
  
 

 

 

Mazi Pilip (OPEN-NY-03) Backup Message #1 
 

Local news broadcasts show that Mazi Pilip is hiding. Pilip is hiding from the fact that she herself has said in her 

own words that her values align with the extreme Conservative Party in New York that wants to ban abortion even 

in the case of rape and incest and weaken existing gun safety laws. As much as she wants to hide this, when voters 

hear her and her position on the Conservative Party, they understand why she’s hiding. 

 

Local News Broadcasts Show That Mazi Pilip Is Hiding. 
 

An ABC7 Reporter Said Pilip Was “Whisked Away Into A Car And Drove Away” Instead Of Answering 

Her Questions. “Following the event, I wanted to ask Pilip some questions, but she was whisked away into a car 

and drove away. I tried to leave the building to try to go talk to her, but was blocked from leaving an open doorway. 

When I asked the press representative for the Nassau County Republicans, why was she not able to take any 

questions, at first he said that she had an appointment to get to, and then later said that this was a rally, not a Q and 

A.” [Eyewitness News ABC7NY, YouTube, 1:53, 12/15/23] (VIDEO) 

 

FOX 5 New York Anchor: “Mazi Left Before Taking Any Questions.” “Mazi left before taking any questions. 

The GOPs tell us it was a rally, not a Q and A. She and Suozzi have just under two months to make their cases to 

voters. On Long Island, Jodi Goldberg, FOX 5 News.” [FOX 5 New York, YouTube, 2:00, 12/15/23] (VIDEO) 

 

Pilip Is Hiding From The Fact That She Herself Has Said In Her Own Words That Her 

Values Align With The Extreme Conservative Party In New York… 

 

October 2023: Pilip Said She Was Endorsed By The Conservative Party Because It Aligned With Her 

Beliefs. BLANK: “Question for you. You’re running as a Republican Conserv[ative] – how’d you get the 

Conservative line? Did you – do you run for them and do you run for the Republicans separate, or do you get both 

of them at once?” PILIP: “I was endorsed by both of them.” BLANK: “Did you seek that or do you have to kind of 

go to them and say, you know, will you endorse me?” PILIP: “Both the Conservative line, they’re checking you, 

they’re seeing where you stand with your own beliefs, based on that, they decided to endorse you or not -- and they 

endorsed me because, for what I stand for.” [The Island 360, YouTube, 37:21, 10/27/23] (VIDEO) 

 

Pilip Will Appear On Both The Republican And Conservative Party Ballot Lines In The 2024 Special 

Election. “A source told the News that Republican and Conservative leaders would file paperwork later Thursday 

to officially place Pilip on their ballot lines for the special election.” [Killeen Daily Herald, 12/14/23] 

 

In Her Instagram Bio, Pilip Noted That She Was An “R,” As In The Candidate Of The Republican Party, 

And “C,” As In The Candidate Of The Conservative Party. [Instagram, Mazi Melisa Pilip, accessed 1/10/24] 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFAvK9qAzF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sty5f-Npr-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5p2fp2KLapo&t=2239s
https://kdhnews.com/news/politics/republicans-pick-trailblazing-israeli-immigrant-to-run-for-rep-george-santos-seat/article_b490da50-05fc-5372-bab7-e3fd917abd6c.html
https://www.instagram.com/maziforny/


  
 

 

 

[Instagram, Mazi Melisa Pilip, accessed 1/10/24] 

 

12/14/23: The New York Conservative Party Unanimously Voted To Endorse Pilip. “The New York State 

Conservative Party today announced that Nassau County Legislator Mazi Pilip is its choice to run in the upcoming 

special election in New York’s 3rd Congressional District on Long Island. Ms. Pilip, who was also endorsed today 

by the New York State and Nassau Republican Party, will run against perennial Democrat candidate, former 

congressman Tom Suozzi.  Ms. Pilip was unanimously chosen by the Conservative Party’s executive committee, 

after being nominated for the office by Nassau County Conservative Party Chairman Daniel Donovan. Nassau 

Conservative Party Executive Vice President Chris Mistron seconded the nomination.” [New York Conservative 

Party, Press Release, 12/14/23] 

 

• New York Conservative Party Chair: “I Have Talked To [Pilip] Extensively, And Am Confident She 

Aligns With The Conservative Party’s Values.” “The New York State Conservative Party, in conjunction 

with the Nassau and Queens Conservative Party Committees, have chosen to endorse Mazi Melesa Pilips to run 

for the 3rd Congressional District after the expulsion of George Santos. She is an outstanding public official 

who will be an incredible candidate to keep this seat in the hands of our party. I have talked to her extensively, 

and am confident she aligns with the Conservative Party’s values.” [New York Conservative Party, 12/15/23] 

 

…That Wants To Ban Abortion Even In The Case Of Rape And Incest… 
 

The NY Conservative Party Supports Repealing New York’s Law Protecting Abortion Access And Only 

Allowing Abortion In Cases Of “Clearly Defined Conditions Hazardous To The Life Of The Mother.” “We 

believe that New York’s expanded abortion law should be repealed and the legislature should re-adopt the prior 

statute permitting therapeutic abortions only under the most clearly defined conditions hazardous to the life of the 

mother. Tax dollars should not be used to prevent or end a pregnancy, nor should they be used for non-residents to 

travel to NY and pay for their abortion.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative Program,” 

accessed 12/21/23] 

 

The NY Conservative Party Supports Repealing New York’s Law Protecting Abortion Access And Only 

Allowing “Therapeutic Abortion” In Cases Of “Clearly Defined Conditions Hazardous To The Life Of The 

Mother.” “We believe that New York’s expanded abortion law should be repealed and the legislature should re-

adopt the prior statute permitting therapeutic abortions only under the most clearly defined conditions hazardous to 

the life of the mother. Tax dollars should not be used to prevent or end a pregnancy, nor should they be used for 

non-residents to travel to NY and pay for their abortion.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative 

Program,” accessed 12/21/23] 

 

1965: New York Amended Its Statute To Widen Life Of The Mother Exceptions. [New York University Law 

Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pg. 1798,  1/1/1991] 

 

 
 

[New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pg. 1798,  1/1/1991] 

 

https://www.instagram.com/maziforny/
https://www.cpnys.org/2023/12/14/statement-from-nys-conservative-party-35/
https://www.cpnys.org/2023/12/15/chairman-kassars-weekly-wrap-up-12-15-23/
https://www.cpnys.org/legislative-program/
https://www.cpnys.org/legislative-program/
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship


  
 

 

 

19th Century: New York Fully Banned Abortion At All Phases Of Pregnancy, And Later Included A 

“Therapeutic Exception.” [New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion 

Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

• Brittanica: A Therapeutic Abortion Can Take Place Because The Pregnancy Endangers The Mother’s 

Life. “A therapeutic abortion is the interruption of a pregnancy before the 20th week of gestation because it 

endangers the mother’s life or health or because the baby presumably would not be normal.” [Encyclopedia 

Britannica, accessed 12/22/23] 

 

• One Scholar, Cyrus Means, Argued That Therapeutic Exceptions In New York Were Driven Out Of 

Concern For The Life Of The Woman. [New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal 

Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

 

 
[…] 

 
 

[New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

1872: New York Passed A Law Increasing Its Penalty For Abortion To Between Four Years And 20 Years 

Imprisonment. [New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-

85,  1/1/1991] 

 

 
[…] 

 

https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://www.britannica.com/topic/therapeutic-abortion
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship


  
 

 

 

 
 

[New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher, On New York’s 1970 Legalization Of Abortion: “After 142 Years Of One Of The 

Most Restrictive Abortion Statutes — Allowing Abortions Only When Necessary To Preserve The Life Of 

The Mother — New York Suddenly Had The Most Liberal Abortion Law In The World.” “Three years before 

Roe v. Wade established a constitutional right to abortion, New York legalized the procedure in 1970, turning the 

state into a magnet for women who wanted to terminate their pregnancies but were barred from doing so where they 

lived. […] The New York law allowed abortions to be performed within 24 weeks of pregnancy and at any time if 

the woman’s life was at risk. […]  ‘After 142 years of one of the most restrictive abortion statutes — allowing 

abortions only when necessary to preserve the life of the mother — New York suddenly had the most liberal 

abortion law in the world,’ wrote Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher, a birth control pioneer who advocated legalizing 

abortion, in a 1972 report.” [New York Times, 7/19/18] 

 

…And Weaken Existing Gun Safety Laws. 

 

The NY Conservative Party Rejected “Any Restrictions Placed On The Rights Of Law-Abiding Citizens To 

Legally Acquire And Possess Firearms.” “In order to keep our streets safe and conducive to business the 

Conservative Party recommends: […] Rejection of any restrictions placed on the rights of law-abiding citizens to 

legally acquire and possess firearms, or any other constitutionally-protected means of self-defense, such as electric 

stun devices.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative Program,” accessed 12/21/23] 

 

The NY Conservative Party Supports Repealing New York’s Expanded Red Flag Law. “In order to keep our 

streets safe and conducive to business the Conservative Party recommends: […] Repeal the expanded Red Flag 

Law.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative Program,” accessed 12/21/23] 

 

• August 2022: New York Implemented A Law To Require Prosecutors And Police To Request A Red Flag 

Order For Anyone They Determine Is Likely To Harm Themselves Or Others. “In the aftermath of the 

horrific mass shooting in Buffalo, Gov. Kathy Hochul announced her support for a package of gun reform laws 

that, for the first time, required prosecutors and police to request a red-flag order for anyone who they 

determine is likely to seriously harm themselves or others. […] In New York City and across the state, the new 

requirement has already led to a dramatic rise in ERPOs.   Before the Aug. 1 implementation, New York City 

district attorneys had obtained a total of six red-flag orders over four years. In the months since the new law 

took effect, the count is now up to 53, according to court records examined by THE CITY, including 35 from 

Staten Island District Attorney Michael McMahon.” [THE CITY, 1/12/23] 

 

• The Expansion Of New York’s Red Flag Law Led To A “Dramatic Rise” In Extreme Risk Protection 

Orders, With DAs And Police Filing For Thousands More In The Five Months After The Buffalo 

Massacre Than In The Preceding Four Years. “In New York City and across the state, the new requirement 

has already led to a dramatic rise in ERPOs.   Before the Aug. 1 implementation, New York City district 

attorneys had obtained a total of six red-flag orders over four years. In the months since the new law took 

effect, the count is now up to 53, according to court records examined by THE CITY, including 35 from Staten 

Island District Attorney Michael McMahon. Statewide, there had been 1,464 applications by DAs and police 

for ERPOs in the four years before the racist massacre in Buffalo, with Suffolk County by far filing the most. In 

the five months following the Buffalo tragedy, there have been 3,549 applications.” [THE CITY, 1/12/23] 

 

o Red Flag Laws Allowed For Confiscation Of Guns From People A Judge Deemed Dangerous To 

Themselves Or Others. “If an emerging bipartisan Senate deal on guns becomes law, one of the most 

https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/19/us/politics/new-york-abortion-roe-wade-nyt.html
https://www.cpnys.org/legislative-program/
https://www.cpnys.org/legislative-program/
https://www.thecity.nyc/2023/01/12/increase-nyc-red-flag-orders-prohibiting-gun-purchase-after-state-strengthened-gun-laws/
https://www.thecity.nyc/2023/01/12/increase-nyc-red-flag-orders-prohibiting-gun-purchase-after-state-strengthened-gun-laws/


  
 

 

 

significant provisions will be a federal push for states to set up red-flag laws. These laws allow a judge to 

take away someone’s gun based on the suspicion that they will use it to hurt themselves or others.” 

[Washington Post, 6/14/22] 

 

o Red Flag Laws, “A Rare Point Of Bipartisan Consensus,” Were Intended To Prevent Mass Shootings 

By Removing Guns From People With “Observable Signs Of Violence To Come.” “Although mass 

shootings only account for a fraction of firearm deaths in the U.S., advocates are pushing for a preventative 

approach to keeping guns out of the hands of people believed at greatest risk of committing violence. Red 

flag laws may also be a rare point of bipartisan consensus as the nation grapples with a surge of mass 

shootings.  State of play: Red flag laws are built around what's known as extreme risk protection orders that 

allow certain citizens or law enforcement to petition a court to remove gun access from a person believed 

capable of committing homicide or suicide.  The laws currently exist in 19 states and the District of 

Columbia. Bipartisan gun reform talks in the Senate include a measure that would incentivize more states 

to enact such laws, and President Biden called for a national red flag law in a speech last week. ‘We should 

also have national red flag laws so that a parent, a teacher, a counselor can flag for a court that a child, a 

student, a patient is exhibiting violent tendencies, threatening classmates or experiencing suicidal thoughts,’ 

Biden said. The big picture: Data backs up anecdotal evidence from one mass shooting after another that 

there are almost always observable signs of the violence to come, and experts say there are consistent 

patterns of behavior.  ‘Even though there's considerable variability between the individuals, what they’re 

doing is largely the same,’ said Jaclyn Schildkraut, interim executive director at the Regional Gun Violence 

Research Consortium at the Rockefeller Institute of Government, who recently wrote a blog post describing 

the path to violence.” [Axios, 6/6/22] 

 

Mazi Pilip (OPEN-NY-03) Backup Message #2 
 

TV broadcasters report that Pilip avoids taking questions and that her party bosses are keeping her away from the 

press.  Meanwhile, she herself has said she is aligned with the Conservative Party in New York that takes extreme 

positions such as banning abortion even in the case of rape and incest and weakening gun safety laws and her 

extreme Republican bosses in Washington would slash Social Security. 

 

TV Broadcasters Report That Pilip Avoids Taking Questions And That Her Party Bosses 

Are Keeping Her Away From The Press.   

 

An ABC7 Reporter Said Pilip Was “Whisked Away Into A Car And Drove Away” Instead Of Answering 

Her Questions. “Following the event, I wanted to ask Pilip some questions, but she was whisked away into a car 

and drove away. I tried to leave the building to try to go talk to her, but was blocked from leaving an open doorway. 

When I asked the press representative for the Nassau County Republicans, why was she not able to take any 

questions, at first he said that she had an appointment to get to, and then later said that this was a rally, not a Q and 

A.” [Eyewitness News ABC7NY, YouTube, 1:53, 12/15/23] (VIDEO) 

 

FOX 5 New York Anchor: “Mazi Left Before Taking Any Questions.” “Mazi left before taking any questions. 

The GOPs tell us it was a rally, not a Q and A. She and Suozzi have just under two months to make their cases to 

voters. On Long Island, Jodi Goldberg, FOX 5 News.” [FOX 5 New York, YouTube, 2:00, 12/15/23] (VIDEO) 

 

Meanwhile, She Herself Has Said She Is Aligned With The Conservative Party In New 

York… 

 

October 2023: Pilip Said She Was Endorsed By The Conservative Party Because It Aligned With Her 

Beliefs. BLANK: “Question for you. You’re running as a Republican Conserv[ative] – how’d you get the 

Conservative line? Did you – do you run for them and do you run for the Republicans separate, or do you get both 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/14/what-is-a-red-flag-law/
https://www.axios.com/2022/06/06/red-flag-laws-test-evidence-that-mass-shootings-are-preventable
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFAvK9qAzF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sty5f-Npr-s


  
 

 

 

of them at once?” PILIP: “I was endorsed by both of them.” BLANK: “Did you seek that or do you have to kind of 

go to them and say, you know, will you endorse me?” PILIP: “Both the Conservative line, they’re checking you, 

they’re seeing where you stand with your own beliefs, based on that, they decided to endorse you or not -- and they 

endorsed me because, for what I stand for.” [The Island 360, YouTube, 37:21, 10/27/23] (VIDEO) 

 

Pilip Will Appear On Both The Republican And Conservative Party Ballot Lines In The 2024 Special 

Election. “A source told the News that Republican and Conservative leaders would file paperwork later Thursday 

to officially place Pilip on their ballot lines for the special election.” [Killeen Daily Herald, 12/14/23] 

 

In Her Instagram Bio, Pilip Noted That She Was An “R,” As In The Candidate Of The Republican Party, 

And “C,” As In The Candidate Of The Conservative Party. [Instagram, Mazi Melisa Pilip, accessed 1/10/24] 

 

 
 

[Instagram, Mazi Melisa Pilip, accessed 1/10/24] 

 

12/14/23: The New York Conservative Party Unanimously Voted To Endorse Pilip. “The New York State 

Conservative Party today announced that Nassau County Legislator Mazi Pilip is its choice to run in the upcoming 

special election in New York’s 3rd Congressional District on Long Island. Ms. Pilip, who was also endorsed today 

by the New York State and Nassau Republican Party, will run against perennial Democrat candidate, former 

congressman Tom Suozzi.  Ms. Pilip was unanimously chosen by the Conservative Party’s executive committee, 

after being nominated for the office by Nassau County Conservative Party Chairman Daniel Donovan. Nassau 

Conservative Party Executive Vice President Chris Mistron seconded the nomination.” [New York Conservative 

Party, Press Release, 12/14/23] 

 

• New York Conservative Party Chair: “I Have Talked To [Pilip] Extensively, And Am Confident She 

Aligns With The Conservative Party’s Values.” “The New York State Conservative Party, in conjunction 

with the Nassau and Queens Conservative Party Committees, have chosen to endorse Mazi Melesa Pilips to run 

for the 3rd Congressional District after the expulsion of George Santos. She is an outstanding public official 

who will be an incredible candidate to keep this seat in the hands of our party. I have talked to her extensively, 

and am confident she aligns with the Conservative Party’s values.” [New York Conservative Party, 12/15/23] 

 

….That Takes Extreme Positions Such As Banning Abortion Even In The Case Of Rape 

And Incest… 

 

The NY Conservative Party Supports Repealing New York’s Law Protecting Abortion Access And Only 

Allowing Abortion In Cases Of “Clearly Defined Conditions Hazardous To The Life Of The Mother.” “We 

believe that New York’s expanded abortion law should be repealed and the legislature should re-adopt the prior 

statute permitting therapeutic abortions only under the most clearly defined conditions hazardous to the life of the 

mother. Tax dollars should not be used to prevent or end a pregnancy, nor should they be used for non-residents to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5p2fp2KLapo&t=2239s
https://kdhnews.com/news/politics/republicans-pick-trailblazing-israeli-immigrant-to-run-for-rep-george-santos-seat/article_b490da50-05fc-5372-bab7-e3fd917abd6c.html
https://www.instagram.com/maziforny/
https://www.instagram.com/maziforny/
https://www.cpnys.org/2023/12/14/statement-from-nys-conservative-party-35/
https://www.cpnys.org/2023/12/15/chairman-kassars-weekly-wrap-up-12-15-23/


  
 

 

 

travel to NY and pay for their abortion.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative Program,” 

accessed 12/21/23] 

 

The NY Conservative Party Supports Repealing New York’s Law Protecting Abortion Access And Only 

Allowing “Therapeutic Abortion” In Cases Of “Clearly Defined Conditions Hazardous To The Life Of The 

Mother.” “We believe that New York’s expanded abortion law should be repealed and the legislature should re-

adopt the prior statute permitting therapeutic abortions only under the most clearly defined conditions hazardous to 

the life of the mother. Tax dollars should not be used to prevent or end a pregnancy, nor should they be used for 

non-residents to travel to NY and pay for their abortion.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative 

Program,” accessed 12/21/23] 

 

1965: New York Amended Its Statute To Widen Life Of The Mother Exceptions. [New York University Law 

Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pg. 1798,  1/1/1991] 

 

 
 

[New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pg. 1798,  1/1/1991] 

 

19th Century: New York Fully Banned Abortion At All Phases Of Pregnancy, And Later Included A 

“Therapeutic Exception.” [New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion 

Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

• Brittanica: A Therapeutic Abortion Can Take Place Because The Pregnancy Endangers The Mother’s 

Life. “A therapeutic abortion is the interruption of a pregnancy before the 20th week of gestation because it 

endangers the mother’s life or health or because the baby presumably would not be normal.” [Encyclopedia 

Britannica, accessed 12/22/23] 

 

• One Scholar, Cyrus Means, Argued That Therapeutic Exceptions In New York Were Driven Out Of 

Concern For The Life Of The Woman. [New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal 

Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

 

 
[…] 

https://www.cpnys.org/legislative-program/
https://www.cpnys.org/legislative-program/
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://www.britannica.com/topic/therapeutic-abortion
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship


  
 

 

 

 
 

[New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

1872: New York Passed A Law Increasing Its Penalty For Abortion To Between Four Years And 20 Years 

Imprisonment. [New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-

85,  1/1/1991] 

 

 
[…] 

 

 
 

[New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher, On New York’s 1970 Legalization Of Abortion: “After 142 Years Of One Of The 

Most Restrictive Abortion Statutes — Allowing Abortions Only When Necessary To Preserve The Life Of 

The Mother — New York Suddenly Had The Most Liberal Abortion Law In The World.” “Three years before 

Roe v. Wade established a constitutional right to abortion, New York legalized the procedure in 1970, turning the 

state into a magnet for women who wanted to terminate their pregnancies but were barred from doing so where they 

lived. […] The New York law allowed abortions to be performed within 24 weeks of pregnancy and at any time if 

the woman’s life was at risk. […]  ‘After 142 years of one of the most restrictive abortion statutes — allowing 

abortions only when necessary to preserve the life of the mother — New York suddenly had the most liberal 

abortion law in the world,’ wrote Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher, a birth control pioneer who advocated legalizing 

abortion, in a 1972 report.” [New York Times, 7/19/18] 

 

…And Weakening Gun Safety Laws… 

 

The NY Conservative Party Rejected “Any Restrictions Placed On The Rights Of Law-Abiding Citizens To 

Legally Acquire And Possess Firearms.” “In order to keep our streets safe and conducive to business the 

Conservative Party recommends: […] Rejection of any restrictions placed on the rights of law-abiding citizens to 

https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2798&context=faculty_scholarship
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/19/us/politics/new-york-abortion-roe-wade-nyt.html


  
 

 

 

legally acquire and possess firearms, or any other constitutionally-protected means of self-defense, such as electric 

stun devices.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative Program,” accessed 12/21/23] 

 

The NY Conservative Party Supports Repealing New York’s Expanded Red Flag Law. “In order to keep our 

streets safe and conducive to business the Conservative Party recommends: […] Repeal the expanded Red Flag 

Law.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative Program,” accessed 12/21/23] 

 

• August 2022: New York Implemented A Law To Require Prosecutors And Police To Request A Red Flag 

Order For Anyone They Determine Is Likely To Harm Themselves Or Others. “In the aftermath of the 

horrific mass shooting in Buffalo, Gov. Kathy Hochul announced her support for a package of gun reform laws 

that, for the first time, required prosecutors and police to request a red-flag order for anyone who they 

determine is likely to seriously harm themselves or others. […] In New York City and across the state, the new 

requirement has already led to a dramatic rise in ERPOs.   Before the Aug. 1 implementation, New York City 

district attorneys had obtained a total of six red-flag orders over four years. In the months since the new law 

took effect, the count is now up to 53, according to court records examined by THE CITY, including 35 from 

Staten Island District Attorney Michael McMahon.” [THE CITY, 1/12/23] 

 

• The Expansion Of New York’s Red Flag Law Led To A “Dramatic Rise” In Extreme Risk Protection 

Orders, With DAs And Police Filing For Thousands More In The Five Months After The Buffalo 

Massacre Than In The Preceding Four Years. “In New York City and across the state, the new requirement 

has already led to a dramatic rise in ERPOs.   Before the Aug. 1 implementation, New York City district 

attorneys had obtained a total of six red-flag orders over four years. In the months since the new law took 

effect, the count is now up to 53, according to court records examined by THE CITY, including 35 from Staten 

Island District Attorney Michael McMahon. Statewide, there had been 1,464 applications by DAs and police 

for ERPOs in the four years before the racist massacre in Buffalo, with Suffolk County by far filing the most. In 

the five months following the Buffalo tragedy, there have been 3,549 applications.” [THE CITY, 1/12/23] 

 

o Red Flag Laws Allowed For Confiscation Of Guns From People A Judge Deemed Dangerous To 

Themselves Or Others. “If an emerging bipartisan Senate deal on guns becomes law, one of the most 

significant provisions will be a federal push for states to set up red-flag laws. These laws allow a judge to 

take away someone’s gun based on the suspicion that they will use it to hurt themselves or others.” 

[Washington Post, 6/14/22] 

 

o Red Flag Laws, “A Rare Point Of Bipartisan Consensus,” Were Intended To Prevent Mass Shootings 

By Removing Guns From People With “Observable Signs Of Violence To Come.” “Although mass 

shootings only account for a fraction of firearm deaths in the U.S., advocates are pushing for a preventative 

approach to keeping guns out of the hands of people believed at greatest risk of committing violence. Red 

flag laws may also be a rare point of bipartisan consensus as the nation grapples with a surge of mass 

shootings.  State of play: Red flag laws are built around what's known as extreme risk protection orders that 

allow certain citizens or law enforcement to petition a court to remove gun access from a person believed 

capable of committing homicide or suicide.  The laws currently exist in 19 states and the District of 

Columbia. Bipartisan gun reform talks in the Senate include a measure that would incentivize more states 

to enact such laws, and President Biden called for a national red flag law in a speech last week. ‘We should 

also have national red flag laws so that a parent, a teacher, a counselor can flag for a court that a child, a 

student, a patient is exhibiting violent tendencies, threatening classmates or experiencing suicidal thoughts,’ 

Biden said. The big picture: Data backs up anecdotal evidence from one mass shooting after another that 

there are almost always observable signs of the violence to come, and experts say there are consistent 

patterns of behavior.  ‘Even though there's considerable variability between the individuals, what they’re 

doing is largely the same,’ said Jaclyn Schildkraut, interim executive director at the Regional Gun Violence 

Research Consortium at the Rockefeller Institute of Government, who recently wrote a blog post describing 

the path to violence.” [Axios, 6/6/22] 

 

https://www.cpnys.org/legislative-program/
https://www.cpnys.org/legislative-program/
https://www.thecity.nyc/2023/01/12/increase-nyc-red-flag-orders-prohibiting-gun-purchase-after-state-strengthened-gun-laws/
https://www.thecity.nyc/2023/01/12/increase-nyc-red-flag-orders-prohibiting-gun-purchase-after-state-strengthened-gun-laws/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/14/what-is-a-red-flag-law/
https://www.axios.com/2022/06/06/red-flag-laws-test-evidence-that-mass-shootings-are-preventable


  
 

 

 

June 2022: The NY Conservative Party Dropped Its Support Of Rep. Chris Jacobs After He Backed An 

Assault Weapons Ban Following The Massacre By A White Supremacist In Buffalo. “The Republican and 

Conservative parties are leaving GOP Rep. Chris Jacobs for dead following his call for a federal ban on assault 

weapons in response to the massacre by an avowed white supremacist in Buffalo.   ‘This is not the person we 

endorsed. We did not endorse this Chris Jacobs … he’s actually to the left of [US House Speaker] Nancy Pelosi on 

this,’ Conservative Party state Chair Gerard Kassar told the Post Thursday about his party withdrawing support for 

Jacobs’ reelection.” [New York Post, 6/2/22] 

 

…And Her Extreme Republican Bosses In Washington Would Slash Social Security. 

 

January 2024: Johnson, Scalise, D’Esposito, And LaLota Were Slated To Host A Fundraiser For Pilip On 

January 10th. “House GOP leadership is hosting a D.C. fundraiser next week for their hopeful successor to ousted 

Republican Rep. George Santos.  Johnson, Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-La.), and other House Republican 

leaders are joining the Long Island GOP congressional delegation to host a fundraiser on Jan. 10 for Mazi Melesa 

Pilip. The Nassau County legislator and retired Israel Defense Forces soldier is running in the Feb. 13 special 

election for the New York seat.  The race is expected to be competitive, with former Democratic Rep. Tom Suozzi 

running. Losing the race would be a major blow to the speaker and his allies, who are already struggling with an 

incredibly thin majority.  The minimum donation required to attend the fundraiser is $1,000 to the PAC and $500 to 

a personal campaign account. The buy-in for top hosts of the event is a $5,000 contribution to a PAC, or $3,300 to a 

personal account. Some of the hosts include Santos' most ardent critics before his historic expulsion, like New York 

GOP Reps. Anthony D’Esposito and Nick LaLota.” [Politico, Huddle, 1/2/24] 

 

Johnson’s Republican Study Committee Budget Called For Raising The Social Security Eligibility Age To 69 

And Eventually 70 Years Old. “The goal of the Social Security Reform Act is to ensure the long-term solvency of 

Social Security for this and future generations. It does so by modernizing the program, phasing out antiquated 

elements and bringing together a number of commonsense ideas to make the system work better for today’s 

workers and retirees. Many of the specific policies included in this legislation have bipartisan support and have 

been included in proposals put forward by members of Congress on both sides of the aisle and well-respected non-

partisan organizations. Adjust the Retirement Age to Reflect Longevity: The bipartisan Social Security 

Amendments of 1983 phases in an increase in the Social Security full retirement age over time, beginning at 65 and 

reaching 67 by 2022 for those born in 1960 and later. The Social Security Reform Act would continue this gradual 

increase of the normal retirement age at a rate of three months per year until it reaches 69 for those reaching age 62 

in 2030. The RSC Budget recognizes that, due to Congressional inaction, the Social Security Reform Act’s 

retirement age increase would need to be extended, likely to age 70, to achieve long-range sustainable solvency. 

Further, the existing 5-year gap between the normal and early retirement ages would be maintained as the full 

retirement age is incrementally adjusted.” [Republican Study Committee, Budget, FY 2020] 

 

• Center On Budget And Policy Priorities: “Raising Social Security’s Retirement Age Would Cut Benefits 

For All New Retirees” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 4/25/23] 

 

• CBPP: Raising The Social Security Eligibility Age Would Result In Cuts That “Could Be Deep” For 

Middle- And Lower-Income Americans Who Claim Benefits Earlier, Meaning They Permanently 

Receive Lower Benefits. “Some policymakers, such as those on the Republican Study Committee, have 

proposed to raise Social Security’s full retirement age to 70 and beyond. Raising the retirement age cuts 

benefits for all new retirees — that is, those claiming Social Security benefits for the first time. These cuts 

could be deep, and they would fall hardest on lower- and middle-income beneficiaries because they rely most 

heavily on Social Security benefits. Moreover, they have not seen the life expectancy gains that higher-income 

people have experienced and that are often used as the rationale for raising the retirement age. The full 

retirement age is the age at which new retirees can receive full Social Security benefits.  

 

https://nypost.com/2022/06/02/political-right-targets-rep-chris-jacobs-over-gun-control-support/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/huddle/2024/01/02/status-update-on-border-and-spending-talks-00133517
https://mikejohnson.house.gov/uploadedfiles/preserving_american_freedom.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/research/social-security/raising-social-securitys-retirement-age-would-cut-benefits-for-all-new


  
 

 

 

• The Full Retirement Age Was 65 For Most Of Social Security’s History. The last major Social Security 

overhaul, in 1983, gradually raised the age to 67, effectively cutting benefits by 13 percent. Now there is 

renewed talk of moving the age to 70, which would effectively cut currently scheduled benefits by nearly 20 

percent.” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 4/25/23] 

 

• CBPP: Moving The Social Security Eligibility Age To 70 “Would Effectively Cut Currently Scheduled 

Benefits By Nearly 20 Percent.” “Some policymakers, such as those on the Republican Study Committee, 

have proposed to raise Social Security’s full retirement age to 70 and beyond. Raising the retirement age cuts 

benefits for all new retirees — that is, those claiming Social Security benefits for the first time. These cuts 

could be deep, and they would fall hardest on lower- and middle-income beneficiaries because they rely most 

heavily on Social Security benefits. Moreover, they have not seen the life expectancy gains that higher-income 

people have experienced and that are often used as the rationale for raising the retirement age. The full 

retirement age is the age at which new retirees can receive full Social Security benefits. If beneficiaries claim 

before full retirement age, they receive permanently reduced monthly benefits; if they claim after, they get a 

permanent increase. The full retirement age was 65 for most of Social Security’s history. The last major Social 

Security overhaul, in 1983, gradually raised the age to 67, effectively cutting benefits by 13 percent. Now there 

is renewed talk of moving the age to 70, which would effectively cut currently scheduled benefits by nearly 20 

percent.” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 4/25/23] 

 

Mazi Pilip (OPEN-NY-03) Backup Message #3 
 

TV broadcasters report that Pilip avoids taking questions and that her party bosses are keeping her away from the 

press.  Here’s what she’s hiding – as a Nassau County Legislator she opposed a proposal to add 100 police 

officers, and her extreme Republican bosses in Washington would slash Social Security, hurting our seniors.  Tom 

Suozzi has worked with police to lower crime, has a tough, realistic plan to combat illegal immigration and is a 

common sense centrist who will get things done. 

 

TV Broadcasters Report That Pilip Avoids Taking Questions And That Her Party Bosses 

Are Keeping Her Away From The Press.   

 

An ABC7 Reporter Said Pilip Was “Whisked Away Into A Car And Drove Away” Instead Of Answering 

Her Questions. “Following the event, I wanted to ask Pilip some questions, but she was whisked away into a car 

and drove away. I tried to leave the building to try to go talk to her, but was blocked from leaving an open doorway. 

When I asked the press representative for the Nassau County Republicans, why was she not able to take any 

questions, at first he said that she had an appointment to get to, and then later said that this was a rally, not a Q and 

A.” [Eyewitness News ABC7NY, YouTube, 1:53, 12/15/23] (VIDEO) 

 

FOX 5 New York Anchor: “Mazi Left Before Taking Any Questions.” “Mazi left before taking any questions. 

The GOPs tell us it was a rally, not a Q and A. She and Suozzi have just under two months to make their cases to 

voters. On Long Island, Jodi Goldberg, FOX 5 News.” [FOX 5 New York, YouTube, 2:00, 12/15/23] (VIDEO) 

 

Here’s What She’s Hiding – As A Nassau County Legislator She Opposed A Proposal To 

Add 100 Police Officers… 

 

FY24 Budget: Nassau County Democrats Proposed A Budget Amendment To Hire 100 More Police Officers. 

“Nassau's Democratic legislators want to cut the property tax levy by $128 million, hire 100 more police officers 

and boost staffing in the Inspector General's office, according to their proposed changes to County Executive Bruce 

Blakeman's 2024 budget plan. The amendments, filed Tuesday, would not affect the size of the $4.1 

billion budget that Blakeman, a Republican, filed Sept. 15. Republicans hold a 12-7 majority in the legislature and 

will decide whether to consider the amendments.” [Newsday, 10/18/23] 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/social-security/raising-social-securitys-retirement-age-would-cut-benefits-for-all-new
https://www.cbpp.org/research/social-security/raising-social-securitys-retirement-age-would-cut-benefits-for-all-new
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFAvK9qAzF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sty5f-Npr-s
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/politics/nassau-budget-ren4mztx


  
 

 

 

 

Newsday: “Republicans Rejected A Democratic Bid To […] Hire 100 Additional Police Officers.” “The 

Nassau County Legislature on Monday unanimously approved County Executive Bruce Blakeman’s $4.1 billion 

budget for 2024 after Republicans rejected a Democratic bid to cut the property tax levy by $128 million, hire 100 

additional police officers and boost staffing in the Inspector General's office.” [Newsday, 10/30/23] 

 

Pilip Was Present When Republicans Refused To Vote To Fund 100 Additional Police Officers. “Moments 

ago, the Republican Majority didn’t just say no to the Minority’s plan for tax cuts and more police for Nassau 

residents – they didn’t even have the courage to hold a vote. Instead, they used unprecedented procedural tricks to 

shield their members from voting against our plan to cut property taxes by $128 million and fund 100 additional 

police officers – 25 of whom would have focused on addressing the spike in hate crimes in our County and across 

the nation. Nassau County residents are now stuck for a third consecutive year with no tax cuts from the Blakeman 

administration and the Majority and a drop in the bucket on public safety - all because the Republican majority put 

their political needs ahead of the public they were elected to serve.” [Nassau County Legislature Democrats, 

Facebook, 10/30/23] 

 

 
 

[Nassau County Legislature Democrats, Facebook, 10/30/23] 

 

• Pilip Was Present At The October 30, 2023 Hearing. “CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Mazi Pilip? 

LEGISLATOR PILIP: Here.” [Nassau County Legislature, Full Legislature Meeting Minutes, 10/30/23] 

 

Nassau County Police Benevolent Association President To The Nassau County Legislature: “We Always 

Need More Resources […] We’re Going To Need To Replace Cops […] I Thank You In Advance For 

Agreeing That We Always Need More Cops.” “PRESIDING OFFICER NICOLELLO: I also have two slips from 

our Labor Leaders; Ron Gurrieri from CSEA, as well as Tommy Shevlin from the Nassau County PBA. I want to 

offer you the opportunity, you can either come up now and speak or wait until after the budget presentation. Come 

on up, Tommy. MR. SHEVLIN: Good morning and thanks for allowing me to speak. I'm here today to speak on a 

very important matter: Law enforcement, our safety, police officers, more police officers, the need to be out there in 

the streets protecting our community. The world is upside down. We have people supporting terrorists. Criminals 

have more rights than police officers. And I think it's safe to say that the ‘Defund the Police’ movement was not 

just shortsighted, but it went against our very own morals, values, and the way of life. I hope to never hear that 

cheap slogan again. There are many challenges that we face today in law enforcement, and although, I am honored 

to represent the best police department in the country, we have the best cops, they have dedicated, they're heroes, 

they risked their lives every day. But we always need more resources. With the surge of illegal immigrants in New 

York; with the challenges that we face every day with bail reform laws; with terrorist attacks in Israel; possible 

large scale active shooters; large protests; the UBS arena and the strip mall being built around it; crime coming 

from the city, we're going to need to replace cops. We're also going to have retirements this year, after we finally 

settled our contract. And after the detectives and the supervisors are finally fully staffed, we're going to back we're 

going to have to backfill our police officers. And we fully support the DAI being filled. We need to be prepared. 

[…] When it comes to the public safety and the safety of my cops, we simply will not accept doing more with less. 

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/nassau/nassau-budget-gfphrjkn
https://www.facebook.com/NassauLegDems/videos/1750359878750964
https://www.facebook.com/NassauLegDems/videos/1750359878750964
https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/3046?fileID=226914


  
 

 

 

I thank you in advance for agreeing that we always need more cops. Thank you and be well.” [Nassau County 

Legislature, Full Legislature Meeting Minutes, 10/30/23] 

 

• Tommy Shevlin Was The President Of The Nassau County Police Benevolent Association. “Nassau PBA 

President Tommy Shevlin Police Officer Thomas ‘Tommy’ Shevlin took over the reins of the Nassau County 

Police Benevolent Association — Nassau’s largest law enforcement union — on January 1, 2022. In his first 10 

months, Shevlin has become a recognizable figure in organized labor, and a voice respected by his peers, 

members, elected officials and the general public alike.” [Dan’s Papers, 10/2/22] 

 

October 30, 2023: The Legislature Unanimously Passed A Plan To Hire 30 Additional Police Officers, After 

Republicans Refused The Amendment To Hire 100 More. “The Nassau County Legislature on Monday 

unanimously approved County Executive Bruce Blakeman’s $4.1 billion budget for 2024 after Republicans rejected 

a Democratic bid to cut the property tax levy by $128 million, hire 100 additional police officers and boost staffing 

in the Inspector General's office.  Republicans, who hold a 12-7 majority, adopted their own amendment to the 

spending plan that adds 10 police officers, four superior officers and two assistant district attorneys.  The budget 

does not include a rise or reduction in property taxes. It raises county spending by $180 million over last year's 

adopted budget and, with the Republican amendment, includes hiring 30 more police officers.” [Newsday, 

10/30/23] 

 

Nassau County Legislator Delia DeRiggi-Whitton: Pilip Worked With Nassau County Republicans To 

Oppose A Budget Amendment To Hire 100 More Police Officers. “DeRiggi-Whitton highlighted Pilip’s recent 

vote against a budget amendment in late October to bolster the Nassau County Police Department, aligning with 

every other Republican. She emphasized that Pilip missed an opportunity to stand up for the people of Nassau and 

demonstrate independence from party lines.  ‘We have lost a year of representation in Congress with George 

Santos. We can’t afford to lose any more time,’ DeRiggi-Whitton said. ‘We need someone in Congress like Tom 

Suozzi, who knows exactly how things work.’  Pilip’s voting record highlights a stark contrast between the 

candidates. The decision to vote against additional police officers raises concerns for Suozzi and DeRiggi-Whitton 

about Pilip’s priorities and her commitment to addressing the needs and concerns of the local community.  After the 

conference, DeRiggi-Whitton told the Herald in a phone interview she was also worried about security at the 

Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nassau County in Glen Cove.” [LI Herald, 1/5/24] 

 

…And Her Extreme Republican Bosses In Washington Would Slash Social Security, 

Hurting Our Seniors. 

 

January 2024: Johnson, Scalise, D’Esposito, And LaLota Were Slated To Host A Fundraiser For Pilip On 

January 10th. “House GOP leadership is hosting a D.C. fundraiser next week for their hopeful successor to ousted 

Republican Rep. George Santos.  Johnson, Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-La.), and other House Republican 

leaders are joining the Long Island GOP congressional delegation to host a fundraiser on Jan. 10 for Mazi Melesa 

Pilip. The Nassau County legislator and retired Israel Defense Forces soldier is running in the Feb. 13 special 

election for the New York seat.  The race is expected to be competitive, with former Democratic Rep. Tom Suozzi 

running. Losing the race would be a major blow to the speaker and his allies, who are already struggling with an 

incredibly thin majority.  The minimum donation required to attend the fundraiser is $1,000 to the PAC and $500 to 

a personal campaign account. The buy-in for top hosts of the event is a $5,000 contribution to a PAC, or $3,300 to a 

personal account. Some of the hosts include Santos' most ardent critics before his historic expulsion, like New York 

GOP Reps. Anthony D’Esposito and Nick LaLota.” [Politico, Huddle, 1/2/24] 

 

Johnson’s Republican Study Committee Budget Called For Raising The Social Security Eligibility Age To 69 

And Eventually 70 Years Old. “The goal of the Social Security Reform Act is to ensure the long-term solvency of 

Social Security for this and future generations. It does so by modernizing the program, phasing out antiquated 

elements and bringing together a number of commonsense ideas to make the system work better for today’s 

workers and retirees. Many of the specific policies included in this legislation have bipartisan support and have 

https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/3046?fileID=226914
https://www.danspapers.com/2022/10/nassau-pba-president-tommy-shevlin-cop/
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/nassau/nassau-budget-gfphrjkn
https://www.liherald.com/stories/tom-suozzi-has-a-plan-for-immigration,205265?
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/huddle/2024/01/02/status-update-on-border-and-spending-talks-00133517


  
 

 

 

been included in proposals put forward by members of Congress on both sides of the aisle and well-respected non-

partisan organizations. Adjust the Retirement Age to Reflect Longevity: The bipartisan Social Security 

Amendments of 1983 phases in an increase in the Social Security full retirement age over time, beginning at 65 and 

reaching 67 by 2022 for those born in 1960 and later. The Social Security Reform Act would continue this gradual 

increase of the normal retirement age at a rate of three months per year until it reaches 69 for those reaching age 62 

in 2030. The RSC Budget recognizes that, due to Congressional inaction, the Social Security Reform Act’s 

retirement age increase would need to be extended, likely to age 70, to achieve long-range sustainable solvency. 

Further, the existing 5-year gap between the normal and early retirement ages would be maintained as the full 

retirement age is incrementally adjusted.” [Republican Study Committee, Budget, FY 2020] 

 

• Center On Budget And Policy Priorities: “Raising Social Security’s Retirement Age Would Cut Benefits 

For All New Retirees” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 4/25/23] 

 

• CBPP: Raising The Social Security Eligibility Age Would Result In Cuts That “Could Be Deep” For 

Middle- And Lower-Income Americans Who Claim Benefits Earlier, Meaning They Permanently 

Receive Lower Benefits. “Some policymakers, such as those on the Republican Study Committee, have 

proposed to raise Social Security’s full retirement age to 70 and beyond. Raising the retirement age cuts 

benefits for all new retirees — that is, those claiming Social Security benefits for the first time. These cuts 

could be deep, and they would fall hardest on lower- and middle-income beneficiaries because they rely most 

heavily on Social Security benefits. Moreover, they have not seen the life expectancy gains that higher-income 

people have experienced and that are often used as the rationale for raising the retirement age. The full 

retirement age is the age at which new retirees can receive full Social Security benefits.  

 

• The Full Retirement Age Was 65 For Most Of Social Security’s History. The last major Social Security 

overhaul, in 1983, gradually raised the age to 67, effectively cutting benefits by 13 percent. Now there is 

renewed talk of moving the age to 70, which would effectively cut currently scheduled benefits by nearly 20 

percent.” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 4/25/23] 

 

• CBPP: Moving The Social Security Eligibility Age To 70 “Would Effectively Cut Currently Scheduled 

Benefits By Nearly 20 Percent.” “Some policymakers, such as those on the Republican Study Committee, 

have proposed to raise Social Security’s full retirement age to 70 and beyond. Raising the retirement age cuts 

benefits for all new retirees — that is, those claiming Social Security benefits for the first time. These cuts 

could be deep, and they would fall hardest on lower- and middle-income beneficiaries because they rely most 

heavily on Social Security benefits. Moreover, they have not seen the life expectancy gains that higher-income 

people have experienced and that are often used as the rationale for raising the retirement age. The full 

retirement age is the age at which new retirees can receive full Social Security benefits. If beneficiaries claim 

before full retirement age, they receive permanently reduced monthly benefits; if they claim after, they get a 

permanent increase. The full retirement age was 65 for most of Social Security’s history. The last major Social 

Security overhaul, in 1983, gradually raised the age to 67, effectively cutting benefits by 13 percent. Now there 

is renewed talk of moving the age to 70, which would effectively cut currently scheduled benefits by nearly 20 

percent.” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 4/25/23] 

 

Tom Suozzi Has Worked With Police To Lower Crime… 

 

As Nassau County Executive, Suozzi Worked With Police To Develop Technology To Target High-

Crime Areas  

 

As Nassau County Executive Suozzi And The Nassau Police Commissioner Developed The ‘NASSTAT’ 

Program, Which “Uses Technology To Target High Crime Areas”. “Suozzi and police Commissioner 

Lawrence Mulvey developed NASSTAT -- a program modeled after the NYPD's COMPSTAT system -- which 

uses technology to target high-crime areas. The county also implemented the ShotSpotter gunshot location system, 

https://mikejohnson.house.gov/uploadedfiles/preserving_american_freedom.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/research/social-security/raising-social-securitys-retirement-age-would-cut-benefits-for-all-new
https://www.cbpp.org/research/social-security/raising-social-securitys-retirement-age-would-cut-benefits-for-all-new
https://www.cbpp.org/research/social-security/raising-social-securitys-retirement-age-would-cut-benefits-for-all-new


  
 

 

 

formed task forces for high-crime areas and began a series of gun buyback programs, Suozzi said.” [Newsday, 

10/30/12] 

 

• The NASSTAT System Provides Precints With Localized Crime Statistics That Prevented 

Community Crime. “Another weapon in O'Connor's crime-fighting arsenal is the new NASSTAT system, 

which provides precincts with weekly computerized crime statistics. With the data, commanding officers 

can compare statistics on a weekly, monthly and yearly basis to identify problems and target them. 

Commanding officers from each precinct also meet with the police commissioner every month to go over 

statistics and share feedback on what's working and what isn't in other communities. NASSTAT allows 

precincts to target a community's needs and helps police to be more innovative, O'Connor explained. For 

example, O'Connor said that he recently identified a rash of burglaries on Grand Avenue, and when night 

patrols in the area were stepped up, the burglaries stopped.” [Long Island Herald, 11/4/02] 

 

Suozzi Implemented Nassau County’s Gun Buyback Program As County Executive 

 

2008: Nassau County Began Its Illegal Gun Buy-Back Program. “Nassau County’s gun-buy-back program 

kicked off on Dec. 20, 2008, with pickup points in Hempstead, Uniondale and Freeport. To date, it has collected 

almost 600 illegal guns, including a Tec-9 handgun, which was the most lethal weapon received.  Tinker and the 

church plan to hold the event again next spring. Along with the gun-buy-back program, the church has also worked 

with the county in a apprenticeship program that helps residents earn certifications and jobs in the construction 

industry. The church is also working with the Martin Luther King Jr. Center in Long Beach to have parole and 

probation hearings for residents close to home, which would be more convenient than traveling to Mineola or 

Hempstead.” [Long Island Herald, 10/1/09] 

Suozzi Called The Gun-Buy-Back Program “A Great Success In Getting Guns Off Our Streets.” “‘We were 

saying cautiously at the time that if we had 100 guns that came in through the gun buyback program, that would be 

a great success,’ said County Executive Tom Suozzi. ‘Much to our astonishment, more than 450 guns came back to 

us. This was a great success in getting guns off our streets.’” [Long Island Herald, 1/2/09] 

 

• 2008: Suozzi And Nassau County Police Commissioner Held A Press Conference To Discuss The 

Gun Buyback Program. “Nassau County Police Commissioner Lawrence Mulvey and Nassau County 

Executive Thomas Suozzi discuss the gun buyback program during a news conference at police 

headquarters in Mineola. (Dec. 22, 2008).” [Newsday, 2/3/11] 

 

Suozzi Appointed A “Gang Czar” To Coordinate “Hundreds” Of Anti-Gang Efforts Across Nassau 

County 

 

2004: As County Executive, Suozzi Appointed A ‘Gang Czar.’ “There's no shortage of groups committed to 

uprooting gangs and their attraction for young people, said Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi. The challenge, 

he contends, is getting them all to work together.  To coordinate the hundreds of disparate anti-gang efforts - by 

schools, nonprofits, churches and government agencies - Suozzi yesterday appointed Nassau Police Inspector 

Robert Turk as the county's first ‘gang czar.’” [New York Daily News, 11/23/04] 

 

The Gang-Czar’s Role Was To Coordinate Anti-Gang Efforts By Schools, Nonprofits, Churches And 

Government Agencies In Nassau County. “There's no shortage of groups committed to uprooting gangs and their 

attraction for young people, said Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi. The challenge, he contends, is getting 

them all to work together. To coordinate the hundreds of disparate anti-gang efforts - by schools, nonprofits, 

churches and government agencies - Suozzi yesterday appointed Nassau Police Inspector Robert Turk as the 

county's first ‘gang czar.’ [New York Daily News, 11/23/04] 

 

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/nassau/thomas-suozzi-pushes-for-second-chance-in-nassau-county-executive-race-v52818
https://www.liherald.com/stories/the-new-top-cop-first-precinct-welcomes-new-commander-and-a-focus-on-community-policing,15761
https://liherald.com/stories/cash-for-guns-program-comes-to-lb,869
https://www.liherald.com/stories/another-weapon-in-the-fight-against-crime,2835
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/nassau/highs-and-lows-of-mulvey-s-career-p82113
https://www.nydailynews.com/2004/11/23/a-gang-czar-for-nassau-inspector-tabbed-as-busts-rise/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2004/11/23/a-gang-czar-for-nassau-inspector-tabbed-as-busts-rise/


  
 

 

 

Suozzi Announced $1.3 Million In New York State Funding To Suppress Gang Violence And Illegal 

Guns In Nassau County 

 

2009: Suozzi Announced $1.3 Million In New York State Funding To Suppress Gang Violence And Illegal 

Guns In Nassau County. “Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi said: ‘I am pleased to hear that Nassau County, 

through the County Police Department, Village and City Police Departments and the District Attorney's Office, will 

be receiving $1.3 million in IMPACT funding for 2009. Since last year, this funding has been used to suppress 

gang violence and get hundreds of illegal guns off the street. We have been able to purchase new heat sensored 

technology that will help us continue our mission to find guns fired at or near crime scenes.’” [New York State 

Office Of The Governor, Press Release, 7/20/10]  

 

Suozzi Brought In Over $300,000 In Federal Grants For The Suffolk County Police Department  

 

2021: Suozzi Announced Over $317,000 In Federal Grants For The Suffolk County Police Department. “The 

following information was released by the office of New York Rep. Thomas Suozzi: ‘Grants will be used for 

community policing, youth engagement, and de-escalation training programs; Since first elected to public office, 

Suozzi has vigorously worked to provide funds to support local police departments  Today, Congressman Tom 

Suozzi (D-Long Island, Queens) announced that the Suffolk County Police Department will receive over $317,000 

in federal grants for de-escalation and youth engagement training programs.’” [Rep. Tom Suozzi, Press Release, 

10/8/21] 

 

Suozzi Voted For And Cosponsored The Invest To Protect Act To Establish A Community 

Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Grant For Local Police Departments To Provide Training, 

Access To Mental Health Resources, And Improving Officer Recruitment And Retention 

 

Suozzi Voted For And Cosponsored The Invest To Protect Act To Establish A Community Oriented Policing 

Services (COPS) Grant For Local Police Departments To Provide Training, Access To Mental Health 

Resources, And Improving Officer Recruitment And Retention. In September 2022 Suozzi voted for: “Passage 

of the bill that would establish a grant program at the Justice Department’s Office of Community Oriented Policing 

Services for local police departments with fewer than 125 officers to provide training and access to mental health 

resources for officers and improve officer recruitment and retention. It would authorize $60 million annually 

through fiscal 2027 for the program. Activities eligible for grant funding would include training on de-escalation, 

victim-centered domestic violence response and the use of nonlethal force; overtime and bonus pay; stipends of up 

to $10,000 for officers to pursue graduate education in mental health, public health or social work; and access to 

behavioral health services for officers. It would stipulate grant reporting and accountability requirements and 

require the Justice Department to evaluate annually the efficacy of funded training programs in reducing the 

incidence of use of force by law enforcement agencies.” The bill passed by a vote of 360-64. [H.R. 6448, Vote 

#451, 9/22/22; cosponsored 1/20/22; CQ, 9/22/22] 

 

• The Invest To Protect Act Included $60,000,000 Per Year For Five Years To Support Local Police 

Departments. “The bipartisan Invest to Protect Act of 2022 will: Invest in officer safety, de-escalation, and 

domestic violence response training, allowing officers to receive critical training that will make them even 

more effective at their jobs; Create grants for small departments to recruit and retain new officers, to help keep 

their existing officers and recruit new ones; Allow departments to provide mental health resources for their 

officers; and, Authorize $60,000,000 a year for 5 years for local police departments.” [Representative Josh 

Gottheimer, Press Release, 9/22/22] 

 

• The Invest To Protect Act Invested In Local Police Departments, Community Violence Prevention And 

Intervention Programs, And Assisting Law Enforcement Address Gun Crimes. “The House on Thursday 

passed bipartisan legislation to increase funding for local police departments, after Democrats overcame bitter 

divisions in their ranks over a package aimed at blunting Republican efforts to portray them as soft on crime 

http://readme.readmedia.com/Governor-Paterson-Announces-Operation-Impact-Grants-for-Upstate-New-York-and-Long-Island/1626383
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2022/roll451.xml
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2022/roll451.xml
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6448/cosponsors?q=%7B
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-295717000?3
https://gottheimer.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3743


  
 

 

 

ahead of midterm elections. […] A broad bipartisan majority voted, 360 to 64, in favor of the centerpiece of the 

four-bill package, called the Invest to Protect Act, which would give $60,000,000 a year for five years to local 

police departments. The funds could be used for purchasing body cameras and conducting de-escalation 

training, as well as other activities. […] The package of bills also would provide federal grants for communities 

that practice violence intervention and prevention. It would offer assistance to law enforcement specifically 

addressing gun crimes and supporting shooting victims.” [New York Times, 9/22/22] 

 

Suozzi Co-Sponsored The Public Safety and Second Amendment Rights Protection Act, Which 

Would Expand Background Checks On All Commercial Firearm Sales 

 

116th Congress: Suozzi Co-Sponsored The Public Safety and Second Amendment Rights Protection Act. 

[Congress.gov, 11/3/17, Cosponsored 11/6/17] 

 

The Public Safety and Second Amendment Rights Protection Act Would Expand Background Checks On All 

Commercial Firearm Sales. SUOZZI: “[I] support House legislation like H.R. 4240, the Public Safety and Second 

Amendment Rights Protection Act. If adopted, the measure would expand background checks to include all 

commercial firearm sales, provide reasonable exceptions for family and friend transfers, and preserve Second 

Amendment rights. It would also offer states better federal funding to maintain proper record-sharing systems to 

help report criminals and the mentally ill. These are necessary steps to reduce the kind of senseless killings that 

have felled many of our children.” [Newsday, Opinion, 2/22/18] 

 

As Nassau County Executive, Suozzi Helped Lower Crime Levels To Historic Lows 

 

2009: Nassau County’s Total Crime Index Decreased By More Than 6.5% From 2001 Levels According to the 

New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services, the Nassau County total crime rate per 100,000 people in 

2001, the year before Suozzi took office as county executive, was 1726.0. In 2009, Suozzi’s last year as county 

executive, the total crime rate per 100,000 people was 1613.4. [New York State, Division Of Criminal Justice 

Services, Accessed 12/15/23] 

 

• 2009: Nassau County’s Violent Crime Index Decreased By More Than 7.5% From 2001 Levels. 

According to the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services, the Nassau County violent crime rate 

per 100,000 people in 2001, the year before Suozzi took office as county executive, was 199.8. In 2009, 

Suozzi’s last year as county executive, the violent crime rate per 100,000 people was 184.5. [New York State, 

Division Of Criminal Justice Services, Accessed 12/15/23] 

 

• The Nassau County Police Inspector Said Nassau County Had The Lowest Crime Rate In Over 42 Years. 

"Crime reports in the Third Precinct are down this year over last year according to Nassau County Police 

Inspector Kevin Canavan, who was the guest speaker at the Mineola Chamber of Commerce meeting Tuesday 

night[…] ‘When I came to this command last year, we had enjoyed in the county the lowest crime rate in over 

42 years,’ Canavan said. ‘The crime rate had continually gone down. It was a pretty tough act to follow.’ 

Eleven months into 2010, Canavan said that in terms of total overall crime, the precinct is down 13-percent 

down from “our lowest level in 42 years last year.” [Mineloa Patch, 11/16/10] 

 

…Has A Tough, Realistic Plan To Combat Illegal Immigration And Is A Common Sense 

Centrist Who Will Get Things Done. 

 

2019: Pete King And Suozzi New York Times Op-Ed Headline: “A Grand Compromise On Immigration” 

[New York Times, Pete King and Tom Suozzi Op-Ed, 3/24/19] 

 

Suozzi And King Proposed A Plan Where Five Million People, Including Dreamers, TPS Recipients, And 

Their Relatives, Would Become Eligible For A Path To Citizenship. “First, our plan would create a path to 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/22/us/politics/house-passes-police-funding-bills.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/4240/cosponsors
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https://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/crimnet/ojsa/tableau_index_crime.htm
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citizenship for approximately 1.9 million immigrants brought by their parents, without documentation, when they 

were 18 or under, the so-called Dreamers. To be eligible, they must have graduated from high school; have no 

record of criminal activity; and be either in the military, working full time for at least three years or attending 

college.  We would extend similar coverage to the 400,000 people who were invited to America and given 

temporary protective status after facing natural disasters, violence and extreme poverty in their home 

countries.  Finally, relatives of Dreamers, of T.P.S. recipients and of others who are undocumented — 

approximately 2.7 million more people — would be eligible for three years of protective status, renewable 

indefinitely, if they have been in the United States for a significant number of years and have no record of criminal 

activity.  Taken together, this represents five million people.” [New York Times, Peter King and Tom Suozzi Op-Ed, 

3/24/19] 

 

• Those Five Million People Would Pay $2,000 For Legal Protection, Which Would Fund Border Security 

Investments And Aid To Central American Countries. “Next, to qualify for protection, an undocumented 

person would be required to pay a $2,000 fee. If each of the five million paid that amount, our plan would 

generate $10 billion.  Some of that money, in turn, would be used to cover the administrative costs of this new 

program; we figure those costs would be $1.4 billion.  The remaining $8.6 billion would be split evenly: $4.3 

billion would pay for additional physical structures along the United States-Mexico border, as proposed by the 

Department of Homeland Security, and $4.3 billion would go to aid to El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras to 

help prevent further out-migration from those countries, as well as to radar technology, improved ports of entry, 

immigration judges, border patrol personnel and humanitarian assistance along the border, as recommended by 

the Department Homeland Security.” [New York Times, Peter King and Tom Suozzi Op-Ed, 3/24/19] 

 

Mazi Pilip (OPEN-NY-03) Backup Message #4 
 

Pilip is the handpicked candidate of the extremist Conservative Party and is running on a dangerous party platform 

that calls for a ban on abortions with no exceptions for rape and incest.  

 

Pilip Is The Handpicked Candidate Of The Extremist Conservative Party… 

 

Mazi Pilip Was Endorsed By The New York Conservative Party For The 2024 NY-03 Special Election. “The 

New York State Conservative Party today announced that Nassau County Legislator Mazi Pilip is its choice to run 

in the upcoming special election in New York’s 3rd Congressional District on Long Island.” [NY State Conservative 

Party via Facebook, press release, 12/14/23] 

 

• 12/14/23: The New York Conservative Party Unanimously Voted To Endorse Pilip. “The New York State 

Conservative Party today announced that Nassau County Legislator Mazi Pilip is its choice to run in the 

upcoming special election in New York’s 3rd Congressional District on Long Island. Ms. Pilip, who was also 

endorsed today by the New York State and Nassau Republican Party, will run against perennial Democrat 

candidate, former congressman Tom Suozzi.  Ms. Pilip was unanimously chosen by the Conservative Party’s 

executive committee, after being nominated for the office by Nassau County Conservative Party Chairman 

Daniel Donovan. Nassau Conservative Party Executive Vice President Chris Mistron seconded the 

nomination.” [New York Conservative Party, Press Release, 12/14/23] 

 

• New York Conservative Party Chair: “I Have Talked To [Pilip] Extensively, And Am Confident She 

Aligns With The Conservative Party’s Values.” “The New York State Conservative Party, in conjunction 

with the Nassau and Queens Conservative Party Committees, have chosen to endorse Mazi Melesa Pilips to run 

for the 3rd Congressional District after the expulsion of George Santos. She is an outstanding public official 

who will be an incredible candidate to keep this seat in the hands of our party. I have talked to her extensively, 

and am confident she aligns with the Conservative Party’s values.” [New York Conservative Party, 12/15/23] 
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Pilip Will Appear On Both The Republican And Conservative Party Ballot Lines In The 2024 Special 

Election. “A source told the News that Republican and Conservative leaders would file paperwork later Thursday 

to officially place Pilip on their ballot lines for the special election.” [Killeen Daily Herald, 12/14/23] 

 

…And Is Running On A Dangerous Party Platform That Calls For A Ban On Abortions 

With No Exceptions For Rape And Incest. 

 

Pilip Will Appear On Both The Republican And Conservative Party Ballot Lines In The 2024 Special 

Election. “A source told the News that Republican and Conservative leaders would file paperwork later Thursday 

to officially place Pilip on their ballot lines for the special election.” [Killeen Daily Herald, 12/14/23] 

 

The NY Conservative Party Supports Repealing New York’s Law Protecting Abortion Access And Only 

Allowing Abortion In Cases Of “Clearly Defined Conditions Hazardous To The Life Of The Mother.” “We 

believe that New York’s expanded abortion law should be repealed and the legislature should re-adopt the prior 

statute permitting therapeutic abortions only under the most clearly defined conditions hazardous to the life of the 

mother. Tax dollars should not be used to prevent or end a pregnancy, nor should they be used for non-residents to 

travel to NY and pay for their abortion.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative Program,” 

accessed 12/21/23] 

 

The NY Conservative Party Supports Repealing New York’s Law Protecting Abortion Access And Only 

Allowing “Therapeutic Abortion” In Cases Of “Clearly Defined Conditions Hazardous To The Life Of The 

Mother.” “We believe that New York’s expanded abortion law should be repealed and the legislature should re-

adopt the prior statute permitting therapeutic abortions only under the most clearly defined conditions hazardous to 

the life of the mother. Tax dollars should not be used to prevent or end a pregnancy, nor should they be used for 

non-residents to travel to NY and pay for their abortion.” [Conservative Party of New York State, “2023 Legislative 

Program,” accessed 12/21/23] 

 

1965: New York Amended Its Statute To Widen Life Of The Mother Exceptions. [New York University Law 

Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pg. 1798,  1/1/1991] 

 

 
 

[New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pg. 1798,  1/1/1991] 

 

19th Century: New York Fully Banned Abortion At All Phases Of Pregnancy, And Later Included A 

“Therapeutic Exception.” [New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion 

Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

• Brittanica: A Therapeutic Abortion Can Take Place Because The Pregnancy Endangers The Mother’s 

Life. “A therapeutic abortion is the interruption of a pregnancy before the 20th week of gestation because it 

endangers the mother’s life or health or because the baby presumably would not be normal.” [Encyclopedia 

Britannica, accessed 12/22/23] 
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• One Scholar, Cyrus Means, Argued That Therapeutic Exceptions In New York Were Driven Out Of 

Concern For The Life Of The Woman. [New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal 

Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

 

 
[…] 

 
 

[New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

1872: New York Passed A Law Increasing Its Penalty For Abortion To Between Four Years And 20 Years 

Imprisonment. [New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-

85,  1/1/1991] 

 

 
[…] 

 

 
 

[New York University Law Review, 66 (6), Samuel Buell, Criminal Abortion Revisited, pgs. 1784-85,  1/1/1991] 

 

Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher, On New York’s 1970 Legalization Of Abortion: “After 142 Years Of One Of The 

Most Restrictive Abortion Statutes — Allowing Abortions Only When Necessary To Preserve The Life Of 

The Mother — New York Suddenly Had The Most Liberal Abortion Law In The World.” “Three years before 

Roe v. Wade established a constitutional right to abortion, New York legalized the procedure in 1970, turning the 
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state into a magnet for women who wanted to terminate their pregnancies but were barred from doing so where they 

lived. […] The New York law allowed abortions to be performed within 24 weeks of pregnancy and at any time if 

the woman’s life was at risk. […]  ‘After 142 years of one of the most restrictive abortion statutes — allowing 

abortions only when necessary to preserve the life of the mother — New York suddenly had the most liberal 

abortion law in the world,’ wrote Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher, a birth control pioneer who advocated legalizing 

abortion, in a 1972 report.” [New York Times, 7/19/18] 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/19/us/politics/new-york-abortion-roe-wade-nyt.html

