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Mike Lawler Overview Backup 
 

Mike Lawler is a career political operative and former lobbyist who votes 100% of the time with Donald 

Trump, leading to higher costs on everything.  

 

Mike Lawler Is A Career Political Operative And Former Lobbyist Who Votes 

100% Of The Time With Donald Trump, Leading To Higher Costs On Everything.  

 

Backup Below 

 

Mike Lawler Message #1 Backup 
 

Mike Lawler’s loyalty to Trump is costing us and how Trump is now rewarding him for his loyalty: 

 

Lawler has voted with Trump 100% of the time. 

 

He voted eight times for Trump’s tariffs that are raising our costs by $4,200 per household, shrugging it 

off as “a little bit of short-term pain.” 

 

He voted six times to continue Trump’s reckless war in Iran, even though it has sent gas prices 

skyrocketing, calling the war a “righteous decision.” 

 

He voted for Trump’s $80 billion tax break for data center developers, costing taxpayers twice: once for 

the tax giveaway, and again through higher utility bills, which have gone up over 60% on Lawler’s 

watch. 

 

Now, Trump and his MAGA allies are rewarding Lawler by pouring millions of dollars of attack ads into 

this race to keep him in office. 

 

Mike Lawler’s Loyalty To Trump Is Costing Us And How Trump Is Now 

Rewarding Him For His Loyalty: 

 

Backup below. 

 

Lawler Has Voted With Trump 100% Of The Time. 

 

Lawler Voted With Trump 100% Of The Time 

 

Two Studies, One From CAP Action And One From VoteHub, Suggested That Lawler Had 

Supported Trump’s Agenda 100% Of The Time. “Two new studies suggest that New York Rep. Mike 

Lawler supported President Donald Trump’s agenda 100% of the time last year, a record that could 

undermine his claims of bipartisanship. The studies are from CAP Action, a progressive think tank, and 

VoteHub, a nonpartisan media company that analyzes polling. Both looked at how lawmakers voted on 

bills in 2025 on which the White House had expressed a clear opinion.” [American Journal News, 3/4/26] 

 

https://americanjournalnews.com/is-mike-lawler-a-moderate-two-separate-studies-say-no/
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He Voted Eight Times For Trump’s Tariffs That Are Raising Our Costs By $4,200 

Per Household, Shrugging It Off As “A Little Bit Of Short-Term Pain.” 

 

Lawler Voted For Trump’s Tariffs Eight Times 

 

Vote #1: Lawler Voted To Continue Trump’s Tariffs 

 

Lawler Voted Against Terminating The National Emergency That Imposed Tariffs On Goods 

From Canada. In February 2026, Lawler voted against: “Passage of the joint resolution that would 

terminate the Feb. 1, 2025, national emergency that imposed tariffs on goods from Canada.” The bill 

passed by a vote of 219-211. [H. J. Res. 72, Vote #65, 2/11/26; CQ, 2/11/26] 

 

• The House Voted To Rescind Trump’s Imposed Tariffs On Canada. “The House voted on 

Wednesday to rescind tariffs that President Trump imposed on Canada last year, delivering a largely 

symbolic but politically consequential rebuke that Republicans had fought for a year to prevent. In a 

219-to-211 vote, six Republicans joined nearly all Democrats in backing the resolution sponsored by 

Representative Gregory W. Meeks of New York, the top Democrat on the Foreign Affairs 

Committee. While the Senate has moved to cancel the president’s tariffs in recent months, the vote 

was the House’s first opportunity to formally register a position on Mr. Trump’s trade policy since he 

returned to the White House and began deploying tariffs as an economic strategy.” [New York Times, 

2/11/26] 

 

Vote #2: Lawler Voted To Continue Trump’s Tariffs 

 

Lawler Voted For Providing Consideration Of The Law-Enforcement Innovate To De-Escalate Act, 

The Undersea Cable Protection Act, The Securing America’s Critical Minerals Supply Act, And 

Blocking Consideration Of Joint Resolutions Terminating Trump’s Tariffs. In February 2026, 

Lawler voted for: “Adoption of the rule (H Res 1042) providing for floor consideration of the Law-

Enforcement Innovate to De-Escalate Act (HR 2189), the Undersea Cable Protection Act (HR 261), and 

the Securing America’s Critical Minerals Supply Act (HR 3617). The rule would allow for up to one hour 

of debate on each measure. It would consider as adopted a substitute amendment to HR 2189 appending 

the text of the Innovate Less Lethal to De-Escalate Tax Modernization Act (HR 4242), as reported by the 

Ways and Means Committee. It also would block the expedited consideration of joint resolutions 

terminating President Donald Trump's 2025 tariff actions under the Feb. 1, April 2, July 30, and Aug. 6 

executive orders by providing that each day during the period from Feb. 10, 2026 through July 31, 2026, 

will not constitute a calendar day under the federal law pertaining to terminating national emergencies.” 

The resolution was rejected by a vote of 214-217. [H. Res. 1042, Vote #60, 2/10/26; CQ, 2/10/26] 

 

• The House Rejected A Republican Effort To Delay, For Months, Any Vote On Cancelling 

President Trump’s Tariffs. “The House on Tuesday rejected a Republican effort to change the 

chamber’s rules and delay for months any vote on canceling President Trump’s tariffs, as G.O.P. 

defectors rebuked party leaders who have tried for a year to avoid weighing in on levies that are 

unpopular with many voters.” [New York Times, 2/10/26] 

 

Vote #3: Lawler Voted To Block Consideration Of An Amendment To Stop Trump’s Tariffs 

 

Lawler Voted For Blocking Consideration Of The Law-Enforcement Innovate To De-Escalate Act, 

The Undersea Cable Protection Act, And The Securing America’s Critical Minerals Supply Act. In 

February 2026, Lawler voted for: “Langworthy, R-N.Y., motion to order the previous question on the rule 

https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2026/roll065.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-314934?10
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/11/us/politics/trump-canada-tariffs.html
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2026/roll060.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-314911?4
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/10/us/politics/tariffs-house-legislative-day.html
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(H Res 1042) providing for floor consideration of the Law-Enforcement Innovate to De-Escalate Act (HR 

2189), the Undersea Cable Protection Act (HR 261), and the Securing America's Critical Minerals Supply 

Act (HR 3617).” According to the Congressional Record, Rep. Neguse said, “Mr. Speaker, if we defeat 

the previous question, I will offer an amendment to the rule to strike section 4, which would stop an 

attempt by Republican leadership to block the House from taking up-or-down votes on President Trump’s 

disastrous tariff policies through the end of July.” A vote for the motion was a vote to block consideration 

of the bill. The motion was agreed to by a vote of 216-214. [H. Res. 1042, Vote #59, 2/10/26; CQ, 

2/10/26; Congressional Record, 2/10/26] 

 

Vote #4: Lawler Voted To Extend Trump’s Tariff Authority 

 

September 2025: Lawler Voted For H Res 707, Which Extended Trump’s Tariff Authority 

Through March 2026. In September 2025, Lawler voted for H Res 707, which passed by a vote of 213-

211. According to a “vote note” from U.S. Rep. McClintock: “H Res 707 goes beyond the prerogative of 

the majority to decide what bills are  taken to the floor.  This resolution amends existing law to extend the 

authority of the President to impose tariffs until March 30.  That makes this a substantive question of 

policy and the responsibility of individual members to pass judgment.  Under the Constitution, the power 

to impose tariffs is a congressional power and needs to be restored to Congress.” [Congress.gov, H Res 

707, Vote #268, 9/16/25; U.S. Rep Tom McClintock, 9/16/25] 

  

• September 2025: Nearly Every U.S. House Republican Voted To Effectively Block Congress 

From Challenging Trump’s Tariff Authority Through March 2026. “House Republicans voted in 

near lockstep Tuesday to again cede congressional power over tariffs to President Donald Trump.  A 

measure that effectively blocks challenges to Trump’s sweeping global tariff declarations through 

March 2026 was adopted on a 213-211 vote. The vote was gaveled down only after GOP whips had a 

drawn-out struggle on the floor with a band of Republicans who initially opposed the legislation 

before flipping to yes. The vote was held open for more than a half-hour as they worked to bring the 

members back on board.” [Politico, 9/16/25] 

 

Vote #5: Lawler Voted To Block Consideration Of Joint Resolutions To Terminate Trump’s Tariffs 

 

Lawler Voted For Blocking Expedited Consideration Of Joint Resolutions Terminating Trump’s 

Tariff Actions And Considering The Senate Amendment To The FY 2025 Budget Resolution. In 

April 2025, Lawler voted for: “Adoption of the rule (H Res 313) that would provide for floor 

consideration of the Senate amendment to the fiscal 2025 budget resolution (H Con Res 14). The rule 

would provide up to one hour of debate on a motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the measure. It 

also would block the expedited consideration of joint resolutions terminating President Donald Trump’s 

tariff actions under the April 2 executive order by providing that each day during the period from April 9, 

2025 through Sept. 30, 2025, will not constitute a calendar day under the federal law pertaining to 

terminating national emergencies.” The rule was adopted by a vote of 216-215. [H. Res. 313, Vote #94, 

4/9/25; CQ, 4/9/25] 

 

• House Republicans Pushed A Procedural Rule That Would Curb Congress’s Power To 

Override Trump’s Tariffs. “Republicans are quietly pushing a procedural rule that would curb the 

power of the US Congress to override Donald Trump’s chaotic tariff policy. The House of 

Representatives’ rules committee on Wednesday approved a measure that would forbid the House 

from voting on legislation to overturn the president’s recently imposed taxes on foreign imports.” 

[The Guardian, 4/9/25] 

 

https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2026/roll059.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-314910?3
https://www.congress.gov/119/crec/2026/02/10/172/28/CREC-2026-02-10-house.pdf
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025268?Date=09%2F16%2F2025
https://mcclintock.house.gov/newsroom/vote-notes-legislation/vote-note-h-res-707
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/09/16/congress/house-again-votes-to-surrender-tariff-powers-to-trump-00566975
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll094.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-309438?7
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/09/trump-tariffs-house-republicans-rules


  
 

dccc.org  
 

Vote #6: Lawler Voted To Block Consideration Of An Amendment To Terminate Trump’s Tariffs 

 

Lawler Voted For Blocking Consideration Of An Amendment Striking A Section Of The Rule That 

Would Prevent The House From Voting On Trump’s Tariffs. In April 2025, Lawler voted for: “Foxx-

N.C., motion to order the previous question (thus ending debate and possibility of amendment).” 

According to the Congressional Record, Rep. McGovern said, “Mr. Speaker, I am going to urge that we 

defeat the previous question. I will offer an amendment. My amendment will simply strike section 2 of 

the rule. That section, tucked in the rule by Republicans this morning, prevents the House from voting on 

Trump’s disastrous worldwide tariffs, the ones destroying the economy and raising prices on regular 

Americans.” A vote for the motion was a vote to block consideration of the bill. The motion was agreed to 

by a vote of 217-212. [H Res 313, Vote #93, 4/9/25; CQ, 4/9/25; Congressional Record, 4/9/25] 

 

Vote #7: Lawler Voted To Block Consideration Of A Resolution To Terminate Trump’s Tariffs 

 

Lawler Voted For Blocking Consideration Of A Joint Resolution To Terminate Trump’s Tariffs. In 

April 2025, Lawler voted for: “Foxx, R-N.C., motion to order the previous question (thus ending debate 

and possibility of amendment).” According to the Congressional Record, Rep. McGovern said, “Mr. 

Speaker, I ask that we defeat the previous question. If we do, I will offer an amendment to the rule to 

bring up H.J. Res. 91, a joint resolution to terminate the reckless tariffs that President Trump has put in 

place.” A vote for the motion was a vote to block consideration of the bill. The motion was agreed to by a 

vote of 213-211. [H Res 294, Vote #91, 4/8/25; CQ, 4/8/25; Congressional Record, 4/8/25] 

 

Vote #8: Lawler Voted To Block Congress’ Ability To Challenge Trump’s Tariffs 

 

Lawler Voted For Considering The FY 2025 Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Bill, The 

Pandemic Unemployment Fraud Enforcement Act, And The Joint Resolution Disapproving Of An 

Internal Revenue Service Rule Relating To Digital Asset Sales. In March 2025, Lawler voted for: 

“Adoption of the rule (H Res 211) that would provide for floor consideration of the fiscal 2025 full-year 

continuing appropriations bill (HR 1968); the Pandemic Unemployment Fraud Enforcement Act (HR 

1156); and the joint resolution (H J Res 25) providing for congressional disapproval of an Internal 

Revenue Service rule relating to digital asset sales. It would provide up to one hour of general debate on 

each measure. It would self-execute the Cole, R-Okla., manager’s amendment to HR 1968 that would 

make technical corrections. The rule would also block expedited consideration of joint resolutions to 

terminate national emergencies declared by President Donald Trump on Feb. 1, 2025, by specifying that 

each day for the remainder of the first session of the 119th Congress will not be considered a calendar day 

under the National Emergencies Act.” The rule was adopted by a vote of 216-214. [H Res 211, Vote #67, 

3/11/25; CQ, 3/11/25] 

 

• New York Times: “House Republican Leaders On Tuesday Quietly Moved To Shield Their 

Members From Having To Vote On Whether To End President Trump’s Tariffs.” “House 

Republican leaders on Tuesday quietly moved to shield their members from having to vote on 

whether to end President Trump’s tariffs on Mexico, Canada and China, tucking language into a 

procedural measure that effectively removed their chamber’s ability to undo the levies. [New York 

Times, 3/11/25] 

 

• Politico: “GOP Leadership Slipped Language Into A House Rule On Their Stopgap Funding 

Bill That Would Prevent Any Member Of Congress From Bringing Up A Resolution 

Terminating Trump’s Declaration Of A National Emergency.” “GOP leadership slipped language 

into a House rule on their stopgap funding bill that would prevent any member of Congress from 

bringing up a resolution terminating Trump’s declaration of a national emergency over fentanyl and 

https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll093.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-309434?5
https://www.congress.gov/119/crec/2025/04/09/171/64/CREC-2025-04-09-house.pdf
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll091.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-309365?3
https://www.congress.gov/119/crec/2025/04/08/171/63/CREC-2025-04-08-house.pdf
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll067.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-308911?5
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/11/us/politics/trump-tariffs-house-gop-vote.html
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undocumented immigrants entering the U.S. The president has used that emergency declaration to 

justify his tariffs on Canada, Mexico and China.” [Politico, 3/11/25] 

 

• Reuters: The Procedural Vote Blocked “The Ability Of Congress To Quickly Challenge Tariffs 

Imposed By President Trump That Have Rattled Financial Markets.” “The Republican-

controlled U.S. House of Representatives voted on Tuesday to block the ability of Congress to 

quickly challenge tariffs imposed by President Donald Trump that have rattled financial markets. […] 

The provision was tucked into a procedural vote related to the Republicans' six-month stopgap 

funding bill.” [Reuters, 3/11/25] 

 

Tariffs Were Raising Costs On The Average Household By $4,200 

 

2025: Trump’s Tariffs Increased The Cost Of Living By More Than $1,700 Per Family.  “Following 

the Supreme Court’s decision today to overturn Trump’s tariffs, the Joint Economic Committee – 

Minority released an updated report estimating that American families have already paid more than 

$1,700 each in tariff costs since President Trump took office. Combining Treasury Department data on 

the amount of tariff revenue collected across the first year of Trump’s term with independent estimates 

from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the percent of each tariff dollar that is paid by 

American consumers, the Committee found that they paid more than $231 billion in total tariff costs 

between February 2025 and January 2026, an average of more than $1,700 per family.  ‘President 

Trump’s tariffs have been a disaster for American families, driving costs up at the worst possible time,’ 

said U.S. Senator Maggie Hassan, Ranking Member of the Joint Economic Committee. ‘While the 

Supreme Court has thankfully and correctly ruled that much of Trump’s tariff agenda was an illegal 

exercise of presidential power, today’s ruling cannot undo the damage that tariffs have already caused.’” 

[Joint Economic Committee, Press Release, 2/20/26]  

 

March 2026: Families Were Projected To Pay More Than $2,500 More Due To Tariffs This Year. 

“The Joint Economic Committee – Minority today released new data estimating that families could pay 

more than $2,500 in tariffs costs this year. Following the Supreme Court’s ruling that the bulk of the 

President’s tariff agenda was illegal, the administration moved immediately to enact new tariffs that 

Treasury Secretary Bessent claims will result in ‘virtually unchanged tariff revenue in 2026.’” [Joint 

Economic Committee, Press Release, 3/13/26] 

 

Lawler Shrugged Off The Impacts Of Tariffs, Stating There May Be “A Little Bit Of 

Short-Term Pain” 

 

Lawler On The Tariffs: “So Bottom Line Is, Yes, Obviously There May Be A Little Short-Term 

Pain Here.” LAWLER: “The fact is countries all across the globe have tariffs and barriers to entry in 

place against US products. This has a profound impact on costs here in America. It also has a profound 

impact on jobs. Part of what the President is trying to do is set a level playing field and actually have free 

and fair trade across the globe. So if country has a 10% or 50% or 100% tariff on US goods, he’s going to 

apply a reciprocal tariff on them. [...] Part of what all Americans should be looking for is not only that we 

do have free trade but that we bring jobs back to the United States, inclusive of manufacturing jobs. 

Tariffs are a vehicle by which to do that.  In the long term, obviously, it can have a profound impact. But 

in the immediate, I think the objective is to set about a negotiation with these countries. Look at Canada, 

for instance, their economy will collapse if these tariffs stay in place too long. So bottom line is, yes, 

obviously there may be a little short-term pain here but the objective long term is to actually have fair 

trade that reduces costs, reduces prices, and brings jobs back to the United States.” [GOP Accountability 

via YouTube, 2:10, uploaded 5/29/25] (VIDEO) 

 

https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/03/11/congress/house-republicans-move-to-block-vote-on-trumps-tariffs-00223947
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/house-republicans-block-congress-ability-challenge-trump-tariffs-2025-03-11/
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/2026/2/updated-data-american-families-have-already-paid-more-than-1-700-each-in-tariff-costs-since-trump-entered-office
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/2026/3/update-families-to-pay-2-500-in-tariff-costs-this-year
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPlIigxjDCs&feature=youtu.be
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Lawler Voted Six Times To Continue Trump’s Reckless War In Iran Even Though 

It Sent Gas Prices Skyrocketing, Calling The War A “Righteous Decision” 

 

Lawler Voted Six Times To Continue The War In Iran 

 

September 2026: Lawler Voted For A Sixth Time To Continue The War In Iran 

 

September 15, 2026: Lawler Voted Against The War Powers Resolution To Direct The President 

To Remove Armed Forces From Hostilities With Iran. On September 15, 2026, Lawler voted against: 

“H. Con. Res. 93 – Directing the President, pursuant to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution, to 

remove United States Armed Forces from hostilities with Iran.”  The resolution passed in the House 220-

204. [U.S. House Clerk, H.Con. Res. 93, Vote #307, 9/15/26] 

 

July 2026: Lawler Voted For A Fifth Time To Continue The War In Iran 

 

July 23, 2026: Lawler Voted No On The War Powers Resolution To Direct The President To 

Remove Armed Forces From Hostilities With Iran. On 7/23/26, Lawler voted NO on “H. Con. Res. 89 

- Directing the President, pursuant to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution, to remove United States 

Armed Forces from hostilities with Iran.”  The resolution passed in the House 214-208. [U.S. House 

Clerk, H. Con. Res. 89, Vote# 282, 7/23/26] 

  

• 7/23/26: Associated Press: The House Passed A Resolution To Halt U.S. Military Action In Iran 

In A Bipartisan Vote. “The House on Thursday narrowly passed a resolution to halt U.S. military 

action in Iran, sending a warning to President Donald Trump for the second time as the war has 

escalated and the future of the conflict is increasingly uncertain.  The 214-208 vote requiring 

congressional approval for the war comes as the Senate is expected to consider a similar resolution 

later Thursday morning. Though the votes forced by Democrats are largely symbolic, they are meant 

as a strong signal to the Republican president that his support on Capitol Hill is chipping away as the 

war drags on and lawmakers in both parties have questioned his administration’s endgame.” 

[Associated Press, 7/23/26] 

 

June 2026: Lawler Voted Against A Bipartisan Effort To Rein In The War In Iran 

 

June 3, 2026: Lawler Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. On June 3, 2026, Lawler 

voted against “H.Con.Res.86 - Directing the President, pursuant to section 5(c) of the War Powers 

Resolution, to remove United States Armed Forces from hostilities with Iran.” The bill was passed by a 

vote of 215-208. [H. Con. Res. 86, Vote #199, 6/3/26] 

  

• TIME Headline: “Four Republicans Join Democrats In House Vote To Rein In Trump’s Iran 

War Powers” [TIME, 6/3/26] 

 

May 2026: Lawler Cast The Deciding Vote To Continue The War In Iran 

 

May 2026: Lawler Cast The Deciding Vote Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. On May 14, 

2026, Lawler voted against “Directing the President, pursuant to section 5(c) of the War Powers 

Resolution, to remove the United States Armed Forces from hostilities against the Islamic Republic of 

Iran” The bill was rejected by a vote of 212-212.” [H. Con. Res. 75, Vote #170, 5/14/26] 

  

https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026307?Page=2&RollCallNum=307
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026282?Page=2
https://apnews.com/article/iran-congress-war-powers-resolution-vote-0ba2387a476fe08de0bfd6281adb9639
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-concurrent-resolution/86?loclr=cga-member
https://time.com/article/2026/06/04/trump-iran-war-powers-resolution-house-republicans/
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026170
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• Reuters Headline: “US House Narrowly Rejects Bid To Rein In Trump Iran War Powers” 

[Reuters, 5/14/26] 

 

April 2026: Lawler Voted To Continue The War In Iran 

 

April 16, 2026: Lawler Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. In April 2026, Lawler voted 

against: “Passage of the concurrent resolution that would direct the president to terminate the use of U.S. 

armed forces from hostilities against Iran unless explicitly authorized by a declaration of war or specific 

authorization for use of military force against Iran. The measure would exempt the use of U.S. armed 

forces that may be necessary to defend the U.S. or a U.S. ally or partner from imminent attack.” The bill 

was rejected by a vote of 213-214. [H Con Res 40, Vote #114, 4/16/26; CQ, 4/16/26] 

  

• NBC News Headline: “House Effort To End Trump's War With Iran Fails By One Vote” [NBC 

News, 4/16/26] 

 

March 2026: Lawler Voted To Continue The War In Iran 

  

March 5, 2026: Lawler Voted No On Removing The U.S. Armed Forces From Unauthorized 

Hostilities In Iran. On 3/5/26, Lawler voted NO on “H.Con.Res.38 - Directing the President pursuant to 

section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from unauthorized 

hostilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The bill failed in the House 212-219. [U.S. House Clerk, H. 

Con. Res. 38, House Roll Call Vote 85, 3/5/26] 

  

• The War Powers Resolution Would Have Required President Trump To Obtain Congressional 

Authorization For His Air War In Iran. “The U.S. House of Representatives rejected an effort on 

Thursday to stop President Donald Trump's air war on Iran and require that any hostilities against Iran 

be authorized by Congress, backing the Republican president's military campaign on the sixth day of 

the expanding conflict. The vote was 219 to 212, largely along party lines, in the House, where 

Trump's fellow Republicans control a narrow majority of seats. Two Republicans voted in favor of 

the resolution and four Democrats voted against it. […] Supporters said the resolution, by requiring 

Trump to come to Congress for a war authorization, would force him to explain to Americans why 

the U.S. is fighting and how it might end.” [Reuters, 3/6/26] 

 

The Iran War Raised Gas Prices, Costing NY-17 Residents $504 More Since Its Start 

 

The Iran War Caused Gas Prices To Increase As The Conflict Disrupted Oil Supplies. “As prices 

are surging across the United States as the fallout from the U.S.-Israeli attack on Iran continues to choke 

global oil supplies.  The national average for a gallon of regular gasoline jumped by 14% in a week to 

$3.41 on Saturday, according to data from the AAA motor club.” [Time, 3/7/26]  

 

Time Headline: “Gas Prices Surge In U.S. As Iran War Chokes Global Oil Supply. What You Need 

To Know.”  [Time, 3/7/26] 

 

NY Post Headline: “Fed’s Preferred Inflation Gauge Worsens As Iran War Sends Food, Energy 

Prices Surging.” [NY Post, 5/28/26] 

 

The Iran War Drove Up Energy Prices And Inflation. “US inflation increased at its fastest pace in 

three years in April, driven by higher energy prices amid the war with Iran, and cementing economists’ 

views that the Federal Reserve could hold interest rates unchanged well into next year.” [NY Post, 

5/28/26] 

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-house-narrowly-rejects-bid-rein-trump-iran-war-powers-2026-05-14/
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2026/roll114.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-315677?14
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/house-resolution-end-trumps-war-iran-fails-one-vote-rcna332178
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/85#:~:text=lawler
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-house-rejects-war-powers-resolution-backs-trump-iran-war-2026-03-05/
https://time.com/7383060/gas-prices-iran-war-oil/
https://time.com/7383060/gas-prices-iran-war-oil/
https://nypost.com/2026/05/28/business/inflation-gauge-worsens-as-iran-war-sends-food-energy-prices-surging/
https://nypost.com/2026/05/28/business/inflation-gauge-worsens-as-iran-war-sends-food-energy-prices-surging/
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Joint Economic Committee Minority: NY-17 Families Had Spent An Average Of $504 More On 

Gas Since The Start Of The Iran War. “Gas prices have soared since the start of Trump’s Iran War. In 

total, people across NY‐17 have spent $122 million more on gas since the beginning of the war, with 

families in NY‐17 spending $504.” [Joint Economic Committee Minority, Fact Sheet- NY-17, July 2026] 

 

Lawler Defended The Iran War, Calling It A “Righteous Decision” 

 

CNN Headline: “GOP Rep. On Trump's Iran War: ‘I'm Not Worried About The Political 

Consequences Of A Righteous Decision.’” [CNN, 4/14/26] 

 

VIDEO: Lawler Said He Was Not Worried About The Political Consequences Of “A Righteous 

Decision” And Added That Iran Was “A Major Problem That Needed To Be Dealt With.” 

COLLINS: “Yeah, but there’s this war happening. Does it make it harder? “LAWLER: “No. Look, the 

president made”  COLLINS: “You don’t think the war makes it harder for Republicans–“LAWLER: “I 

don’t.”  COLLINS: –“to maintain the majority.”  LAWLER: “I don’t, and I’m not worried about the 

political consequences of a righteous decision. The fact is that the ayatollah and this regime needed to be 

eliminated. The president made a very difficult but necessary one last summer when he struck Iran’s 

nuclear facilities. He made a difficult but necessary one when he went after their ballistic missile 

capability. People are talking about the Strait of Hormuz and Iran’s control of it, and the blockade that 

they created. What would happen if they had a nuclear weapon trying to extort the U.S., Europe, and 

others in the Middle East? This is a major problem that needed to be dealt with.” [CNN, 0:00 4/14/26] 

 

He Voted For Trump’s $80 Billion Tax Break For Data Center Developers… 

 

7/3/25: Lawler Voted For Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill  

 

7/3/25: Lawler Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, Lawler voted for: “Motion to 

concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring 

individual and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration 

enforcement and air traffic control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to 

partly offset the cost. Among other provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and 

appropriate more than $448 billion in mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other 

needs, including $153 billion for defense, $89 billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for 

border control and security. It also would increase the state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 

annually for five years for households making up to $500,000 a year until 2030, when it would 

permanently revert to $10,000.” The motion was agreed to by a vote of 218-214. [H.R. 1, Vote #190, 

7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

White House Press Release: “President Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Is Now The Law.” [White 

House, Press Release, 7/4/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave $80 Billion In Tax Breaks To Data Center Developers 

 

American Prospect: The Tax Benefits In The One Big Beautiful Bill “Have Trickled Up The Most 

To Just Six Companies, Primarily Silicon Valley Titans That Are Dominating The AI Boom And 

Spending Lavishly On Data Centers.” “Last year, corporations ran away with one of the biggest federal 

income tax breaks in history, thanks to rule changes, write-offs, and credits made permanent in President 

Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA). According to a recent analysis by the Institute on 

https://drive.usercontent.google.com/download?id=1p0cUnLmU8X3hR6wmLolkRyeyJq9BzeL1&authuser=0&acrobatPromotionSource=gdrive_chrome-list
https://www.cnn.com/2026/04/14/politics/video/war-iran-donald-trump-ayatollah-oil-prices-gas-prices-president-strait-of-hormuz-rep-mike-lawler-kaitlan-collins-new-york
https://www.cnn.com/2026/04/14/politics/video/war-iran-donald-trump-ayatollah-oil-prices-gas-prices-president-strait-of-hormuz-rep-mike-lawler-kaitlan-collins-new-york
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll190.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-311526?20
https://www.whitehouse.gov/releases/2025/07/president-trumps-one-big-beautiful-bill-is-now-the-law/
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Taxation and Economic Policy (ITEP), companies avoided paying more than $200 billion in federal 

income tax in 2025. The latest cuts have helped dozens of corporations, like Tesla, CVS, and liquefied 

natural gas behemoth Cheniere, pay zero in federal income tax while raking in more than $100 billion, but 

the benefits have trickled up the most to just six companies, primarily Silicon Valley titans that are 

dominating the AI boom and spending lavishly on data centers.” [The American Prospect, 8/17/26] 

 

• Google-Parent Alphabet, Amazon, Meta, JPMorgan Chase, And Nvidia, Which Were Invested 

In Hyperscale Data Centers, Received An Estimated Together Received $83 Billion In Federal 

Income Tax Breaks In 2025. “Matthew Gardner, a senior fellow at ITEP and author of the institute’s 

latest report, estimates that Microsoft, Google-parent Alphabet, Amazon, Meta, JPMorgan Chase, and 

Nvidia, despite holding close to half a trillion dollars in cash reserves, together received $83 billion in 

federal income tax breaks last year, about 40 percent of the total granted to all corporations. What 

these hyperscalers and Jamie Dimon’s bank (which is deeply involved in financing data centers) 

saved in federal income taxes is equivalent to roughly one-fifth of what hundreds of thousands of 

other entities paid in federal corporate taxes in 2025.” [The American Prospect, 8/17/26] 

 

• American Prospect: Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, Data Center Companies Were Able To 

Claim 100% Bonus Depreciation On Infrastructure Investments, Which Lowered Their 

Federal Tax Burden And Left Them “Flush With Tons Of Extra Cash To Continue Building 

Out More Infrastructure, Like Data Centers.”  “Clever accounting, greenlit by Congress, has 

helped the Big Tech giants secure those massive gains. They’ve claimed billions in tax credits for 

research and development and selling products built using their intellectual property abroad. They’ve 

leaned on stock options to compensate their employees, in order to deflate how the IRS calculates 

their profits. And the hyperscalers have been able to write off billions in capital expenditures on AI 

infrastructure like data centers essentially overnight, preemptively claiming the machines they’ve 

installed have undergone wear and tear, years before they actually have. That process, known as 

‘bonus depreciation,’ had been used by the feds to jump-start the economy at various points in the last 

25 years, first in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, then during the recovery after the Great Recession. 

They began appearing outside of economic emergencies during the first Trump administration as part 

of another sweeping tax cut. That most recent measure was set to be phased out last year until 

OBBBA expanded and codified it forever, allowing companies to write off up to 100 percent of 

infrastructure investments in the first year of spending on them. That’s left a handful of highly 

profitable companies flush with tons of extra cash to continue building out more infrastructure, like 

data centers, power plants, and memory chips, reaping further tax credits down the line as they go.” 

[The American Prospect, 8/17/26] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Reported To Make It Easier To Build Data Centers And 

Give Developers “Enormous” Tax Breaks 

 

HEADLINE: “Factories, Data Centers Will Get A Boost From The ‘One Big, Beautiful Bill’” 

[Investopedia, 7/22/25] 

 

Investopedia: The One Big Beautiful Bill Was “Likely To Spur New Waves Of Investment” In AI. 

“The manufacturing sector is set to get a big boost from President Donald Trump’s ‘One Big, Beautiful 

Bill,’ which is likely to spur new waves of investment, especially in sectors 

like AI and biotechnology.  The sprawling budget bill introduces a series of tax deductions and credits for 

businesses, especially those that invest in research and development (R&D), AI buildouts, and domestic 

factory construction.” [Investopedia, 7/22/25] 

 

https://prospect.org/2026/08/17/companies-got-83-billion-tax-breaks-last-year/
https://prospect.org/2026/08/17/companies-got-83-billion-tax-breaks-last-year/
https://prospect.org/2026/08/17/companies-got-83-billion-tax-breaks-last-year/
https://www.investopedia.com/factories-data-centers-set-to-get-boost-from-big-beautiful-bill-11775909
https://www.investopedia.com/factories-data-centers-set-to-get-boost-from-big-beautiful-bill-11775909
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The One Big Beautiful Bill’s Tax Changes “Could Provide A Boon For AI Production In The U.S., 

Especially Amid A Surge In Data Center Construction.” “The bill offers immediate deductions for 

investments made into research and development, including retroactively from 2022. The bill also boosts 

the tax credit for semiconductor production to 35% from 25% previously. Together, these changes could 

provide a boon for AI production in the U.S., especially amid a surge in data center construction by 

companies like Microsoft (MSFT), Alphabet (GOOG), Amazon (AMZN), and Meta Platforms (META).” 

[Investopedia, 7/22/25] 

 

A Senior Research Analyst From Brownstone Said The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Result In 

“Enormous” Short-Term Tax Savings For Data Center Builders. “Because both the factory itself and 

the machinery inside can be deducted immediately, some analysts said this could incentivize companies 

to build more of their supply chains in the U.S. ‘This ‘reshoring super-deduction’ dramatically lowers the 

after-tax cost of domestic investment. This should encourage the onshoring of supply chains and 

manufacturing capacity and create more jobs for Americans,’ wrote Brownstone Research Senior Analyst 

Nick Rokke. […] The bill offers immediate deductions for investments made into research and 

development, including retroactively from 2022. The bill also boosts the tax credit for semiconductor 

production to 35% from 25% previously. Together, these changes could provide a boon for AI production 

in the U.S., especially amid a surge in data center construction by companies like Microsoft (MSFT), 

Alphabet (GOOG), Amazon (AMZN), and Meta Platforms (META). ‘With new data center costs 

reaching into the tens of billions of dollars, the short-term tax savings are enormous,’ Rokke wrote. ‘This 

change alone frees up billions in cash flow for the hyperscalers. And that cash will almost certainly be 

reinvested into even more compute infrastructure.’” [Investopedia, 7/22/25] 

 

• The Bill’s Provisions Benefiting Data Centers Included “Immediate Deductions For 

Investments Made Into Research And Development.” “The bill offers immediate deductions for 

investments made into research and development, including retroactively from 2022. The bill also 

boosts the tax credit for semiconductor production to 35% from 25% previously. Together, these 

changes could provide a boon for AI production in the U.S., especially amid a surge in data center 

construction by companies like Microsoft (MSFT), Alphabet (GOOG), Amazon (AMZN), and Meta 

Platforms (META). ‘With new data center costs reaching into the tens of billions of dollars, the short-

term tax savings are enormous,’ Rokke wrote. ‘This change alone frees up billions in cash flow for 

the hyperscalers. And that cash will almost certainly be reinvested into even more compute 

infrastructure.’” [Investopedia, 7/22/25] 

 

• The Bill’s Provisions Benefiting Data Centers Included Increasing A Tax Credit For 

Semiconductor Production. “The bill offers immediate deductions for investments made into 

research and development, including retroactively from 2022. The bill also boosts the tax credit for 

semiconductor production to 35% from 25% previously. Together, these changes could provide a 

boon for AI production in the U.S., especially amid a surge in data center construction by companies 

like Microsoft (MSFT), Alphabet (GOOG), Amazon (AMZN), and Meta Platforms (META). ‘With 

new data center costs reaching into the tens of billions of dollars, the short-term tax savings are 

enormous,’ Rokke wrote. ‘This change alone frees up billions in cash flow for the hyperscalers. And 

that cash will almost certainly be reinvested into even more compute infrastructure.’” [Investopedia, 

7/22/25] 

 

… Costing Taxpayers Twice: Once For The Tax Giveaway, And Again Through 

Higher Utility Bills, Which Have Gone Up Over 60% On Lawler’s Watch. 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Gave $80 Billion In Tax Breaks To Data Center Developers 

 

https://www.investopedia.com/factories-data-centers-set-to-get-boost-from-big-beautiful-bill-11775909
https://www.investopedia.com/factories-data-centers-set-to-get-boost-from-big-beautiful-bill-11775909
https://www.investopedia.com/factories-data-centers-set-to-get-boost-from-big-beautiful-bill-11775909
https://www.investopedia.com/factories-data-centers-set-to-get-boost-from-big-beautiful-bill-11775909
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American Prospect: The Tax Benefits In The One Big Beautiful Bill “Have Trickled Up The Most 

To Just Six Companies, Primarily Silicon Valley Titans That Are Dominating The AI Boom And 

Spending Lavishly On Data Centers.” “Last year, corporations ran away with one of the biggest federal 

income tax breaks in history, thanks to rule changes, write-offs, and credits made permanent in President 

Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA). According to a recent analysis by the Institute on 

Taxation and Economic Policy (ITEP), companies avoided paying more than $200 billion in federal 

income tax in 2025. The latest cuts have helped dozens of corporations, like Tesla, CVS, and liquefied 

natural gas behemoth Cheniere, pay zero in federal income tax while raking in more than $100 billion, but 

the benefits have trickled up the most to just six companies, primarily Silicon Valley titans that are 

dominating the AI boom and spending lavishly on data centers.” [The American Prospect, 8/17/26] 

 

• Google-Parent Alphabet, Amazon, Meta, JPMorgan Chase, And Nvidia, Which Were Invested 

In Hyperscale Data Centers, Received An Estimated Together Received $83 Billion In Federal 

Income Tax Breaks In 2025. “Matthew Gardner, a senior fellow at ITEP and author of the institute’s 

latest report, estimates that Microsoft, Google-parent Alphabet, Amazon, Meta, JPMorgan Chase, and 

Nvidia, despite holding close to half a trillion dollars in cash reserves, together received $83 billion in 

federal income tax breaks last year, about 40 percent of the total granted to all corporations. What 

these hyperscalers and Jamie Dimon’s bank (which is deeply involved in financing data centers) 

saved in federal income taxes is equivalent to roughly one-fifth of what hundreds of thousands of 

other entities paid in federal corporate taxes in 2025.” [The American Prospect, 8/17/26] 

 

• American Prospect: Under The One Big Beautiful Bill, Data Center Companies Were Able To 

Claim 100% Bonus Depreciation On Infrastructure Investments, Which Lowered Their 

Federal Tax Burden And Left Them “Flush With Tons Of Extra Cash To Continue Building 

Out More Infrastructure, Like Data Centers.”  “Clever accounting, greenlit by Congress, has 

helped the Big Tech giants secure those massive gains. They’ve claimed billions in tax credits for 

research and development and selling products built using their intellectual property abroad. They’ve 

leaned on stock options to compensate their employees, in order to deflate how the IRS calculates 

their profits. And the hyperscalers have been able to write off billions in capital expenditures on AI 

infrastructure like data centers essentially overnight, preemptively claiming the machines they’ve 

installed have undergone wear and tear, years before they actually have. That process, known as 

‘bonus depreciation,’ had been used by the feds to jump-start the economy at various points in the last 

25 years, first in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, then during the recovery after the Great Recession. 

They began appearing outside of economic emergencies during the first Trump administration as part 

of another sweeping tax cut. That most recent measure was set to be phased out last year until 

OBBBA expanded and codified it forever, allowing companies to write off up to 100 percent of 

infrastructure investments in the first year of spending on them. That’s left a handful of highly 

profitable companies flush with tons of extra cash to continue building out more infrastructure, like 

data centers, power plants, and memory chips, reaping further tax credits down the line as they go.” 

[The American Prospect, 8/17/26] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Projected To Raise Electricity Costs For Households 

 

CNBC: Annual Energy Costs For New York Households Would Rise By An Average Of $170 By 

2035 

 

CNBC: Annual Energy Costs For Households In New York Were Projected To Rise By An Average 

Of $170 Due To The One Big Beautiful Bill. “Electricity prices are expected to surge higher throughout 

the next decade due to energy policy changes in President Donald Trump’s ‘big beautiful’ bill, according 

to a new analysis from Energy Innovation, a non-partisan energy and climate think tank.  Signed July 4, 

https://prospect.org/2026/08/17/companies-got-83-billion-tax-breaks-last-year/
https://prospect.org/2026/08/17/companies-got-83-billion-tax-breaks-last-year/
https://prospect.org/2026/08/17/companies-got-83-billion-tax-breaks-last-year/
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the bill mandates expanded oil and gas leasing, caps clean energy subsidies and rolls back tax credits that 

helped to make wind, solar and other clean power cheaper for manufacturers and more affordable for 

consumers, says Robbie Orvis, senior director for modeling and analysis at Energy Innovation.   When 

the clean energy tax credits phase out at the end of 2025, that will bump up electricity costs for ordinary 

Americans, Orvis says.   That’s largely because higher costs for clean energy development will slow the 

pace of new supply, just as U.S. energy demand hits record highs, he says, resulting in higher electricity 

bills and increased reliance on natural gas, which will also become more expensive with rising demand. 

[…] Overall, household energy costs will rise by $170, on average, by 2035, researchers found. And that 

estimate may be conservative. A report from Princeton University’s Rapid Energy Policy Evaluation and 

Analysis Toolkit pegs the average increase at $280 a year by 2035.” [CNBC, 7/14/25] 

 

Electricity Price Hike Per State 

State Price 

New York $170 

[CNBC, 7/14/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Raise Electricity Prices For Consumers 

 

Rhodium: The House-Passed Republican Reconciliation Bill Would Raise Households’ Energy 

Costs. “Work is underway in Congress to construct and pass a budget reconciliation bill or bills to meet 

an array of priorities and policy objectives set by President Trump. Most of these priorities focus on 

increasing spending on defense and border security as well as extending and possibly expanding the tax 

cuts enacted in Trump’s first term. In this note, we estimate how much energy costs could rise for 

households and industry if Congress chooses to partially pay for these priorities through the rollback and 

repeal of key pollution regulations and energy tax credits. We find that on a national level, households see 

an increase in annual energy costs of $184 in 2030 and $371 in 2035. However, households in many 

states see much higher cost increases than the national average. This includes Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, 

New Mexico, and Texas, which, at the upper bound of our estimates, see annual cost increases of $250-

$326 per household in 2030. In 2035, California, Oregon, and Washington all see estimated annual cost 

increases of over $800 per household. The rollback and repeal of regulations and tax credits also increase 

costs for industrial manufacturers. We estimate an increase of $8-14 billion in total energy spending 

across the industrial sector in 2030 and 2035. We provide impacts for each of the 50 states on the 

ClimateDeck as part of this analysis.” [Rhodium Group, 3/20/25]  

 

CEBA: Repealing The Federal Clean Energy Technology -Neutral Investment And Production Tax 

Credits Would Raise American Consumers Costs By More Than $110 Per Year.  “The Clean Energy 

Buyers Association (CEBA) today released a study conducted by NERA Economic Consulting showing 

that repealing the federal clean energy technology-neutral investment (§48E) and production tax credits 

(§45Y) would raise average U.S. residential electricity prices by nearly 7% by 2026 – equating to an 

average yearly increase of more than $110 for the average American residential customer. For American 

businesses, electricity bills would increase by about 10% by 2026 if the tax credits are repealed, with 

costs likely passed on to consumers in the form of higher prices for goods and services. Additionally, 

repealing the credits would decrease available capacity on the grid by 167 gigawatts (GW) at a time when 

generation is critical to supporting the 21st century industries of America such as artificial Intelligence 

and advanced manufacturing, to win the economic race against China.” [Clean Energy Buyers 

Association, 2/25/25]  

 

The Republican Reconciliation Bill Would Raise The National Average Retail Electricity Rates By 

9% In 2030. “A tax package on track to pass both chambers of Congress would raise electricity prices, 

accelerate the release of heat-trapping greenhouse gases and undercut low-emission energy investments, 

https://www.cnbc.com/2025/07/14/how-much-trumps-big-beautiful-bill-could-raise-electricity-costs.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/07/14/how-much-trumps-big-beautiful-bill-could-raise-electricity-costs.html
https://rhg.com/research/the-stakes-for-energy-costs-in-budget-reconciliation/
https://cebuyers.org/blog/ceba-report-repealing-clean-energy-tax-credits-would-raise-electricity-prices-for-american-families-and-job-creators-across-the-united-states/
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according to researchers who have analyzed the legislation. [...] Overall, the bill would raise ‘national 

average retail electricity rates and monthly household electricity bills by about 9% in 2030,’ researchers at 

Princeton University concluded.” [NJ Spotlight News, 6/5/25]  

 

• HEADLINE: “Republican Tax Bill Will Raise Electricity Prices, Analysts Say.” [NJ Spotlight 

News, 6/5/25]  

 

January 2021-April 2026: The Average Electricity Price In New York Went Up By Over 60 

Percent During Lawler’s Tenure As An Elected Official 

 

January 2021: Lawler Started His Term As A State Assembly Member. “Party: 

Republican  Predecessor: Ellen Jaffee (D)  Previous jobs: Checkmate Strategies LLC; Deputy town 

supervisor of Orangetown; Adviser to the Westchester County executive; executive director of the New 

York Republican State Committee  Twitter handle: @Lawler4NY  Current residence: Pearl River, 

Rockland County  Place of birth: Suffern, Rockland County  Top priority in office: Making New York 

more affordable for working families, seniors and young people just starting out.” [City & State, 1/11/21] 

 

January 2021-April 2026: According To Official New York State Data, The Monthly Average 

Retail Price Of Electricity – Residential Went Up From 18.3 Cents Per Kilowatt Hour To 29.5 

Cents Per Kilowatt Hour. [NYSERDA, Energy Prices, 7/9/26] 

 

• The Increase Represented A 61% Increase. [Percent Change Calculator, accessed 7/17/26] 

 

Now, Trump And His MAGA Allies Are Rewarding Lawler By Pouring Millions Of 

Dollars Of Attack Ads Into This Race To Keep Him In Office. 

 

Trump-Aligned PACs Announced Spending At Least $3.4 Million For Lawler 

 

Trump-Aligned PAC, Safety And Affordability PAC, Announced It Was Spending $3.4 Million To 

Help Lawler. “The House district the Safety and Affordability PAC has spent the most on so far is 

Maine’s 2nd District, an open seat currently held by retiring Democratic Rep. Jared Golden that leans 

Republican. It dropped more than $4.5 million there, coming in third for ad spending after the GOP-

backed Congressional Leadership Fund and the Democratic-aligned House Majority PAC, which spent 

nearly double that amount.  The Trump-aligned PAC is also spending in races that lean Democrat, like 

New Jersey’s 3rd District, a seat currently held by Republican Rep. Tom Kean. Across the river, it spent 

$3.4 million to help Republican Rep. Mike Lawler, considered to be one of the most vulnerable members 

running in New York’s 17th District.” [Bloomberg Government, 9/21/26] 

 

Republican Outside Groups Had Already Spent Over $2 Million Attacking Cait Conley 

 

Progressive Champions PAC, A Shadow Republican Super PAC, Spent $1.5 Million Attacking Cait 

Conley 

 

June 2026: Progressive Champions PAC Spent $1.5 Million Opposing Cait Conley. [FEC, 

Progressive Champions PAC, 6/12/26] 

 

https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2025/06/republican-tax-bill-will-raise-electricity-prices-say-analysts/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2025/06/republican-tax-bill-will-raise-electricity-prices-say-analysts/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2021/01/meet-all-the-new-state-lawmakers/175296/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Energy-Prices/Electricity/Monthly-Avg-Electricity-Residential
https://www.calculatorsoup.com/calculators/algebra/percent-change-calculator.php
https://news.bgov.com/bloomberg-government-news/trump-aligned-super-pacs-spend-in-safe-seats-plus-toss-ups
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00950352/2000161/se
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[FEC, Progressive Champions PAC, 6/12/26] 

 

Politico: Progressive Champions PAC “Disclosed On Monday That It Was Exclusively Funded By 

A Republican-Linked Group.” “Lawler, one of the country’s most vulnerable Republicans, has been 

pressing Conley to accept his challenge of six debates since she won the Democratic primary last month. 

Conley spokesperson Maddy Rosen told Playbook that the challenger will debate Lawler, but did not 

specify how many she would participate in.  ‘It’s cute that after Mike Lawler spent six months and over 

$1.5 million trying not to face Cait he’s now eager to spend time with her,’ Rosen said in a statement, 

referring to the $1.5 million in spending during the primary against Conley from Progressive Champions 

PAC, which disclosed on Monday that it was exclusively funded by a Republican-linked group. ‘As Cait 

said on election night, she very much looks forward to debating him and holding lying Lawler 

accountable.’” [Politico, 7/21/26] 

 

FEC: Progressive Champions PAC Had A Singular Donor, Conservative Americans PAC. [FEC, 

Conservative Americans PAC, 7/20/26]  

 

• Conservative Americans PAC “Dedicated To Electing True Conservatives Who Will Fight The 

Radical Left.” was a Super PAC “Conservative Americans PAC is an independent-expenditure 527 

(Super PAC) dedicated to electing true conservatives who will fight the radical left, socialists and 

woke mob to ensure that America continues to be a strong, free and prosperous nation.” 

[Conservative Americans PAC, accessed 9/24/26] 

 

September 2026: CLF Spent Over $600,000 Attacking Cait Conley 

 

CLF Spent $688,000 On Digital Placements Opposing Cait Conley. [FEC, CLF- 24 Hour Reports, 

accessed 9/24/26] 

 

CLF Spend Opposing Conley 

Purpose Date Amount 

Digital Placement 9/16/26 $225,000.00 

Digital Placement 9/9/26 $225,000.00 

Digital Placement 9/2/26 $238,000.00 

TOTAL: $688,000.00 

[FEC, CLF- 24 Hour Reports, accessed 9/24/26] 

 

Mike Lawler Message #2 Backup 
 

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00950352/2000161/se
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/new-york-playbook/2026/07/21/menins-husband-finds-his-firm-in-politically-inconvenient-tax-trouble-01005822
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00950352/2000161/sa/11C
https://www.conservativeamericanspac.com/
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00504530/?tab=filings
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00504530/2013953/se
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00504530/2011647/se
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00504530/2010878/se
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00504530/?tab=filings
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Lawler has voted with Trump 100% of the time, including eight times for Trump’s tariffs that are raising 

our costs by $4,200 per household and for his $80 billion tax giveaway to data center developers that are 

jacking up our utility bills. 

 

Lawler Has Voted With Trump 100% Of The Time… 

 

Lawler Voted With Trump 100% Of The Time 

 

Two Studies, One From CAP Action And One From VoteHub, Suggested That Lawler Had 

Supported Trump’s Agenda 100% Of The Time. “Two new studies suggest that New York Rep. Mike 

Lawler supported President Donald Trump’s agenda 100% of the time last year, a record that could 

undermine his claims of bipartisanship. The studies are from CAP Action, a progressive think tank, and 

VoteHub, a nonpartisan media company that analyzes polling. Both looked at how lawmakers voted on 

bills in 2025 on which the White House had expressed a clear opinion.” [American Journal News, 3/4/26] 

 

Including Eight Times For Trump’s Tariffs That Are Raising Our Costs By $4,200 

Per Household… 

 

Backup above. 

 

… And For His $80 Billion Tax Giveaway To Data Center Developers That Are 

Jacking Up Our Utility Bills. 

 

Data Centers Were Raising Utility Bills In New York Due To Rising Energy Demands 

 

New York Public Interest Research Group Headline: “Data Centers: An Important Cause Of 

Rising Utility Bills.” [New York Public Interest Research Group, 12/1/25] 

 

New York Public Interest Research Group: “The Construction And Use Of These Data Centers Is 

Driving A Rise In Utility Rates All Across The Nation And New York Is Not Immune.” “The 

construction and use of these data centers is driving a rise in utility rates all across the nation and New 

York is not immune. Indeed, recent government reports now expect a significant rise in energy based on 

an explosion in industry demands for more data centers and this will result in higher electricity prices. 

That’s of particular concern for renters, homeowners and small businesses, which are already struggling 

to pay their energy bills.” [New York Public Interest Research Group, 12/1/25] 

 

New York Was Projected To See A “Surge In Electricity Demand” Due To Rapid Expansion Of 

Data Centers, Which Would Raise Electricity Costs. “Demand for electricity also plays a significant 

role. When demand is low, cheaper and more efficient generators can meet the need, resulting in lower 

prices. However, during periods of high demand, especially in summer, older, less efficient and more 

expensive generators are called upon to meet consumer needs, which also can drive supply prices up. The 

NYISO’s 2025 Load & Capacity Data Report Gold Book forecasts that annual electricity usage in New 

York will rise by more than 16% over the next decade, indicating that demand pressures will continue to 

influence prices. […] In the future, New York is projected to see surge in electricity demand driven by the 

rapid expansion of semiconductor manufacturing and new data centers, particularly those supporting 

artificial intelligence and cloud computing. Massive projects like the proposed $6.3 billion Stream U.S. 

Data Center at the STAMP industrial site in Genesee County and a $1.5 billion facility in Niagara Falls 

are just the beginning of a broader trend. These facilities, which can house thousands of servers operating 

https://americanjournalnews.com/is-mike-lawler-a-moderate-two-separate-studies-say-no/
https://www.nypirg.org/capitolperspective/data-centers-an-important-cause-of-rising-utility-bills/?utm_source=gemini#:~:text=Those%20computer%20buildings%20are%20known%20as%20%E2%80%9Cdata,this%20will%20result%20in%20higher%20electricity%20prices.
https://www.nypirg.org/capitolperspective/data-centers-an-important-cause-of-rising-utility-bills/?utm_source=gemini#:~:text=Those%20computer%20buildings%20are%20known%20as%20%E2%80%9Cdata,this%20will%20result%20in%20higher%20electricity%20prices.
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around the clock, require enormous amounts of power – some approaching 500 to 1,000 megawatts 

(MW), enough to power hundreds of thousands of homes.” [New York Independent System Operator, 

10/30/25] 

 

Mike Lawler Message #3 Backup 
 

Mike Lawler is a self-dealing career political operative and former utility lobbyist who puts his corporate 

donors over the Hudson Valley: 

 

Lawler was a lobbyist for monopoly utility companies. He’s taken tens of thousands from the utility 

industry, then voted to hike our utility costs. Meanwhile, Hudson Valley families have seen their rates 

increase by over 60%. 

 

Lawler took nearly half a million dollars from Big Pharma and insurance companies, while voting to let 

them raise New Yorkers’ monthly premiums by as much as 50% and jack up the cost of prescription 

drugs. 

 

All the while, he’s funneled more than 700,000 dollars – including from his own campaigns — back to his 

own political consulting firm, lining his pockets. 

 

Mike Lawler Is A Self-Dealing Career Political Operative… 

 

Lawler Was A Career Political Operative 

 

Politico: “Before His Time In The House, Lawler Honed His Skills As An Operative Working As A 

Lobbyist, Political Consultant And Party Boss.” “Before his time in the House, Lawler honed his skills 

as an operative working as a lobbyist, political consultant and party boss. But the lines between the three 

roles often blurred together — a reality that now poses a political liability as Democrats eye his suburban 

congressional seat as a prime pickup opportunity this year.” [Politico, 5/6/26] 

 

… And Former Utility Lobbyist Who Puts His Corporate Donors Over The Hudson 

Valley 

 

Backup Below 

 

Lawler Was A Lobbyist For Monopoly Utility Companies  

 

2020: Lawler Was A Lobbyist For New Yorkers For Affordable Energy, A Group That 

Was Called A Front For Utilities And Had Multiple Utility Monopolies As Its Members 

 

Lawler Worked As A Lobbyist For New Yorkers For Affordable Energy 

 

January 2020: New Yorkers For Affordable Energy Filed A Lobbyist Registration Form, Listing 

Checkmate Strategies As Its Principal Lobbyist And Michael Lawler As Its Sole Individual 

Lobbyist. According to the New York State Commission on Ethics and Lobbying in Government, on 

January 5th, 2020, New Yorkers for Affordable Energy filed a lobbyist registration form. The form listed 

Checkmate Strategies, LLC as the principal lobbyist, and named Michael Lawler as the sole individual 

https://www.nyiso.com/-/electricity-prices-are-up-in-new-york.-what-are-the-drivers?utm_source=gemini#:~:text=According%20to%20Power%20Trends%202025%2C%20this%20thinning,new%20resources.%20Breaking%20down%20the%20electric%20bill.
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/05/06/overlapping-payments-reveal-mike-lawlers-deep-history-as-a-political-operative-00907538


  
 

dccc.org  
 

lobbyist on the contract. [New York State Commission on Ethics and Lobbying in Government, Lobbyist 

Registration, filed 1/5/20] 

 

 
[New York State Commission on Ethics and Lobbying in Government, Lobbyist Registration, filed 

1/5/20] 

 

New Yorkers For Affordable Energy Was Called A “Front Group” For Utilities And The Oil And 

Gas Industry 

 

The Energy And Policy Institute Called New Yorkers For Affordable Energy A “Front Group” 

Who Represented Utility Companies And Major Gas Industry Interests. “New Yorkers for 

Affordable Energy is a front group whose utility company members include National Grid, Avangrid, 

Central Hudson, and National Fuel. The group, which advocates for expanding methane gas infrastructure 

in New York, also receives support from other major gas industry interests, such as the American 

Petroleum Institute, Williams Companies, and Millennium Pipeline.   NY4AE played a central role in 

opposition to New York’s landmark climate law, the 2019 Climate Leadership and Community Protection 

Act (CLCPA). The CLCPA requires New York to reduce economy-wide greenhouse gas emissions 40% 

by 2030 and no less than 85% by 2050 from 1990 levels.” [Energy and Policy Institute, accessed 

11/12/25] 

 

New Yorkers For Affordable Energy’s Membership Included Utility Monopolies Like Avangrid 

And Dominion Energy 

 

Avangrid Was A Steering Committee Member Of Lawler’s Lobbying Client, New Yorkers For 

Affordable Energy. [New Yorkers for Affordable Energy via Internet Archive, archived 4/6/22] 

 

https://reports.ethics.ny.gov/publicquery/ViewFiling/ODM0NTk1
https://reports.ethics.ny.gov/publicquery/ViewFiling/ODM0NTk1
https://energyandpolicy.org/category/front-groups/new-yorkers-for-affordable-energy/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220406134637/https:/www.ny4affordableenergy.com/ourcoalition/
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[New Yorkers for Affordable Energy via Internet Archive, archived 4/6/22] 

 

Dominion Energy Was A Member Of Lawler’s Lobbying Client, New Yorkers For Affordable 

Energy. [New Yorkers for Affordable Energy via Internet Archive, archived 4/6/22] 

 

 

 
[New Yorkers for Affordable Energy via Internet Archive, archived 4/6/22] 

 

Avangrid And Dominion Energy Were Monopolies 

 

2023: The Ithaca Times Reported That Avangrid Could “Arbitrarily Increase Energy Prices Due 

To Its Monopoly Status.” “The Town and City of Ithaca are working towards establishing a program 

that could bring lower energy prices to residents while building more sustainable and local energy 

sources. The program, which was originally called Community Choice Aggregation has since been re-

titled, TGEN, which stands for Tompkins Green Energy Network. If all goes according to plan, it will 

allow locals to choose where they source their energy from. As things currently stand when it comes to 

energy providers in New York State, residents don’t have much of a choice to make. Avangrid, the parent 

company of New York State Electric & Gas (NYSEG) and Rochester Gas & Electric (RG&E) — which 

together supply power for around 3.7 million people in upstate New York — can arbitrarily increase 

energy prices due to its monopoly status. As a result, New Yorkers have faced seemingly endless 

increases in their energy costs.” [Ithaca Times, 7/12/23] 

 

Dominion Energy Was Regulated In Virginia As A Monopoly By The State Corporation 

Commission. “Dominion Energy is a utility corporation that provides power to two-thirds of Virginians. 

The Dominion name and logo are inescapable: on monthly bills, utility trucks, and regional offices; on the 

glass headquarters that towers over Richmond and the nearby Dominion Energy Center for performing 

arts; at the Charity Classic golf tournament and all the other sports events and philanthropies that the 

utility sponsors. Dominion is regulated as a monopoly by the State Corporation Commission, or SCC, 

whose task is to set fair rates for the customer and a fair return for the utility. Dominion also provides 

more than $1 million a year in campaign gifts to Virginia politicians (the state places no limits on political 

https://web.archive.org/web/20220406134637/https:/www.ny4affordableenergy.com/ourcoalition/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220406134637/https:/www.ny4affordableenergy.com/ourcoalition/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220406134637/https:/www.ny4affordableenergy.com/ourcoalition/
https://www.ithaca.com/news/ithaca/competing-with-the-nyseg-monopoly-tgen-to-create-community-power-at-lower-costs/article_a3b81b70-20c6-11ee-ac30-1bf5b045a0fe.html
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contributions), including members of the general assembly, who pass the legislation that determines how 

the company is regulated. The main authors of these bills are Dominion’s lawyers and lobbyists.” 

[Atlantic, 6/13/23] 

 

He’s Taken Tens Of Thousands From The Utility Industry, Then Voted To Hike 

Our Utility Costs.  

 

Lawler Has Taken At Least $22,000 From The Utilities Industry 

 

January 2026: Lawler’s FEC Report Showed That He Received $11,000 From Utility PACs. [FEC, 

Lawler for Congress, 2025 Q4 Report, filed 1/20/26] 

 

Q4 2025: Utility PAC Donations To Lawler For Congress 

Donor Name Date Amount 

PowerPAC of the Edison Electric 

Institute 

12/31/2025 $2,500.00 

Consolidated Edison Inc. 

Employees’ PAC 

12/18/2025 $1,000.00 

Edison International PAC 12/31/2025 $5,000.00 

Avangrid PAC 12/5/2025 $2,500.00 

Total: $11,000.00 

[FEC, Lawler for Congress, 2025 Q4 Report, filed 1/20/26] 

 

2024: Lawler Received $11,524 From The Electric Power Utilities Industry. [OpenSecrets, accessed 

7/17/26] 

 

 
[OpenSecrets, accessed 7/17/26] 

 

2025: Lawler Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill, Which Was Estimated To Raise 

Energy Costs By $169 

 

Lawler Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

July 2025: Lawler Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, Lawler voted for: 

“Motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in 

expiring individual and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration 

enforcement and air traffic control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to 

partly offset the cost. Among other provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and 

appropriate more than $448 billion in mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other 

needs, including $153 billion for defense, $89 billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for 

border control and security. It also would increase the state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 

annually for five years for households making up to $500,000 a year until 2030, when it would 

permanently revert to $10,000.” The motion was agreed to by a vote of 218-214. [HR 1, Vote #190, 

7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2023/06/plutocrat-vs-monopoly/674319/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00815415/1933887/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00815415/1933887/
https://www.opensecrets.org/profiles/mike-lawler/us_congress/industries?cycle=2024&mpid=1100341&display=combined
https://www.opensecrets.org/profiles/mike-lawler/us_congress/industries?cycle=2024&mpid=1100341&display=combined
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll190.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-311526?20
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The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Estimated To Raise New Yorkers’ Energy Costs By $169 

 

CNN Estimated That The Average New York Household Would Pay $169 More In Energy Costs 

Per Year As A Result Of The One Big Beautiful Bill. [CNN, 6/27/25] 

 

 
[CNN, 6/27/25] 

 

CNN: “Energy Innovation Found Wholesale Electricity Prices Would Increase By 50% By 2035.” 

“House Republicans gutted energy savings and clean energy tax credits in President Donald Trump’s 

“big, beautiful” tax bill — taking aim at funds that are creating thousands of jobs in GOP states and 

saving homeowners money on their bills. It’s all on the chopping block. The House GOP passed Trump’s 

tax package on a narrow vote Thursday morning. The bill now heads to the Senate. The bill would end tax 

credits that helped lower the cost of electric vehicles, energy efficient appliances, rooftop solar and 

insulation. In last-minute changes to the bill, Republicans sped up the timelines for phasing out key clean 

energy tax credits. [...] Orvis said the Republican tax bill could not only hurt future projects, it will likely 

hurt existing manufacturing facilities as well. ‘Some of the proposed language in the (bill) text actually 

puts existing facilities at risk because they will no longer qualify to receive some of the tax credits that 

they got financing on,’ Orvis said. The cost of electricity for everyday Americans and businesses would 

also go up; Energy Innovation found wholesale electricity prices would increase by 50% by 2035. This is 

in large part because solar and wind energy are cheaper than fossil fuels.” [CNN, 5/22/25]  

 

Electricity Prices Could Increase By An Average Of 7.3% For Households And 10.6% For 

Businesses Nationwide As A Result Of The Big Beautiful Bill. “Congress moved one step closer to 

passing President Donald Trump’s ‘One Big, Beautiful Bill’ this week — and with that, one step closer to 

spiking power bills across the nation. The bill would rapidly phase out tax credits for clean energy, 

slowing the construction of solar, wind, and battery projects, which made up over 90% of new electricity 

connected to the grid last year. Repealing those tax credits would come at a steep cost to utility customers 

in every state, according to NERA analysis commissioned by the Clean Energy Buyers Association. The 

most impacted states could see electricity prices rise by nearly 30% by 2029. […] Households and 

businesses in Wyoming, Illinois, and New Mexico would see the biggest jump in energy costs should the 

tax credits be repealed. Nationwide, electricity prices would increase by an average of 7.3% for 

households and 10.6% for businesses, worsening the increasingly steep energy costs Americans face.” 

[Canary Media, 7/3/25] 

 

Princeton University Researchers Said The Big Beautiful Bill Would Raise The National Average 

Retail Electricity Rates By 9% In 2030. “A tax package on track to pass both chambers of Congress 

would raise electricity prices, accelerate the release of heat-trapping greenhouse gases and undercut low-

emission energy investments, according to researchers who have analyzed the legislation. [...] Overall, the 

bill would raise ‘national average retail electricity rates and monthly household electricity bills by about 

9% in 2030,’ researchers at Princeton University concluded.” [NJ Spotlight News, 6/5/25]  

 

Meanwhile, Hudson Valley Families Have Seen Their Rates Increase By Over 60%. 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/27/climate/trump-tax-bill-energy-costs-dg
https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/27/climate/trump-tax-bill-energy-costs-dg
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/21/climate/trump-tax-bill-jobs-impacts
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/big-beautiful-bill-state-costs
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2025/06/republican-tax-bill-will-raise-electricity-prices-say-analysts/
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2021-2026: Since Lawler Had Taken Office, Utility Rates In New York Had Risen 61% 

 

January 2021: Lawler Assumed State Assembly Office 

 

January 2021: Lawler Was Sworn Into State Assembly Office. “Assemblyman Mike Lawler 

(R,C,I,SAM-Pearl River) was in Albany Wednesday for his first day of session and swearing-in 

ceremony. As the 2021 Legislative Session begins, Lawler is fully prepared to fight for the residents of 

Rockland County and work tirelessly on their behalf to make the community a better, safer place to live.” 

[Hudson Valley Press, 1/13/21] 

 

January 2021-April 2026: The Average Electricity Price In New York Went Up By Over 60 Percent  

 

January 2021- April 2026: According To Official New York State Data, The Monthly Average 

Retail Price Of Electricity – Residential Went Up From 18.3 Cents Per Kilowatt Hour To 29.5 

Cents Per Kilowatt Hour. [NYSERDA, Energy Prices, 7/9/26] 

 

• The Increase Represented A 61% Increase. [Percent Change Calculator, accessed 7/17/26] 

 

 
[Percent Change Calculator, accessed 7/17/26] 

 

Lawler Took Nearly Half A Million Dollars From Big Pharma And Insurance 

Companies…  

 

Lawler Took $460,000 From Big Pharma And Insurance Companies 

 

2022- 2026: Lawler Took Over $460,000 From Big Pharma And Insurance Companies. 

[OpenSecrets, accessed 7/17/26] 

 

2022- 2026: Lawler Money From Big Pharma + Insurance Companies 

Cycle Industry Amount 

2022 Insurance companies, brokers & agents $22,000 

2022 Insurance $1,000 

2022 Property & casualty insurance $2,000 

2022 Pharmaceutical manufacturing $1,000 

2024 Insurance companies, brokers & agents $141,665 

2024 Life insurance $58,351 

https://hudsonvalleypress.com/2021/01/13/assemblyman-lawler-is-sworn-in-to-office/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Energy-Prices/Electricity/Monthly-Avg-Electricity-Residential
https://www.calculatorsoup.com/calculators/algebra/percent-change-calculator.php
https://www.calculatorsoup.com/calculators/algebra/percent-change-calculator.php
https://www.opensecrets.org/profiles/mike-lawler/us_congress/industries?cycle=2022&display=combined&mpid=1100341
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2024 Property & casualty insurance $45,474 

2024 Accident & health insurance $10,772 

2024 Pharmaceutical manufacturing $14,390 

2026 Insurance companies, brokers & agents $82,287 

2026 Life insurance $46,224 

2026 Property & casualty insurance $30,616 

2026 Accident & health insurance $4,005 

2026 Pharmaceutical manufacturing $6,000 

Total: $465,784 

[OpenSecrets, accessed 7/17/26] 

 

… While Voting To Let Them Raise New Yorkers' Monthly Premiums By As Much 

As 50% And Jack Up The Cost Of Prescription Drugs. 

 

Lawler Failed To Pass An Extension To The ACA Tax Credits, Allowing Insurance 

Companies To Raise Monthly Premiums By As Much As 52% 

 

Lawler Voted For The Big Beautiful Bill, Which Failed To Extend The ACA Tax Credits  

 

July 2025: Lawler Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, Lawler voted for: 

“Motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in 

expiring individual and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration 

enforcement and air traffic control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to 

partly offset the cost. Among other provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and 

appropriate more than $448 billion in mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other 

needs, including $153 billion for defense, $89 billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for 

border control and security. It also would increase the state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 

annually for five years for households making up to $500,000 a year until 2030, when it would 

permanently revert to $10,000.” The motion was agreed to by a vote of 218-214. [HR 1, Vote #190, 

7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

Center On Budget And Policy Priorities Said The Big Beautiful Bill Failed To Extend ACA Tax 

Credits, Causing An Estimated 4.2 Million People To Lose Coverage. “Roughly 15 million people 

will lose health coverage and become uninsured by 2034 because of the Medicaid and ACA marketplace 

cuts in the Republican megabill, the law’s failure to extend enhanced premium tax credits for ACA 

marketplace coverage, and other harmful ACA marketplace rule changes, according to CBO estimates. 

CBO estimates that 10 million people will become uninsured due to Medicaid and ACA marketplace cuts 

in the law, including 7.5 million people who will lose Medicaid in 2034 (with interactions). 

An additional 4.2 million will lose marketplace coverage because the law failed to extend the premium 

tax credit enhancements, which lower annual premiums by more than $700, on average, for people who 

receive them.” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 8/27/25] 

 

2026: New York Health Insurance Companies Announced They Would Be Raising Rates By As 

Much As 52% 

 

2027: New York Health Insurance Companies Proposed An Average Rate Increase Of 20.7 Percent, 

With The Highest Average Rate Request Being 52.1% From UnitedHealthcare Of New York. 

[Georgetown Center on Health Insurance Reforms, 6/18/26] 

 

https://www.opensecrets.org/profiles/mike-lawler/us_congress/industries?cycle=2022&display=combined&mpid=1100341
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll190.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-311526?20
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/by-the-numbers-harmful-republican-megabill-will-take-health-coverage-away-from
https://chir.georgetown.edu/early-signals-suggest-a-second-year-of-double-digit-marketplace-premium-increases/
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[Georgetown Center on Health Insurance Reforms, 6/18/26] 

 

Lawler Voted To Reverse The Inflation Reduction Act’s Drug Price Negotiation Authority 

Which Helped Lower Drug Prices For Seniors 

 

Lawler Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill 

 

July 2025: Lawler Voted For H.R. 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, Lawler voted for: 

“Motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in 

expiring individual and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration 

enforcement and air traffic control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to 

partly offset the cost. Among other provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and 

appropriate more than $448 billion in mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other 

needs, including $153 billion for defense, $89 billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for 

border control and security. It also would increase the state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 

annually for five years for households making up to $500,000 a year until 2030, when it would 

permanently revert to $10,000.” The motion was agreed to by a vote of 218-214. [HR 1, Vote #190, 

7/3/25; CQ, 7/3/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Reversed Key Components Of Medicare’s Drug Price Negotiation 

Authority Enacted Under The Inflation Reduction Act Which Helped Lower Drug Prices For 

Seniors 

 

The Big Beautiful Bill Reversed Key Components Of Medicare’s Drug Price Negotiation Authority 

https://chir.georgetown.edu/early-signals-suggest-a-second-year-of-double-digit-marketplace-premium-increases/
https://clerk.house.gov/evs/2025/roll190.xml
https://plus.cq.com/doc/floorvote-311526?20
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Enacted Under The Inflation Reduction Act. “One of the OBBB’s most consequential changes 

reversed key components of Medicare’s drug price negotiation authority, enacted under the Inflation 

Reduction Act of 2022. The OBBB expanded the list of drugs exempt from negotiation and delayed 

implementation of new price controls. According to the Congressional Budget Office, these changes are 

projected to cost the government approximately $5 billion in lost savings over the next decade.” 

[Pharmacy Times, 8/5/25] 

 

The Drug Price Negotiations From The Inflation Reduction Act Were Estimated To Save Seniors 

1.5 Billion In Annual Out-Of-Pocket Costs. “The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) of 2022 created a new 

ability for Medicare to negotiate prices for the most expensive drugs the program covers. The first set of 

negotiated drug prices will go into effect in 2026 and are estimated to save $1.5 billion in annual out-of-

pocket costs for Medicare beneficiaries while saving the Medicare program $6 billion per year. The 

negotiated prices are a minimum of 38% off the 2023 list price.” [Medicare Rights, 10/9/25] 

 

And He’s Voted 100% Of The Time With Trump, Even When It Raised Our Costs. 

 

Backup Below 

 

All The While, He’s Funneled More Than 700,000 Dollars – Including From His 

Own Campaigns — Back To His Own Political Consulting Firm, Lining His 

Pockets. 

 

Lawler Funneled Over $720,000 From His Own Campaigns, Local Parties, And Nonprofits 

He Worked For To Checkmate Strategies 

 

Politico: “Advocacy And Political Groups Controlled By Rep. Mike Lawler Paid More Than 

$720,000 To The Political Consulting Firm He Co-Founded, A Comprehensive Review Of Public 

Records By POLITICO Shows.” “Advocacy and political groups controlled by Rep. Mike Lawler paid 

more than $720,000 to the political consulting firm he co-founded, a comprehensive review of public 

records by POLITICO shows.  The arrangement is not illegal, according to ethics watchdogs, but it raises 

conflict of interest questions from his past as the Republican House member seeks reelection in one of the 

most competitive battleground seats in the country.  Lawler, a co-founder of the political consulting firm 

Checkmate Strategies, owned a 50 percent stake in that business and has directed advocacy-oriented 

nonprofits, political committees and campaigns for public office that paid it for its services. Lawler sold 

his stake in Checkmate Strategies last year, a deal he said netted him up to $50,000, according to a 

personal financial disclosure form filed in August.” [Politico, 5/6/26] 

 

Lawler’s Campaigns Paid His Firm $500,000 

 

Politico: After Previous Reporting That Lawler’s Campaigns Paid His Firm $500,000 Politico 

Found That “Lawler Directed A Host Of Organizations That Paid A Combined Total Of At Least 

$221,515 To Checkmate For Its Services Between 2019 And 2021.” “POLITICO has previously 

reported that Lawler’s campaigns paid his former firm $500,000 for campaign services. A new analysis of 

other campaign finance and lobbying records shows that in addition to those payments, before entering 

Congress, Lawler directed a host of organizations that paid a combined total of at least $221,515 to 

Checkmate for its services between 2019 and 2021.  Before his time in the House, Lawler honed his skills 

as an operative working as a lobbyist, political consultant and party boss. But the lines between the three 

roles often blurred together — a reality that now poses a political liability as Democrats eye his suburban 

congressional seat as a prime pickup opportunity this year.  Lawler founded Checkmate Strategies in 2018 

https://www.pharmacytimes.com/view/examining-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act-on-prescription-drugs-benefits-and-criticisms
https://www.medicarerights.org/medicare-watch/2025/10/09/negotiated-prices-take-effect-for-ten-drugs-in-2026
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/05/06/overlapping-payments-reveal-mike-lawlers-deep-history-as-a-political-operative-00907538
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with Chris Russell, a political operative who now serves as his campaign spokesperson. Two years 

before Lawler divested from the firm in 2025, he valued his stake in the business at 50 percent.” 

[Politico, 5/6/26] 

 

Nonprofits Lawler Led And Served As A Director At Paid Checkmate $192,000 

 

When He Served As A Director For New Yorkers For Affordable Energy, It Paid Checkmate 

$97,000 To Lobby On Their Behalf. “When Lawler served as director of the natural gas advocacy group 

New Yorkers for Affordable Energy, it paid Checkmate Strategies $97,000 to lobby for it in 2019 and 

2020, with Lawler listed as the group’s individual lobbyist.” [Politico, 5/6/26] 

 

• June 2019: New Yorkers For Affordable Energy Filed Its Articles Of Incorporation As A 

“DOMESTIC NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION” With The New York Department Of 

State. [New York Department of State- Division of Corporations, Business Entity Search, DOS 

ID: 5564356, accessed 11/6/25] 

 

 
[New York Department of State- Division of Corporations, Business Entity Search, DOS ID: 5564356, 

accessed 11/6/25] 

 

When He Led 17 Forward 86, The Group Paid Checkmate $95,000 For Lobbying Services. “When 

he led the economic development group 17 Forward 86, the organization paid Checkmate $95,000 for 

lobbying over the same time period.” [Politico, 5/6/26] 

 

• 17 Forward 86 Was A Tax Exempt Organization Under Internal Revenue Code Section 

501(C)4. [IRS, 17 Forward 86, Determination Letter, filed 11/6/19] 

 

https://www.politico.com/news/2026/05/06/overlapping-payments-reveal-mike-lawlers-deep-history-as-a-political-operative-00907538
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/05/06/overlapping-payments-reveal-mike-lawlers-deep-history-as-a-political-operative-00907538
https://apps.dos.ny.gov/publicInquiry/EntityDisplay
https://apps.dos.ny.gov/publicInquiry/EntityDisplay
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/05/06/overlapping-payments-reveal-mike-lawlers-deep-history-as-a-political-operative-00907538
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2022: Lawler Reported Receiving Over $5,000 In Compensation From The Nonprofits He Served 

As A Director At 

 

2022: Lawler Reported Receiving Over $5,000 In Compensation From New Yorkers For 

Affordable Energy And 17 Forward 86. [House Clerk, Financial Disclosures, filed 7/15/22] 

 

When Lawler Served As The Orangetown GOP Chair, It Paid Checkmate Over $26,000 

 

When Lawler Served As The Orangetown Gop Chair, It Paid Checkmate Over $26,000. “And when 

Lawler was chair of the Orangetown Republican Committee, it paid Checkmate over $26,000 for 

campaign mailers and consulting in 2019 and 2021.” [Politico, 5/6/26] 

https://apps.irs.gov/pub/epostcard/dl/FinalLetter_83-2404017_17FORWARD86INC_05102019_01.tif
file:///C:/Users/Maini/Downloads/https/disclosures-clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-pdfs/2022/10049724.pdf
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/05/06/overlapping-payments-reveal-mike-lawlers-deep-history-as-a-political-operative-00907538

	Mike Lawler Overview Backup
	Mike Lawler Is A Career Political Operative And Former Lobbyist Who Votes 100% Of The Time With Donald Trump, Leading To Higher Costs On Everything.

	Mike Lawler Message #1 Backup
	Mike Lawler’s Loyalty To Trump Is Costing Us And How Trump Is Now Rewarding Him For His Loyalty:
	Lawler Has Voted With Trump 100% Of The Time.
	Lawler Voted With Trump 100% Of The Time

	He Voted Eight Times For Trump’s Tariffs That Are Raising Our Costs By $4,200 Per Household, Shrugging It Off As “A Little Bit Of Short-Term Pain.”
	Lawler Voted For Trump’s Tariffs Eight Times
	Vote #1: Lawler Voted To Continue Trump’s Tariffs
	Vote #2: Lawler Voted To Continue Trump’s Tariffs
	Vote #3: Lawler Voted To Block Consideration Of An Amendment To Stop Trump’s Tariffs
	Vote #4: Lawler Voted To Extend Trump’s Tariff Authority
	Vote #5: Lawler Voted To Block Consideration Of Joint Resolutions To Terminate Trump’s Tariffs
	Vote #6: Lawler Voted To Block Consideration Of An Amendment To Terminate Trump’s Tariffs
	Vote #7: Lawler Voted To Block Consideration Of A Resolution To Terminate Trump’s Tariffs
	Vote #8: Lawler Voted To Block Congress’ Ability To Challenge Trump’s Tariffs

	Tariffs Were Raising Costs On The Average Household By $4,200
	Lawler Shrugged Off The Impacts Of Tariffs, Stating There May Be “A Little Bit Of Short-Term Pain”

	Lawler Voted Six Times To Continue Trump’s Reckless War In Iran Even Though It Sent Gas Prices Skyrocketing, Calling The War A “Righteous Decision”
	Lawler Voted Six Times To Continue The War In Iran
	September 2026: Lawler Voted For A Sixth Time To Continue The War In Iran
	July 2026: Lawler Voted For A Fifth Time To Continue The War In Iran
	June 2026: Lawler Voted Against A Bipartisan Effort To Rein In The War In Iran
	May 2026: Lawler Cast The Deciding Vote To Continue The War In Iran
	April 2026: Lawler Voted To Continue The War In Iran
	March 2026: Lawler Voted To Continue The War In Iran

	The Iran War Raised Gas Prices, Costing NY-17 Residents $504 More Since Its Start
	Lawler Defended The Iran War, Calling It A “Righteous Decision”

	He Voted For Trump’s $80 Billion Tax Break For Data Center Developers…
	7/3/25: Lawler Voted For Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill
	The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave $80 Billion In Tax Breaks To Data Center Developers
	The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Reported To Make It Easier To Build Data Centers And Give Developers “Enormous” Tax Breaks

	… Costing Taxpayers Twice: Once For The Tax Giveaway, And Again Through Higher Utility Bills, Which Have Gone Up Over 60% On Lawler’s Watch.
	The Big Beautiful Bill Gave $80 Billion In Tax Breaks To Data Center Developers
	The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Projected To Raise Electricity Costs For Households
	CNBC: Annual Energy Costs For New York Households Would Rise By An Average Of $170 By 2035
	The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Raise Electricity Prices For Consumers

	January 2021-April 2026: The Average Electricity Price In New York Went Up By Over 60 Percent During Lawler’s Tenure As An Elected Official

	Now, Trump And His MAGA Allies Are Rewarding Lawler By Pouring Millions Of Dollars Of Attack Ads Into This Race To Keep Him In Office.
	Trump-Aligned PACs Announced Spending At Least $3.4 Million For Lawler
	Republican Outside Groups Had Already Spent Over $2 Million Attacking Cait Conley
	Progressive Champions PAC, A Shadow Republican Super PAC, Spent $1.5 Million Attacking Cait Conley
	September 2026: CLF Spent Over $600,000 Attacking Cait Conley



	Mike Lawler Message #2 Backup
	Lawler Has Voted With Trump 100% Of The Time…
	Lawler Voted With Trump 100% Of The Time

	Including Eight Times For Trump’s Tariffs That Are Raising Our Costs By $4,200 Per Household…
	… And For His $80 Billion Tax Giveaway To Data Center Developers That Are Jacking Up Our Utility Bills.
	Data Centers Were Raising Utility Bills In New York Due To Rising Energy Demands


	Mike Lawler Message #3 Backup
	Mike Lawler Is A Self-Dealing Career Political Operative…
	Lawler Was A Career Political Operative

	… And Former Utility Lobbyist Who Puts His Corporate Donors Over The Hudson Valley
	Lawler Was A Lobbyist For Monopoly Utility Companies
	2020: Lawler Was A Lobbyist For New Yorkers For Affordable Energy, A Group That Was Called A Front For Utilities And Had Multiple Utility Monopolies As Its Members
	Lawler Worked As A Lobbyist For New Yorkers For Affordable Energy
	New Yorkers For Affordable Energy Was Called A “Front Group” For Utilities And The Oil And Gas Industry
	New Yorkers For Affordable Energy’s Membership Included Utility Monopolies Like Avangrid And Dominion Energy
	Avangrid And Dominion Energy Were Monopolies



	He’s Taken Tens Of Thousands From The Utility Industry, Then Voted To Hike Our Utility Costs.
	Lawler Has Taken At Least $22,000 From The Utilities Industry
	2025: Lawler Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill, Which Was Estimated To Raise Energy Costs By $169
	Lawler Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill
	The One Big Beautiful Bill Was Estimated To Raise New Yorkers’ Energy Costs By $169


	Meanwhile, Hudson Valley Families Have Seen Their Rates Increase By Over 60%.
	2021-2026: Since Lawler Had Taken Office, Utility Rates In New York Had Risen 61%
	January 2021: Lawler Assumed State Assembly Office
	January 2021-April 2026: The Average Electricity Price In New York Went Up By Over 60 Percent


	Lawler Took Nearly Half A Million Dollars From Big Pharma And Insurance Companies…
	Lawler Took $460,000 From Big Pharma And Insurance Companies

	… While Voting To Let Them Raise New Yorkers' Monthly Premiums By As Much As 50% And Jack Up The Cost Of Prescription Drugs.
	Lawler Failed To Pass An Extension To The ACA Tax Credits, Allowing Insurance Companies To Raise Monthly Premiums By As Much As 52%
	Lawler Voted For The Big Beautiful Bill, Which Failed To Extend The ACA Tax Credits
	2026: New York Health Insurance Companies Announced They Would Be Raising Rates By As Much As 52%

	Lawler Voted To Reverse The Inflation Reduction Act’s Drug Price Negotiation Authority Which Helped Lower Drug Prices For Seniors
	Lawler Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill
	The One Big Beautiful Bill Reversed Key Components Of Medicare’s Drug Price Negotiation Authority Enacted Under The Inflation Reduction Act Which Helped Lower Drug Prices For Seniors


	And He’s Voted 100% Of The Time With Trump, Even When It Raised Our Costs.
	All The While, He’s Funneled More Than 700,000 Dollars – Including From His Own Campaigns — Back To His Own Political Consulting Firm, Lining His Pockets.
	Lawler Funneled Over $720,000 From His Own Campaigns, Local Parties, And Nonprofits He Worked For To Checkmate Strategies
	Lawler’s Campaigns Paid His Firm $500,000
	Nonprofits Lawler Led And Served As A Director At Paid Checkmate $192,000
	2022: Lawler Reported Receiving Over $5,000 In Compensation From The Nonprofits He Served As A Director At
	When Lawler Served As The Orangetown GOP Chair, It Paid Checkmate Over $26,000




