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Overview Backup 
 

Brinker Harding is a typical MAGA Republican who will be a rubber stamp for Donald Trump’s agenda 

that is driving up costs on Nebraska families. 

 

Brinker Harding Is A Typical MAGA Republican Who Will Be A Rubber Stamp 

For Donald Trump’s Agenda That Is Driving Up Costs On Nebraska Families 

 

Backup below.  

 

Harding Message #1 Backup 
 

Harding is a proud MAGA Republican who will be a rubber stamp for Trump’s reckless agenda that is 

hurting Nebraska families and driving up costs. Harding proudly accepted Trump’s endorsement, praised 

him for “doing great things,” and supports Trump’s reckless agenda that is driving up the cost of gas, 

groceries, and health care on Nebraskans. Harding supports the Medicaid cuts, insurance premium hikes, 

and reckless Iran War. And Harding continues to stand with Trump as his tariffs drive up the cost of 

almost everything. 

 

Harding Is A Proud MAGA Republican Who Will Be A Rubber Stamp For 

Trump’s Reckless Agenda 

 

Trump Endorsed Harding For NE-02 

 

Headline: “Trump Gives ‘Total Endorsement’ To Brinker Harding In NE-02” [Nebraska Examiner, 

4/14/26] 

 

Trump Endorsed Brinker Harding For Congress In Nebraska 2nd District, Saying Harding Would 

Work With Him To Advance Trump’s Priorities. “President Donald Trump made his support for the 

presumptive Republican nominee for the U.S. House known Tuesday in Nebraska’s most politically 

divided and diverse congressional district. […] Trump said, in his social media post on Truth Social, that 

Harding has ‘dedicated his life to serving his Community.’ ‘As your next Congressman, Brinker will 

work tirelessly to Champion our Amazing Farmers and Ranchers, Grow our Economy, Cut Taxes and 

Regulations, Promote MADE IN THE U.S.A., Unleash American Energy DOMINANCE, Keep our 

Border SECURE, Stop Migrant Crime, Ensure LAW AND ORDER, Support our Brave Military, 

Veterans, and Law Enforcement, and Protect our always under siege Second Amendment,’ Trump 

wrote.” [Nebraska Examiner, 4/14/26] 

 

Harding Said He Looked Forward To Working With Trump In Congress. “Harding said he looks 

forward to working with Trump to ‘make life more affordable and government more accountable.’” 

[Nebraska Examiner, 4/14/26] 

 

Harding Was A Member Of The NRCC’s “MAGA Majority”  

 

April 2026: The National Republican Congressional Committee Added Brinker Harding To Its 

“MAGA Majority” Program, Promising Big D.C. Republican Support For Harding’s Campaign. 

“Today, National Republican Congressional Committee (NRCC) Chairman Richard Hudson (R-NC) 

https://nebraskaexaminer.com/briefs/trump-gives-total-endorsement-to-brinker-harding-in-ne-02/
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/briefs/trump-gives-total-endorsement-to-brinker-harding-in-ne-02/
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/briefs/trump-gives-total-endorsement-to-brinker-harding-in-ne-02/
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announced the additions of Jim Desmond (CA-48), Aaron Flint (MT-01), Brinker Harding (NE-02), Greg 

Cunningham (NM-02), Carrie Buck (NV-01), Marty O’Donnell (NV-03), Eric Conroy (OH-01), and John 

Braun (WA-03) to the MAGA Majority program, as the NRCC continues building a strong pipeline of 

America First candidates to help protect and expand the House Republican majority in 2026. ‘House 

Republicans are on offense, and this latest round of MAGA Majority candidates proves we’re not slowing 

down. These are battle-tested leaders who reflect their districts and are ready to take the fight to 

vulnerable Democrats. With the right candidates in place early, we’re expanding the map and putting 

more seats firmly in play for 2026.’ – NRCC Chairman Richard Hudson” [NRCC Press Release, 4/27/26] 

 

The NRCC Pledged “Early Support, Strategic Resources, And Visibility” For MAGA Majority 

Candidates. “The NRCC will provide MAGA Majority candidates with early support, strategic 

resources, and visibility as Republicans expand the map and go on offense in vulnerable Democrat 

districts. With over a dozen Democrats currently sitting in Trump-won seats, the battlefield is already 

favorable for Republicans, and the MAGA Majority is designed to capitalize on that opportunity. MAGA 

Majority is the new name for the NRCC’s long-time Young Guns program.” [NRCC Press Release, 

4/27/26] 

 

That Is Hurting Nebraska Families And Driving Up Costs. 

 

Trump’s Tariffs Were The Largest Tax Increase In American History 

 

2025: Tariffs Were One Of The Largest Tax Increases In The Country’s History 

 

Center For Economic And Policy Research: Trump’s Tariffs Were The Largest Tax Increase In 

The Country’s History. “Donald Trump is putting in place the largest tax increase in the country’s 

history with his big import taxes (tariffs). We won’t know the full size of Trump’s taxes until after 

Liberation Day III (August 1), and probably not even then, but we already know that they are huge.  This 

is evident from the tariff revenue the government is collecting. In June the government collected $26.6 

billion in tariff revenue. That is up from around $6 billion a month in 2024 before Trump’s tax hikes. The 

difference of $20 billion comes to $240 billion on an annual basis. Summed over a decade, as we do with 

other measures, this comes to $2.4 trillion.   This would be a substantial tax hike in itself, roughly $1,900 

per household, but we know that the figure is almost certain to go much higher. Trump is threatening 

taxes of an additional 10 to 30 percent on imports from our major trading partners, such as Mexico, 

Canada, the European Union, and Japan. The tax take could easily end up being twice its current level, 

making Trump’s tariff frenzy by far the largest tax increase in US history.” [Center For Economic and 

Policy Research, 7/17/25]  

 

2026: Tariffs Were Estimated To Cost American Families Thousands Per Year 

 

Tariffs Increased The Cost Of Living By More Than $1,700 Per Family 

 

Trump’s Tariffs Increased The Cost Of Living By More Than $1,700 Per Family.  “Following the 

Supreme Court’s decision today to overturn Trump’s tariffs, the Joint Economic Committee – Minority 

released an updated report estimating that American families have already paid more than $1,700 each in 

tariff costs since President Trump took office. Combining Treasury Department data on the amount of 

tariff revenue collected across the first year of Trump’s term with independent estimates from the 

nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the percent of each tariff dollar that is paid by American 

consumers, the Committee found that they paid more than $231 billion in total tariff costs between 

February 2025 and January 2026, an average of more than $1,700 per family.  ‘President Trump’s tariffs 

have been a disaster for American families, driving costs up at the worst possible time,’ said U.S. Senator 

https://www.nrcc.org/2026/04/27/nrcc-announces-addition-of-8-candidates-to-maga-majority-program-as-gop-expands-2026-map/
https://www.nrcc.org/2026/04/27/nrcc-announces-addition-of-8-candidates-to-maga-majority-program-as-gop-expands-2026-map/
https://cepr.net/publications/higher-tariffs-mean-higher-prices/
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Maggie Hassan, Ranking Member of the Joint Economic Committee. ‘While the Supreme Court has 

thankfully and correctly ruled that much of Trump’s tariff agenda was an illegal exercise of presidential 

power, today’s ruling cannot undo the damage that tariffs have already caused.’” [Joint Economic 

Committee, Press Release, 2/20/26]  

 

• Joint Economic Committee Headline: “UPDATED DATA: American Families Have Already 

Paid More Than $1,700 Each In Tariff Costs Since Trump Entered Office.” [Joint Economic 

Committee, Press Release, 2/20/26] 

 

2026: The Joint Economic Committee Estimated That Tariffs Would Cost American Families More 

Than $2,500 On Average 

 

Joint Economic Committee Minority: “American Families Will Pay More Than $2,500 Each In 

Tariff Costs In 2026.” “Even though the Supreme Court ruled that the bulk of President Trump’s tariff 

agenda was illegal, the administration moved immediately to enact new tariffs that Treasury Secretary 

Bessent claims will result in ‘virtually unchanged tariff revenue in 2026’. If Bessent’s estimates hold true, 

the Joint Economic Committee – Minority estimates that American families will pay more than $2,500 

each in tariff costs in 2026. Building on its previous tariff cost estimates, the Committee combined 

official data from the U.S. Treasury Department on the amount of tariff revenue collected since the start 

of 2025 with independent estimates from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the percent of 

each tariff dollar that is ultimately paid by American consumers. The Committee found that if tariff 

revenue stays at the level recorded in January 2026 for the rest of the year, American families would in 

total pay more than $330 billion in tariff costs in 2026, an average of more than $2,500 per household in 

tariff costs this year. This is substantially higher than the more than $1,700 in average tariff costs that the 

JEC – Minority previously estimated that families paid during the first year of Trump’s second term.” 

[Joint Economic Committee Minority, Fact Sheet, March 2026] 

 

Joint Economic Committee Minority: With The Administration’s Projected Tariff Policy, 

“American Families Would In Total Pay More Than $300 Billion In Tariff Costs In 2026.” “Even 

though the Supreme Court ruled that the bulk of President Trump’s tariff agenda was illegal, the 

administration moved immediately to enact new tariffs that Treasury Secretary Bessent claims will result 

in ‘virtually unchanged tariff revenue in 2026’. If Bessent’s estimates hold true, the Joint Economic 

Committee – Minority estimates that American families will pay more than $2,500 each in tariff costs in 

2026. Building on its previous tariff cost estimates, the Committee combined official data from the U.S. 

Treasury Department on the amount of tariff revenue collected since the start of 2025 with independent 

estimates from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the percent of each tariff dollar that is 

ultimately paid by American consumers. The Committee found that if tariff revenue stays at the level 

recorded in January 2026 for the rest of the year, American families would in total pay more than $330 

billion in tariff costs in 2026, an average of more than $2,500 per household in tariff costs this year. This 

is substantially higher than the more than $1,700 in average tariff costs that the JEC – Minority 

previously estimated that families paid during the first year of Trump’s second term.” [Joint Economic 

Committee Minority, Fact Sheet, March 2026] 

 

Harding Proudly Accepted Trump’s Endorsement 

 

Harding Said He Was Honored To Have Trump’s Endorsement 

 

Harding Thanked Trump And Said He Was “Honored” To Earn His Endorsement. “Thank You, 

President @realDonaldTrump — I am honored to earn your endorsement! Under President Trump's 

leadership, Republicans have delivered historic tax relief for families — including no tax on tips, 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/2026/2/updated-data-american-families-have-already-paid-more-than-1-700-each-in-tariff-costs-since-trump-entered-office
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/2026/2/updated-data-american-families-have-already-paid-more-than-1-700-each-in-tariff-costs-since-trump-entered-office
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/4836e257-91a5-426b-95bb-3e575a855f5b/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-2026.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/4836e257-91a5-426b-95bb-3e575a855f5b/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-2026.pdf
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overtime, and Social Security. This tax season, Americans are seeing record refunds as a result. President 

Trump is also keeping our communities safe by protecting our border and driving the murder rate to its 

lowest since 1900 — while bringing American strength back to the world stage. I look forward to 

working with you to Make Life More Affordable and Government More Accountable” [Twitter, 

@BrinkerHarding, 4/14/26] 

 

 
[Twitter, @BrinkerHarding, 4/14/26] 

 

Praised Him For “Doing Great Things,” 
 

Harding Said Trump Had Been “Doing Great Things” As President 

 

Harding: Trump Had Been “Doing Great Things,” Citing “Tax Relief For Families” And “No Tax 

On Tips.” “Voters in Nebraska’s open 2nd District have twice rejected Donald Trump, but the 

presumptive Republican nominee for the seat is ‘humbled’ to have the president’s backing. Trump has 

been ‘doing great things,’ said Brinker Harding, an Omaha City Council member seeking to succeed 

retiring GOP Rep. Don Bacon. ‘We’ve got tax relief for families. We’ve got ‘no tax on tips.’ I can go 

through the list.’” [Roll Call, 4/22/26] 

 

And Supports Trump’s Reckless Agenda That Is Driving Up The Cost Of Gas,  
 

Harding Supported Trump’s War In Iran  

 

Harding Praised Trump’s Iran War Deal, And Thanked The Trump Administration “For Their 

Historic Efforts To End The Iranian Nuclear Threat.” “The two candidates vying to represent 

Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District took different approaches this week in reacting to news that the 

United States and Iran had reached a deal to cease hostilities for 60 days. Democrat Denise Powell said 

https://x.com/BrinkerHarding/status/2044128628938592357
https://x.com/BrinkerHarding/status/2044128628938592357
https://rollcall.com/2026/04/22/republican-hopefuls-in-swing-seats-arent-walking-away-from-trump/
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President Donald Trump broke promises by fighting with Iran and made life harder on Americans as a 

result. Republican nominee Brinker Harding, an Omaha City Council member, said the deal is an 

important step to global security. ‘A nation that chants, 'death to America' and funds terror throughout the 

world cannot have a nuclear weapon — and the vast majority of Americans agree,’ Harding said in a 

written statement Monday. ‘I thank President Trump and his administration for their historic efforts to 

end the Iranian nuclear threat. Rebecca and I pray for lasting peace and prosperity as a result.’” [Omaha 

World-Herald, 6/16/26] 

 

The Iran War Sent Gas And Fuel Prices Skyrocketing   

 

Iran Responded To US And Israeli Attacks By Closing The Strait Of Hormuz, A Major Route For 

Oil Markets, Significantly Reducing Shipping Traffic And Disrupting The Supply Of Oil 

Worldwide. “U.S. and Israeli military operations against Iran since February 2026 and subsequent 

Iranian military action throughout the Persian Gulf have raised concern about oil and natural gas markets 

in relation to the Strait of Hormuz (the Strait). Starting on March 4, 2026, Iranian forces have declared the 

Strait ‘closed,’ threatening and carrying out attacks on ships attempting to transit the Strait. In light of a 

considerable decrease in shipping traffic, President Donald Trump has raised the prospect of U.S. actions 

intended to reestablish free transit of the Strait. The Strait, which borders Iran and Oman, is a key 

waterway, particularly for the transit of oil and natural gas and other commodities—including helium, 

fertilizers, and other industrial products—to world markets. Roughly 27% of the world's maritime trade in 

crude oil and petroleum products goes through the Strait. Additionally, 20% of global liquefied natural 

gas (LNG) trade passes through the Strait. The Strait's role as a critical conduit for oil and natural gas 

resources to reach global markets establishes its importance to the global economy.” [Congressional 

Research Service, 3/11/26] 

 

Americans Were Spending Around $1 Billion More Per Day On Higher Fuel Costs Than Before 

The Iran War. “As the war drags on, U.S. consumers are now spending around $1 billion more per day 

in higher fuel costs than they were before the start of the war, according to longtime oil industry analyst 

Andy Lipow. $550 million of that comes from gas prices alone, but it also the reflects a sharp rise in the 

price of jet fuel, diesel and other energy products.” [NBC News, 5/4/26] 

 

Omaha, Nebraska Gas Prices Soared After Trump Started A War With Iran. [GasBuddy, Omaha 

Gas Prices Chart, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

 
[GasBuddy, Omaha Gas Prices Chart, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

https://omaha.com/news/nation-world/government-politics/article_4a6b275a-1ad4-42cc-8813-ce812b87272a.html
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R45281
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/gas-prices-monday-oil-iran-hormuz-rcna343438
https://www.gasbuddy.com/charts
https://www.gasbuddy.com/charts
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Groceries,  

 

Trump’s Tariffs Were The Largest Tax Increase In American History 

 

2025: Tariffs Were One Of The Largest Tax Increases In The Country’s History 

 

Center For Economic And Policy Research: Trump’s Tariffs Were The Largest Tax Increase In 

The Country’s History. “Donald Trump is putting in place the largest tax increase in the country’s 

history with his big import taxes (tariffs). We won’t know the full size of Trump’s taxes until after 

Liberation Day III (August 1), and probably not even then, but we already know that they are huge.  This 

is evident from the tariff revenue the government is collecting. In June the government collected $26.6 

billion in tariff revenue. That is up from around $6 billion a month in 2024 before Trump’s tax hikes. The 

difference of $20 billion comes to $240 billion on an annual basis. Summed over a decade, as we do with 

other measures, this comes to $2.4 trillion.   This would be a substantial tax hike in itself, roughly $1,900 

per household, but we know that the figure is almost certain to go much higher. Trump is threatening 

taxes of an additional 10 to 30 percent on imports from our major trading partners, such as Mexico, 

Canada, the European Union, and Japan. The tax take could easily end up being twice its current level, 

making Trump’s tariff frenzy by far the largest tax increase in US history.” [Center For Economic and 

Policy Research, 7/17/25]  

 

2026: Tariffs Were Estimated To Cost American Families Thousands Per Year 

 

Tariffs Increased The Cost Of Living By More Than $1,700 Per Family 

 

Trump’s Tariffs Increased The Cost Of Living By More Than $1,700 Per Family.  “Following the 

Supreme Court’s decision today to overturn Trump’s tariffs, the Joint Economic Committee – Minority 

released an updated report estimating that American families have already paid more than $1,700 each in 

tariff costs since President Trump took office. Combining Treasury Department data on the amount of 

tariff revenue collected across the first year of Trump’s term with independent estimates from the 

nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the percent of each tariff dollar that is paid by American 

consumers, the Committee found that they paid more than $231 billion in total tariff costs between 

February 2025 and January 2026, an average of more than $1,700 per family.  ‘President Trump’s tariffs 

have been a disaster for American families, driving costs up at the worst possible time,’ said U.S. Senator 

Maggie Hassan, Ranking Member of the Joint Economic Committee. ‘While the Supreme Court has 

thankfully and correctly ruled that much of Trump’s tariff agenda was an illegal exercise of presidential 

power, today’s ruling cannot undo the damage that tariffs have already caused.’” [Joint Economic 

Committee, Press Release, 2/20/26]  

 

• Joint Economic Committee Headline: “UPDATED DATA: American Families Have Already 

Paid More Than $1,700 Each In Tariff Costs Since Trump Entered Office.” [Joint Economic 

Committee, Press Release, 2/20/26] 

 

2026: The Joint Economic Committee Estimated That Tariffs Would Cost American Families More 

Than $2,500 On Average 

 

Joint Economic Committee Minority: “American Families Will Pay More Than $2,500 Each In 

Tariff Costs In 2026.” “Even though the Supreme Court ruled that the bulk of President Trump’s tariff 

agenda was illegal, the administration moved immediately to enact new tariffs that Treasury Secretary 

Bessent claims will result in ‘virtually unchanged tariff revenue in 2026’. If Bessent’s estimates hold true, 

https://cepr.net/publications/higher-tariffs-mean-higher-prices/
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/2026/2/updated-data-american-families-have-already-paid-more-than-1-700-each-in-tariff-costs-since-trump-entered-office
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/2026/2/updated-data-american-families-have-already-paid-more-than-1-700-each-in-tariff-costs-since-trump-entered-office
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the Joint Economic Committee – Minority estimates that American families will pay more than $2,500 

each in tariff costs in 2026. Building on its previous tariff cost estimates, the Committee combined 

official data from the U.S. Treasury Department on the amount of tariff revenue collected since the start 

of 2025 with independent estimates from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the percent of 

each tariff dollar that is ultimately paid by American consumers. The Committee found that if tariff 

revenue stays at the level recorded in January 2026 for the rest of the year, American families would in 

total pay more than $330 billion in tariff costs in 2026, an average of more than $2,500 per household in 

tariff costs this year. This is substantially higher than the more than $1,700 in average tariff costs that the 

JEC – Minority previously estimated that families paid during the first year of Trump’s second term.” 

[Joint Economic Committee Minority, Fact Sheet, March 2026] 

 

Joint Economic Committee Minority: With The Administration’s Projected Tariff Policy, 

“American Families Would In Total Pay More Than $300 Billion In Tariff Costs In 2026.” “Even 

though the Supreme Court ruled that the bulk of President Trump’s tariff agenda was illegal, the 

administration moved immediately to enact new tariffs that Treasury Secretary Bessent claims will result 

in ‘virtually unchanged tariff revenue in 2026’. If Bessent’s estimates hold true, the Joint Economic 

Committee – Minority estimates that American families will pay more than $2,500 each in tariff costs in 

2026. Building on its previous tariff cost estimates, the Committee combined official data from the U.S. 

Treasury Department on the amount of tariff revenue collected since the start of 2025 with independent 

estimates from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the percent of each tariff dollar that is 

ultimately paid by American consumers. The Committee found that if tariff revenue stays at the level 

recorded in January 2026 for the rest of the year, American families would in total pay more than $330 

billion in tariff costs in 2026, an average of more than $2,500 per household in tariff costs this year. This 

is substantially higher than the more than $1,700 in average tariff costs that the JEC – Minority 

previously estimated that families paid during the first year of Trump’s second term.” [Joint Economic 

Committee Minority, Fact Sheet, March 2026] 

 

Consumers Shouldered The Burden Of Tariffs As They Raised The Price Of Basic Goods Like 

Food And Clothing 

 

Consumers Shouldered 55% Of The Tariff Burden As Compared To Businesses 

 

The Hill Headline: “US Consumers Shouldering 55 Percent Of Trump Tariff Costs: Goldman 

Sachs.” [The Hill, 10/13/25] 

 

Fox News Headline: “US Businesses And Consumers Shoulder The Bulk Of Tariff Cost Burden, 

Goldman Sachs Finds.” [Fox News, 10/21/25] 

 

Goldman Sachs Found U.S. Consumers Would Be Absorbing 55% Of Tariff Costs By The End Of 

2025. “Goldman’s economists assessed that by the end of 2025, U.S. consumers will be absorbing 55% of 

tariff costs, while 22% will fall on U.S. businesses, 18% on foreign exporters and 5% on potential tariff 

evasion. ‘Our 22% estimate for U.S. businesses is modest because it is a net impact – companies that use 

or sell imported goods will bear a larger share of tariff costs, while domestic producers that are shielded 

from foreign competition by tariffs will be able to raise their own prices and increase their margins,’ the 

economists wrote.” [Fox Business, 10/21/25] 

 

Goldman Sachs Found 22% Of Tariff Costs Would Fall On U.S. Businesses By The End Of 2025. 

“Goldman’s economists assessed that by the end of 2025, U.S. consumers will be absorbing 55% of tariff 

costs, while 22% will fall on U.S. businesses, 18% on foreign exporters and 5% on potential tariff 

evasion. ‘Our 22% estimate for U.S. businesses is modest because it is a net impact – companies that use 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/4836e257-91a5-426b-95bb-3e575a855f5b/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-2026.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/4836e257-91a5-426b-95bb-3e575a855f5b/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-2026.pdf
https://thehill.com/business/5553384-trump-tariffs-consumer-costs-goldman-sachs/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/us-businesses-consumers-shoulder-bulk-tariff-cost-burden-goldman-sachs-finds
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/us-businesses-consumers-shoulder-bulk-tariff-cost-burden-goldman-sachs-finds
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or sell imported goods will bear a larger share of tariff costs, while domestic producers that are shielded 

from foreign competition by tariffs will be able to raise their own prices and increase their margins,’ the 

economists wrote.” [Fox Business, 10/21/25] 

 

Tariffs Raised Prices On Cars 

 

Kelley Blue Book: “President Trump Has Announced A 25% Tariff On All Cars Built Outside The 

United States And On Many Parts Used In Cars Built Here. […] Shoppers Can Expect The Tariffs 

To Increase Car Prices By As Much As $6,000 On Vehicles Priced Under $40,000.”  “President 

Trump has announced a 25% tariff on all cars built outside the United States and on many parts used in 

cars built here. See our latest news updates below on where tariffs stand.  Effective Dates: Imported Cars: 

Tariffs began on April 3.  Car Parts: Tariffs began on May 3.  These tariffs have started to increase car 

prices. To save money, consider locking in a new car deal before any potential price increases take 

effect.   Can You Avoid a Car Tariff?  No vehicle made at an assembly plant in the United States is 100% 

made here. Even Tesla sources its parts from other countries. This means that with tariffs, car prices will 

increase for American car buyers, though the timing remains unclear. You can potentially avoid paying a 

tariff on a new car by purchasing one that was imported to the U.S. before the tariffs took effect, or by 

buying a used car.  How Will Tariffs Affect Car Buying?  If new cars become too expensive, used cars 

will become more attractive. However, if demand spikes, used car prices may also increase. Here’s more 

information:   New cars: Shoppers can expect the tariffs to increase car prices by as much as $6,000 on 

vehicles priced under $40,000. Higher car prices mean higher car taxes, financing, car insurance, and 

other ownership costs. This price pressure will make cars less affordable for consumers.” [Kelley Blue 

Book, 9/15/25]  

 

Tariffs Raised Prices On Groceries 

 

Tariffs Contributed To Prices Rising For Groceries. “President Donald Trump pledged to bring down 

grocery costs. But his administration’s policies are contributing to an acceleration in prices, food 

economists and companies say.  Grocery prices last month rose at their fastest pace in three years, stoked 

by Trump’s tariffs, a crackdown on immigration, and extreme weather hurting food production. Prices 

jumped 0.6% in August from the month prior, according to the latest reading from the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, and they are up 2.7% from a year ago.  Food prices are deeply personal to consumers, and 

weekly grocery bills shape their overall perceptions of the economy. More than half of Americans count 

grocery costs as a major stress in their lives.  Low-income and middle-income Americans, hit the hardest 

by rising grocery costs, are changing where they shop and what they buy. Companies are also taking 

extreme measures to appeal to shoppers strained by higher prices, such as bringing back paper coupons.” 

[CNN, 9/20/25] 

 

• Axios Headline: “Grocery Inflation Highest Since 2022 As Trump Tariffs Pile Up.” [Axios, 

9/11/25]  

 

• News ABC 12 Headline: “Trump’s Tariffs Could Lead To Higher Grocery Bills As NC Farmers 

Face Export Challenges.” [News ABC 12, 4/2/25]  

 

Tariffs Raised Prices On Apparel Goods  

 

Tariffs Raised Prices On Apparel Goods. “The impact of President Donald Trump’s tariffs on prices 

throughout the economy is expected to increase over the summer. At U.S. department store chains 

including Macy’s , Nordstrom, and Dillard’s , the evidence of sticker price inflation is starting to show up 

across more items.  Recent price increases in apparel, footwear, and bags across major U.S. department-

store websites tracked by DataWeave indicate a turning point in May, when prices started their 

https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/us-businesses-consumers-shoulder-bulk-tariff-cost-burden-goldman-sachs-finds
https://www.kbb.com/tariffs/#related
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/20/business/grocery-store-prices-kroger-coupons
https://www.axios.com/2025/09/11/trump-tariffs-grocery-prices-rise-cpi
https://wcti12.com/news/local/trumps-tariffs-could-lead-to-higher-grocery-bills-as-nc-farmers-face-export-challenges
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ascent.  DataWeave analyzes nearly 15,000 SKUs (stock keeping units), a scannable code retailers use to 

identify and track a product, and has been collecting that data from January to June for signs of price 

hikes in footwear, apparel, and bags. ‘Footwear is now as much as 4% above January levels at some 

banners, while apparel is roughly half that pace,’ said Karthik Bettadapura, co-founder & CEO of 

DataWeave.” [CNBC, 7/2/25]  

 

• CNBC Headline: “Inside America’s Department Stores, Tariff-Triggered Price Hikes Are 

Picking Up.” [CNBC, 7/2/25] 

 

• The Guardian Headline: “Clothing Prices Rising In US As Trump Tariffs Kick In, H&M Boss 

Says.” [The Guardian, 6/26/25]  

 

And Health Care On Nebraskans. 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Let ACA Tax Credits Expire, Driving Up Health Care Costs 

For More Than 39,000 Individuals In NE-02 On Marketplace Plans By As Much As 375%  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill And Trump’s Tariffs Made Health Care More Expensive For More 

Than 39,000 NE-02 Residents That Got Coverage From ACA Marketplace Plans 

 

2025: More Than 136,000 Individuals In Nebraska Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. 

[KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

Number Of Nebraska Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

State ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

Nebraska 136,684 

[KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

2025: More Than 39,000 Individuals In NE-02 Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. [KFF, 

10/3/25] 

 

Number Of NE-02 Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

District ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

NE-02 39,693 

[KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

https://www.cnbc.com/2025/07/02/inside-americas-department-stores-tariff-price-hikes-pick-up.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/07/02/inside-americas-department-stores-tariff-price-hikes-pick-up.html
https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2025/jun/26/clothing-prices-rise-us-trump-tariffs-h-and-m
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
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2025: Premiums For The Average 60-Year-Old Couple Making $85,000 A Year In NE-02 For A 

Benchmark ACA Marketplace Plan Would Increase By 375% To $2,858 A Month. [KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
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KFF Health System Tracker: Insurers That Participated In The ACA Marketplaces Raised 

Premiums On Average By 20% In 2026. “For 2026, across 312 insurers participating in the ACA 

Marketplaces from the 50 states and the District of Columbia, this analysis shows a median proposed 

premium increase of 18%, which is about 11 percentage points higher than last year. This is the largest 

rate change insurers have requested since 2018, the last time that policy uncertainty contributed to sharp 

premium increases. On average, ACA Marketplace insurers are raising premiums by about 20% in 2026. 

Based on a more detailed analysis of available documents from insurers in 19 states and the District of 

Columbia, like in prior years, growth in health care prices stood out as a key factor driving costs in 2026. 

Insurers cite increasing cost and utilization of high-priced drugs as well as general market factors, such as 

increasing labor costs and inflation, as contributing to premium increases.” [Health System Tracker, 

8/6/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Did Not Extend Enhanced Premium Tax Credits For ACA Marketplace 

Plans. “The OBBBA did not extend enhanced premium tax credits for ACA marketplace plans. As a 

result, when open enrollment begins on November 1, 2025, 20 million marketplace enrollees will see their 

premium costs spike.” [Center for American Progress, 7/29/25] 

 

• The Majority Of Insurers Took Into Account The Potential Expiration Of Enhanced Premium 

Tax Credits For Their Rate Increases. “In addition to rising healthcare costs, the majority of 

insurers are also taking into account the potential expiration of enhanced premium tax credits in their 

premium rate increases for the next year. The expiration of enhanced tax credits will lead to out-of-

pocket premiums for ACA marketplace enrollees increasing by an average of more than 75%, with 

insurers expecting healthier enrollees to drop coverage. That, in turn, increases underlying premiums. 

Other federal policy changes, like the implementation of tariffs and the ACA Marketplace Integrity 

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-implementation-timeline-of-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act/
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and Affordability rule were also discussed, though to a lesser extent.” [Health System Tracker, 

8/6/25] 

 

• The Majority Of Insurers Assumed Enhanced Tax Credits Would Expire At The End Of 2025, 

Which Caused Them To Raise Their Rates By An Average Of 4%. “Uncertainty over federal 

policy changes has forced insurers to make some assumptions when developing their rates for 2026. 

Commonly mentioned by insurers is the impact of the expiration of enhanced premium tax credits, 

which are scheduled to sunset at the end of 2025, unless extended by Congress. The majority of 

insurers have assumed that enhanced tax credits will expire at the end of this year, driving rates an 

average of 4 percentage points higher than they otherwise would be. These increased rates are due to 

insurers anticipating that some healthier members will leave the ACA Marketplaces when their 

subsidies decrease, creating an enrollee base that is less healthy and more expensive on average.” 

[Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

• The Expiration Of Enhanced Tax Credits Would Lead To Out-Of-Pocket Premiums For ACA 

Marketplace Enrollees Increasing By An Average Of Over 75%. “In addition to rising healthcare 

costs, the majority of insurers are also taking into account the potential expiration of enhanced 

premium tax credits in their premium rate increases for the next year. The expiration of enhanced tax 

credits will lead to out-of-pocket premiums for ACA marketplace enrollees increasing by an average 

of more than 75%, with insurers expecting healthier enrollees to drop coverage. That, in turn, 

increases underlying premiums. Other federal policy changes, like the implementation of tariffs and 

the ACA Marketplace Integrity and Affordability rule were also discussed, though to a lesser extent.” 

[Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

Harding Supported The Iran War  

 

Harding Praised Trump’s Iran War Deal, And Thanked The Trump Administration “For Their 

Historic Efforts To End The Iranian Nuclear Threat.” “The two candidates vying to represent 

Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District took different approaches this week in reacting to news that the 

United States and Iran had reached a deal to cease hostilities for 60 days. Democrat Denise Powell said 

President Donald Trump broke promises by fighting with Iran and made life harder on Americans as a 

result. Republican nominee Brinker Harding, an Omaha City Council member, said the deal is an 

important step to global security. ‘A nation that chants, 'death to America' and funds terror throughout the 

world cannot have a nuclear weapon — and the vast majority of Americans agree,’ Harding said in a 

written statement Monday. ‘I thank President Trump and his administration for their historic efforts to 

end the Iranian nuclear threat. Rebecca and I pray for lasting peace and prosperity as a result.’” [Omaha 

World-Herald, 6/16/26] 

 

Harding Supports The Medicaid Cuts, Insurance Premium Hikes, And Reckless 

Iran War. 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In History, Slashing 

Local Hospital Revenue, And Would Kick More Than 15,000 People In NE-02 Off Their 

Health Insurance 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Made The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In The Program’s History 

 

The Hill: Republicans Passed “The Largest Cuts To Medicaid Since The Program Began In The 

1960s.” “Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in 

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://omaha.com/news/nation-world/government-politics/article_4a6b275a-1ad4-42cc-8813-ce812b87272a.html
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the 1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured 

Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 12 

million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

• The Hill: The Republicans’ Reconciliation Bill Made About $1 Trillion In Cuts To Medicaid. 

“Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in the 

1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured 

Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 

12 million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Take Health Insurance Away From More Than 14 Million 

People 

 

KFF: “CBO Estimates Show That The Number Of Uninsured People Will Increase By More Than 

14 Million In 2034.” [KFF, 8/20/25] 

 

HEADLINE: “Congress Officially Passes Trump’s Bill To Kick Millions Off Medicaid.” [Rolling 

Stone, 7/3/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Estimated To Kick More Than 15,000 People In NE-02 Off Their 

Health Insurance 

 

September 2025: The Joint Economic Committee Minority Estimated More Than 15,000 People In 

Nebraska’s 2nd Congressional District Would Lose Health Insurance By 2034 Due To 

Congressional Republicans’ Cuts To Medicaid And The ACA. “According to the nonpartisan 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO)’s most recent analysis, President Trump and Congressional 

Republicans’ cuts to Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act (ACA) would result in 16 million people 

losing their health insurance by 2034. Using CBO’s analysis released June 4 and other research, the Joint 

Economic Committee – Minority calculated new estimates of the number of people who would lose 

health insurance.” [Joint Economic Committee Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

NE-02: Health Insurance Losses From Cuts To Medicaid And The Affordable Care Act 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Est. Number of People Losing 

Affordable Care Act Coverage 

Est. Number of People 

Losing Medicaid Coverage 

Est. Total Number of 

People Losing Insurance 

7,600 8,157 15,757 

[Joint Economic Committee Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Projected To Cut More Than $47 Million In Revenue To Hospitals 

In NE-02 

 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, Hospitals In NE-02 Were Projected To Lose $47,230,355 As A 

Result Of Medicaid Cuts. [Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 

7/8/25] 

https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5378970-medicaid-cuts-senate-republicans/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5378970-medicaid-cuts-senate-republicans/
https://www.kff.org/uninsured/how-will-the-2025-reconciliation-law-affect-the-uninsured-rate-in-each-state/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/congress-passes-trump-big-beautiful-bill-cut-medicaid-1235378712/
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
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Projected Cuts To NE-02 Hospital Revenue From Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Hospital City   Zip Code Projected Cut To Hospital Revenue 

The Nebraska Medical Center Omaha 68198  $20,359,014 

Chi Health Creighton University Berg Omaha  68124 $12,043,682 

Nebraska Methodist Hospital Omaha  68114 $6,618,342 

Chi Health Immanuel Omaha  68122  $4,930,814  

Chi Health Lakeside Omaha  68130  $2,094,859  

Nebraska Orthopaedic Hospital LLC Omaha  68144  $608,276  

Nebraska Spine Hospital Omaha  68122  $236,027  

Saunders County Health Services Wahoo  68066  $216,075  

Midwest Surgical Hospital Omaha 68114  $123,266  

Total:  $47,230,355 

[Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 7/8/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Let ACA Tax Credits Expire, Driving Up Health Care Costs 

For More Than 39,000 Individuals In NE-02 On Marketplace Plans By As Much As 375%  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill And Trump’s Tariffs Made Health Care More Expensive For More 

Than 39,000 NE-02 Residents That Got Coverage From ACA Marketplace Plans 

 

2025: More Than 136,000 Individuals In Nebraska Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. 

[KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

Number Of Nebraska Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

State ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

Nebraska 136,684 

[KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

2025: More Than 39,000 Individuals In NE-02 Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. [KFF, 

10/3/25] 

 

Number Of NE-02 Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

District ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

NE-02 39,693 

[KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68198
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68124
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68114
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ADDRLK26355111026355111
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68130
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68144
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ADDRLK26355111026355111
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68066
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68114
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
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2025: Premiums For The Average 60-Year-Old Couple Making $85,000 A Year In NE-02 For A 

Benchmark ACA Marketplace Plan Would Increase By 375% To $2,858 A Month. [KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
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KFF Health System Tracker: Insurers That Participated In The ACA Marketplaces Raised 

Premiums On Average By 20% In 2026. “For 2026, across 312 insurers participating in the ACA 

Marketplaces from the 50 states and the District of Columbia, this analysis shows a median proposed 

premium increase of 18%, which is about 11 percentage points higher than last year. This is the largest 

rate change insurers have requested since 2018, the last time that policy uncertainty contributed to sharp 

premium increases. On average, ACA Marketplace insurers are raising premiums by about 20% in 2026. 

Based on a more detailed analysis of available documents from insurers in 19 states and the District of 

Columbia, like in prior years, growth in health care prices stood out as a key factor driving costs in 2026. 

Insurers cite increasing cost and utilization of high-priced drugs as well as general market factors, such as 

increasing labor costs and inflation, as contributing to premium increases.” [Health System Tracker, 

8/6/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Did Not Extend Enhanced Premium Tax Credits For ACA Marketplace 

Plans. “The OBBBA did not extend enhanced premium tax credits for ACA marketplace plans. As a 

result, when open enrollment begins on November 1, 2025, 20 million marketplace enrollees will see their 

premium costs spike.” [Center for American Progress, 7/29/25] 

 

• The Majority Of Insurers Took Into Account The Potential Expiration Of Enhanced Premium 

Tax Credits For Their Rate Increases. “In addition to rising healthcare costs, the majority of 

insurers are also taking into account the potential expiration of enhanced premium tax credits in their 

premium rate increases for the next year. The expiration of enhanced tax credits will lead to out-of-

pocket premiums for ACA marketplace enrollees increasing by an average of more than 75%, with 

insurers expecting healthier enrollees to drop coverage. That, in turn, increases underlying premiums. 

Other federal policy changes, like the implementation of tariffs and the ACA Marketplace Integrity 

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-implementation-timeline-of-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act/
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and Affordability rule were also discussed, though to a lesser extent.” [Health System Tracker, 

8/6/25] 

 

• The Majority Of Insurers Assumed Enhanced Tax Credits Would Expire At The End Of 2025, 

Which Caused Them To Raise Their Rates By An Average Of 4%. “Uncertainty over federal 

policy changes has forced insurers to make some assumptions when developing their rates for 2026. 

Commonly mentioned by insurers is the impact of the expiration of enhanced premium tax credits, 

which are scheduled to sunset at the end of 2025, unless extended by Congress. The majority of 

insurers have assumed that enhanced tax credits will expire at the end of this year, driving rates an 

average of 4 percentage points higher than they otherwise would be. These increased rates are due to 

insurers anticipating that some healthier members will leave the ACA Marketplaces when their 

subsidies decrease, creating an enrollee base that is less healthy and more expensive on average.” 

[Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

• The Expiration Of Enhanced Tax Credits Would Lead To Out-Of-Pocket Premiums For ACA 

Marketplace Enrollees Increasing By An Average Of Over 75%. “In addition to rising healthcare 

costs, the majority of insurers are also taking into account the potential expiration of enhanced 

premium tax credits in their premium rate increases for the next year. The expiration of enhanced tax 

credits will lead to out-of-pocket premiums for ACA marketplace enrollees increasing by an average 

of more than 75%, with insurers expecting healthier enrollees to drop coverage. That, in turn, 

increases underlying premiums. Other federal policy changes, like the implementation of tariffs and 

the ACA Marketplace Integrity and Affordability rule were also discussed, though to a lesser extent.” 

[Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

Harding Supported The Iran War  

 

Harding Praised Trump’s Iran War Deal, And Thanked The Trump Administration “For Their 

Historic Efforts To End The Iranian Nuclear Threat.” “The two candidates vying to represent 

Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District took different approaches this week in reacting to news that the 

United States and Iran had reached a deal to cease hostilities for 60 days. Democrat Denise Powell said 

President Donald Trump broke promises by fighting with Iran and made life harder on Americans as a 

result. Republican nominee Brinker Harding, an Omaha City Council member, said the deal is an 

important step to global security. ‘A nation that chants, 'death to America' and funds terror throughout the 

world cannot have a nuclear weapon — and the vast majority of Americans agree,’ Harding said in a 

written statement Monday. ‘I thank President Trump and his administration for their historic efforts to 

end the Iranian nuclear threat. Rebecca and I pray for lasting peace and prosperity as a result.’” [Omaha 

World-Herald, 6/16/26] 

 

And Harding Continues To Stand With Trump As His Tariffs Drive Up The Cost 

Of Almost Everything. 

 

Harding Said He Was “Proud To Defend” Trump’s Economic Record 

 

Harding Said He Was “Proud To Defend Trump & GOP’s Historic Tax Cuts To NBC News.” 

“Proud to defend Trump & GOP’s historic tax cuts to NBC News: ‘Come next November, Republicans’ 

tax cuts for working families and small businesses, in addition to projected interest rate cuts, will have the 

American economy moving more than it already is.’” [Twitter, @BrinkerHarding, 11/4/25] 

 

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://omaha.com/news/nation-world/government-politics/article_4a6b275a-1ad4-42cc-8813-ce812b87272a.html
https://x.com/BrinkerHarding/status/1985814123192402386
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[Twitter, @BrinkerHarding, 11/4/25] 

 

Harding Believed That Trump’s Policies Will Have Made The Economy Stronger By The Time 

Midterm Campaign Season Began In Earnest. “Brinker Harding is a Republican city councilman in 

Omaha running to replace Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., who is not seeking re-election in one of the most up-

for-grab seats in the country. Harding said he believes that once the midterm campaigns really begin, 

moves Trump has made will have the economy in a better place.” [NBC News, 11/3/25] 

 

Rep. Don Bacon Said Trump’s Tariffs Were Driving Nebraska Into A “Recession 

Economy” 

 

Q1 2025: Nebraska’s GDP Shrunk More Than 6%  

 

Headline: “Feds Say Nebraska GDP Shrunk More Than 6% In Early 2025, Led By Ag” [Nebraska 

Examiner, 7/30/25] 

 

U.S. Bureau Of Economic Analysis: Nebraska’s GDP Shrunk 6.1% During The First Quarter Of 

2025. “Nebraska and Iowa tied for the states with the largest losses of Gross Domestic Product in the first 

quarter of 2025, of 6.1%, according to a report from the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Most 

remaining states also saw their GDP’s shrink, though by smaller amounts, while a handful saw modest 

increases. Overall, the real GDP nationwide decreased 0.5%. GDP represents the total market value of 

goods and services produced during a specific time period.” [Nebraska Examiner, 7/30/25] 

 

Declines In Agricultural Activity Contributed The Most To Nebraska’s Economic Dip. “The first-

quarter analysis compared Nebraska’s GDP to what it was one year ago. The report revealed that declines 

in agriculture played the biggest role in Nebraska and Iowa’s rates. This is a rare economic output 

decrease for the U.S. as a whole — the first decrease during the first quarter since 2022, according to 

Stateline reporter Tim Henderson.” [Nebraska Examiner, 7/30/25] 

 

Nebraska Farmers Union President John Hansen Believed The Country Was Facing Its Worst 

https://x.com/BrinkerHarding/status/1985814123192402386
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-economy-signs-trouble-rcna238879
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2025/07/30/feds-say-nebraska-gdp-shrunk-more-than-6-in-first-quarter-of-2025-led-by-agriculture/
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2025/07/30/feds-say-nebraska-gdp-shrunk-more-than-6-in-first-quarter-of-2025-led-by-agriculture/
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2025/07/30/feds-say-nebraska-gdp-shrunk-more-than-6-in-first-quarter-of-2025-led-by-agriculture/
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Farming Financial Crisis Since The 1980s. “John Hansen, president of the Nebraska Farmers Union, 

said he believes the country is facing the worst farming financial crisis since the 1980s. He helps run a 

crisis hotline for farmers, and said he’s fielded high-stress calls from people struggling financially. 

‘There’s desperation in their voices,’ Hansen said. ‘They’re up against the wall.’” [Nebraska Examiner, 

7/30/25] 

 

Nebraska Examiner: Soybean, Wheat, And Corn Farmers Faced Headwinds Due To “Global 

Clashes And Trade Wars.” “Global clashes and trade wars hammered Midwestern states’ agricultural 

economies this year. Row-crop farmers took a hit, and that accounts for much of Nebraska’s agricultural 

output, including wheat, corn and soybeans.” [Nebraska Examiner, 7/30/25] 

 

The Nebraska Farm Bureau Said Trump’s Plan To Increase Argentina Beef Imports “Would 

Absolutely Harm Nebraska’s Cattle Producers”  

 

Oct. 2025: Trump Announced A Plan To Increase Beef Imports From Argentina. “With beef prices 

soaring, President Trump is considering an idea that is at odds with his usual mantra that nearly 

everything should be made in the United States. Mr. Trump, who has imposed tariffs on nearly everything 

that America imports, said that he was considering buying beef from Argentina to bolster supplies and 

curb rising prices. The idea contradicts Mr. Trump’s guiding economic philosophy of erecting import 

barriers to encourage domestic production. It also suggests that the president believes that in some cases, 

open markets can be an antidote to rising prices. ‘We would buy some beef from Argentina,’ Mr. Trump 

said to reporters aboard Air Force One on Sunday. ‘If we do that, that would bring our beef prices 

down.’” [New York Times, 10/20/25] 

 

Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue: “Our Message Is Simple, We Oppose Any 

Attempt By The Federal Government To Artificially Lower The Price Of Cattle, A Move That 

Would Absolutely Harm Nebraska’s Cattle Producers Who Are Finally Experiencing Some Level 

Of Economic Success.” “A lot remains unknown about @realDonaldTrump’s recent announcement that 

his administration is working on a plan to lower beef prices in the United States. As recently as October 

19, President Trump indicated that importing beef from Argentina was how the administration plans to 

lower beef prices for consumers. Nebraska Farm Bureau is very aware of this situation and has been in 

contact with the administration as well as the entire congressional delegation. Nebraska Farm Bureau 

remains an organization committed to free and reciprocal trade agreements and the free market system; 

however, trade agreements cannot turn into one-sided arrangements that provide unfair access to the U.S. 

market. Nebraska is ‘The Beef State’ and the success of Nebraska’s ‘beef’ industry, Nebraska’s largest 

single economic driver, impacts all Nebraskans. Our message is simple, we oppose any attempt by the 

federal government to artificially lower the price of cattle, a move that would absolutely harm Nebraska's 

cattle producers who are finally experiencing some level of economic success.” [Twitter, @NefbPres, 

10/20/25] 

 

https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2025/07/30/feds-say-nebraska-gdp-shrunk-more-than-6-in-first-quarter-of-2025-led-by-agriculture/
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2025/07/30/feds-say-nebraska-gdp-shrunk-more-than-6-in-first-quarter-of-2025-led-by-agriculture/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/20/us/politics/trump-argentina-beef.html
https://x.com/NefbPres/status/1980384131973554680
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[Twitter, @NefbPres, 10/20/25] 

 

Bacon Blamed Trump’s Tariffs For Dragging Nebraska’s Economy And Costing Nebraska’s 

Soybean Market  

 

Bacon: “In Nebraska, The GDP Here Has Decreased By 6 Percent Over The Last Year, And It’s 

All About Trade. It’s All About Getting Corn And Soybeans Out The Door.” “A Republican 

congressman has warned that tariffs are having an outsized impact on his state's economy. ‘We're now in 

a troubled time,’ Nebraska Representative Don Bacon told CNN on Monday. ‘And honestly, in Nebraska, 

the GDP here has decreased by 6 percent over the last year,’ he continued. ‘And it's all about trade. It's all 

about getting corn and soybeans out the door.’” [Newsweek, 8/5/25] 

 

Bacon: “What We’re Seeing Is Basically A Recession Economy In Nebraska And Iowa Right Now.” 

“Bacon, a centrist member of the GOP and frequent critic of President Donald Trump's trade policies on 

both economic and constitutional grounds, appeared to be referencing first-quarter GDP growth figures, 

state estimates of which were released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) in June. Alongside 

Iowa, Nebraska's 6.1 percent decline was the worst in the nation. This compared to a nationwide drop of 

0.5 percent, with 39 states seeing contractions over the period. ‘What we're seeing is basically a recession 

economy in Nebraska and Iowa right now,’ Bacon said in a separate interview.” [Newsweek, 8/5/25] 

 

Bacon Said Trump Granting Argentina A $40 Billion Loan And Then Argentina Replacing 

American Soybean Farmers In China “Irritate[s] Many In Nebraska, And I Think Rightfully So.” 

QUESTION: “Hello Congressman. Thank you for your service in the military and also as a 

Representative for us. My question is, and I'm sure everyone else has pondered this too, if, I'm sorry, we 

https://x.com/NefbPres/status/1980384131973554680
https://www.newsweek.com/republican-trump-tariffs-hurting-gdp-growth-2108946
https://www.newsweek.com/republican-trump-tariffs-hurting-gdp-growth-2108946


  
 

dccc.org  
 

have to go through legislation to get funding for the ACA and all these other things. Can you kind of shed 

some light on us, on the $40 billion to Argentina, which affects us? I was a farm kid. I grew up walking 

beans and things like that. How does $40 billion get allocated to Argentina? That's our tax money. Can 

you shed some light on that?” BACON: “Okay, first of all, Marcia, thank you. By the way, I was raised 

on a corn and soybean field with beef cattle, and when I was 13 years old, when they didn't know what to 

do with me, they gave me a hoe and I walked the beans, right? So that's, that was if I had nothing else to 

do, you're walking beans. So I precisely know what you're talking about there. And by the way, I worked 

on that farm till I was 21 years old, and when I joined the Air Force. So I'm going to bring up the whole 

Argentina issue even more broadly. […]  But, it does irritate many in Nebraska, and I think rightfully so, 

that after we did the $40 billion in loans to Argentina, China then made a huge soybean buy from 

Argentina, and not from America. Now, granted, they're doing that because they were angry at us because 

of those tariffs, which, if those haven't heard, I'm not a tariff guy. I believe in a free market. Those should, 

I believe in fairness, but free market should be the goal, and I think tariffs, we've learned that they 

typically don't work, but that's that's a separate issue. Someone asked that question. But here, we have a 

country getting a massive soybean buy that normally comes to us. We're doing a $40 billion loan, and 

then the President announced he was going to expand beef imports from Argentina by, by quadruple, or 

four times. And, obviously, our ranchers were not happy about that. So there is anger. And I, I would 

have not advised the beef buy for sure, and I think it's some of our own actions.” [Don Bacon Tele-

Townhall, 1:01:43, 11/4/25] (AUDIO) 

 

Bacon: “The Soybean Buy? You Know, When You’re In A Tariff War, People Strike Back At 

You… We’re Losing Our Soybean Market.” “The soybean buy? You know, when you're in a tariff 

war, people strike back at you. That's part of the problem. Part of the Ronald Reagan tape that he did back 

in 1987 that was in the news most recently, I, if it's a $40 billion loan, and it's a loan to Argentina, you 

know, that's a separate issue. And I think if it's, if it, and I'm not smart on their financial purity, but if our 

folks have looked at it, feel good about getting paid back, I think that's a, that's a, alright issue that we did. 

It's the other areas that really angers many in the Midwest. We're losing our soybean market.” [Don 

Bacon Tele-Townhall, 1:01:43, 11/4/25] (AUDIO) 

 

Bacon Lamented That China Agreed To Buy Soybeans At Lower Amounts Than They Had Before 

The Trade War. “China subsequently has come in so they're gonna buy more soybeans, and they're 

gonna buy them at levels a little below what they used to buy. So we're not back to normal, but they have 

announced some new buys. But also this beef buy was very angering to our ranchers, and I understand 

why.” [Don Bacon Tele-Townhall, 1:01:43, 11/4/25] (AUDIO) 

 

Harding Message #2 Backup 
 

Harding supported Trump's massive health care cuts to pay for tax cuts for billionaires. Harding 

supported and praised the largest cuts to Medicaid in history, kicking tens of thousands of Nebraskans off 

their health insurance, increasing premiums by as much as nearly four hundred percent, and forcing 

Nebraska hospitals to close. 

 

Harding Supported Trump's Massive Health Care Cuts To Pay For Tax Cuts For 

Billionaires. 

 

July 2025: Harding Supported The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

July 2025: Harding: “Two Of My Campaign Pillars Are Grow America And Secure America. The 

One Big Beautiful Bill Does Just That.” “Two of my campaign pillars are Grow America and Secure 
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America. The One Big Beautiful Bill does just that—cutting taxes for working families and making our 

border & homeland more secure.” [Brinker Harding, Twitter, 7/4/25] 

 

 
 

Harding Supported And Praised The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In History, Kicking 

Tens Of Thousands Of Nebraskans Off Their Health Insurance, 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In History, Slashing 

Local Hospital Revenue, And Would Kick Tens Of Thousands Of People In Off Their 

Health Insurance 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Made The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In The Program’s History 

 

The Hill: Republicans Passed “The Largest Cuts To Medicaid Since The Program Began In The 

1960s.” “Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in 

the 1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured 

Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 12 

million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

• The Hill: The Republicans’ Reconciliation Bill Made About $1 Trillion In Cuts To Medicaid. 

“Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in the 

1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured 

Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 

12 million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

https://x.com/BrinkerHarding/status/1941247493922250763
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5378970-medicaid-cuts-senate-republicans/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5378970-medicaid-cuts-senate-republicans/
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The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Take Health Insurance Away From More Than 14 Million 

People 

 

KFF: “CBO Estimates Show That The Number Of Uninsured People Will Increase By More Than 

14 Million In 2034.” [KFF, 8/20/25] 

 

HEADLINE: “Congress Officially Passes Trump’s Bill To Kick Millions Off Medicaid.” [Rolling 

Stone, 7/3/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Estimated To Kick More Than 50,000 People In Nebraska Off 

Their Health Insurance 

 

September 2025: The Joint Economic Committee Minority Estimated More Than 50,000 People In 

Nebraska Would Lose Health Insurance By 2034 Due To Congressional Republicans’ Cuts To 

Medicaid And The ACA. “According to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO)’s most 

recent analysis, President Trump and Congressional Republicans’ cuts to Medicaid and the Affordable 

Care Act (ACA) would result in 16 million people losing their health insurance by 2034. Using CBO’s 

analysis released June 4 and other research, the Joint Economic Committee – Minority calculated new 

estimates of the number of people who would lose health insurance.” [Joint Economic Committee 

Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

Nebraska Health Insurance Losses From Cuts To Medicaid And The 

Affordable Care Act Under The One Big Beautiful Bill 

District Est. Number of 

People Losing 

Affordable Care 

Act Coverage 

Est. Number of 

People Losing 

Medicaid 

Coverage 

Est. Total 

Number of 

People Losing 

Insurance 

NE-01 7,400 7,466 14,866 

NE-02 7,600 8,157 15,757 

NE-03 11,400 8,165 19,565 

Total 26,400 23,788 50,188 

[Joint Economic Committee Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Projected To Cut More Than $47 Million In Revenue To Hospitals 

In NE-02 

 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, Hospitals In NE-02 Were Projected To Lose $47,230,355 As A 

Result Of Medicaid Cuts. [Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 

7/8/25] 

 

Projected Cuts To NE-02 Hospital Revenue From Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Hospital City   Zip Code Projected Cut To Hospital Revenue 

The Nebraska Medical Center Omaha 68198  $20,359,014 

Chi Health Creighton University Berg Omaha  68124 $12,043,682 

Nebraska Methodist Hospital Omaha  68114 $6,618,342 

Chi Health Immanuel Omaha  68122  $4,930,814  

Chi Health Lakeside Omaha  68130  $2,094,859  

Nebraska Orthopaedic Hospital LLC Omaha  68144  $608,276  

https://www.kff.org/uninsured/how-will-the-2025-reconciliation-law-affect-the-uninsured-rate-in-each-state/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/congress-passes-trump-big-beautiful-bill-cut-medicaid-1235378712/
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68198
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68124
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68114
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ADDRLK26355111026355111
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68130
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68144
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Nebraska Spine Hospital Omaha  68122  $236,027  

Saunders County Health Services Wahoo  68066  $216,075  

Midwest Surgical Hospital Omaha 68114  $123,266  

Total:  $47,230,355 

[Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 7/8/25] 

 

Harding In 2025: “Why Should You Get Medicaid? Get To Work” 

 

Harding: “If You Are Able-Bodied And You're Able To Work And You're A 28-Year-Old, Male. 

Why Should You Get Medicaid? Get To Work.” “Mike Flood, you hit it. You were spot on. You knew 

the right question to ask to get that kind of a response. And it's amazing to me that people actually believe 

that if you are able bodied and you're able to work and you're a 28-year-old, male. Why should you get 

Medicaid? Get to work.” [Brinker Harding, Twitter, 0:44, 9/1/25] (VIDEO) 

 

Increasing Premiums By As Much As Nearly Four Hundred Percent, 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Let ACA Tax Credits Expire, Driving Up Health Care Costs 

For More Than 39,000 Individuals In NE-02 On Marketplace Plans By As Much As 375%  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill And Trump’s Tariffs Made Health Care More Expensive For More 

Than 39,000 NE-02 Residents That Got Coverage From ACA Marketplace Plans 

 

2025: More Than 136,000 Individuals In Nebraska Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. 

[KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

Number Of Nebraska Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

State ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

Nebraska 136,684 

[KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

2025: More Than 39,000 Individuals In NE-02 Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. [KFF, 

10/3/25] 

 

Number Of NE-02 Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

District ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

NE-02 39,693 

[KFF, 10/6/25] 

 

https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ADDRLK26355111026355111
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68066
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68114
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://x.com/BrinkerHarding/status/1962654612739039623
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
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2025: Premiums For The Average 60-Year-Old Couple Making $85,000 A Year In NE-02 For A 

Benchmark ACA Marketplace Plan Would Increase By 375% To $2,858 A Month. [KFF, 10/9/25] 

 

https://www.kff.org/quick-insights/which-congressional-districts-could-see-the-greatest-aca-premium-payment-increases/
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KFF Health System Tracker: Insurers That Participated In The ACA Marketplaces Raised 

Premiums On Average By 20% In 2026. “For 2026, across 312 insurers participating in the ACA 

Marketplaces from the 50 states and the District of Columbia, this analysis shows a median proposed 

premium increase of 18%, which is about 11 percentage points higher than last year. This is the largest 

rate change insurers have requested since 2018, the last time that policy uncertainty contributed to sharp 

premium increases. On average, ACA Marketplace insurers are raising premiums by about 20% in 2026. 

Based on a more detailed analysis of available documents from insurers in 19 states and the District of 

Columbia, like in prior years, growth in health care prices stood out as a key factor driving costs in 2026. 

Insurers cite increasing cost and utilization of high-priced drugs as well as general market factors, such as 

increasing labor costs and inflation, as contributing to premium increases.” [Health System Tracker, 

8/6/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Did Not Extend Enhanced Premium Tax Credits For ACA Marketplace 

Plans. “The OBBBA did not extend enhanced premium tax credits for ACA marketplace plans. As a 

result, when open enrollment begins on November 1, 2025, 20 million marketplace enrollees will see their 

premium costs spike.” [Center for American Progress, 7/29/25] 

 

• The Majority Of Insurers Took Into Account The Potential Expiration Of Enhanced Premium 

Tax Credits For Their Rate Increases. “In addition to rising healthcare costs, the majority of 

insurers are also taking into account the potential expiration of enhanced premium tax credits in their 

premium rate increases for the next year. The expiration of enhanced tax credits will lead to out-of-

pocket premiums for ACA marketplace enrollees increasing by an average of more than 75%, with 

insurers expecting healthier enrollees to drop coverage. That, in turn, increases underlying premiums. 

Other federal policy changes, like the implementation of tariffs and the ACA Marketplace Integrity 

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-implementation-timeline-of-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act/
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and Affordability rule were also discussed, though to a lesser extent.” [Health System Tracker, 

8/6/25] 

 

• The Majority Of Insurers Assumed Enhanced Tax Credits Would Expire At The End Of 2025, 

Which Caused Them To Raise Their Rates By An Average Of 4%. “Uncertainty over federal 

policy changes has forced insurers to make some assumptions when developing their rates for 2026. 

Commonly mentioned by insurers is the impact of the expiration of enhanced premium tax credits, 

which are scheduled to sunset at the end of 2025, unless extended by Congress. The majority of 

insurers have assumed that enhanced tax credits will expire at the end of this year, driving rates an 

average of 4 percentage points higher than they otherwise would be. These increased rates are due to 

insurers anticipating that some healthier members will leave the ACA Marketplaces when their 

subsidies decrease, creating an enrollee base that is less healthy and more expensive on average.” 

[Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

• The Expiration Of Enhanced Tax Credits Would Lead To Out-Of-Pocket Premiums For ACA 

Marketplace Enrollees Increasing By An Average Of Over 75%. “In addition to rising healthcare 

costs, the majority of insurers are also taking into account the potential expiration of enhanced 

premium tax credits in their premium rate increases for the next year. The expiration of enhanced tax 

credits will lead to out-of-pocket premiums for ACA marketplace enrollees increasing by an average 

of more than 75%, with insurers expecting healthier enrollees to drop coverage. That, in turn, 

increases underlying premiums. Other federal policy changes, like the implementation of tariffs and 

the ACA Marketplace Integrity and Affordability rule were also discussed, though to a lesser extent.” 

[Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

And Forcing Nebraska Hospitals To Close. 

 

Curtis Medical Center In Rural Nebraska Closed Its Doors In Response To The Big 

Beautiful Bill’s Medicaid Cuts  

 

Curtis Medical Center In Nebraska Announced It Would Close In Light Of The Big Beautiful Bill’s 

Medicaid Cuts. “Community Hospital in McCook has announced the impending closure of Curtis 

Medical Center, citing financial difficulties and uncertainty over future federal funding as key factors in 

the decision. The exact date for the closure has not been set. Curtis Medical Center has been a cornerstone 

of healthcare in the Curtis community and surrounding areas for over 30 years, offering essential services 

to families, students, and individuals in this rural region. The decision to close the facility follows a 

thorough evaluation of financial sustainability and resource allocation. […] ‘We are deeply grateful to the 

Curtis community for their unwavering support and trust over 30 years. This clinic has been a vital part of 

our mission to deliver quality healthcare close to home. Unfortunately, the current financial environment, 

driven by anticipated federal budget cuts to Medicaid, has made it impossible for us to continue operating 

all of our services, many of which have faced significant financial challenges for years. We remain 

committed to supporting our patients through this transition and ensuring continuity of care.’” [NTV, 

7/2/25] 

 

Denise Powell Message #1 Backup 
 

Denise Powell is a business owner, PTA mom, and bipartisan leader who will bring both parties together 

to take on government corruption and lower costs for families. 

 

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://nebraska.tv/news/local/curtis-medical-center-to-close-amid-financial-challenges
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Denise Powell Is A Business Owner, 

 

Powell Was A Small Business Owner And Former Architecture Firm Partner 

 

Nebraska Examiner: Powell Was A “Former Architecture Firm Partner And Small Business 

Owner.” “Though Powell hasn’t held an elected office, she has played a role in Nebraska politics. She 

has helped with organizing recent ballot initiatives seeking to codify the right to an abortion, which failed, 

and to repeal a publicly funded voucher program for private K-12 schools, which succeeded. She said her 

experience running the Women Run Nebraska, a political action committee that aims to get more women 

in elected office, has shown her just how much people from all parties ‘care deeply about their 

communities.’ She is a former architecture firm partner and small business owner.” [Nebraska Examiner, 

5/1/25] 

 

PTA Mom, 

 

Powell Joined Her Local PTA 

 

Powell Described Herself As A “PTA Mom” Who Cared Deeply About Nebraska Schools. “Our 

schools are so important to our communities. They’re a safe haven for so many kids and families, and so 

much of the work they do goes unrewarded and sometimes unnoticed. Education - and supporting our 

schools - is a top priority for me, both as a PTA mom and as a Nebraskan who cares deeply about the 

future of our state.” [Facebook, Denise Powell for Congress, 11/21/25] 

 

Powell Was A PTA Member. “From PTA meetings to board rooms, I hear from Nebraskans of all walks 

of life that they’re feeling the pinch. Grocery costs are skyrocketing, small businesses are struggling, and 

thousands of Nebraskans are about to lose access to their health insurance or have just seen their 

premiums skyrocket. Our farmers are unsure how they’re going to make it to next season, and veterans 

and children are losing access to food assistance programs that help keep families afloat during difficult 

times. Donald Trump and Washington Republicans promised to lower costs and make life better for 

Nebraskans, yet every day they show that they care more about making billionaires richer than helping 

everyday people.” [Denise Powell Priorities, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

Bipartisan Leader Who Will Bring Both Parties Together To Take On Government 

Corruption And Lower Costs For Families. 

 

Powell Supported Ending Corruption In Washington By Banning Congressional Stock 

Trading And Supporting Term Limits  

 

Powell Supported Ethics Reforms To Reign In Corruption In Washington Like Banning Members 

Of Congress From Trading Stock And Implementing Term Limits For Members Of Congress. 

“I’ve talked to thousands of Nebraskans over the past decade and they’ve made their point clear: many 

have lost faith in the government and believe politicians are looking out only for themselves, and not the 

people they were elected to represent. Donald Trump has turned the U.S. Treasury into his personal piggy 

bank, enriching himself and his cronies on the backs of hardworking Americans. Nebraskans deserve 

better. In Congress, I will: Ban Congressional stock trading. Enact term limits in Congress to fight 

corruption and ensure new thinking and ideas. Pass an Ethics Code for the Supreme Court that bans 

special interest gifts, requires financial disclosure, and recusal requirements when there’s a conflict of 

https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2025/05/01/denise-powell-launches-bid-in-nebraskas-2nd-congressional-district/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1346660850260793/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYMk1Xr_YK0ykGDKQ70jNF023o5Z1HFG4yjOUD4zERFxyqmEAkVrGJeyyd2eaK6gLKbXPPkS8lWJsetrE4YSdfAMo7v1KBczT9WQJSBfosk-sxSQ4U7QMuOwsgaRARzC4JQ4Zfo5u3I7WfuWe79GAkkkh7--EWFLaCpoRTnayc0UhVCFYi84NrcbVtVQYbxEyWNT6N7xCqQt2e5Mg1HJ6BA&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://deniseforcongress.org/priorities/#3
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interest. Overturn Citizens United and get dark money out of politics once and for all.” [Denise Powell 

Priorities, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

Powell Had Plans To Lower Costs For Working Families In Nebraska  

 

Powell Supported Lowering Costs For Nebraskans By Ending Trump’s Tariffs, Lowering Health 

Care Premiums, Expanding Access To Childcare, And Building More Affordable Housing. “As a 

working mom and small business owner, I know how hard it can be to manage a family budget, especially 

when the cost of just about everything continues to skyrocket. From groceries to energy bills to 

healthcare, costs continue to rise, putting a major strain on families all across the district. In Congress, I 

will: Stop Trump’s illegal tariffs to help bring down the costs of items Nebraska families need every day. 

Expand clean energy production to bring down costs in the short term while protecting our environment 

in the long run. Build more high-quality, affordable housing that is attainable for first-time homebuyers 

and middle-class families. Fight to keep healthcare premiums down so that every family can afford to see 

a doctor when they need to. Address the need for more affordable, high-quality childcare, investing in 

Head Start programs and childcare centers, so that working parents have the support they need to get 

ahead while knowing their children are well cared for.” [Denise Powell Priorities, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

Denise Powell Message #2 Backup 
 

Denise doesn't accept a dime of corporate PAC money and says that politicians in Washington are 

rigging the system against regular people, and she will lead the charge to ban members of Congress from 

trading stocks, ban members of Congress from becoming lobbyists, and make sure politicians in 

Washington are focused on helping working people, not lining their own pockets. 

 

Denise Doesn't Accept A Dime Of Corporate PAC Money 
 

Powell Received No Contributions From Corporate PACs For Her Campaign 

 

Powell Received No Corporate PAC Contributions To Her Campaign. [FEC, Denise Powell for 

Congress, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

 
 

https://deniseforcongress.org/priorities/#3
https://deniseforcongress.org/priorities/#3
https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?data_type=processed&recipient_name=C00903948&two_year_transaction_period=2026&min_date=01%2F01%2F2025&max_date=12%2F31%2F2026&spender_committee_org_type=C&spender_committee_org_type=W
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And Says That Politicians In Washington Are Rigging The System Against Regular 

People, 

 

Powell Says People Have Lost Trust In Government Because Politicians Look Out For 

Themselves 

 

Powell Said Many Nebraskans “Have Lost Faith In The Government And Believe Politicians Are 

Looking Out Only For Themselves, And Not The People They Were Elected To Represent.” “I’ve 

talked to thousands of Nebraskans over the past decade and they’ve made their point clear: many have 

lost faith in the government and believe politicians are looking out only for themselves, and not the 

people they were elected to represent. Donald Trump has turned the U.S. Treasury into his personal piggy 

bank, enriching himself and his cronies on the backs of hardworking Americans. Nebraskans deserve 

better.” [Denise Powell for Congress, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

And She Will Lead The Charge To Ban Members Of Congress From Trading 

Stocks, 

 

Powell Supported Banning Members Of Congress From Trading Stocks  

 

Powell Supported Ethics Reforms To Reign In Corruption In Washington Like Banning Members 

Of Congress From Trading Stock And Implementing Term Limits For Members Of Congress. 

“I’ve talked to thousands of Nebraskans over the past decade and they’ve made their point clear: many 

have lost faith in the government and believe politicians are looking out only for themselves, and not the 

people they were elected to represent. Donald Trump has turned the U.S. Treasury into his personal piggy 

bank, enriching himself and his cronies on the backs of hardworking Americans. Nebraskans deserve 

better. In Congress, I will: Ban Congressional stock trading. Enact term limits in Congress to fight 

corruption and ensure new thinking and ideas. Pass an Ethics Code for the Supreme Court that bans 

special interest gifts, requires financial disclosure, and recusal requirements when there’s a conflict of 

interest. Overturn Citizens United and get dark money out of politics once and for all.” [Denise Powell 

Priorities, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

Ban Members Of Congress From Becoming Lobbyists, 

 

Powell Supported Banning Members Of Congress From Becoming Lobbyists  

 

Powell Said She Would Push For A Lifetime Ban On Members Of Congress From Becoming 

Lobbyists After Leaving Congress. “I’ve talked to thousands of Nebraskans over the past decade and 

they’ve made their point clear: many have lost faith in the government and believe politicians are looking 

out only for themselves, and not the people they were elected to represent. Donald Trump has turned the 

U.S. Treasury into his personal piggy bank, enriching himself and his cronies on the backs of 

hardworking Americans. Nebraskans deserve better. In Congress, I will: Ban Congressional stock trading. 

Pass a lifetime ban on members of Congress from becoming lobbyists. Enact term limits in Congress to 

fight corruption and ensure new thinking and ideas. Pass an Ethics Code for the Supreme Court that bans 

special interest gifts, requires financial disclosure, and recusal requirements when there’s a conflict of 

interest. Overturn Citizens United and get dark money out of politics once and for all.” [Denise Powell 

Priorities, accessed 8/10/26] 

 

https://deniseforcongress.org/priorities/#3
https://deniseforcongress.org/priorities/#3
https://deniseforcongress.org/priorities/#3
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And Make Sure Politicians In Washington Are Focused On Helping Working 

People, Not Lining Their Own Pockets. 

 

Backup above.  

 

Denise Powell Message #3 Backup 
 

Denise Powell believes that no one should go broke just because they get sick, and no one should need to 

choose between filling a prescription and filling the fridge. She brought both parties together to fight to 

expand access to health care in Nebraska, and in Congress she’ll take on our broken health care system 

by reversing devastating health care cuts that have caused premiums to skyrocket and standing up to the 

big drug and insurance companies jacking up costs. 

 

Denise Powell Believes That No One Should Go Broke Just Because They Get Sick, 

And No One Should Need To Choose Between Filling A Prescription And Filling 

The Fridge. 

 

Powell Said Too Many Families In Nebraska Were Forced To Choose Between Their 

Health Care Or Their Necessities  

 

Powell Said “Far Too Many Families In This District” Found Themselves Forced To Either See A 

Doctor Or Pay Rent, Or Fill Either Their Prescription Or Their Fridge. “Far too many families in 

this district find themselves forced to choose between seeing a doctor and paying their rent. Filling a 

prescription instead of filling the fridge. Many families are one health emergency away from financial 

ruin.” [Denise Powell for Congress Priorities, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

She Brought Both Parties Together To Fight To Expand Access To Health Care In 

Nebraska, 

 

Powell Worked With Both Parties To Protect Reproductive Health Care In Nebraska  

 

Women Who Run Nebraska, A Group Powell Founded, Worked To Prevent A Total Abortion Ban 

In Nebraska  

 

Women Who Run Nebraska Opposed A Total Abortion Ban Bill In Nebraska. “The past week has 

been a busy one in the Nebraska State Legislature. If you haven’t been glued to the proceedings like we 

have, here are a few bills that have been introduced: 1.  A bill that would remove any permit requirements 

for carrying a concealed weapon in the state. 2.  A bill allowing doctors to deny care based on their 

personal beliefs. 3.  A bill that would shorten the window for early voting, and ban underfunded County 

Election departments from accepting private grants and contributions to run effective elections. 4.  A bill 

to adopt the (misleadingly named) Heartbeat Act and another bill to put a total ban on abortion (including 

emergency contraception) should the Supreme Court overturn Roe v. Wade.” [Facebook, Women Who 

Run Nebraska, 1/13/22] 

 

Powell Co-Founded Women Who Run Nebraska In 2017. “Denise Blaya Powell and Leanne Prewitt 

attended the Women’s March in Washington D.C., in January of 2017, and returned to Omaha fired up 

and determined to do something positive to change things for women and families in Nebraska. Rather 

https://deniseforcongress.org/priorities/#3
https://www.facebook.com/groups/495305450833132/?multi_permalinks=1554033841626949&hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen
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than focusing solely on #resisting the administration, we founded Women Who Run Nebraska to make it 

easier for women to get involved in politics in Nebraska. What started as letter writing quickly turned into 

candidate forums and meet and greets. That expanded to candidate training programs, voter outreach 

events, financial assistance, campaign publicity–basically any and everything we could to support our 

amazing candidates. Today, the organization provides all of this and more with the addition of She’s 

Electable Nebraska, LLC, providing contract campaign services.” [Women Who Run Nebraska, accessed 

8/7/26] 

 

A Bipartisan Group Of Nebraska Legislators Defeated A Total Abortion Ban Bill From Becoming 

Law  

 

The Nebraska Legislature Failed To Advance A Total Abortion Ban By One Vote After A 

Republican Senator Joined Democrats In Not Supporting The Bill. “The Nebraska Legislature fell 

one vote short Thursday of advancing a ban on abortions after an ultrasound detects embryonic cardiac 

activity, at about six weeks into a pregnancy. Republican State Sen. Joni Albrecht’s Legislative Bill 626, 

fell in a similar fashion as the near-total abortion ban proposed last year. Both lost to Democratic-led 

filibusters in the officially nonpartisan Legislature. Albrecht needed 33 votes to end debate on the bill. 

She got 32, with two senators — Merv Riepe of Ralston and Justin Wayne of Omaha — voting ‘present, 

not voting.’ Thursday’s vote means LB 626 is likely dead for 2023, although it’s possible the bill could be 

revived, political observers said. Previous Legislatures have sometimes found ways to resurrect bills after 

a filibuster, if supporters can secure enough votes — in this case, one more. But either Riepe or Wayne 

would have to vote differently. Both are considered swing votes. Gov. Jim Pillen, shortly after the vote, 

called on Riepe, a fellow Republican, to reconsider his vote. He said Riepe should remember his pledge to 

be a pro-life senator. ‘Pro-life has shades of gray,’ Riepe said after the vote.” [Nebraska Examiner, 

4/27/23] 

 

And In Congress She’ll Take On Our Broken Health Care System By Reversing 

Devastating Health Care Cuts  

 

Powell Supported Measures To Make Health Care More Affordable For Nebraskans And 

Reverse Cuts To Medicaid 

 

Powell Supported Lowering Health Costs For Nebraskans By Expanding Medicare’s Powers To 

Negotiate Drug Prices Down, Create A Public Option, And Take On Insurance Companies That 

Deny People The Health Care They Need. “Far too many families in this district find themselves forced 

to choose between seeing a doctor and paying their rent. Filling a prescription instead of filling the fridge. 

Many families are one health emergency away from financial ruin. In Congress, I will: Take on big 

pharmaceutical companies by requiring Medicare to negotiate prices for more prescription drugs and 

capping insulin costs at $35 a month for everyone.  Taking on insurance companies that unfairly deny 

people coverage for needed health care. Work to create a Medicare-like public option that gives every 

American the choice of affordable coverage while protecting private insurance for those who want it. 

Build on the Affordable Care Act to make sure that – no matter how they access their health insurance – 

families aren’t forced to spend an unreasonable share of their income on premiums and deductibles.” 

[Denise Powell Priorities, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

Powell Called On Congress To Reverse Cuts To Medicaid. “Following the House vote today to extend 

enhanced Affordable Care Act subsidies for three years, Denise Powell has issued the following 

statement: ‘Nebraskans’ healthcare premiums have already more than doubled because this Republican 

Congress decided they would rather play games with their lives than support policies that keep healthcare 

https://www.womenwhorunne.org/about
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2023/04/27/nebraska-abortion-ban-tied-to-cardiac-activity-falls-one-vote-short-20-week-limit-remains-intact/
https://deniseforcongress.org/priorities/#3
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affordable and accessible for more people. Now, it’s time for the Senate to pass this measure to bring 

costs back down and for Congress to take the next step in restoring access to healthcare by reversing their 

cuts to Medicaid. On the campaign trail, I hear stories every single day from people in our community 

who have had their insurance premiums skyrocket or who have decided for the first time not to get 

insurance at all because of the cost. You’ll always be able to count on me to listen to you and bring your 

stories with me when I’m fighting for you in Washington.’” [Denise Powell for Congress Press Release, 

1/8/26] 

 

That Have Caused Premiums To Skyrocket  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Enacted The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In History, Slashing 

Local Hospital Revenue, And Would Kick More Than 15,000 People In NE-02 Off Their 

Health Insurance 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Made The Largest Cuts To Medicaid In The Program’s History 

 

The Hill: Republicans Passed “The Largest Cuts To Medicaid Since The Program Began In The 

1960s.” “Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in 

the 1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured 

Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 12 

million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

• The Hill: The Republicans’ Reconciliation Bill Made About $1 Trillion In Cuts To Medicaid. 

“Senate Republicans on Tuesday passed the largest cuts to Medicaid since the program began in the 

1960s, a move that would erode the social safety net and cause a spike in the number of uninsured 

Americans over the next decade.  The tax and spending bill is projected to cost more than $3 trillion 

during that time, but it would be partially paid for with about $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid. Almost 

12 million lower-income Americans would lose their health insurance by 2034, according to the 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO).” [Hill, 7/1/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Take Health Insurance Away From More Than 14 Million 

People 

 

KFF: “CBO Estimates Show That The Number Of Uninsured People Will Increase By More Than 

14 Million In 2034.” [KFF, 8/20/25] 

 

HEADLINE: “Congress Officially Passes Trump’s Bill To Kick Millions Off Medicaid.” [Rolling 

Stone, 7/3/25]  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Estimated To Kick More Than 15,000 People In NE-02 Off Their 

Health Insurance 

 

September 2025: The Joint Economic Committee Minority Estimated More Than 15,000 People In 

Nebraska’s 2nd Congressional District Would Lose Health Insurance By 2034 Due To 

Congressional Republicans’ Cuts To Medicaid And The ACA. “According to the nonpartisan 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO)’s most recent analysis, President Trump and Congressional 

Republicans’ cuts to Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act (ACA) would result in 16 million people 

https://deniseforcongress.org/denise-powell-statement-on-aca-vote/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5378970-medicaid-cuts-senate-republicans/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5378970-medicaid-cuts-senate-republicans/
https://www.kff.org/uninsured/how-will-the-2025-reconciliation-law-affect-the-uninsured-rate-in-each-state/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/congress-passes-trump-big-beautiful-bill-cut-medicaid-1235378712/
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losing their health insurance by 2034. Using CBO’s analysis released June 4 and other research, the Joint 

Economic Committee – Minority calculated new estimates of the number of people who would lose 

health insurance.” [Joint Economic Committee Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

NE-02: Health Insurance Losses From Cuts To Medicaid And The Affordable Care Act 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Est. Number of People Losing 

Affordable Care Act Coverage 

Est. Number of People 

Losing Medicaid Coverage 

Est. Total Number of 

People Losing Insurance 

7,600 8,157 15,757 

[Joint Economic Committee Minority, Press Release, September 2025] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Projected To Cut More Than $47 Million In Revenue To Hospitals 

In NE-02 

 

Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, Hospitals In NE-02 Were Projected To Lose $47,230,355 As A 

Result Of Medicaid Cuts. [Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 

7/8/25] 

 

Projected Cuts To NE-02 Hospital Revenue From Medicaid Cuts In The One Big Beautiful Bill 

Hospital City   Zip Code Projected Cut To Hospital Revenue 

The Nebraska Medical Center Omaha 68198  $20,359,014 

Chi Health Creighton University Berg Omaha  68124 $12,043,682 

Nebraska Methodist Hospital Omaha  68114 $6,618,342 

Chi Health Immanuel Omaha  68122  $4,930,814  

Chi Health Lakeside Omaha  68130  $2,094,859  

Nebraska Orthopaedic Hospital LLC Omaha  68144  $608,276  

Nebraska Spine Hospital Omaha  68122  $236,027  

Saunders County Health Services Wahoo  68066  $216,075  

Midwest Surgical Hospital Omaha 68114  $123,266  

Total:  $47,230,355 

[Third Way, GOP Medicaid Cuts Will Decimate Hospitals Nationwide, 7/8/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Let ACA Tax Credits Expire, Driving Up Health Care Costs 

For More Than 39,000 Individuals In NE-02 On Marketplace Plans By As Much As 375%  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill And Trump’s Tariffs Made Health Care More Expensive For More 

Than 39,000 NE-02 Residents That Got Coverage From ACA Marketplace Plans 

 

2025: More Than 136,000 Individuals In Nebraska Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. 

[KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

Number Of Nebraska Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

State ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

Nebraska 136,684 

[KFF, 4/2/25] 

 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/eee0d67f-c44a-4b97-bb59-01d2fcd2e26e/jec-district-level-impacts-of-health-care-cuts.pdf
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68198
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68124
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68114
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ADDRLK26355111026355111
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68130
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68144
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ADDRLK26355111026355111
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68066
https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP=68114
https://www.thirdway.org/graphic/gop-medicaid-cuts-will-decimate-hospitals-nationwide
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/enrollment-growth-in-the-aca-marketplaces/
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2025: More Than 39,000 Individuals In NE-02 Were Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans. [KFF, 

10/3/25] 

 

Number Of NE-02 Residents Enrolled In ACA Marketplace Plans In 2025 

District ACA Marketplace Enrollees 

NE-02 39,693 

[KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

 
 

 

2025: Premiums For The Average 60-Year-Old Couple Making $85,000 A Year In NE-02 For A 

Benchmark ACA Marketplace Plan Would Increase By 375% To $2,858 A Month. [KFF, 10/3/25] 

 

https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
https://www.kff.org/quick-take/more-than-half-of-aca-marketplace-enrollees-live-in-republican-congressional-districts/
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KFF Health System Tracker: Insurers That Participated In The ACA Marketplaces Raised 

Premiums On Average By 20% In 2026. “For 2026, across 312 insurers participating in the ACA 

Marketplaces from the 50 states and the District of Columbia, this analysis shows a median proposed 

premium increase of 18%, which is about 11 percentage points higher than last year. This is the largest 

rate change insurers have requested since 2018, the last time that policy uncertainty contributed to sharp 

premium increases. On average, ACA Marketplace insurers are raising premiums by about 20% in 2026. 

Based on a more detailed analysis of available documents from insurers in 19 states and the District of 

Columbia, like in prior years, growth in health care prices stood out as a key factor driving costs in 2026. 

Insurers cite increasing cost and utilization of high-priced drugs as well as general market factors, such as 

increasing labor costs and inflation, as contributing to premium increases.” [Health System Tracker, 

8/6/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Did Not Extend Enhanced Premium Tax Credits For ACA Marketplace 

Plans. “The OBBBA did not extend enhanced premium tax credits for ACA marketplace plans. As a 

result, when open enrollment begins on November 1, 2025, 20 million marketplace enrollees will see their 

premium costs spike.” [Center for American Progress, 7/29/25] 

 

• The Majority Of Insurers Took Into Account The Potential Expiration Of Enhanced Premium 

Tax Credits For Their Rate Increases. “In addition to rising healthcare costs, the majority of 

insurers are also taking into account the potential expiration of enhanced premium tax credits in their 

premium rate increases for the next year. The expiration of enhanced tax credits will lead to out-of-

pocket premiums for ACA marketplace enrollees increasing by an average of more than 75%, with 

insurers expecting healthier enrollees to drop coverage. That, in turn, increases underlying premiums. 

Other federal policy changes, like the implementation of tariffs and the ACA Marketplace Integrity 

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-implementation-timeline-of-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act/
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and Affordability rule were also discussed, though to a lesser extent.” [Health System Tracker, 

8/6/25] 

 

• The Majority Of Insurers Assumed Enhanced Tax Credits Would Expire At The End Of 2025, 

Which Caused Them To Raise Their Rates By An Average Of 4%. “Uncertainty over federal 

policy changes has forced insurers to make some assumptions when developing their rates for 2026. 

Commonly mentioned by insurers is the impact of the expiration of enhanced premium tax credits, 

which are scheduled to sunset at the end of 2025, unless extended by Congress. The majority of 

insurers have assumed that enhanced tax credits will expire at the end of this year, driving rates an 

average of 4 percentage points higher than they otherwise would be. These increased rates are due to 

insurers anticipating that some healthier members will leave the ACA Marketplaces when their 

subsidies decrease, creating an enrollee base that is less healthy and more expensive on average.” 

[Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

• The Expiration Of Enhanced Tax Credits Would Lead To Out-Of-Pocket Premiums For ACA 

Marketplace Enrollees Increasing By An Average Of Over 75%. “In addition to rising healthcare 

costs, the majority of insurers are also taking into account the potential expiration of enhanced 

premium tax credits in their premium rate increases for the next year. The expiration of enhanced tax 

credits will lead to out-of-pocket premiums for ACA marketplace enrollees increasing by an average 

of more than 75%, with insurers expecting healthier enrollees to drop coverage. That, in turn, 

increases underlying premiums. Other federal policy changes, like the implementation of tariffs and 

the ACA Marketplace Integrity and Affordability rule were also discussed, though to a lesser extent.” 

[Health System Tracker, 8/6/25] 

 

Cuts To Medicaid Could Accelerate Health Care Provider Consolidation And Reduce 

Competition In Hospital Markets, Which Would Lead To Increased Private Insurance 

Costs  

  

Third Way: “Medicaid Cuts Would Squeeze Health Care Providers And Accelerate 

Consolidation—Further Raising Prices On Care For Patients With Private Insurance.” “As part of 

the partisan reconciliation process, congressional Republicans are considering $880 billion in cuts to 

Medicaid. While these cuts would severely impact the health and finances of low-income Americans, the 

consequences would reach far beyond Medicaid enrollees. Medicaid cuts would destabilize the broader 

health care system, ultimately driving up costs for employers and workers who rely on private insurance. 

In this memo, we unpack how workers and employers are struggling with health care costs. We then 

examine how Medicaid cuts would squeeze health care providers and accelerate consolidation—further 

raising prices on care for patients with private insurance.” [Third Way, 5/1/25] 

  

Medicaid Cuts Could Lead To Hospital Consolidation, Which Could Lead To Higher Prices For 

Employers When Big Health Care Systems Buy Up Struggling Hospitals.  “Large-scale cuts to the 

Medicaid program would increase the number of hospitals and other providers that struggle financially. 

And cuts would lead to higher prices for employers when big health care systems buy up struggling 

hospitals. When Medicaid funding is cut, these providers are forced to absorb more uncompensated care 

and may have to reduce services, lay off staff, or shut down altogether. As more providers feel the 

financial stress of Medicaid cuts, they are more likely to consider a merger. Roughly a third of hospitals 

involved in merger and acquisition discussions are financially distressed.” [Third Way, 5/1/25] 

  

If Hospitals Looked To Recoup Their Share Of Proposed Medicaid Cuts By Charging Higher 

Prices For Patients, Premiums And Out-Of-Pocket Costs Would Rise By Nearly $2,000 Per 

Individual Over The Decade 

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20312%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers
https://www.thirdway.org/memo/
https://www.thirdway.org/memo/
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Third Way: If Hospitals Looked To Recoup Their Share Of Proposed Medicaid Cuts By Charging 

Higher Prices For Patients, Premiums And Out-Of-Pocket Costs Would Rise By Nearly $2,000 Per 

Individual Over The Decade. “Unlike Medicaid, where hospital payment rates are set by state 

governments, prices in the private market are determined through negotiations between insurers or 

employer-sponsored plans with hospitals. In consolidated markets, these negotiations are often one-sided. 

Dominant hospital systems—especially those that have control over multiple facilities—can leverage 

their market power to demand reimbursement rates that are three or more times higher than Medicare’s. 

This dynamic is already straining employer-sponsored coverage, and Medicaid cuts would only worsen 

the problem. If hospitals alone were to recoup their share of proposed Medicaid cuts by charging higher 

prices for patients, premiums and out-of-pocket costs would rise by nearly $2,000 per individual over the 

decade. If all health care providers were able to recoup those losses, those costs could rise by up to 

$6,000.” [Third Way, 5/1/25] 

 

And Standing Up To The Big Drug And Insurance Companies Jacking Up Costs. 
 

Powell Promised To Stand Up To Big Drug And Insurance Companies  

 

Powell Called For The Government To “Bat Against These Big Health Insurance Companies Who 

Are Making These Decisions On Who And What Gets Coverage, Who Gets Their Care Paid For.” 

“Powell said mending what Trump cut would ‘stabilize’ the healthcare system, but there is also a need to 

rebuild it in a ‘way that works better for people.’ She hopes Congress will streamline the healthcare 

bureaucracy through technology and said she wants to extend the Affordable Care Act premium tax 

credits. ‘I do think a piece of this is that the government should be going to bat against these big health 

insurance companies who are making these decisions on who and what gets coverage, who gets their care 

paid for,’ Powell said. Powell said she has talked to voters who like their private insurance and 

labor groups with members who like what they have negotiated in health insurance, but she said people 

should have ‘real choices’ in a public option, one that includes dental and vision coverage.” [Nebraska 

Examiner, 5/7/26] 

 

Powell Supported Expanding Medicare’s Power To Negotiate Drug Prices Down, Such As Capping 

Insulin At $35 A Month For All Americans. “Far too many families in this district find themselves 

forced to choose between seeing a doctor and paying their rent. Filling a prescription instead of filling the 

fridge. Many families are one health emergency away from financial ruin. In Congress, I will: Take on 

big pharmaceutical companies by requiring Medicare to negotiate prices for more prescription drugs and 

capping insulin costs at $35 a month for everyone.  Taking on insurance companies that unfairly deny 

people coverage for needed health care. Work to create a Medicare-like public option that gives every 

American the choice of affordable coverage while protecting private insurance for those who want it. 

Build on the Affordable Care Act to make sure that – no matter how they access their health insurance – 

families aren’t forced to spend an unreasonable share of their income on premiums and deductibles.” 

[Denise Powell Priorities, accessed 8/7/26] 

 

https://www.thirdway.org/memo/
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2026/05/07/nebraska-2nd-district-dem-candidates-talk-affordability-healthcare/
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