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Overview Backup 
 

Don Davis is deeply rooted in Eastern North Carolina and understands the needs of rural and farm 

communities. Laurie Buckhout is not from here, she dropped in from Washington, D.C. just to run for 

Congress and will put the interests of the rich and corporate interests over rural families. 

 

Don Davis Is Deeply Rooted In Eastern North Carolina And Understands The 

Needs Of Rural And Farm Communities. 

 

Davis Was Born And Raised In Snow Hill In Eastern North Carolina 

 

Davis Was Born And Raised In Snow Hill, North Carolina. “Born and raised in Snow Hill, Don grew 

up cropping tobacco in order to have enough money to pay for clothes and school supplies. Through hard 

work, he earned his way into the U.S Air Force Academy and served as a commissioned officer for eight 

years in the U.S Air Force. As a first lieutenant he coordinated Air Force One and congressional 

delegation operations at Andrews Air Force Base and supported military families as a mortuary officer. 

He earned the rank of captain.” [Don Davis Campaign Website, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Snow Hill, NC Was A Small Town In Rural Eastern North Carolina. “Today, Snow Hill serves as the 

seat of government for Greene County. A town that has a modest population of approximately 1,500 

individuals, Snow Hill is a rural town with modern conveniences in the middle of four large mid-sized 

cities. Kinston is to the southeast of Snow Hill which serves as a major industrial area with the Global 

Transpark.” [Carolana.com, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Davis Cropped Tobacco In His Youth And Attended The United States Air Force Academy 

 

Davis Grew Up Cropping Tobacco In Eastern North Carolina To Pay For Basic Necessities. “Born 

and raised in Snow Hill, Don grew up cropping tobacco in order to have enough money to pay for clothes 

and school supplies. Through hard work, he earned his way into the U.S Air Force Academy and served 

as a commissioned officer for eight years in the U.S Air Force. As a first lieutenant he coordinated Air 

Force One and congressional delegation operations at Andrews Air Force Base and supported military 

families as a mortuary officer. He earned the rank of captain.” [Don Davis Campaign Website, accessed 

8/5/26] 

 

Laurie Buckhout Is Not From Here, She Dropped In From Washington, D.C. Just 

To Run For Congress  

 

After Losing To Rep. Don Davis In 2024, Buckhout Went Back To D.C. Only To Come 

Back To North Carolina Again After The 1st Congressional District Was Even More 

Gerrymandered To Be Favorable To Republicans 

 

Davis Defeated Buckhout By Outperforming Kamala Harris Even After Republicans Redistricted 

To Make NC-01 More Republican  

 

2024: Davis Defeated Buckhout 49.5% To 47.9% Even After Republicans Redrew NC-01 To Make 

It Harder For Davis To Win Reelection. “The state Board of Elections reports that all 281 precincts in 

the district have submitted their tallies, and that Davis enjoys a lead of 5,826 votes (49.46% to 47.90%). 

https://www.votedondavis.com/about
https://www.carolana.com/NC/Towns/Snow_Hill_NC.html
https://www.votedondavis.com/about
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Libertarian Tom Bailey received 2.63%. The Associated Press only called the race on Thursday. Davis 

claimed victory in the wee hours of the morning. WRAL.com reported that Davis told supporters in Snow 

Hill shortly after midnight that he had won the race, saying, ‘We did it!’ Buckhout initially declined to 

concede and indicated she was exploring the possibility of seeking a recount, but ultimately abandoned 

that idea. The outcome of the race could be critical to control of the House, where Republicans have held 

a slim majority for the past two years. The Republican-led state legislature changed district lines in 2023 

to make the district harder for a Democrat to win by removing Greenville from the district and adding 

several Republican counties.” [NC Newsline, 11/6/26] 

 

• Trump Simultaneously Carried NC-01 By More Than 3 Points. “North Carolina Republicans 

have dramatically gerrymandered the state—10 of the swing state’s 14 congressmen are set to be 

Republican. But there’s still one competitive district, North Carolina’s 1st. The district covers the 

northeast part of the state, which is 40 percent Black, with a lower-than-average income. It stretches 

from the beaches of the Outer Banks to the historically black campus of Elizabeth City State College 

to the busy streets of Rocky Mount. Trump won it by approximately 3 to 4 percentage points. But 

Representative Don Davis, a freshman Democrat, won re-election anyway. Winning in a Trump-

voting district is no small feat, and Davis’s success contains lessons for all Democrats as they think 

about rebuilding the party image.” [Washington Monthly, 12/11/24] 

 

Buckhout Left North Carolina For Washington, D.C. After Losing In 2024 

 

VIDEO: Buckhout Said She Was Offered A Job In The Trump Administration After The 2024 

Election Because She Was “Very Loyal” To President Trump. HOST: “Circling back logic to your 

statement about being in the Trump administration and in real life, you know, that's awesome. Can you 

tell me how long you were in the administration and what your role was there?” BUCKHOUT: “Oh, 

yeah. I was in the administration for about eight months. I got a call after I got a call around January 

2025, after the 2024 election, and the presidential personnel office reached out to me and said, Look, you 

work so hard and you really proved yourself to be a rock solid conservative and very loyal to, of course, 

President Trump and, you know, America. And we'd love to have you in the administration. So they 

offered me some jobs. I ended up taking a cyber job in the Pentagon. And we're just so honored to do it. 

Had a great time. It was tremendous. And what it was doing was getting our cyber forces ready to both 

defend America and to take the fight to our enemies overseas as needed. So I was incredibly honored and 

thrilled to have that job. It was great.” [New Bern Live, 0:00, 2/26/26] (VIDEO) 

 

April 2025: Buckhout Was Appointed Deputy Assistant Secretary Of Defense For Cyber Policy. 

“The Department of Defense (DoD) has named U.S. Army veteran Laurie Buckhout as the new deputy 

assistant secretary of defense for cyber policy. In her new role, which began March 17, Buckhout 

oversees establishment of DoD’s cyberspace policy and strategy, leads the department’s cyberspace 

activities, and manages related relationships across the Federal government, domestic stakeholders, and 

international allies. Buckhout, a retired Army colonel, brings extensive military and industry experience 

to the role. During her 26 years with the military, she commanded a battalion-level task force during the 

initial attack into Iraq in 2003 and later continued her work for the Federal government during a stint as a 

special government employee with the Department of Commerce.” [MeriTalk, 4/2/25] 

 

Buckhout Admitted The NC GOP’s 2025 Redistricting Piqued Her Interest To Run For NC-01 

Again 

 

North Carolina Republicans Redrew NC-01 To Be More Republican, Shifting It From A Seat 

Trump Won By 3 Points To A Seat He Carried By 12 Points. “North Carolina Republicans have 

completed their mid-decade redraw of the state’s congressional map, placing a Democrat-held seat in the 

https://ncnewsline.com/2024/11/06/davis-claims-win-in-ncs-first-u-s-house-district-buckhout-refuses-to-concede/
https://washingtonmonthly.com/2024/12/11/north-carolinas-democrat-in-a-trump-district/#:~:text=Geothermal%3A%20Clean%20Energy%20for%20People,himself%20from%20the%20national%20brand.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhJZ87K-_Xc
https://www.meritalk.com/articles/dod-taps-laurie-buckhout-for-cyber-policy-role/
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state’s northeastern corner in jeopardy. The GOP-led state House gave final approval to the new lines on 

Wednesday, a day after Republican state senators backed the revised map, under which the GOP would 

be favored to win 11 of the state’s 14 congressional seats — up one from the current map. Democratic 

Gov. Josh Stein doesn’t have the power to veto congressional and legislative lines in the Tar Heel State.  

The effort in North Carolina is part of a nationwide redistricting push this cycle by President Donald 

Trump and his allies, who are seeking to bolster Republicans’ chances of maintaining their House 

majority in 2026. The redrawn North Carolina map dramatically reshapes the state’s 1st District, a purple 

swath represented by second-term Democratic Rep. Don Davis, shifting it from a seat that Trump carried 

by 3 points to one that would have backed him by 12 points, according to data released by the state’s 

General Assembly.” [Roll Call, 10/22/25] 

 

AUDIO: Buckhout Said She Worked At The Pentagon For Eight Months, But Missed Her Husband 

And Heard There Were “Rumblings About Redistricting” That Instilled An Interest In Running 

Again. QUESTION: “Do you think they’ll do that this time?” BUCKHOUT: “Well now that we're an R 

plus five they don't stand a chance. So right after I lost the election, I got a call from the White House 

personnel office that said, do you want to comes and serve with the administration. I was like, absolutely I 

do. You don't turn that down. So they said, what are you interested in? I was like, okay, cyber, that's what 

I've doing for most of my career. They said, well, we have some jobs. We have an assistant secretary war. 

How would you like to do that?  I would love that. Pentagon, war, cyber, all these things I knew. So, went 

there, uh, did that for eight months. As assistant secretary of, uh cyber, was hearing rumblings about this 

thing being re-districted. Missed my husband. It wasn't one of those jobs you're gonna do forever 

especially with my family still in NC. Came back here to run, so there we go.” [Laurie Buckhout Meet 

and Greet, 0:30, 2/11/26] (AUDIO)  

 

2026: Buckhout Made Clear Her Desire To Run For Congress Had More To Do With Her 

Than Serving Eastern North Carolinians 

 

Buckhout: “I Ran Because My Husband Looked At Me And Said, Honey, You Need A Job” 

 

VIDEO: Buckhout: “I Ran Because My Husband Looked At Me And Said Honey You Need A Job. 

And I Said, I Know What That Job Is, I Need To Go To Congress. I Need To Fight For You.” “I ran 

because my husband looked at me and said honey you need a job. And I said, I know what that job is, I 

need to go to Congress. I need to fight for you. I'm the one that's going to beat Don Davis. I’m trusted by 

Trump.  This whole last year I’ve been serving as his assistant secretary of war for cyber. And then I 

came back here to fight. I don't quit. I’ve come back to fight again and again and again because I love it. 

I'm excited about this. I’m looking forward to fighting for you. I don't back down from a place and this is 

a fight that matters. Thank you.” [Pasquotank GOP House Candidate Forum, 0:00, 2/10/26] (VIDEO)  

 

Laurie Buckhout Was A Wealthy Transplant From The Washington, D.C. Area Who 

Moved To North Carolina In 2021 

 

Buckhout Grew Up And Worked In Virginia Until She Chose To Move To North Carolina 

 

VIDEO: Buckhout: “I Grew Up In The South. Virginia Was Getting Crazy You See Right Now, 

And I Didn’t Wanna Stay In Virginia, So I’m Like, We’re Going South. So, North Carolina Was 

Our Pick, Moved Here About Five Years Ago.” BUCKHOUT: “And I grew up in the South. Virginia 

was getting crazy you see right now, and I didn't wanna stay in Virginia, so I'm like, we're going south. So 

North Carolina was our pick, moved here about five years ago. Um, and then, uh, we moved into a 

republican district. Greg Murphy had it. Then it flipped to democrat. Ran last year against Don Davis lost 

https://rollcall.com/2025/10/22/north-carolina-congressional-map-republicans-election/
https://youtu.be/fOpTRHhLsGU
https://youtu.be/bE0zgmpcZ6c
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by .4 because the Democrats brought in a third party candidate.” [Laurie Buckhout Meet and Greet, 0:15, 

2/11/26] (VIDEO)  

 

Buckhout Grew Up In Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley And Attended College In Virginia. “Laurie 

grew up on a farm in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley and attended James Madison University on an ROTC 

Scholarship.  She was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Army Signal Corps in 1984 and spent 

the next 26 years in assignments around the world, including commanding hundreds of troops in a task 

force as part of the initial spearhead attack into Iraq in 2003.  She holds a Bachelor of Science Degree 

from James Madison University, a Master’s of Military Arts and Science in National Military Strategy, 

and a Master’s of Science in Information Management from Webster University.” [Laurie Buckhout 

website, archived 1/13/26] 

 

 
[Laurie Buckhout website, archived 1/13/26] 

 

VIDEO: Buckhout: “We Moved Into A Republican District, Greg Murphy Had It. Then It Flipped 

To Democrat. Ran Last Year Against Don Davis, Lost By .4 Because The Democrats Brought In A 

Third Party Candidate.” BUCKHOUT: “And I grew up in the South. Virginia was getting crazy you 

see right now, and I didn't wanna stay in Virginia, so I'm like, we're going south. So North Carolina was 

our pick, moved here about five years ago. Um, and then, uh, we moved into a republican district. Greg 

Murphy had it. Then it flipped to democrat. Ran last year against Don Davis lost by .4 because the 

Democrats brought in a third party candidate.” [Laurie Buckhout Meet and Greet, 0:15, 2/11/26] 

(VIDEO)  

 

Buckhout Founded And Ran Corvus Consulting, A Multimillion Defense Consulting Firm. 

“Retiring in from the Army in 2010, she founded her own business, Corvus Consulting, a strategic 

consulting and services group specializing in Electronic Warfare and Cyberspace Operations, which she 

grew to over $43M in value in less than seven years.  In 2019, Laurie sold her company and served on the 

new company’s Board of Directors for three years.  She is also a past President of the Association of Old 

Crows, the International Electronic Warfare Association; and served as a Special Government Employee 

supporting the US Department of Commerce.  She has extensive experience working with Federal and 

Congressional organizations on legal, budgetary and legislative matters.” [Laurie Buckhout website, 

archived 1/13/26] 

 

 
[Laurie Buckhout website, archived 1/13/26] 

 

Corvus Consulting Was Based In Vienna, Virginia. According to the company website, Corvus 

Consulting’s address was 1934 Old Gallows Road, Suite 350, Vienna, VA. [Corvus Consulting Website, 

accessed 8/5/26]  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtswI4SIjes
https://web.archive.org/web/20260113091642/https:/www.lauriebuckhoutforcongress.com/about/
https://web.archive.org/web/20260113091642/https:/www.lauriebuckhoutforcongress.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtswI4SIjes
https://web.archive.org/web/20260113091642/https:/www.lauriebuckhoutforcongress.com/about/
https://web.archive.org/web/20260113091642/https:/www.lauriebuckhoutforcongress.com/about/
https://www.corvus-consulting-llc.com/
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[Corvus Consulting Website, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

And Will Put The Interests Of The Rich And Corporate Interests Over Rural 

Families. 

 

Buckhout Supported The Big Beautiful Bill 

 

April 2026: Buckhout Said The One Big Beautiful Bill “Delivered” For North Carolina 

Communities. “Don Davis voted NO on funding for Eastern North Carolina in the One Big Beautiful 

Bill. Republicans passed it anyway and delivered for our communities. Now Davis is trying to claim 

credit. You can’t vote against your district in Washington and pretend you fought for it back home. 

Eastern North Carolinians see right through his charade.” [Twitter, Laurie Buckhout, 4/10/26] 

 

 
 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave One Trillion In Tax Breaks To The Ultra-Wealthy At The 

Expense Of Working Families 

 

https://www.corvus-consulting-llc.com/
https://x.com/lauriebuckhout/status/2031435761707298937
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Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave The Top 1% Wealthiest 

Americans $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts  

 

Center For American Progress: The Big Beautiful Bill Delivered $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts To The 

Top 1% While Cutting $1.1 Trillion From SNAP, Medicaid, And Other Safety Net Programs. 

“Overall, the BBB cuts taxes by $4.5 trillion over the next decade, primarily with $2.3 trillion of 

provisions that deliver most of their benefits to the richest 10 percent of Americans by income, according 

to new analysis of JCT data by the Center for American Progress. Within that, the BBB delivers $1 

trillion in tax cuts to the top 1 percent while cutting more than $1.1 trillion from the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, and other health programs used by the poorest 

Americans.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Give The Richest 

1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The House-Passed Reconciliation Bill Would Give The 

Richest 1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026. “The House of Representatives today 

narrowly passed a massive tax and spending reconciliation bill that now heads to President Trump’s desk. 

Please see below for a statement from ITEP and our latest updated analysis of how the bill’s tax 

provisions will affect families at different income levels nationally and in every state. […] The richest 1 

percent of Americans would receive a total of $117 billion in net tax cuts in 2026. The middle 20 percent 

of taxpayers on the income scale, a group that has 20 times the number of taxpayers as the richest 1 

percent, would receive less than half that much, $53 billion in net tax cuts that year.” [Institute on 

Taxation and Economic Policy, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Biggest Tax Cuts Benefited The Wealthiest Giving Them Tax Cuts 

Three Times Greater Than For Working Americans 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Biggest Tax Cuts Benefited The Wealthiest Americans. “The One Big 

Beautiful Bill includes the largest tax cuts in U.S. history. Whether it’s actually ‘beautiful’ is in the eye of 

the beholder.  At every income level taxes should subside. That’s a big selling point from President 

Donald Trump and fellow Republicans who pushed the law through Congress with no Democratic 

support. It will benefit everyone.  But the biggest cuts go to the wealthiest taxpayers – the ones who pay 

the lion’s share of taxes. For most families the savings will be miniscule in comparison, in raw dollars 

and as a share of income. And millions will lose subsidized health insurance and other benefits.  Critics 

see a plan that widens income inequality and, worse, offsets tax cuts for the wealthy with draconian 

spending cuts that hit lower-income households.” [Cronkite News, 7/16/25]  

 

The House-Passed Republican Reconciliation Bill Extended The Tax Cuts And Jobs Act Which 

Skewed In Favor Of The Wealthy By Providing Them Tax Cuts That Were Three Times Greater 

Than For Working Americans. “The tax provisions of the House Republican reconciliation bill double 

down on the failures of the 2017 tax law, which was skewed in favor of the richest people in the country, 

further eroded the nation’s revenue base, and didn’t produce the promised economic gains for working 

people.[1] Instead of changing course and prioritizing people with low and moderate incomes as House 

Republicans’ rhetoric about supporting hard-pressed working families would suggest, the House 

Republican tax bill only offers more of the same. The bill is heavily skewed to the wealthy: Under the 

bill, the top 1 percent of people would receive tax cuts three times the size of those for people with 

incomes in the bottom 60 percent, measured as a share of after-tax income. (See Figure 1.) The top 0.6 

percent of people — the 1.2 million people with annual incomes above $1 million — would receive more 

total tax cuts than the 127 million people with incomes below $100,000. […] The bill extends and 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://itep.org/megabill-is-on-its-way-to-trump-heres-what-its-tax-changes-mean-for-families-across-the-u-s/
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2025/07/16/donald-trump-big-beautiful-bill-wide-gap-between-winners/
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expands the 2017 tax law’s increase in the estate tax exemption, boosting the cut in estate taxes for the 1 

in 1,000 wealthiest estates to $6.3 million.[3] Next year a couple could pass on an estate worth up to $30 

million tax free, $1.7 million more than under a simple extension of the 2017 law.” [CBPP, 5/22/25] 

 

CBS: “Like Penn Wharton, Other Researchers Have Said The Republican Bill Is Likely To Benefit 

Wealthy Americans At The Expense Of People Lower Down The Ladder.” “Like Penn Wharton, 

other researchers have said the Republican bill is likely to benefit wealthy Americans at the expense of 

people lower down the ladder. The measure would likely reduce the financial resources available to the 

lowest-earning 10% of U.S. households by $1,600 per year, or almost 4% of their annual income, 

according to a report published earlier this month by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. White 

House officials have previously questioned the CBO's scoring of the bill. But the highest-earning 10% of 

households would see a gain of $12,000 per year in resources, while middle-income households would 

see a gain of $500 to $1,000, the CBO projected. Its analysis is based on the bill's tax breaks, as well as 

reductions for federal programs and reductions in state funds for safety net programs such as Medicaid 

and food stamps. In considering the impact of higher U.S. debt on future generations, the cost would 

come in the form of lower wages and higher costs, such as more expensive mortgages, Smetters said.” 

[CBS News,  6/26/25] 

 

The Hill: “The Republicans’ ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make The Poorest Americans Even Poorer, 

While Padding The Wallets Of The Highest Earners The Most, According To An Analysis Released 

Monday By Congress’s Budget Arm.”  “The Republicans’ ‘big, beautiful bill’ will make the poorest 

Americans even poorer, while padding the wallets of the highest earners the most, according to an 

analysis released Monday by Congress’s budget arm.  The assessment, conducted by the Congressional 

Budget Office (CBO) at the request of top Democrats, found that the top 10 percent of earners in the 

country will see an average boost of $13,600 per year over the next decade as a direct result of provisions 

in the law, while the bottom 10 percent will see an average annual decrease of $1,200.   The report 

challenges the arguments made by President Trump and other Republicans that the massive domestic 

policy package would benefit workers at all levels of wealth and income. And it’s given fuel to the attacks 

from Democrats that the legislation was, all along, designed to help the wealthiest people at the expense 

of the working poor.” [The Hill, 8/11/25] 

 

• HEADLINE: “Budget Office Says GOP’s ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make Rich Richer, Poor 

Poorer.” [Hill, 8/11/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Corporations A Tax Windfall  

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Cut Corporations Income Taxes, Both 

Foreign And Domestic 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Permanently Reduced The Corporate Tax Rate From 35% To 21%. 

“Provision details: The 2017 TCJA enacted large tax cuts for businesses, especially for large international 

corporations. The headline changes were lowering the corporate tax rate from a maximum of 35 percent 

to 21 percent and moving the United States from a worldwide corporate tax system to a more territorial 

tax base. Despite the comparative lack of focus on corporate and business taxes during the passage of the 

BBB relative to the TCJA, the BBB actually cut international business taxes more than the 2017 TCJA 

did. In particular, the BBB cut taxes on corporations’ foreign profits by $167 billion, while the TCJA’s 

foreign tax changes were deficit-neutral on paper. The TJCA substantially cut taxes on corporations’ 

international profits, incentivizing offshoring to reduce taxes. It was paid for by a one-time “transition 

tax” and the promise that tax rates on offshored profits would be taxed at higher rates in later years. The 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/house-republican-tax-bill-is-skewed-to-wealthy-costs-more-than-extending-2017
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/one-big-beautiful-bill-young-old-wealth-transfer-penn-wharton/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/


  
 

dccc.org  
 

BBB canceled the provisions that promised to better tax foreign profits. This effectively decreases 

corporate tax rates for companies’ foreign operations.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Cut International Business Taxes More Than The 2017 Trump Tax Cuts 

And Jobs Act, Reducing Taxes On Corporations’ Foreign Profits By $167 Billion. “Provision details: 

The 2017 TCJA enacted large tax cuts for businesses, especially for large international corporations. The 

headline changes were lowering the corporate tax rate from a maximum of 35 percent to 21 percent and 

moving the United States from a worldwide corporate tax system to a more territorial tax base. Despite 

the comparative lack of focus on corporate and business taxes during the passage of the BBB relative to 

the TCJA, the BBB actually cut international business taxes more than the 2017 TCJA did. In particular, 

the BBB cut taxes on corporations’ foreign profits by $167 billion, while the TCJA’s foreign tax changes 

were deficit-neutral on paper. The TJCA substantially cut taxes on corporations’ international profits, 

incentivizing offshoring to reduce taxes. It was paid for by a one-time ‘transition tax’ and the promise that 

tax rates on offshored profits would be taxed at higher rates in later years. The BBB canceled the 

provisions that promised to better tax foreign profits. This effectively decreases corporate tax rates for 

companies’ foreign operations.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Cut Corporate Taxes By $753 Billion Across The Board, And Awarded $61 

Billion In More Generous Business Deductions. “There are $753 billion in broad-based domestic 

business tax cuts in the BBB, similar in inflation-adjusted terms to the $650 billion in business cuts in the 

original TCJA. Many of the business tax cuts in the BBB take the form of cutting taxes on different 

investments, such as on research and development, equipment purchases, and certain manufacturing and 

production structures. The legislation also awarded $61 billion in more generous deductions for business 

debt payments. Who benefits: The benefits of investment incentives, such as those enacted by the BBB, 

are subject to some debate. As discussed, decreasing taxes on corporations and businesses primarily 

benefits the executives and owners of those businesses. On the other hand, tax cuts that are tied to 

increasing investment, as opposed to unrestricted tax cuts tied to profits, can effectively increase 

investment. Provisions like the pass-through business deduction, the international business tax cuts, and 

miscellaneous tax cuts layer benefits on already profitable businesses; but provisions tied to increasing 

investments can have economically beneficial effects.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

NC Department Of Health And Human Services: North Carolina Would Lose $50 Billion 

In Medicaid Funding Over Ten Years Because Of The Big Beautiful Bill 

 

NCDHHS: North Carolina Was Projected To Lose $50 Billion In Medicaid Funding, Which Would 

Disproportionately Affect Rural North Carolinians. “The North Carolina Department of Health and 

Human Services announced today it will begin preparing to submit its application to receive funding from 

the Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP). The program is part of H.R. 1, a federal bill signed 

into law by President Trump in July to address rural health concerns due to federal cuts to the Medicaid 

program. NCDHHS has created a website with a link for providers to give feedback now on what should 

be considered for North Carolina’s application and will host several opportunities for partner 

organizations to provide input for the state’s RHTP application in the coming months. The Medicaid 

program will see cuts resulting in approximately $1 trillion in losses nationwide in the next 10 years due 

to H.R. 1, including $49.9 billion in North Carolina, and these cuts will disproportionately impact people 

who live in rural communities. NCDHHS works to create a healthier state for everyone who calls this 

state home, including the more than 3 million people in rural North Carolina.” [NCDHHS, 8/14/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Projected To Cut Nearly $30 Million In Revenue To 

Hospitals In NC-01 

 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/2025/08/14/north-carolina-apply-rural-health-transformation-program
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Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, Hospitals In NC-01 Were Projected To Lose $28,351,907 As A 

Result Of Medicaid Cuts. [Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 

7/8/25] 

 

Projected Cuts To NC-01 Hospital Revenue From Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Hospital City Projected Cut To Hospital 

Revenue 

MARIA PARHAM MEDICAL CENTER HENDERSON  $774,351  

GRANVILLE MEDICAL CENTER OXFORD  $2,036,867  

NASH HOSPITALS INC ROCKY MOUNT  $6,973,933  

HALIFAX REGIONAL MEDICAL 

CENTER INC ROANOKE RAPIDS  $2,121,412  

EAST CAROLINA HEALTH - 

HERITAGE INC TARBORO  $2,290,095  

MARTIN GENERAL HOSPITAL WILLIAMSTON  $251,861  

SENTARA ALBEMARLE REGL MED 

CTR LLC ELIZABETH CITY  $3,322,971  

EAST CAROLINA HEALTH AHOSKIE  $2,049,879  

EAST CAROLINA HEALTH - 

CHOWAN INC EDENTON  $1,685,800  

EAST CAROLINA HEALTH-BERTIE WINDSOR  $470,213  

CAROLINA EAST MEDICAL CENTER NEW BERN $5,949,954 

CARTERET COUNTY GENERAL 

HOSPITAL MOREHEAD CITY $424,571 

Total: $28,351,907 

[Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 7/8/25] 

 

NOTE: The list above aligns with NC-01 as redrawn by the NCGA ahead of the 2026 elections. 

 

Rep. Don Davis Message #1 Backup 
 

Don Davis has a deep connection to Eastern North Carolina. Davis was born and raised in rural Eastern 

North Carolina. He grew up cropping tobacco to help pay for food and clothes. He was a mortuary 

officer in the Air Force and taught at East Carolina University. 

 

Don Davis Has A Deep Connection To Eastern North Carolina. Davis Was Born 

And Raised In Rural Eastern North Carolina. 

 

Davis Was Born And Raised In Snow Hill In Eastern North Carolina 

 

Davis Was Born And Raised In Snow Hill, North Carolina. “Born and raised in Snow Hill, Don grew 

up cropping tobacco in order to have enough money to pay for clothes and school supplies. Through hard 

work, he earned his way into the U.S Air Force Academy and served as a commissioned officer for eight 

years in the U.S Air Force. As a first lieutenant he coordinated Air Force One and congressional 

delegation operations at Andrews Air Force Base and supported military families as a mortuary officer. 

He earned the rank of captain.” [Don Davis Campaign Website, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://www.votedondavis.com/about
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Snow Hill, NC Was A Small Town In Rural Eastern North Carolina. “Today, Snow Hill serves as the 

seat of government for Greene County. A town that has a modest population of approximately 1,500 

individuals, Snow Hill is a rural town with modern conveniences in the middle of four large mid-sized 

cities. Kinston is to the southeast of Snow Hill which serves as a major industrial area with the Global 

Transpark.” [Carolana.com, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

He Grew Up Cropping Tobacco To Help Pay For Food And Clothes. 

 

Davis Cropped Tobacco In His Youth And Attended The United States Air Force Academy 

 

Davis Grew Up Cropping Tobacco In Eastern North Carolina To Pay For Basic Necessities. “Born 

and raised in Snow Hill, Don grew up cropping tobacco in order to have enough money to pay for clothes 

and school supplies. Through hard work, he earned his way into the U.S Air Force Academy and served 

as a commissioned officer for eight years in the U.S Air Force. As a first lieutenant he coordinated Air 

Force One and congressional delegation operations at Andrews Air Force Base and supported military 

families as a mortuary officer. He earned the rank of captain.” [Don Davis Campaign Website, accessed 

8/5/26] 

 

He Was A Mortuary Officer In The Air Force 

 

Davis Served As A Mortuary Officer In The Air Force  

 

Davis Was A Mortuary Officer In The Air Force. “Born and raised in Snow Hill, Don grew up 

cropping tobacco in order to have enough money to pay for clothes and school supplies. Through hard 

work, he earned his way into the U.S Air Force Academy and served as a commissioned officer for eight 

years in the U.S Air Force. As a first lieutenant he coordinated Air Force One and congressional 

delegation operations at Andrews Air Force Base and supported military families as a mortuary officer. 

He earned the rank of captain.” [Don Davis Campaign Website, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

And Taught At East Carolina University. 

 

Davis Was An Assistant Professor At Eastern Carolina University 

 

Davis Served As An Assistant Professor Of Aerospace Studies At East Carolina University “As a 

young man, Congressman Davis worked in the tobacco fields and faithfully attended the same church 

where he currently ministers. He graduated in 1994 from the United States Air Force Academy and 

became a commissioned officer in the United States Air Force, where he actively served in uniform for 

eight years. As a first lieutenant, Davis coordinated Air Force One and CODEL operations at Andrews 

Air Force Base and supported families of military members as a mortuary officer. Congressman Davis 

returned to eastern North Carolina as an assistant professor of Aerospace Studies at East Carolina 

University Air Force ROTC Detachment 600, where he taught national security affairs, military history, 

and leadership courses. As an educator for over 20 years, Davis mentored thousands of students as they 

completed their studies.” [Rep. Don Davis Biography, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Rep. Don Davis Message #2 Backup 
 

Davis is one of the most bipartisan members of Congress and has worked to bring home millions of 

dollars in federal funding for eastern North Carolina farmers, small businesses and veterans. He stood up 

https://www.carolana.com/NC/Towns/Snow_Hill_NC.html
https://www.votedondavis.com/about
https://www.votedondavis.com/about
https://dondavis.house.gov/about
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to his own party to secure the border and save jobs at the Seymour Johnson Air Force Base. 

 

Davis Is One Of The Most Bipartisan Members Of Congress 
 

Davis Was Ranked The 5th Most Bipartisan Member Of Congress 

 

2023: Davis Was Ranked The 5th Most Bipartisan Member Of Congress By The Lugar Center. 

[Lugar Center – McCourt School Bipartisan Index, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

 
[Lugar Center – McCourt School Bipartisan Index, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Davis Won The 2025 Democracy Award In “Best Of Bipartisan Engagement And Collaboration” 

In Recognition Of Davis’s Bipartisanship In Congress. “Congressman Don Davis has been awarded 

the 2025 Democracy Award in the ‘Best of Bipartisan Engagement and Collaboration’ category by the 

Congressional Management Foundation. The award recognizes Davis’s office for promoting good 

governance and bipartisan engagement, and collaboration. ‘Many hard-working families view 

Washington, D.C., as broken and unresponsive to their needs. Being recognized as a Democracy Award 

winner reflects our commitment to uniting people and addressing their concerns,’ said Congressman Don 

Davis. ‘Our office prioritizes the needs of eastern North Carolina by collaborating with all parties. 

Representation means listening to and striving to improve all families’ lives, which is our daily goal.’ 

‘This award recognizes the value of building relationships across party lines,’ said CMF CEO Jen Daulby. 

‘Rep. Don Davis’ dedication to bipartisan collaboration sets an example for his colleagues and reflects a 

commitment to working together with respect and openness on behalf of the American people.’ The 

award is the second consecutive year that Congressman Davis has received such recognition. In 2024, 

Congressman Davis was the only first-term member of the U.S. House of Representatives to win this 

prestigious Democracy Award, in the category of Innovation and Modernization.” [WNCT, 8/23/25] 

 

And Has Worked To Bring Home Millions Of Dollars In Federal Funding For 

Eastern North Carolina Farmers, Small Businesses And Veterans. 

 

Davis Delivered Millions For Eastern North Carolina Farmers, Small Businesses, And 

Veterans 

 

https://www.thelugarcenter.org/ourwork-Bipartisan-Index.html
https://www.thelugarcenter.org/ourwork-Bipartisan-Index.html
https://www.wnct.com/news/congressman-don-davis-honored-for-bipartisan-democracy-award/


  
 

dccc.org  
 

2025: Davis Delivered $9.2 Million From Federal Agencies To Eastern North Carolina Families, 

Veterans, And Seniors. “Congressman Don Davis (NC-01) released his 2025 NC-01 Year in Review 

detailing 365 days of progress and results for eastern North Carolina. The report highlights major 

legislative accomplishments reflecting his ongoing commitment to North Carolina’s First Congressional 

District. […] Returned over $9.2 million from federal agencies to eastern North Carolina families, 

veterans, and seniors. Resolved 843 constituent casework requests. 59,000 pieces of constituent 

correspondence.” [Rep. Don Davis Press Release, 12/31/25] 

 

2023: Davis Announced A Multimillion Dollar USDA Rural Development Award To Eastern North 

Carolina Farms And Towns To Boost Agriculture. “Today, Congressman Don Davis (NC-01) 

announced the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Rural Development awarded North 

Carolina's First Congressional District grant funding to boost economic development and improve 

infrastructure across eastern North Carolina. ‘These USDA grants prioritize public safety through new 

and improved fire stations and equipment, updated water infrastructure for rural communities, and next-

generation energy technology to help farmers and families save money on utility bills. These critical 

investments will foster growth and ensure a brighter future in the East,’ said Congressman Don Davis. 

The USDA Rural Development Investments approved the following grants for NC-01: - Carolina Poultry 

Power: $1,000,000 - Murdock Webbing Company Inc.: $682,771 - Town of Sharpsburg: $4,800 - Town 

of Nashville: $1,338,750 - Edgecombe Water and Sewer District No.6: $2,327,000 - Speed Volunteer Fire 

Department, Inc.: $100,000.00 - Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant Program: $300,000” 

[Rep. Davis Press Release, 11/7/23] 

 

2026: Davis Voted For A Bipartisan Funding Bill That Provided $1 Billion For The Small Business 

Administration. “Congressman Don Davis (NC-01) voted to advance H.R. 7006, a bipartisan Fiscal Year 

2026 appropriations package funding Financial Services–General Government and National Security–

Department of State and Related Programs, with a vote of 341 to 79. The two-bill package makes targeted 

FY26 investments to strengthen small businesses, support core government operations, and enhance 

efforts to combat drug trafficking operations that threaten communities at home. The funding advances $1 

billion for the Small Business Administration and $1.4 billion for international narcotics control and law 

enforcement. The legislation reflects bipartisan, bicameral collaboration and continues Congress’s work 

to move appropriations bills through regular order. Passage in the House advances the Fiscal Year 2026 

appropriations process as Congress works toward full-year funding.” [Rep. Davis Press Release, 1/14/26] 

 

• Davis Voted For 2026 The Financial Services, National Security And State Department 

Appropriations. “Jan. 14, 2026 — House Vote 28 Fiscal 2026 Financial Services, National Security 

and State Department Appropriations — Passage Passage of the bill that would provide about $76.3 

billion in discretionary funding. The Financial Services and General Government portion of the 

spending package would provide about $13.1 billion in discretionary funding for the Treasury 

Department, including $11.2 billion for the IRS. The legislation would also prohibit the IRS from 

targeting individuals or groups based on First Amendment activities or ideological beliefs. It would 

provide $873 million for the Executive Office of the President, including $129 million for the Office 

of Management and Budget and $456.5 million for the Office of National Drug Control Policy and $8 

million for the Office of Information Technology Oversight and Reform to fund the Department of 

Government Efficiency. It also includes $990,000 for the unanticipated needs of the president.It 

would provide $9.2 billion for operations of the Judiciary, as well as an additional $485 million in 

mandatory funding. This would include $892 million for court security. It also would provide $877.9 

million for the District of Columbia. It would also provide funding for several independent agencies, 

including: $151 million for the Consumer Product Safety Commission, $416 million for the Federal 

Communications Commission, $9.7 billion for the General Services Administration and $2.1 billion 

for the Securities and Exchange Commission, among others.The National Security, State Department 

and Related Programs portion of the package would provide about $50 billion in discretionary 

https://dondavis.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-don-davis-releases-2025-year-end-review-highlighting-year-results
https://dondavis.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-don-davis-announces-vital-grants-build-infrastructure-across
https://dondavis.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-don-davis-votes-support-small-businesses-and-counter-narcotics
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funding. It would provide $16.6 billion for the State Department and related programs, including $9.4 

billion for diplomatic programs. It would provide $23.4 billion in bilateral economic assistance and 

$8.9 billion in international security assistance. It would rescind about $1.6 billion from various 

programs and funds. Passed 341-79. Note: A “yea” was a vote in support of the president’s position.” 

[HR 7006, Vote No. 28, 1/14/26; CQ, 1/14/26] 

 

Headline: “Davis Bill Seeks National Platform For Small Businesses” [The Enterprise, 12/23/25] 

 

Davis Introduced A Bipartisan Bill To Restart The White House Conference On Small Business To 

Create A Recurring Forum For Small Business Owners To Engage With The Federal Government. 

“Democratic Rep. Don Davis of North Carolina’s 1st Congressional District and Republican Rep. Brad 

Finstad of Minnesota’s 1st District have introduced H.R. 6855, the White House Conference on Small 

Business Act, which would restart the White House Conference on Small Business and bring together 

small business owners from all 50 states and U.S. territories. The White House Conference on Small 

Business Act establishes a structured, recurring forum for small business owners to provide direct input to 

the White House and Congress on economic and regulatory issues. By focusing on state-level meetings, 

Davis’ office said, this legislation ensures local voices are represented nationally, strengthens connections 

and fosters future small business leadership.” [The Enterprise, 12/23/25] 

 

He Stood Up To His Own Party To Secure The Border 
 

Davis Voted With Republicans 90% Of The Time On Immigration Policy 

 

Davis Voted With Republicans On Immigration Policy And Border Security 90 Percent Of The 

Time. “Davis introduced a bill that would permanently end taxes on tips, unlike U.S. House Republicans’ 

‘temporary Band-Aid solution.’ Davis voted against cuts to Medicaid and against closing rural hospitals 

in North Carolina and would not support a bill that would strip hundreds of billions of dollars from health 

care in rural areas and local economies through the next decade. Davis has consistently been one of the 

more bipartisan members of Congress, has voted with Republicans on border security and immigration 

policy 90 percent of the time and has received an award for the best bipartisan engagement and 

collaboration.” [Daily Recorder, 12/21/25] 

 

January 2026: Davis Was One Of Just 7 Democrats To Vote To Fund DHS 

 

Davis Voted With Republicans And Six Other Democrats To Pass Funding For The Department Of 

Homeland Security, Including ICE. “The Democratic congressman from North Carolina Don Davis 

joined the Republican majority in the House of Representatives to pass a bill funding the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS), a decision that has drawn criticism for the increased resources allocated to 

enforcement. immigration laws federal and for placing the state at the center of a national debate on 

immigration and civil rights. The vote, which ended 220 in favor and 207 against, allowed the bill to 

advance despite opposition from the majority of the Democratic Party. In total, 213 Republicans voted in 

favor and one against, while seven Democrats—including Davis—supported the measure, and 206 

Democrats voted against it. […] The measure will fund DHS and its major agencies—including ICE, 

CBP, FEMA, the Coast Guard, and the TSA—through the end of the fiscal year, September 30. The bill 

includes a $400 million increase to the budget. ICE detention raising it from $3,400 billion to $3,800 

billion, which, according to analysts, will allow for continued expansion of immigration detention 

infrastructure in local, state and federal jails, as well as in military bases and other spaces.” [Enlace 

Latino, 1/23/26] 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7008/all-actions
https://plus.cq.com/bill/119/HR7006/actions?6
https://www.springhopeenterprise.com/news/davis-bill-seeks-national-platform-for-small-businesses-86fc1d5c/
https://www.springhopeenterprise.com/news/davis-bill-seeks-national-platform-for-small-businesses-86fc1d5c/
https://www.reflector.com/news/local/trump-blasts-davis-during-rally-at-event-center/article_78c0c20b-4a3b-5ef5-9d05-7920f52afcde.html
https://enlacelatinonc.org/en/Democrat-Don-Davis-of-North-Carolina-votes-with-Republicans-to-approve-funding-for-the-Department-of-Homeland-Security/
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And Save Jobs At The Seymour Johnson Air Force Base. 

 

Davis Supported A Measure Stopping The Air Force From Eliminating The F-15E Aircraft 

Program At Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, Saving 520 Jobs 

 

Davis Supported The Servicemember Quality Of Life Improvement And National Defense 

Authorization Act That Saved 520 F-15E Aircraft +Jobs At Seymour Johnson Air Force Base. “The 

Servicemember Quality of Life Improvement and National Defense Authorization Act passed last week, 

and it includes several provisions that benefit military installations and service members in eastern North 

Carolina. North Carolina Congressman Don Davis said the most important is a provision to stop the Air 

Force from eliminating F-15E aircraft at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base and cutting the 520 jobs that 

come with them. The bill also includes a 19.5% pay raise for junior enlisted service members (E-4 and 

below) and 4.5% basic pay increase for all other service members.” [Public Radio East, 6/17/24] 

 

Rep. Don Davis Message #3 Backup 
 

Davis has spent his life in public service and did not go to Washington to get rich. He will ban stock 

trading by members of Congress and stop the pay to play system in Washington, where billionaires get 

the breaks and working people struggle. 

 

Davis Has Spent His Life In Public Service And Did Not Go To Washington To Get 

Rich. 

 

Don Davis Spent His Life In Public Service In The Air Force, As Mayor Of Snow Hill, As A 

Member Of The North Carolina State Senate, And Member Of Congress  

 

Davis Served As A Mortuary Officer In The Air Force  

 

Davis Was A Mortuary Officer In The Air Force. “Born and raised in Snow Hill, Don grew up 

cropping tobacco in order to have enough money to pay for clothes and school supplies. Through hard 

work, he earned his way into the U.S Air Force Academy and served as a commissioned officer for eight 

years in the U.S Air Force. As a first lieutenant he coordinated Air Force One and congressional 

delegation operations at Andrews Air Force Base and supported military families as a mortuary officer. 

He earned the rank of captain.” [Don Davis Campaign Website, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Davis Was Elected Mayor Of Snow Hill, NC And Served For Seven Years 

 

Davis Was Elected Mayor Of Snow Hill And Served Seven Years In The Role. “As a veteran, 

Congressman Davis continued his commitment to public service by becoming the youngest Mayor of 

Snow Hill at age 29, where he served seven years. In 2008, Congressman Davis was elected to the North 

Carolina State Senate, serving 12 years. Congressman Davis is serving his second term in the U.S. House 

of Representatives, representing 22 counties comprising the First Congressional District of North 

Carolina in eastern North Carolina. Congressman Davis remains committed to addressing the needs of his 

constituents.” [Rep. Don Davis Bio, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Davis Served 12 Years In The North Carolina State Senate  

 

https://www.publicradioeast.org/2024-06-17/service-member-pay-raises-nearly-300-million-for-enc-military-projects-included-in-dod-spending-bill
https://www.votedondavis.com/about
https://dondavis.house.gov/about
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Davis Served 12 Years As A Member Of The North Carolina State Senate. “As a veteran, 

Congressman Davis continued his commitment to public service by becoming the youngest Mayor of 

Snow Hill at age 29, where he served seven years. In 2008, Congressman Davis was elected to the North 

Carolina State Senate, serving 12 years. Congressman Davis is serving his second term in the U.S. House 

of Representatives, representing 22 counties comprising the First Congressional District of North 

Carolina in eastern North Carolina. Congressman Davis remains committed to addressing the needs of his 

constituents.” [Rep. Don Davis Bio, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Davis Served As A Member Of Congress   

 

2023-Present: Don Davis Served In Congress Representing Eastern North Carolina. “Now in his 

second term as a U.S. Congressman, Don Davis continues his fight for eastern North Carolina. Serving in 

Congress since 2023, Don has continued his fight in delivering for North Carolina's working class and 

farming families. He has worked across the aisle on efforts to support our veterans, protect Social 

Security, and expand access to health care, jobs, infrastructure, and schools.” [Don Davis Campaign 

Website, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

He Will Ban Stock Trading By Members Of Congress And Stop The Pay To Play 

System In Washington, Where Billionaires Get The Breaks And Working People 

Struggle. 

 

Davis Voted To Ban Members Of Congress From Trading Stock  

 

Davis Voted For The Stop Insider Trading Act, A Bill To Ban Members Of Congress, Their 

Spouses And Dependent Children From Purchasing Individual Public Stocks. “July 22, 2026 — 

House Vote 280 Member Stock Trading Ban — Passage of the bill that would ban members of Congress, 

their spouses and dependent children from purchasing new individual stock units of publicly traded 

companies while in office and would impose increased penalties for violations. It would impose fines 

equal to the sum of either $2,000 or 10 percent of the value of the transaction in the covered investment, 

whichever is greater, and the net gain realized from the sale. The bill also would require individuals to 

present valid photo identification, such as a passport or state-issued driver’s license or identification card, 

in order to vote in a federal election. Passed 232-198.” [HR 7008, Vote No. 280, 7/22/26; CQ, 7/22/26] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave One Trillion In Tax Breaks To The Ultra-Wealthy At The 

Expense Of Working Families 

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave The Top 1% Wealthiest 

Americans $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts  

 

Center For American Progress: The Big Beautiful Bill Delivered $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts To The 

Top 1% While Cutting $1.1 Trillion From SNAP, Medicaid, And Other Safety Net Programs. 

“Overall, the BBB cuts taxes by $4.5 trillion over the next decade, primarily with $2.3 trillion of 

provisions that deliver most of their benefits to the richest 10 percent of Americans by income, according 

to new analysis of JCT data by the Center for American Progress. Within that, the BBB delivers $1 

trillion in tax cuts to the top 1 percent while cutting more than $1.1 trillion from the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, and other health programs used by the poorest 

Americans.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

https://dondavis.house.gov/about
https://www.votedondavis.com/about
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7008/all-actions
https://plus.cq.com/bill/119/HR7008/actions?3
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
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Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Give The Richest 

1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The House-Passed Reconciliation Bill Would Give The 

Richest 1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026. “The House of Representatives today 

narrowly passed a massive tax and spending reconciliation bill that now heads to President Trump’s desk. 

Please see below for a statement from ITEP and our latest updated analysis of how the bill’s tax 

provisions will affect families at different income levels nationally and in every state. […] The richest 1 

percent of Americans would receive a total of $117 billion in net tax cuts in 2026. The middle 20 percent 

of taxpayers on the income scale, a group that has 20 times the number of taxpayers as the richest 1 

percent, would receive less than half that much, $53 billion in net tax cuts that year.” [Institute on 

Taxation and Economic Policy, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Biggest Tax Cuts Benefited The Wealthiest Giving Them Tax Cuts 

Three Times Greater Than For Working Americans 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Biggest Tax Cuts Benefited The Wealthiest Americans. “The One Big 

Beautiful Bill includes the largest tax cuts in U.S. history. Whether it’s actually ‘beautiful’ is in the eye of 

the beholder.  At every income level taxes should subside. That’s a big selling point from President 

Donald Trump and fellow Republicans who pushed the law through Congress with no Democratic 

support. It will benefit everyone.  But the biggest cuts go to the wealthiest taxpayers – the ones who pay 

the lion’s share of taxes. For most families the savings will be miniscule in comparison, in raw dollars 

and as a share of income. And millions will lose subsidized health insurance and other benefits.  Critics 

see a plan that widens income inequality and, worse, offsets tax cuts for the wealthy with draconian 

spending cuts that hit lower-income households.” [Cronkite News, 7/16/25]  

 

The House-Passed Republican Reconciliation Bill Extended The Tax Cuts And Jobs Act Which 

Skewed In Favor Of The Wealthy By Providing Them Tax Cuts That Were Three Times Greater 

Than For Working Americans. “The tax provisions of the House Republican reconciliation bill double 

down on the failures of the 2017 tax law, which was skewed in favor of the richest people in the country, 

further eroded the nation’s revenue base, and didn’t produce the promised economic gains for working 

people.[1] Instead of changing course and prioritizing people with low and moderate incomes as House 

Republicans’ rhetoric about supporting hard-pressed working families would suggest, the House 

Republican tax bill only offers more of the same. The bill is heavily skewed to the wealthy: Under the 

bill, the top 1 percent of people would receive tax cuts three times the size of those for people with 

incomes in the bottom 60 percent, measured as a share of after-tax income. (See Figure 1.) The top 0.6 

percent of people — the 1.2 million people with annual incomes above $1 million — would receive more 

total tax cuts than the 127 million people with incomes below $100,000. […] The bill extends and 

expands the 2017 tax law’s increase in the estate tax exemption, boosting the cut in estate taxes for the 1 

in 1,000 wealthiest estates to $6.3 million.[3] Next year a couple could pass on an estate worth up to $30 

million tax free, $1.7 million more than under a simple extension of the 2017 law.” [CBPP, 5/22/25] 

 

CBS: “Like Penn Wharton, Other Researchers Have Said The Republican Bill Is Likely To Benefit 

Wealthy Americans At The Expense Of People Lower Down The Ladder.” “Like Penn Wharton, 

other researchers have said the Republican bill is likely to benefit wealthy Americans at the expense of 

people lower down the ladder. The measure would likely reduce the financial resources available to the 

lowest-earning 10% of U.S. households by $1,600 per year, or almost 4% of their annual income, 

according to a report published earlier this month by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. White 

House officials have previously questioned the CBO's scoring of the bill. But the highest-earning 10% of 

households would see a gain of $12,000 per year in resources, while middle-income households would 

https://itep.org/megabill-is-on-its-way-to-trump-heres-what-its-tax-changes-mean-for-families-across-the-u-s/
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2025/07/16/donald-trump-big-beautiful-bill-wide-gap-between-winners/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/house-republican-tax-bill-is-skewed-to-wealthy-costs-more-than-extending-2017
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see a gain of $500 to $1,000, the CBO projected. Its analysis is based on the bill's tax breaks, as well as 

reductions for federal programs and reductions in state funds for safety net programs such as Medicaid 

and food stamps. In considering the impact of higher U.S. debt on future generations, the cost would 

come in the form of lower wages and higher costs, such as more expensive mortgages, Smetters said.” 

[CBS News,  6/26/25] 

 

The Hill: “The Republicans’ ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make The Poorest Americans Even Poorer, 

While Padding The Wallets Of The Highest Earners The Most, According To An Analysis Released 

Monday By Congress’s Budget Arm.”  “The Republicans’ ‘big, beautiful bill’ will make the poorest 

Americans even poorer, while padding the wallets of the highest earners the most, according to an 

analysis released Monday by Congress’s budget arm.  The assessment, conducted by the Congressional 

Budget Office (CBO) at the request of top Democrats, found that the top 10 percent of earners in the 

country will see an average boost of $13,600 per year over the next decade as a direct result of provisions 

in the law, while the bottom 10 percent will see an average annual decrease of $1,200.   The report 

challenges the arguments made by President Trump and other Republicans that the massive domestic 

policy package would benefit workers at all levels of wealth and income. And it’s given fuel to the attacks 

from Democrats that the legislation was, all along, designed to help the wealthiest people at the expense 

of the working poor.” [The Hill, 8/11/25] 

 

• HEADLINE: “Budget Office Says GOP’s ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make Rich Richer, Poor 

Poorer.” [Hill, 8/11/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Estimated To Kick Nearly 42,000 People In NC-01 Off 

Their Health Insurance 

 

September 2025: The Joint Economic Committee Minority Estimated 41,781 People In North 

Carolina’s 1st Congressional District Would Lose Health Insurance By 2034 Due To Congressional 

Republicans’ Cuts To Medicaid And The ACA. “According to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget 

Office (CBO)’s most recent analysis, President Trump and Congressional Republicans’ cuts to Medicaid 

and the Affordable Care Act (ACA) would result in 16 million people losing their health insurance by 

2034. Using CBO’s analysis released June 4 and other research, the Joint Economic Committee – 

Minority calculated new estimates of the number of people who would lose health insurance.” [Joint 

Economic Committee Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

NC-01: Health Insurance Losses From Cuts To Medicaid And The Affordable Care Act 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Est. Number of People Losing 

Affordable Care Act Coverage 

Est. Number of People 

Losing Medicaid Coverage 

Est. Total Number of 

People Losing Insurance 

17,000 24,781 41,781 

[Joint Economic Committee Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest SNAP Cuts In History, Threatening Food 

Assistance For More Than 60,000 Households In NC-01 

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest SNAP Cuts In The 

Program’s History 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/one-big-beautiful-bill-young-old-wealth-transfer-penn-wharton/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
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Center For American Progress: “The Senate Has Released Its Version Of The One Big Beautiful 

Bill Act, Which Would Enact The Largest Cut To The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) In The Program’s History According To Center For American Progress Estimates.” “The 

Senate has released its version of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which would enact the largest cut to the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in the program’s history according to Center for 

American Progress estimates. Despite the proposal cutting less than the House-passed version’s nearly 

$300 billion in cuts, it is even more extreme than the House version in some key aspects. Moreover, this 

legislation comes at a time when food insecurity is rising across all 50 states, reaching levels not seen 

since 2014.” [Center for American Progress, 6/26/25]  

 

• Axios: “The Bill Would Reduce Nutrition Funding, Which Includes SNAP, By Around $186 Billion 

Between 2025 And 2034.” “By the numbers: The bill would reduce nutrition funding, which includes 

SNAP, by around $186 billion between 2025 and 2034. While analyst's projections have fluctuated as the 

legislation's provisions are tweaked, analysts have indicated millions of people could be cut from SNAP 

under the work requirement provisions.” [Axios, 7/3/25] 

 

● HEADLINE: “House Reconciliation Bill Proposes Deepest SNAP Cut In History, Would Take 

Food Assistance Away From Millions of Low-Income Families.” [Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities, 5/28/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Cut SNAP By Around $186 Billion. President Trump's massive tax 

and spending bill, which is advancing through the House after surviving its Republican push through the 

Senate, would slash food benefits for thousands. The big picture: It would mark a historic cut to the social 

safety net that Republicans claim weeds out waste, fraud and abuse — but experts say the restructuring of 

assistance programs could leave more people hungry and uninsured. […] By the numbers: The bill would 

reduce nutrition funding, which includes SNAP, by around $186 billion between 2025 and 2034.  [Axios, 

7/3/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Risked Food Assistance For 60,848 Households In NC-01 

 

According To The U.S. Department Of Agriculture, 60,848 Households Participated In 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) In NC-01. [USDA, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

 
 

Laurie Buckhout Message #1 Backup 
 

Laurie Buckhout is not from here and is part of the Washington establishment that puts the interests of 

corporations and wealthy elites ahead of the needs of our farmers and coastal communities. 

 

Laurie Buckhout Is Not From Here 

 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-one-big-beautiful-bills-snap-cuts-would-strain-food-banks-amid-rising-food-insecurity/
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/03/trump-big-beautiful-bill-snap
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/house-reconciliation-bill-proposes-deepest-snap-cut-in-history-would-take
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/03/trump-big-beautiful-bill-snap
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data-research/data-visualization/snap-community-characteristics-congressional-district-dashboard
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Laurie Buckhout Was A Wealthy Transplant From Virginia Who Moved To North 

Carolina In 2021 

 

Buckhout Grew Up And Worked In Virginia Until She Chose To Move To North Carolina 

 

VIDEO: Buckhout: “I Grew Up In The South. Virginia Was Getting Crazy You See Right Now, 

And I Didn’t Wanna Stay In Virginia, So I’m Like, We’re Going South. So, North Carolina Was 

Our Pick, Moved Here About Five Years Ago.” BUCKHOUT: “And I grew up in the South. Virginia 

was getting crazy you see right now, and I didn't wanna stay in Virginia, so I'm like, we're going south. So 

North Carolina was our pick, moved here about five years ago. Um, and then, uh, we moved into a 

republican district. Greg Murphy had it. Then it flipped to democrat. Ran last year against Don Davis lost 

by .4 because the Democrats brought in a third party candidate.” [Laurie Buckhout Meet and Greet, 0:15, 

2/11/26] (VIDEO)  

 

Buckhout Grew Up In Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley And Attended College In Virginia. “Laurie 

grew up on a farm in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley and attended James Madison University on an ROTC 

Scholarship.  She was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Army Signal Corps in 1984 and spent 

the next 26 years in assignments around the world, including commanding hundreds of troops in a task 

force as part of the initial spearhead attack into Iraq in 2003.  She holds a Bachelor of Science Degree 

from James Madison University, a Master’s of Military Arts and Science in National Military Strategy, 

and a Master’s of Science in Information Management from Webster University.” [Laurie Buckhout 

website, archived 1/13/26] 

 

 
[Laurie Buckhout website, archived 1/13/26]  

 

VIDEO: Buckhout: “We Moved Into A Republican District, Greg Murphy Had It. Then It Flipped 

To Democrat. Ran Last Year Against Don Davis, Lost By .4 Because The Democrats Brought In A 

Third Party Candidate.” BUCKHOUT: “So North Carolina was our pick, moved here about five years 

ago. Um, and then, uh, we moved into a republican district. Greg Murphy had it. Then it flipped to 

democrat. Ran last year against Don Davis lost by .4 because the Democrats brought in a third party 

candidate.” [Laurie Buckhout Meet and Greet, 0:00, 2/11/26] (VIDEO)  

 

Buckhout Founded And Ran Corvus Consulting, A Multimillion Defense Consulting Firm. 

“Retiring in from the Army in 2010, she founded her own business, Corvus Consulting, a strategic 

consulting and services group specializing in Electronic Warfare and Cyberspace Operations, which she 

grew to over $43M in value in less than seven years.  In 2019, Laurie sold her company and served on the 

new company’s Board of Directors for three years.  She is also a past President of the Association of Old 

Crows, the International Electronic Warfare Association; and served as a Special Government Employee 

supporting the US Department of Commerce.  She has extensive experience working with Federal and 

Congressional organizations on legal, budgetary and legislative matters.” [Laurie Buckhout website, 

archived 1/13/26] 

 

 

 
[Laurie Buckhout website, archived 1/13/26] 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtswI4SIjes
https://web.archive.org/web/20260113091642/https:/www.lauriebuckhoutforcongress.com/about/
https://web.archive.org/web/20260113091642/https:/www.lauriebuckhoutforcongress.com/about/
https://youtu.be/fOpTRHhLsGU
https://web.archive.org/web/20260113091642/https:/www.lauriebuckhoutforcongress.com/about/
https://web.archive.org/web/20260113091642/https:/www.lauriebuckhoutforcongress.com/about/
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Corvus Consulting Was Based In Vienna, Virginia. According to the company website, Corvus 

Consulting’s address was 1934 Old Gallows Road, Suite 350, Vienna, VA. [Corvus Consulting Website, 

accessed 8/5/26]  

 

 
[Corvus Consulting Website, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

And Is Part Of The Washington Establishment That Puts The Interests Of 

Corporations And Wealthy Elites  

 

Buckhout Was Backed And Supported By D.C. Republican Leaders 

 

Speaker Mike Johnson Campaigned With Buckhout In North Carolina 

 

Headline: “Speaker Johnson Says Buckhout Will Flip NC-1 In ‘Midterm Unlike Any Other’” 

[Carolina Journal, 8/5/26] 

  

Speaker Mike Johnson Campaigned In North Carolina To Support Laurie Buckhout. “On Aug. 4, 

just 91 days out from the midterm elections, Republican Speaker of the US House Mike Johnson of 

Louisiana expressed his confidence in Col. Laurie Buckhoout, the Republican nominee running to unseat 

Democrat incumbent Don Davis of North Carolina’s First Congressional District. During a campaign stop 

in Greenville, where they also met with farmers and business leaders from the eastern part of the state, 

Johnson called the upcoming election a ‘midterm unlike any other.’ ‘She is one of our star recruits to run 

for Congress this fall, and she is going to flip a blue seat to red, North Carolina’s first Congressional 

District, an essential part of the strategy to ensure the Republicans maintain the majority in Congress,’ 

Johnson told the press.” [Carolina Journal, 8/5/26] 

 

Republican Leadership Funneled Hundreds Of Thousands To Buckhout’s Campaign  

 

Republican Leaders’ Joint Fundraising Committees Funneled Over $200,000 To Buckhout’s 

Campaign. [FEC, Laurie Buckhout for Congress, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Committee Recipient Date Amount 

https://www.corvus-consulting-llc.com/
https://www.corvus-consulting-llc.com/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/speaker-johnson-says-buckhout-will-flip-nc-1-in-midterm-unlike-any-other/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/speaker-johnson-says-buckhout-will-flip-nc-1-in-midterm-unlike-any-other/
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00853499&contributor_name=C00568162&contributor_name=C00858373&contributor_name=C00859058&contributor_name=C00894485&contributor_name=C00895037&contributor_name=C00936799&two_year_transaction_period=2026&line_number=F3-12
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Grow The Majority Laurie Buckhout for 

Congress 

3/31/26 $60,278.16 

Laurie Buckhout for 

Congress-GTM 

Nominee Fund: NC-01 

Laurie Buckhout for 

Congress 

3/31/26 $99,154.74 

Buckhout for NC-01 

Republican Nominee 

Fund 2026 

Laurie Buckhout for 

Congress 

3/17/26 $16,776.67 

Emmer Majority 

Builders 

Laurie Buckhout for 

Congress 

3/31/26 $26,678.82 

Emmer Majority 

Builders 

Laurie Buckhout for 

Congress 

2/18/25 $2,956.85 

Grow The Majority Laurie Buckhout for 

Congress 

1/20/25 $1,240.41 

TOTAL   $207,085.65 

[FEC, Laurie Buckhout for Congress, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Buckhout Supported The Big Beautiful Bill 

 

April 2026: Buckhout Said The One Big Beautiful Bill “Delivered” For North Carolina 

Communities. “Don Davis voted NO on funding for Eastern North Carolina in the One Big Beautiful 

Bill. Republicans passed it anyway and delivered for our communities. Now Davis is trying to claim 

credit. You can’t vote against your district in Washington and pretend you fought for it back home. 

Eastern North Carolinians see right through his charade.” [Twitter, Laurie Buckhout, 4/10/26] 

 

 
 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave One Trillion In Tax Breaks To The Ultra-Wealthy At The 

Expense Of Working Families 

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave The Top 1% Wealthiest 

Americans $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts  

 

https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00853499&contributor_name=C00568162&contributor_name=C00858373&contributor_name=C00859058&contributor_name=C00894485&contributor_name=C00895037&contributor_name=C00936799&two_year_transaction_period=2026&line_number=F3-12
https://x.com/lauriebuckhout/status/2031435761707298937
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Center For American Progress: The Big Beautiful Bill Delivered $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts To The 

Top 1% While Cutting $1.1 Trillion From SNAP, Medicaid, And Other Safety Net Programs. 

“Overall, the BBB cuts taxes by $4.5 trillion over the next decade, primarily with $2.3 trillion of 

provisions that deliver most of their benefits to the richest 10 percent of Americans by income, according 

to new analysis of JCT data by the Center for American Progress. Within that, the BBB delivers $1 

trillion in tax cuts to the top 1 percent while cutting more than $1.1 trillion from the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, and other health programs used by the poorest 

Americans.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Give The Richest 

1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The House-Passed Reconciliation Bill Would Give The 

Richest 1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026. “The House of Representatives today 

narrowly passed a massive tax and spending reconciliation bill that now heads to President Trump’s desk. 

Please see below for a statement from ITEP and our latest updated analysis of how the bill’s tax 

provisions will affect families at different income levels nationally and in every state. […] The richest 1 

percent of Americans would receive a total of $117 billion in net tax cuts in 2026. The middle 20 percent 

of taxpayers on the income scale, a group that has 20 times the number of taxpayers as the richest 1 

percent, would receive less than half that much, $53 billion in net tax cuts that year.” [Institute on 

Taxation and Economic Policy, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Biggest Tax Cuts Benefited The Wealthiest Giving Them Tax Cuts 

Three Times Greater Than For Working Americans 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Biggest Tax Cuts Benefited The Wealthiest Americans. “The One Big 

Beautiful Bill includes the largest tax cuts in U.S. history. Whether it’s actually ‘beautiful’ is in the eye of 

the beholder.  At every income level taxes should subside. That’s a big selling point from President 

Donald Trump and fellow Republicans who pushed the law through Congress with no Democratic 

support. It will benefit everyone.  But the biggest cuts go to the wealthiest taxpayers – the ones who pay 

the lion’s share of taxes. For most families the savings will be miniscule in comparison, in raw dollars 

and as a share of income. And millions will lose subsidized health insurance and other benefits.  Critics 

see a plan that widens income inequality and, worse, offsets tax cuts for the wealthy with draconian 

spending cuts that hit lower-income households.” [Cronkite News, 7/16/25]  

 

The House-Passed Republican Reconciliation Bill Extended The Tax Cuts And Jobs Act Which 

Skewed In Favor Of The Wealthy By Providing Them Tax Cuts That Were Three Times Greater 

Than For Working Americans. “The tax provisions of the House Republican reconciliation bill double 

down on the failures of the 2017 tax law, which was skewed in favor of the richest people in the country, 

further eroded the nation’s revenue base, and didn’t produce the promised economic gains for working 

people.[1] Instead of changing course and prioritizing people with low and moderate incomes as House 

Republicans’ rhetoric about supporting hard-pressed working families would suggest, the House 

Republican tax bill only offers more of the same. The bill is heavily skewed to the wealthy: Under the 

bill, the top 1 percent of people would receive tax cuts three times the size of those for people with 

incomes in the bottom 60 percent, measured as a share of after-tax income. (See Figure 1.) The top 0.6 

percent of people — the 1.2 million people with annual incomes above $1 million — would receive more 

total tax cuts than the 127 million people with incomes below $100,000. […] The bill extends and 

expands the 2017 tax law’s increase in the estate tax exemption, boosting the cut in estate taxes for the 1 

in 1,000 wealthiest estates to $6.3 million.[3] Next year a couple could pass on an estate worth up to $30 

million tax free, $1.7 million more than under a simple extension of the 2017 law.” [CBPP, 5/22/25] 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://itep.org/megabill-is-on-its-way-to-trump-heres-what-its-tax-changes-mean-for-families-across-the-u-s/
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2025/07/16/donald-trump-big-beautiful-bill-wide-gap-between-winners/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/house-republican-tax-bill-is-skewed-to-wealthy-costs-more-than-extending-2017
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CBS: “Like Penn Wharton, Other Researchers Have Said The Republican Bill Is Likely To Benefit 

Wealthy Americans At The Expense Of People Lower Down The Ladder.” “Like Penn Wharton, 

other researchers have said the Republican bill is likely to benefit wealthy Americans at the expense of 

people lower down the ladder. The measure would likely reduce the financial resources available to the 

lowest-earning 10% of U.S. households by $1,600 per year, or almost 4% of their annual income, 

according to a report published earlier this month by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. White 

House officials have previously questioned the CBO's scoring of the bill. But the highest-earning 10% of 

households would see a gain of $12,000 per year in resources, while middle-income households would 

see a gain of $500 to $1,000, the CBO projected. Its analysis is based on the bill's tax breaks, as well as 

reductions for federal programs and reductions in state funds for safety net programs such as Medicaid 

and food stamps. In considering the impact of higher U.S. debt on future generations, the cost would 

come in the form of lower wages and higher costs, such as more expensive mortgages, Smetters said.” 

[CBS News,  6/26/25] 

 

The Hill: “The Republicans’ ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make The Poorest Americans Even Poorer, 

While Padding The Wallets Of The Highest Earners The Most, According To An Analysis Released 

Monday By Congress’s Budget Arm.”  “The Republicans’ ‘big, beautiful bill’ will make the poorest 

Americans even poorer, while padding the wallets of the highest earners the most, according to an 

analysis released Monday by Congress’s budget arm.  The assessment, conducted by the Congressional 

Budget Office (CBO) at the request of top Democrats, found that the top 10 percent of earners in the 

country will see an average boost of $13,600 per year over the next decade as a direct result of provisions 

in the law, while the bottom 10 percent will see an average annual decrease of $1,200.   The report 

challenges the arguments made by President Trump and other Republicans that the massive domestic 

policy package would benefit workers at all levels of wealth and income. And it’s given fuel to the attacks 

from Democrats that the legislation was, all along, designed to help the wealthiest people at the expense 

of the working poor.” [The Hill, 8/11/25] 

 

• HEADLINE: “Budget Office Says GOP’s ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make Rich Richer, Poor 

Poorer.” [Hill, 8/11/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Corporations A Tax Windfall  

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Cut Corporations Income Taxes, Both 

Foreign And Domestic 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Permanently Reduced The Corporate Tax Rate From 35% To 21%. 

“Provision details: The 2017 TCJA enacted large tax cuts for businesses, especially for large international 

corporations. The headline changes were lowering the corporate tax rate from a maximum of 35 percent 

to 21 percent and moving the United States from a worldwide corporate tax system to a more territorial 

tax base. Despite the comparative lack of focus on corporate and business taxes during the passage of the 

BBB relative to the TCJA, the BBB actually cut international business taxes more than the 2017 TCJA 

did. In particular, the BBB cut taxes on corporations’ foreign profits by $167 billion, while the TCJA’s 

foreign tax changes were deficit-neutral on paper. The TJCA substantially cut taxes on corporations’ 

international profits, incentivizing offshoring to reduce taxes. It was paid for by a one-time “transition 

tax” and the promise that tax rates on offshored profits would be taxed at higher rates in later years. The 

BBB canceled the provisions that promised to better tax foreign profits. This effectively decreases 

corporate tax rates for companies’ foreign operations.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/one-big-beautiful-bill-young-old-wealth-transfer-penn-wharton/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
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The Big Beautiful Bill Cut International Business Taxes More Than The 2017 Trump Tax Cuts 

And Jobs Act, Reducing Taxes On Corporations’ Foreign Profits By $167 Billion. “Provision details: 

The 2017 TCJA enacted large tax cuts for businesses, especially for large international corporations. The 

headline changes were lowering the corporate tax rate from a maximum of 35 percent to 21 percent and 

moving the United States from a worldwide corporate tax system to a more territorial tax base. Despite 

the comparative lack of focus on corporate and business taxes during the passage of the BBB relative to 

the TCJA, the BBB actually cut international business taxes more than the 2017 TCJA did. In particular, 

the BBB cut taxes on corporations’ foreign profits by $167 billion, while the TCJA’s foreign tax changes 

were deficit-neutral on paper. The TJCA substantially cut taxes on corporations’ international profits, 

incentivizing offshoring to reduce taxes. It was paid for by a one-time ‘transition tax’ and the promise that 

tax rates on offshored profits would be taxed at higher rates in later years. The BBB canceled the 

provisions that promised to better tax foreign profits. This effectively decreases corporate tax rates for 

companies’ foreign operations.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Cut Corporate Taxes By $753 Billion Across The Board, And Awarded $61 

Billion In More Generous Business Deductions. “There are $753 billion in broad-based domestic 

business tax cuts in the BBB, similar in inflation-adjusted terms to the $650 billion in business cuts in the 

original TCJA. Many of the business tax cuts in the BBB take the form of cutting taxes on different 

investments, such as on research and development, equipment purchases, and certain manufacturing and 

production structures. The legislation also awarded $61 billion in more generous deductions for business 

debt payments. Who benefits: The benefits of investment incentives, such as those enacted by the BBB, 

are subject to some debate. As discussed, decreasing taxes on corporations and businesses primarily 

benefits the executives and owners of those businesses. On the other hand, tax cuts that are tied to 

increasing investment, as opposed to unrestricted tax cuts tied to profits, can effectively increase 

investment. Provisions like the pass-through business deduction, the international business tax cuts, and 

miscellaneous tax cuts layer benefits on already profitable businesses; but provisions tied to increasing 

investments can have economically beneficial effects.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

Buckhout Supported Tariffs And Defended Trade Policies Claiming The Tariffs Would 

Lead To Lower Prices  

 

2026: Buckhout Supported Tariffs 

 

2026: Buckhout Supported Tariffs. “At a First Congressional District GOP primary debate on Feb. 19, 

held by WNCT, the discussion of tariffs, now made more relevant by the US Supreme Court’s Feb. 20 

decision to strike down President Donald Trump’s emergency authority to implement them, took center 

stage. Of the five candidates vying to challenge Democratic incumbent US Rep. Don Davis in the general 

election, four of them — Laurie Buckhout, a former Army colonel; Asa Buck, the Carteret County 

sheriff; Eric Rouse, a Lenoir County commissioner; and state Sen. Bobby Hanig of Currituck County — 

participated in the debate. […] Laurie Buckhout, who won the Republican primary for the same district in 

2024, kicked off the discussion.  ‘I think that tariffs are a temporary measure to address a trade imbalance 

that previous Democratic presidents have been putting into practice that have put us in a really terrible 

position in terms of tariffing our goods at ridiculous rates while allowing other nations to pour their cheap 

and un-tariffed products into America,’ said Buckhout. ‘It’s time that we level the playing field, and I 

know that President Trump is doing that. And it takes some time to level the playing field; we have been 

playing at a disadvantage for so long.’   Buckhout praised Trump’s success with European countries and 

Canada, calling him a ‘master negotiator.’ She emphasized her belief in staying the course, stating that 

‘we are going to come out on top,’ but it takes some time to get there.” [The Carolina Journal, 2/20/26]  

 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/tariffs-take-center-stage-at-1st-district-gop-primary-debate/
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• Buckhout: “I Think That Tariffs Are A Temporary Measure To Address A Trade Imbalance 

That Previous Democratic Presidents Have Been Putting Into Practice That Have Put Us In A 

Really Terrible Position In Terms Of Tariffing Our Goods At Ridiculous Rates While Allowing 

Other Nations To Pour Their Cheap And Un-Tariffed Products Into America.” “At a First 

Congressional District GOP primary debate on Feb. 19, held by WNCT, the discussion of tariffs, now 

made more relevant by the US Supreme Court’s Feb. 20 decision to strike down President Donald 

Trump’s emergency authority to implement them, took center stage. Of the five candidates vying to 

challenge Democratic incumbent US Rep. Don Davis in the general election, four of them — Laurie 

Buckhout, a former Army colonel; Asa Buck, the Carteret County sheriff; Eric Rouse, a Lenoir 

County commissioner; and state Sen. Bobby Hanig of Currituck County — participated in the debate. 

[…] Laurie Buckhout, who won the Republican primary for the same district in 2024, kicked off the 

discussion. ‘I think that tariffs are a temporary measure to address a trade imbalance that previous 

Democratic presidents have been putting into practice that have put us in a really terrible position in 

terms of tariffing our goods at ridiculous rates while allowing other nations to pour their cheap and 

un-tariffed products into America,’ said Buckhout. ‘It’s time that we level the playing field, and I 

know that President Trump is doing that. And it takes some time to level the playing field; we have 

been playing at a disadvantage for so long.’   Buckhout praised Trump’s success with European 

countries and Canada, calling him a ‘master negotiator.’ She emphasized her belief in staying the 

course, stating that ‘we are going to come out on top,’ but it takes some time to get there.” [The 

Carolina Journal, 2/20/26]  

 

• Buckhout On Tariffs: “It Is About Leveling The Playing Field, And The Folks That I Talk To 

Understand That Sometimes There Has To Be Some Short-Term Pinch In Order To Affect A 

Long-Term Gain And Level The Playing Field So That We Can Have Equality Across Our 

Markets With Regard To Our Crops And Commodities That Are Being Sold.” “Buckhout 

praised Trump’s success with European countries and Canada, calling him a ‘master negotiator.’ She 

emphasized her belief in staying the course, stating that ‘we are going to come out on top,’ but it takes 

some time to get there.  ‘It’s not what I say to farmers, it’s what I hear farmers say to me,’ said 

Buckhout. ‘The farmers that I talk to they tell me that they understand what the president is doing. It 

is about leveling the playing field, and the folks that I talk to understand that sometimes there has to 

be some short-term pinch in order to affect a long-term gain and level the playing field so that we can 

have equality across our markets with regard to our crops and commodities that are being sold.’” [The 

Carolina Journal, 2/20/26] 

 

• Reflector Headline: “GOP Candidates In North Carolina’s 1st Back Trump Tariffs.” [Reflector, 

2/24/26] 

 

Ahead Of The Needs Of Our Farmers  
 

2026: Buckhout’s Message To North Carolina Farmers Suffering From Tariffs Was To Wait For 

Trade Deals To Be Finalized  

 

VIDEO: Buckhout’s Message To North Carolina Farmers Suffering From Tariffs Was To Wait 

Longer For Trade Deals To Be Finalized. MODERATOR: “And this is Buckhout again. We are 

starting with you. What do you say to farmers who feel these policies are hurting their livelihood? You 

have 60 seconds.” BUCKHOUT: “You know, I think that the tariffs are a temporary measure to address a 

trade imbalance that previous Democrat presidents have been putting into practice that have put us in a 

really terrible position in terms of tariffing our goods, it at ridiculous rates, while allowing other nations 

to pour their their cheap and their untariffed products into America, agricultural engineering products and 

all sorts of, you know, household words, etc. It's time that we level the playing field. And I know that 

https://www.carolinajournal.com/tariffs-take-center-stage-at-1st-district-gop-primary-debate/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/tariffs-take-center-stage-at-1st-district-gop-primary-debate/
https://www.reflector.com/news/local/gop-candidates-in-north-carolinas-1st-back-trump-tariffs/article_47b2c969-f9d3-5cac-a7aa-267fcef8bc4c.html
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President Trump is doing that, and it takes some time to level that playing field. We have been playing at 

a disadvantage for so long. I know he's having great successes with European countries. He's had success 

with Canada, and it's something that I believe we need to stay the course to even it out. President Trump 

is a master negotiator, and we're going to come out on top, and it takes a little bit of time to get there.” 

[WNCT NC-01 GOP Candidate Debate, 2:59, 2/19/26] (VIDEO) 

 

• Buckhout Said It Would Take “Some Time” To Level The “Playing Field.” “During Thursday’s 

1st Congressional District debate, three of the four GOP candidates on stage acknowledged the 

financial pain local farmers are feeling. But all four of them supported keeping the tariffs in place, 

saying they trusted Trump’s vision. […] ‘It's time that we level the playing field,’ candidate Laurie 

Buckhout said. ‘And I know that President Trump is doing that, and it takes some time.’” [WRAL 

News, 2/20/26]  

 

2026: Buckhout Said Tariffs Would Lead To Prices Going Down  

 

VIDEO: Buckhout: “The America First Agenda, The Tariffs Are Going To Lead To Prices Going 

Down On The Products That We Need, And Putting Americans Back To Work Are Going To Lead 

To Prices Going Down.” “Thank you. You know there are a couple issues there. Number one, 

government doesn't have a big government, doesn't have a revenue problem, that has a spending problem. 

You have to stop the spending that's bleeding America's dry, and that's taking money out of their pockets 

in terms of taxes, every time you turn around the drill, baby drill, actually getting back to American 

energy, we're beginning to feel the effects of that as gas prices go down that other prices associated with 

products, with transportation, et cetera, those go down. The America first agenda, the tariffs are going to 

lead to prices going down on the products that we need, and putting Americans back to work are going to 

lead to prices going down. So everything that the America first agenda right now is doing is absolutely on 

track. We need to continue on that area, bringing back American energy, bringing back American jobs, 

and making sure that people can keep their money in their pockets, instead of giving it to egregious taxes 

to play to pay for people who are not even citizens.” [WNCT NC-01 GOP Candidate Debate, 16:56, 

2/19/26] (VIDEO) 

 

North Carolina Paid $3.5 Billion In Tariff Costs 

 

2025: North Carolina Paid $3.5 Billion In Tariff Costs Trump Implemented Under The 

International Emergency Economic Powers Act. [Axios, 2/20/26] 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arNvGFvZg3E&t=3s
https://www.wral.com/news/nccapitol/supreme-court-trump-tariffs-north-carolina-senate-house-feb-2026/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arNvGFvZg3E&t=3s
https://www.axios.com/2026/02/20/trump-tariffs-states-refunds
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[Axios, 2/20/26] 

 

• Axios: Trump’s Tariffs Likely Made Goods More Expensive As Businesses Passed Higher Costs 

Onto Everyday Americans. “Roughly $126 billion is now potentially up for grabs after the Supreme 

Court struck down a swath of President Trump's tariffs on Friday, according to the Trade Partnership 

Worldwide. Why it matters: Those tariffs likely made all kinds of stuff more expensive as businesses 

passed higher costs onto everyday Americans, but the ruling now could lead to a chaotic refund 

process — and it's unclear who gets to pocket that cash. […] State of play: The overturned IEEPA 

tariffs mean that billions of dollars are now in limbo across America, according to economic research 

firm Trade Partnership Worldwide, based on trade from February to December 2025.” [Axios, 

2/20/26] 

  

The Reckless Tariff Policy Could Result In $695 Million In Losses And 8,000 Lost Jobs In 

North Carolina As North Carolina Farmers Were Struggling To Sell Their Products 

Overseas Because Of Retaliatory Tariffs Impacting The State’s Agricultural Industry  

 

Tariffs Impacting The Agriculture Industry Could Result In $695 Million In Losses And 8,000 Lost 

Jobs In North Carolina And Put An Industry Responsible For One Sixth Of The State’s Overall 

Income At Risk 

 

Tariffs Impacting The Agriculture Industry Could Result In $695 Million In Losses And 8,000 Lost 

Jobs In North Carolina 

 

The Tariffs Could Result In $695 Million In Losses And 8,000 Lost Jobs In North Carolina. 

“Agriculture in North Carolina, its rural economy, and even the state economy all face considerable risks 

if major trading partners such as China, the European Union, Canada, and Mexico retaliate against the 

U.S. to protest President Donald Trump’s more aggressive trade policy.  This paper attempts to estimate 

the impacts on several crops important to North Carolina’s agriculture industry — and on the economy as 

a whole — of retaliatory tariffs that may result from Trump’s tariff agenda.  To evaluate these impacts, 

the author looks to historical examples to gauge potential economic consequences of large disruptions in 

international trade as well as to estimations in the academic literature of the price sensitivities of certain 

commodities to a drop in exports.  The estimated losses would deal a significant blow to North Carolina’s 

economy. For what seem like plausible reductions in agricultural exports, the potential losses to the 

state’s farming industry included in this paper add up to $695 million. That represents approximately one-

https://www.axios.com/2026/02/20/trump-tariffs-states-refunds
https://www.axios.com/2026/02/20/trump-tariffs-states-refunds
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third of average net farm income in North Carolina.  Such a contraction would lead to a total of roughly 

8,000 lost jobs, both directly in the agriculture industry along with the ripple effects from that lost 

revenue. The job losses would be concentrated in North Carolina’s rural communities.  Factoring in 

indirect effects on the rural economy of North Carolina adds additional estimated revenue losses on the 

order of $1.2 billion. That brings potential total economic losses due to trade policy retaliation to $1.9 

billion, equal to over 2 percent of the gross state product of North Carolina.” [John Locke Foundation, 

How Tariffs Threaten North Carolina Agriculture, by Jeffrey Dorfman, 1/12/26]  

 

• Dorfman: “The Job Losses Would Be Concentrated In North Carolina’s Rural Communities.” 

“Agriculture in North Carolina, its rural economy, and even the state economy all face considerable 

risks if major trading partners such as China, the European Union, Canada, and Mexico retaliate 

against the U.S. to protest President Donald Trump’s more aggressive trade policy.  This paper 

attempts to estimate the impacts on several crops important to North Carolina’s agriculture industry 

— and on the economy as a whole — of retaliatory tariffs that may result from Trump’s tariff 

agenda.  To evaluate these impacts, the author looks to historical examples to gauge potential 

economic consequences of large disruptions in international trade as well as to estimations in the 

academic literature of the price sensitivities of certain commodities to a drop in exports.  The 

estimated losses would deal a significant blow to North Carolina’s economy. For what seem like 

plausible reductions in agricultural exports, the potential losses to the state’s farming industry 

included in this paper add up to $695 million. That represents approximately one-third of average net 

farm income in North Carolina.  Such a contraction would lead to a total of roughly 8,000 lost jobs, 

both directly in the agriculture industry along with the ripple effects from that lost revenue. The job 

losses would be concentrated in North Carolina’s rural communities.  Factoring in indirect effects on 

the rural economy of North Carolina adds additional estimated revenue losses on the order of $1.2 

billion. That brings potential total economic losses due to trade policy retaliation to $1.9 billion, equal 

to over 2 percent of the gross state product of North Carolina.” [John Locke Foundation, How Tariffs 

Threaten North Carolina Agriculture, by Jeffrey Dorfman, 1/12/26]  

 

• Dorfman: Trump’s Tariffs And Trade Policy Retaliation Could Result In An Economic Loss Of 

$1.9 Billion. “Other indirect effects on the state’s rural economy would result in an additional $1.2 

billion in estimated revenue losses, Dorfman wrote. This brings the potential total economic losses as 

a result of trade policy retaliation to $1.9 billion, which is more than 2% of North Carolina’s gross 

state product.  Donald Bryson, CEO of the Locke Foundation, a free-market think tank, said the 

organization commissioned the study because it has become increasingly concerned about the effect 

of recent agricultural policies on the state’s food supply chain.” [NC Newsline, 1/16/26] 

 

• Dorfman Was A Professor Of Agricultural And Resource Economics At North Carolina State. 

“Jeffrey Dorfman is the Hugh C. Kiger Distinguished Professor of Agricultural and Resource 

Economics at North Carolina State University. In this role, he teaches, performs research on the broad 

area of the economics and management of the food industry, and fills an extension role assisting 

growers, industry, and policy makers on topics of pricing, marketing, management, and policy 

issues.” [John Locke Foundation, How Tariffs Threaten North Carolina Agriculture, by Jeffrey 

Dorfman, 1/12/26]  

 

• The Carolina Journal Headline: “Report Warns Tariffs Could Cost NC Farms $700M, 8,000 

Jobs.” [The Carolina Journal, 1/13/26]  

 

North Carolina Chamber: The Agricultural Industry Represented One-Sixth Of North Carolina’s 

Overall Income And Contributed $111 Billion Annually To The State 

 

https://www.johnlocke.org/research/how-tariffs-threaten-north-carolina-agriculture?utm_source=Press+List&utm_campaign=87a2593918-Press+Release%3A+Harvest+on+Hold_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b874deb832-87a2593918-&mc_cid=87a2593918
https://www.johnlocke.org/research/how-tariffs-threaten-north-carolina-agriculture?utm_source=Press+List&utm_campaign=87a2593918-Press+Release%3A+Harvest+on+Hold_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b874deb832-87a2593918-&mc_cid=87a2593918
https://ncnewsline.com/2026/01/16/tariffs-could-wipe-out-nearly-a-third-of-nc-farm-income-new-report-says/
https://www.johnlocke.org/research/how-tariffs-threaten-north-carolina-agriculture?utm_source=Press+List&utm_campaign=87a2593918-Press+Release%3A+Harvest+on+Hold_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b874deb832-87a2593918-&mc_cid=87a2593918
https://www.carolinajournal.com/report-warns-tariffs-could-cost-nc-farms-700m-8000-jobs/
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North Carolina Chamber: The Agricultural Industry Represented One-Sixth Of North Carolina’s 

Overall Income And Contributed $111 Billion Annually To The State. “With a $111 billion annual 

contribution to our state’s economy, agriculture helps drive a major share of North Carolina’s economic 

success — representing one-sixth of our state’s overall income. It is a powerhouse industry that continues 

to be a major employer for the state, providing jobs to 16% of employees in North Carolina.* The NC 

Chamber is proud of our state’s agricultural roots and proud to advocate for policies that support these 

vital industries so that our state’s people, and communities throughout the world, can prosper.” [North 

Carolina Chamber, Agriculture & Agribusiness, accessed 8/5/26]  

 

• North Carolina Chamber: “It Is A Powerhouse Industry That Continues To Be A Major 

Employer For The State, Providing Jobs To 16% Of Employees In North Carolina.” “With a 

$111 billion annual contribution to our state’s economy, agriculture helps drive a major share of 

North Carolina’s economic success — representing one-sixth of our state’s overall income. It is a 

powerhouse industry that continues to be a major employer for the state, providing jobs to 16% of 

employees in North Carolina.* The NC Chamber is proud of our state’s agricultural roots and proud 

to advocate for policies that support these vital industries so that our state’s people, and communities 

throughout the world, can prosper.” [North Carolina Chamber, Agriculture & Agribusiness, accessed 

8/5/26]  

 

North Carolina Farmers Were Struggling To Sell Their Products Overseas As Countries 

Responded To American Trade Policies With Retaliatory Tariffs Putting Billions Of Dollars Worth 

Of Trade At Risk In The State 

 

The United States Raised Tariffs On Foreign Imports To The U.S. Trade Partners Leading To 

Retaliatory Tariffs And A Trade War 

 

NC Newsline: “Over The Past Year, President Donald Trump Has Raised Tariffs On Foreign 

Imports To The U.S. Major Trade Partners Like The European Union, China And Canada 

Imposed Retaliatory Tariffs In Response, Leading To Trade Wars And Increased Prices Across 

The Board.” “Retaliatory tariffs could have harsh economic consequences for North Carolina’s 

agricultural sector, according to a new report from the John Locke Foundation.  Over the past year, 

President Donald Trump has raised tariffs on foreign imports to the U.S. Major trade partners like the 

European Union, China and Canada imposed retaliatory tariffs in response, leading to trade wars and 

increased prices across the board. ‘How Tariffs Threaten North Carolina Agriculture: NC Farmers at 

Risk,’ authored by Jeffrey Dorfman at North Carolina State University, estimates the tariffs could cost the 

state’s farmers about $695 million.  This figure represents roughly a third of average net farm income in 

North Carolina.  ‘Such a contraction would lead to a total of roughly 8,000 lost jobs, both directly in the 

agriculture industry along with the ripple effects from that lost revenue,’ Dorfman wrote. ‘The job losses 

would be concentrated in North Carolina’s rural communities.’” [NC Newsline, 1/16/26]  

 

• NC Newsline Headline: “Tariffs Could Wipe Out Nearly A Third Of NC Farm Income, New 

Report Says.” [NC Newsline, 1/16/26]  

 

13 News: North Carolina Farmers Were Struggling To Sell Their Products Overseas As Countries 

Responds To Trump’s Trade Policies With Retaliatory Tariffs 

 

13 News: North Carolina Farmers Were Struggling To Sell Their Products Overseas As Countries 

Responds To Trump’s Trade Policies With Retaliatory Tariffs. “Tariffs designed to protect American 

manufacturing are having an unintended side effect for North Carolina farmers driving up costs and 

shrinking overseas markets.  On his farm, Mike Jones says the impact is hard to miss.  His tractor, van, 

https://ncchamber.com/issue/agriculture-agribusiness/
https://ncchamber.com/issue/agriculture-agribusiness/
https://ncnewsline.com/2026/01/16/tariffs-could-wipe-out-nearly-a-third-of-nc-farm-income-new-report-says/
https://ncnewsline.com/2026/01/16/tariffs-could-wipe-out-nearly-a-third-of-nc-farm-income-new-report-says/
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and fencing all rely on parts or raw materials sourced from outside the United States. Jones says repair 

parts now cost 20 to 25 percent more than they did a year ago, and even equipment labeled ‘Made in 

America’ often includes materials imported from countries now facing steep tariffs. New research from 

an agriculture professor at North Carolina State University, published through the John Locke 

Foundation, estimates tariffs are costing North Carolina farmers nearly $700 million. The report also 

warns the losses could lead to more than 8,000 jobs disappearing statewide. It’s not just higher costs. 

Farmers are also struggling to sell their products overseas as other countries respond with retaliatory 

tariffs.  ‘When we do broad-based tariffs to every country, those countries retaliate,’ said Donald Bryson 

with the John Locke Foundation. ‘That puts a lot of pressure on North Carolina’s farmers who no longer 

have a market to sell to.’  Jones says many farmers took major financial hits this year.  ‘A lot of them lost 

a lot of money,’ he said.” [13 News, 1/15/26] 

 

• 13 News Now Headline: “Farmers Say Tariffs Are Raising Prices You’ll Eventually Pay.” [13 

News, 1/15/26]  

 

• Washington Post Headline: “Trump’s Tariffs War Is Sparking Uncertainty For North Carolina 

Farmers.” [Washington Post, 4/14/25]  

 

North Carolina Department Of Commerce: Trade Was Critical To North Carolina’s Economy And 

Accounted For Nearly $43 Billion In Export Revenue And $88 Billion In Imported Products For 

North Carolina’s Economy 

 

North Carolina Department Of Commerce: Trade Was Critical To North Carolina’s Economy. 

“Trade is critical to North Carolina's economy – accounting for nearly $43 billion in export revenue and 

$88 billion in imported products and materials. Trade relationships with China, Mexico, Canada, and the 

European Union are particularly important for our state. Increased tariffs on our imports and exports will 

have immediate impacts on NC consumers, businesses, and ultimately jobs. Sectors such as 

pharmaceuticals, transportation equipment, electronics, and machinery are especially exposed due to their 

reliance on global supply chains.  Tariff policies on U.S. imports may have implications for domestic 

manufacturing. As the U.S.’s 8th largest state in manufacturing GDP, North Carolina would be positioned 

to experience shifts related to potential industry reshoring or growth. However, reestablishing new 

manufacturing capacity involves long-term investments in facilities, workforce, and supply chains. These 

shifts may also coincide with ongoing trends in automation and advanced manufacturing (Industry 4.0), 

where companies across the industry are increasingly adopting robotics, AI, and relying on a more 

specialized, high-skilled workers These trends present both opportunities and challenges for education 

and workforce development systems as they adapt to evolving labor market needs.  As national trade 

policies evolve, North Carolina's economic future will depend on how effectively businesses, workers, 

and communities adapt to shifting global markets. Understanding these trade dynamics is essential for 

anyone concerned with the state's economic resilience and long-term prosperity.” [North Carolina 

Department Of Commerce, 4/14/25]  

 

• Trade Accounted For Nearly $43 Billion In Export Revenue And $88 Billion In Imported 

Products For North Carolina’s Economy. “Trade is critical to North Carolina's economy – 

accounting for nearly $43 billion in export revenue and $88 billion in imported products and 

materials. Trade relationships with China, Mexico, Canada, and the European Union are particularly 

important for our state. Increased tariffs on our imports and exports will have immediate impacts on 

NC consumers, businesses, and ultimately jobs. Sectors such as pharmaceuticals, transportation 

equipment, electronics, and machinery are especially exposed due to their reliance on global supply 

chains.  Tariff policies on U.S. imports may have implications for domestic manufacturing. As the 

U.S.’s 8th largest state in manufacturing GDP, North Carolina would be positioned to experience 

shifts related to potential industry reshoring or growth. However, reestablishing new manufacturing 

https://www.13newsnow.com/article/money/economy/tariffs/tariffs-impact-north-carolina-farmers-john-locke-foundation/83-7984e68b-8271-4c26-87d9-c7678d7b88c0
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/money/economy/tariffs/tariffs-impact-north-carolina-farmers-john-locke-foundation/83-7984e68b-8271-4c26-87d9-c7678d7b88c0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/04/14/north-carolina-farmers-trump-tariffs-us-exports/
https://www.commerce.nc.gov/news/the-lead-feed/international-trade-nc
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capacity involves long-term investments in facilities, workforce, and supply chains. These shifts may 

also coincide with ongoing trends in automation and advanced manufacturing (Industry 4.0), where 

companies across the industry are increasingly adopting robotics, AI, and relying on a more 

specialized, high-skilled workers These trends present both opportunities and challenges for 

education and workforce development systems as they adapt to evolving labor market needs.  As 

national trade policies evolve, North Carolina's economic future will depend on how effectively 

businesses, workers, and communities adapt to shifting global markets. Understanding these trade 

dynamics is essential for anyone concerned with the state's economic resilience and long-term 

prosperity.” [North Carolina Department Of Commerce, 4/14/25]  

 

China Did Not Agree To Buy U.S. Flue-Cured Tobacco Because Of The Trade War, Which 

Threatened North Carolina’s Economy As The Country’s Largest Tobacco Producer With 

Over 800 Tobacco Farms That Generated $557 Million In Revenue And Employed 5,000 

Workers  

 

China Did Not Agree To Buy The 2025 American Flue-Cured Tobacco Crop And Delayed Or 

Refused To Pay For Purchased 2024 Tobacco Leaf Because Of Tariffs 

 

2025: China Tobacco International Notified U.S. Suppliers They Would Not Purchase The American 

Flue-Cured Tobacco 2025 Crop 

 

2025: China Tobacco International Notified U.S. Suppliers They Would Not Purchase The 

American Flue-Cured Tobacco 2025 Crop. “North Carolina’s flue-cured tobacco sector is staring at a 

volatile harvest season as U.S.-China trade tensions shift month to month and buyers reassess 2025 

contracts.  China Tobacco International has notified suppliers it will not purchase flue-cured tobacco from 

the 2025 crop — the same crop farmers are currently harvesting — citing uncertainty related to the 

unstable geopolitical landscape, particularly tariffs.  The cancellation, effective Tuesday, was confirmed 

to North State Journal by N.C. Agribusiness Council President Jeffrey Lee.  ‘It’s the whole entire flue-

cured tobacco belt,’ Lee said. ‘Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia.’  President Donald 

Trump has used tariffs as a bargaining chip against other nations in an effort to lessen levies on American 

goods. The Trump administration has engaged in back-and-forth negotiations with China that have led to 

a 10% increase on Chinese goods, but proposed stiffer tariffs have been paused multiple times as the two 

nations discuss a trade deal.” [North State Journal, 8/21/25] 

 

• North State Journal Headline: “NC Tobacco Farmers Face Uncertainty As China Cancels 

Contracts.” [North State Journal, 8/21/25] 

 

2025: China Did Not Agree To Buy American Flue-Cure Tobacco Because Of The Trade War. “A 

major industry in North Carolina remains on edge after an agriculture deal between the U.S. and China 

last week did not include tobacco. Triple B Farms in eastern North Carolina is one piece of a critical 

industry in North Carolina. Sixty percent of all U.S. tobacco production is from the state.  But this 

summer, Brandon Batten suffered a blow when China announced it would not purchase flue-cured 

tobacco in the 2025 crop.  ‘It’s put an incredible amount of downward pressure on the price,’ Batten said. 

‘Anywhere from 20 to 25% off of where we expected to be.’  China is the leading international buyer of 

American flue-cured tobacco, which is used to make cigarettes, so losing it was a big deal.  ‘The 

assumption is that it was all to have leverage in their meeting with President Trump on tariffs,’ said N.C. 

State agriculture professor Jeffrey Dorfman. ‘And that’s the same reason they stopped buying soybeans.’” 

[Spectrum Local News, 11/4/25] 

 

https://www.commerce.nc.gov/news/the-lead-feed/international-trade-nc
https://nsjonline.com/article/2025/08/nc-tobacco-farmers-face-uncertainty-as-china-cancels-contracts/
https://nsjonline.com/article/2025/08/nc-tobacco-farmers-face-uncertainty-as-china-cancels-contracts/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nc/charlotte/news/2025/11/04/tobacco-farming-trade-china-trump
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U.S. Lawmakers Highlighted That Chinese Buyers Delayed Or Refused To Pay For Purchased 2024 

Tobacco Leaf In Response To The Trade War With China 

 

U.S. Lawmakers Highlighted That Chinese Buyers Delayed Or Refused To Pay For Purchased 2024 

Tobacco Leaf In Response To The Trade War With China.  “On Oct 28, Sen. Ted Budd, R-NC, 

joined Rep. David Rouzer, R-CD07, in leading a bipartisan effort in Congress to urge President Donald 

Trump to prioritize flue-cured tobacco in his upcoming meeting with Chinese President Xi 

Jinping.   China is the leading international purchaser of American flue-cured tobacco. Farmers were 

recently notified that China will not buy flue-cured tobacco from the 2025 crop, a move widely seen as an 

attempt to gain leverage in ongoing trade negotiations with the United States. This decision leaves 

approximately 65 million pounds of tobacco without a buyer, resulting in an estimated $220 million in 

lost export value.  ‘Chinese buyers have delayed or refused to pay for purchased 2024 tobacco leaf, 

including the refusal of shipments from earlier this year,’ wrote lawmakers. ‘The impact on rural 

communities will be devastating, forcing growers out of tobacco production and threatening the stability 

of other crops, which depend on tobacco revenues to keep production going. Global competitors such as 

Brazil and India will quickly fill the gap, displacing U.S. farmers. We urge you to remedy China’s trade 

practices and ensure our growers maintain this important market.’” [The Carolina Journal, 10/29/25]  

 

North Carolina Was Number One Tobacco Producer In The United States Accounting For Over 

Half Of U.S. Flue-Cured Tobacco 

 

North Carolina Produced More Than Half Of All U.S. Flue-Cured Tobacco. “North Carolina’s flue-

cured tobacco sector is staring at a volatile harvest season as U.S.-China trade tensions shift month to 

month and buyers reassess 2025 contracts.  China Tobacco International has notified suppliers it will not 

purchase flue-cured tobacco from the 2025 crop — the same crop farmers are currently harvesting — 

citing uncertainty related to the unstable geopolitical landscape, particularly tariffs.  The cancellation, 

effective Tuesday, was confirmed to North State Journal by N.C. Agribusiness Council President Jeffrey 

Lee. […] The tobacco decision threatens to eliminate approximately $220 million in export value and 

diminish farm output by 65 million pounds, a hit that could push many farmers out of tobacco 

production.  North Carolina produces more than half of all U.S. flue-cured tobacco, so any disruption 

would affect the state.  […] ‘Without the Chinese market, many farmers may have no choice but to 

abandon tobacco or even exit agriculture altogether,’ said Brooks Barnes, a third-generation tobacco 

farmer in Lucama. ‘This is a decision I hope I am not forced to make.’” [North State Journal, 8/21/25] 

 

The Carolina Journal: North Carolina Was Number One Tobacco Producer In The United States 

Accounting For 60% Of U.S. Tobacco. “North Carolina, the nation’s leader in tobacco exports, could 

face economic fallout from the Trump administration’s recent tariff increases, which have set off a 

spiraling trade war. North Carolina produces 260.1 million pounds of tobacco annually, accounting for 

60% of US tobacco production and making North Carolina the No. 1 producer in the nation.  ‘I know 

tobacco growers are busy planting their crops now to honor the 2025 contracts they have in place with 

China,’ Steve Troxler, commissioner of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services (NCDA&CS) told the Carolina Journal. ‘In the meantime, we continue to monitor these trade 

negotiations very closely, waiting to see what the outcome will be because it is a very fluid situation. 

Going back to the last trade negotiations that were initiated, the president was very good about helping 

farmers who had adverse effects. In fact, he was the first president in a very long time who included 

tobacco.’” [The Carolina Journal, 4/22/25] 

 

And Coastal Communities. 

 

https://www.carolinajournal.com/budd-and-rouzer-urge-trump-to-protect-nc-tobacco-farmers/
https://nsjonline.com/article/2025/08/nc-tobacco-farmers-face-uncertainty-as-china-cancels-contracts/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/the-impact-of-trade-war-on-nc-tobacco/
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Buckhout Supported Trump’s Cuts To FEMA Disaster Relief  

 

Buckhout Supported Trump’s Efforts To “Drastically Reduce The Amount Of Money Given To 

North Carolina For Hurricane Helene Response” And Said FEMA’s Responsibilities Should Be 

Pushed Down To The States. “Questioned about the future of the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency, the candidates had mixed answers on its role in the future. Under Trump, FEMA has drastically 

reduced the amount of money given to North Carolina for Hurricane Helene response and other work. 

Buckhout said that’s probably how it should be for all emergencies in the future, with states picking up 

more of their own costs rather than the federal government. ‘Pushing FEMA responsibilities down to the 

states is a very important thing to consider,’ she said. ‘I think that's right in line with the America First 

agenda.’” [WRAL, 2/19/26] 

 

March 2025: The Trump Administration Canceled $226 Million In FEMA Grants To North 

Carolina. “In DePue, Ill., sewage will keep backing up into people's basements when there's heavy rain. 

In Rising Sun, Md., a mobile home park that has already flooded six times will remain in harm's way. 

And in Kamiah, Idaho, houses won't get upgrades that would protect them from wildfires These rural 

communities were awarded grants from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to fix 

long-standing infrastructure problems, and they expected funding to be delivered this year. But last 

month, the Trump administration canceled their grants and hundreds of others, including ones that had 

already been promised but not yet paid out. Since 2020, FEMA has awarded about $4.6 billion to 

communities across the U.S. through a program known as Building Resilient Infrastructure and 

Communities (BRIC). The goal was to help local, state and tribal governments protect residents from 

future disasters such as floods, wildfires, tornadoes and hurricanes.” [NPR, 5/1/25] 

 

 
[NPR, 5/1/25] 

 

Laurie Buckhout Message #2 Backup 
 

Buckhout supports policies that paid for tax cuts for out-of-state millionaires by closing rural hospitals 

and kicking families off healthcare and food assistance. 

 

Buckhout Supports Policies That Paid For Tax Cuts For Out-Of-State Millionaires 

 

https://www.wral.com/news/nccapitol/republican-nc-house-primary-debate-don-davis-feb-2026/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/01/nx-s1-5359452/trump-disaster-funding-cuts-fema-bric
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/01/nx-s1-5359452/trump-disaster-funding-cuts-fema-bric
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Buckhout Supported The Big Beautiful Bill 

 

April 2026: Buckhout Said The One Big Beautiful Bill “Delivered” For North Carolina 

Communities. “Don Davis voted NO on funding for Eastern North Carolina in the One Big Beautiful 

Bill. Republicans passed it anyway and delivered for our communities. Now Davis is trying to claim 

credit. You can’t vote against your district in Washington and pretend you fought for it back home. 

Eastern North Carolinians see right through his charade.” [Twitter, Laurie Buckhout, 4/10/26] 

 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave One Trillion In Tax Breaks To The Ultra-Wealthy At The 

Expense Of Working Families 

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave The Top 1% Wealthiest 

Americans $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts  

 

Center For American Progress: The Big Beautiful Bill Delivered $1 Trillion In Tax Cuts To The 

Top 1% While Cutting $1.1 Trillion From SNAP, Medicaid, And Other Safety Net Programs. 

“Overall, the BBB cuts taxes by $4.5 trillion over the next decade, primarily with $2.3 trillion of 

provisions that deliver most of their benefits to the richest 10 percent of Americans by income, according 

to new analysis of JCT data by the Center for American Progress. Within that, the BBB delivers $1 

trillion in tax cuts to the top 1 percent while cutting more than $1.1 trillion from the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, and other health programs used by the poorest 

Americans.” [Center for American Progress, 11/20/25] 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Give The Richest 

1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The House-Passed Reconciliation Bill Would Give The 

Richest 1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026. “The House of Representatives today 

narrowly passed a massive tax and spending reconciliation bill that now heads to President Trump’s desk. 

Please see below for a statement from ITEP and our latest updated analysis of how the bill’s tax 

provisions will affect families at different income levels nationally and in every state. […] The richest 1 

percent of Americans would receive a total of $117 billion in net tax cuts in 2026. The middle 20 percent 

of taxpayers on the income scale, a group that has 20 times the number of taxpayers as the richest 1 

https://x.com/lauriebuckhout/status/2031435761707298937
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/7-ways-the-big-beautiful-bill-cuts-taxes-for-the-rich/
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percent, would receive less than half that much, $53 billion in net tax cuts that year.” [Institute on 

Taxation and Economic Policy, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Biggest Tax Cuts Benefited The Wealthiest Giving Them Tax Cuts 

Three Times Greater Than For Working Americans 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Biggest Tax Cuts Benefited The Wealthiest Americans. “The One Big 

Beautiful Bill includes the largest tax cuts in U.S. history. Whether it’s actually ‘beautiful’ is in the eye of 

the beholder.  At every income level taxes should subside. That’s a big selling point from President 

Donald Trump and fellow Republicans who pushed the law through Congress with no Democratic 

support. It will benefit everyone.  But the biggest cuts go to the wealthiest taxpayers – the ones who pay 

the lion’s share of taxes. For most families the savings will be miniscule in comparison, in raw dollars 

and as a share of income. And millions will lose subsidized health insurance and other benefits.  Critics 

see a plan that widens income inequality and, worse, offsets tax cuts for the wealthy with draconian 

spending cuts that hit lower-income households.” [Cronkite News, 7/16/25]  

 

The House-Passed Republican Reconciliation Bill Extended The Tax Cuts And Jobs Act Which 

Skewed In Favor Of The Wealthy By Providing Them Tax Cuts That Were Three Times Greater 

Than For Working Americans. “The tax provisions of the House Republican reconciliation bill double 

down on the failures of the 2017 tax law, which was skewed in favor of the richest people in the country, 

further eroded the nation’s revenue base, and didn’t produce the promised economic gains for working 

people.[1] Instead of changing course and prioritizing people with low and moderate incomes as House 

Republicans’ rhetoric about supporting hard-pressed working families would suggest, the House 

Republican tax bill only offers more of the same. The bill is heavily skewed to the wealthy: Under the 

bill, the top 1 percent of people would receive tax cuts three times the size of those for people with 

incomes in the bottom 60 percent, measured as a share of after-tax income. (See Figure 1.) The top 0.6 

percent of people — the 1.2 million people with annual incomes above $1 million — would receive more 

total tax cuts than the 127 million people with incomes below $100,000. […] The bill extends and 

expands the 2017 tax law’s increase in the estate tax exemption, boosting the cut in estate taxes for the 1 

in 1,000 wealthiest estates to $6.3 million.[3] Next year a couple could pass on an estate worth up to $30 

million tax free, $1.7 million more than under a simple extension of the 2017 law.” [CBPP, 5/22/25] 

 

CBS: “Like Penn Wharton, Other Researchers Have Said The Republican Bill Is Likely To Benefit 

Wealthy Americans At The Expense Of People Lower Down The Ladder.” “Like Penn Wharton, 

other researchers have said the Republican bill is likely to benefit wealthy Americans at the expense of 

people lower down the ladder. The measure would likely reduce the financial resources available to the 

lowest-earning 10% of U.S. households by $1,600 per year, or almost 4% of their annual income, 

according to a report published earlier this month by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. White 

House officials have previously questioned the CBO's scoring of the bill. But the highest-earning 10% of 

households would see a gain of $12,000 per year in resources, while middle-income households would 

see a gain of $500 to $1,000, the CBO projected. Its analysis is based on the bill's tax breaks, as well as 

reductions for federal programs and reductions in state funds for safety net programs such as Medicaid 

and food stamps. In considering the impact of higher U.S. debt on future generations, the cost would 

come in the form of lower wages and higher costs, such as more expensive mortgages, Smetters said.” 

[CBS News,  6/26/25] 

 

The Hill: “The Republicans’ ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make The Poorest Americans Even Poorer, 

While Padding The Wallets Of The Highest Earners The Most, According To An Analysis Released 

Monday By Congress’s Budget Arm.”  “The Republicans’ ‘big, beautiful bill’ will make the poorest 

Americans even poorer, while padding the wallets of the highest earners the most, according to an 

https://itep.org/megabill-is-on-its-way-to-trump-heres-what-its-tax-changes-mean-for-families-across-the-u-s/
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2025/07/16/donald-trump-big-beautiful-bill-wide-gap-between-winners/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/house-republican-tax-bill-is-skewed-to-wealthy-costs-more-than-extending-2017
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/one-big-beautiful-bill-young-old-wealth-transfer-penn-wharton/
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analysis released Monday by Congress’s budget arm.  The assessment, conducted by the Congressional 

Budget Office (CBO) at the request of top Democrats, found that the top 10 percent of earners in the 

country will see an average boost of $13,600 per year over the next decade as a direct result of provisions 

in the law, while the bottom 10 percent will see an average annual decrease of $1,200.   The report 

challenges the arguments made by President Trump and other Republicans that the massive domestic 

policy package would benefit workers at all levels of wealth and income. And it’s given fuel to the attacks 

from Democrats that the legislation was, all along, designed to help the wealthiest people at the expense 

of the working poor.” [The Hill, 8/11/25] 

 

• HEADLINE: “Budget Office Says GOP’s ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make Rich Richer, Poor 

Poorer.” [Hill, 8/11/25]  

 

By Closing Rural Hospitals  

 

Rural Health Clinics Closed Across The Country Citing The Big Beautiful Bill’s Health 

Care Cuts  

 

St. Mary’s Sacred Heart Hospital In Lavonia, Georgia Announced It Was Closing Its Obstetric 

Ward As A Result Of The Big Beautiful Bill’s Medicaid Cuts. “In October, St Mary’s Sacred Heart 

hospital in rural Lavonia, Georgia, became one of the first hospitals to close its obstetric ward as a result 

of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. Mary’s Sacred Heart hospital has long struggled with a physician 

shortage and what a spokesperson called ‘changing demographics’, but ‘the Medicaid cuts solidified our 

decision’, the spokesperson said in an email.” [Guardian, 11/21/25] 

 

Curtis Medical Center In Nebraska Announced It Would Close In Light Of The Big Beautiful Bill’s 

Medicaid Cuts. “Community Hospital in McCook has announced the impending closure of Curtis 

Medical Center, citing financial difficulties and uncertainty over future federal funding as key factors in 

the decision. The exact date for the closure has not been set. Curtis Medical Center has been a cornerstone 

of healthcare in the Curtis community and surrounding areas for over 30 years, offering essential services 

to families, students, and individuals in this rural region. The decision to close the facility follows a 

thorough evaluation of financial sustainability and resource allocation. […] ‘We are deeply grateful to the 

Curtis community for their unwavering support and trust over 30 years. This clinic has been a vital part of 

our mission to deliver quality healthcare close to home. Unfortunately, the current financial environment, 

driven by anticipated federal budget cuts to Medicaid, has made it impossible for us to continue operating 

all of our services, many of which have faced significant financial challenges for years. We remain 

committed to supporting our patients through this transition and ensuring continuity of care.’” [NTV, 

7/2/25] 

 

Augusta Medical Group Announced The Closure And Consolidation Of Three Clinics In The 

Shenandoah Valley In Response To The Big Beautiful Bill. “Augusta Medical Group has announced 

the consolidation of three practice locations as part of its ongoing commitment to delivering consistent, 

high-quality care while adapting to the evolving needs of the community. After thorough consideration, 

Augusta Medical Group has decided to consolidate Weyers Cave Urgent Care, Buena Vista Primary Care, 

and Churchville Primary Care. Patients from these locations will be transitioned to nearby practices, 

ensuring improved access to regular care. […] The consolidation is also part of Augusta Health’s ongoing 

response to the One Big Beautiful Bill Act and the resulting realities for healthcare delivery.” [Augusta 

Health Press Release, 9/4/25] 

 

https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/nov/20/hospitals-shutdown-trump-healthcare-cuts
https://nebraska.tv/news/local/curtis-medical-center-to-close-amid-financial-challenges
https://www.augustahealth.com/2025/09/augusta-medical-group-announces-a-consolidation-of-locations-to-improve-consistent-care/
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NC Department Of Health And Human Services: North Carolina Would Lose $50 Billion 

Over Ten Years From The Big Beautiful Bill 

 

NCDHHS: North Carolina Was Projected To Lose $50 Billion In Medicaid Funding, Which Would 

Disproportionately Affect Rural North Carolinians. “The North Carolina Department of Health and 

Human Services announced today it will begin preparing to submit its application to receive funding from 

the Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP). The program is part of H.R. 1, a federal bill signed 

into law by President Trump in July to address rural health concerns due to federal cuts to the Medicaid 

program. NCDHHS has created a website with a link for providers to give feedback now on what should 

be considered for North Carolina’s application and will host several opportunities for partner 

organizations to provide input for the state’s RHTP application in the coming months. The Medicaid 

program will see cuts resulting in approximately $1 trillion in losses nationwide in the next 10 years due 

to H.R. 1, including $49.9 billion in North Carolina, and these cuts will disproportionately impact people 

who live in rural communities. NCDHHS works to create a healthier state for everyone who calls this 

state home, including the more than 3 million people in rural North Carolina.” [NCDHHS, 8/14/25] 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Failed To Help Reopen A Struggling Eastern North Carolina 

Hospital 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill’s $50 Billion Rural Health Fund Could Not Help Reopen A Closed Martin 

County Hospital. "The local hospital had closed a year before Sears' death, leaving behind a gutted 

healthcare system. Martin County does not have paramedics on its ambulances, and it can be 20 miles or 

more to the closest — and often overcrowded — emergency rooms. The healthcare gaps in Martin 

County illustrate the finite reach of a $50 billion rural health fund that Republicans crafted to strengthen 

support for President Trump's signature tax and spending measure, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, last 

year. Though the cash has not been doled out, Republican candidates in competitive midterm elections — 

including the closely watched battle for the congressional district that encompasses Martin County — are 

casting the fund as a lifeline that will shore up critical rural health services across America.” [NPR, 

5/22/26] 

 

Martin County Was Ineligible To Receive Rural Health Fund Money Because Its Hospital Was 

Closed And Trying To Reopen, But The Fund Could Only Appropriate Money To Open Hospitals. 

“The money has been highly anticipated in North Carolina, where most residents live in rural counties. 

Pierce, a Republican who blames county officials for the hospital closure, said she has faith Trump will 

help them. "Old man's doing his job up in there,’ she said. On paper, Martin County — home to about 

22,000 people — looks like a top contender to receive at least some of the $213 million that's been 

earmarked for North Carolina. Yet County Manager Drew Batts said it won't be the answer for his 

residents. […] Martin County won't get direct relief from Trump's rural health fund — because its 

hospital isn't open. North Carolina is distributing the money among existing health and social service 

organizations. Plus, federal regulators set limits on how much can be spent on construction and building 

renovations.” [NPR, 5/22/26] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Projected To Cut Nearly $30 Million In Revenue To 

Hospitals In NC-01 

 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, Hospitals In NC-01 Were Projected To Lose $28,351,907 As A 

Result Of Medicaid Cuts. [Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 

7/8/25] 

 

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/2025/08/14/north-carolina-apply-rural-health-transformation-program
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/22/nx-s1-5821038/rural-health-hospitals-50-billion-big-beautiful-bill-obbba
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/22/nx-s1-5821038/rural-health-hospitals-50-billion-big-beautiful-bill-obbba
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
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Projected Cuts To NC-01 Hospital Revenue From Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Hospital City Projected Cut To Hospital 

Revenue 

MARIA PARHAM MEDICAL CENTER HENDERSON  $774,351  

GRANVILLE MEDICAL CENTER OXFORD  $2,036,867  

NASH HOSPITALS INC ROCKY MOUNT  $6,973,933  

HALIFAX REGIONAL MEDICAL 

CENTER INC ROANOKE RAPIDS  $2,121,412  

EAST CAROLINA HEALTH - 

HERITAGE INC TARBORO  $2,290,095  

MARTIN GENERAL HOSPITAL WILLIAMSTON  $251,861  

SENTARA ALBEMARLE REGL MED 

CTR LLC ELIZABETH CITY  $3,322,971  

EAST CAROLINA HEALTH AHOSKIE  $2,049,879  

EAST CAROLINA HEALTH - 

CHOWAN INC EDENTON  $1,685,800  

EAST CAROLINA HEALTH-BERTIE WINDSOR  $470,213  

CAROLINA EAST MEDICAL CENTER NEW BERN $5,949,954 

CARTERET COUNTY GENERAL 

HOSPITAL MOREHEAD CITY $424,571 

Total: $28,351,907 

[Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 7/8/25] 

 

And Kicking Families Off Healthcare And Food Assistance. 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Estimated To Kick Nearly 42,000 People In NC-01 Off 

Their Health Insurance 

 

September 2025: The Joint Economic Committee Minority Estimated 41,781 People In North 

Carolina’s 1st Congressional District Would Lose Health Insurance By 2034 Due To Congressional 

Republicans’ Cuts To Medicaid And The ACA. “According to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget 

Office (CBO)’s most recent analysis, President Trump and Congressional Republicans’ cuts to Medicaid 

and the Affordable Care Act (ACA) would result in 16 million people losing their health insurance by 

2034. Using CBO’s analysis released June 4 and other research, the Joint Economic Committee – 

Minority calculated new estimates of the number of people who would lose health insurance.” [Joint 

Economic Committee Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

NC-01: Health Insurance Losses From Cuts To Medicaid And The Affordable Care Act 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Est. Number of People Losing 

Affordable Care Act Coverage 

Est. Number of People 

Losing Medicaid Coverage 

Est. Total Number of 

People Losing Insurance 

17,000 24,781 41,781 

[Joint Economic Committee Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest SNAP Cuts In History, Threatening Food 

Assistance For More Than 60,000 Households In NC-01 

 

https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
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Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest SNAP Cuts In The 

Program’s History 

 

Center For American Progress: “The Senate Has Released Its Version Of The One Big Beautiful 

Bill Act, Which Would Enact The Largest Cut To The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) In The Program’s History According To Center For American Progress Estimates.” “The 

Senate has released its version of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which would enact the largest cut to the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in the program’s history according to Center for 

American Progress estimates. Despite the proposal cutting less than the House-passed version’s nearly 

$300 billion in cuts, it is even more extreme than the House version in some key aspects. Moreover, this 

legislation comes at a time when food insecurity is rising across all 50 states, reaching levels not seen 

since 2014.” [Center for American Progress, 6/26/25]  

 

• Axios: “The Bill Would Reduce Nutrition Funding, Which Includes SNAP, By Around $186 Billion 

Between 2025 And 2034.” “By the numbers: The bill would reduce nutrition funding, which includes 

SNAP, by around $186 billion between 2025 and 2034. While analyst's projections have fluctuated as the 

legislation's provisions are tweaked, analysts have indicated millions of people could be cut from SNAP 

under the work requirement provisions.” [Axios, 7/3/25] 

 

● HEADLINE: “House Reconciliation Bill Proposes Deepest SNAP Cut In History, Would Take 

Food Assistance Away From Millions of Low-Income Families.” [Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities, 5/28/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Cut SNAP By Around $186 Billion. President Trump's massive tax 

and spending bill, which is advancing through the House after surviving its Republican push through the 

Senate, would slash food benefits for thousands. The big picture: It would mark a historic cut to the social 

safety net that Republicans claim weeds out waste, fraud and abuse — but experts say the restructuring of 

assistance programs could leave more people hungry and uninsured. […] By the numbers: The bill would 

reduce nutrition funding, which includes SNAP, by around $186 billion between 2025 and 2034.  [Axios, 

7/3/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Risked Food Assistance For 60,848 Households In NC-01 

 

According To The U.S. Department Of Agriculture, 60,848 Households Participated In 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) In NC-01. [USDA, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

 
 

Laurie Buckhout Message #3 Backup 
 

Buckhout is a recent transplant to Eastern North Carolina. She bought one of the most expensive houses 

in Chowan County and then turned around to run for Congress out of self-ambition. 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-one-big-beautiful-bills-snap-cuts-would-strain-food-banks-amid-rising-food-insecurity/
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/03/trump-big-beautiful-bill-snap
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/house-reconciliation-bill-proposes-deepest-snap-cut-in-history-would-take
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/03/trump-big-beautiful-bill-snap
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data-research/data-visualization/snap-community-characteristics-congressional-district-dashboard
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Buckhout Is A Recent Transplant To ENC, She Bought One Of The Most Expensive 

Houses In Chowan County And Then Turned Around To Run For Congress Out Of 

Self-Ambition. 

 

Buckhout Bought A House Worth Over $2 Million In Chowan County, NC  

 

2026: Buckhout Owned A House In Edenton, NC Which Was Assessed At A Value Of $2,419,836. 

[Chowan County Property Search, accessed 8/5/26] 

 
[Chowan County Property Search, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

• 2026: The Median Housing Price In Edenton, NC Was $274,100. [Census Reporter, accessed 

8/5/26] 

 

http://taxonline.chowancountync.email/itsnet/View.aspx?prid=2023604
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US3720120-edenton-nc/
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[Census Reporter, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Per Capita Income In Edenton, NC Was $27,922, And Median Household Income Stood At $38,417. 

[Census Reporter, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

 
[Census Reporter, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

60% Of Children In Edenton, NC Lived In Poverty. [Census Reporter, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

 
[Census Reporter, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

Buckhout’s Home Description On Zillow: “A Private Putting Green, Saltwater Pool, And A 192' 

Pier With Boatlift, Jet Ski Lift And A Boathouse Are But A Few Distinguishing Features Of This 

Exquisite Offering.” “Antique pine floors, 12' ceilings, mahogany doors, 5 fireplaces, double porches on 

both sides, a private putting green, saltwater pool, and a 192' pier with boatlift, jet ski lift and a boathouse 

are but a few distinguishing features of this exquisite offering. Built with incredible attention to detail and 

in pristine condition, this fine property presents a rare combination of privacy & proximity to downtown 

Edenton.” [Zillow, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US3720120-edenton-nc/
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US3720120-edenton-nc/
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US3720120-edenton-nc/
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US3720120-edenton-nc/
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US3720120-edenton-nc/
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/210-Blair-Ct-Edenton-NC-27932/233555002_zpid/?
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Buckhout’s Home Was Valued At $2.94 Million. [Zillow, accessed 8/5/26] 

 

 
 

Buckhout Made Clear Her Desire To Run For Congress Had More To Do With Her Than 

Serving Eastern North Carolinians 

 

Buckhout: “I Ran Because My Husband Looked At Me And Said, Honey, You Need A Job” 

 

VIDEO: Buckhout: “I Ran Because My Husband Looked At Me And Said Honey You Need A Job. 

And I Said, I Know What That Job Is, I Need To Go To Congress. I Need To Fight For You.” “I ran 

because my husband looked at me and said honey you need a job. And I said, I know what that job is, I 

need to go to Congress. I need to fight for you. I'm the one that's going to beat Don Davis. I’m trusted by 

Trump.  This whole last year I’ve been serving as his assistant secretary of war for cyber. And then I 

came back here to fight. I don't quit. I’ve come back to fight again and again and again because I love it. 

I'm excited about this. I’m looking forward to fighting for you. I don't back down from a place and this is 

a fight that matters. Thank you.” [Pasquotank GOP House Candidate Forum, 0:00, 2/10/26] (VIDEO)  

 

Buckhout’s Rivals For The GOP Nomination Repeatedly Emphasized Buckhout Was 

Solely Interested In Washington, D.C. 

 

Sheriff Asa Buck: “Laurie Buckhout Is All About Washington, D.C., And Not Eastern North 

Carolina 

 

VIDEO: Asa Buck: “Laurie Buckhout Talks Nothing But Washington, DC.” “AB: I’m not afraid. I'm 

not afraid to fight for the people of eastern North Carolina. And you talk about fighting for the people of 

eastern North Carolina. But when you call somebody that you've never even had a conversation with, you 

tell them three times in the first phone conversation that you're not excited about running. You're excited 

about me running. And then you go on to proceed to tell me that politics is an ecosystem is basically its 

own its own business. You employ hundreds of people just by running for Congress. When you say is all 

about giving up control and just as soon as you learn to do that, things went a lot more smoothly for you. 

And then you tried to get me to hire your campaign folks. The same ones that helped you lose two years 

ago. You lost in the end and you won't be able to win next time. Now, folks, you got some choices here. 

Laurie Buckhout talks nothing but Washington, D.C. Asa Buck talks everything, Eastern North Carolina. 

She's D.C. through and through. She says she's a political outsider anyway. Look, if she if you walk 

outside, and she tells you the sky is blue, you better go out there and take a double look just to make sure 

she's all about D.C. She's not about eastern North Carolina. If you want to vote for a Washington insider, 

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/210-Blair-Ct-Edenton-NC-27932/233555002_zpid/?
https://youtu.be/bE0zgmpcZ6c
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she's your person. If you want somebody who's not all about eastern North Carolina, I think you have 

other candidates. I won't just say me. There's other candidates on here that I would encourage you to look 

at their campaigns and thank you for your opportunity to answer that question.” [NC Federation of 

Republican Women Candidate Forum, 0:45, 1/30/26] (VIDEO)  

 

VIDEO: Asa Buck: “Laurie Buckhout Is All About Washington, D.C. And Not Eastern North 

Carolina.” “Well, we've heard a lot of similar answers here tonight. And there are a lot of similarities 

amongst the candidates, but there are some differences. And all you got to do is look at some campaign 

reports and you'll be able to see one of the candidates in this race is a lot different than some of the rest of 

us. Laurie Buckhout is all about Washington, D.C. and not eastern North Carolina. You didn't hear much 

about it tonight, but a lot of her stuff. That's all she talks about is D.C., D.C. and endorsements. But if you 

go to her campaign finance report, you'll see about $2 million dollars and you'll see three donors from this 

district totaling about $1800. Let me do the math for you on that. That's 0.08% of the money raised here 

in this district. And she talks a lot about Donald Trump, and she certainly uses him a lot in her deceptive 

ads to make you think that Donald Trump has endorsed her in this race, but he is not. Donald Trump has 

never endorsed Laurie Buckhout in a Republican primary, including this one.” [NC-01 GOP Candidate 

Forum, WNCT, 56:09, 2/5/26] (VIDEO) 

 

VIDEO: Asa Buck: “She Says She's A Political Outsider Anyway. Look, If She If You Walk 

Outside, And She Tells You The Sky Is Blue, You Better Go Out There And Take A Double Look 

Just To Make Sure She's All About D.C. She's Not About Eastern North Carolina.” “1:00:33 AB: 

I’m not afraid. I'm not afraid to fight for the people of eastern North Carolina. And you talk about fighting 

for the people of eastern North Carolina. But when you call somebody that you've never even had a 

conversation with, you tell them three times in the first phone conversation that you're not excited about 

running. You're excited about me running. And then you go on to proceed to tell me that politics is an 

ecosystem is basically its own its own business. You employ hundreds of people just by running for 

Congress. When you say is all about giving up control and just as soon as you learn to do that, things 

went a lot more smoothly for you. And then you tried to get me to hire your campaign folks. The same 

ones that helped you lose two years ago. You lost in the end and you won't be able to win next time. Now, 

folks, you got some choices here. Laurie Buckhout talks nothing but Washington, D.C. Asa Buck talks 

everything, Eastern North Carolina. She's D.C. through and through. She says she's a political outsider 

anyway. Look, if she if you walk outside, and she tells you the sky is blue, you better go out there and 

take a double look just to make sure she's all about D.C. She's not about eastern North Carolina. If you 

want to vote for a Washington insider, she's your person. If you want somebody who's not all about 

eastern North Carolina, I think you have other candidates. I won't just say me. There's other candidates on 

here that I would encourage you to look at their campaigns and thank you for your opportunity to answer 

that question.” [NC Federation of Republican Women Candidate Forum, 0:45, 1/30/26] (VIDEO)   

 

State Senator Bobby Hanig: “She’s Lived In Eastern North Carolina For Five Years. She Has 

Spent The Last Three Trying To Get To D.C.” 

 

Hanig: “[Buckhout’s] Interest Is Not Eastern North Carolina. She’s Lived In Eastern North 

Carolina For Five Years. She Has Spent The Last Three Trying To Get To D.C.” “In 2019, 

Buckhout sold her military advising company, Corvus Consulting, for $9 million. Two years later, she 

moved from Virginia to a $2.7 million home in Edenton along the Albemarle Sound. After losing to 

Davis, she went to work on cyber policy at the Department of Defense, though she kept her home in 

Edenton and remained registered to vote in North Carolina. ‘It’s nothing but ego,’ Hanig said of 

Buckhout’s motivations. ‘Her interest is not Eastern North Carolina. She’s lived in Eastern North 

Carolina for five years. She has spent the last three trying to get to D.C.’” [The Assembly, 2/27/26] 

 

https://youtu.be/aWlU-eBIH98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4XdFqpZMpI
https://youtu.be/aWlU-eBIH98
https://www.theassemblync.com/news/politics/elections/nc-1st-district-buckhout-buck-hanig/
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Laurie Buckhout Message #4 Backup 
 

Buckhout and her allies want to let big oil companies drill off American coastlines, which could result in 

drilling right off the North Carolina coast. She has commanded oil companies to “DRILL!” 

 

Buckhout And Her Allies Want To Let Big Oil Companies Drill Right Off American 

Coastlines, Which Could Result In Drilling Right Off The North Carolina Coasts. 

She Commanded Oil Companies To “DRILL!” 

 

Laurie Buckhout Wanted Oil Companies To “DRILL!” In Eastern North Carolina 

 

Buckhout Urged Oil Companies To “DRILL!” “Agree 100%. I'm experienced in senior leadership, 

business, and Congressional budgets. I won't be walking in like your average freshman Rep. And I made 

my own money and can't be bought, I promise you! Cut Taxes. Reduce federal spending. Bring industry 

to ENC. Keep 2A safe. DRILL!” [X, @lauriebuckhout, 12/16/23] 

 

 
[X, @lauriebuckhout, 12/16/23] 

 

Trump Endorsed Laurie Buckhout For Congress 

 

Trump Endorsed Laurie Buckhout For Congress. “It’s an honor to receive the endorsement of 

@realDonaldTrump. NC-01 needs an America First FIGHTER. I was proud to serve in President 

Trump’s administration in the Department of War.  I’m fired up to defeat Don Davis this November and 

keep advancing President Trump’s America First agenda for NC-01” [X, @lauriebuckhout, 3/11/26] 

 

https://x.com/lauriebuckhout/status/1736047809361506311
https://x.com/lauriebuckhout/status/1736047809361506311
https://x.com/lauriebuckhout/status/2031883779023712711
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Trump Said Buckhout Would Help To “Unleash American Energy DOMINANCE” In His 

Endorsement. “In his endorsement posted on Truth Social, Trump called incumbent Don Davis a ‘radical 

left Democrat’ that wants to raise taxes, abolish borders and supports "soft on crime" policies such as 

cashless bail. ‘As your next Congresswoman, [Buckhout] will work tirelessly to Grow the Economy, Cut 

Taxes and Regulations, Unleash American Energy DOMINANCE, Promote MADE IN THE U.S.A., 

Keep our Border SECURE, Stop Migrant Crime, and Protect our always under siege Second 

Amendment,’ Trump wrote on Truth Social.” [WTKR, 3/11/26] 

 

Trump Pushed To Open North Carolina’s Coast To Offshore Oil Drilling  

 

The Trump Administration Pushed To Open Coastal North Carolina For Oil Drilling  

 

Trump Signed An Executive Order Rescinding Biden Administration Offshore Drilling Protections 

Along The Atlantic Coast. “Former President Joe Biden invoked his authority under the Outer 

Continental Shelf Lands Act to ban offshore oil and gas leasing for more than 600 million acres of coastal 

waters — including the outer Atlantic continental shelf — before leaving office in January. Trump issued 

inauguration day executive orders to rescind Biden administration offshore drilling protections, encourage 

offshore energy exploration, pause offshore wind production, and declare a ‘National Energy Emergency’ 

directing federal agencies to remove regulatory barriers to new fossil fuel production.” [Port City Daily, 

2/25/25] 

 

The Trump Administration Was Preparing A Proposal To Open Almost All U.S. Coastal Waters 

To New Offshore Drilling, Including Off The Southeastern Coast. “The Trump administration is 

readying a proposal to open almost all U.S. coastal waters to new offshore oil drilling despite opposition 

from state governors and the president’s previous efforts to close off some of the territory. The draft plan 

for selling oil leases includes waters near the southeast U.S. that President Donald Trump tried to close 

off while campaigning for reelection five years ago, a nod to Republican allies worried about the risk of 

spills fouling beaches and their tourism-tied economies. Documents detailing the expansive Interior 

Department proposal were reviewed by Bloomberg News. It isn’t clear that the drafted plans have been 

presented to Trump for his approval; they could change before they are published.” [Orlando Sentinel, 

10/24/25] 

 

The Trump Administration’s Draft Only Protected Waters Around Cape Cod, Massachusetts And 

Hawai’i From New Offshore Oil Drilling. “The draft, developed by Interior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy 

Management, lays out the framework for possible auctions of oil and gas drilling rights in waters all along 

https://www.wtkr.com/news/in-the-community/northeastern-north-carolina/president-trump-endorses-laurie-buckhout-in-north-carolina-congressional-race
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/government/2025/02/25/fight-over-offshore-oil-and-gas-drilling-reopens-after-trump-rescinds-coastal-protections/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/10/24/trump-plans-to-open-almost-all-of-coast-to-offshore-drilling-2/
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the U.S. East and West coasts, ringing Alaska and in the Gulf of Mexico. Prohibitions on drilling would 

likely remain in protected areas such as the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National 

Monument southeast of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, and the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 

Monument off Hawaii.” [Orlando Sentinel, 10/24/25] 

 

North And South Carolina Governors Josh Stein And Henry McMaster Called On The Trump 

Administration To Maintain A Moratorium On Offshore Drilling In Their States Intact. “Today 

North Carolina Governor Josh Stein and South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster called on the Trump 

administration to maintain its moratorium on offshore drilling off the North and South Carolina coasts. 

‘Because of the significant risks associated with offshore oil and gas exploration, development and 

production off the Carolina coasts, every North Carolina and South Carolina coastal municipality has 

passed a resolution opposing offshore drilling and seismic testing,’ wrote Governors Stein and McMaster. 

‘This position has been reaffirmed by other municipalities and counties, as well as state legislators and 

members of our Congressional delegations from both parties. We ask you to respect the wishes of our 

states and our coastal communities and reaffirm President Trump’s decision to protect our coastlines and 

the industries they support.’” [NC Governor Josh Stein Press Release, 6/16/25] 

 

Laurie Buckhout Message #5 Backup 
 

Buckhout even said she supported cuts to funding for Hurricane Helene recovery and other disaster 

relief. 

 

Buckhout Even Said She Supported Cuts To Funding For Hurricane Helene 

Recovery And Other Disaster Relief. 

 

Buckhout Supported The Trump Administration’s Plans To Cut FEMA Aid To States  

 

Buckhout Supported Trump’s Efforts To “Drastically Reduce The Amount Of Money Given To 

North Carolina For Hurricane Helene Response” And Said FEMA’s Responsibilities Should Be 

Pushed Down To The States. “Questioned about the future of the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency, the candidates had mixed answers on its role in the future. Under Trump, FEMA has drastically 

reduced the amount of money given to North Carolina for Hurricane Helene response and other work. 

Buckhout said that’s probably how it should be for all emergencies in the future, with states picking up 

more of their own costs rather than the federal government. ‘Pushing FEMA responsibilities down to the 

states is a very important thing to consider,’ she said. ‘I think that's right in line with the America First 

agenda.’” [WRAL, 2/19/26] 

 

March 2025: The Trump Administration Canceled $226 Million In FEMA Grants To North 

Carolina. “In DePue, Ill., sewage will keep backing up into people's basements when there's heavy rain. 

In Rising Sun, Md., a mobile home park that has already flooded six times will remain in harm's way. 

And in Kamiah, Idaho, houses won't get upgrades that would protect them from wildfires These rural 

communities were awarded grants from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to fix 

long-standing infrastructure problems, and they expected funding to be delivered this year. But last 

month, the Trump administration canceled their grants and hundreds of others, including ones that had 

already been promised but not yet paid out. Since 2020, FEMA has awarded about $4.6 billion to 

communities across the U.S. through a program known as Building Resilient Infrastructure and 

Communities (BRIC). The goal was to help local, state and tribal governments protect residents from 

future disasters such as floods, wildfires, tornadoes and hurricanes.” [NPR, 5/1/25] 

 

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/10/24/trump-plans-to-open-almost-all-of-coast-to-offshore-drilling-2/
https://governor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2025/06/16/governors-stein-mcmaster-call-trump-administration-maintain-moratorium-offshore-drilling-carolina
https://www.wral.com/news/nccapitol/republican-nc-house-primary-debate-don-davis-feb-2026/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/01/nx-s1-5359452/trump-disaster-funding-cuts-fema-bric
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[NPR, 5/1/25] 

 

https://www.npr.org/2025/05/01/nx-s1-5359452/trump-disaster-funding-cuts-fema-bric

