
 

 
 

Patti Adair (OR-05) Research Report 
 

 

Significant Findings 

 
Adair Supported The One Big Beautiful Bill, Which Enacted The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In History, 

Kicking More Than 26,000 OR-05 Residents Off Their Health Insurance And Slashing Local Hospital 

Revenue 

✓ June 2025: Adair supported the One Big Beautiful Bill. 

✓ The One Big Beautiful Bill enacted the largest cuts to Medicaid in history, kicking more than 26,000 OR-

05 residents off their health insurance and slashing local hospital revenue. 

 

✓ Hospitals in OR-05 were projected to lose more than $55 million in revenue as a result of 

Medicaid cuts. 

✓ The One Big Beautiful bill enacted the largest SNAP cuts in history, threatening food assistance for more 
than 36,000 households in OR-05. 

✓ Adair supported the One Big Beautiful Bill’s billions in tax breaks to the ultra-wealthy at the expense of 
working Americans. 

Adair Supported Repealing The Affordable Care Act, Opposed The Extension Of ACA Tax Credits, And 

Hiked Premiums For Workers On The County Health Plan 

✓ 2017: Adair repeatedly advocated for a full repeal of the Affordable Care Act, calling the legislation 
“2700 pages of a million unintended consequences.” 

✓ 2025: Repealing the ACA threatened the coverage of more than 28,000 individuals in OR-05 on 
Marketplace plans, and would end coverage protections for 701,000 Oregon residents with pre-
existing conditions. 

✓ Adair opposed the extension of Affordable Care Act Advanced Premium Tax Credits, whose expiration 
drastically raised health care costs for OR-05 residents on marketplace plans. 

✓ Insurers that participated in the ACA Marketplaces raised premiums in response to the expiration 
of Advanced Premium Tax Credits, driving up health care costs by nearly 300% for some 
households in OR-05. 

✓ October 2023: Adair approved a budget that raised health insurance payment rates for county workers by 
29% and expressed concerns that the increase was not high enough. 

Adair Repeatedly Voted To Raise Property Taxes For Deschutes County And Supported Reckless Tariff 

Policies That Worsened The Affordability Crisis For Oregon Households 

✓ Adair repeatedly voted to raise property taxes on Deschutes County residents despite expressing concerns 
about high taxes. 

✓ May 2023: Adair voted to raise property taxes for rural residents by six cents per $1,000 in assessed 
property value. 

✓ May 2022: Adair voted in favor of a property tax increase of six cents per $1,000 of assessed value. 

✓ Adair supported Trump’s tariffs, retweeting a post calling them a “reset” which “may be the best thing 
that has happened to Americans in a very long time.” 



 

 
 

✓ Trump’s tariffs were a tax on consumers and estimated to cost American families more than $2,500 a 
year on average as they pushed up the prices of everyday goods. 

Adair Was An Anti-Abortion Extremist Who Voted Against Providing Abortion Coverage To County 

Workers And Touted The Endorsement Of Oregon Right To Life 

✓ Adair repeatedly voted against a proposal to expand health insurance coverage for county workers to 
fully cover abortion, which would have aligned the county with state law. 

✓ 2021: Adair touted her endorsement by Oregon Right to Life PAC, an extreme anti-abortion group with 
the goal of banning abortion nationwide without exceptions. 

Adair Was Criticized For Making “Erroneous And Egregious […] Statements That Have No Basis In 

Fact” And Engaged In Far-Right Conspiracy Theories Like Climate Change Denial And The Anti-Vax 

Movement And Was Recorded Being Blessed By A QAnon Pastor 

✓ Adair was criticized for making “erroneous and egregious […] statements that have no basis in fact” on 
“any number of issues,” expressing positions that one resident called “too extreme for Deschutes 
County.”  

✓ Adair repeatedly refused to answer if she believed that climate change was real and humans were the 
main drivers, saying “Weather is changing. It changes all the time.” 

✓ Adair promoted anti-vaccine conspiracy theories, including that vaccines caused autism and called for the 
flu vaccine to be removed from the market. 

✓ 2016: Adair spread conspiracy theories about Barack Obama being a secret Muslim. 

✓ April 2022: Adair attended an event where she was prayed over by a pastor who was known for his 
affiliation with the QAnon conspiracy. 

Adair Voted To Raise Her Own Salary By $14,000 While Criticizing Salary Increases For Other County 

And State Workers 

✓ 2023: Adair voted to raise her own salary by $14,000, or 12.3%, raising her total compensation above 
both the area median income and the pay for commissioners of neighboring counties. 

✓ Fellow Deschutes County Commissioner Chang declined to take the raise because he thought it was 
“wrong” in light of county budget issues, and a Deschutes County Resident said Adair’s decision was “a 
classic example of having your cake and eating it, too.” 

✓ 2018-2025: Adair repeatedly criticized salary raises for county and state employees, citing budget issues. 

Adair Was A Longtime Trump Loyalist Who Worked On His 2016 Campaign, Served As A Trump 

Delegate To The Republican National Convention, And Denied The Results Of The 2020 Election 

✓ 2026: Adair was a “fierce” supporter of President Trump and refused to disavow her strong support for 
him despite his deep unpopularity in the 5th district.  

✓ 2016: Adair was the Eastern Oregon Director and Coordinator for Trump’s presidential campaign, was a 
Trump delegate to the Republican National Convention, and attended his first inauguration.  

✓ 2020-2021: Adair repeatedly spread misinformation about the results of the 2020 presidential election 
and later attempted to minimize her role in the wake of the January 6th insurrection.  

2023: Adair Opposed A Water Conservation Project That Was “Crucial” For The Viability Of Local 

Agriculture And Supported By Republican Congressman Cliff Bentz, Leading To Accusations That She 

Prioritized Property Values Over Oregon Farmers 



 

 
 

✓ May 2023: Adair reversed her support for a project that would have turned Arnold Canal into a closed 
pipe, conserving water lost from seepage. 

✓ Adair said she opposed the piping project due to cost, concerns about property values, and because “If 
you're piping everything, where do the wildlife get a drink?” and wrote to Congressman Cliff Bentz 
urging him to oppose the project. 

✓ The piping project was a “crucial” initiative to ensure farmers had enough water for their crops and was 
supported by Bentz and Central Oregon farmers. 

✓ Central Oregon farmer Mike Hayes: “It is disheartening to see a county commissioner prioritize the 

potential impact on property values over securing a reliable water supply for our farms.” 

 

 

Adair Supported The One Big Beautiful Bill, Which Enacted The Largest Cuts To Medicaid 

In History, Kicking More Than 26,000 OR-05 Residents Off Their Health Insurance And 

Slashing Local Hospital Revenue 

 

June 2025: Adair Supported The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

June 2025: Adair Supported The One Big Beautiful Bill On Twitter, Including Its Cuts To Medicaid 

 

In June 2025, Adair Shared Posts From Republican Sens. Markwayne Mullin And Rick Scott Praising The 

One Big Beautiful Bill. “In June 2025, Adair’s X account shared posts from Republican Sens. Markwayne Mullin 

and Rick Scott touting the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBB), the sweeping tax law already being called the 

signature policy achievement of President Donald Trump’s second term. The law extends tax cuts for wealthy 

individuals by making massive reductions in federal spending. This includes a $1 trillion cut to Medicaid, the 

program that provides health insurance to low-income Americans, including 206,000 of Adair’s would-be 

constituents.” [American Journal News, 5/12/26] 

 

Headline: “Republican Patti Adair Endorsed Cutting Medicaid, Repealing Obamacare.” [American Journal 

News, 5/12/26] 

 

June 2025: Adair Expressed Support Of The One Big Beautiful Bill. Adair retweeted a post from Senator 

Markwayne Mullin that said: “Dems can scream tax breaks for billionaire’ until they are blue in the face. The 

TRUTH: @POTUS ‘One Big, Beautiful Bill’ delivers the LARGEST TAX CUT in HISTORY for working and 

middle-class families... an inconvenient fact for liberals clinging to a false narrative.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 

6/30/25]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 6/30/25] 

 

June 2025: Adair Retweeted A Post From Senator Rick Scott In Support Of The Medicaid Cuts In The One 

Big Beautiful Bill. “Think about this: Florida has roughly 4 million more residents than New York, yet New York 

https://americanjournalnews.com/republican-patti-adair-endorsed-cutting-medicaid-repealing-obamacare/
https://americanjournalnews.com/republican-patti-adair-endorsed-cutting-medicaid-repealing-obamacare/
https://x.com/SenMullin/status/1939683223849885944?s=20
https://x.com/SenMullin/status/1939683223849885944?s=20


 

 
 

receives over $20 billion more for Medicaid. California has about 65% more residents than Florida, yet receives 

over 300% more for its Medicaid program. That must be fixed to return Medicaid to its original purpose: health 

care coverage for our most vulnerable. And we can do that in the Big Beautiful Bill.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 

6/16/25]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 6/16/25] 

 

July 2025: Trump Signed The One Big Beautiful Bill Into Law 

 

July 4, 2025: Trump Signed The One Big Beautiful Bill. “President Trump on Friday signed a massive spending 

and tax bill that the White House has dubbed the ‘One Big Beautiful Bill’ to implement much of his domestic 

policy agenda. The bill passed Thursday after Republican leaders in the House of Representatives convinced 

holdouts in their own party to get in line behind the controversial legislation.” [NPR, 7/4/25] 

 

May 2025: The Hill: “Trump Sent Kudos To House Republicans” After They Passed The One Big Beautiful 

Bill. “President Trump sent kudos to House Republicans after they worked late Sunday evening and narrowly 

cleared a key hurdle to advance the ‘big, beautiful bill’ that contains most of his legislative priorities. 

‘CONGRATULATIONS REPUBLICANS!!!’ the president posted on Truth Social just before 1 a.m. EDT on 

Monday. ‘MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!!!’” [The Hill, 5/19/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In History, Kicking More Than 

26,000 OR-05 Residents Off Their Health Insurance And Slashing Local Hospital Revenue  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Estimated To Kick More Than 26,000 People In OR-05 Off Their Health 

Insurance 

 

September 2025: The Joint Economic Committee Minority Estimated More Than 26,000 People In OR-05 

Would Lose Health Insurance By 2034 Due To Congressional Republicans’ Cuts To Medicaid And The 

ACA. “Source: The Joint Economic Committee – House Minority’s district-level numbers were created by 

combining estimates from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office on the national total number of people who 

would lose insurance by 2034 with a range of state-level data on recent trends in Affordable Care Act enrollment, 

the total number of Medicaid enrollees in each state, and early analyses of how some Medicaid cuts in the bill 

would impact each state. Estimates were allocated to the district-level based on data provided by the House Budget 

Committee on the number of people in each District who are enrolled in Medicaid or in ACA Marketplace Plans. 

These estimates were sourced from the Regional Leadership Council and the Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities. Due to redistricting in 2024, Congressional district data for North Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, 

Alabama, and New York may not be an exact match. ACA estimates are rounded, and data may not sum to overall 

totals due to rounding.” [Joint Economic Committee Minority, September 2025] 

 

NV-03: Health Insurance Losses From Cuts To Medicaid And The Affordable Care Act Under The One 

Big Beautiful Bill 

https://x.com/SenRickScott/status/1934691847458226295?s=20
https://x.com/SenRickScott/status/1934691847458226295?s=20
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/03/nx-s1-5454841/house-republicans-trump-tax-bill-medicaid
https://thehill.com/homenews/5307110-trump-praises-house-republicans-on-bill/
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf


 

 
 

Est. Number of People Losing 

Affordable Care Act Coverage 

Est. Number of People Losing 

Medicaid Coverage 

Est. Total Number of People 

Losing Insurance 

2,300 24,215 26,515 

[Joint Economic Committee Minority, September 2025] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was “The Biggest Rollback In Federal Support For Health Coverage Ever,” 

Cutting $1 Trillion From Medicaid 

 

KFF Executive Vice President For Health Policy Larry Levitt: The Big Beautiful Bill Was “The Biggest 

Rollback In Federal Support For Health Coverage Ever.” “The ‘one big beautiful bill’ that was just passed by 

the Senate has not been framed as a health reform plan. But make no mistake: This Republican policy bill is 

effectively a partial repeal of the Affordable Care Act to help pay for tax cuts, and should it reach President 

Trump’s desk, it would represent the biggest rollback in federal support for health coverage ever. A preliminary 

estimate from the Congressional Budget Office projects that the bill would reduce federal spending for Medicaid 

and the Affordable Care Act’s provisions by more than $1 trillion over a decade, resulting in nearly 12 million 

more people becoming uninsured by 2034.” [New York Times, KFF Executive Vice President for Health Policy 

Larry Levitt Op-Ed, 7/1/25]  

 

Washington Post: The One Big Beautiful Bill Slashed “About $1 Trillion From Medicaid — The Largest Cut 

In The Program’s History.” “Congress has signed off on a $3.4 trillion legislative package featuring new tax 

breaks, spending cuts, and more funding for defense and immigration enforcement, delivering President Donald 

Trump his ‘big, beautiful bill’ despite rumblings from fiscal hawks about the projected $4 trillion it could add to the 

national debt over the next decade. […] The bill slashes about $1 trillion from Medicaid — the largest cut in the 

program’s history — and at least 17 million Americans are projected to lose health coverage or insurance subsidies 

that make coverage affordable, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office.” [Washington Post, 

7/3/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Projected To Cut More Than $55 Million In Revenue To Hospitals In OR-05 

 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, Hospitals In OR-05 Were Projected To Lose More Than $55,000,000 As A 

Result Of Medicaid Cuts. [Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 7/8/25] 

 

Projected Cuts To OR-05 Hospital Revenue From Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Hospital Name Address Zip Code City 

Projected Cut to 

Hospital Revenue 

Providence Willamette Falls Med 

Ctr 1500 Division Street 97045 Oregon City $6,007,340.16 

Providence Milwaukie Hospital 

10150 S.E. 32nd 

Avenue 97222 Milwaukie $4,138,158.32 

Samaritan Albany General 

Hospital 

1046 Sixth Avenue 

Sw 97321 Albany $7,000,446.11 

Samaritan Lebanon Comm 

Hospital 

525 North Santiam 

Highway 97355 Lebanon $6,108,103.18 

Silverton Hospital 342 Fairview Street 97381 Silverton $6,736,425.22 

Santiam Memorial Hospital 1401 North 10th Ave 97383 Stayton $2,408,909.66 

St Charles Medical Center 2500 Ne Neff Road 97701 Bend $22,808,257.87 

TOTAL: $55,207,640.51 

[Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 7/8/25] 

 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/01/opinion/medicare-republican-bill-policy.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/07/03/big-beautiful-bill-impacts-medicaid-taxes/
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide


 

 
 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest SNAP Cuts In History, Threatening Food 

Assistance For More Than 36,000 Households In OR-05 

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest SNAP Cut In The 

Program’s History 

 

Center For American Progress: “The Senate Has Released Its Version Of The One Big Beautiful Bill Act, 

Which Would Enact The Largest Cut To The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) In The 

Program’s History According To Center For American Progress Estimates.” “The Senate has released its 

version of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which would enact the largest cut to the Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) in the program’s history according to Center for American Progress estimates. Despite 

the proposal cutting less than the House-passed version’s nearly $300 billion in cuts, it is even more extreme than 

the House version in some key aspects. Moreover, this legislation comes at a time when food insecurity is rising 

across all 50 states, reaching levels not seen since 2014.” [Center for American Progress, 6/26/25]  

 

• Axios: “The Bill Would Reduce Nutrition Funding, Which Includes SNAP, By Around $186 Billion 

Between 2025 And 2034.” “By the numbers: The bill would reduce nutrition funding, which includes SNAP, 

by around $186 billion between 2025 and 2034. While analyst's projections have fluctuated as the legislation's 

provisions are tweaked, analysts have indicated millions of people could be cut from SNAP under the work 

requirement provisions.” [Axios, 7/3/25] 

 

• CBPP Headline: “House Reconciliation Bill Proposes Deepest SNAP Cut In History, Would Take Food 

Assistance Away From Millions of Low-Income Families.” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 5/28/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Cut SNAP By Around $186 Billion. “President Trump's massive tax and 

spending bill, which is advancing through the House after surviving its Republican push through the Senate, would 

slash food benefits for thousands. The big picture: It would mark a historic cut to the social safety net that 

Republicans claim weeds out waste, fraud and abuse — but experts say the restructuring of assistance programs 

could leave more people hungry and uninsured. […] By the numbers: The bill would reduce nutrition funding, 

which includes SNAP, by around $186 billion between 2025 and 2034.” [Axios, 7/3/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Risked Food Assistance For More Than 36,000 Households In OR-05 

 

According To The U.S. Department Of Agriculture, 36,249 Households Participated In Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) In OR-05. [USDA, accessed 4/23/26] 

 

 
[USDA, accessed 4/23/26] 

 

Adair Supported The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Billions In Tax Breaks To The Ultra-Wealthy At The 

Expense Of Working Americans 

 

October 2017: Adair Supported Trump’s Corporate Tax Cuts That Mostly Benefited “Already Wealthy 

Individuals” 

 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-one-big-beautiful-bills-snap-cuts-would-strain-food-banks-amid-rising-food-insecurity/
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/03/trump-big-beautiful-bill-snap
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/house-reconciliation-bill-proposes-deepest-snap-cut-in-history-would-take
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/03/trump-big-beautiful-bill-snap
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data-research/data-visualization/snap-community-characteristics-congressional-district-dashboard
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data-research/data-visualization/snap-community-characteristics-congressional-district-dashboard


 

 
 

October 2017: Adair Supported Trump’s Corporate Tax Cuts. Adair quote-tweeted a post from The Heritage 

Foundation that linked to an article from the Washington Times advocating in favor of Trump’s corporate tax cuts. 

“Time for a tax cut. Working Americans deserve to keep more of their hard earned $$$.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 

10/4/17] 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 10/4/17] 

 

2017: Washington Post: Trump Passed A “Significant Tax Break For The Very Wealthy” And “A Massive 

Tax Cut For Corporations.” “A new tax cut for the rich: The final plan lowers the top tax rate for top earners. 

Under current law, the highest rate is 39.6 percent for married couples earning over $470,700. The GOP bill would 

drop that to 37 percent and raise the threshold at which that top rate kicks in, to $500,000 for individuals and 

$600,000 for married couples. This amounts to a significant tax break for the very wealthy, a departure from 

repeated claims by Trump and his top officials that the bill would not benefit the rich. […] A massive tax cut for 

corporations ‘A massive tax cut for corporations: Starting on Jan. 1, 2018, big businesses’ tax rate would fall from 

35 percent to just 21 percent, the largest one-time rate cut in U.S. history for the nation’s largest companies.’” 

[Washington Post, 12/15/17] 

 

Trump’s Tax Cuts And Jobs Act Slashed Corporate Tax Rates From 35% To 21%. “The TCJA slashed the 

corporate rate by 40 percent, from 35 percent to 21 percent. But the falloff in corporate revenue has been even 

sharper than expected.” [Center for American Progress, 12/19/19] 

 

Center For American Progress: The Tax Cuts And Jobs Act’s Large Corporate Tax Windfalls Mostly Went 

Toward “Lining The Pockets Of Already Wealthy Individuals.” “So far, the large corporate tax windfalls have 

gone mostly toward lining the pockets of already wealthy individuals, and there is little evidence that middle- and 

working-class families will see real benefits.” [Center for American Progress, 12/19/19] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Extended Trump’s 2017 Tax Cuts And Granted More Than $1.5 Trillion In Tax 

Cuts To The Wealthiest Americans 

 

Center For American Progress: In Addition To Extending The 2017 Tax Breaks, The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Added “Additional Loopholes” That Skewed The Tax Code Even More In Favor Of The Ultrawealthy. “The 

One Big Beautiful Bill Act would issue the largest transfer of wealth from working-class Americans to the 

ultrawealthy in the nation’s history. […] Not only does this proposal extend the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act’s tax 

breaks for the wealthy, but it also adds additional loopholes that skew the tax code even more in favor of the 

ultrawealthy. Polling demonstrates that Republican voters oppose the bill when they learn that the tax cuts 

overwhelmingly benefit those who are already rich.” [Center for American Progress, 6/13/25] 

 

Center For American Progress: The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Millionaires A Larger Tax Cut Than The 

Bottom Half Of Americans Combined—With More Than $1.5 Trillion In Tax Cuts Going To The Top 5 

Percent. “The One Big Beautiful Bill Act would issue the largest transfer of wealth from working-class Americans 

to the ultrawealthy in the nation’s history. To do so, House Republicans are proposing to cut programs that are 

essential to people, especially in states that voted for Trump in the last election, in order to pay for tax cuts for the 

https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/915638715149516800?s=20
https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/915638715149516800?s=20
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/12/15/the-final-gop-tax-bill-is-complete-heres-what-is-in-it/?utm_term=.126e5bed431d
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/tcja-2-years-later-corporations-not-workers-big-winners/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/tcja-2-years-later-corporations-not-workers-big-winners/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act-would-ravage-regions-won-by-donald-trump-while-giving-tax-breaks-to-the-rich/


 

 
 

wealthiest Americans. Under this proposal, millionaires would see a larger tax cut than the bottom half of 

Americans combined—with more than $1.5 trillion in tax cuts going to the top 5 percent. In total, households that 

make at least $1 million per year would receive roughly twice as much in tax breaks as the bottom 50 percent of the 

nation combined. Roughly 57 million households in the bottom 60 percent would see a tax increase or a negligible 

tax change ($100 in either direction) under the House Republican proposal. Not only does this proposal extend the 

2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act’s tax breaks for the wealthy, but it also adds additional loopholes that skew the tax 

code even more in favor of the ultrawealthy.” [Center for American Progress, 6/13/25] 

 

CNN: Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, “Low-Income Americans Will Feel The Effect Of Changes To Aid 

Programs, While The Wealthy Will See Most Of The Windfall From Tax Cuts” 

 

Institute On Taxation And Economic Policy: The House-Passed Reconciliation Bill Would Give The Richest 

1% Of Americans $117 Billion In Net Tax Cuts In 2026. “The House of Representatives today narrowly passed 

a massive tax and spending reconciliation bill that now heads to President Trump’s desk. Please see below for a 

statement from ITEP and our latest updated analysis of how the bill’s tax provisions will affect families at different 

income levels nationally and in every state. […] The richest 1 percent of Americans would receive a total of $117 

billion in net tax cuts in 2026. The middle 20 percent of taxpayers on the income scale, a group that has 20 times 

the number of taxpayers as the richest 1 percent, would receive less than half that much, $53 billion in net tax cuts 

that year.” [Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, 7/3/24] 

 

CNN: “Low-Income Americans Will Feel The Effect Of Changes To Aid Programs, While The Wealthy Will 

See Most Of The Windfall From Tax Cuts, According To Multiple Assessments.” “It took intense lobbying 

from President Donald Trump, an all-nighter, and a vote on a bill for which many people did not yet have a clear 

grasp of the final changes, but House Republicans got it done this week. They passed their version of the ‘one big, 

beautiful bill,’ a behemoth that pairs tax cuts with new provisions that will push people off Medicaid and food 

assistance. Low-income Americans will feel the effect of changes to aid programs, while the wealthy will see most 

of the windfall from tax cuts, according to multiple assessments.” [CNN, 5/24/25] 

 

House Committee On The Budget Minority: “Everyone In The Bottom Twenty Percent Of The Income 

Distribution, Or Those Making Less Than $43,000 A Year, Will See A Net Decline In Household Resources.”  

“CBO analyzed the combined effects of the tax policies and spending reductions and found that working families 

will experience a net loss in household resources, while the ultra-rich will get richer. Specifically: Families already 

struggling to make ends meet lose the most. Households in the lowest income decile, making $24,000 a year or less, 

lose about $1,200 every year, mostly due to deep cuts to Medicaid and food assistance. That amounts to over 3 

percent of their total income, a devastating hit for people who can afford it the least. Everyone in the bottom twenty 

percent of the income distribution, or those making less than $43,000 a year, will see a net decline in household 

resources. Middle-class families get next to nothing. For those in the 5th and 6th decile, or the middle of the 

distribution, they will experience a resource gain of only 0.8 to 1 percent. That is barely enough to keep up with 

rising costs due to President Trump's reckless actions. The ultra-rich get a windfall. Families making over $700,000 

a year will see a $13,600 boost, almost entirely from tax cuts. That figure does not even count the massive estate 

tax giveaways for the ultra-rich.” [House Committee On The Budget Minority, 8/11/25]  

 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act-would-ravage-regions-won-by-donald-trump-while-giving-tax-breaks-to-the-rich/
https://itep.org/megabill-is-on-its-way-to-trump-heres-what-its-tax-changes-mean-for-families-across-the-u-s/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/24/politics/house-tax-spending-cuts-bill-explained
https://democrats-budget.house.gov/resources/fact-sheet/trumps-big-ugly-law-steals-poor-give-ultra-rich


 

 
 

 
[House Committee On The Budget Minority, 8/11/25] 

 

The Hill: “The Republicans’ ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make The Poorest Americans Even Poorer, While 

Padding The Wallets Of The Highest Earners The Most, According To An Analysis Released Monday By 

Congress’s Budget Arm.”  “The Republicans’ ‘big, beautiful bill’ will make the poorest Americans even poorer, 

while padding the wallets of the highest earners the most, according to an analysis released Monday by Congress’s 

budget arm.  The assessment, conducted by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) at the request of top 

Democrats, found that the top 10 percent of earners in the country will see an average boost of $13,600 per year 

over the next decade as a direct result of provisions in the law, while the bottom 10 percent will see an average 

annual decrease of $1,200.   The report challenges the arguments made by President Trump and other Republicans 

that the massive domestic policy package would benefit workers at all levels of wealth and income. And it’s given 

fuel to the attacks from Democrats that the legislation was, all along, designed to help the wealthiest people at the 

expense of the working poor.” [The Hill, 8/11/25] 

 

• HEADLINE: “Budget Office Says GOP’s ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ Will Make Rich Richer, Poor Poorer.” 

[Hill, 8/11/25]  

 

Adair Supported Repealing The Affordable Care Act, Opposed The Extension Of ACA Tax 

Credits, And Hiked Premiums For Workers On The County Health Plan 

 

2017: Adair Repeatedly Advocated For A Full Repeal Of The Affordable Care Act, Calling The 

Legislation “2700 Pages Of A Million Unintended Consequences”  

 

2017: Adair Advocated For A Full Repeal Of The Affordable Care Act, Calling The Legislation “2700 Pages 

Of A Million Unintended Consequences” 

 

American Journal News: “Adair Previously Called For Eliminating Obamacare Entirely.” “Adair previously 

called for eliminating Obamacare entirely. She wrote in a 2017 X post, ‘#repeal Obamacare. Now. Now. Now.’ The 

spending cuts in OBBB go far beyond health care. The law also slashes $186 billion from SNAP, the program that 

helps more than 42 million Americans buy groceries.” [American Journal News, 5/12/26] 

 

https://democrats-budget.house.gov/resources/fact-sheet/trumps-big-ugly-law-steals-poor-give-ultra-rich
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5447001-trump-tax-cuts-cbo-inequality/
https://americanjournalnews.com/republican-patti-adair-endorsed-cutting-medicaid-repealing-obamacare/


 

 
 

Headline: “Republican Patti Adair Endorsed Cutting Medicaid, Repealing Obamacare.” [American Journal 

News, 5/12/26] 

 

March 2017: Adair Tweeted: “#Repeal Obamacare. Now. Now. Now.” “#repeal obamacare. Now. Now. Now.” 

[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 3/2/17]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 3/2/17] 

 

January 2017: Adair Tweeted: #Fullrepeal Of Obamacare. 2700 Pages Of A Million Unintended 

Consequences.” “#FullRepeal of Obamacare. 2700 pages of a million unintended consequences. Working 

Americans part time and paying too much for insurance.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 1/6/17] 

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 1/6/17] 

 

2017: Adair Said Repealing The Affordable Care Act Had To Be A Priority For Congress And Criticized 

House Republican Reform Efforts For Not Going Far Enough 

 

January 2017: Adair Said “Removing Obamacare Has To Be A Priority” For Congress. “Removing 

Obamacare has to be priority. Part-time jobs do not provide our American family's security.” [Patti Jean Adair, 

Twitter, 1/3/17]  

 

https://americanjournalnews.com/republican-patti-adair-endorsed-cutting-medicaid-repealing-obamacare/
https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/837335921208897536
https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/837335921208897536
https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/817495485799727104?s=20
https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/817495485799727104?s=20
https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/816467709479129088?s=20


 

 
 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 1/3/17] 

 

Adair Tweeted: “#Fullrepeal This Is Still Obamacare.” In Response To House Republican’s Proposed 

Affordable Care Act Replacement Bill. Adair quote-tweeted a video from Fox Business captioned “House 

Budget Committee approves ObamaCare replacement bill” with “#Fullrepeal This is still Obamacare.” [Patti Jean 

Adair, Twitter, 3/16/17]  

 

https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/816467709479129088?s=20
https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/842456338558988288?s=20


 

 
 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 3/16/17] 

 

2025: Repealing The ACA Threatened The Coverage Of More Than 28,000 Individuals In OR-05 On 

Marketplace Plans 

 

2025: More Than 28,000 Individuals In OR-05 Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. [KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

Number Of OR-05 Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

District ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

OR-05 28,495 

[KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

Repealing The Affordable Care Act Would End Coverage Protections For 701,000 Oregon Residents With 

Pre-Existing Conditions 

 

2014: The Affordable Care Act Barred Insurance Companies From Denying Coverage Or Charging Higher 

Premiums To People With Pre-Existing Conditions 

 

NPR: Before The Affordable Care Act, It Was Legal For Health Insurers To Deny Coverage To People With 

Pre-Existing Conditions. “A ‘preexisting condition’ refers to any health issue someone has before they sign up for 

a health insurance policy — from high blood pressure to pregnancy to allergies. Before the Affordable Care Act, it 

was perfectly legal for health insurers to deny coverage to people with such conditions. An estimate from the Kaiser 

Family Foundation suggests that about 54 million people have conditions that — without legal protections — could 

prompt health insurers to deny them policies. Polls show this is one of the most popular provisions of the law, 

across the political spectrum.” [NPR, 10/27/20] 

 

January 2014: ACA Regulations Preventing Insurance Companies From Refusing To Cover Costs Related 

To Pre-Existing Conditions Went Into Effect. “Insurers pursue multiple strategies to reduce the cost of covering 

enrollees with pre-existing conditions, or medical conditions and health problems that existed before the individual 

https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/842456338558988288?s=20
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/10/27/927968274/if-the-aca-falls-protecting-preexisting-conditions-could-be-harder-than-it-sound


 

 
 

enrolled in a health plan. One strategy, the pre-existing condition exclusion, allows insurers to refuse to cover any 

costs associated with care for a pre-existing condition permanently or over a period of time. Beginning January 1, 

2014, insurers in the individual and group markets will be prohibited from imposing pre-existing condition 

exclusions under the Affordable Care Act. This new fact sheet provides an overview of how pre-existing condition 

exclusions are regulated under current law, and how the ACA will change those regulations in 2014, enabling 

consumers to access necessary benefits and services beginning from their first day of coverage.” [KFF, 10/8/12] 

 

2014: The Affordable Care Act Barred Insurers From Charging People With Pre-Existing Conditions 

Higher Premiums. “Beginning in 2014, the ACA barred insurers in the individual market from charging people 

higher premiums because of their health status or health conditions. Insurers can only adjust an individual’s 

premium by specific factors: age (within limits), geographic area, and tobacco use (also within limits). Before the 

ACA, people in the individual market frequently paid much higher premiums if they had pre-existing conditions. 

Often, a ‘standard’ premium rate would be established for a particular insurance product, and people could be 

charged a higher premium (‘rated up’) if they had health conditions or get a reduced premium (‘rated down’) if they 

were healthy.” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 10/5/20]  

 

2019: 701,000 Oregon Residents Had Declinable Pre-Existing Conditions If The Affordable Care Act Were 

Repealed 

 

2019: KFF Estimated 701,000 Non-Elderly Oregon Residents, Or 28% Of The Non-Elderly Population, Had 

Declinable Pre-Existing Conditions. [KFF, 10/4/19] 

 

• KFF Used Data From The National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) To Approximate The Underwriting 

Processes Carried Out By Insurers And Calculate A Conservative Estimate Of The Number Of People 

Who Would Have Been Denied Coverage. “We used data from the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) 

to estimate that 27% of nonelderly adults had a declinable health condition in 2018, the same percentage that 

we found in our earlier analysis for 2015. The NHIS has a number of questions about whether the respondent 

has ever been diagnosed with a number of the health conditions that would have been declinable in the pre-

ACA non-group market. While we cannot duplicate the underwriting processes carried out by insurers, we feel 

that our approach is reasonable and may be conservative because the NHIS does not contain information about 

all of the conditions (e.g.,  AIDS/HIV) used by insurers and does not provide information on prescriptions that 

insurers also used to decline applicants for coverage.” [KFF, 10/4/19] 

 

2020: Center For American Progress: If The ACA Were Repealed, 372,000 People In Oregon Would Lose 

Their Health Coverage, Raising The State’s Uninsured Rate Among The Non-Elderly From 9.1 Percent To 

20.3 Percent. “A ruling that invalidates the ACA or eliminates core features of the law would have a devastating 

effect on American families. Select your state from the drop-down list below to see some of the harms that would 

result from ACA repeal. […] 372,000 people in Oregon would lose coverage, raising the state's uninsured rate 

among the nonelderly population from 9.1 percent to 20.3 percent.” [Center for American Progress, 3/2/20] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would Likely Lead To Higher Premiums For All Consumers, Especially Impacting 

Older Americans And Americans Under 26 

 

USA Today: ACA Repeal Would Likely Mean “All Consumers Would Take A Huge Financial Hit” Since 

“Insurers Would Probably Recoup Their Losses By Charging Higher Premiums.” “Republicans may not 

agree with President Obama's State of the Union call to drop the idea of repealing the Affordable Care Act, but 

health experts say the law has taken such hold that it may be impossible to get rid of it. The consequences of repeal, 

health care officials and industry analysts say, go beyond the fact that 9 million people would suddenly lose their 

insurance or that anyone with a pre-existing condition would either lose insurance or pay much higher premiums. 

All consumers would take a huge financial hit, because health care costs would continue to rise, and insurers would 

probably recoup their losses by charging higher premiums.” [USA Today, 2/1/14] 

 

https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/health-insurance-market-reforms-pre-existing-condition/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/eliminating-federal-protections-for-people-with-health-conditions-would-mean-return
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/pre-existing-condition-prevalence-for-individuals-and-families/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/pre-existing-condition-prevalence-for-individuals-and-families/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/affordable-care-act-repeal-state/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/02/01/repealing-the-aca-could-hurt-everybody-experts-say/5055395/


 

 
 

AARP: If The Affordable Care Act Were Fully Repealed, The Health Care Market Would Return To When 

“Insurance Companies Routinely Charged Older People Much Higher Amounts Than Younger People For 

The Same Coverage.” “Prior to enactment of the ACA, many older adults ages 50–64 who were not old enough to 

be eligible for Medicare but who did not have coverage through an employer had difficulty obtaining health 

insurance coverage on their own in the individual market. If coverage was available, older adults were often 

charged much higher premiums due to their age or a preexisting condition, making it unaffordable and out of reach. 

[…] Consequently, insurance companies routinely charged older people much higher amounts than younger people 

for the same coverage in the individual health insurance market.” [AARP, 1/2017] 

 

• The ACA Prevented Insurers From Charging Older Customers More Than Three Times What They 

Charge Younger Adults. “Raises premiums for older people. The Affordable Care Act limited insurers from 

charging older customers more than three times what they charge younger adults. The House bill would raise 

that to five times. This may enable younger consumers to find cheaper coverage, but older policyholders would 

face higher rates.” [Huffington Post, 3/6/17] 

 

Repealing The ACA Would End The Guarantee That People Under 26 Can Stay On Their Parents’ Health 

Insurance, Which Cut The Uninsured Rate For Young Adults In Half After The ACA’s Implementation. 

“Repealing the ACA could have devastating consequences for young adults. Prior to the ACA, young adults were 

uninsured at a higher rate than any other age group. However, thanks to the ACA’s various coverage provisions, the 

young adult uninsured rate has been cut in half since 2010. One of the law’s most popular components allows 

young people to stay on a parent’s health plan until they are 26. This dependent coverage provision has helped 

millions of young people gain access to health insurance during a volatile age range when many are pursuing higher 

education; beginning their careers; or working in part-time or contract jobs that do not offer benefits. It has also 

helped young adults secure more comprehensive coverage than many were previously able to access through 

student health plans available prior to the ACA. The law made important strides in boosting the quality of these 

policies by requiring that they cover preexisting conditions; banning annual and lifetime limits; and providing 

preventive care at no out-of-pocket cost.” [Center for American Progress, 10/1/20] 

 

Adair Opposed The Extension Of Affordable Care Act Advanced Premium Tax Credits, Whose 

Expiration Drastically Raised Health Care Costs For OR-05 Residents On Marketplace Plans  

 

Adair Opposed The Extension Of Affordable Care Act Advanced Premium Tax Credits 

 

November 2025: Adair Retweeted A Post Opposing The Extension Of Affordable Care Act Advanced 

Premium Tax Credits. Adair retweeted a post from Senator Roger Marshall that read: “Republicans will have a 

healthcare bill by December that puts the American patient first again. And we will not be sending $150 billion 

subsidies to insurance companies anymore.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 11/10/25]  

https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/ppi/2017-01/Protecting-Affordable-Health-Insurance-for-Older.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/house-republicans-obamacare-repeal_us_58bdf877e4b09ab537d63e57?fdstwkxjjum1da38fr
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/chaos-repealing-affordable-care-act-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://x.com/RogerMarshallMD/status/1988078734029844555?s=20


 

 
 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 11/10/25] 

 

January 2026: Affordable Care Act Advanced Premium Tax Credits Expired After Republicans Failed To 

Extend Them In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

January 2026: Affordable Care Act Enhanced Premium Tax Credits Expired. “The Affordable Care Act 

(ACA) enhanced premium tax credits expired on January 1st, 2026, causing premium payments to increase 

significantly for many Americans enrolled in ACA exchange plans. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 

projected that a permanent extension of the enhanced tax credits would increase the number of people with health 

insurance by 3.8 million in 2035. Without the extension, the CBO anticipated insurers on the individual market 

would raise rates with the expectation that some healthier people would drop coverage rather than pay a 

significantly higher monthly amount. The total number of people who have enrolled in the ACA Marketplaces and 

paid for at minimum one month of coverage won’t be available until the summer of 2026.” [Peterson-KFF Health 

System Tracker, 1/14/26]  

 

July 2025: The One Big Beautiful Bill Failed To Extend Enhanced Premium Tax Credits For ACA 

Marketplace Plans. “The OBBBA did not extend enhanced premium tax credits for ACA marketplace plans. As a 

result, when open enrollment begins on November 1, 2025, 20 million marketplace enrollees will see their premium 

costs spike.” [Center for American Progress, 7/29/25] 

 

Insurers That Participated In The ACA Marketplaces Raised Premiums In Response To The Expiration Of 

Advanced Premium Tax Credits, Driving Up Health Care Costs By Nearly 300% For Some Households In 

OR-05 

 

Peterson-KFF Health System Tracker: Insurers That Participated In The ACA Marketplaces Raised 

Premiums On Average By 20% In 2026. “For 2026, across 312 insurers participating in the ACA Marketplaces 

from the 50 states and the District of Columbia, this analysis shows a median proposed premium increase of 18%, 

which is about 11 percentage points higher than last year. This is the largest rate change insurers have requested 

since 2018, the last time that policy uncertainty contributed to sharp premium increases. On average, ACA 

Marketplace insurers are raising premiums by about 20% in 2026. Based on a more detailed analysis of available 

https://x.com/RogerMarshallMD/status/1988078734029844555?s=20
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/higher-premium-payments-or-higher-deductibles-the-tradeoffs-aca-enrollees-face/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-implementation-timeline-of-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act/


 

 
 

documents from insurers in 19 states and the District of Columbia, like in prior years, growth in health care prices 

stood out as a key factor driving costs in 2026. Insurers cite increasing cost and utilization of high-priced drugs as 

well as general market factors, such as increasing labor costs and inflation, as contributing to premium increases.” 

[Peterson-KFF Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

• The Majority Of Insurers Assumed Enhanced Tax Credits Would Expire At The End Of 2025, Which 

Caused Them To Raise Their Rates By An Average Of 4%. “Uncertainty over federal policy changes has 

forced insurers to make some assumptions when developing their rates for 2026. Commonly mentioned by 

insurers is the impact of the expiration of enhanced premium tax credits, which are scheduled to sunset at the 

end of 2025, unless extended by Congress. The majority of insurers have assumed that enhanced tax credits 

will expire at the end of this year, driving rates an average of 4 percentage points higher than they otherwise 

would be. These increased rates are due to insurers anticipating that some healthier members will leave the 

ACA Marketplaces when their subsidies decrease, creating an enrollee base that is less healthy and more 

expensive on average.” [Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

2026: KFF: Without Affordable Care Act Advanced Premium Tax Credits, A 60-Year Old Couple Making 

$85,000 In OR-05 Saw Their Monthly Premiums Rise By 293%, Or $1,767. [KFF, 10/9/25]  

 

2026: Premium Increase For A 60-Year Old Couple Making $85,000 Without ACA Advanced Premium 

Tax Credits 

District Average Percent Increase Average Cost Increase 

OR-05 293% $1,767 

[KFF, 10/9/25] 

 

October 2023: Adair Approved A Budget That Raised Health Insurance Payment Rates For 

County Workers By 29% And Expressed Concerns That The Increase Was Not High Enough 

 

October 2023: Adair Approved A Budget That Raised Health Insurance Payment Rates For County 

Workers By 29%, Adair Expressed Concerns That The Increase Was Not High Enough 

 

October 2023: Adair Approved A Budget That Raised Health Insurance Payment Rates For County 

Workers, Increasing The Amount They Had To Pay By 29%. “Nevertheless, Chang was ‘relieved’ the county 

will now provide its employees the coverage they have been asking for, he wrote in a text message to The Bulletin. 

The allowance of full abortion coverage will increase costs for the county's health benefits fund by $8,000-$12,000. 

Commissioners approved numerous other changes Wednesday. One such change was a shift to a two-tier structure 

through which employees saw a roughly 29% increase in the rates they'll pay, which was in response to a similar 

increase to the amount the county pays, said Kathleen Hinman, the county's human resources director. ‘While 29% 

increase might be large right now, keep in mind we have not adjusted in 10 years,’ Hinman said. Adair was 

concerned that the county wasn't raising rates for employees enough due to a dwindling health benefits fund 

balance. ‘I find it fascinating that we are not raising that at a greater rate,’ Adair said.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/19/23] 

 

October 2023: Adair Said She Was Concerned That The Increase In Health Insurance Payments For County 

Employees Was Not High Enough. “Nevertheless, Chang was ‘relieved’ the county will now provide its 

employees the coverage they have been asking for, he wrote in a text message to The Bulletin. The allowance of 

full abortion coverage will increase costs for the county's health benefits fund by $8,000-$12,000. Commissioners 

approved numerous other changes Wednesday. One such change was a shift to a two-tier structure through which 

employees saw a roughly 29% increase in the rates they'll pay, which was in response to a similar increase to the 

amount the county pays, said Kathleen Hinman, the county's human resources director. ‘While 29% increase might 

be large right now, keep in mind we have not adjusted in 10 years,’ Hinman said. Adair was concerned that the 

county wasn't raising rates for employees enough due to a dwindling health benefits fund balance. ‘I find it 

fascinating that we are not raising that at a greater rate,’ Adair said.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/19/23]  

 

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/which-congressional-districts-could-see-the-greatest-aca-premium-payment-increases/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/which-congressional-districts-could-see-the-greatest-aca-premium-payment-increases/
https://bendbulletin.com/2023/10/19/deschutes-county-employees-to-have-comprehensive-abortion-care-covered-for-first-time/
https://bendbulletin.com/2023/10/19/deschutes-county-employees-to-have-comprehensive-abortion-care-covered-for-first-time/


 

 
 

Adair Repeatedly Voted To Raise Property Taxes For Deschutes County And Supported 

Reckless Tariff Policies That Worsened The Affordability Crisis For Oregon Households  

 

Adair Repeatedly Voted To Raise Property Taxes On Deschutes County Residents Despite 

Expressing Concerns About High Taxes 

 

May 2023: Adair Voted To Raise Property Taxes For Rural Residents By Six Cents Per $1,000 In Assessed 

Property Value 

 

May 2023: Adair Voted To Raise Property Taxes For Rural Residents By Six Cents Per $1,000 In Assessed 

Property Value. Deschutes County Commissioners Patti Adair and Tony DeBone approved a nearly $14,000 

salary increase for themselves last month, outvoting the commission's third member, Phil Chang, who said he will 

refuse to accept the raise. The decision, which brought commissioners' pay budget from $111,422 annually to 

$125,149, was a part of deliberations during the last week of May. In the same meeting, commissioners also raised 

property taxes for rural county residents by 6 cents to roughly $1.28 per $1,000 in assessed property value.” [Bend 

Bulletin, 6/7/23] 

 

Adair Said That The Tax Increase Was Necessary Due To High Interest Rates And Dwindling Revenues In 

Departments Across The County. “Deschutes County Commissioners Patti Adair and Tony DeBone approved a 

nearly $14,000 salary increase for themselves last month, outvoting the commission's third member, Phil Chang, 

who said he will refuse to accept the raise. The decision, which brought commissioners' pay from $111,422 

annually to $125,149, was a part of budget deliberations during the last week of May. In the same meeting, 

commissioners also raised property taxes for rural county residents by 6 cents to roughly $1.28 per $1,000 in 

assessed property value. Adair thought both increases were fair. High interest rates and dwindling revenues in 

departments across the county couldn't be ignored, which is why the tax increase was necessary, she told The 

Bulletin. As for the raise, it was a recommendation from the county's elected official compensation committee. ‘I 

definitely didn't do the job for the money,’ Adair said. ‘I work really hard at my job.’” [Bend Bulletin, 6/7/23] 

 

May 2022: Adair Voted In Favor Of A Property Tax Increase Of Six Cents Per $1,000 Of Assessed Value 

 

May 2022: Adair Voted In Favor Of A Property Tax Increase Of Six Cents Per $1,000 Of Assessed Value. “A 

proposal to increase the property taxes for general Deschutes County operations failed to pass, but the sheriff's 

office rural law enforcement district will likely see a rate increase of 9 cents per $1,000 of assessed value. The 

Deschutes County Budget Committee on Thursday voted 3-3 on the proposal to raise Deschutes County's property 

tax assessment rate by 6 cents per $1,000 of assessed value over the current rate, roughly $1.22 per $1,000 of 

assessed value. Commissioner Phil Chang proposed the increase, which would have brought the county's tax rate 

back up to what it previously was before a previous commission reduced it in 2018. […] Fellow Commissioner 

Patti Adair also voted in favor of the increase. When asked why, Adair said in an interview she was concerned 

about increasing costs for capital projects like the courthouse. She also said she was concerned about raising taxes 

on residents when inflation is so high.”” [Bend Bulletin, 5/29/22]  

 

• May 2022: The Property Tax Increase Failed To Pass, With The Deschutes County Budget Committee 

Vote Tying 3-3. “A proposal to increase the property taxes for general Deschutes County operations failed to 

pass, but the sheriff's office rural law enforcement district will likely see a rate increase of 9 cents per $1,000 of 

assessed value. The Deschutes County Budget Committee on Thursday voted 3-3 on the proposal to raise 

Deschutes County's property tax assessment rate by 6 cents per $1,000 of assessed value over the current rate, 

roughly $1.22 per $1,000 of assessed value. Commissioner Phil Chang proposed the increase, which would 

have brought the county's tax rate back up to what it previously was before a previous commission reduced it in 

2018.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/29/22]  

 

May 2022: Adair Said She Was Concerned About Raising Taxes When Inflation Was High. “Raising the tax 

rate back up to its original rate would pull in roughly $1.8 million a year, according to the county's finance 

https://bendbulletin.com/2023/06/06/deschutes-county-commissioners-approve-nearly-14000-salary-hike-for-themselves/
https://bendbulletin.com/2023/06/06/deschutes-county-commissioners-approve-nearly-14000-salary-hike-for-themselves/
https://bendbulletin.com/2022/05/28/deschutes-county-tax-rate-increase-proposal-fails-in-split-vote/
https://bendbulletin.com/2022/05/28/deschutes-county-tax-rate-increase-proposal-fails-in-split-vote/


 

 
 

department. ‘The context is that we are at a crossroads year,’ Chang told The Bulletin. ‘From this point forward, 

our reserves are steadily being drawn down, (and) we have huge capital construction needs coming up in the next 

few years. Looking at our assessed rate is one of the ways the county is able to provide services to a growing 

community.’ Fellow Commissioner Patti Adair also voted in favor of the increase. When asked why, Adair said in 

an interview she was concerned about increasing costs for capital projects like the courthouse. She also said she 

was concerned about raising taxes on residents when inflation is so high.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/29/22]  

 

2018: Adair Expressed Concerns About High Property Tax Burdens In Deschutes County 

 

2018: Adair: “A Lot Of People Are Paying More For Their Property Taxes Than They Are For Their 

Mortgage, […] They're Getting Hammered.”  “The Democrat Party has fielded one candidate for each position 

in the primary - Amy Lowes seeking Position 1 and James Cook aiming for Position 3.  Adair, a former CPA, says 

she is concerned about county finances and the property tax burden borne by local residents. ‘A lot of people are 

paying more for their property taxes than they are for their mortgage,’ she said. ‘They're getting hammered. I just 

am hearing from too many people who are struggling to stay here.’” [Nugget Newspaper, 5/2/18] 

 

2025: Adair Said She “Worked Tirelessly To Keep Property Taxes Down” On Her Campaign Website 

 

Adair Stated That She “Worked Tirelessly To Keep Property Taxes Down” And That Taxes Were Down 

$0.06/Per Thousand Since She Took Office As County Commissioner. “Fiscal Operations & Responsibility: As 

a CPA, Patti is uniquely positioned to bring fiscal responsibility to county government. She is creative, innovative, 

and a good steward of our collective resources. She has worked tirelessly to keep property taxes down (in fact, they 

are down $0.06/per thousand for the past four years under Patti’s leadership). These efforts are critical, especially 

as our community experiences severe inflation. Patti will continue this fight in the coming years and remains 

respectful of your hard-earned money.” [Patti Adair For Deschutes County Commission via Internet Archive, 

accessed 1/24/25] 

 

 
[Patti Adair For Deschutes County Commission via Internet Archive, accessed 1/24/25] 

 

Adair Supported Trump’s Tariffs, Retweeting A Post Calling Them A “Reset” Which “May Be The 

Best Thing That Has Happened To Americans In A Very Long Time” 

 

Adair Expressed Support For Trump’s Tariffs On Twitter 

 

March 2025: Adair Retweeted A Post Supporting Trump’s Tariffs. “THIS is what tariffs are all about ‼️ Putting 

America First American cattle rancher, ‘Welcomes the 25% tariffs on Canadian and Mexican beef and cattle, and 

we want more — For decades now we've argued that free trade, meaning when tariffs are reduced to zero, was 

harming American farmers and ranchers, particularly cattle and sheep farmers and ranchers’ ‘Since zero tariffs for 

cattle and beef went into effect between the US, Canada and Mexico in 1994, the US has lost about 285,000 beef 

cattle farmers and ranches. Our national cattle herd is shrunk by about 6.5 million mother cows, and we've 

eliminated over 87,000 farmer feeders from our domestic supply chain's marketing outlets. What zero tariffs did 

was allow global importers to displace domestic farmers and ranchers, domestic cattle and domestic cattle feeding 

opportunities with cheaper imports’ ‘Our logical arguments against free trade included that many foreign countries 

had lower wages, lower production standards, relaxed environmental standards, and weaker currencies. We argued 

https://bendbulletin.com/2022/05/28/deschutes-county-tax-rate-increase-proposal-fails-in-split-vote/
https://www.nuggetnews.com/story/2018/05/02/news/crowded-primary-field-in-county-race/28376.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20250124210141/https:/patti4you.org/past-work/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250124210141/https:/patti4you.org/past-work/


 

 
 

that each of these advantages gave foreign countries an inherent pricing advantage over domestic producers’ This 

video is FULL of great info and facts and statistics about how not having tariffs have destroyed every aspect of our 

livestock farming industry.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 3/6/25]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 3/6/25] 

 

April 2025: Adair Retweeted A Post That Argued That Not Being Able To Purchase Goods From China Was 

“Blessing” And Said “I Think This Version Of A Reset May Be The Best Thing That Has Happened To 

Americans In A Very Long Time.” “You know, maybe not being able to buy another Chinese TV, phone, child 

labor clothing, or plastic crap toy is a blessing. Maybe people will adjust how they spend their personal time and 

money by turning inwards to self-sufficiency? Grow a garden, mend your clothes, kids playing outside, talk to your 

neighbors. I think this version of a reset may be the best thing that has happened to Americans in a very long time.” 

[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 4/28/25]  

 

https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1897788998770442717?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1897788998770442717?s=20
https://x.com/JoforOregon/status/1916850559312961538


 

 
 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 4/28/25] 

 

Trump’s Tariffs Were A Tax On Consumers And Estimated To Cost American Families More 

Than $2,500 A Year On Average As They Pushed Up The Prices Of Everyday Goods  

 

2026: The Joint Economic Committee Estimated That Tariffs Would Cost American Families More Than 

$2,500 A Year On Average 

 

Joint Economic Committee Minority: “American Families Will Pay More Than $2,500 Each In Tariff Costs 

In 2026.” “Even though the Supreme Court ruled that the bulk of President Trump’s tariff agenda was illegal, the 

administration moved immediately to enact new tariffs that Treasury Secretary Bessent claims will result in 

‘virtually unchanged tariff revenue in 2026’. If Bessent’s estimates hold true, the Joint Economic Committee – 

Minority estimates that American families will pay more than $2,500 each in tariff costs in 2026. Building on its 

previous tariff cost estimates, the Committee combined official data from the U.S. Treasury Department on the 

amount of tariff revenue collected since the start of 2025 with independent estimates from the nonpartisan 

Congressional Budget Office of the percent of each tariff dollar that is ultimately paid by American consumers. The 

Committee found that if tariff revenue stays at the level recorded in January 2026 for the rest of the year, American 

families would in total pay more than $330 billion in tariff costs in 2026, an average of more than $2,500 per 

household in tariff costs this year. This is substantially higher than the more than $1,700 in average tariff costs that 

the JEC – Minority previously estimated that families paid during the first year of Trump’s second term.” [Joint 

Economic Committee Minority, Fact Sheet, March 2026] 

 

• January 2025-February 2026: Trump’s Tariffs Cost Americans An Average Of More Than $1,700 Per 

Family. “Following the Supreme Court’s decision today to overturn Trump’s tariffs, the Joint Economic 

Committee – Minority released an updated report estimating that American families have already paid more 

than $1,700 each in tariff costs since President Trump took office. Combining Treasury Department data on the 

amount of tariff revenue collected across the first year of Trump’s term with independent estimates from the 

nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the percent of each tariff dollar that is paid by American 

consumers, the Committee found that they paid more than $231 billion in total tariff costs between February 

2025 and January 2026, an average of more than $1,700 per family.” [Joint Economic Committee Minority, 

2/26/26]  

 

Joint Economic Committee Minority: With The Trump Administration’s Projected Tariff Policy, “American 

Families Would In Total Pay More Than $300 Billion In Tariff Costs In 2026.” “Even though the Supreme 

Court ruled that the bulk of President Trump’s tariff agenda was illegal, the administration moved immediately to 

enact new tariffs that Treasury Secretary Bessent claims will result in ‘virtually unchanged tariff revenue in 2026’. 

If Bessent’s estimates hold true, the Joint Economic Committee – Minority estimates that American families will 

pay more than $2,500 each in tariff costs in 2026. Building on its previous tariff cost estimates, the Committee 

combined official data from the U.S. Treasury Department on the amount of tariff revenue collected since the start 

of 2025 with independent estimates from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the percent of each tariff 

dollar that is ultimately paid by American consumers. The Committee found that if tariff revenue stays at the level 

recorded in January 2026 for the rest of the year, American families would in total pay more than $330 billion in 

tariff costs in 2026, an average of more than $2,500 per household in tariff costs this year. This is substantially 

https://x.com/JoforOregon/status/1916850559312961538
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/4836e257-91a5-426b-95bb-3e575a855f5b/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-2026.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/issue-briefs?ID=AFA2CFEC-1BC6-49AB-98C2-6E5243ED2413


 

 
 

higher than the more than $1,700 in average tariff costs that the JEC – Minority previously estimated that families 

paid during the first year of Trump’s second term.” [Joint Economic Committee Minority, Fact Sheet, March 2026] 

 

Trump’s Tariffs Were A Tax On Consumers, Representing “The Largest U.S. Tax Increase As A Percent Of 

GDP Since 1993” 

 

The Tax Foundation, A Nonpartisan Organization, Described Trump’s Tariffs As “The Largest U.S. Tax 

Increase As A Percent Of GDP Since 1993.” “President Donald Trump's tariffs cost the average American 

household $1,000 last year, according to new research from the nonpartisan Tax Foundation…The research called 

Trump's tariffs ‘the largest U.S. tax increase as a percent of GDP since 1993.’ It suggests the president's signature 

economic policy is exacerbating cost of living concerns at a time when many households are grappling with 

persistently high prices. According to the research think tank Tax Foundation, the federal government collected 

$264 billion in total tariff revenues in 2025 -- far short of the trillions regularly touted by the White House. The 

research also finds the tariffs will offset most of the economic benefits of the new tax cuts from Trump's signature 

tax law that took effect this year.” [ABC News, 2/9/26] 

 

• Tax Foundation: “Tariffs Are Taxes That Raise Prices And Reduce Available Quantities Of Goods And 

Services For US Businesses And Consumers, Resulting In Lower Income, Reduced Employment, And 

Lower Economic Output.” “The Trump tariffs amount to an average tax increase per US household of $1,200 

in 2025 and $1,600 in 2026. Under the tariffs imposed and scheduled as of November 1 the weighted average 

applied tariff rate on all imports rises to 18.2 percent, and the average effective tariff rate, reflecting behavioral 

responses, rises to 13.1 percent—the highest average rate since 1941. The Trump tariffs are the largest US tax 

increase as a percent of GDP (0.54 percent for 2025) since 1993, surpassing the tax increases enacted under 

President Barack Obama and President George H.W. Bush. Trump’s imposed tariffs will raise $2.4 trillion in 

revenue over the next decade on a conventional basis and reduce US GDP by 0.6 percent, all before foreign 

retaliation. Accounting for negative economic effects, the revenue raised by the tariffs falls to $1.8 trillion over 

the next decade. The Trump tariffs threaten to offset much of the economic benefits of the new tax cuts, while 

falling short of paying for them. […] Historical evidence and recent studies show that tariffs are taxes that raise 

prices and reduce available quantities of goods and services for US businesses and consumers, resulting in 

lower income, reduced employment, and lower economic output.” [Tax Foundation, 10/31/25] 

 

Trump’s Tariffs Raised Costs On Everything From Groceries To Pharmaceuticals To Cars, Straining 

Oregonians’ Pocketbooks  

 

Trump’s Tariffs Raised The Cost Of Groceries And Household Goods 

 

September 2025: Axios Headline: “Grocery Inflation Highest Since 2022 As Trump Tariffs Pile Up.” [Axios, 

9/11/25]  

 

• Trump’s Tariffs Contributed To Prices Rising For Groceries. “President Donald Trump pledged to bring 

down grocery costs. But his administration’s policies are contributing to an acceleration in prices, food 

economists and companies say. Grocery prices last month rose at their fastest pace in three years, stoked by 

Trump’s tariffs, a crackdown on immigration, and extreme weather hurting food production. Prices jumped 

0.6% in August from the month prior, according to the latest reading from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and 

they are up 2.7% from a year ago. Food prices are deeply personal to consumers, and weekly grocery bills 

shape their overall perceptions of the economy. More than half of Americans count grocery costs as a major 

stress in their lives. Low-income and middle-income Americans, hit the hardest by rising grocery costs, are 

changing where they shop and what they buy. Companies are also taking extreme measures to appeal to 

shoppers strained by higher prices, such as bringing back paper coupons.” [CNN, 9/20/25] 

 

HEADLINE: “The Maker Of Tide And Charmin Said It Will Raise Prices In Part Because Of Tariffs.” 

[CNN, 7/29/25] 

 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/4836e257-91a5-426b-95bb-3e575a855f5b/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-2026.pdf
https://abcnews.com/Business/trumps-tariffs-cost-american-households-1000-year-research/story?id=130003484&cid=social_twitter_abcn
https://taxfoundation.org/research/all/federal/trump-tariffs-trade-war/
https://www.axios.com/2025/09/11/trump-tariffs-grocery-prices-rise-cpi
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/20/business/grocery-store-prices-kroger-coupons
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/29/business/tide-charmin-price-increases


 

 
 

Proctor & Gamble, Maker Of Household Staples Including Detergent And Toilet Paper Raised Prices 

Because Of Donald Trump’s Tariffs. “Procter & Gamble, the maker of several household staples including Tide 

detergent and Charmin toilet paper, is hiking prices because of President Donald Trump’s tariffs.” [CNN, 7/29/25] 

 

September 2025: Trump’s Tariffs On Drug Imports Could Raise Prices For Americans 

 

Trump’s Tariffs On Drug Product Imports Could Raise Prices For Americans. “Analysts are already warning 

that U.S. consumers could see higher prices due to new tariffs President Donald Trump plans to impose on drug 

product imports as soon as next week. But a series of exemptions may blunt the ultimate impact. In a Truth Social 

post late Thursday, Trump said that any branded or patented pharmaceutical products brought into the U.S. would 

face a 100% tariff starting Oct. 1.” [NBC News, 9/26/25] 

 

Trump’s Tariffs Spiked Car Prices 

 

Kelley Blue Book: “President Trump Has Announced A 25% Tariff On All Cars Built Outside The United 

States And On Many Parts Used In Cars Built Here. […] Shoppers Can Expect The Tariffs To Increase Car 

Prices By As Much As $6,000 On Vehicles Priced Under $40,000.” “President Trump has announced a 25% 

tariff on all cars built outside the United States and on many parts used in cars built here. See our latest news 

updates below on where tariffs stand. Effective Dates: Imported Cars: Tariffs began on April 3. Car Parts: Tariffs 

began on May 3. These tariffs have started to increase car prices. To save money, consider locking in a new car 

deal before any potential price increases take effect. Can You Avoid a Car Tariff? No vehicle made at an assembly 

plant in the United States is 100% made here. Even Tesla sources its parts from other countries. This means that 

with tariffs, car prices will increase for American car buyers, though the timing remains unclear. You can 

potentially avoid paying a tariff on a new car by purchasing one that was imported to the U.S. before the tariffs took 

effect, or by buying a used car. How Will Tariffs Affect Car Buying? If new cars become too expensive, used cars 

will become more attractive. However, if demand spikes, used car prices may also increase. Here’s more 

information: New cars: Shoppers can expect the tariffs to increase car prices by as much as $6,000 on vehicles 

priced under $40,000. Higher car prices mean higher car taxes, financing, car insurance, and other ownership costs. 

This price pressure will make cars less affordable for consumers.” [Kelley Blue Book, 9/15/25]  

 

Trump’s Tariffs Worsened Inflation 

 

Reuters Headline: “Powell Says Tariffs Keeping Inflation Elevated, Fed Watching Energy Prices Closely.” 

[Reuters, 3/18/26] 

 

March 2026: Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell Estimated That “A Big Chunk Of” The Current High 

Inflation Rate “Is Actually Tariffs.” “Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell on Wednesday described significant 

challenges in bringing inflation down, from persistent tariff-driven price hikes to Iran war-driven energy price hikes 

that the U.S. central bank may not be able to ‘look through’ as a transitory shock. Powell, speaking in a press 

conference after the end of the Fed's latest two-day policy meeting, said the central bank needs to see core inflation 

come down this year as the one-time impact of President Donald Trump's tariffs pass through the economy. 

Inflation, as measured by the Fed's preferred gauge, has remained well above ⁠the central bank's 2% target, at about 

3%, and ‘some big chunk of that, between a half and three-quarters is actually tariffs, so we're looking for progress 

on that,’ Powell said.” [Reuters, 3/18/26] 

 

• Reuters: “Inflation [...] Has Remained Well Above The Central Bank’s 2% Target, At About 3%, And 

‘Some Big Chunk Of That, Between A Half And Three-Quarters Is Actually Tariffs’,” According To Fed 

Chair Jerome Powell. “Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell on Wednesday described significant challenges 

in bringing inflation down, from persistent tariff-driven price hikes to Iran war-driven energy price hikes that 

the U.S. central bank may not be able to ‘look through’ as a transitory shock. Powell, speaking in a press 

conference after the end of the Fed's latest two-day policy meeting, said the central bank needs to see core 

inflation come down this year as the one-time impact of President Donald Trump's tariffs pass through the 

economy. Inflation, as measured by the Fed's preferred gauge, has remained well above ⁠the central bank's 2% 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/29/business/tide-charmin-price-increases
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/trumps-pharma-tariffs-raise-drug-prices-consumers-exemptions-may-blunt-rcna233862
https://www.kbb.com/tariffs/#related
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/powell-says-tariffs-keeping-inflation-elevated-fed-watching-energy-prices-2026-03-18/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/powell-says-tariffs-keeping-inflation-elevated-fed-watching-energy-prices-2026-03-18/


 

 
 

target, at about 3%, and ‘some big chunk of that, between a half and three-quarters is actually tariffs, so we're 

looking for progress on that,’ Powell said.” [Reuters, 3/18/26] 

 

HEADLINE: “U.S. Producer Prices Surge In July As Trump Tariffs Push Costs Higher.” [Associated Press, 

8/14/25] 

 

HEADLINE: “Key Inflation Gauge Sped Up In July As Companies Grappled With Tariffs.” [New York 

Times, 8/12/25] 

 

Adair Was An Anti-Abortion Extremist Who Voted Against Providing Abortion Coverage 

To County Workers And Touted The Endorsement Of Oregon Right To Life  

 

Adair Repeatedly Voted Against A Proposal To Expand Health Insurance Coverage For County 

Workers To Fully Cover Abortion, Which Would Have Aligned The County With State Law 

 

October 2021: The Deschutes County Health Care Plan For County Employees Did Not Cover Abortions 

Unless The Life Of The Mother Was Endangered Or If The Pregnancy Was The Result Of Rape Or Incest 

 

October 2021: The Deschutes County Health Care Plan For County Employees Did Not Cover Abortions 

Unless The Life Of The Mother Was Endangered Or If The Pregnancy Was The Result Of Rape Or Incest. 

“The Deschutes County Commission will soon be discussing whether the county's health care plan will fully cover 

abortion care. Currently, the county's health care plan does not cover abortions unless the life of the mother is 

endangered or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest, according to county documents. On Wednesday, the 

commission was presented with a set of new recommendations from human resources staff and the Employee 

Benefits Advisory Committee, whose job it is to review and evaluate employee benefits, according to Deputy 

County Administrator Whitney Hale.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/15/21] 

 

October 2021: The County Employee Benefits Advisory Committee Presented A Proposal To The Deschutes 

County Commission To Add Abortion Coverage To The County Health Plan, Aligning The County With 

State Policy 

 

October 2021: The Deschutes County Employee Benefits Advisory Committee Recommended The County 

Commission Update County Health Plans To Fully Cover Abortion. “The Deschutes County Commission will 

soon be discussing whether the county's health care plan will fully cover abortion care. Currently, the county's 

health care plan does not cover abortions unless the life of the mother is endangered or if the pregnancy is the result 

of rape or incest, according to county documents. On Wednesday, the commission was presented with a set of new 

recommendations from human resources staff and the Employee Benefits Advisory Committee, whose job it is to 

review and evaluate employee benefits, according to Deputy County Administrator Whitney Hale. One of the 

several recommendations made by the committee included abortion coverage. Commissioner Patti Adair paused 

moving forward with approving any of the health plan recommendations until this item could be discussed 

further. When asked why she chose to do this, Adair told The Bulletin it was because the state allows ‘full-term 

abortions.’” [Bend Bulletin, 10/15/21] 

 

• The Committee Suggested Ten Updates To The Health Care Plan, Including The Abortion Provision. 

“One of the several recommendations made by the committee included abortion coverage. Commissioner Patti 

Adair paused moving forward with approving any of the health plan recommendations until this item could be 

discussed further. When asked why she chose to do this, Adair told The Bulletin it was because the state allows 

‘full-term abortions.’ ‘Full-term abortion’ is not a medical term. […] ‘Really a full-term abortion, I think that's 

murder,’ Adair said Thursday. In response to Adair's concerns, the commission decided to move the discussion 

about health care benefits to a meeting on Monday. That's when Adair said she plans to suggest the commission 

go with the recommendation made by human resources staff, which recommends the county keep the current 

plan that includes exceptions. Of the 10 recommendations made by the advisory committee and human 

https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/powell-says-tariffs-keeping-inflation-elevated-fed-watching-energy-prices-2026-03-18/
https://apnews.com/article/producer-prices-inflation-trump-tariffs-economy-0f6613cc6f9e1b76939fdcf2c9ad8d03
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/12/business/cpi-inflation-trump-tariffs.html


 

 
 

resources staff about health care plan changes, the only item where the committee and human resources split 

opinions concerned abortion. In general in Oregon, private health-insurance plans must include abortion 

coverage without limitations, as a result of the state's Reproductive Health Act.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/15/21] 

 

October 2021: Deschutes County’s Plan Was Exempted From A State Law That Required Private Health 

Insurers To Cover Abortion Because It Excluded Abortion Services Prior To The Act’s Passing. “Of the 10 

recommendations made by the advisory committee and human resources staff about health care plan changes, the 

only item where the committee and human resources split opinions concerned abortion. In general in Oregon, 

private health-insurance plans must include abortion coverage without limitations, as a result of the state's 

Reproductive Health Act. The county's plan differs from surrounding cities, like La Pine and Bend, which provide 

coverage for abortion without limitations. But the act allows for plans to be grandfathered in if the plan excluded 

abortion services prior to the act passing. The health plan for the county, which is self-insured, qualifies for this 

exception, according to county documents.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/15/21] 

 

• August 2017: Oregon’s Reproductive Health Equity Act Required All Commercial Health Plans 

Regulated By The State Of Oregon To Cover Abortion With No Out-Of-Pocket Costs Starting In 2019. 

“What is the Reproductive Health Equity Act? On Aug. 15, 2017, Governor Brown signed the Reproductive 

Health Equity Act (House Bill 3391) into law. The Reproductive Health Equity Act: protects and expands 

coverage for reproductive health services at no out-of-pocket cost for Oregonians covered by commercial 

health plans regulated by the State of Oregon establishes reproductive health coverage for undocumented 

Oregon women prohibits commercial health plans regulated by the State of Oregon from discriminating on the 

basis of gender identity codifies the right to abortion in the State of Oregon. […] Starting January 1, 2019, 

commercial health plans regulated by the State of Oregon will be required to cover abortion with no out-of-

pocket costs, even if the patient has to go out of network for care.” [Planned Parenthood of Southwestern 

Oregon, accessed 4/23/26]  

 

October 2021: Adair Blocked Approval Of Any Of The Health Care Plan Recommendations Until The 

Abortion Item Could Be Discussed Further The Following Week, Claiming Oregon Allowed “Full-Term 

Abortions” 

 

October 2021: Adair Blocked Approval Of Any Of The Health Care Plan Recommendations Until The 

Abortion Item Could Be Discussed Further. “The Deschutes County Commission will soon be discussing 

whether the county's health care plan will fully cover abortion care. Currently, the county's health care plan does 

not cover abortions unless the life of the mother is endangered or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest, 

according to county documents. On Wednesday, the commission was presented with a set of new recommendations 

from human resources staff and the Employee Benefits Advisory Committee, whose job it is to review and evaluate 

employee benefits, according to Deputy County Administrator Whitney Hale. One of the several recommendations 

made by the committee included abortion coverage. Commissioner Patti Adair paused moving forward with 

approving any of the health plan recommendations until this item could be discussed further. When asked why she 

chose to do this, Adair told The Bulletin it was because the state allows ‘full-term abortions.’” [Bend Bulletin, 

10/15/21] 

 

Adair Said She Paused Discussion Because Oregon Allowed “Full-Term Abortions” And Said “Really A 

Full-Term Abortion, I Think That's Murder.” “One of the several recommendations made by the committee 

included abortion coverage. Commissioner Patti Adair paused moving forward with approving any of the health 

plan recommendations until this item could be discussed further. When asked why she chose to do this, Adair told 

The Bulletin it was because the state allows ‘full-term abortions.’ ‘Full-term abortion’ is not a medical term. Late-

term abortion refers generally to pregnancies terminated during or after the 21st to 24th week of gestation, but 

many doctors avoid that language, calling it imprecise and misleading. Abortions at or after 21 weeks are 

uncommon, representing 1% of all abortions in the U.S., according to the Kaiser Family Foundation. ‘Really a full-

term abortion, I think that's murder,’ Adair said Thursday. In response to Adair's concerns, the commission decided 

to move the discussion about health care benefits to a meeting on Monday. That's when Adair said she plans to 

suggest the commission go with the recommendation made by human resources staff, which recommends the 

https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-southwestern-oregon/patient-resources/reproductive-health-equity-act-faqs


 

 
 

county keep the current plan that includes exceptions.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/15/21] 

 

• The Bend Bulletin: “‘Full-Term Abortion’ Is Not A Medical Term. Late-Term Abortion Refers 

Generally To Pregnancies Terminated During Or After The 21st To 24th Week Of Gestation, But Many 

Doctors Avoid That Language, Calling It Imprecise And Misleading.” “One of the several 

recommendations made by the committee included abortion coverage. Commissioner Patti Adair paused 

moving forward with approving any of the health plan recommendations until this item could be discussed 

further. When asked why she chose to do this, Adair told The Bulletin it was because the state allows ‘full-term 

abortions.’ ‘Full-term abortion’ is not a medical term. Late-term abortion refers generally to pregnancies 

terminated during or after the 21st to 24th week of gestation, but many doctors avoid that language, calling it 

imprecise and misleading. Abortions at or after 21 weeks are uncommon, representing 1% of all abortions in 

the U.S., according to the Kaiser Family Foundation. ‘Really a full-term abortion, I think that's murder,’ Adair 

said Thursday. In response to Adair's concerns, the commission decided to move the discussion about health 

care benefits to a meeting on Monday. That's when Adair said she plans to suggest the commission go with the 

recommendation made by human resources staff, which recommends the county keep the current plan that 

includes exceptions.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/15/21] 

 

October 2021: Bend Bulletin: “In Response To Adair's Concerns, The Commission Decided To Move The 

Discussion About Health Care Benefits To A Meeting On Monday.” “One of the several recommendations 

made by the committee included abortion coverage. Commissioner Patti Adair paused moving forward with 

approving any of the health plan recommendations until this item could be discussed further. When asked why she 

chose to do this, Adair told The Bulletin it was because the state allows ‘full-term abortions.’ ‘Full-term abortion’ is 

not a medical term. […] ‘Really a full-term abortion, I think that's murder,’ Adair said Thursday. In response to 

Adair's concerns, the commission decided to move the discussion about health care benefits to a meeting on 

Monday. That's when Adair said she plans to suggest the commission go with the recommendation made by human 

resources staff, which recommends the county keep the current plan that includes exceptions. Of the 10 

recommendations made by the advisory committee and human resources staff about health care plan changes, the 

only item where the committee and human resources split opinions concerned abortion.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/15/21] 

 

October 2021: Adair Was The Deciding Vote Against Expanding Health Insurance Coverage For County 

Workers To Fully Cover Abortion 

 

October 2021: Adair Was The Deciding Vote Against Expanding Health Insurance Coverage For County 

Workers To Fully Cover Abortion. “The Deschutes County Commission decided against changing the county's 

health plan to fully cover abortion services. In a 2-1 vote, the commission decided to keep a policy that only covers 

the costs of an abortion if the pregnancy threatens the life of the mother, or if it was the result of rape or 

incest. Commission Chair Tony DeBone, who called the issue ‘very divisive,’ joined Commissioner Patti Adair to 

vote in favor of keeping the policy. Commissioner Phil Chang was the one vote against. In making its decision, the 

commission shot down a recommendation from the Employee Benefits Advisory Committee, which recommended 

the county align with state law to cover abortion without limitations.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/18/21]  

 

• October 2021: Bend Bulletin Headline: “Deschutes County Opts Not To Fully Cover Abortion In Health 

Plan.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/18/21]  

 

October 2021: Adair Said The County Should Keep Its Current Health Care Plan And Not Comprehensively 

Cover Abortion. “One of the several recommendations made by the committee included abortion coverage. 

Commissioner Patti Adair paused moving forward with approving any of the health plan recommendations until 

this item could be discussed further. When asked why she chose to do this, Adair told The Bulletin it was because 

the state allows ‘full-term abortions.’ ‘Full-term abortion’ is not a medical term. Late-term abortion refers generally 

to pregnancies terminated during or after the 21st to 24th week of gestation, but many doctors avoid that language, 

calling it imprecise and misleading. Abortions at or after 21 weeks are uncommon, representing 1% of all abortions 

in the U.S., according to the Kaiser Family Foundation. ‘Really a full-term abortion, I think that's murder,’ Adair 

said Thursday. In response to Adair's concerns, the commission decided to move the discussion about health care 

https://bendbulletin.com/2021/10/18/deschutes-county-commission-decides-against-covering-abortion-fully-in-health-plan/
https://bendbulletin.com/2021/10/18/deschutes-county-commission-decides-against-covering-abortion-fully-in-health-plan/


 

 
 

benefits to a meeting on Monday. That's when Adair said she plans to suggest the commission go with the 

recommendation made by human resources staff, which recommends the county keep the current plan that includes 

exceptions.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/15/21] 

 

October 2022: Adair Voted Again To Exclude Comprehensive Abortion Coverage From The County Health 

Care Plan, Saying: “Sometimes You Have To Follow What You Feel Is Important” And Calling The Current 

Plan “Fine” 

 

October 2022: Bend Source Headline: “County Still Not Funding Abortion: Despite The Overwhelming 

Support Of An Employee Advisory Committee, Deschutes County Commissioners Deny Expanding Health 

Plan To Fund Abortions.” [Bend Source, 10/26/22]  

 

• The Deschutes County Employee Benefit Advisory Committee Approved The Proposal By A 14-1 Vote 

Prior To Presenting It To The County Commission. “Deschutes County Commissioners Tony DeBone and 

Patti Adair removed a proposed health benefit that would’ve changed the county’s health plan to cover abortion 

services at the board’s regular meeting on Oct. 19. It was one of seven changes proposed by Deschutes 

County’s Employee Benefit Advisory Committee, which approved the proposals with a 14-1 vote. The county’s 

health plan currently only pays for abortions if the pregnancy is the product of rape or incest or if the mother’s 

life is in danger. Commissioner Phil Chang was the sole vote to include abortion services in the county health 

plan. ‘We are hearing from employees that they would like to have this benefit, (the Employee Benefit 

Advisory Council) voted 14-1 to support this change and the cost is very small. Benchmarking, comparing to 

other plans, indicates we are out of step with most other employers on these issues,’ Chang said. Adding 

abortion services to the health plan would cost the county an estimated $8,000 to $12,000 a year total. Chang 

added that he didn’t think funding abortions for county employees would change the number of employees 

seeking abortion.” [Bend Source, 10/26/22] 

 

October 2022: Bend Bulletin: Adair Was The Deciding Vote Against Expanding Health Insurance Coverage 

For County Workers To Fully Cover Abortion. “Abortion, climate change and housing were among key wedge 

issues in the race for Deschutes County Commission at a debate Thursday night, where incumbent commissioners 

Patti Adair and Tony DeBone defended their records in the face of opposition from challengers Morgan Schmidt 

and Oliver Tatom. The candidates have appeared in debates together multiple times this election season, often 

discussing the same topics. Thursday's debate, hosted by the League of Women Voters and the City Club of Central 

Oregon, brought up three key issues that highlight the stakes of the race. On Wednesday, in a 2-1 vote, the 

commission voted to exclude abortions in the county health care plan, except for those caused by rape or incest or 

that threaten the life of the mother. Adair and DeBone voted in favor of the exclusion, while Commissioner Phil 

Chang voted against it. At the debate Thursday, Adair and DeBone said they were pleased with the current health 

plan they provide employees.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/22/22] 

 

Adair: “Sometimes You Have To Follow What You Feel Is Important And I Feel That Our Grandfathered 

Plan Is Fine.” “I would agree with the values, and the fact that our plan is in compliance per legal, and it has been 

grandfathered in. I would continue it as it’s been grandfathered,’ Adair said. ‘Sometimes you have to follow what 

you feel is important and I feel that our grandfathered plan is fine.’ Adair added that abortions that can be covered 

in certain circumstances, that birth control is covered by insurers under the Affordable Care Act and that county 

employees are largely satisfied with the health plan. The issue has been divisive and is a point of attack among both 

Adair and DeBeone’s challengers in the upcoming election.” [Bend Source, 10/26/22] 

 

2023: Adair Was Eventually “Forced To Approve” Comprehensive Abortion Coverage For County 

Employees Following The Passage Of A New State Law 

 

Bend Bulletin Headline: “Employees To Have Abortion Care Covered Through Insurance; New State Law 

Forced Adair, Debone To OK Coverage. They Previously Voted Against It.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/19/23]  

 

2023: Bend Bulletin: “Starting Next Year, Deschutes County Employees Will Have Comprehensive Coverage 

https://www.bendsource.com/news/county-still-not-funding-abortion-17960645/
https://www.bendsource.com/news/county-still-not-funding-abortion-17960645/
https://bendbulletin.com/2022/10/21/key-wedge-issues-arise-at-another-deschutes-county-commission-debate/
https://www.bendsource.com/news/county-still-not-funding-abortion-17960645/
https://bendbulletin.com/2023/10/19/deschutes-county-employees-to-have-comprehensive-abortion-care-covered-for-first-time/


 

 
 

For Abortion Services In Their Health Plan For The First Time After County Commissioners Were Forced 

To Approve The Coverage By A Law Approved In The Recent Legislative Session.” “Starting next year, 

Deschutes County employees will have comprehensive coverage for abortion services in their health plan for the 

first time after county commissioners were forced to approve the coverage by a law approved in the recent 

legislative session. Two of three county commissioners had repeatedly voted to exclude abortion coverage from the 

employee health plan except in cases that threaten the life of the mother or are a product of rape or incest. 

Wednesday, that all changed. House Bill 2002, a health care bill that passed this spring, mandates that health 

benefit plans within Oregon must provide a number of health services, including abortion. That led to unanimous 

approval Wednesday from county commissioners for abortion coverage for employees.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/19/23] 

 

• 2023: The Oregon State House Passed A Bill That Required Health Benefit Plans Within Oregon To 

Provide Coverage For Abortion. “Starting next year, Deschutes County employees will have comprehensive 

coverage for abortion services in their health plan for the first time after county commissioners were forced to 

approve the coverage by a law approved in the recent legislative session. Two of three county commissioners 

had repeatedly voted to exclude abortion coverage from the employee health plan except in cases that threaten 

the life of the mother or are a product of rape or incest. Wednesday, that all changed. House Bill 2002, a health 

care bill that passed this spring, mandates that health benefit plans within Oregon must provide a number of 

health services, including abortion. That led to unanimous approval Wednesday from county commissioners for 

abortion coverage for employees.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/19/23] 

 

2021: Adair Touted Her Endorsement By Oregon Right To Life PAC, An Extreme Anti-Abortion 

Group With The Goal Of Banning Abortion Nationwide Without Exceptions 

 

2021: Adair Touted Her Endorsement By Oregon Right To Life PAC On Her Campaign Website 

 

2021: Adair Touted Her Endorsement By Oregon Right To Life PAC On Her Campaign Website. [Patti 

Adair for Deschutes, accessed 9/7/21] 

 

 
[Patti Adair for Deschutes, accessed 9/7/21] 

 

Oregon Right To Life PAC Was The Political Arm Of Oregon Right To Life And Was Focused On “Electing 

Pro-Life Officials At All Levels Of Government.” “How We're Structured Three Interlocking Organizations: The 

Parent Organization - 501(c)(4) The parent organization of Oregon Right to Life handles our lobbying efforts for 

https://bendbulletin.com/2023/10/19/deschutes-county-employees-to-have-comprehensive-abortion-care-covered-for-first-time/
https://bendbulletin.com/2023/10/19/deschutes-county-employees-to-have-comprehensive-abortion-care-covered-for-first-time/


 

 
 

life, provides support to pro-life organizations and individuals, and organizes events and rallies. The Political 

Action Committee (PAC) Our political efforts are run through both state and federal PACs. We focus on electing 

pro-life officials at all levels of government as well as publishing a widely used pro-life voter guide each election 

year. Click to navigate to the ORTL PAC website. The Education Foundation - 501(c)(3) The Oregon Right to Life 

Education Foundation (ORTLEF) prepares and distributes pro-life information and hosts booths at fairs, churches, 

conferences, and other events throughout the state. ORTLEF also provides a speakers bureau, student contests, 

training for young people through Launch, and supplies direction for the Pro-Life Communities Initiative.” [Oregon 

Right to Life, accessed 4/23/26]  

 

 
[Oregon Right to Life, accessed 4/23/26] 

 

Oregon Right To Life Was The State Affiliate Of National Right To Life, An Extreme Anti-Abortion Group 

With The Goal Of Banning Abortion Nationwide Without Exceptions 

 

Oregon Right To Life Was The State Affiliate Of National Right To Life. “A federal court ruled against the 

enforcement of an Oregon law that forced pro-life organizations to provide insurance coverage for abortion. Oregon 

Right to Life, the Oregon affiliate of National Right to Life, challenged the law in court and the judge determined 

that the law violates the constitutional rights of Oregon Right to Life.” [Press Release, National Right to Life, 

4/16/26]  

 

• National Right To Life Was One Of The Nation’s Oldest Anti-Abortion Groups, And Had A Federation 

Of State Right-To-Life Affiliates. “Founded in 1968, National Right to Life is the nation’s oldest and largest 

pro-life organization. National Right to Life is the federation of 50 state right-to-life affiliates, the District of 

Columbia and more than 3,000 local chapters.Through education and legislation, National Right to Life works 

to restore legal protection to the most defenseless members of our society who are threatened by abortion, 

infanticide, assisted suicide and euthanasia.” [National Right to Life, “About NRLC,” accessed 11/12/25]  

 

National Right To Life Said Its Legislative Efforts And Those Of Its State Affiliates Were “One Of The Keys 

To Ending Abortion In The United States.” “Now, on this 48th anniversary of the Court’s action, we pause to 

look at the state of abortion in the United States. From recent data analyzed in these pages, we know the annual 

number of abortions is in an overall decline. This drop in numbers can be traced to a number of factors, but among 

them are the efforts by National Right to Life and its network of state affiliates to enact protective laws that provide 

legal protection to unborn children and offer hope and help to their mothers. These legislative efforts are at the very 

heart of our work, and they are one of the keys to ending abortion in the United States.” [National Right To Life, 

January 2021] 

 

• National Right To Life Promoted Model Legislation That Banned Abortion Without Exceptions For 

Rape Or Incest. “The 10-year-old Ohio girl who crossed state lines to receive an abortion in Indiana should 

https://www.ortl.org/what-is-oregon-right-to-life/
https://www.ortl.org/what-is-oregon-right-to-life/
https://nrlc.org/communications/federal-court-declares-oregon-abortion-coverage-mandate-unconstitutional-in-landmark-win-for-oregon-right-to-life/
https://nrlc.org/about/
https://www.nrlc.org/uploads/communications/stateofabortion2021.pdf


 

 
 

have carried her pregnancy to term and would be required to do so under a model law written for state 

legislatures considering more restrictive abortion measures, according to the general counsel for the National 

Right to Life. Jim Bopp, an Indiana lawyer who authored the model legislation in advance of the Supreme 

Court’s decision overturning Roe v. Wade, told POLITICO on Thursday that his law only provides exceptions 

when the pregnant person’s life is in danger. […] ‘Unless her life was at danger, there is no exception for rape,’ 

Bopp said. ‘The bill does propose exceptions for rape and incest, in my model, because that is a pro-life 

position, but it’s not our ideal position. We don’t think, as heartwrenching as those circumstances are, we don’t 

think we should devalue the life of the baby because of the sins of the father.’” [Politico, 7/14/22] 

 

Adair Was Criticized For Making “Erroneous And Egregious […] Statements That Have 

No Basis In Fact” And Engaged In Far-Right Conspiracy Theories Like Climate Change 

Denial And The Anti-Vax Movement And Was Recorded Being Blessed By A QAnon Pastor 

 

Adair Was Criticized For Making “Erroneous And Egregious […] Statements That Have No Basis 

In Fact” On “Any Number Of Issues”  

 

2018: Adair Received Criticism In Local Press For Making “Sweeping Statements That Have No Basis In 

Fact” On “Any Number Of Issues,” Expressing Positions That One Resident Called “Too Extreme For 

Deschutes County”  

 

September 2018: Bend Source Editorial Board: Adair Tossed Out “Erroneous And Egregious” Statements 

“That Have No Basis In Fact” On “Any Number Of Issues.” “Adair, on the other hand, seems in favor of even-

stricter regulations for an industry already choked by more regulation than any other crop. She also made a 

statement at a recent debate that a local landowner’s land has ‘no value’ due to its location next to a marijuana 

grow—a statement we later verified with the county assessor to be unfounded. These sweeping statements that have 

no basis in fact, which Adair tosses out on any number of issues, are what concern us most about hiring Adair to the 

county commission. While Cook would do well to keep a more measured demeanor in the face of such erroneous 

and egregious statements by Adair, he is clearly the more experienced, prepared candidate in this race. Vote James 

Cook for Deschutes County Commission position 3.” [Editorial Board, Bend Source, 9/26/18]  

 

• September 2018: Bend Source Editorial Board: “These Sweeping Statements That Have No Basis In 

Fact, Which Adair Tosses Out On Any Number Of Issues, Are What Concern Us Most About Hiring 

Adair To The County Commission.” “Adair, on the other hand, seems in favor of even-stricter regulations for 

an industry already choked by more regulation than any other crop. She also made a statement at a recent 

debate that a local landowner’s land has ‘no value’ due to its location next to a marijuana grow—a statement 

we later verified with the county assessor to be unfounded. These sweeping statements that have no basis in 

fact, which Adair tosses out on any number of issues, are what concern us most about hiring Adair to the 

county commission. While Cook would do well to keep a more measured demeanor in the face of such 

erroneous and egregious statements by Adair, he is clearly the more experienced, prepared candidate in this 

race. Vote James Cook for Deschutes County Commission position 3.” [Editorial Board, The Bend Source, 

9/26/18]  

 

2018: Jack Elliott Letter To The Editor: “Adair Has Been Described As ‘Devisive’ [Sic] And Too Extreme 

For Deschutes County. To That I’d Add ‘Nutty.’” “I attended the Deschutes County Commissioner Candidates 

Forum sponsored by the League of Women Voters on October 3. Present were Tony DeBone and Amy Lowes 

(Position #1) and Patti Adair and James Cook (Position #3). One of the questions put by the moderator concerned 

climate change. He asked each candidate in turn whether they were part of the 72 percent in Deschutes County who 

acknowledge that climate change is happening and understand that humans are the main drivers? Adair was the first 

to go, saying, ‘OK. The climate has always been changing, I do believe that. We’ve had amazing differences, 

Greenland was green at one time. I actually lived in Seattle when Mt. St. Helens went off. The weather in Seattle 

changed for several years. It was a lot nicer. All the CO2 was released by an enormous volcano.’ Wait. Did Adair 

actually suggest that the carbon dioxide released by the eruption warmed the weather in Seattle? And for several 

https://www.politico.com/news/2022/07/14/anti-abotion-10-year-old-ohio-00045843
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years? The prevailing winds at the time blew the plume east and the dust cloud did reduce nighttime cooling 

resulting in general warming for a few days in eastern Washington, Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming 

(http://cliffmass.blogspot.com/2013/05/weather-impacts-of-mount-saint-helens.html). But in Seattle? For several 

years? Is the candidate under the impression that CO2 is not a gas that is carried by the wind? Does she think that it 

lingered in the area for years, creating some kind of greenhouse ‘bubble’ over Seattle? Adair has been described as 

‘devisive’ and too extreme for Deschutes County. To that I’d add ‘nutty.’” [Jack Elliott, Letter To The Editor, The 

Bend Source, 10/10/18]  

 

Adair Repeatedly Refused To Answer If She Believed That Climate Change Was Real And Humans 

Were The Main Drivers, Saying “Weather Is Changing. It Changes All The Time”  

 

Adair Repeatedly Retweeted Climate Change Denial 

 

2019: Adair Retweeted A Quote From Thomas Sowell That Called Global Warming “Hysteria.” “Back in 

1970, the prevailing hysteria was the threat of a new ice age—promoted by some of the same environmentalists 

who are promoting global warming hysteria today.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 11/24/19]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 11/24/19] 

 

2019: Adair Reposted A Tweet Conflating Climate Change And Weather That Argued That Climate Change 

Was Not Occuring Because Oregon Had Weather Variation. “So for those who are fairly new to Oregon and 

think ‘climate change’ with our weather, as an old timer, here's an old Oregon saying: ‘don't like the weather? Wait 

5 minutes it'll change!’ Hot, cold, dry, wet that's Oregon. Always has been. #CapAndTrade won't change that.” 

[Bill Post, Twitter, 9/8/19]  

 

 
[Bill Post, Twitter, 9/8/19] 

 

2022: Adair Refused To Answer If She Believed That Climate Change Was Real, Saying “Weather Is 

Changing. It Changes All The Time”  

 

October 2022: Bend Bulletin: Adair Dodged A Debate Question Asking If Climate Change Was Real, Saying 

“Weather Is Changing. It Changes All The Time.” “DeBone said the county health plan does a good job in 

serving everyone, and abortions are still safe and legal in Oregon without including it in the coverage for county 

employees. Both Adair and DeBone dodged a question asking if climate change was real. ‘Weather is changing. It 

changes all the time,’ Adair said. ‘It's not a crisis. Let's not all panic right today,’ DeBone said.” [Bend Bulletin, 

https://www.bendsource.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor-7868501/


 

 
 

10/22/22]  

 

2018: Adair Allegedly Gave A Jumbled, Non-Answer When Asked If She Believed That Climate Change 

Was Happening And Humans Were The Main Drivers 

 

2018: A Candidate Forum Attendee Claimed Adair Gave A Non-Answer When Asked At A Candidate 

Forum If She Agreed That Climate Change Was Happening And That Humans Were The Main Drivers. “I 

attended the Deschutes County Commissioner Candidates Forum sponsored by the League of Women Voters on 

October 3. Present were Tony DeBone and Amy Lowes (Position #1) and Patti Adair and James Cook (Position 

#3). One of the questions put by the moderator concerned climate change. He asked each candidate in turn whether 

they were part of the 72 percent in Deschutes County who acknowledge that climate change is happening and 

understand that humans are the main drivers? Adair was the first to go, saying, ‘OK. The climate has always been 

changing, I do believe that. We’ve had amazing differences, Greenland was green at one time. I actually lived in 

Seattle when Mt. St. Helens went off. The weather in Seattle changed for several years. It was a lot nicer. All the 

CO2 was released by an enormous volcano.’ Wait. Did Adair actually suggest that the carbon dioxide released by 

the eruption warmed the weather in Seattle?” [Jack Elliott, Letter To The Editor, Bend Source, 10/10/18]  

 

According To An Forum Attendee, Adair Said: “The Climate Has Always Been Changing, I Do Believe That. 

We’ve Had Amazing Differences, Greenland Was Green At One Time. I Actually Lived In Seattle When Mt. 

St. Helens Went Off. The Weather In Seattle Changed For Several Years. It Was A Lot Nicer. All The CO2 

Was Released By An Enormous Volcano.” “One of the questions put by the moderator concerned climate 

change. He asked each candidate in turn whether they were part of the 72 percent in Deschutes County who 

acknowledge that climate change is happening and understand that humans are the main drivers? Adair was the first 

to go, saying, ‘OK. The climate has always been changing, I do believe that. We’ve had amazing differences, 

Greenland was green at one time. I actually lived in Seattle when Mt. St. Helens went off. The weather in Seattle 

changed for several years. It was a lot nicer. All the CO2 was released by an enormous volcano.’ Wait. Did Adair 

actually suggest that the carbon dioxide released by the eruption warmed the weather in Seattle? And for several 

years? The prevailing winds at the time blew the plume east and the dust cloud did reduce nighttime cooling 

resulting in general warming for a few days in eastern Washington, Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming […] But in 

Seattle? For several years? Is the candidate under the impression that CO2 is not a gas that is carried by the wind? 

Does she think that it lingered in the area for years, creating some kind of greenhouse ‘bubble’ over Seattle? Adair 

has been described as ‘devisive’ and too extreme for Deschutes County. To that I’d add ‘nutty.’” [Jack Elliott, 

Letter To The Editor, Bend Source, 10/10/18]  

 

Bend Source: Adair Allegedly “Claimed In A Debate That The 1980 Mount St. Helens’ Eruption Resulted In 

Years Of ‘Nicer’ Weather In Seattle” And That “‘Greenland Used To Be Green,’ Therefore, Presumably, 

The Melting Of The Greenland Ice Shelf Shouldn’t Be A Huge Deal.” “The commission shake-up means 

applicants who appear before the Board to obtain permit approval for everything from new marijuana farms to 

enhancements of existing processing facilities will likely face unreasonable interpretations of the already-

unreasonable rules. Odor-control devices, for example, can’t ever seem to please the Board. Even when mechanical 

engineers testify that the skunk stank can’t reach the neighbors, an applicant can still count on at least one ‘no’ vote 

from Henderson, who seems to fancy himself an odor-control scientist. You can expect more pseudo-science from 

Adair, who claimed in a debate that the 1980 Mount St. Helens’ eruption resulted in years of ‘nicer’ weather in 

Seattle (nevermind the ash plume blew east, not west) and that ‘Greenland used to be green,’ therefore, presumably, 

the melting of the Greenland ice shelf shouldn’t be a huge deal. In 2016, Adair testified before the Board—at that 

time considering whether to opt back in to adult-use marijuana—that she ‘likes the smell of alfalfa, not pot.’ If only 

she were simple entertainment.” [The Bend Source, 11/14/18] 

 

Adair Promoted Anti-Vaccine Conspiracy Theories, Including That Vaccines Caused Autism And 

Called For The Flu Vaccine To Be Removed From The Market 

 

https://bendbulletin.com/2022/10/21/key-wedge-issues-arise-at-another-deschutes-county-commission-debate/
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2025: Adair Repeatedly Promoted The Belief That Vaccines Caused Autism  

 

Adair Retweeted A Post From Robert F. Kennedy Jr. That Claimed Vaccines Cause Autism. “So-called 

‘experts’ insist vaccines don't cause autism, but can't explain why it's gone from 1 in 10,000 to 1 in 34 kids in 30 

years. Something's off! We must protect kids from autism and other injuries like all other vaccine-preventable 

diseases! MAHA!!” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 2/14/25]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 2/14/25] 

 

March 2025: Adair Retweeted A Post That Said That There Was An “Autism And Immune Disorder 

Epidemic” “Tied To Vaccines Pushed For Measles.” “14 measles cases in 48 states = ‘Crisis,’ yet media ignores 

the Autism & Immune Disorder epidemics—some tied to vaccines pushed for measles. Why the silence? #Measles 

#VaccineQuestions #AutismCrisis” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 3/9/25]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 3/9/25] 

 

Adair Called For Flu Vaccines To Be Pulled From The Market And Spread Misinformation That Receiving 

The Vaccine Increased People’s Risk Of Getting The Flu 

 

April 2025: Adair Retweeted A Post Calling For Flu Vaccines To Be Pulled From The Market And 

Spreading Misinformation That Receiving The Vaccine Increased People’s Risk Of Getting The Flu. 

“MAJOR NEW STUDY FROM THE CLEVELAND CLINIC - COVERING 53000 PEOPLE - SHOWS THOSE 

WHO GOT A FLU SHOT WERE 27% MORE LIKELY TO GET THE FLU THIS WINTER. YES, MORE. ALL 

FLU ‘VACCINES’ MUST BE PULLED FROM THE MARKET PENDING LARGE PROSPECTIVE STUDIES 

OF THEIR SAFETY AND EFFECTIVENESS.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 4/8/25]  

 

https://x.com/RobertKennedyJc/status/1890581869990650052?s=20
https://x.com/RobertKennedyJc/status/1890581869990650052?s=20
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[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 4/8/25] 

 

2016: Adair Spread Conspiracy Theories About Barack Obama Being A Secret Muslim 

 

July 2016: Adair Tweeted About Barack Obama Being Muslim. Adair Quote-Tweeted: “Remember what 

Obama said to George on ABC 2008. ‘My muslim faith’.” In response to a post that read “Photo of Obama in 

Muslim garb shows deep ties to faith, O'Reilly says via the @FoxNews App” and linked to a clip of The O’Reilly 

Factor. [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 7/7/16]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 7/7/26] 

 

NBC News: During His 2008 Campaign, A Chain E-Mail Circulated Widely On The Internet That Suggested 

Obama Was Hiding His Islamic Roots And May Be A Terrorist In Disguise. “Barack Obama is stepping up his 

effort to correct the misconception that he's a Muslim now that the presidential campaign has hit the Bible Belt. At 

a rally to kick off a weeklong campaign for the South Carolina primary, Obama tried to set the record straight from 

an attack circulating widely on the Internet that is designed to play into prejudices against Muslims and fears of 

terrorism. ‘I've been to the same church, the same Christian church, for almost 20 years,’ Obama said, stressing the 

word Christian and drawing cheers from the faithful in reply. ‘I was sworn in with my hand on the family Bible. 

Whenever I'm in the United States Senate, I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. So if you 

get some silly e-mail ... send it back to whoever sent it and tell them this is all crazy. Educate.’ Obama is referring 

to a debunked chain e-mail circulating widely on the Internet that suggests he is hiding his Islamic roots and may be 

a terrorist in disguise. It says he was sworn into the Senate on the Quran and turns his back on the flag during the 

pledge.” [NBC News, 1/21/08]  

 

• NBC News: The Email Was “Designed To Play Into Prejudices Against Muslims And Fears Of 

Terrorism.” “Barack Obama is stepping up his effort to correct the misconception that he's a Muslim now that 

the presidential campaign has hit the Bible Belt. At a rally to kick off a weeklong campaign for the South 

Carolina primary, Obama tried to set the record straight from an attack circulating widely on the Internet that is 

https://x.com/AlexBerenson/status/1909598105705591170?s=20
https://x.com/pattiuoduck/status/751257097707278336?s=20
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designed to play into prejudices against Muslims and fears of terrorism. ‘I've been to the same church, the same 

Christian church, for almost 20 years,’ Obama said, stressing the word Christian and drawing cheers from the 

faithful in reply. ‘I was sworn in with my hand on the family Bible. Whenever I'm in the United States Senate, I 

pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. So if you get some silly e-mail ... send it back to 

whoever sent it and tell them this is all crazy. Educate.’ Obama is referring to a debunked chain e-mail 

circulating widely on the Internet that suggests he is hiding his Islamic roots and may be a terrorist in disguise. 

It says he was sworn into the Senate on the Quran and turns his back on the flag during the pledge.” [NBC 

News, 1/21/08]  

 

April 2022: Adair Attended An Event Where She Was Prayed Over By A Pastor Who Was Known 

For His Affiliation With The QAnon Conspiracy 

 

April 2022: Adair Attended A Church Service Where A Nationally-Known Pastor Who Supported QAnon 

Blessed Her And Prayed For Her Election Success  

 

April 2022: The Bulletin Headline: “Adair Attended Service Where QAnon Supporter Prayed For Her 

Election Success.” [Bend Bulletin, 4/1/22] 

 

Adair Attended An Event At A Bend Church Where Johnny Enlow, A Nationally Known Tennessee-Based 

Pastor Who Supported The Discredited QAnon Conspiracy Theory, Prayed Over Her On Stage. “Deschutes 

County Commissioner Patti Adair and two other Republican candidates in the May primary attended an event at a 

Bend church over the weekend where the keynote speaker - a nationally known pastor who supports the discredited 

QAnon conspiracy theory - prayed over them on stage. A video circulating online from the website Right Wing 

Watch shows Adair, gubernatorial candidate Marc Thielman and Darin Harbick, who is running for the U.S. 

Senate, being prayed for at an event called ‘Restore: Government and Economy’ at Eagle Mountain, an Apostolic 

Resource Center in Bend. In addition to aligning with QAnon - a conspiracy theory that falsely claims the world is 

run by Satan-worshiping pedophiles - the Tennessee-based pastor, Johnny Enlow, believes in Seven Mountains 

Dominionism. This philosophy calls for Christians to take over the seven ‘culture-shaping’ areas of influence in 

society, such as media, government, family, arts and entertainment. The idea is to ‘reclaim our culture for Christ,’ 

according to a summary of his book, ‘The Seven Mountain Prophecy.’” [Bend Bulletin, 4/1/22] 

 

QAnon Was An Extreme Conspiracy That Alleged That A Cabal Of Satan-Worshiping Pedophiles Sought 

To Take Over America And The World, Whose Followers Were Labeled A Potential Domestic Terrorism 

Threat By The FBI 

 

The Core Of QAnon Was The Belief That “A Group Of Satan-Worshiping Elites Who Run A Child Sex 

Ring Are Trying To Control Our Politics And Media.” “A December poll by NPR and Ipsos found that 17 

percent of Americans believed that the core falsehood of QAnon — that ‘a group of Satan-worshiping elites who 

run a child sex ring are trying to control our politics and media’ — was true.” [New York Times, 9/3/21] 

 

• QAnon Adherents Believed That Pope Francis, The Dalai Lama, Barak Obama, Joe Biden, Oprah 

Winfrey And Others Were In The “Cabal Of Satan-Worshiping Pedophiles.” “QAnon is the umbrella term 

for a set of internet conspiracy theories that allege, falsely, that the world is run by a cabal of Satan-worshiping 

pedophiles. QAnon followers believe that this cabal includes top Democrats like President Joseph R. Biden Jr., 

Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama and George Soros, as well as a number of entertainers and Hollywood 

celebrities like Oprah Winfrey, Tom Hanks and Ellen DeGeneres and religious figures including Pope Francis 

and the Dalai Lama. Many of them also believe that, in addition to molesting children, members of this group 

kill and eat their victims to extract a life-extending chemical called adrenochrome.” [New York Times, 9/3/21] 

 

The FBI Labeled QAnon A Domestic Terrorist Threat. “The new catchphrase, ‘We Are the Storm,’ is an 

unsubtle cue to a group that the F.B.I. has labeled a potential domestic terrorist threat. It is instantly recognizable 

among QAnon adherents, signaling what they claim is a coming conflagration between President Trump and what 
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they allege, falsely, is a cabal of Satan-worshiping pedophile Democrats who seek to dominate America and the 

world.” [New York Times, 8/22/20] 

 

2022: Enlow Preached That Trump Was “Put Into His Position By God” And Was Still President 

 

April 2022: The Bulletin: Enlow Believed President Trump Was “Put Into His Position By God” And “Still 

Believed Trump Was President Because Of A Vision He Had Of Him Holding A Golden Scepter.” “In 

addition to aligning with QAnon - a conspiracy theory that falsely claims the world is run by Satan-worshiping 

pedophiles - the Tennessee-based pastor, Johnny Enlow, believes in Seven Mountains Dominionism. This 

philosophy calls for Christians to take over the seven ‘culture-shaping’ areas of influence in society, such as media, 

government, family, arts and entertainment. The idea is to ‘reclaim our culture for Christ,’ according to a summary 

of his book, ‘ The Seven Mountain Prophecy.’ Enlow is also known as one of the self-proclaimed Christian 

prophets who has spread election misinformation, claiming the 2020 presidential election was stolen. Enlow 

believes former President Donald Trump was put into his position by God and as of April of last year still believed 

Trump was president because of a vision he had of him holding a golden scepter, according to reporting from 

Newsweek magazine. At the end of the prayer this past weekend, Pastor Bobby Haaby, a senior leader at Eagle 

Mountain, says to the candidates, ‘Go take this state for Jesus.’” [Bend Bulletin, 4/1/22] 

 

Enlow Preached Seven Mountains Dominionism, A Philosophy That Called For Christians To Take Over 

“Culture-Shaping” Areas Of Influence 

 

Enlow Preached Seven Mountains Dominionism, A Philosophy That Called For Christians To Take Over 

The Seven ‘Culture-Shaping’ Areas Of Influence In Society, Such As Media, Government, Family, Arts And 

Entertainment. “In addition to aligning with QAnon - a conspiracy theory that falsely claims the world is run by 

Satan-worshiping pedophiles - the Tennessee-based pastor, Johnny Enlow, believes in Seven Mountains 

Dominionism. This philosophy calls for Christians to take over the seven ‘culture-shaping’ areas of influence in 

society, such as media, government, family, arts and entertainment. The idea is to ‘reclaim our culture for Christ,’ 

according to a summary of his book, ‘The Seven Mountain Prophecy.’ Enlow is also known as one of the self-

proclaimed Christian prophets who has spread election misinformation, claiming the 2020 presidential election was 

stolen. Enlow believes former President Donald Trump was put into his position by God and as of April of last year 

still believed Trump was president because of a vision he had of him holding a golden scepter, according to 

reporting from Newsweek magazine. At the end of the prayer this past weekend, Pastor Bobby Haaby, a senior 

leader at Eagle Mountain, says to the candidates, ‘Go take this state for Jesus.’” [Bend Bulletin, 4/1/22] 

 

Adair Said She Was Unfamiliar With Enlow And Said “Since When Is It A Crime To Be Prayed Over?”  

 

Adair Said She Was Invited To The Event By The Resident Pastor At The Church And Said “Since When Is 

It A Crime To Be Prayed Over? […] I'm Doing The Best I Can. We Do Live In America.” “At the end of the 

prayer this past weekend, Pastor Bobby Haaby, a senior leader at Eagle Mountain, says to the candidates, ‘Go take 

this state for Jesus.’ When asked about the event, Adair said she was invited by Haaby to attend a service to be 

prayed over. She said she had no idea who Enlow was, or his beliefs in QAnon and Seven Mountains 

Dominionism. ‘Since when is it a crime to be prayed over?’ Adair said. Adair said she didn't want to speak more 

about the event, other than to say, ‘I'm doing the best I can. We do live in America.’” [Bend Bulletin, 4/1/22] 

 

April 2022: Adair Said She Didn't Want To Speak More About The Event. “When asked about the event, 

Adair said she was invited by Haaby to attend a service to be prayed over. She said she had no idea who Enlow 

was, or his beliefs in QAnon and Seven Mountains Dominionism. ‘Since when is it a crime to be prayed over?’ 

Adair said. Adair said she didn't want to speak more about the event, other than to say, ‘I'm doing the best I can. 

We do live in America.’ Adair did not address what her own opinions are about QAnon or Seven Mountains 

Dominionism in the interview. Deschutes County Republicans did not respond to a request for comment. Jason 

Burge, the chair of Deschutes County Democrats, in a text message said the video is a part of a larger pattern of 

Adair ‘immersing’ herself with conspiracy theories and extremist views. Burge said Adair, while serving as the 

chair of the Deschutes County Republican Party, hosted a former FBI agent considered to be an anti-Muslim 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/us/politics/qanon-trump-republicans.html
https://bendbulletin.com/2022/03/31/adair-attended-service-where-qanon-supporter-prayed-for-her-election-success/
https://bendbulletin.com/2022/03/31/adair-attended-service-where-qanon-supporter-prayed-for-her-election-success/
https://bendbulletin.com/2022/03/31/adair-attended-service-where-qanon-supporter-prayed-for-her-election-success/


 

 
 

extremist, and did not denounce misinformation related to the 2020 presidential election as examples.” [Bend 

Bulletin, 4/1/22] 

 

• Adair Said She Had No Idea Who Enlow Was, Or His Beliefs In QAnon And Seven Mountains 

Dominionism. “When asked about the event, Adair said she was invited by Haaby to attend a service to be 

prayed over. She said she had no idea who Enlow was, or his beliefs in QAnon and Seven Mountains 

Dominionism. ‘Since when is it a crime to be prayed over?’ Adair said. Adair said she didn't want to speak 

more about the event, other than to say, ‘I'm doing the best I can. We do live in America.’ Adair did not address 

what her own opinions are about QAnon or Seven Mountains Dominionism in the interview. Deschutes County 

Republicans did not respond to a request for comment. Jason Burge, the chair of Deschutes County Democrats, 

in a text message said the video is a part of a larger pattern of Adair ‘immersing’ herself with conspiracy 

theories and extremist views. Burge said Adair, while serving as the chair of the Deschutes County Republican 

Party, hosted a former FBI agent considered to be an anti-Muslim extremist, and did not denounce 

misinformation related to the 2020 presidential election as examples.” [Bend Bulletin, 4/1/22] 

 

October 2022: Adair Said She Was “Not A QAnon Person” 

 

October 2022: Adair Said: “I Am Not A QAnon Person. I Am Not A Conspiracy Theorist. I Am Not An 

Extremist.” “Schmidt has also publicly questioned Adair's political alliances, accusing Adair of being a conspiracy 

theorist and promoting extreme political ideas, referring to Adair's prior association with a pastor who endorsed 

QAnon, a discredited political ideological movement based on conspiracy theories. ‘I am not a QAnon person. I am 

not a conspiracy theorist. I am not an extremist,’ Adair said in an interview with The Bulletin. Schmidt has taken a 

more grassroots approach to campaign funding by relying on community donations and refusing to accept any 

corporate money. Schmidt's top contributor is a friend, Lawrence Hatch, who has donated $9,000 to her campaign 

and has previously contributed to other local races such as for Bend-La Pine School Board.” [Bend Bulletin, 

10/12/22]  

 

Adair Voted To Raise Her Own Salary By $14,000 While Criticizing Salary Increases For 

Other County And State Workers 

 

2023: Adair Voted To Raise Her Own Salary By $14,000, Or 12.3%, Raising Her Compensation 

Above Both The Area Median Income And The Pay For Commissioners Of Neighboring Counties 

 

May 2023: Adair Voted To Increase Her Own Salary By $14,000, Increasing Her Pay From $111,422 To 

$125,149 Annually 

 

May 2023: Adair And Commissioner DeBone Raised Their Own Salaries By $14,000. “Deschutes County 

Commissioners Patti Adair and Tony DeBone approved a nearly $14,000 salary increase for themselves last month, 

outvoting the commission's third member, Phil Chang, who said he will refuse to accept the raise. The decision, 

which brought commissioners' pay from $111,422 annually to $125,149, was a part of budget deliberations during 

the last week of May. In the same meeting, commissioners also raised property taxes for rural county residents by 6 

cents to roughly $1.28 per $1,000 in assessed property value.” [Bend Bulletin, 6/7/23] 

 

• May 2023: In The Same Meeting, Adair And DeBone Voted To Raise Property Taxes For Rural 

Residents By Six Cents Per $1,000 In Assessed Property Value. Deschutes County Commissioners Patti 

Adair and Tony DeBone approved a nearly $14,000 salary increase for themselves last month, outvoting the 

commission's third member, Phil Chang, who said he will refuse to accept the raise. The decision, which 

brought commissioners' pay budget from $111,422 annually to $125,149, was a part of deliberations during the 

last week of May. In the same meeting, commissioners also raised property taxes for rural county residents by 6 

cents to roughly $1.28 per $1,000 in assessed property value.” [Bend Bulletin, 6/7/23] 

 

May 2023: The Raise Brought The Commissioners Pay From $111,422 To $125,149 Annually. Deschutes 
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County Commissioners Patti Adair and Tony DeBone approved a nearly $14,000 salary increase for themselves last 

month, outvoting the commission's third member, Phil Chang, who said he will refuse to accept the raise. The 

decision, which brought commissioners' pay from $111,422 annually to $125,149, was a part of budget 

deliberations during the last week of May. In the same meeting, commissioners also raised property taxes for rural 

county residents by 6 cents to roughly $1.28 per $1,000 in assessed property value.” [Bend Bulletin, 6/7/23] 

 

The Raise Brought County Commissioner Pay Significantly Above Both The Area Median Income And Pay 

For Commissioners In Other Local Counties 

 

June 2023: Area Median Income For Bend And Redmond Was About $104,000 A Year. “Area median income 

for Bend and Redmond is about $104,000 a year. There just aren't that many homes on the market for people in that 

income range. The new Housing Trust Fund, championed by former state Rep. Cheri Helt, could be the start of 

something special.” [Editorial Board, Bend Bulletin, 6/28/23] 

 

March 2025: Deschutes County Commissioners Made Between $5,000 And $20,000 More Than 

Commissioners In Neighboring Counties. “The two new commissioners would not be elected until 2026, which 

means the lower salaries would apply for a full year among the three-member board before two more 

commissioners take office. But compensation committee members said the salaries of the five-member board 

should be determined this year so people know what the pay for the position is before deciding to run or not. 

Deschutes County Commissioners make a base salary of $135,364. According to data compiled by a human 

resources consultant, that's between $5,000 and $20,000 more than county commissioners in Clackamas, Lane and 

Marion counties all of which are more populous than Deschutes.” [Redmond Spokesman, 3/18/25] 

 

• March 2025: Deschutes County Commissioners Made A Base Salary Of $135,364. “The two new 

commissioners would not be elected until 2026, which means the lower salaries would apply for a full year 

among the three-member board before two more commissioners take office. But compensation committee 

members said the salaries of the five-member board should be determined this year so people know what the 

pay for the position is before deciding to run or not. Deschutes County Commissioners make a base salary of 

$135,364. According to data compiled by a human resources consultant, that's between $5,000 and $20,000 

more than county commissioners in Clackamas, Lane and Marion counties all of which are more populous than 

Deschutes.” [Redmond Spokesman, 3/18/25] 

 

Adair Said She Thought The Salary Increase Was Fair Because She Worked “Really Hard” At Her Job 

 

Adair Said She Thought The Salary Increase Was Fair Because She Worked “Really Hard” At Her Job. 

“Deschutes County Commissioners Patti Adair and Tony DeBone approved a nearly $14,000 salary increase for 

themselves last month, outvoting the commission's third member, Phil Chang, who said he will refuse to accept the 

raise. The decision, which brought commissioners' pay from $111,422 annually to $125,149, was a part of budget 

deliberations during the last week of May. In the same meeting, commissioners also raised property taxes for rural 

county residents by 6 cents to roughly $1.28 per $1,000 in assessed property value. Adair thought both increases 

were fair. High interest rates and dwindling revenues in departments across the county couldn't be ignored, which is 

why the tax increase was necessary, she told The Bulletin. As for the raise, it was a recommendation from the 

county's elected official compensation committee. ‘I definitely didn't do the job for the money,’ Adair said. ‘I work 

really hard at my job.’” [Bend Bulletin, 6/7/23] 

 

Fellow Deschutes County Commissioner Chang Declined To Take The Raise Because He Thought 

It Was “Wrong” In Light Of County Budget Issues, And A Deschutes County Resident Said 

Adair’s Decision Was “A Classic Example Of Having Your Cake And Eating It, Too” 

 

Commissioner Chang Voted Against The Salary Raise And Declined To Accept It, Citing Strain On The 

County’s Budget And Saying He Thought It Was “Wrong” To Take A Major Pay Increase In That Light  

 

https://bendbulletin.com/2023/06/06/deschutes-county-commissioners-approve-nearly-14000-salary-hike-for-themselves/
https://bendbulletin.com/2023/06/28/editorial-deschutes-gives-middle-income-housing-a-boost/
https://redmondspokesman.com/2025/03/18/committee-proposes-slashing-commissioner-salaries-by-50k/
https://redmondspokesman.com/2025/03/18/committee-proposes-slashing-commissioner-salaries-by-50k/
https://bendbulletin.com/2023/06/06/deschutes-county-commissioners-approve-nearly-14000-salary-hike-for-themselves/


 

 
 

May 2023: Commissioner Chang Voted Against The Salary Raise And Said He Would Refuse To Accept It. 

Deschutes County Commissioners Patti Adair and Tony DeBone approved a nearly $14,000 salary increase for 

themselves last month, outvoting the commission's third member, Phil Chang, who said he will refuse to accept the 

raise. The decision, which brought commissioners' pay from $111,422 annually to $125,149, was a part of budget 

deliberations during the last week of May. In the same meeting, commissioners also raised property taxes for rural 

county residents by 6 cents to roughly $1.28 per $1,000 in assessed property value.” [Bend Bulletin, 6/7/23] 

 

• Bend Bulletin: Chang Said He Would Request A Raise Identical, Or Similar, To The 4% Cost Of Living 

Adjustments And Merit Raises The Rest Of County Employees Receive. “‘I definitely didn't do the job for 

the money,’ Adair said. ‘I work really hard at my job.’ DeBone echoed her response: ‘We're full-time 

commissioners working hard for the people.’ Chang told The Bulletin on Monday that he intends to request a 

raise identical, or similar, to the 4% cost of living adjustments and merit raises the rest of county employees 

receive. An elected official asking for lower pay is an anomaly. It's the first time something like this has ever 

happened, said Kathleen Hinman, the county's human resources director. ‘It's a question I've not ever had to 

answer before,’ she said. Chang said it felt wrong to take such a significant pay raise. ‘We have all of these 

hardworking staff people at the county - over 1,100 of them - and they are all struggling to make ends meet in 

this incredibly expensive place to live while doing their public service,’ he said.” [Bend Bulletin, 6/7/23] 

 

Commissioner Chang Said The County Was Going To Have To Tighten Its Belt In The Next Few Years, And 

“In That Light, I Also Think It's Wrong To Take A Major Pay Increase.” “In the next few years, the county is 

going to have to tighten its belt, Chang said. A major $40 million courthouse expansion project will take a major 

toll on the county's savings, but some funding from the Legislature could help. Even without the courthouse 

expansion project, Chang said, Deschutes County is nearing a point in the next few years when expenses could 

exceed revenues. ‘In that light, I also think it's wrong to take a major pay increase,’ said Chang.” [Bend Bulletin, 

6/7/23] 

 

• 2023: Commissioner Chang Said The County Was Nearing A Point In The Next Few Years When 

Expenses Could Exceed Revenues Even Without Expensive Upcoming Capital Projects. “In the next few 

years, the county is going to have to tighten its belt, Chang said. A major $40 million courthouse expansion 

project will take a major toll on the county's savings, but some funding from the Legislature could help. Even 

without the courthouse expansion project, Chang said, Deschutes County is nearing a point in the next few 

years when expenses could exceed revenues. ‘In that light, I also think it's wrong to take a major pay increase,’ 

said Chang.” [Bend Bulletin, 6/7/23] 

 

A Deschutes County Resident Sharply Criticized Adair For Raising Her Own Salary, Accusing Her Of 

“Writing [Herself] Blank Checks For Such Self-Congratulatory Accomplishments As ‘Working Really 

Hard’” 

 

Jan Tatala Wrote In A Letter To The Editor That Adair’s Vote To Raise Her Own Salary Was “A Classic 

Example Of Having Your Cake And Eating It, Too.” “The pay raise that Deschutes County Commissioners Patti 

Adair and Tony DeBone voted in for themselves is a classic example of having your cake and eating it, too. If we 

all had the luxury of writing ourselves blank checks for such self-congratulatory accomplishments as ‘really 

working hard at my job’ and ‘working hard full time,’ imagine how well off we would be. Heck, if I had known 

that all I needed to do to earn a 12.3% increase in my annual salary was to show up and put in a hard day's work 

then I would have done it. Well, I did, as thousands of my fellow citizens have throughout their careers and if they 

did get such raises, they were based on performance, not the time clock and were preceded by supervisors' 

evaluations, usually rigorous. I'm confident the two commissioners received one as well, I just hope they didn't 

bruise their knuckles on the mirror reaching for the handshake. Commissioner Phil Chang's reluctance to accept the 

same increase attests to the fact that you don't need to spike the pay to attract highly qualified candidates.” [Jan 

Tatala Letter to the Editor, Bend Bulletin, 6/9/23]  

 

Tatala: “If We All Had The Luxury Of Writing Ourselves Blank Checks For Such Self-Congratulatory 

Accomplishments As ‘Really Working Hard At My Job’ […] Imagine How Well Off We Would Be.” “The 
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pay raise that Deschutes County Commissioners Patti Adair and Tony DeBone voted in for themselves is a classic 

example of having your cake and eating it, too. If we all had the luxury of writing ourselves blank checks for such 

self-congratulatory accomplishments as ‘really working hard at my job’ and ‘working hard full time,’ imagine how 

well off we would be. Heck, if I had known that all I needed to do to earn a 12.3% increase in my annual salary was 

to show up and put in a hard day's work then I would have done it. Well, I did, as thousands of my fellow citizens 

have throughout their careers and if they did get such raises, they were based on performance, not the time clock 

and were preceded by supervisors' evaluations, usually rigorous. I'm confident the two commissioners received one 

as well, I just hope they didn't bruise their knuckles on the mirror reaching for the handshake. Commissioner Phil 

Chang's reluctance to accept the same increase attests to the fact that you don't need to spike the pay to attract 

highly qualified candidates.” [Jan Tatala Letter to the Editor, Bend Bulletin, 6/9/23]  

 

Tatala: “Heck, If I Had Known That All I Needed To Do To Earn A 12.3% Increase In My Annual Salary 

Was To Show Up And Put In A Hard Day's Work Then I Would Have Done It. Well, I Did, As Thousands 

Of My Fellow Citizens Have Throughout Their Careers.” “The pay raise that Deschutes County Commissioners 

Patti Adair and Tony DeBone voted in for themselves is a classic example of having your cake and eating it, too. If 

we all had the luxury of writing ourselves blank checks for such self-congratulatory accomplishments as ‘really 

working hard at my job’ and ‘working hard full time,’ imagine how well off we would be. Heck, if I had known 

that all I needed to do to earn a 12.3% increase in my annual salary was to show up and put in a hard day's work 

then I would have done it. Well, I did, as thousands of my fellow citizens have throughout their careers and if they 

did get such raises, they were based on performance, not the time clock and were preceded by supervisors' 

evaluations, usually rigorous. I'm confident the two commissioners received one as well, I just hope they didn't 

bruise their knuckles on the mirror reaching for the handshake. Commissioner Phil Chang's reluctance to accept the 

same increase attests to the fact that you don't need to spike the pay to attract highly qualified candidates.” [Jan 

Tatala Letter to the Editor, Bend Bulletin, 6/9/23]  

 

2018-2025: Adair Repeatedly Criticized Salary Raises For County And State Employees, Citing 

Budget Issues 

 

2018: Adair Posted On Facebook Opposing Salary Increases For Deschutes County Staff 

 

May 2018: Nugget Newspaper: Adair Criticized Incumbent County Commissioners For Raising The Pay Of 

County Staff. “Both Adair and Barbeau criticized the incumbent commissioners for raising the pay of county staff 

based on comparisons with districts that have a higher median income.” [Nugget Newspaper, 5/2/18] 

 

April 2018: Adair Criticized County Worker Salary Increases, Implying They Were Fiscally Irresponsible. 

“FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY: County salary rates far surpass what private employers in this county pay 

employees. While minimum wage is $10.25 in Oregon and many families work multiple jobs to make ends meet, 

last year Deschutes County employees were given a 3.7% raise – totaling almost $2 million (front page of Bend 

Bulletin, Dec. 8, 2017). This is on top of their annual 5% automatic raise and a variable cost of living adjustment. 

This additional above market raise increased the county’s salary obligation to $47.2 million. Commissioner Baney 

led that effort.” [Patti Adair 4 Deschutes, Facebook, 4/25/18]  
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[Patti Adair 4 Deschutes, Facebook, 4/25/18] 

 

March 2022: Adair Allegedly Played “Super-Hardball” With AFSCME Regarding Salary Raises For 

County Employees In The Midst Of A Staffing Shortage 

 

Commissioner Chang Alleged That Adair Played “Super-Hardball” For Nine Months With The Largest 

Union Of County Employees, AFSCME, Regarding Salary Raises For County Employees. “But a clear 

division on the Deschutes County Commission was on display Wednesday, as it voted 2-1 to approve the new 

three-year contract. The lone democrat, Phil Chang, criticized the deal, taking particular issue with a 2% salary 

adjustment for deputies that's on top of a cost of living adjustment of 3.5%. A 5.5% raise was not a condition 

offered to other county employees during nine months of aggressive labor negotiations with the county in 2021, 

Chang said. The county is facing staffing needs at nearly every level, from building inspector to psychiatric nurse, 

and rising inflation is pricing workers out of Bend. Chang said the deputy wage adjustment funds would have been 

better spent spread around the entire organization. ‘When I vote no, so everyone understands, I support all the 

provisions in this contract. I would just like to see a key benefit here extended to more of the county's departments,’ 

Chang said in Wednesday's meeting. ‘I do not think that this is fair and I do not think that it's good policy.’ Chang 

noted that while the sheriff's office contact won approval from the commission in less than two months, his fellow 

commissioners Tony DeBone and Patti Adair played ‘super-hardball’ for nine months with the largest union of 

county employees, the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees. DeBone supported his 

approval vote on Wednesday by saying the 2% wage adjustment now gives AFSCME more bargaining power to 

ask for the same condition. He said in time, the provisions in the sheriff's office contract will apply to all county 

employees.” [Bend Bulletin, 3/13/22]  

 

Bend Bulletin: Deschutes County Was “Facing Staffing Needs At Nearly Every Level, From Building 

Inspector To Psychiatric Nurse.” “A 5.5% raise was not a condition offered to other county employees during 

nine months of aggressive labor negotiations with the county in 2021, Chang said. The county is facing staffing 

needs at nearly every level, from building inspector to psychiatric nurse, and rising inflation is pricing workers out 

of Bend. Chang said the deputy wage adjustment funds would have been better spent spread around the entire 

organization. ‘When I vote no, so everyone understands, I support all the provisions in this contract. I would just 

like to see a key benefit here extended to more of the county's departments,’ Chang said in Wednesday's meeting. ‘I 

do not think that this is fair and I do not think that it's good policy.’ Chang noted that while the sheriff's office 

contact won approval from the commission in less than two months, his fellow commissioners Tony DeBone and 

Patti Adair played ‘super-hardball’ for nine months with the largest union of county employees, the American 

Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees. DeBone supported his approval vote on Wednesday by 

saying the 2% wage adjustment now gives AFSCME more bargaining power to ask for the same condition. He said 

in time, the provisions in the sheriff's office contract will apply to all county employees.” [Bend Bulletin, 3/13/22]  

 

August 2025: Adair Retweeted Criticism Of Pay Raises For Oregon Department Of Transportation 

Employees 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DUeFaxJDi/
https://bendbulletin.com/2022/03/12/deschutes-commissioners-approve-sheriffs-office-contract-with-new-benefits-other-county-employees-dont-have/
https://bendbulletin.com/2022/03/12/deschutes-commissioners-approve-sheriffs-office-contract-with-new-benefits-other-county-employees-dont-have/


 

 
 

August 2025: Adair Retweeted A Post Criticizing Pay Raises For Oregon Department Of Transportation 

Employees. Adair retweeted a post from Jeff Eager that read: “Rising ODOT employee costs exacerbated by the 

Governor's agreement to give unions big raises earlier this month. Same unions pushing hard for tax increase.” And 

included a screenshot of a headline reading “Oregon unions secure pay raises, more remote work flexibility for 

state workers.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 8/31/25]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 8/31/25] 

 

Adair Was A Longtime Trump Loyalist Who Worked On His 2016 Campaign, Served As A 

Trump Delegate To The Republican National Convention, And Denied The Results Of The 

2020 Election  

 

2026: Adair Was A “Fierce” Supporter Of President Trump And Refused To Disavow Her Strong 

Support For Him Despite His Deep Unpopularity In The 5th District 

 

January 2026: The Oregonian: “Despite Trump's Deep Unpopularity In The 5th District, Adair Says She 

Won't Disavow Her Strong Support For The President.” “Adair acknowledges she must make huge inroads in 

Clackamas County to win the seat and said she has not yet been endorsed by any key political figures there. She 

points to her record, which she said includes helping save a Bend city park, secure two additional circuit court 

judges for Deschutes County and push for greater access to mental health care. Despite Trump's deep unpopularity 

in the 5th District, Adair says she won't disavow her strong support for the president.” [The Oregonian, 1/25/26]  

 

November 2025: Oregon Capital Chronicle: Adair Had “Long Been A Fierce Supporter Of President Donald 

Trump.” “Adair, a former chair of the Deschutes County Republican Party, swept into elected office in 2018 by 

unseating a more moderate Republican, three-term incumbent Tammy Baney. She’s one of two Republicans on the 

three-person commission, which will expand to five members in 2027 after voters approved a charter change last 

year. Adair and her husband, Bob, have lived on a horse ranch near Sisters since they moved from California in 

2014. She’s long been a fierce supporter of President Donald Trump, attending the 2016 Republican National 

Convention as an Oregon delegate for his nomination.” [Oregon Capital Chronicle, 11/18/25]  

 

https://x.com/Jeff_Eager/status/1962289888776360375?s=20
https://x.com/Jeff_Eager/status/1962289888776360375?s=20
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2026/01/in-oregons-most-flippable-us-house-district-why-have-republicans-struggled-to-recruit-a-strong-candidate.html
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2025/11/18/deschutes-county-commissioner-launches-campaign-for-oregons-closest-congressional-seat/


 

 
 

January 2021: Oregon Public Broadcasting: “Deschutes County Commissioner Patti Adair Has Mentioned 

Trump Through Her Personal Twitter Feed More Than 300 Times Since 2017.” “The pattern of extremist 

behavior, followed by the soft, or even supportive, replies from government officials, would repeat in the coming 

years in Oregon and across the country. Now, some Republican leaders - from county commissioners to a member 

of Congress - are trying to distance themselves from violent insurrectionists. Deschutes County Commissioner Patti 

Adair has mentioned Trump through her personal Twitter feed more than 300 times since 2017. She has served as 

Trump's Eastern Oregon political director, according to her Linkedin profile. In recent months, relatively few of the 

commissioner's tweets dealt with local issues; instead she repeatedly used the social media platform to spread 

misinformation about voting in the 2020 election. Many of Adair's retweets parrot the idea that the election was 

rigged, the Democrats cheated, or that widespread fraud somehow affected the results. Until more than a week after 

the Associated Press called the election for Biden, Adair kept it up. On Nov. 15, she retweeted a conservative talk 

show host: ‘Foreigners registered to vote.’ Later that same day, she shared a post from one of Trump's campaign 

advisors: ‘You won't be safe in Joe Biden's America.’” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 1/17/21] 

 

2016: Adair Was The Eastern Oregon Director And Coordinator For Trump’s Presidential 

Campaign, Was A Trump Delegate To The Republican National Convention, And Attended His 

First Inauguration 

 

2016: Adair Was The Eastern Oregon Director/Coordinator For Trump’s Presidential Campaign 

 

2016: Bend Source: Adair Was Trump’s Eastern Oregon Director For His First Presidential Campaign. 

“Meanwhile, Patty Adair, who says she was Trump’s eastern Oregon director for the campaign, said the current 

health care debate really comes down to one thing: ‘People really need jobs. One in five workers are part time now. 

We just had our house appraised. Our assistant was working three jobs. I used to work three jobs, you never know 

where you’re going, you’re always just going to a job.’ When we asked her how to solve this problem locally, 

Adair said: ‘We need to take care of the forest, they’re a mess. They burn up and release all the carbon dioxide. We 

need to get rural Oregon back to work again.’” [Bend Source, 3/8/17] 

 

2016: Central Oregon Daily: Adair Was The Central Oregon Coordinator For The Trump Campaign. “Patti 

Adair, the Central Oregon coordinator for the Trump campaign, was in Washington, D.C. to witness the 

inauguration. Diane Dean spoke to her right after she left the ceremony on Friday. Adair says she will continue to 

work with President Trump's team in any way she can to advance his agenda in Central Oregon.” [Central Oregon 

Daily, 1/21/17] 

 

July 2016: Adair Was A Trump Delegate At The Republican National Convention, Where She Said Trump 

Was “Promising” And She Thought Voting For Him Was “Urgent” 

 

2016: Adair Was A Trump Delegate To The Republican National Convention. “Adair, a former chair of the 

Deschutes County Republican Party, swept into elected office in 2018 by unseating a more moderate Republican, 

three-term incumbent Tammy Baney. She’s one of two Republicans on the three-person commission, which will 

expand to five members in 2027 after voters approved a charter change last year. Adair and her husband, Bob, have 

lived on a horse ranch near Sisters since they moved from California in 2014. She’s long been a fierce supporter of 

President Donald Trump, attending the 2016 Republican National Convention as an Oregon delegate for his 

nomination.” [Oregon Capital Chronicle, 11/18/25]  

 

• July 2016: Central Oregon Daily Headline: “Local Sisters Resident Goes to Republican National 

Convention.” [Central Oregon Daily, 7/19/16]  

 

VIDEO: July 2016: At The Republican National Convention, Adair Said: “Mr. Trump Is Promising. We Are 

Going To Do Something Differently. I Just Feel Like Mr. Trump Is My Candidate. It Is My Choice, And I 

Feel It's Urgent.” HOST: “Before you were a supporter of Scott Walker. And now how are you feeling going into 

this convention? What's changed for you, and how do you feel differently now you know he was one of the first 

https://www.opb.org/article/2021/01/12/oregon-leaders-extremist-movements/
https://www.bendsource.com/news/anti-walden-pro-walden-and-pro-trump-rallies-in-bend-this-week-2921516/
https://www.centraloregondaily.com/archives/central-oregon-daily/central-oregon-trump-campaign-coordinator-at-inauguration/article_21f9469d-06e3-5644-96f0-b67cb8cd2893.html
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2025/11/18/deschutes-county-commissioner-launches-campaign-for-oregons-closest-congressional-seat/
https://www.centraloregondaily.com/archives/central-oregon-daily/local-sisters-resident-goes-to-republican-national-convention/article_a5f1737d-4c31-5655-8113-c6d978e16d30.html


 

 
 

candidates to drop out.” ADAIR: “Mr. Trump has a message, and I don't know if you're aware that or not, but 95 

million Americans are not in the workforce. Mr. Trump is promising. We are going to do something differently. I 

just feel like Mr. Trump is my candidate. It is my choice, and I feel it's urgent.” [Central Oregon Daily, 00:24, 

7/19/16] (VIDEO) 

 

VIDEO: July 2016: Adair Said She Ran For Delegate Because She “Heard They Were Trying To Play 

Games With Not Allowing Donald Trump To Be The Presidential Nominee” And She Thought: “That's 

Incorrect. You Really Have To Follow The Rules.” HOST: “How does it feel different now being an actual 

delegate, I know in 2012 you went to Tampa, but now you're a delegate. How do you feel?” ADAIR: “It's a 

responsibility. I got my degree in history from the University of Oregon, and when I heard they were trying to play 

games with not allowing Donald Trump to be the presidential nominee, I thought, That's incorrect. You really have 

to follow the rules. Therefore, that's really why I decided I wanted to run for delegate. I'm very happy. It's an 

exciting time to be here. It's fascinating to be here while the pillars are retired.” [Central Oregon Daily, 01:30, 

7/19/16] (VIDEO) 

 

January 2017: Adair Attended Trump’s First Inauguration And Said People Protesting The Inauguration 

Should Just “Get Over It” 

 

January 2017: Central Oregon Daily Headline: “Central Oregon Trump Campaign Coordinator At 

Inauguration.” [Central Oregon Daily, 1/21/17]  

 

VIDEO: January 2017: Adair Said People Protesting Trump’s Inauguration Should Just “Get Over It.” 

HOST: “You know, there's some protesting. I know there been some people arrested.” ADAIR: “You know what? I 

wish they would get over it. We need to work together. We have 20 trillion in debt. We have a lot of things we can 

change for the good of all Americans, for the any you know, the inner city schools, there's, there's some amazing 

opportunity here.” [Central Oregon Daily, 01:12, 1/21/17] (VIDEO) 

 

2020-2021: Adair Repeatedly Spread Misinformation About The Results Of The 2020 Presidential 

Election And Later Attempted To Minimize Her Role In The Wake Of The January 6th 

Insurrection  

 

November 2020: Adair Repeatedly Spread Misinformation About The 2020 Election, With “Many” Of Her 

Retweets Parroting “The Idea That The Election Was Rigged, The Democrats Cheated, Or That Widespread 

Fraud Somehow Affected The Results”  

 

January 2021: Oregon Public Broadcasting: Adair Repeatedly Used Twitter To Spread Misinformation 

About Voting In The 2020 Election. “The pattern of extremist behavior, followed by the soft, or even supportive, 

replies from government officials, would repeat in the coming years in Oregon and across the country. Now, some 

Republican leaders - from county commissioners to a member of Congress - are trying to distance themselves from 

violent insurrectionists. Deschutes County Commissioner Patti Adair has mentioned Trump through her personal 

Twitter feed more than 300 times since 2017. She has served as Trump's Eastern Oregon political director, 

according to her Linkedin profile. In recent months, relatively few of the commissioner's tweets dealt with local 

issues; instead she repeatedly used the social media platform to spread misinformation about voting in the 2020 

election. Many of Adair's retweets parrot the idea that the election was rigged, the Democrats cheated, or that 

widespread fraud somehow affected the results. Until more than a week after the Associated Press called the 

election for Biden, Adair kept it up. On Nov. 15, she retweeted a conservative talk show host: ‘Foreigners 

registered to vote.’ Later that same day, she shared a post from one of Trump's campaign advisors: ‘You won't be 

safe in Joe Biden's America.’” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 1/17/21]  

 

Oregon Public Broadcasting: “Many” Of Adair’s Retweets Parroted “The Idea That The Election Was 

Rigged, The Democrats Cheated, Or That Widespread Fraud Somehow Affected The Results.” “The pattern 

of extremist behavior, followed by the soft, or even supportive, replies from government officials, would repeat in 

https://www.centraloregondaily.com/archives/central-oregon-daily/local-sisters-resident-goes-to-republican-national-convention/article_a5f1737d-4c31-5655-8113-c6d978e16d30.html
https://www.centraloregondaily.com/archives/central-oregon-daily/local-sisters-resident-goes-to-republican-national-convention/article_a5f1737d-4c31-5655-8113-c6d978e16d30.html
https://www.centraloregondaily.com/archives/central-oregon-daily/central-oregon-trump-campaign-coordinator-at-inauguration/article_21f9469d-06e3-5644-96f0-b67cb8cd2893.html
https://www.centraloregondaily.com/archives/central-oregon-daily/central-oregon-trump-campaign-coordinator-at-inauguration/article_21f9469d-06e3-5644-96f0-b67cb8cd2893.html
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/01/12/oregon-leaders-extremist-movements/


 

 
 

the coming years in Oregon and across the country. Now, some Republican leaders - from county commissioners to 

a member of Congress - are trying to distance themselves from violent insurrectionists. Deschutes County 

Commissioner Patti Adair has mentioned Trump through her personal Twitter feed more than 300 times since 2017. 

She has served as Trump's Eastern Oregon political director, according to her Linkedin profile. In recent months, 

relatively few of the commissioner's tweets dealt with local issues; instead she repeatedly used the social media 

platform to spread misinformation about voting in the 2020 election. Many of Adair's retweets parrot the idea that 

the election was rigged, the Democrats cheated, or that widespread fraud somehow affected the results. Until more 

than a week after the Associated Press called the election for Biden, Adair kept it up. On Nov. 15, she retweeted a 

conservative talk show host: ‘Foreigners registered to vote.’ Later that same day, she shared a post from one of 

Trump's campaign advisors: ‘You won't be safe in Joe Biden's America.’” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 1/17/21] 

 

January 2021: After The January 6th Insurrection, Adair Tried To Distance Herself From The Election 

Denial She Had Spread, Saying: “This Was Like, Two Months Ago” 

 

January 2021: Statesman Journal: “When Confronted That She Spread Misinformation About Voting, 

Adair Put Distance Between Herself And Her Social Media Account: ‘This Was Like, Two Months Ago,’ She 

Said.” “On Nov. 15, she retweeted a conservative talk show host: ‘Foreigners registered to vote.’ Later that same 

day, she shared a post from one of Trump's campaign advisors: ‘You won't be safe in Joe Biden's America.’ OPB 

reached Adair by phone last week, while a pro-Trump mob was still tearing around the U.S. Capitol. Adair said she 

condemned violent protests. She brought up ‘riots in Portland.’ When asked if she still thought the election was 

rigged, Adair declined to comment. When pressed about whether or not Joe Biden was the rightful winner of the 

presidential race, she replied: ‘I don't know.’ And when confronted that she spread misinformation about voting, 

Adair put distance between herself and her social media account: ‘This was like, two months ago,’ she said, adding: 

‘I am a local person. I work in Deschutes County.’ 'I had nothing to do with this gathering’” [Oregon Public 

Broadcasting, 1/17/21]  

 

January 2021: After The January 6th Insurrection, Adair Tried To Distance Herself From The Election 

Denial She Had Spread, Saying “I Am A Local Person, I Work In Deschutes County.” “On Nov. 15, she 

retweeted a conservative talk show host: ‘Foreigners registered to vote.’ Later that same day, she shared a post from 

one of Trump's campaign advisors: ‘You won't be safe in Joe Biden's America.’ OPB reached Adair by phone last 

week, while a pro-Trump mob was still tearing around the U.S. Capitol. Adair said she condemned violent protests. 

She brought up ‘riots in Portland.’ When asked if she still thought the election was rigged, Adair declined to 

comment. When pressed about whether or not Joe Biden was the rightful winner of the presidential race, she 

replied: ‘I don't know.’ And when confronted that she spread misinformation about voting, Adair put distance 

between herself and her social media account: ‘This was like, two months ago,’ she said, adding: ‘I am a local 

person. I work in Deschutes County.’ 'I had nothing to do with this gathering’” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 

1/17/21]  

 

January 2021: Adair Said She Did Not Know If Joe Biden Was The Rightful Winner Of The 2020 

Presidential Election  

 

January 2021: Adair Answered “I Don’t Know” When Asked If Joe Biden Was The Rightful Winner Of The 

2020 Presidential Race. “On Nov. 15, she retweeted a conservative talk show host: ‘Foreigners registered to vote.’ 

Later that same day, she shared a post from one of Trump's campaign advisors: ‘You won't be safe in Joe Biden's 

America.’ OPB reached Adair by phone last week, while a pro-Trump mob was still tearing around the U.S. 

Capitol. Adair said she condemned violent protests. She brought up ‘riots in Portland.’ When asked if she still 

thought the election was rigged, Adair declined to comment. When pressed about whether or not Joe Biden was the 

rightful winner of the presidential race, she replied: ‘I don't know.’ And when confronted that she spread 

misinformation about voting, Adair put distance between herself and her social media account: ‘This was like, two 

months ago,’ she said, adding: ‘I am a local person. I work in Deschutes County.’ 'I had nothing to do with this 

gathering.’” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 1/17/21]  

 

https://www.opb.org/article/2021/01/12/oregon-leaders-extremist-movements/
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2023: Adair Opposed A Water Conservation Project That Was “Crucial” For The Viability 

Of Local Agriculture And Supported By Republican Congressman Cliff Bentz, Leading To 

Accusations That She Prioritized Property Values Over Oregon Farmers 

 

May 2023: Adair Reversed Her Support For A Project That Would Have Turned Arnold Canal 

Into A Closed Pipe, Conserving Water Lost From Seepage 

 

Adair Reversed Her Support For The Arnold Irrigation District Piping Project, A Multi-Million Dollar 

Water Conservation Initiative 

 

May 2023: Bend Bulletin Headline: “County Commissioner Patti Adair Reverses Support For Arnold 

Irrigation District Piping Project.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23]  

 

May 2023: Bend Bulletin: Adair Reversed Her Support For A Multi-Million Dollar Water Conservation 

Project. “A Deschutes County Commissioner that previously supported Arnold Irrigation District's plan to convert 

its open canal to a closed pipe has changed positions and now opposes the multi-million dollar water conservation 

project. Patti Adair, one of three county commissioners, says the cost of the project is not worth the water savings 

and replacing around 12 miles of open canal with a buried pipe will negatively impact properties near the canal. 

The piping of the Arnold Canal is intended to conserve water that is lost through seepage into the porous bottom of 

the canal. Water conserved through the project will help increase allotments for farmers in summer and will boost 

the water level of the Deschutes River in winter. But some residents who live near the canal on Bend's southern 

fringe oppose the project, saying it will damage the local ecosystem that has grown up around the canal since it was 

built more than a century ago.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

May 2023: Bend Bulletin: Adair Had Previously Supported Plans To Convert The Arnold Irrigation 

District’s Open Canal To A Closed Pipe. “A Deschutes County Commissioner that previously supported Arnold 

Irrigation District's plan to convert its open canal to a closed pipe has changed positions and now opposes the multi-

million dollar water conservation project. Patti Adair, one of three county commissioners, says the cost of the 

project is not worth the water savings and replacing around 12 miles of open canal with a buried pipe will 

negatively impact properties near the canal. The piping of the Arnold Canal is intended to conserve water that is 

lost through seepage into the porous bottom of the canal. Water conserved through the project will help increase 

allotments for farmers in summer and will boost the water level of the Deschutes River in winter. But some 

residents who live near the canal on Bend's southern fringe oppose the project, saying it will damage the local 

ecosystem that has grown up around the canal since it was built more than a century ago.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

2023: The Arnold Irrigation District Planned To Convert Around 12 Miles Of Open Canal Into Buried Pipe, 

Which Would Conserve Water By Eliminating Loss From Seepage Into The Porous Bottom Of The Canal 

 

2023: The Arnold Irrigation District Planned To Convert Around 12 Miles Of Open Canal Into Buried Pipe. 

“A Deschutes County Commissioner that previously supported Arnold Irrigation District's plan to convert its open 

canal to a closed pipe has changed positions and now opposes the multi-million dollar water conservation 

project. Patti Adair, one of three county commissioners, says the cost of the project is not worth the water savings 

and replacing around 12 miles of open canal with a buried pipe will negatively impact properties near the canal. 

The piping of the Arnold Canal is intended to conserve water that is lost through seepage into the porous bottom of 

the canal. Water conserved through the project will help increase allotments for farmers in summer and will boost 

the water level of the Deschutes River in winter. But some residents who live near the canal on Bend's southern 

fringe oppose the project, saying it will damage the local ecosystem that has grown up around the canal since it was 

built more than a century ago.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

Bend Bulletin: The Piping Project Would Conserve Water By Eliminating Loss From Seepage Into The 

Porous Bottom Of The Canal. “A Deschutes County Commissioner that previously supported Arnold Irrigation 

District's plan to convert its open canal to a closed pipe has changed positions and now opposes the multi-million 

https://bendbulletin.com/2023/05/20/patti-adair-reverses-support-for-arnold-irrigation-district-piping-project/
https://bendbulletin.com/2023/05/20/patti-adair-reverses-support-for-arnold-irrigation-district-piping-project/
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https://bendbulletin.com/2023/05/20/patti-adair-reverses-support-for-arnold-irrigation-district-piping-project/


 

 
 

dollar water conservation project. Patti Adair, one of three county commissioners, says the cost of the project is not 

worth the water savings and replacing around 12 miles of open canal with a buried pipe will negatively impact 

properties near the canal. The piping of the Arnold Canal is intended to conserve water that is lost through seepage 

into the porous bottom of the canal. Water conserved through the project will help increase allotments for farmers 

in summer and will boost the water level of the Deschutes River in winter. But some residents who live near the 

canal on Bend's southern fringe oppose the project, saying it will damage the local ecosystem that has grown up 

around the canal since it was built more than a century ago.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

The Canal Was “Losing Anywhere From 30% To 50% Of Water” And The Project Would Conserve As 

Much Water As The City Of Bend Used In Half A Year 

 

Craig Horrell, Managing Director For The Central Oregon Irrigation District: “The Canals In Bend Were 

Meant To Transfer Water For Irrigated Ag. And Right Now, They're Losing Anywhere From 30% To 50% 

Of Water.” “With the lack of water in the basin and junior water holders, there's not a whole lot you can do in the 

immediate time frame,’ said Madras farmer Phil Fine. Fine is a patron of the North Unit Irrigation District, which is 

now partnering with the Central Oregon Irrigation District and the Deschutes River Conservancy, which Fine 

serves as a board member, to generate support for piping water to farmers. ‘That whole plan hinges on piping up 

canals. And if we don't pipe the canals because of the water volume that's required by the North Unit, we'll have a 

hard time remaining relevant,’ Fine said. Craig Horrell is the managing director for the Central Oregon Irrigation 

District. ‘The canals in Bend were meant to transfer water for irrigated ag. And right now, they're losing anywhere 

from 30% to 50% of water,’ Horrell said Monday.” [KTVZ, 5/14/24]  

 

The Project Would Conserve As Much Water As The City Of Bend Used In Half A Year. “A second county 

commissioner, Phil Chang, said he continues to support the project, calling it ‘necessary for the future viability of 

Arnold Irrigation District.’ ‘It will conserve as much water as the City of Bend uses in half a year,’ said Chang.” 

[Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

Bend Bulletin: “Water Conserved Through The Project Will Help Increase Allotments For Farmers In 

Summer And Will Boost The Water Level Of The Deschutes River In Winter.” “A Deschutes County 

Commissioner that previously supported Arnold Irrigation District's plan to convert its open canal to a closed pipe 

has changed positions and now opposes the multi-million dollar water conservation project. Patti Adair, one of 

three county commissioners, says the cost of the project is not worth the water savings and replacing around 12 

miles of open canal with a buried pipe will negatively impact properties near the canal. The piping of the Arnold 

Canal is intended to conserve water that is lost through seepage into the porous bottom of the canal. Water 

conserved through the project will help increase allotments for farmers in summer and will boost the water level of 

the Deschutes River in winter. But some residents who live near the canal on Bend's southern fringe oppose the 

project, saying it will damage the local ecosystem that has grown up around the canal since it was built more than a 

century ago.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

Adair Said She Opposed The Piping Project Due To Cost, Concerns About Property Values, And 

Because “If You're Piping Everything, Where Do The Wildlife Get A Drink?” And Wrote To 

Congressman Cliff Bentz Urging Him To Oppose The Project 

 

May 2023: Adair Said She Opposed The Project Because The Cost Was Not Worth The Water Savings And 

Replacing 12 Miles Of Open Canal With A Buried Pipe Would Negatively Impact Properties Near The 

Canal 

 

May 2023: Bend Bulletin: Adair Said She Opposed The Project Because The Cost Was Not Worth The 

Water Savings And Replacing 12 Miles Of Open Canal With A Buried Pipe Would Negatively Impact 

Properties Near The Canal. “A Deschutes County Commissioner that previously supported Arnold Irrigation 

District's plan to convert its open canal to a closed pipe has changed positions and now opposes the multi-million 

dollar water conservation project. Patti Adair, one of three county commissioners, says the cost of the project is not 

https://bendbulletin.com/2023/05/20/patti-adair-reverses-support-for-arnold-irrigation-district-piping-project/
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worth the water savings and replacing around 12 miles of open canal with a buried pipe will negatively impact 

properties near the canal. The piping of the Arnold Canal is intended to conserve water that is lost through seepage 

into the porous bottom of the canal. Water conserved through the project will help increase allotments for farmers 

in summer and will boost the water level of the Deschutes River in winter. But some residents who live near the 

canal on Bend's southern fringe oppose the project, saying it will damage the local ecosystem that has grown up 

around the canal since it was built more than a century ago.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

Bend Bulletin: Adair Said “To Pipe It For $43 Million Seems Incredibly Excessive.” “A grassroots group 

called Save Arnold Canal has filed a lawsuit against Arnold Irrigation District in hopes of canceling the piping 

project, which was approved by federal agencies in December. ‘To pipe it for $43 million seems incredibly 

excessive,’ Adair told The Bulletin. ‘Their homes will be impacted, their values will be impacted, and its four cubic 

feet a second, which is immaterial.’ Adair was quoting numbers from a 2021 paper written by Central Oregon 

LandWatch, which was commenting before Arnold had released its final environmental assessment. Jeremy Austin, 

the wild lands and water program manager for LandWatch, said changes reflected in the final environmental 

assessment, released in August 2022, reflect more water conservation for the river.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

Bend Bulletin: Adair Expressed Concerns About The Piping Project’s Impact On Property Values, Saying: 

“Homes Will Be Impacted, Their Values Will Be Impacted.” “A grassroots group called Save Arnold Canal has 

filed a lawsuit against Arnold Irrigation District in hopes of canceling the piping project, which was approved by 

federal agencies in December. ‘To pipe it for $43 million seems incredibly excessive,’ Adair told The Bulletin. 

‘Their homes will be impacted, their values will be impacted, and its four cubic feet a second, which is immaterial.’ 

Adair was quoting numbers from a 2021 paper written by Central Oregon LandWatch, which was commenting 

before Arnold had released its final environmental assessment. Jeremy Austin, the wild lands and water program 

manager for LandWatch, said changes reflected in the final environmental assessment, released in August 2022, 

reflect more water conservation for the river.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

May 2024: Adair Said She Opposed The Piping Project Because: “If You're Piping Everything, Where Do 

The Wildlife Get A Drink?” 

 

May 2024: Adair Said She Opposed The Piping Project Because: “If You're Piping Everything, Where Do 

The Wildlife Get A Drink?” “But the canal piping under way over the past several years has its critics. Deschutes 

County Commissioner Patti Adair is against canal piping in the Arnold Irrigation District canal. ‘If you're piping 

everything, where do the wildlife get a drink?’ Adair said Tuesday.  Last year, neighbors lost a case in federal court 

citing environmental impacts. Commissioner Adair believes there's better alternatives. ‘The real thing I would love 

to see happen in Central Oregon is getting rid of 5 million juniper trees, tastefully - leave four an acre. But juniper 

trees use moisture all year long, 25 to 40 gallons a day,’ she said.” [KTVZ, 5/14/24] 

 

Adair Wrote To Republican Congressman Cliff Bentz And Asked For His Support In Opposing The Project, 

Citing Outdated Information And Opposition From A Group That Had Since Come Forward In Support 

 

May 2023: Adair Wrote To Republican Congressman Cliff Bentz And Asked For His Support In Opposing 

The Project. “‘To pipe it for $43 million seems incredibly excessive,’ Adair told The Bulletin. ‘Their homes will 

be impacted, their values will be impacted, and its four cubic feet a second, which is immaterial.’ Adair was 

quoting numbers from a 2021 paper written by Central Oregon LandWatch, which was commenting before Arnold 

had released its final environmental assessment. Jeremy Austin, the wild lands and water program manager for 

LandWatch, said changes reflected in the final environmental assessment, released in August 2022, reflect more 

water conservation for the river. ‘LandWatch supports the changes made to the EA that purport to permanently 

protect instream the water savings associated with the piping project,’ said Austin. Last week, Adair sent a letter to 

the office of U.S. Rep. Cliff Bentz, R-Ontario, asking for his support in opposing the piping project. Adair cited 

Central Oregon LandWatch as a local group opposing the piping plans in the note. ‘Even COLW says the Arnold 

Irrigation project is not appropriate to spend $43 million to accomplish so little and to destroy so much. We had our 

meeting with so many residents so upset yesterday. Please ask Congressman Bentz to help stop this project,’ said 

the letter, which was obtained by the Bulletin.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 
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May 2023: In Her Letter To Bentz, Adair Cited Outdated Information And Opposition To The Project From 

A Grassroots Group Called Central Oregon Land Watch, Which Had Since Come Forward In Favor Of The 

Project. “‘To pipe it for $43 million seems incredibly excessive,’ Adair told The Bulletin. ‘Their homes will be 

impacted, their values will be impacted, and its four cubic feet a second, which is immaterial.’ Adair was quoting 

numbers from a 2021 paper written by Central Oregon LandWatch, which was commenting before Arnold had 

released its final environmental assessment. Jeremy Austin, the wild lands and water program manager for 

LandWatch, said changes reflected in the final environmental assessment, released in August 2022, reflect more 

water conservation for the river. ‘LandWatch supports the changes made to the EA that purport to permanently 

protect instream the water savings associated with the piping project,’ said Austin. Last week, Adair sent a letter to 

the office of U.S. Rep. Cliff Bentz, R-Ontario, asking for his support in opposing the piping project. Adair cited 

Central Oregon LandWatch as a local group opposing the piping plans in the note. ‘Even COLW says the Arnold 

Irrigation project is not appropriate to spend $43 million to accomplish so little and to destroy so much. We had our 

meeting with so many residents so upset yesterday. Please ask Congressman Bentz to help stop this project,’ said 

the letter, which was obtained by the Bulletin.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

• May 2023: Adair: “Even COLW Says The Arnold Irrigation Project Is Not Appropriate To Spend $43 

Million To Accomplish So Little And To Destroy So Much.” “‘To pipe it for $43 million seems incredibly 

excessive,’ Adair told The Bulletin. ‘Their homes will be impacted, their values will be impacted, and its four 

cubic feet a second, which is immaterial.’ Adair was quoting numbers from a 2021 paper written by Central 

Oregon LandWatch, which was commenting before Arnold had released its final environmental assessment. 

Jeremy Austin, the wild lands and water program manager for LandWatch, said changes reflected in the final 

environmental assessment, released in August 2022, reflect more water conservation for the river. ‘LandWatch 

supports the changes made to the EA that purport to permanently protect instream the water savings associated 

with the piping project,’ said Austin. Last week, Adair sent a letter to the office of U.S. Rep. Cliff Bentz, R-

Ontario, asking for his support in opposing the piping project. Adair cited Central Oregon LandWatch as a local 

group opposing the piping plans in the note. ‘Even COLW says the Arnold Irrigation project is not appropriate 

to spend $43 million to accomplish so little and to destroy so much. We had our meeting with so many 

residents so upset yesterday. Please ask Congressman Bentz to help stop this project,’ said the letter, which was 

obtained by the Bulletin.” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

• May 2023: Jeremy Austin, The Wild Lands And Water Program Manager For LandWatch, Said The 

Organization Supported The Project After Analyzing The Final Environmental Assessment. “Adair was 

quoting numbers from a 2021 paper written by Central Oregon LandWatch, which was commenting before 

Arnold had released its final environmental assessment. Jeremy Austin, the wild lands and water program 

manager for LandWatch, said changes reflected in the final environmental assessment, released in August 

2022, reflect more water conservation for the river. ‘LandWatch supports the changes made to the EA that 

purport to permanently protect instream the water savings associated with the piping project,’ said Austin. Last 

week, Adair sent a letter to the office of U.S. Rep. Cliff Bentz, R-Ontario, asking for his support in opposing 

the piping project. Adair cited Central Oregon LandWatch as a local group opposing the piping plans in the 

note. ‘Even COLW says the Arnold Irrigation project is not appropriate to spend $43 million to accomplish so 

little and to destroy so much. We had our meeting with so many residents so upset yesterday. Please ask 

Congressman Bentz to help stop this project,’ said the letter, which was obtained by the Bulletin.” [Bend 

Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

The Piping Project Was A “Crucial” Initiative To Ensure Farmers Had Enough Water For Their 

Crops And Was Supported By Bentz And Central Oregon Farmers 

 

Congressman Bentz Was A Strong Supporter Of The Project, And Said He Disagreed With Adair And Was 

“Sorry That She Reversed Her Position On This” 

 

Bentz Said The Arnold Project Was An “Integral Part” Of Efforts To Modernize The Water Distribution 

Network For The Deschutes Basin. “In a call with the Bulletin, Bentz said he was not convinced by the points 
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made by Adair. ‘I feel badly for the folks whose backyards and vistas are going to be changed by virtue of this 

necessary improvement to the water distribution system. I don't want to sound callous because I feel badly for 

them,’ said Bentz. ‘But here is the deal, I disagree with the commissioner. I am sorry that she reversed her position 

on this. I have supported this for a long time.’ Bentz said the Arnold project is part of a wider attempt to modernize 

the water distribution network for the Deschutes Basin, and called it ‘an integral part’ of that effort. ‘If you lose one 

part of it you are in danger of losing it all and that would be a horrible result for your entire basin,’ said Bentz. ‘It 

would be fatal for ag if we don't get this pipeline put in and a huge, huge, huge part of the Deschutes Basin 

economy is driven by some of the incredibly valuable crops that you guys raise over there.’” [Bend Bulletin, 

5/21/23] 

 

Bentz: “It Would Be Fatal For Ag If We Don't Get This Pipeline Put In And A Huge, Huge, Huge Part Of 

The Deschutes Basin Economy Is Driven By Some Of The Incredibly Valuable Crops That You Guys Raise 

Over There.” “In a call with the Bulletin, Bentz said he was not convinced by the points made by Adair. ‘I feel 

badly for the folks whose backyards and vistas are going to be changed by virtue of this necessary improvement to 

the water distribution system. I don't want to sound callous because I feel badly for them,’ said Bentz. ‘But here is 

the deal, I disagree with the commissioner. I am sorry that she reversed her position on this. I have supported this 

for a long time.’ Bentz said the Arnold project is part of a wider attempt to modernize the water distribution 

network for the Deschutes Basin, and called it ‘an integral part’ of that effort. ‘If you lose one part of it you are in 

danger of losing it all and that would be a horrible result for your entire basin,’ said Bentz. ‘It would be fatal for ag 

if we don't get this pipeline put in and a huge, huge, huge part of the Deschutes Basin economy is driven by some 

of the incredibly valuable crops that you guys raise over there.’” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

Bentz Said Supported The Project And Said “I Disagree With The Commissioner. I Am Sorry That She 

Reversed Her Position On This. I Have Supported This For A Long Time.” “In a call with the Bulletin, Bentz 

said he was not convinced by the points made by Adair. ‘I feel badly for the folks whose backyards and vistas are 

going to be changed by virtue of this necessary improvement to the water distribution system. I don't want to sound 

callous because I feel badly for them,’ said Bentz. ‘But here is the deal, I disagree with the commissioner. I am 

sorry that she reversed her position on this. I have supported this for a long time.’ Bentz said the Arnold project is 

part of a wider attempt to modernize the water distribution network for the Deschutes Basin, and called it ‘an 

integral part’ of that effort. ‘If you lose one part of it you are in danger of losing it all and that would be a horrible 

result for your entire basin,’ said Bentz. ‘It would be fatal for ag if we don't get this pipeline put in and a huge, 

huge, huge part of the Deschutes Basin economy is driven by some of the incredibly valuable crops that you guys 

raise over there.’” [Bend Bulletin, 5/21/23] 

 

Central Oregon Farmers Said The Piping Project Was A “Crucial Initiative” Addressing The Water Needs 

Of The Agricultural Community And Necessary For Their Industry To “Remain Relevant” 

 

Mike Hayes Column: The Piping Project Was A “Crucial Initiative Addressing The Water Needs Of Our 

Agricultural Community And Safeguarding Our Valuable Resources.” “Initially, Adair showed support for 

converting the open canal to a closed pipe- a project aimed at conserving water, increasing summer allotments for 

farmers, and bolstering the water level of the Deschutes River in winter. It was a crucial initiative addressing the 

water needs of our agricultural community and safeguarding our valuable resources. However, Adair's sudden 

reversal and opposition to the project raise serious doubts about her commitment to the county's well-being. Citing 

concerns about project costs and its impact on properties near the canal, Adair disregards the greater goal of water 

conservation and its long-term benefits for our agricultural sector. Adair's argument, emphasizing the project's cost 

over water savings, is shortsighted in the face of a historic drought. Every drop of water counts, and it is 

disheartening to see a county commissioner prioritize the potential impact on property values over securing a 

reliable water supply for our farms.” [Mike Hayes Guest Column, Deschutes River Conservancy, 5/24/23] 

 

• Hayes Described Himself As “A Community Member And Steward Of The Land” And Said His Family 

Had Been Farming Their Land For More Than Fifty Years. “Deschutes County Commissioner Patti Adair's 

recent actions have raised concerns about her commitment to the stewardship of our county. Her flip-flopping 

decision on the Arnold Irrigation District's water conservation project exposes questionable priorities and 
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political motivations. As a community member and steward of the land, I have personally witnessed the 

importance of efficient water delivery for our farms. In 2018, we experienced the loss of our property canal and 

the installation of irrigation piping - a decision driven by the realization that feeding the farm held far greater 

value than any appeal the canal might have had, so we paid for it as stewards of the land. With over 50 years of 

experience, my family understands the significance of cleaner and more reliable water sources for sustaining 

our agricultural practices.” [Mike Hayes Guest Column, Deschutes River Conservancy, 5/24/23]  

 

May 2024: Madras Farmer Phil Fine Said Piping Was Critical For Central Oregon Farmers To “Remain 

Relevant.” “With the lack of water in the basin and junior water holders, there's not a whole lot you can do in the 

immediate time frame,’ said Madras farmer Phil Fine. Fine is a patron of the North Unit Irrigation District, which is 

now partnering with the Central Oregon Irrigation District and the Deschutes River Conservancy, which Fine 

serves as a board member, to generate support for piping water to farmers. ‘That whole plan hinges on piping up 

canals. And if we don't pipe the canals because of the water volume that's required by the North Unit, we'll have a 

hard time remaining relevant,’ Fine said. Craig Horrell is the managing director for the Central Oregon Irrigation 

District. ‘The canals in Bend were meant to transfer water for irrigated ag. And right now, they're losing anywhere 

from 30% to 50% of water,’ Horrell said Monday.” [KTVZ, 5/14/24]  

 

Central Oregon Farmers And Their Advocates Emphasized Their Support Of The Initiative, Which They 

Said Was Especially Critical Due To The Impact Of Drought On Their Crops 

 

May 2024: Irrigation Piping Was Critical In Deschutes County, As More Than 40% Of The County Was 

Effected By Drought. “For years, dry conditions have impacted Central Oregon farmers. According to 

drought.gov, more than 40% of Deschutes County is still affected by drought. Nearly 90% of Jefferson County is 

abnormally dry. Fine has felt the effects. Half of his land has had to be fallowed, or dried out and not planted, to 

ensure he has enough water for the rest. ‘And so moving forward, it just compounds, because every year we're 

farming less and less,’ he said.  Horrell said: ‘We have endangered species. We have farmers that are in need, and 

we have a source that we know where we can find water.’” [KTVZ, 5/14/24]  

 

May 2024: KTVZ: Fine Said That Due To Drought, Half Of His Land Has Had To Be Fallowed, Or Dried 

Out And Not Planted, To Ensure He Has Enough Water For The Rest. “For years, dry conditions have 

impacted Central Oregon farmers. According to drought.gov, more than 40% of Deschutes County is still affected 

by drought. Nearly 90% of Jefferson County is abnormally dry. Fine has felt the effects. Half of his land has had to 

be fallowed, or dried out and not planted, to ensure he has enough water for the rest. ‘And so moving forward, it 

just compounds, because every year we're farming less and less,’ he said.  Horrell said: ‘We have endangered 

species. We have farmers that are in need, and we have a source that we know where we can find water.’” [KTVZ, 

5/14/24] 

 

• Fine: “And So Moving Forward, It Just Compounds, Because Every Year We're Farming Less And 

Less.” “For years, dry conditions have impacted Central Oregon farmers. According to drought.gov, more than 

40% of Deschutes County is still affected by drought. Nearly 90% of Jefferson County is abnormally dry. Fine 

has felt the effects. Half of his land has had to be fallowed, or dried out and not planted, to ensure he has 

enough water for the rest. ‘And so moving forward, it just compounds, because every year we're farming less 

and less,’ he said.  Horrell said: ‘We have endangered species. We have farmers that are in need, and we have a 

source that we know where we can find water.’” [KTVZ, 5/14/24] 

 

Craig Horrell, Managing Director For The Central Oregon Irrigation District: “We Have Farmers That Are 

In Need, And We Have A Source That We Know Where We Can Find Water.” “For years, dry conditions 

have impacted Central Oregon farmers. According to drought.gov, more than 40% of Deschutes County is still 

affected by drought. Nearly 90% of Jefferson County is abnormally dry. Fine has felt the effects. Half of his land 

has had to be fallowed, or dried out and not planted, to ensure he has enough water for the rest. ‘And so moving 

forward, it just compounds, because every year we're farming less and less,’ he said.  Horrell said: ‘We have 

endangered species. We have farmers that are in need, and we have a source that we know where we can find 

water.’” [KTVZ, 5/14/24] 
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Central Oregon Farmer Mike Hayes: “It Is Disheartening To See A County Commissioner Prioritize The 

Potential Impact On Property Values Over Securing A Reliable Water Supply For Our Farms” 

 

Mike Hayes Column: “It Is Disheartening To See A County Commissioner Prioritize The Potential Impact 

On Property Values Over Securing A Reliable Water Supply For Our Farms.” “Initially, Adair showed 

support for converting the open canal to a closed pipe- a project aimed at conserving water, increasing summer 

allotments for farmers, and bolstering the water level of the Deschutes River in winter. It was a crucial initiative 

addressing the water needs of our agricultural community and safeguarding our valuable resources. However, 

Adair's sudden reversal and opposition to the project raise serious doubts about her commitment to the county's 

well-being. Citing concerns about project costs and its impact on properties near the canal, Adair disregards the 

greater goal of water conservation and its long-term benefits for our agricultural sector. Adair's argument, 

emphasizing the project's cost over water savings, is shortsighted in the face of a historic drought. Every drop of 

water counts, and it is disheartening to see a county commissioner prioritize the potential impact on property values 

over securing a reliable water supply for our farms.” [Mike Hayes Guest Column, Deschutes River Conservancy, 

5/24/23] 

 

Mike Hayes Column: “Adair's Sudden Reversal And Opposition To The Project Raise Serious Doubts About 

Her Commitment To The County's Well-Being.” “Initially, Adair showed support for converting the open canal 

to a closed pipe- a project aimed at conserving water, increasing summer allotments for farmers, and bolstering the 

water level of the Deschutes River in winter. It was a crucial initiative addressing the water needs of our 

agricultural community and safeguarding our valuable resources. However, Adair's sudden reversal and opposition 

to the project raise serious doubts about her commitment to the county's well-being. Citing concerns about project 

costs and its impact on properties near the canal, Adair disregards the greater goal of water conservation and its 

long-term benefits for our agricultural sector. Adair's argument, emphasizing the project's cost over water savings, 

is shortsighted in the face of a historic drought. Every drop of water counts, and it is disheartening to see a county 

commissioner prioritize the potential impact on property values over securing a reliable water supply for our 

farms.” [Mike Hayes Guest Column, Deschutes River Conservancy, 5/24/23]  

 

Campaign Finance Violations 
 

July 2022-September 2023: Adair Paid More Than $1,300 In Late Filing Fees For Campaign Finance 

Violations. “The Secretary of State debuted a database in August that tracks campaign finance violations by 

politicians to encourage more compliance with the laws that govern those finances. […] The violation: Adair has 

paid more than a combined $1,300 in late filing fees since July 2022. This year, she paid more than $400 in January 

and more than $200 in June. What she says: Adair said she mistakenly double-entered a transaction when logging it 

in the Secretary of State's filing system, then was charged a fee for correcting it. ‘There's always so much going on. 

It's really hard to keep it going,’ she said.” [Bend Bulletin, 9/6/23]  

 

• Bend Bulletin: Adair Said She Mistakenly Double-Entered A Transaction When Logging It In The 

Secretary Of State's Filing System, Then Was Charged A Fee For Correcting It. “The Secretary of State 

debuted a database in August that tracks campaign finance violations by politicians to encourage more 

compliance with the laws that govern those finances. […] The violation: Adair has paid more than a combined 

$1,300 in late filing fees since July 2022. This year, she paid more than $400 in January and more than $200 in 

June. What she says: Adair said she mistakenly double-entered a transaction when logging it in the Secretary of 

State's filing system, then was charged a fee for correcting it. ‘There's always so much going on. It's really hard 

to keep it going,’ she said.” [Bend Bulletin, 9/6/23] 

 

Federal Funding Cuts 

 

March 2025: Adair Said She Supported A Plan By Republicans In Congress That Would Strip Away $9 

Million In Federal Earmarks Across Deschutes County Because “We've Got To Get The Federal Funding 
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Under Control In This Country.” “A plan by Republicans in Congress would strip away $9 million in federal 

earmarks across Deschutes County should it become law, wrenching progress on a diverse set of prominent 

projects. The bill passed by House Republicans on Tuesday, a continuing resolution, was House Speaker Mike 

Johnson's effort to avoid a government shutdown while cutting programs, as President Donald Trump and advisor 

Elon Musk continue a barrage on federal spending. The bill needed support of Senate Democrats, who were 

pinched between supporting the cost-cutting bill or letting government funding lapse as the shutdown deadline 

loomed Friday at midnight. Senate support of the bill would mean significant funding blows in Deschutes County, 

including for an outdoor homeless shelter land purchase in Bend, a sewer system buildout in Terrebonne, a road 

project east of Redmond and the long-planned regional emergency coordination center at the Redmond Airport. 

Democrat leaders in Central Oregon slammed the spending plan. U.S. Rep. Janelle Bynum, D-Oregon, who voted 

against the bill, said in a press release the bill would strip away $30 million in congressionally directed spending, or 

earmarks, for projects within her district, which stretches from Bend to southeast of Portland. ‘This is a trash bill 

with unmet promises to our district,’ Bynum said in the release. Deschutes County Commissioner Patti Adair, a 

Republican, said she is supportive of federal cost-cutting measures, citing ‘out of control’ federal debt. She said she 

hopes the state Legislature will be able to fund critical projects in Central Oregon like the emergency center and 

sewer system. ‘We've got to get the federal funding under control in this country,’ she said.” [Redmond 

Spokesman, 3/14/25]  

 

• March 2025: Redmond Spokesman: The Bill Would Mean “Significant” Funding Blows In Deschutes 

County. “A plan by Republicans in Congress would strip away $9 million in federal earmarks across 

Deschutes County should it become law, wrenching progress on a diverse set of prominent projects. The bill 

passed by House Republicans on Tuesday, a continuing resolution, was House Speaker Mike Johnson's effort to 

avoid a government shutdown while cutting programs, as President Donald Trump and advisor Elon Musk 

continue a barrage on federal spending. The bill needed support of Senate Democrats, who were pinched 

between supporting the cost-cutting bill or letting government funding lapse as the shutdown deadline loomed 

Friday at midnight. Senate support of the bill would mean significant funding blows in Deschutes County, 

including for an outdoor homeless shelter land purchase in Bend, a sewer system buildout in Terrebonne, a road 

project east of Redmond and the long-planned regional emergency coordination center at the Redmond Airport. 

Democrat leaders in Central Oregon slammed the spending plan. U.S. Rep. Janelle Bynum, D-Oregon, who 

voted against the bill, said in a press release the bill would strip away $30 million in congressionally directed 

spending, or earmarks, for projects within her district, which stretches from Bend to southeast of Portland. 

‘This is a trash bill with unmet promises to our district,’ Bynum said in the release. Deschutes County 

Commissioner Patti Adair, a Republican, said she is supportive of federal cost-cutting measures, citing ‘out of 

control’ federal debt. She said she hopes the state Legislature will be able to fund critical projects in Central 

Oregon like the emergency center and sewer system. ‘We've got to get the federal funding under control in this 

country,’ she said.” [Redmond Spokesman, 3/14/25] 

 

• March 2025: Redmond Spokesman: The Bill Would Slash Funding For “An Outdoor Homeless Shelter 

Land Purchase In Bend, A Sewer System Buildout In Terrebonne, A Road Project East Of Redmond 

And The Long-Planned Regional Emergency Coordination Center.” “A plan by Republicans in Congress 

would strip away $9 million in federal earmarks across Deschutes County should it become law, wrenching 

progress on a diverse set of prominent projects. The bill passed by House Republicans on Tuesday, a 

continuing resolution, was House Speaker Mike Johnson's effort to avoid a government shutdown while cutting 

programs, as President Donald Trump and advisor Elon Musk continue a barrage on federal spending. The bill 

needed support of Senate Democrats, who were pinched between supporting the cost-cutting bill or letting 

government funding lapse as the shutdown deadline loomed Friday at midnight. Senate support of the bill 

would mean significant funding blows in Deschutes County, including for an outdoor homeless shelter land 

purchase in Bend, a sewer system buildout in Terrebonne, a road project east of Redmond and the long-planned 

regional emergency coordination center at the Redmond Airport. Democrat leaders in Central Oregon slammed 

the spending plan. U.S. Rep. Janelle Bynum, D-Oregon, who voted against the bill, said in a press release the 

bill would strip away $30 million in congressionally directed spending, or earmarks, for projects within her 

district, which stretches from Bend to southeast of Portland. ‘This is a trash bill with unmet promises to our 

district,’ Bynum said in the release. Deschutes County Commissioner Patti Adair, a Republican, said she is 
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supportive of federal cost-cutting measures, citing ‘out of control’ federal debt. She said she hopes the state 

Legislature will be able to fund critical projects in Central Oregon like the emergency center and sewer system. 

‘We've got to get the federal funding under control in this country,’ she said.” [Redmond Spokesman, 3/14/25] 

 

Housing 

 

October 2021: Adair Directed $1 Million To Expanding The Courthouse Instead Of Additional 

Local Affordable Housing Projects 

 

Adair Voted Against Using The Proceeds Of A $1 Million Land Sale To Pay For Additional Affordable 

Housing Projects, Instead Finding The Money Would Be Better Spent Towards Expanding The County 

Courthouse 

 

October 2021: Deschutes County Earned $1 Million In A Sale Of Land To An Affordable Housing Organization  

 

October 2021: The County Sold Property To Housing Works To Build 30 To 40 Affordable Housing Units 

As Well As Space For A Medical Center To Provide Clinical Service To Vulnerable Populations. “A split 

Deschutes County Commission decided against putting $1 million toward affordable housing projects, instead 

finding the money would be better spent toward expanding the courthouse. On Wednesday, the Deschutes County 

Commission discussed whether the county's property manager should move forward with handling the documents 

associated with the sale of county-owned property at the corner of NE 27th Street and NE Conners Avenue. The 

county is selling the land to the affordable housing organization Housing Works, which will provide roughly 30 to 

40 additional affordable housing units and will have space for Mosaic Medical to provide clinical service to 

vulnerable populations, according to county documents. Construction is estimated to be done by 2024.” [Bend 

Bulletin, 10/14/21]  

 

• Bend Bulletin: The Property Was At The Corner Of NE 27th Street And NE Conners Avenue. “A split 

Deschutes County Commission decided against putting $1 million toward affordable housing projects, instead 

finding the money would be better spent toward expanding the courthouse. On Wednesday, the Deschutes 

County Commission discussed whether the county's property manager should move forward with handling the 

documents associated with the sale of county-owned property at the corner of NE 27th Street and NE Conners 

Avenue. The county is selling the land to the affordable housing organization Housing Works, which will 

provide roughly 30 to 40 additional affordable housing units and will have space for Mosaic Medical to provide 

clinical service to vulnerable populations, according to county documents. Construction is estimated to be done 

by 2024.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/14/21]  

 

$900,000 Of The Funds Came From The Bend City Council’s Affordable Housing Reserves, While Housing 

Works Paid The Other $100,000. “Another reason Chang advocated for using the money for affordable housing is 

because $900,000 of the $1 million the county will be receiving will be coming from the city of Bend's affordable 

housing funding. Housing Works is paying the remaining $100,000 from its own reserves. Bend city Councilor 

Barb Campbell has publicly criticized the county for pulling resources from the city's affordable housing program 

during a City Council meeting last week, and in an email said the money could have gone toward more housing 

projects. ‘The City of Bend's Affordable Housing Advisory Committee and the Affordable Housing Fund are 

recognized Statewide as powerful forces for good,’ Campbell wrote in an email sent to county commissioners last 

week. ‘The Deschutes County Commission is undermining that good work, pulling funds away from the 

problems.’” [Bend Bulletin, 10/13/21]  

 

October 2021: Adair Voted Against Using The $1 Million Proceeds Of The Land Sale To Pay For More 

Affordable Housing, Instead Finding The Money Would Be Better Spent Towards Expanding The County 

Courthouse 

 

Deschutes County Commissioner Chang Argued That The Proceeds Of The Sale Should Go Towards 
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Additional Affordable Housing Initiatives. “During that discussion, Commissioner Phil Chang proposed the 

commission use $1 million it would be receiving from the sale of 1.14 acres of county land in Bend to leverage 

affordable housing projects. Chang has advocated that the county donate the land instead of selling it, which the 

county has done in the past for other affordable housing-related projects. But if it has to be sold, Chang said the 

county should dedicate the proceeds to other affordable housing projects. ‘It's an urgent need in our community, 

and this is a critical time where we could be catching up a little bit with affordable housing rather than fall further 

and further behind,’ Chang said Wednesday.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/13/21] 

 

Adair Said The Proceeds From The Sale Would Be Best Spent Toward The Costs Of A Long-Term Plan To 

Expand The Courthouse, Which She Said Could Not Be Held Off In Order To Keep Construction Costs 

Down. “But if it has to be sold, Chang said the county should dedicate the proceeds to other affordable housing 

projects. ‘It's an urgent need in our community, and this is a critical time where we could be catching up a little bit 

with affordable housing rather than fall further and further behind,’ Chang said Wednesday. But Commission Chair 

Tony DeBone and Commissioner Patti Adair disagreed and argued that the proceeds would be better spent going 

toward the costs of a long -term plan to expand the courthouse. Because of this disagreement, Chang voted against 

moving forward with executing documents related to the sale. Adair said paying for the courthouse expansion is a 

direct responsibility of the county, and doing it sooner rather than later is important in order to keep construction 

costs down. ‘That project can't be held off,’ Adair said.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/13/21] 

 

October 2021: The Bulletin: “A Split Deschutes County Commission Decided Against Putting $1 Million 

Toward Affordable Housing Projects, Instead Finding The Money Would Be Better Spent Toward 

Expanding The Courthouse.” “A split Deschutes County Commission decided against putting $1 million toward 

affordable housing projects, instead finding the money would be better spent toward expanding the courthouse. On 

Wednesday, the Deschutes County Commission discussed whether the county's property manager should move 

forward with handling the documents associated with the sale of county-owned property at the corner of NE 27th 

Street and NE Conners Avenue. The county is selling the land to the affordable housing organization Housing 

Works, which will provide roughly 30 to 40 additional affordable housing units and will have space for Mosaic 

Medical to provide clinical service to vulnerable populations, according to county documents. Construction is 

estimated to be done by 2024.” [Bend Bulletin, 10/13/21]  

 

Islamophobia 

 

February 2018: As Chair Of The Deschutes County Republican Party, Adair Hosted A Talk By An 

Anti-Muslim Extremist Despite Calls To Cancel 

 

February 2018: The Deschutes County Republican Party Hosted Speaker John Guandolo, A Former FBI 

Agent Described By The Southern Poverty Law Center As An Anti-Muslim Extremist 

 

February 2018: The Deschutes County Republican Party Hosted Speaker John Guandolo, A Former FBI 

Agent Described By The Southern Poverty Law Center As An Anti-Muslim Extremist. “Republicans in a 

central Oregon county proceeded with a presentation by a former FBI agent known for his anti-Muslim rhetoric, 

despite calls from Democrats and a Muslim civil liberties organization to cancel the event. The Deschutes County 

Republican Party on Tuesday hosted an hour-long speaking engagement by John Guandolo, who the Southern 

Poverty Law Center has described as an anti-Muslim extremist, The Bulletin reported . Prior to the event, the 

Oregon Democratic Party and the state chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations called on 

Republicans to drop the speech and asked the Republican candidates for governor to condemn the event.” 

[Associated Press, 2/21/18]  

 

• Guandolo Worked For The FBI From 1996 To 2008 And Hosted Seminars For Law Enforcement 

Organizations And Other Groups On What He Describes As “Jihadi Threats.” “Guandolo, who worked 

for the FBI from 1996 to 2008, hosts seminars for law enforcement organizations and other groups on what he 

describes as ‘jihadi threats.’ Patti Adair, the chairwoman of the county Republican Party, said she stood by the 
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invitation for Guandolo to speak, but she didn't previously know about Guandolo's reputation. ‘I think it's 

always good to hear both sides,’ Adair said. Paul DeWitt, the vice chairman of the county Republican Party, 

said Guandolo is a ‘realist’ with experience in the field.” [Associated Press, 2/21/18]  

 

Adair, Then The Chairwoman Of The Deschutes County Republican Party, Stood By Allowing Guandolo To 

Speak, Saying “I Think It's Always Good To Hear Both Sides” 

 

February 2018: Adair Was The Chairwoman Of The Deschutes County Republican Party. “Guandolo, who 

worked for the FBI from 1996 to 2008, hosts seminars for law enforcement organizations and other groups on what 

he describes as ‘jihadi threats.’ Patti Adair, the chairwoman of the county Republican Party, said she stood by the 

invitation for Guandolo to speak, but she didn't previously know about Guandolo's reputation. ‘I think it's always 

good to hear both sides,’ Adair said. Paul DeWitt, the vice chairman of the county Republican Party, said Guandolo 

is a ‘realist’ with experience in the field.” [Associated Press, 2/21/18] 

 

Adair Said She Stood By Allowing Guandolo To Speak, Saying “I Think It's Always Good To Hear Both 

Sides.” “Guandolo, who worked for the FBI from 1996 to 2008, hosts seminars for law enforcement organizations 

and other groups on what he describes as ‘jihadi threats.’ Patti Adair, the chairwoman of the county Republican 

Party, said she stood by the invitation for Guandolo to speak, but she didn't previously know about Guandolo's 

reputation. ‘I think it's always good to hear both sides,’ Adair said. Paul DeWitt, the vice chairman of the county 

Republican Party, said Guandolo is a ‘realist’ with experience in the field.” [Associated Press, 2/21/18]  

 

• Adair Said She Didn't Previously Know About Guandolo's Reputation. “Guandolo, who worked for the 

FBI from 1996 to 2008, hosts seminars for law enforcement organizations and other groups on what he 

describes as ‘jihadi threats.’ Patti Adair, the chairwoman of the county Republican Party, said she stood by the 

invitation for Guandolo to speak, but she didn't previously know about Guandolo's reputation. ‘I think it's 

always good to hear both sides,’ Adair said. Paul DeWitt, the vice chairman of the county Republican Party, 

said Guandolo is a ‘realist’ with experience in the field.” [Associated Press, 2/21/18]  

 

The Event Proceeded As Planned Despite Calls To Cancel  

 

February 2018: Associated Press Headline: “County Republicans Host Speaker Despite Calls To Cancel.” 

[Associated Press, 2/21/18]  

 

Marijuana 
 

Adair Was An Outspoken Anti-Marijuana Candidate  

 

2025: Adair: “The Legalization Of Marijuana Statewide Has Had Harmful Impacts On Our Children And 

Community” Including “The Proliferation Of Drug Cartels” And “Contributions To Homelessness.” 

“Ceasing Marijuana Farm Expansion: The legalization of marijuana statewide has had harmful impacts on our 

children and community. Sadly, these effects are beginning to escalate. These include stress on an already stretched 

law enforcement, the proliferation of drug cartels, illegal marijuana operations, increased potency of products sold, 

and contributions to homelessness. Patti and her colleagues have pushed back and successfully stopped more 

marijuana licenses from being issued in Deschutes County with the voters’ passage of our moratorium. While there 

is more progress to be made, capping licensure is a starting point and one that we should all celebrate.” [Patti Adair 

For Deschutes County Commission via Internet Archive, accessed 1/24/25] 
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[Patti Adair For Deschutes County Commission via Internet Archive, accessed 1/24/25] 

 

October 2018: The Bend Source: Adair Was “A Virulently Outspoken Anti-Marijuana Candidate.” “Patti 

Adair, a virulently outspoken anti-marijuana candidate, won the Republican primary for the seat currently held by 

Tammy Baney. The Chairperson of the Deschutes County Republican Party‘s public comments run the gamut from 

concerning to absurd. During a discussion of homelessness and mental health issues at a Bend debate, she 

suggested both are a result of too few kids being educated about the dangers of marijuana. ‘Students here in 

Oregon, they’re getting stoned every day if they’re not in college, and if they are in college they’re drinking a lot,’ 

she said. As you pause to unpack that ridiculous statement, consider that, yes, Adair has a very real chance of being 

a significant decisionmaker in Deschutes County. Get out and vote.” [The Bend Source, 10/10/18]  

 

2018: Adair Received Public Criticism For Racist Comments About People Involved In The 

Marijuana Industry 

 

May 2018: The Bend Bulletin Letter To The Editor: Adair Publicly Expressed Concerns About People 

Involved In The Marijuana Industry Based On Their Nationality, Despite No Evidence That They Had Done 

Anything Wrong. “Adair has also worried about some of the people in the pot industry without clear evidence that 

they are bad people. ‘You have all kinds of people coming in and out,’ she told The Source Weekly about the grows 

already open in the county. ‘I worry about who it brings in. Really, do we want to attract those people? Mexico is 

having serious drug wars. It's frightening.’ In another example, she pointed out in an email to The Bulletin that 

some of the people behind one grow ‘have Costa Rica affiliations.’ Are people from Costa Rica inherently bad?” 

[Letter to the Editor, The Bend Bulletin, 5/21/18]  

 

2018: Adair On Marijuana Cultivation In Deschutes County: “You Have All Kinds Of People Coming In 

And Out… I Worry About Who It Brings In. Really, Do We Want To Attract Those People? Mexico Is 

Having Serious Drug Wars. It’s Frightening.” “Adair, who lives in Sisters and chairs the county Republican 

Party, is less circumspect, worrying about overproduction, public safety and the effects on rural communities. ‘You 

have all kinds of people coming in and out,’ she said about the grows already open in the county. ‘I worry about 

who it brings in. Really, do we want to attract those people? Mexico is having serious drug wars. It’s 

frightening.’ Given how close the vote on Measure 91 was in Deschutes County, Adair thinks commissioners 

should have let voters decide whether to have grows and sales in the rural county.” [The Bend Source 3/9/18] 

 

May 2018: Adair Pointed Out In An Email To The Bulletin That Some Of The People Behind One Grow 

“Have Costa Rica Affiliations.” “Adair has also worried about some of the people in the pot industry without 

clear evidence that they are bad people. ‘You have all kinds of people coming in and out,’ she told The Source 

Weekly about the grows already open in the county. ‘I worry about who it brings in. Really, do we want to attract 

those people? Mexico is having serious drug wars. It's frightening.’ In another example, she pointed out in an email 

to The Bulletin that some of the people behind one grow ‘have Costa Rica affiliations.’ Are people from Costa Rica 

inherently bad?” [Letter to the Editor, The Bend Bulletin, 5/21/18]  

 

• May 2018: The Bend Bulletin: Adair “Pointed Out In An Email To The Bulletin That Some Of The 

People Behind One Grow ‘Have Costa Rica Affiliations.’ Are People From Costa Rica Inherently Bad?” 

“Adair has also worried about some of the people in the pot industry without clear evidence that they are bad 

people. ‘You have all kinds of people coming in and out,’ she told The Source Weekly about the grows already 

open in the county. ‘I worry about who it brings in. Really, do we want to attract those people? Mexico is 
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having serious drug wars. It's frightening.’ In another example, she pointed out in an email to The Bulletin that 

some of the people behind one grow ‘have Costa Rica affiliations.’ Are people from Costa Rica inherently 

bad?” [Letter to the Editor, The Bend Bulletin, 5/21/18]  

 

Pay Equity 

 

March 2025: Oregon Public Broadcasting Headline: “Deschutes County Pays $150,000 Settlement Over 

Alleged Gender Discrimination.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 3/20/25] 

 

• March 2025: Deschutes County Settled A Pay Inequity And Gender Discrimination Claim By Deputy 

District Attorney Alison Filo For $150,000. “Deschutes County settled a pay inequity and gender 

discrimination claim for $150,000 this month, according to records obtained by OPB. Deputy district attorney 

Alison Filo first reached out to the county’s human resources department about issues she was seeing two years 

ago. She discovered the pay difference between her and her colleagues after District Attorney Steven Gunnels, 

who Filo praised, wanted to promote employee retention by examining how attorneys in the office were paid. ‘I 

really believed that when I emailed (HR) in April of 2023, the response I was going to get was, ‘Oh my gosh, 

we’re so sorry. Let’s get this fixed!’ Instead, Filo said, what happened was the most frustrating experience of 

her professional career as a prosecutor, which spans 25 years in California and then Deschutes County. Filo 

said Deschutes County promised a memo justifying the pay discrepancy, but she never received it. She set 

monthly alarms to email the HR department, seeking an answer, she said. It wasn’t until she hired outside legal 

representation, she said, that the county became responsive.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 3/20/25] 

 

 

 

Adair Voted To Eliminate The County’s Diversity, Equity, Inclusion And Access Committee, Which Had 

Been Tasked With Addressing Pay Equity Issues For County Workers. “Deschutes County Commissioner Phil 

Chang brought up Filo’s settlement Wednesday as the board discussed the recent dissolution of the county’s 

diversity, equity, inclusion and access committee. Chang said that group was needed to address personnel issues 

inside the county like Filo had faced.  Committee members had been slated to take up pay equity following a March 

2024 audit that found pay disparity for workers of different genders and races. The county board’s conservative 

majority voted to terminate the committee before that could happen. Commissioners Tony DeBone and Patti Adair 

have said staff retention and pay equity are issues that would live with the human resources department.” [Oregon 

Public Broadcasting, 3/20/25]  

 

• Oregon Public Broadcasting: Committee Members Had Been Slated To Take Up Pay Equity Following 

A March 2024 Audit That Found Pay Disparity For Workers Of Different Genders And Races. 

“Deschutes County Commissioner Phil Chang brought up Filo’s settlement Wednesday as the board discussed 

the recent dissolution of the county’s diversity, equity, inclusion and access committee. Chang said that group 

was needed to address personnel issues inside the county like Filo had faced.  Committee members had been 

slated to take up pay equity following a March 2024 audit that found pay disparity for workers of different 

genders and races. The county board’s conservative majority voted to terminate the committee before that could 

happen. Commissioners Tony DeBone and Patti Adair have said staff retention and pay equity are issues that 

would live with the human resources department.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 3/20/25]  

 

Vote By Mail 

 

Adair Opposed Voting By Mail And Uplifted Conspiracy Theories About Voter Fraud 

 

April 2020: Adair Retweeted A Post That Said “Voting By Mail Is The Best Way For Democrats To Steal 

The 2020 Election.” Adair retweeted a post from the user Lars Ultra MAGA Larson that said: “Voting by mail is 

the best way for Democrats to steal the 2020 election.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 4/8/20]  
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[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 4/8/20] 

 

• May 2016: Adair Quote Tweeted A Heritage Foundation Post Claiming California Had A “Voter Fraud 

Problem” With The Statement “It Is An Enormous Problem.  Do Not Vote By Mail.” Adair said “It is an 

enormous problem.  Do not vote by mail.” In response to a Heritage Foundation Tweet that said “California 

refuses to admit they have a voter fraud problem.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 5/29/16]  

 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 5/29/16] 

 

May 2018: Adair Tweeted That Her Supporters Should Not Vote By Mail And Should Instead Drop Off 

Their Ballots. “Do not mail your ballot. Please drop it off.  Vote for Patti Adair. Deschutes County commissioner. 

Position 3.” [Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 5/10/18] 

 
[Patti Jean Adair, Twitter, 5/10/18] 

 

 

2026: Elections In Oregon Were Conducted Entirely By Mail. “In mostly mail elections, all registered voters 

are sent a ballot in the mail. The voter marks the ballot, puts it in a secrecy envelope or sleeve and then into a 

separate mailing envelope, signs an affidavit on the exterior of the mailing envelope, and returns the package via 

mail or by dropping it off.  Ballots are mailed out well ahead of Election Day, so voters have an ‘election period,’ 

not just a single day, to vote. Mostly mail elections can be thought of as absentee voting for everyone. This system 

is also referred to as ‘vote by mail.’  Eight states and Washington, D.C., allow all elections to be conducted entirely 

by mail: California, Colorado, Hawaii, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Vermont and Washington state.” [National 

Conference of State Legislatures, 4/6/26]  
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