

Evans Voted No On HB23-1196 

 

Evans Voted No On HB23-1196. According to Colorado General Assembly vote records, Representative Evans 

voted No on HB23-1196. [Colorado General Assembly, HB23-1196, House Votes, voted 3/30/23] 

 

• HB23-1196 Passed With 44 Aye Votes And 18 No Votes. According to the Colorado General Assembly vote 

records, HB23-1196 passed with 44 Aye votes, 18 No votes, and 3 excused votes in the House. [Colorado 

General Assembly, HB23-1196, House Votes, voted 3/30/23] 

 

HB23-1196 Was Signed Into Law  

 

HB23-1196 Was Signed Into Law. According to the Colorado General Assembly, HB23-1196 was signed into law 

on June 7th, 2023. [Colorado General Assembly, HB23-1196, 6/7/23] 

 

Evans Voted Against A Bill That Ensured Equal Pay For Equal Work By Requiring The Director Of The 

Department Of Labor And Employment To Investigate Employer Violations Of Wage Inequality 

 

SB23-105 Ensured Equal Pay For Equal Work 

 

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb23-1196
https://www.cohousedems.com/news/lieder%E2%80%99s-bill-to-help-address-child-labor-violations-passes-committee
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SB23-105 Ensured Equal Pay For Equal Work By Requiring The Director Of The Department Of Labor 

And Employment To Investigate Employer Violations Of Wage Inequity. “SB23-105 Ensure Equal Pay For 

Equal Work Concerning the implementation of measures to ensure equal pay for equal work, and, in connection 

therewith, making an appropriation. Current law authorizes the director of the division of labor standards and 

statistics in the department of labor and employment (director) to create and administer a process to accept and 

mediate wage complaints, to provide legal resources concerning alleged wage inequity, and to promulgate rules as 

necessary for this purpose. The act changes these authorizations to requirements and further requires the director to 

create and administer a complaint mediation process by July 1, 2024. Additionally, the act requires the director to: 

Investigate complaints or other leads concerning employer violations of wage inequity; Upon finding a violation, 

order compliance and relief; and Promulgate rules to enforce the act. The act also requires an employer to: For each 

job opportunity, follow specific guidelines for posting the opportunity and provide specific information to 

employees regarding the compensation, benefits, and date that the application window is anticipated to close; and 

Make reasonable efforts to make known information regarding the candidate who is selected for the job 

opportunity. For positions with career progression, the act requires an employer to disclose and make available to 

all eligible employees the requirements for the career progression.” [Colorado General Assembly, SB23-105, 

introduced 1/31/23]  

 

Colorado House Democrats: SB23-105 Strengthened Colorado’s Equal Pay For Equal Work Act To Require 

The Colorado Department Of Labor And Employment To Investigate Alleged Wage Inequality Cases. 

“SB23-105, passed the House by a vote of 41 to 21 and would strengthen Colorado's Equal Pay for Equal Work Act 

to ensure all Colorado workers are compensated equally for their labor. Specifically, this bill would require the 

Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE) to accept and mediate complaints, provide legal resources 

concerning alleged wage inequality, and to promulgate rules to further prevent wage discrimination. Previously the 

department was only authorized to do so; this bill provides a clearer directive accompanied with the resources and 

staffing to back it up.  This bill would also require CDLE to investigate complaints or other leads concerning wage 

inequality, and to address the situation if the complaint is found to be valid as well as requiring employers to follow 

specific guidelines for job postings. SB23-105 would also extend the maximum period for which a person pursuing 

a wage discrimination complaint may receive back pay to six years, doubling what is currently allowed under state 

law. ” [Colorado House Democrats, Press Release, 5/1/23]  

 

• Colorado’s Equal Pay For Equal Work Act Authorized The Department Of Labor To Create And 

Administrate A Process To Accept Wage Discrimination Complaints. “Wage discrimination based on sex - 

complaints - civil action - exceptions to prohibitions against wage differentials - prohibited acts of employer - 

employment announcements required - enforcement - rules. The act removes the authority of the director of the 

division of labor standards and statistics in the department of labor and employment (director) to enforce wage 

discrimination complaints based on an employee's sex and instead authorizes the director to create and 

administer a process to accept and mediate complaints of, and provide legal resources concerning, alleged 

violations and to promulgate rules for this purpose. An aggrieved person may bring a civil action in district 

court to pursue remedies specified in the act.” [Colorado General Assembly, SB19-085, introduced 1/17/19]  

 

Evans Voted No On SB23-105 

 

Evans Voted No On SB23-105. According to the Colorado General Assembly House vote records, Representative 

Evans voted No on SB23-105. [Colorado General Assembly, SB23-105, House Votes, voted 5/1/23]  

 

• SB23-105 Passed With 41 Aye Votes And 21 No Votes. According to the Colorado General Assembly vote 

records, SB23-105 passed with 41 Aye votes, 21 No votes, and 3 excused votes in the House. [Colorado 

General Assembly, SB23-105, House Votes, voted 5/1/23]  

 

SB23-105 Was Signed Into Law 

 

SB23-105 Was Signed Into Law. According to Colorado General Assembly, SB23-105 was signed into law on 

June 5th, 2023. [Colorado General Assembly, SB23-105, signed act 6/5/23]  
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Evans Voted Against A Bill That Implemented Public Employees’ Workplace Protections Like The Right To 

Discuss Workplace Issues, Join An Employee Organization, And Raise Concerns Without Retaliation  

 

SB23-111 Implemented Workplace Protections For Public-Sector Employees 

 

SB23-111 Protected Public Employees From Employer Retaliation And The Right To Workplace 

Protections. “SB23-111 Public Employees’ Workplace Protection Concerning public employees’ workplace 

protection from employer retaliation, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation. The ‘National Labor 

Relations Act’ does not apply to federal, state, or local governments and the ‘Colorado Labor Peace Act’ excludes 

governmental entities, with an exception for mass transportation systems, which means that these labor laws do not 

cover most public employees. The act grants certain public employees, including individuals employed by counties, 

municipalities, fire authorities, school districts, charter schools, public colleges and universities, library districts, 

special districts, public defender’s offices, the university of Colorado hospital authority, the Denver health and 

hospital authority, the general assembly, and a board of cooperative services, the right to: Discuss or express views 

regarding public employee representation or workplace issues; Engage in protected, concerted activity for the 

purpose of mutual aid or protection; Fully participate in the political process while off duty and not in uniform, 

including speaking with members of the public employer’s governing body on terms and conditions of employment 

and any matter of public concern and engaging in other political activities in the same manner as other citizens of 

Colorado without discrimination, intimidation, or retaliation; and Organize, form, join, or assist an employee 

organization or refrain from organizing, forming, joining, or assisting an employee organization.” [Colorado 

General Assembly, SB23-11, introduced 1/31/23]  

 

• SB23-111 Provided Protections For Public Workers For Those Who Worked In Settings Like School 

Districts, Hospitals, And Courts. “Public workers in Colorado who work in settings like school districts, 

hospitals and courts could soon receive labor protections afforded to private-sector workers under a bill making 

its way through the Colorado Legislature.  Senate Bill 23-111 would give public-sector workers the right to 

discuss workplace issues, organize or join an employee organization and participate in the political process 

outside of work hours. It would protect workers who raise concerns from retaliation — such as termination, 

threats and certain disciplinary actions — from their employers. It would extend that right to employees within 

counties, municipalities, fire authorities, school districts, public colleges and universities, library districts, 

special districts, public defender’s offices, the University of Colorado hospital authority, the Denver Health and 

Hospital Authority and the General Assembly.” [Colorado Newsline, 3/1/23]  

 

• SB23-111 Gave Public Workers The Right To Discuss Workplace Issues. “Public workers in Colorado who 

work in settings like school districts, hospitals and courts could soon receive labor protections afforded to 

private-sector workers under a bill making its way through the Colorado Legislature.  Senate Bill 23-111 would 

give public-sector workers the right to discuss workplace issues, organize or join an employee organization and 

participate in the political process outside of work hours. It would protect workers who raise concerns from 

retaliation — such as termination, threats and certain disciplinary actions — from their employers. It would 

extend that right to employees within counties, municipalities, fire authorities, school districts, public colleges 

and universities, library districts, special districts, public defender’s offices, the University of Colorado hospital 

authority, the Denver Health and Hospital Authority and the General Assembly.” [Colorado Newsline, 3/1/23] 

 

• SB23-111 Gave Public Workers The Right To Organize Or Join An Employee Organization And 

Participate In The Political Process Outside Of Work Hours. “Public workers in Colorado who work in 

settings like school districts, hospitals and courts could soon receive labor protections afforded to private-sector 

workers under a bill making its way through the Colorado Legislature.  Senate Bill 23-111 would give public-

sector workers the right to discuss workplace issues, organize or join an employee organization and participate 

in the political process outside of work hours. It would protect workers who raise concerns from retaliation — 

such as termination, threats and certain disciplinary actions — from their employers. It would extend that right 

to employees within counties, municipalities, fire authorities, school districts, public colleges and universities, 

library districts, special districts, public defender’s offices, the University of Colorado hospital authority, the 

Denver Health and Hospital Authority and the General Assembly.” [Colorado Newsline, 3/1/23] 

 

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb23-111
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• SB23-111 Gave Public Workers Protected Workers Who Raised Concerns From Retaliation. “Public 

workers in Colorado who work in settings like school districts, hospitals and courts could soon receive labor 

protections afforded to private-sector workers under a bill making its way through the Colorado 

Legislature.  Senate Bill 23-111 would give public-sector workers the right to discuss workplace issues, 

organize or join an employee organization and participate in the political process outside of work hours. It 

would protect workers who raise concerns from retaliation — such as termination, threats and certain 

disciplinary actions — from their employers. It would extend that right to employees within counties, 

municipalities, fire authorities, school districts, public colleges and universities, library districts, special 

districts, public defender’s offices, the University of Colorado hospital authority, the Denver Health and 

Hospital Authority and the General Assembly.” [Colorado Newsline, 3/1/23] 

 

SB23-111 Gave Public-Sector Workers The Right To Discuss Workplace Issues, Organize Or Join An 

Employee Organization And Participate In The Political Process Outside Of Work Hours. “Public workers in 

Colorado who work in settings like school districts, hospitals and courts could soon receive labor protections 

afforded to private-sector workers under a bill making its way through the Colorado Legislature.  Senate Bill 23-

111 would give public-sector workers the right to discuss workplace issues, organize or join an employee 

organization and participate in the political process outside of work hours. It would protect workers who raise 

concerns from retaliation — such as termination, threats and certain disciplinary actions — from their 

employers.  It would extend that right to employees within counties, municipalities, fire authorities, school districts, 

public colleges and universities, library districts, special districts, public defender’s offices, the University of 

Colorado hospital authority, the Denver Health and Hospital Authority and the General Assembly.” [Colorado 

Newsline, 3/1/23]  

 

SB23-111 Gave Public-Sector Workers The Same Rights And Protections As Private-Sector Employees Had 

Under The Colorado Labor Peace Act. “Senate Bill 23-111 gives people who work in the public sectors — such 

as those within certain counties, municipalities, fire authorities, school districts, University of Colorado hospital 

authority, Denver health and hospital authority and the General Assembly — the same rights and protections that 

people in the private sector have enjoyed for decades under the Colorado Labor Peace Act.  Public employers can’t 

fire, discipline or retaliate against an employee who testifies on a bill at the Capitol, for example, or someone who 

joins a union. It does not require employers to recognize or negotiate with unions. ” [Colorado Newsline, 7/3/23]  

 

• The Colorado Labor Peace Act Established Standards Of Fair Conduct In Employment Relations And 

To Oversee Collective Bargaining Unit Elections. “The Labor Peace Act authorizes the Colorado Division of 

Labor Standards and Statistics to establish standards of fair conduct in employment relations in order to protect 

the rights of the public, the employee, and the employer and to oversee collective bargaining unit elections.” 

[Colorado Department Of Labor And Employment, Labor Relations/Unions, accessed 4/17/24]  

 

HEADLINE: “Public Workers Who Exercise Free Speech Will Be Protected Under New Colorado Law.” 

[Colorado Newsline, 7/3/23]  

 

Evans Voted Against SB23-111 

 

Evans Voted No On SB23-111. According to the Colorado General Assembly House vote records, Representative 

Evans voted No on SB23-111. [Colorado General Assembly, SB23-105, House Votes, voted 4/29/23]  

 

• SB23-111 Passed With 43 Aye Votes And 19 No Votes. According to the Colorado General Assembly vote 

records, SB23-11 passed with 43 Aye votes, 19 No votes, and 3 excused votes in the House. [Colorado General 

Assembly, SB23-105, House Votes, voted 4/29/23] 

 

SB23-111 Was Signed Into Law 

 

SB23-111 Was Signed Into Law. According to the Colorado General Assembly, SB23-111 was signed into law on 

June 6th, 2023. [Colorado General Assembly, SB23-111, signed act 6/6/23]  
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Evans Claimed He Would Not Support Harmful Cuts To Medicaid But Then Voted For 

The Largest Medicaid Cut In History   

 

April 2025: Evans Said He Opposed Medicaid Cuts “That Harm Colorado Providers Or Patients” 

 

Evans: “I Don't Support [Medicaid] Cuts That Harm Colorado Providers Or Patients.” “With Republicans 

controlling both the House and Senate, they’ve looked to make sweeping changes to the federal government. The 

effort will pivot on the budget…A key area facing potentially deep cuts is Medicaid, which is a $880 billion-a-year 

state-federal program. It's a foundational part of the health care system in the U.S., offering health coverage to 

millions, including seniors, people with disabilities, low-income Americans, pregnant women, adults, and children 

[…] Evans, in a statement in response to the letter, accused the governor of misrepresenting the facts. ‘I don't 

support cuts that harm Colorado providers or patients – I support removing waste and fraud. On Polis’ watch, 

millions in Medicaid dollars have gone to deceased individuals and illegal immigrants,’ he said.” [CPR News, 

4/25/25]  

 

Evans Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill, Which Triggered The Largest Medicaid Cut In 

History  

 

May 2025 And July 2025: Evans Voted Twice For The Big Beautiful Bill  

 

May 2025: Evans Voted For The House’s Version Of The Big Beautiful Bill 

 

May 2025: Evans Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In May 2025, Evans voted for: “Passage of 

the bill that would provide for approximately $3.8 trillion in net tax cuts and $321 billion in military, border 

enforcement and judiciary spending, offset by $1.5 trillion in spending reductions, as instructed in the fiscal 2025 

budget resolution (H Con Res 14). It would raise the statutory debt limit by $4 trillion and provide for increased 

spending on defense and border security, spending cuts on social safety net programs, such as Medicaid and the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. It also includes a mix of tax breaks for businesses and individuals; tax 

increases on universities and foundations; and a phase-down of clean energy tax credits. It would reduce spending 

on Medicaid by $625 billion over a 10-year period and modify eligibility and cost provisions for enrollees and 

health providers and impose work, volunteer and education requirements on adults ages 19 to 64 who are covered 

by the program. It would appropriate “such sums as necessary” for reducing cost-sharing payments for low-income 

individuals who’ve purchased “silver” plans on the 2010 health care law’s exchanges. But payments to plans that 

cover abortions would be mostly barred. It would extend and make permanent individual tax brackets and rates 

included in the 2017 tax overhaul law (PL 115-97) and provide for the adjustment of the lower bounds of each tier 

based on inflation. It would reduce federal spending on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program by 

requiring states to shoulder more of the cost, expand work requirements for SNAP, extend programs authorized 

under the 2018 farm bill, and prohibit the U.S. Department of Agriculture from increasing the cost of the Thrifty 

Food Program. As amended, it would cap state and local tax deductions at $40,000 for households with incomes 

below $500,000 and prohibit Medicaid funding for gender transition therapies or procedures for minors and adults, 

among other provisions.” The bill passed by a vote of 215-214. [H.R. 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25; CQ, 5/22/25] 

 

July 2025: Evans Voted For Final Passage Of The Senate Version Of The One Big Beautiful Bill  

 

July 2025: Evans Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, Evans voted for: “Motion to 

concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring individual 

and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration enforcement and air traffic 

control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to partly offset the cost. Among other 

provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and appropriate more than $448 billion in 

mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other needs, including $153 billion for defense, $89 

billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for border control and security. It also would increase the 

state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 annually for five years for households making up to $500,000 a year 

https://www.cpr.org/2025/04/25/colorado-gop-rep-gabe-evans-federal-budget-medicaid-cuts/
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll145.xml
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until 2030, when it would permanently revert to $10,000.” The motion was agreed to by a vote of 218-214. [HR 

1, Vote #190, 7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Cut Nearly $1 Trillion From Medicaid, Which Was The Largest Cut To Medicaid 

In American History 

 

The Hill: With One Big Beautiful Bill, Republicans Passed The Largest Cuts To Medicaid Since The 

Program Began In The 1960’s. “Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the 

program began in the 1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of 

uninsured Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 12 million 

lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the Congressional Budget Office 

(CBO).” [The Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

● The Hill: The Republicans’ Made About $1 Trillion In Cuts To Medicaid. “Senate Republicans on Tuesday 

passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in the 1960s, a move that would erode the social 

safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending 

bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 

trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 12 million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 

2034, according to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [The Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

The Hill: “Congress Passed The Largest Medicaid Cuts In The Program's 60-Year History Through The 

GOP’s Megabill Right Before The July 4 Holiday, A $1 Trillion Reduction Projected To Push More Than 12 

Million Low-Income Individuals Off Their Health Insurance Over The Next Decade.” “Medicaid is set to 

become a key issue in the battle over control of Congress in next year’s midterm elections now that President 

Trump’s “big, beautiful bill” has passed.  Congress passed the largest Medicaid cuts in the program’s 60-year 

history through the GOP’s megabill right before the July 4 holiday, a $1 trillion reduction projected to push more 

than 12 million low-income individuals off their health insurance over the next decade. Republicans argue the 

moves are necessary to address waste and fraud in the program, ensuring “able-bodied” adults aren’t taking 

advantage of the system.” [The Hill, 7/7/25]  

 

Less Than A Month After Voting To Gut Medicaid, Evans Introduced A Resolution Honoring The 

60th Anniversary Of Medicaid, Saying It Was “Paramount That Congress Preserve Access To” 

Medicaid And “Republicans Are Fighting To Protect Medicaid” 

 

On July 29, 2025, Evans Introduced A Resolution Honoring The 60th Anniversary Of Medicaid, Noting Its 

Importance 

 

Evans Introduced A Resolution Celebrating The 60th Anniversary Of Medicaid. “Celebrating the 60th 

anniversary of Medicaid. Whereas Medicaid was established on July 30, 1965, by the enactment of the Social 

Security Amendments of 1965; Whereas Medicaid was originally created to provide medical and health-related 

services to children, single mothers, the disabled, and individuals living below the Federal poverty line; Whereas 

Medicaid is jointly funded and administered as a partnership between the States and the Federal Government; 

Whereas Congress has a responsibility to reduce waste, fraud, and abuse in Medicaid to ensure its long term 

viability for Americans who need it the most; Whereas the One Big Beautiful Bill Act made important progress in 

rooting out waste, fraud, and abuse in Medicaid while implementing common-sense work requirements for able 

bodied working age adults living above the Federal poverty line; and Whereas, under the One Big Beautiful Bill 

Act, Medicaid spending in 2035 will be $200,000,000,000 higher than in 2025: Now, therefore, be it Resolved, 

That the House of Representatives—(1) celebrates the 60th anniversary of Medicaid; and (2) will continue to 

protect Medicaid from waste, fraud, and abuse to ensure its longevity for the most vulnerable Americans such as 

children, single mothers, the disabled, and individuals living below the Federal poverty line.” [H.Res.620, 

Introduced 7/29/25] 
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Evans Said It Was “Paramount That Congress Preserve Access To” Medicaid And “Republicans Are 

Fighting To Protect Medicaid.” “Congressman Gabe Evans, alongside Congressman Tom Kean Jr. (NJ-07) and 

Congresswoman Dr. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (IA-01), introduced a House Resolution honoring the 60th 

anniversary of Medicaid and reaffirming Congress’s commitment to preserve and strengthen the program for the 

most vulnerable Americans. ‘For 60 years, Medicaid has provided help to those in need from the disabled to 

children to seniors. It is paramount that Congress preserve access to this program for those who need it the most by 

ensuring that states and the federal government implement commonsense policies to prevent waste, fraud, and 

abuse in the system,’ said Congressman Gabe Evans. ‘Republicans are fighting to protect Medicaid with robust 

eligibility checks, $200 billion in additional funding, and sensible work requirements for able-bodied working 

adults, so the program can continue to serve Americans for years to come.’” [Congressman Gabe Evans, Press 

Release, 7/30/25] 

 

Evans’ Vote To Gut Medicaid Had Harmful Consequences For Colorado’s 8th Congressional 

District 

 

The U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee Minority Estimated Nearly 30,000 People In Colorado’s 8th 

Congressional District Would Lose Health Insurance Because Of Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful 

Bill  

 

The U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee Minority Estimated 29,262 People In Colorado’s 8th 

Congressional District Would Lose Health Insurance Because Of Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful 

Bill. [U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee Minority, September 2025] 

 

JEC: Estimated Impacts On ACA And Medicaid Coverage In CO-08 As A Result Of The One Big 

Beautiful Bill 

Estimated Number of People Losing Affordable Care Act Coverage: 6,500 

Estimated Number of People Losing Medicaid Coverage Estimated: 22,72 

Total Number of People Losing Insurance: 29,262 

[U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee Minority, September 2025] 

 

Hospitals In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Were Estimated To Lose $31,868,432 Annually In 

Medicaid Revenue Because Of Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

Hospitals In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Were Estimated To Lose $31,868,432 Annually In 

Medicaid Revenue Because Of Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill. [Third Way, 7/8/25] 

 

Third Way: Projected Revenue Cuts To Hospitals In CO-08 As A Result Of The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Hospital Address Predicted 

Revenue Cut 

Centura St. Anthony North Hospital 14300 Orchard Pkwy Westminster, CO 80023  $7,411,374 

North Suburban Medical Center 9191 Grant, Thornton, CO, 80229 $6,980,651 

Platte Valley Medical Center 1600 Prairie Center Parkway, Brighton, CO, 80601 $4,528,842 

North Colorado Medical Center 180116th Street Greeley, CO, 80631 $9,330,248 

UCHealth Greeley Hospital 6767 West 29th Street, Greeley, CO, 80634 $3,617,316 

Total: $31,868,432 

[Third Way, 7/8/25] 

 

Evans Said Affordability Was A Top Priority For Him But Supported Cost-Raising Tariffs  
 

Evans Repeatedly Said Cost Of Living And Affordability Were Top Priorities For Him And 

Pledged To Factor It Into His Decision Making In Congress  
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Evans Said Inflation And Cost Of Living Were Top Priorities Of His In Congress. “Whether it’s gas, 

groceries, or utilities, there’s no doubt everything is more expensive than it used to be. As a husband and father of 

two growing boys, tackling this problem is a top priority of mine in Congress. Lowering prices for a more realistic 

cost of living won’t happen overnight, but with the right economic policies, we will be able to see inflation come 

down, putting money back in the bank accounts of Colorado families.” [Congressman Gabe Evans, Economy, 

accessed 11/7/25] 

 

• Evans: “With The Right Economic Policies, We Will Be Able To See Inflation Come Down, Putting 

Money Back In The Bank Accounts Of Colorado Families.” “Whether it’s gas, groceries, or utilities, there’s 

no doubt everything is more expensive than it used to be. As a husband and father of two growing boys, 

tackling this problem is a top priority of mine in Congress. Lowering prices for a more realistic cost of living 

won’t happen overnight, but with the right economic policies, we will be able to see inflation come down, 

putting money back in the bank accounts of Colorado families.” [Congressman Gabe Evans, Economy, 

accessed 11/7/25] 

 

December 2024: Evans Said One Of His Top Priorities Was Improving The Cost Of Living. “U.S. Rep.-elect 

Gabe Evans will soon be the second person to represent Colorado’s competitive 8th Congressional District. The 38-

year-old Fort Lupton Republican will go to Congress after one term in the Colorado House of Representatives, 

where he served on the state’s energy and environment and judiciary committees. He spent 10 years as a police 

officer in Arvada and 12 years in the U.S. Army and Colorado Army National Guard… Evans said his top priorities 

when he gets to Washington, D.C., will be securing the border, improving the cost of living and increasing public 

safety in the 8th District.” [Colorado Newsline, 12/26/24] 

 

October 2024: Evans Said Creating An “Economy Where The Essentials Of Life Are Affordable” Would 

Factor Into His Decision Making In Congress. “And so what I found during 10 years of being a police officer is 

that left, right, moderates, the vast majority of Americans agree on the vast majority of things. We want safe 

communities to raise our family. We want an economy where the essentials of life are affordable, and we want to 

be able to protect our individual and our personal freedoms so that we can live our own version of the American 

Dream. And so those are the things that I use to make my decisions, both as a current state representative and then 

also in Congress.” [Colorado Public Radio, 10/3/24] 

 

October 2024: Evans Said He Was “Skeptical Of Tariffs Or Trade Barriers, Except When America’s 

National Security Is Jeopardized” 

 

October 2024: Evans Said He Was “Skeptical Of Tariffs Or Trade Barriers, Except When America’s 

National Security Is Jeopardized.” “Free and fair trade is important. Our district feeds the world and powers the 

world. We rely on open trade. I am skeptical of tariffs or trade barriers, except when America’s national security is 

jeopardized (e.g., when weapons are involved or trade involving a hostile actor, such as Iran, China, or Russia).” 

[Colorado Public Radio, 10/14/24] 

 

Evans Voted To Eight Times For Trump’s Reckless Tariff Policy  

 

February 2026: Evans Voted Against Terminating Trump’s Tariffs, After Voting Repeatedly To Delay A 

Vote On The Issue 

  
February 2026: Evans Voted Against Terminating The National Emergency That Imposed Tariffs On Goods 

From Canada. In February 2026, Evans voted against: “Passage of the joint resolution that would terminate the 

Feb. 1, 2025, national emergency that imposed tariffs on goods from Canada.” The bill passed by a vote of 219-

211. [H. J. Res. 72, Vote #65, 2/11/26; CQ, 2/11/26] 
  
• The House Voted To Rescind Trump’s Imposed Tariffs On Canada. “The House voted on Wednesday to 

rescind tariffs that President Trump imposed on Canada last year, delivering a largely symbolic but politically 

consequential rebuke that Republicans had fought for a year to prevent. In a 219-to-211 vote, six Republicans 
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joined nearly all Democrats in backing the resolution sponsored by Representative Gregory W. Meeks of New 

York, the top Democrat on the Foreign Affairs Committee. While the Senate has moved to cancel the 

president’s tariffs in recent months, the vote was the House’s first opportunity to formally register a position on 

Mr. Trump’s trade policy since he returned to the White House and began deploying tariffs as an economic 

strategy.” [New York Times, 2/11/26] 

 

February 2026: Evans Voted For Providing Consideration Of The Law-Enforcement Innovate To De-

Escalate Act, The Undersea Cable Protection Act, The Securing America’s Critical Minerals Supply Act, 

And Blocking Consideration Of Joint Resolutions Terminating Trump’s Tariff 

 

Evans Voted For Providing Consideration Of The Law-Enforcement Innovate To De-Escalate Act, The 

Undersea Cable Protection Act, The Securing America’s Critical Minerals Supply Act, And Blocking 

Consideration Of Joint Resolutions Terminating Trump’s Tariffs. In February 2026, Evans voted for: 

“Adoption of the rule (H Res 1042) providing for floor consideration of the Law-Enforcement Innovate to De-

Escalate Act (HR 2189), the Undersea Cable Protection Act (HR 261), and the Securing America’s Critical 

Minerals Supply Act (HR 3617). The rule would allow for up to one hour of debate on each measure. It would 

consider as adopted a substitute amendment to HR 2189 appending the text of the Innovate Less Lethal to De-

Escalate Tax Modernization Act (HR 4242), as reported by the Ways and Means Committee. It also would block 

the expedited consideration of joint resolutions terminating President Donald Trump's 2025 tariff actions under the 

Feb. 1, April 2, July 30, and Aug. 6 executive orders by providing that each day during the period from Feb. 10, 

2026 through July 31, 2026, will not constitute a calendar day under the federal law pertaining to terminating 

national emergencies.” The resolution was rejected by a vote of 214-217. [H. Res. 1042, Vote #60, 2/10/26; CQ, 

2/10/26] 
 
• The House Rejected A Republican Effort To Delay, For Months, Any Vote On Cancelling President 

Trump’s Tariffs. “The House on Tuesday rejected a Republican effort to change the chamber’s rules and 

delay for months any vote on canceling President Trump’s tariffs, as G.O.P. defectors rebuked party leaders 

who have tried for a year to avoid weighing in on levies that are unpopular with many voters.” [New York 

Times, 2/10/26] 

 

February 2026: Evans Voted For Blocking Consideration Of The Law-Enforcement Innovate To De-

Escalate Act, The Undersea Cable Protection Act, And The Securing America’s Critical Minerals Supply 

Act 

 
Evans Voted For Blocking Consideration Of The Law-Enforcement Innovate To De-Escalate Act, The 

Undersea Cable Protection Act, And The Securing America’s Critical Minerals Supply Act. In February 2026, 

Evans voted for: “Langworthy, R-N.Y., motion to order the previous question on the rule (H Res 1042) providing 

for floor consideration of the Law-Enforcement Innovate to De-Escalate Act (HR 2189), the Undersea Cable 

Protection Act (HR 261), and the Securing America's Critical Minerals Supply Act (HR 3617).” According to the 

Congressional Record, Rep. Neguse said, “Mr. Speaker, if we defeat the previous question, I will offer an 

amendment to the rule to strike section 4, which would stop an attempt by Republican leadership to block the 

House from taking up-or-down votes on President Trump’s disastrous tariff policies through the end of July.” A 

vote for the motion was a vote to block consideration of the bill. The motion was agreed to by a vote of 216-214. 

[H. Res. 1042, Vote #59, 2/10/26; CQ, 2/10/26; Congressional Record, 2/10/26] 
  

September 2025: House Republicans Voted To Block Congress From Challenging Trump’s Tariffs Through 

March 2026 

   
September 2025: Evans Voted For H Res 707, Which Extended Trump’s Tariff Authority Through March 

2026. On 9/16/25, Evans voted for H Res 707, which passed by a vote of 213-211. According to a “vote note” from 

U.S. Rep. McClintock: “H Res 707 goes beyond the prerogative of the majority to decide what bills are  taken to 

the floor.  This resolution amends existing law to extend the authority of the President to impose tariffs until March 

30.  That makes this a substantive question of policy and the responsibility of individual members to pass 
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judgment.  Under the Constitution, the power to impose tariffs is a congressional power and needs to be restored to 

Congress.” [Congress.gov, H Res 707, Vote #268, 9/16/25; U.S. Rep Tom McClintock, 9/16/25] 
  
• September 2025: Nearly Every U.S. House Republican Voted To Effectively Block Congress From 

Challenging Trump’s Tariff Authority Through March 2026. “House Republicans voted in near lockstep 

Tuesday to again cede congressional power over tariffs to President Donald Trump.  A measure that effectively 

blocks challenges to Trump’s sweeping global tariff declarations through March 2026 was adopted on a 213-

211 vote. The vote was gaveled down only after GOP whips had a drawn-out struggle on the floor with a band 

of Republicans who initially opposed the legislation before flipping to yes. The vote was held open for more 

than a half-hour as they worked to bring the members back on board.” [Politico, 9/16/25] 

 
HEADLINE: “House Again Votes To Surrender Tariff Powers To Trump” [Politico, 9/16/25] 
 

April 2025: Evans Voted To Block Congress From Challenging Trump’s Tariffs Through September 2025 

  
HEADLINE: “House GOP Leaders Move To Quash Vote On Trump’s Global Tariffs” [Politico, 4/9/25] 
  
April 2025: Evans Voted For H Res 313, Which Blocked Congress From Challenging Trump’s April 2, 2025, 

Emergency Declaration Through September 2025.  In April 2025, Evans voted for: “Adoption of the rule (H Res 

313) that would provide for floor consideration of the Senate amendment to the fiscal 2025 budget resolution (H 

Con Res 14). The rule would provide up to one hour of debate on a motion to concur in the Senate amendment to 

the measure. It also would block the expedited consideration of joint resolutions terminating President Donald 

Trump’s tariff actions under the April 2 executive order by providing that each day during the period from April 9, 

2025 through Sept. 30, 2025, will not constitute a calendar day under the federal law pertaining to terminating 

national emergencies.” The rule was adopted by a vote of 216-215. [H. Res. 313, Vote #94, 4/9/25; CQ, 4/9/25] 
  
• House Republicans Pushed A Procedural Rule That Would Curb Congress’s Power To Override 

Trump’s Tariffs. “Republicans are quietly pushing a procedural rule that would curb the power of the US 

Congress to override Donald Trump’s chaotic tariff policy. The House of Representatives’ rules committee on 

Wednesday approved a measure that would forbid the House from voting on legislation to overturn the 

president’s recently imposed taxes on foreign imports.” [The Guardian, 4/9/25] 

  

April 2025: Evans Voted For Blocking Consideration Of An Amendment Striking A Section Of The Rule 

That Would Prevent The House From Voting On Trump’s Tariffs 

 
Evans Voted For Blocking Consideration Of An Amendment Striking A Section Of The Rule That Would 

Prevent The House From Voting On Trump’s Tariffs. In April 2025, Evans voted for: “Foxx-N.C., motion to 

order the previous question (thus ending debate and possibility of amendment).” According to the Congressional 

Record, Rep. McGovern said, “Mr. Speaker, I am going to urge that we defeat the previous question. I will offer an 

amendment. My amendment will simply strike section 2 of the rule. That section, tucked in the rule by Republicans 

this morning, prevents the House from voting on Trump’s disastrous worldwide tariffs, the ones destroying the 

economy and raising prices on regular Americans.” A vote for the motion was a vote to block consideration of the 

bill. The motion was agreed to by a vote of 217-212. [H Res 313, Vote #93, 4/9/25; CQ, 4/9/25; Congressional 

Record, 4/9/25] 
  

April 2025: Evans Voted For Blocking Consideration Of A Joint Resolution To Terminate Trump’s Tariffs 

 
Evans Voted For Blocking Consideration Of A Joint Resolution To Terminate Trump’s Tariffs. In April 

2025, Evans voted for: “Foxx, R-N.C., motion to order the previous question (thus ending debate and possibility of 

amendment).” According to the Congressional Record, Rep. McGovern said, “Mr. Speaker, I ask that we defeat the 

previous question. If we do, I will offer an amendment to the rule to bring up H.J. Res. 91, a joint resolution to 

terminate the reckless tariffs that President Trump has put in place.” A vote for the motion was a vote to block 
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consideration of the bill. The motion was agreed to by a vote of 213-211. [H Res 294, Vote #91, 4/8/25; CQ, 

4/8/25; Congressional Record, 4/8/25] 
  

March 2025: House Republicans Voted To Block Congress From Challenging Trump’s Tariffs For The Rest 

Of The Year 

  
March 2025: Evans Voted For Considering The FY 2025 Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Bill, The 

Pandemic Unemployment Fraud Enforcement Act, And The Joint Resolution Disapproving Of An Internal 

Revenue Service Rule Relating To Digital Asset Sales. In March 2025, Evans voted for: “Adoption of the rule (H 

Res 211) that would provide for floor consideration of the fiscal 2025 full-year continuing appropriations bill (HR 

1968); the Pandemic Unemployment Fraud Enforcement Act (HR 1156); and the joint resolution (H J Res 25) 

providing for congressional disapproval of an Internal Revenue Service rule relating to digital asset sales. It would 

provide up to one hour of general debate on each measure. It would self-execute the Cole, R-Okla., manager’s 

amendment to HR 1968 that would make technical corrections. The rule would also block expedited consideration 

of joint resolutions to terminate national emergencies declared by President Donald Trump on Feb. 1, 2025, by 

specifying that each day for the remainder of the first session of the 119th Congress will not be considered a 

calendar day under the National Emergencies Act.” The rule was adopted by a vote of 216-214. [H Res 211, Vote 

#67, 3/11/25; CQ, 3/11/25] 
 
• New York Times: “House Republican Leaders On Tuesday Quietly Moved To Shield Their Members 

From Having To Vote On Whether To End President Trump’s Tariffs.” “House Republican leaders on 

Tuesday quietly moved to shield their members from having to vote on whether to end President Trump’s 

tariffs on Mexico, Canada and China, tucking language into a procedural measure that effectively removed 

their chamber’s ability to undo the levies. [New York Times, 3/11/25] 
 

•  Politico: “GOP Leadership Slipped Language Into A House Rule On Their Stopgap Funding Bill That 

Would Prevent Any Member Of Congress From Bringing Up A Resolution Terminating Trump’s 

Declaration Of A National Emergency.” “GOP leadership slipped language into a House rule on their 

stopgap funding bill that would prevent any member of Congress from bringing up a resolution terminating 

Trump’s declaration of a national emergency over fentanyl and undocumented immigrants entering the U.S. 

The president has used that emergency declaration to justify his tariffs on Canada, Mexico and China.” 

[Politico, 3/11/25] 

 
• Reuters: The Procedural Vote Blocked “The Ability Of Congress To Quickly Challenge Tariffs Imposed 

By President Trump That Have Rattled Financial Markets.” “The Republican-controlled U.S. House of 

Representatives voted on Tuesday to block the ability of Congress to quickly challenge tariffs imposed by 

President Donald Trump that have rattled financial markets. […] The provision was tucked into a procedural 

vote related to the Republicans' six-month stopgap funding bill.” [Reuters, 3/11/25] 

 

April 2025: Evans Defended Trump’s Tariff Policy, Saying “I'm A Big Believer In Free Trade, But Free 

Trade Has To Be Fair Trade As Well” 

 

April 2025: Evans Defended Trump’s Tariff Policy, Saying “I'm A Big Believer In Free Trade, But Free 

Trade Has To Be Fair Trade As Well.” “When asked about the painful cost of tariffs on consumers and 

agricultural producers in his district, Evans answered by defending the Trump administration’s sweeping tariffs. 

‘What we saw the President do this afternoon was implement reciprocal tariffs, which means that if they have a 

tariff on us, then we have a tariff back on them, but if they lower their tariffs or get rid of their tariffs, then we 

lower or get rid of our tariffs as well,’ he said. ‘I'm a big believer in free trade, but free trade has to be fair trade as 

well.’” [Colorado Public Radio, 4/2/25] 

 

Evans Defended Trump’s Tariff Policy As Necessary To Level The Playing Field For Other Industries, Such As 

Agriculture 
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Axios Denver: Evans Defended Trump’s Tariff Policy As Necessary To Level The Playing Field For Other 

Industries, Such As Agriculture. “The other side: Other industries could see benefits from tariffs. And Republican 

lawmakers, including U.S. Rep. Gabe Evans of Thornton, have defended them as necessary to level the playing 

field for other industries, such as agriculture.” [Axios Denver, 6/2/25] 

 

Trump’s Tariffs Were Predicted To Increase Costs For Coloradans And Trigger Higher Inflation 

 

The Estimated Effective Tariff Rate In Colorado Increased From 3% In 2024 To 21% In 2025 Under 

Trump’s Tariff Policy 

 

Colorado Governor’s Office Of State Planning And Budgeting: Estimated Effective Tariff Rate In Colorado 

Increased From 3% In 2024 To 21% In 2025 Under Trump’s Tariff Policy. “OSPB finds that increased tariffs 

will likely lead to worse economic outcomes for both the U.S. and Colorado. Under current tariffs imposed by the 

Trump administration as of August 12, 2025, the effective tariff rate in Colorado has increased sevenfold since last 

year. In 2024, the estimated effective tariff rate in Colorado was 3.0 percent, and it has now increased to 21.0 

percent following broad-based tariff implementation from the federal administration on certain nations and 

products. The U.S. estimated effective tariff rate has increased from 2.6 percent in 2024 to 20.7 percent. To 

understand how high the currently implemented tariffs are, the last time they exceeded the current effective levels 

was over a century ago in 1910. This stark change in American trade policy can be likened to an economic shock to 

global trade and will lead to American and Coloradan businesses and consumers paying more for every-day goods 

due to higher inflation.” [State of Colorado, Governor’s Office of State Planning & Budgeting, Page 4, 9/4/25]  

 

Tariffs On Durable Goods, Such As Automobiles And Household Appliances, Were Expected To Cause Up 

To $600 Million In Additional Costs To Colorado Consumers 

 

Tariffs On Durable Goods, Such As Automobiles And Household Appliances, Were Expected To Cause Up 

To $600 Million In Additional Costs To Colorado Consumers. “Durable and Nondurable Goods: The durable 

and nondurable goods sector in Colorado provides over 500,000 jobs in the state and contributes $82 billion toward 

state GDP. This sector also comprises 19 percent of total Colorado imports at $3.1 billion. One of the more acute 

impacts of tariffs are seen within durable goods as an estimated one-third of durable goods, such as automobiles 

and household appliances, are imported to the United States. OSPB estimates that the impact of tariffs on durable 

and nondurable goods in the state will result in up to $600 million in additional costs to Colorado consumers.” 

[State of Colorado, Governor’s Office of State Planning & Budgeting, Page 6, 9/4/25]  

 

Tariffs Contributed To Higher Prices For Apparel, Furniture And Other Goods Where The U.S. Is Heavily 

Reliant On Imports 

 

NPR: Tariffs Contributed To “Higher Prices For Apparel, Furniture And Other Goods Where The U.S. Is 

Heavily Reliant On Imports.” “Tariffs have already contributed to higher prices for apparel, furniture and other 

goods where the U.S. is heavily reliant on imports. Inflation has been inching up in recent months, although it's still 

nowhere near the 9% level it reached three years ago, in the wake of the pandemic and Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine. Annual inflation in September was 3%, compared to 2.3% in April when Trump first announced his 

worldwide tariffs.” [NPR, 11/5/25] 

 

Inflation Was Predicted To Increase In 2026 As A Result Of Trump’s Tariff Policy  

 

Trump’s Tariff Policy Was “Expected To Result In Re-Inflation In 2025, With Peak Year-Over-Year 

Inflation In 2026 That Is A Drag On The National And Local Economies.” “Inflation is significantly impacted 

by tariff policy, because tariffs are an additional cost imposed on goods. Tariffs have a direct cost increase on the 

specific goods that have tariffs levied against them, but tariffs can also have significant indirect or knock-on effects 

on the prices of other goods and services throughout the economy. While the 2024 Tariff Scenario would likely 

lead to the U.S. continuing on a disinflationary path to the Federal Reserve’s target of two percent, the Current and 

Escalatory Tariff Scenarios are expected to result in re-inflation in 2025, with peak year-over-year inflation in 2026 
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that is a drag on the national and local economies.” [State of Colorado, Governor’s Office of State Planning & 

Budgeting, Page 5, 9/4/25]  

 

Evans Promised To “Tackle” Reckless Spending But Voted To Add $3 Trillion To The 

National Deficit  

 

Evans Supported A Balanced Budget Amendment And Warned Of “The Always-Growing National 

Debt” 

 

September 2023: Evans Said He Would “Tackle The Tough Challenges Facing America: Reckless Spending 

And Runaway Inflation” If Elected To Congress 

 

September 2023: Evans Said He Would “Tackle The Tough Challenges Facing America: Reckless Spending 

And Runaway Inflation” If Elected To Congress. “It's an honor to join so many fellow vets in running for 

Congress in 2024. Each of us has spent our adult lives running toward danger and challenge and we will do the 

same in Congress. I look forward to working with them to bring conservative leadership, protect families, and 

tackle the tough challenges facing America: reckless spending and runaway inflation, rampant crime and 

lawlessness, and a broken Southern border.” 

 
[@GabeForColorado, X, 9/18/23] 

 

October 2024: Evans Supported A Balanced Budget Amendment 

 

October 2024: Evans Supported A Balanced Budget Amendment. “As a police officer and U.S. Army veteran, 

I've put country first for a combined total of 22 years. Putting country first means knowing your principles AND 

being able to collaborate. We can do that by passing: 1. A Balanced Budget Amendment to force negotiation and 

common ground on taxing and spending. 2. Withholding pay to members of Congress when they fail to pass a 

budget or when the government shuts down. 3. Reforming our broken budget process. Typically, government is 

funded by catch-all, “omnibus” spending packages. While I am open-minded about specifics, I believe reform must 

include ‘zero-based budgeting’. Every program should be required to justify its existence every year.” [Colorado 

Public Radio News, 10/14/24] 

 

• A Balanced Budget Amendment Would Amend To The Constitution To Require Federal Spending Not 

To Exceed Federal Receipts. “In its simplest form, a balanced budget amendment would add a budget rule to 

the Constitution that would require federal spending not to exceed federal receipts. The amendment would 

make it unconstitutional for the federal government to run annual budget deficits. Most amendment proposals 

go further than requiring a balanced budget or budget surpluses. Some of the most frequent additional elements 

are: A requirement that the President submit a balanced budget to the Congress; Provisions that allow some 

flexibility in times of war or economic recession provided that a supermajority (typically three-fifths) of the 
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members of the Congress vote in favor of a waiver; A provision requiring a supermajority vote of both houses 

of Congress in order to raise the debt ceiling; A cap on total spending (as a percentage of gross domestic 

product or GDP) unless waived by a supermajority of both houses; A limit on the total level of revenues (as a 

percentage of GDP) unless waived by a supermajority of both houses; A provision to prevent the courts from 

enforcing the amendment through tax increases; A provision assigning the Congress the responsibility to 

enforce the amendment through legislation.” [Peter G. Peterson Foundation, 11/27/18] 

 

A Balanced-Budget Amendment Threatened Americans’ Health Care And Social Security 

 

HEADLINE: Center for American Progress: “The Balanced-Budget Amendment Threatens Americans’ 

Health Care, Social Security, and Jobs.” [Center for American Progress, 4/11/18] 

 

Under A Balanced Budget Amendment, Medicare Part A Would Not Be Able To Pay For Hospitalization 

Costs, Because It Is Funded Through A Fund Of Saved Treasury Securities. “Medicare Part A — the Hospital 

Insurance trust fund — has the same structure as Social Security. That trust fund currently holds about $200 billion 

in Treasury securities, but under a balanced budget amendment, it would be unconstitutional for Medicare to draw 

down those savings to pay hospitalization costs because all federal expenditures — which includes Medicare 

payments — would have to be covered by taxes collected in the same year.” [Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities, 3/16/18] 

 

Center On Budget And Policy Priorities: Under A Balanced Budget Amendment, The Military And Federal 

Employee Civil Service Retirement Systems Would Not Be Able To Pay Retirees, Because They Are Funded 

Through Funds Of Saved Treasury Securities. “As a result, the $700 billion in Treasury securities held by the 

military retirement trust fund and the $900 billion in Treasury securities held by the civil service retirement trust 

fund would be unavailable to pay promised retirement pensions.” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 3/16/18] 

 

Center On Budget And Policy Priorities: Under A Balanced Budget Amendment, “Programs Such As Social 

Security, Medicare, National Defense, And Veterans’ Benefits Could Be Cut By An Average Of One-Fifth.” 

“Programs such as Social Security, Medicare, national defense, and veterans’ benefits could be cut by an average of 

one-fifth under a constitutional amendment before the House this week to require a balanced budget in every year. 

If policymakers chose to protect some programs from cuts, the cuts in other programs would be even deeper. If they 

protected Social Security and Medicare, for example, all other programs would be cut by two-fifths.” [Center on 

Budget and Policy Priorities, 4/11/18] 

 

Evans: “Our Country Is Spending Money We Don’t Have, Leading To Inflation And The Always-Growing 

National Debt” 

 

Evans Said “Our Country Is Spending Money We Don’t Have, Leading To Inflation And The Always-

Growing National Debt.” “As newlyweds, my wife and I lived month to month in a one-bedroom apartment with 

a monthly food budget of $100. This taught us about the importance of living within our means. Unfortunately, 

politicians on both sides have forgotten what it’s like for the government to live on a budget. Our country is 

spending money we don’t have, leading to inflation and the always-growing national debt. Reducing, and 

eventually eliminating, the budget deficit is critical to long term prosperity. We can achieve that by reducing 

spending on frivolous government projects, such as so-called Green New Deal initiatives and DEI programs.” 

[Congressman Gabe Evans, Economy, accessed 11/7/25] 

 

Evans Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill, Which Added $3.4 Trillion To The National Deficit  

 

May 2025 And July 2025: Evans Voted Twice For The One Big Beautiful Bill  

 

May 2025: Evans Voted For The House’s Version Of The One Big Beautiful Bill 
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May 2025: Evans Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In May 2025, Evans voted for: “Passage of 

the bill that would provide for approximately $3.8 trillion in net tax cuts and $321 billion in military, border 

enforcement and judiciary spending, offset by $1.5 trillion in spending reductions, as instructed in the fiscal 2025 

budget resolution (H Con Res 14). It would raise the statutory debt limit by $4 trillion and provide for increased 

spending on defense and border security, spending cuts on social safety net programs, such as Medicaid and the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. It also includes a mix of tax breaks for businesses and individuals; tax 

increases on universities and foundations; and a phase-down of clean energy tax credits. It would reduce spending 

on Medicaid by $625 billion over a 10-year period and modify eligibility and cost provisions for enrollees and 

health providers and impose work, volunteer and education requirements on adults ages 19 to 64 who are covered 

by the program. It would appropriate “such sums as necessary” for reducing cost-sharing payments for low-income 

individuals who’ve purchased “silver” plans on the 2010 health care law’s exchanges. But payments to plans that 

cover abortions would be mostly barred. It would extend and make permanent individual tax brackets and rates 

included in the 2017 tax overhaul law (PL 115-97) and provide for the adjustment of the lower bounds of each tier 

based on inflation. It would reduce federal spending on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program by 

requiring states to shoulder more of the cost, expand work requirements for SNAP, extend programs authorized 

under the 2018 farm bill, and prohibit the U.S. Department of Agriculture from increasing the cost of the Thrifty 

Food Program. As amended, it would cap state and local tax deductions at $40,000 for households with incomes 

below $500,000 and prohibit Medicaid funding for gender transition therapies or procedures for minors and adults, 

among other provisions.” The bill passed by a vote of 215-214. [H.R. 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25; CQ, 5/22/25] 

 

July 2025: Evans Voted For Final Passage Of The Senate Version Of The One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

 

July 2025: Evans Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, Evans voted for: “Motion to 

concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring individual 

and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration enforcement and air traffic 

control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to partly offset the cost. Among other 

provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and appropriate more than $448 billion in 

mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other needs, including $153 billion for defense, $89 

billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for border control and security. It also would increase the 

state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 annually for five years for households making up to $500,000 a year 

until 2030, when it would permanently revert to $10,000.” The motion was agreed to by a vote of 218-214. [HR 

1, Vote #190, 7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Increase The National Deficit By $3.4 Trillion Over The Next Decade 

 

The Congressional Budget Office Estimated That One Big Beautiful Bill Would Increase The National 

Deficit By $3.4 Trillion Over The Next Decade. “On a preliminary basis, the Congressional Budget Office and 

the staff of the Joint Committee on Taxation estimate that enacting H.R. 1, as passed by the Senate on July 1, 2025, 

would decrease deficits by $0.4 trillion, relative to the budget enforcement baseline for consideration in the Senate. 

Compared with CBO's January 2025 baseline budget projections, it would increase deficits over the 2025‑2034 

period by $3.4 trillion.” [Congressional Budget Office, 7/1/25] 

 

Evans Misrepresented His Grandfather’s Immigration Story, Falsely Claiming He 

Immigrated To The United States “The Right Way” And “The Legal Way”  

 

40.2% Of The Population In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Identified As Hispanic Or Latino 

 

40.2% Of The Population In Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Identified As Hispanic Or Latino. [U.S. 

Census Bureau, accessed 10/27/25]  

 

2024: Evans Won Election For Colorado’s 8th Congressional District By Less Than 2,500 Votes 

 

2024: Evans Won Colorado’s 8th Congressional District By 2,449 Votes. [New York Times, 11/5/25] 

https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll145.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-310725?15
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll190.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-311526?20
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61537
https://www.census.gov/mycd/?cd=08&st=08
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/11/05/us/elections/results-colorado-us-house-8.html


 

Evans Claimed Immigrants Needed To Come To The United States “The Right Way” Like His 

Grandfather Did 

 

Evans Said Immigrants Needed To “Stand In That Line And Do It The Right Way, Do It The Legal Way, So 

You Are Not Leapfrogging Over Those Folks Like My Grandfather, Who Did It The Right Way And Did It 

The Legal Way.” “’We are a nation that is ruled by law,’ Evans told moderators at a January 2024 debate, 

responding to a question about how ‘millions of people living in the U.S. illegally’ should be treated. ‘You need to 

go stand in that line and do it the right way, do it the legal way, so you are not leapfrogging over those folks like my 

grandfather, who did it the right way and did it the legal way.’” [Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

According To Public Records, Evans’ Grandfather, Cuauhtemoc Chavez, Resided Unlawfully In The United 

States For 12 Years Before He Was Arrested For An “Immigration Violation” In 1941 

 

U.S. Citizenship And Immigration Services Records Showed Evans’ Grandfather, Cuauhtemoc Chavez, 

Entered The United States Unlawfully With His Mother And Siblings In 1929. “The email announced Evans’ 

candidacy for Colorado’s toss-up 8th Congressional District, and it began with a story the Fort Lupton Republican 

has told countless times throughout his political career — the story of his grandfather, Cuauhtemoc Chavez, who 

was born in Mexico and earned U.S. citizenship through his Army service in World War II…Those records show 

that the Chavez family, and a young Cuauhtemoc in particular, were squarely on the wrong side of the ‘strong 

immigration policies’ his grandson now invokes his name to champion. A 1941 Immigration and Naturalization 

Service document, obtained through a records request with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, shows that 

Cuauhtemoc entered the country unlawfully with his mother and siblings in 1929, at the age of 5, and resided 

unlawfully in Texas for the intervening 12 years. The document, known as an alien registration form, or an AR-2, 

was prepared shortly after Cuauhtemoc, then 16 years old, was arrested for an ‘immigration violation’ in El Paso 

and ‘made the subject of deportation proceedings.’” [Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

• U.S. Citizenship And Immigration Services Records Showed Chavez Unlawfully Resided In Texas For 12 

Years. “The email announced Evans’ candidacy for Colorado’s toss-up 8th Congressional District, and it began 

with a story the Fort Lupton Republican has told countless times throughout his political career — the story of 

his grandfather, Cuauhtemoc Chavez, who was born in Mexico and earned U.S. citizenship through his Army 

service in World War II…Those records show that the Chavez family, and a young Cuauhtemoc in particular, 

were squarely on the wrong side of the ‘strong immigration policies’ his grandson now invokes his name to 

champion. A 1941 Immigration and Naturalization Service document, obtained through a records request with 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, shows that Cuauhtemoc entered the country unlawfully with his 

mother and siblings in 1929, at the age of 5, and resided unlawfully in Texas for the intervening 12 years. The 

document, known as an alien registration form, or an AR-2, was prepared shortly after Cuauhtemoc, then 16 

years old, was arrested for an ‘immigration violation’ in El Paso and ‘made the subject of deportation 

proceedings.’” [Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

• An Alien Registration Form Or An AR-2 Form Noted Chavez Was Arrested For An “Immigration 

Violation” In El Paso And “Made The Subject Of Deportation Proceedings.” “The email announced 

Evans’ candidacy for Colorado’s toss-up 8th Congressional District, and it began with a story the Fort Lupton 

Republican has told countless times throughout his political career — the story of his grandfather, Cuauhtemoc 

Chavez, who was born in Mexico and earned U.S. citizenship through his Army service in World War 

II…Those records show that the Chavez family, and a young Cuauhtemoc in particular, were squarely on the 

wrong side of the ‘strong immigration policies’ his grandson now invokes his name to champion. A 1941 

Immigration and Naturalization Service document, obtained through a records request with U.S. Citizenship 

and Immigration Services, shows that Cuauhtemoc entered the country unlawfully with his mother and siblings 

in 1929, at the age of 5, and resided unlawfully in Texas for the intervening 12 years. The document, known as 

an alien registration form, or an AR-2, was prepared shortly after Cuauhtemoc, then 16 years old, was arrested 

for an ‘immigration violation’ in El Paso and ‘made the subject of deportation proceedings.’” [Colorado 

Newsline, 7/22/25] 

https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/22/u-s-rep-gabe-evans-misrepresented-familys-immigration-history/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/22/u-s-rep-gabe-evans-misrepresented-familys-immigration-history/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/22/u-s-rep-gabe-evans-misrepresented-familys-immigration-history/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/22/u-s-rep-gabe-evans-misrepresented-familys-immigration-history/


 

• Cuauhtemoc Chavez’s Alien Registration Form From 1941, Which Noted He Entered The United States 

Unlawfully. 

 
[Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

Evans Repeatedly Misstated Details About His Grandfather’s Immigration Story 

 

Evans Said His Grandfather Immigrated From Mexico In “Search Of A Safer Place To Raise A Family And 

Chase The American Dream,” Despite Arriving When He Was Only Five Years Old   

 

June 2024: Evans Said His Grandfather Immigrated From Mexico In “Search Of A Safer Place To Raise A 

Family And Chase The American Dream.” 

https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/22/u-s-rep-gabe-evans-misrepresented-familys-immigration-history/


 
[Gabe Evans for Congress, Facebook, 6/12/24] 

 

• Evans’ Grandfather Immigrated From Mexico When He Was Five Years Old. “The email announced 

Evans’ candidacy for Colorado’s toss-up 8th Congressional District, and it began with a story the Fort Lupton 

Republican has told countless times throughout his political career — the story of his grandfather, Cuauhtemoc 

Chavez, who was born in Mexico and earned U.S. citizenship through his Army service in World War 

II…Those records show that the Chavez family, and a young Cuauhtemoc in particular, were squarely on the 

wrong side of the ‘strong immigration policies’ his grandson now invokes his name to champion. A 1941 

Immigration and Naturalization Service document, obtained through a records request with U.S. Citizenship 

and Immigration Services, shows that Cuauhtemoc entered the country unlawfully with his mother and siblings 

in 1929, at the age of 5, and resided unlawfully in Texas for the intervening 12 years. The document, known as 

an alien registration form, or an AR-2, was prepared shortly after Cuauhtemoc, then 16 years old, was arrested 

for an ‘immigration violation’ in El Paso and ‘made the subject of deportation proceedings.’” [Colorado 

Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

Evans Claimed His Grandfather Became A Citizen In 1943 While Serving In The Amry, But Immigration 

Records Indicated He Was Granted Citizenship In 1946 Under A 1944 Law That Eliminated Proof Of 

Lawful Entry As A Requirement For Naturalization 

 

2022: Evans Claimed His Grandfather Became A Citizen In 1943 While Serving In The Army, But 

Immigration Records Indicated He Was Granted Citizenship In 1946. “In a 2022 statement to Spanish-

language newspaper La Prensa de Colorado, Evans, then a first-time state House candidate, wrote that Cuauhtemoc 

had ‘acquir(ed) citizenship in 1943,’ while serving in the Army. In fact, records show that he did not apply for 

naturalization until several years later, in 1946. The discrepancy is significant because Cuauhtemoc’s naturalization 

petition indicates that he was granted citizenship under a 1944 law that eliminated proof of ‘lawful entry’ as a 

requirement for naturalization.” [Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

• Colorado Newsline: The Discrepancy In Evans’ Claim Of What Year His Grandfather Became A Citizen 

Was “Significant” Because Evans’ Grandfather Was Granted Citizenship Under A 1944 Law That 

Eliminated Proof Of Lawful Entry As A Requirement For Naturalization. “In a 2022 statement to Spanish-

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16ckPx1VNd/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/22/u-s-rep-gabe-evans-misrepresented-familys-immigration-history/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/22/u-s-rep-gabe-evans-misrepresented-familys-immigration-history/


language newspaper La Prensa de Colorado, Evans, then a first-time state House candidate, wrote that 

Cuauhtemoc had ‘acquir(ed) citizenship in 1943,’ while serving in the Army. In fact, records show that he did 

not apply for naturalization until several years later, in 1946. The discrepancy is significant because 

Cuauhtemoc’s naturalization petition indicates that he was granted citizenship under a 1944 law that eliminated 

proof of ‘lawful entry’ as a requirement for naturalization.” [Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

Evans Claimed It Took His Grandfather 13 Years To Receive U.S. Citizenship, But Immigration Records 

Indicated Evans’ Grandfather Applied Once For Citizenship In 1946 And Was Granted Citizenship The 

Same Year 

 

Evans Claimed It Took His Grandfather 13 Years To Receive U.S. Citizenship, But Immigration Records 

Showed Evans’ Grandfather Did Not Apply For Citizenship Before 1946. “Evans repeated the inaccurate 

timeline during his 2024 congressional campaign. He told the Berthoud Weekly Surveyor that it ‘took 

(Cuauhtemoc) 13 years to get his citizenship,’ likening his wait to a story he’d heard on the campaign trail of a 

Colorado resident who ‘legally pursue(d) citizenship for 17 years.’ But Cuauhtemoc affirmed twice — first on his 

1941 AR-2 form and then on his 1946 petition for citizenship — that he had not previously applied for 

naturalization.” [Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

• According To Records, Evans’ Grandfather Became A Citizen In 1946. “In a 2022 statement to Spanish-

language newspaper La Prensa de Colorado, Evans, then a first-time state House candidate, wrote that 

Cuauhtemoc had ‘acquir(ed) citizenship in 1943,’ while serving in the Army. In fact, records show that he did 

not apply for naturalization until several years later, in 1946. The discrepancy is significant because 

Cuauhtemoc’s naturalization petition indicates that he was granted citizenship under a 1944 law that eliminated 

proof of ‘lawful entry’ as a requirement for naturalization.” [Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

Jennifer Chavez, Evans’ Maternal Aunt, Said Evans’ Rhetoric Around Immigration “Would Have 

Pissed My Dad Off” 

 

Evans’ Maternal Aunt Jennifer Chavez Said Her Father (Evans’ Grandfather) Said Evans’ 

Misrepresentation Of “[My] Father In His Campaign By Portraying My Dad As Being In Support Of 

Everything That Gabe Is In Support Of — (That) Would Have Pissed My Dad Off.” “Though Cuauhtemoc 

died in 2014, his union service and the death of his nephew top the list of reasons why Jennifer Chavez, 

Cuauhtemoc’s daughter and Evans’ aunt, is certain that he would have strongly opposed Trump’s presidential 

candidacy two years later. ‘I can’t even begin to imagine what my dad would have thought of Trump — being that, 

you know, he was a coward and a deserter,’ Jennifer said in an interview, referring to Trump’s five draft deferments 

during the Vietnam War. ‘My dad would have had zero, and I mean zero, tolerance for someone like that.’ ‘When 

Gabe started to misrepresent our father in his campaign,’ she added, ‘by portraying my dad as being in support of 

everything that Gabe is in support of — (that) would have pissed my dad off.’” [Colorado Newsline, 7/31/25] 

 

Evans’ Aunt Said Evans “Barely Knew” His Grandfather And “Misrepresented” His Story To Suggest He 

Would Have Supported Trump 

 

Evans’ Aunt Said Evans “Barely Knew” His Grandfather. “When contacted by Newsline, Jennifer Chavez said 

that while she wasn’t shocked by the news that her father’s family entered the country unlawfully — ‘that was just 

the way of life back then,’ she said — their undocumented status was not common family knowledge… ‘Gabe, in 

reality, barely knew my dad,’ she said. ‘They just didn’t see each other very often. My sister (Evans’ mother) just 

didn’t click with the family anymore. … He’s trying to cultivate the Latino heritage thing, but he really didn’t know 

my father, because he rarely saw him.’” [Colorado Newsline, 7/31/25] 

 

Evans’ Aunt Said Evans “Misrepresented” His Grandfather’s Story To Suggest He Would Have Supported 

Trump. “’Gabe, in reality, barely knew my dad,’ she said. ‘They just didn’t see each other very often. My sister 

(Evans’ mother) just didn’t click with the family anymore. … He’s trying to cultivate the Latino heritage thing, but 

he really didn’t know my father, because he rarely saw him.’ Evans’ representatives didn’t respond to repeated 

https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/22/u-s-rep-gabe-evans-misrepresented-familys-immigration-history/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/22/u-s-rep-gabe-evans-misrepresented-familys-immigration-history/
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https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/31/gabe-evans-anti-immigrant-grandfather/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/31/gabe-evans-anti-immigrant-grandfather/


requests to respond to Jennifer’s characterization of his relationship with his grandfather. ‘For Gabe to portray my 

dad as being in support of someone like Trump would have gone over like a lead balloon,’ Jennifer added. ‘He 

really misrepresented who my father was.’” [Colorado Newsline, 7/31/25] 

 

Evans Supported Immigration Policies That Would Have Resulted In His Grandfather’s 

Deportation  

 

Immigration Documents Indicated Evans’ Grandfather Was Arrested For Attempted Burglary At 16 

 

Immigration Documents Indicated Evans’ Grandfather Was Arrested For Attempted Burglary At 16.  “The 

document, known as an alien registration form, or an AR-2, was prepared shortly after Cuauhtemoc, then 16 years 

old, was arrested for an ‘immigration violation’ in El Paso and ‘made the subject of deportation proceedings.’ At 

least two of Cuauhtemoc’s sisters were arrested by immigration agents on the same day, according to the nearly 

identical documents prepared for them. All three reported crossing the Santa Fe St. Bridge into El Paso on Dec. 9, 

1929. Under a field for listing their reason for traveling to the U.S., the same typewritten words appear on all three 

documents: ‘to live, illegal entry.’ Cuauhtemoc’s AR-2 form also lists a prior, undated arrest for ‘attempted 

burglary,’ placing the 16-year-old in a category of immigrants that Evans has said without exception should be 

deported. Evans was a vocal supporter of the Laken Riley Act, which was passed by Republican congressional 

majorities in January and requires federal immigration agents to prioritize the detention of any undocumented 

immigrant arrested for a ‘burglary, theft, larceny, or shoplifting offense.’” [Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 

 

Evans Said He “Strongly” Supported “Immediate Deportation For Criminals Or Freeloaders” 

 

Evans’ Op-Ed: “I Strongly Support […] Strong Immigration Policies, Including Immediate Deportation For 

Criminals Or Freeloaders.” “As a Coloradan, former Denver-area cop, grandson of an immigrant family and the 

next congressman for Colorado’s 8th Congressional District, I strongly support a secure border and strong 

immigration policies, including immediate deportation for criminals or freeloaders.” [Colorado Sun, Gabe Evans 

Op-Ed, 12/12/24] 

 

Evans Said, “We Have To Aggressively Target Those Individuals Who Are Illegally In Our Communities, 

Committing Crimes, And Those Are The Folks That We Have To Deport” 

 

Evans: “We Have To Aggressively Target Those Individuals Who Are Illegally In Our Communities, 

Committing Crimes, And Those Are The Folks That We Have To Deport.” “Such a case-by-case approach 

would be a shift from Evans’ long history of support for ‘immediate deportation for criminals.’ In recent months, as 

the share of people in ICE detention without criminal convictions has risen sharply, he has repeatedly defended the 

detention of anyone ‘arrested and charged with a crime.’ ‘We have to aggressively target those individuals who are 

illegally in our communities, committing crimes, and those are the folks that we have to deport,’ he said in an 

October 2024 debate. ‘I’ve never wavered from that.’” [Colorado Newsline, 7/31/25] 

 

Evans Supported The Laken Riley Act, Which Allowed For The Detention Of Undocumented Immigrants 

Arrested For A Burglary, Theft, Larceny, Or Shoplifting Offense  

 

Colorado Newsline: Evans Was A “Vocal Supporter” Of The Laken Riley Act, Which Required Immigration 

Agents To Prioritize The Detention Of Any Undocumented Immigrant Arrested For A Burglary, Theft, 

Larceny, Or Shoplifting Offense. “Cuauhtemoc’s AR-2 form also lists a prior, undated arrest for ‘attempted 

burglary,’ placing the 16-year-old in a category of immigrants that Evans has said without exception should be 

deported. Evans was a vocal supporter of the Laken Riley Act, which was passed by Republican congressional 

majorities in January and requires federal immigration agents to prioritize the detention of any undocumented 

immigrant arrested for a ‘burglary, theft, larceny, or shoplifting offense.’” [Colorado Newsline, 7/22/25] 
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Evans Claimed His Mother “Thought The Best Life Had To Offer Was A Dirt Floor Hut In 

Juarez, Mexico” Even Though She Was Born In The United States And Grew Up In El 

Paso, Texas  

 

Evans Claimed His Mother, Rebecca Chavez, “Thought The Best Life Had To Offer Was A Dirt 

Floor Hut In Juarez, Mexico” At Least 10 Times  

 

In A Fundraising Email, Evans Claimed His Mother, Rebecca Chavez, “Thought The Best Life Had To 

Offer Was A Dirt Floor Hut In Juarez, Mexico.”  “Colorado Congressman Gabe Evans’ mom was born in the 

United States. Yet, throughout his election campaign and after he entered Congress, Evans repeatedly stated that his 

mother believed she’d spend her entire life in a ‘hut’ with a ‘dirt floor’ in Mexico. Evans is careful to say that his 

mother, Rebecca Chavez, ‘thought’ she’d pass her life in Mexico, not that she actually did or that she was born 

there. His mom ‘thought the best life had to offer was a dirt floor hut in Juarez, Mexico,’ he stated in a May 6 email 

titled, ‘A Dirt Floor.’” [Colorado Times Recorder, 8/26/25] 

 

• The Colorado Times Recorder Concluded Evans Used The Dirt Floor Story In At Least Ten Interviews 

And Emails. “The Colorado Times Recorder corroborated key elements of Jennifer Chavez’s story and found 

that Evans or his campaign delivered versions of the carefully constructed dirt-floor line in at least 10 

interviews or emails, including in the September 10, 2023, email that launched his campaign (and was reported 

by Newsline).” [Colorado Times Recorder, 8/26/25] 

 

September 2023: An Evans’ Fundraising Email Claimed His Mother “Thought She Would Spend Her Whole 

Life In A One-Room Hut With A Dirt Floor In Juarez, Mexico.” “My mom, Rebecca Chavez, thought she 

would spend her whole life in a one-room hut with a dirt floor in Juarez, Mexico– but faith, hard work, and 

American opportunity allowed her to earn a prestigious job as a flight attendant during the glamorous peak of air 

travel in the 70s and 80s.” 

 
[Elect Gabe Evans via PoliticalEmails.org, 9/10/23] 

 

August 2024: An Evans’ Fundraising Email Claimed Evans’ Mother “Thought She Would Spend Her Whole 

Life In A One-Room Hut With A Dirt Floor In Juarez, Mexico.” 

https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2025/08/rotten-american-dream-story-evans-says-his-american-mom-thought-shed-spend-her-life-in-a-hut-in-mexico/71772/
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2025/08/rotten-american-dream-story-evans-says-his-american-mom-thought-shed-spend-her-life-in-a-hut-in-mexico/71772/
https://politicalemails.org/messages/1166409


 
[Elect Gabe Evans via PoliticalEmails.org, 8/13/24] 

 

April 2025: An Evans’ Fundraising Email Claimed Evans’ Mom “Thought The Best Life Had To Offer Was 

A One-Room Hut With A Dirt Floor In Juarez, Mexico.” “When my mom was little, she thought the best life 

had to offer was a one-room hut with a dirt floor in Juarez, Mexico. But because her family immigrated to the U.S., 

everything changed.  My mom’s pursuit of the American Dream catapulted me in a direction she would have never 

thought possible for anyone in her family. My name is Gabe Evans. I flew Black Hawk helicopters as a U.S. Army 

officer in the Middle East, then served as a police lieutenant in Colorado. After more than 20 years in public 

service, I decided to run for Congress — to take a stand against the socialist Left.” 

 
[Elect Gabe Evans via PoliticalEmails.org, 4/29/25] 

 

Evans Said His Mother’s Story Of Achieving The American Dream Despite Thinking “She Was Going To 

Grow Up In A Dirt Floor Hut In Juarez” Resonated “With Hispanics [And] With Most Folks In The 8th 

Congressional District” 

 

Evans Said His Mother’s Story Of Achieving The American Dream Despite Thinking “She Was Going To 

Grow Up In A Dirt Floor Hut In Juarez” Resonated “With Hispanics [And] With Most Folks In The 8th 

Congressional District.” “In another example from last year’s campaign, Evans told the Hispanic Patriots podcast, 

which is hosted by a GOP activist, who’s Latino, ‘I can have those conversations and I can say, look, I want to fix 

that because my story is your story.’ ‘I didn’t grow up rich. My mom’s first generation American, she thought she 

was going to grow up in a dirt floor hut in Juarez, across the river from El Paso. But because of the American 

dream, she was able to move up in the world. … She was able to pass on that generational wealth and that 

American dream to me. That story resonates with Hispanics, with non-Hispanics. That resonates with most folks in 

the 8th Congressional District, because it is the story of the American Dream. That’s what I want to preserve and 

protect for them.’” [Colorado Times Recorder, 8/26/25] 

https://politicalemails.org/messages/1520358
https://politicalemails.org/messages/1804783
https://coloradotimesrecorder.com/2025/08/rotten-american-dream-story-evans-says-his-american-mom-thought-shed-spend-her-life-in-a-hut-in-mexico/71772/


 

Evans’ Maternal Aunt Said The Claim Was “Just Totally Delusional” And Noted They Were 

Raised In El Paso, Texas 

 

Jennifer Chavez, Evans’ Maternal Aunt, Said Evans’ Claim Was “Just Totally Delusional.” “‘I don’t have 

any idea where that came from,’ said Jennifer Chavez, who is Evans’ mother’s sister (2 years younger). ‘You know, 

we may have crossed the bridge to go over there for, you know, a shopping day or something. I remember going 

over there to get haircuts, but that was like a day excursion. I mean, it was an effort to go over there.’ ‘It’s just 

totally delusional, because, I mean, that’s just such a stretch,’ said Chavez.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 8/26/25] 

 

• Jennifer Chavez Said She And Evans’ Mother Were Raised In A Middle-Class Neighborhood In El Paso 

And Attended A Predominantly White High School.  “Newsline quoted Jennifer Chavez as saying she and 

Evans’ mother, ‘were raised in a middle-class neighborhood in El Paso. We went to Eastwood High School, 

which was predominantly Caucasian.’” [Colorado Times Recorder, 8/26/25] 

 

Evans’ Mother Was Born In The United States And Raised In El Paso, Texas 

 

Evans’ Mother Was Born In The United States. “Colorado Congressman Gabe Evans’ mom was born in the 

United States. Yet, throughout his election campaign and after he entered Congress, Evans repeatedly stated that his 

mother believed she’d spend her entire life in a ‘hut’ with a ‘dirt floor’ in Mexico.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 

8/26/25] 

 

Jennifer Chavez Said She And Evans’ Mother Were Raised In A Middle-Class Neighborhood In El Paso 

And Attended A Predominantly White High School.  “Newsline quoted Jennifer Chavez as saying she and 

Evans’ mother, ‘were raised in a middle-class neighborhood in El Paso. We went to Eastwood High School, which 

was predominantly Caucasian.’” [Colorado Times Recorder, 8/26/25] 

 

Evans’ Maternal Aunt Said The Story Was “A Fabrication Made Up, In My Opinion, Purposely To 

Play On The Emotions Of The Hispanic Voters In His District” 

 

Jennifer Chavez Said The Story Was “A Fabrication Made Up, In My Opinion, Purposely To Play On The 

Emotions Of The Hispanic Voters In His District.” “Jennifer Chavez is two years younger than her sister 

Rebecca. Does Jennifer Chavez think the two-year age difference could explain why her older sister had thoughts 

about life in Mexico and she didn’t, perhaps something that she doesn’t remember because it occurred when her 

older sister was, say, 4 years old and she was 2? ‘It is a fabrication made up, in my opinion, purposely to play on 

the emotions of the Hispanic voters in his district,’ said Chavez when presented with the theory that her sister might 

have had an earlier memory than hers.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 8/26/25] 

 

Headline: “Rotten American Dream Story? Evans Says His American Mom ‘Thought’ She’d Spend Her Life 

In A Hut in Mexico.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 8/26/25] 

 

Evans Inflated His Rancher Credentials, Possibly In An Attempt To Appeal To Voters In 

One Of Colorado’s Largest Agricultural Districts 

 

Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Ranked Second In The State For Livestock, Poultry, And 

Products Sales, With Weld County, CO, Being A Top Agricultural County In The United States 

 

Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Ranked Second In The State For Livestock, Poultry, And Products 

Sales. [USDA, 2022 Census of Agriculture, accessed 10/30/25] 

 

• 2022 Census Of Agriculture: Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Reported $1,171,516,000 In 

Livestock, Poultry, And Products Sales. [USDA, 2022 Census of Agriculture, accessed 10/30/25] 
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Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Ranked 21 Out Of 390 Cattle And Calves Producing Congressional 

Districts. [USDA, 2022 Census of Agriculture, accessed 10/30/25] 

 

• 2022 Census Of Agriculture: Colorado’s 8th Congressional District Reported $768,442,000 Cattle And 

Calves Products Sales. [USDA, 2022 Census of Agriculture, accessed 10/30/25] 

 

Weld County Was One Of The Top 10 Agricultural Counties In The Nation. “Colorado’s 8th Congressional 

District is a hub for agriculture. Weld County leads the state in agricultural production and is one of the top 10 

agricultural counties in the nation. Both Weld and Adams counties are the heart of food processing and 

transportation in Colorado. Adams County makes 1/3 of Colorado’s gasoline, half the diesel, 1/3 of the jet fuel at 

Denver International Airport, and 90% of the asphalt for the state. Production in our district helps keep the rest of 

Colorado fed and moving.” [Congressman Gabe Evans, Agriculture and Production, accessed 10/27/25] 

 

Evans Said He Knew “The Challenges Farmers Face” As “Someone Who Operates A Small Family 

Farm” 

 

Evans Said He Knew “The Challenges Farmers Face” As “Someone Who Operates A Small Family Farm.” 

“Happy #AgricultureWeek, Colorado! #CO08 powers the world and feeds the world. Weld County is Colorado's 

top agriculture-generating county! As someone who operates a small family farm, I know the challenges farmers 

face. And Joe Biden and his allies in Congress, such as Yadira Caraveo, are making farming and ranching more and 

more difficult with their punitive regulations. In Congress, I'll stand up for Colorado farmers! @ColoFarmBureau.”  

 
[Gabe for Colorado, Twitter, 3/19/24] 

 

Evans Described Himself As The Operator Of A Family Farm And A “Beef Producer” 

 

Evans Said He Owned And Operated A Family Farm. “Gabe also spent over ten years as an Arvada police 

officer, where he witnessed, first-hand, the consequences of Colorado Democrats’ soft-on-crime policies. Gabe and 

his wife own and operate a family farm in southern Weld County. As parents of two boys (Bruce and Sammy), they 

are heavily involved with homeschooling and educational choice. In his free time, Gabe teaches a concealed carry 

class in Colorado’s 8th Congressional District.” [Elect Gabe Evans, Meet Gabe, accessed 10/16/25]  

 

• Evans Campaign Website: “Gabe And His Wife Own And Operate A Family Farm In Southern Weld 

County.” “Gabe also spent over ten years as an Arvada police officer, where he witnessed, first-hand, the 

consequences of Colorado Democrats’ soft-on-crime policies. Gabe and his wife own and operate a family farm 

in southern Weld County. As parents of two boys (Bruce and Sammy), they are heavily involved with 
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homeschooling and educational choice. In his free time, Gabe teaches a concealed carry class in Colorado’s 8th 

Congressional District.” [Elect Gabe Evans, Meet Gabe, accessed 12/19/25]  

 

During A 2024 Congressional Debate, Evans Said “I’m A Beef Producer [...] I Actually Contribute To The 

Food Supply By Producing Pasture-Raised, Grass-Fed Beef.” “Evans continued dropping references to his 

cattle in his congressional race last year against incumbent Democrat Yadira Caraveo — with his campaign 

offering rancher shots of the candidate. During a debate against Caraveo, for example, CBS4’s Shaun Boyd asked if 

enough is being done to keep food safe in the U.S., and Evans replied, ‘I’m a beef producer. I actually contribute to 

the food supply by producing pasture-raised, grass-fed beef. I take it to a USDA-inspected facility.’” [Colorado 

Times Recorder, 6/10/25] 

 

• Evans Said He Took The Beef He Produced To “USDA-Inspected Facility.” “Evans continued dropping 

references to his cattle in his congressional race last year against incumbent Democrat Yadira Caraveo — with 

his campaign offering rancher shots of the candidate. During a debate against Caraveo, for example, CBS4’s 

Shaun Boyd asked if enough is being done to keep food safe in the U.S., and Evans replied, ‘I’m a beef 

producer. I actually contribute to the food supply by producing pasture-raised, grass-fed beef. I take it to a 

USDA-inspected facility.’” [Colorado Times Recorder, 6/10/25] 

 

• Gabe Evans: “As A Beef Producer Myself, I Have The Backs Of Our Farmers And Ranchers Who Are 

Feeding The World.” “My wife and I own and operate a family farm in southern Weld County, playing just a 

small part in Colorado’s $47 billion agriculture sector. As a beef producer myself, I have the backs of our 

farmers and ranchers who are feeding the world.  Colorado’s 8th Congressional District is a hub for agriculture. 

Weld County leads the state in agricultural production and is one of the top 10 agricultural counties in the 

nation. Both Weld and Adams counties are the heart of food processing and transportation in Colorado. Adams 

County makes 1/3 of Colorado’s gasoline, half the diesel, 1/3 of the jet fuel at Denver International Airport, and 

90% of the asphalt for the state. Production in our district helps keep the rest of Colorado fed and moving. I am 

proud to support policies in Congress that empower Colorado’s farmers and agriculture industry.” 

[Congressman Gabe Evans, Agriculture and Production, accessed 12/19/25] 

 

Evans’ Home In Weld County Received An Agricultural Tax Designation   

 

Evans’ Property In Weld County Was Designated As Agricultural, Which Entitled Him To “Ongoing Tax 

Breaks.” Evans’ property in Weld County is designated as ‘agricultural,’ which entitles the congressman ongoing 

tax breaks. Experts say the key to the agricultural designation — as a farm or ranch — is to show monetary profit, 

and there are a variety of ways, under Colorado’s rules, that an assessor can conclude that a parcel of land should be 

considered agricultural and receive the resultant tax breaks.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 6/10/25] 

 

Since 2023, The Tax Savings Evans Received From His Property’s Agricultural Tax Designation 

Were Reportedly Almost Double The Income He Reported From Ranching And Beef Production 

 

Evans’ Home In Weld County Received An Agricultural Tax Designation, Which Entitled Him To “Ongoing 

Tax Breaks” 

 

Evans’ Property In Weld County Was Designated As Agricultural, Which Entitled Him To “Ongoing Tax 

Breaks.” “Evans’ property in Weld County is designated as ‘agricultural,’ which entitles the congressman ongoing 

tax breaks. Experts say the key to the agricultural designation — as a farm or ranch — is to show monetary profit, 

and there are a variety of ways, under Colorado’s rules, that an assessor can conclude that a parcel of land should be 

considered agricultural and receive the resultant tax breaks.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 6/10/25] 

 

2023-2025: Evans Saved An Estimated $3,000 From Agricultural Tax Breaks On His Property 

 

The Agricultural Designation On Evans’ Property Saved Him About $1,000 A Year On Property Taxes. “If it 

weren’t designated as agricultural, Evans’ approximately 17 acres of land would be valued at between $18,000 and 
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$20,000 per acre, said Dones, making the market value of Evans’ land $306,000 to $340,000. This range would be 

multiplied by the residential tax rate of 6.15% to get a range for the basis of Evans’ tax if his land were not 

agricultural. That works out to $18,686 – $20,910. ‘So instead of [the local assessed value] being just over $2,000, 

it would be $20,000,’ said Dones, who then multiplied the amount by the local mill levy to conclude that Evans 

would pay ‘about $1,000 more in tax, and that was all rough rounding.’ Evans paid $1,413.06 in tax on his property 

in 2025, according to county records, so the increase could raise his taxes to around $2,400. Thanks to the 

agricultural designation of his land, he’s saved thousands in taxes since he bought the property in 2018.” [Colorado 

Times Recorder, 9/4/25] 

 

• The Agricultural Designation On Evans’ Property Lowered The Local Tax Assessed Value Of The Land 

From An Estimated $20,000 To An Estimated $2,000. “If it weren’t designated as agricultural, Evans’ 

approximately 17 acres of land would be valued at between $18,000 and $20,000 per acre, said Dones, making 

the market value of Evans’ land $306,000 to $340,000. This range would be multiplied by the residential tax 

rate of 6.15% to get a range for the basis of Evans’ tax if his land were not agricultural. That works out to 

$18,686 – $20,910. ‘So instead of [the local assessed value] being just over $2,000, it would be $20,000,’ said 

Dones, who then multiplied the amount by the local mill levy to conclude that Evans would pay ‘about $1,000 

more in tax, and that was all rough rounding. ’Evans paid $1,413.06 in tax on his property in 2025, according to 

county records, so the increase could raise his taxes to around $2,400. Thanks to the agricultural designation of 

his land, he’s saved thousands in taxes since he bought the property in 2018.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 

9/4/25] 

 

Evans Purchased The Property At 14410 County Road 10 Fort Lupton, Co, In October 2018. [Weld County 

Recorder, accessed 11/4/25] 

 

Since 2023, Evans Reported Less Than $2,100 In Income From “Farm Profits”  

 

Evans Reported On Federal Personal Financial Disclosures That He Earned $345 In Farm Profits In 2025 

 

2025: Evans Reported On Federal Personal Financial Disclosures That He Earned $345 In Farm Profits. 

[Clerk of the US House of Representatives, 5/13/26] 

 

Evans Reported On Federal Personal Financial Disclosures That He Earned $1,709 In Farm Profits In 2024 

 

2024: Evans Reported On Federal Personal Financial Disclosures That He Earned $1,709 In Farm Profits. 

[Clerk of the US House of Representatives, 5/13/25] 

 

• On Two Of His Three Federal Personal Financial Disclosures, Evans Did Not Report An Income Related 

To Farm Profits. “Evans’ first two federal financial disclosure forms, filed as a congressional candidate in 

2023 and 2024, list no income whatsoever from ranching or farming. His most recent form, filed last week and 

not yet available to the public, discloses $1,100, according to his office.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 6/10/25] 

 

In 2023, Evans Likely Earned Less Than $200 In Farm Profits Based On Federal Personal Financial 

Disclosures 

 

In 2023, Evans Did Not Report At Any Farm Profits On His Federal Personal Financial Disclosure. “Evans’ 

first two federal financial disclosure forms, filed as a congressional candidate in 2023 and 2024, list no income 

whatsoever from ranching or farming. His most recent form, filed last week and not yet available to the public, 

discloses $1,100, according to his office.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 6/10/25] 

 

• Evans Was Required To Disclose Income Totaling $200 Or More From One Source In A Calendar Year. 

“Earned” income refers to compensation derived from employment or personal efforts.  Such income earned by 

the filer must be disclosed when it totals $200 or more from any one source in a calendar year.  The source, 

type, and exact dollar amount of the reporting individual’s earnings must be stated.” [U.S. House of 

Representatives, Committee on Ethics, accessed 12/19/25] 
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• In 2023, Evans Reported On State Financial Disclosures That He Earned Less Than $5,000 Annually 

From His Farm Business. “In public filings, he’s disclosed income from selling agricultural products over the 

years, and heavily redacted Livestock Inspection certificates confirm that he sold or gave away an unknown 

number of cattle in Colorado. In 2023, when he was in the Colorado Legislature, he disclosed that he earned 

‘less than $5,000 annually’ from his ‘farm business.’ In 2021 and 2022, his reports to the Legislature state that 

he made an unspecified income from the ‘sale of home-grown beef/ag products.’ (He’s also been quoted as 

saying he planted an orchard and grows fruit.)” [Colorado Times Recorder, 6/10/25] 

 

In 2025, Evans Said He Had “To Build A Fence For The Cows This Summer” Despite Reportedly 

Not Having Cattle On His Property 

 

In An Interview With El Commercio, Evans Said He “Have To Build A Fence For The Cows This 

Summer.” “Asked by El Commercio last month what ‘household task’ awaits him during his ‘summer break,’ U.S. 

Rep. Gabe Evans (R-CO) replied, ‘I have to build a fence for the cows this summer.’” [Colorado Times 

Recorder, 9/4/25] 

  

• Colorado Times Recorder: It Was “Strange” Evans Said He Planned To Build A Fence For Cows 

Because Evans “Currently Has No Cattle On The Property.” “It’s a strange comment because Evans 

currently has no cattle on the property, having removed his three Longhorns from his land and put them under 

the care of a neighbor, who’s said he’ll give them back to Evans someday. Evans’ office declined an offer to 

explain the comment about building a fence, including whether he’d finished it, why he’s building it, and when 

he plans to put any cattle back on his land, if ever.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 9/4/25] 

  

Evans Previously Removed His Three Longhorn Cows From His Property And Allegedly Put Them In The 

Care Of A Neighbor. “It’s a strange comment because Evans currently has no cattle on the property, 

 

Following His Election To Congress, Evans Boarded A Cow, Heifer, And A Young Bull Calf At Cwm Ceffyl 

Ranch 

  

After His Election To Congress, Evans Boarded Three Animals At Cwm Ceffyl Ranch. “After Evans was 

elected to Congress, he put his cattle under the care of Chuck Hughes, who runs Cwm Ceffyl Ranch. ‘Gabe, keep 

up the good work and don’t let the constant mud the lefties throw at you be discouraging,” Hughes wrote to Evans 

on Facebook. ‘Here’s a peaceful scene of your cattle. I am enjoying them. They’re doing well.’ Reached by phone, 

Hughes said he’s ‘boarding’ three animals for Evans — a cow, heifer, and a young bull calf. ‘I’m happy to help him 

out,’ he said. He’ll give the longhorns back to Evans when he returns to Colorado or ‘whenever he might want 

them,’ but Hughes hopes Evans shakes up Washington while he’s there.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 6/10/25] 

  

• Chuck Hughes, Who Ran Cwm Ceffyl Ranch, Said He Would Return The Longhorns To Evans 

“Whenever He Might Want Them.” “After Evans was elected to Congress, he put his cattle under the care of 

Chuck Hughes, who runs Cwm Ceffyl Ranch. ‘Gabe, keep up the good work and don’t let the constant mud the 

lefties throw at you be discouraging,” Hughes wrote to Evans on Facebook. ‘Here’s a peaceful scene of your 

cattle. I am enjoying them. They’re doing well.’ Reached by phone, Hughes said he’s ‘boarding’ three animals 

for Evans — a cow, heifer, and a young bull calf. ‘I’m happy to help him out,’ he said. He’ll give the longhorns 

back to Evans when he returns to Colorado or ‘whenever he might want them,’ but Hughes hopes Evans shakes 

up Washington while he’s there.” [Colorado Times Recorder, 6/10/25] 
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