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Brian Fitzpatrick Overview Backup 
 

Fitzpatrick used to be independent, but after a decade in Washington, he’s changed. Fitzpatrick is just 

another part of the corrupt system, voting with Trump to push a harmful agenda that’s hurting Bucks 

County families. 

 

Fitzpatrick Used To Be Independent, But After A Decade In Washington, He’s 

Changed. Fitzpatrick Is Just Another Part Of The Corrupt System, Voting With 

Trump To Push A Harmful Agenda That’s Hurting Bucks County Families. 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Curated A Moderate Image” In The District He 

Represented For The Past Decade 

 

2017-Present: Fitzpatrick Has Been In Congress From January 3, 2017-Present. “FITZPATRICK, 

Brian K., (brother of Michael G. Fitzpatrick), a Representative from Pennsylvania; born in Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia County, Pa., December 17, 1973; graduated from Bishop Egan High School, Fairless Hills, 

Pa., 1992; B.S.B.A., La Salle University, Philadelphia, Pa., 1996; M.B.A., Pennsylvania State University, 

University Park, Pa., 2001; J.D., Dickinson School of Law, Pennsylvania State University, Carlisle, Pa., 

2001; judicial clerk, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 2001-2002; special agent, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation; special assistant United States attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania; lawyer, 

private practice; accountant; elected as a Republican to the One Hundred Fifteenth and to the four 

succeeding Congresses (January 3, 2017-present).” [Brian Fitzpatrick Bio, U.S. House of Representatives, 

accessed 8/23/26] 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: “Fitzpatrick Has Curated A Moderate Image That Has Garnered Support 

Across The Purple District He Has Represented For The Past Decade.” “Until now, Fitzpatrick had 

mostly allowed surrogates to attack Harvie rather than engaging with the Democratic commissioner 

directly, but the Republican’s decision to go on the offensive is a sign that the general election this fall 

could be cantankerous as both parties vie for the seat that could determine control of the 

House.  Fitzpatrick has curated a moderate image that has garnered support across the purple district he 

has represented for the past decade. He also outperforms his party, boasts a massive fundraising 

operation, and has extensive name recognition.  But the local Democratic parties, who are backing 

Harvie, say the commissioner has been their strongest chance yet to unseating Fitzpatrick — pointing to 

the Democrat’s countywide electoral victories, messaging, and homegrown roots.  Harvie said 

Wednesday that Fitzpatrick ‘has fallen out of touch’ with the district, but the Republican is sticking to his 

playbook as November approaches.  ‘I do not serve the partisan machine. I serve the people,’ Fitzpatrick 

said Tuesday. ‘And my fight will always be for more voices, wider doors, and a government that belongs 

to the people, not the parties.’” [Philadelphia Inquirer, 4/29/26] 

 

Despite Claiming To Be A Moderate Republican, Fitzpatrick Voted With Trump And 

Republicans “The Vast Majority Of The Time”  

 

Fitzpatrick Claimed To Be A Moderate Republican 

 

Bucks County Beacon: Fitzpatrick “Claims To Be A Moderate Republican.” “In the recent months, 

Fitzpatrick has received substantial pressure from Bucks County constituents to distance himself from 

Trump’s policies, as he claims he is a moderate Republican. However, Fitzpatrick – time and again 

–  has mostly toed the party line. In fact, his singular vote helped pass (215-214) the Trump-backed Big 
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Beautiful Bill, which looks to cut about $1 trillion from Medicaid and SNAP. He also voted for the ‘Gulf 

of America Act’ to support the Trump administration’s efforts to rename the Gulf of Mexico.” [Bucks 

County Beacon, 6/15/25] 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick Voted With Trump And The Republican Party “The Vast 

Majority Of The Time” 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Votes With His Party And Supports Trump’s Priorities The 

Vast Majority Of The Time, Though He’s Broken With Them In Instances.” “Both parties are 

competing heavily over four Republican-held seats in Pennsylvania, making the state one of the 

centerpieces in the fight to win the House majority during this year’s high-stakes midterms.  The NRCC 

and other Republican groups have promised to help reelect all four incumbents. And with the new ads 

benefiting Fitzpatrick, the NRCC is spending first on the candidate who’s been the most publicly critical 

of their leadership and even gotten some blowback from Trump as a result.  ‘Trump can say whatever 

Trump wants,’ Robin Kolodny, a Temple University political science professor, said of the president’s 

accusations that Fitzpatrick is insufficiently loyal. ‘But you get to 218 by adding one race at a time. And 

if you have an incumbent who’s been successful, the party has every incentive to support them until they 

find that the polling says it’s the lost cause.’  Fitzpatrick has won five terms in a nearly evenly divided 

Bucks County-based district with what observers have called a specific brand of politics. He votes with 

his party and supports Trump’s priorities the vast majority of the time, though he’s broken with them in 

instances like the final passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill and the expiration of COVID-era Affordable 

Care Act tax credits that kept costs lower for individuals using the public marketplace.  His recent 

opposition to the anti-weaponization fund has echoes of that healthcare debate in December, when 

Fitzpatrick joined with Democrats in trying to use a process called a discharge petition to force a vote that 

Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson declined to set up.” [Philadelphia Inquirer, 6/12/26] 

 

2026: Fitzpatrick Accepted More Than $100,000 Of Campaign Support From National 

Republicans To Boost His Reelection 

 

2026: The NRCC Spent $120,000 On TV Commercials Boosting Fitzpatrick’s Campaign Against 

Bob Harvie, And Fitzpatrick Was Part Of The NRCC’s “Patriots” Program Which Provided 

Campaign Support To Republican House Candidates. “In a newly scheduled television ad campaign 

that will begin later this month, Fitzpatrick is teaming up with the National Republican Congressional 

Committee — the official campaign arm of House Republican leaders — to launch ads aimed at boosting 

his campaign in the 1st Congressional District against Democratic nominee Bob Harvie, a Bucks County 

commissioner who won last month’s primary with support from Shapiro and national Democrats.  The 

$120,000 worth of cable TV ads represent the first foray by the NRCC in any Pennsylvania district so far 

this year, according to the tracking firm AdImpact. […] The NRCC and other Republican groups have 

promised to help reelect all four incumbents. […] Fitzpatrick is one of 15 Republicans in the NRCC’s 

‘patriots’ program that prioritizes sending resources to competitive districts.” [Philadelphia Inquirer, 

6/12/26] 

 

Fitzpatrick Voted For Several Of Trump’s Priorities, Including The One Big Beautiful Bill 

And The Iran War 

 

May 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote To Advance Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Out Of 

The House, Siding With Trump When His Vote Would Be Decisive  
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Philly Magazine: While Fitzpatrick Voted Against OBBB When Republicans Had Enough Yes 

Votes For Passage, Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote On An Earlier Version When The “Final 

Tally Was … Wait For It … 218 To 217.” “Not that any of this helped Fitzpatrick score any points with 

Democrats in his district, who noted that his no vote was essentially inconsequential — Republicans had 

enough yes votes that the One Big Beautiful Bill passed anyway. In contrast, those Democrats will tell 

you, when a version of the bill came before the House a month earlier, Fitzpatrick had not only voted for 

it, but had effectively put it over the top. The final tally was … wait for it … 218 to 217.” [Philly 

Magazine, 1/16/26] 

 

May 22, 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote For HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In 

May 2025, Perry voted for: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 11 

House committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution (H Con. Res. 

14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House Budget Committee that will increase 

or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified amounts.” The bill passed the 

U.S. House 215-214, with Fitzpatrick voting in favor. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25] 

 

July 3, 2025: Fitzpatrick Voted Against HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 

several congressional committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution 

(H Con. Res. 14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House or Senate Budget 

Committee that will increase or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified 

amounts.” Fitzpatrick voted against concurring with the U.S. Senate amendment, which passed the U.S. 

House 218-214. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #190, 7/3/25] 

 

Fitzpatrick Could Have Blocked The One Big Beautiful Bill But Instead Cast The Deciding Vote To 

Advance It 

 

PoliticsPA Headline: “Yes, A PA Republican Could Have Blocked The ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’ It 

Didn’t Happen” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

PoliticsPA: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill To Advance It Out Of The House 

When It Came Down To A Single Vote. “It came down to a single vote.  Two Republicans voted no – 

Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio). One voted present – Freedom Caucus 

chair Andy Harris (R-Md.).  Two failed to vote – Reps. Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.) and David 

Schweikert (R-Ariz.). The Empire state rep apparently fell asleep in the back of the room during the 20-

hour markup session, according to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). No reason was given for the lack of 

vote from Schweikert.  And all 10 Pennsylvania GOP members voted yes.  Expect the ramifications of the 

early AM vote on Thursday to be felt until November of next year.  The four Keystone State 

representatives from swing districts – Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-01), Ryan Mackenzie (R-07), Rob 

Bresnahan (R-08), and Scott Perry (R-10) – will be asked to defend their vote incessantly over the next 18 

months. Their success in doing so to their constituents could decide control of the U.S. House in the 120th 

Congress.  The Republican Party quickly coalesced around the quartet. […] The bill now heads to the 

Senate where Republicans hold a 53-47 majority. It is expected that some changes are forthcoming, 

however, President Donald Trump is pressuring Senate Majority Leader John Thune to avoid such 

alterations.” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

March-April 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Continue The War In Iran 

 

April 16, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. In April 2026, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “Passage of the concurrent resolution that would direct the president to 
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terminate the use of U.S. armed forces from hostilities against Iran unless explicitly authorized by a 

declaration of war or specific authorization for use of military force against Iran. The measure would 

exempt the use of U.S. armed forces that may be necessary to defend the U.S. or a U.S. ally or partner 

from imminent attack.” The bill was rejected by a vote of 213-214. [H Con Res 40, Vote #114, 4/16/26; 

CQ, 4/16/26] 

  

• NBC News Headline: “House Effort To End Trump's War With Iran Fails By One Vote” [NBC 

News, 4/16/26] 

  

March 5, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted No On Removing The U.S. Armed Forces From Unauthorized 

Hostilities In Iran. On 3/5/26, Fitzpatrick voted NO on “H.Con.Res.38 - Directing the President pursuant 

to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from unauthorized 

hostilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The bill failed in the House 212-219. [U.S. House Clerk, H. 

Con. Res. 38, House Roll Call Vote 85, 3/5/26] 

  

• The War Powers Resolution Would Have Required President Trump To Obtain Congressional 

Authorization For His Air War In Iran. “The U.S. House of Representatives rejected an effort on 

Thursday to stop President Donald Trump's air war on Iran and require that any hostilities against Iran 

be authorized by Congress, backing the Republican president's military campaign on the sixth day of 

the expanding conflict. The vote was 219 to 212, largely along party lines, in the House, where 

Trump's fellow Republicans control a narrow majority of seats. Two Republicans voted in favor of 

the resolution and four Democrats voted against it. […] Supporters said the resolution, by requiring 

Trump to come to Congress for a war authorization, would force him to explain to Americans why 

the U.S. is fighting and how it might end.” [Reuters, 3/6/26] 

 

Fitzpatrick’s Agenda Was Hurting Bucks County Families 

 

See below 

 

Brian Fitzpatrick Message #1 Backup 
 

Fitzpatrick was the deciding vote to give tax cuts to billionaires while making healthcare more expensive. 

When Trump needed his vote, Fitzpatrick voted to give tax cuts to billionaires while cutting $1 trillion 

from Medicaid and billions from SNAP food assistance. Because of Fitzpatrick’s vote, Lower Bucks 

Hospital may be forced to close, nursing home care could be cut, tens of thousands of people in our area 

are losing their healthcare and premiums are skyrocketing, while the cost of living continues to increase. 

 

Fitzpatrick Was The Deciding Vote To Give Tax Cuts To Billionaires While Making 

Healthcare More Expensive. 

 

May 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote To Advance Trump’s One Big Beautiful 

Bill Out Of The House, Siding With Trump When His Vote Was Decisive  

 

Philly Magazine: While Fitzpatrick Voted Against OBBB When Republicans Had Enough Yes 

Votes For Passage, Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote On An Earlier Version When The “Final 

Tally Was … Wait For It … 218 To 217.” “Not that any of this helped Fitzpatrick score any points with 

Democrats in his district, who noted that his no vote was essentially inconsequential — Republicans had 

enough yes votes that the One Big Beautiful Bill passed anyway. In contrast, those Democrats will tell 

you, when a version of the bill came before the House a month earlier, Fitzpatrick had not only voted for 
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it, but had effectively put it over the top. The final tally was … wait for it … 218 to 217.” [Philly 

Magazine, 1/16/26] 

 

May 22, 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote For HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In 

May 2025, Perry voted for: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 11 

House committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution (H Con. Res. 

14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House Budget Committee that will increase 

or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified amounts.” The bill passed the 

U.S. House 215-214, with Fitzpatrick voting in favor. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25] 

 

July 3, 2025: Fitzpatrick Voted Against HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 

several congressional committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution 

(H Con. Res. 14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House or Senate Budget 

Committee that will increase or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified 

amounts.” Fitzpatrick voted against concurring with the U.S. Senate amendment, which passed the U.S. 

House 218-214. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #190, 7/3/25] 

 

Fitzpatrick Could Have Blocked The One Big Beautiful Bill But Instead Cast The Deciding 

Vote To Advance It 

 

PoliticsPA Headline: “Yes, A PA Republican Could Have Blocked The ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’ It 

Didn’t Happen” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

PoliticsPA: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill To Advance It Out Of The House 

When It Came Down To A Single Vote. “It came down to a single vote.  Two Republicans voted no – 

Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio). One voted present – Freedom Caucus 

chair Andy Harris (R-Md.).  Two failed to vote – Reps. Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.) and David 

Schweikert (R-Ariz.). The Empire state rep apparently fell asleep in the back of the room during the 20-

hour markup session, according to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). No reason was given for the lack of 

vote from Schweikert.  And all 10 Pennsylvania GOP members voted yes.  Expect the ramifications of the 

early AM vote on Thursday to be felt until November of next year.  The four Keystone State 

representatives from swing districts – Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-01), Ryan Mackenzie (R-07), Rob 

Bresnahan (R-08), and Scott Perry (R-10) – will be asked to defend their vote incessantly over the next 18 

months. Their success in doing so to their constituents could decide control of the U.S. House in the 120th 

Congress.  The Republican Party quickly coalesced around the quartet. […] The bill now heads to the 

Senate where Republicans hold a 53-47 majority. It is expected that some changes are forthcoming, 

however, President Donald Trump is pressuring Senate Majority Leader John Thune to avoid such 

alterations.” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Tax Cuts To Billionaires And The Top 0.1% Of Earners 

In America 

 

The Guardian: “The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Doled Out Enormous Tax Cuts To Billionaire And 

Millionaire Alike.” “Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act doled out enormous tax cuts to billionaire and 

millionaire alike. fter the House passed its version of Donald Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

(OBBBA) last year – the one that paired a $5tn-plus tax cut with $1tn-plus of cuts from food stamps and 

Medicaid – the House speaker, Mike Johnson, explained that ‘this is not giving tax cuts to the 

millionaires’. The beneficiaries, he said, were ‘small business owners’ that ‘provide the jobs in every 

community in America’.  Johnson was playing to the myth of the modest, sturdy Main Street job creator. 
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It is an appealing story. It’s also the most consequential piece of BS distorting American policy that 

deprives the government of tax revenue, stunts American capitalism, twists regulations, thwarts 

competition and overwhelmingly serves millionaires’ interests.” [The Guardian, 8/15/26] 

 

The OBBB Would Extend The Trump 2017 Corporate And Individual Tax Cuts. “The 1,100-page 

bill would extend corporate and individual tax cuts passed in 2017 during Trump's first term in office, 

cancel many green-energy incentives passed by Democratic former President Joe Biden and tighten 

eligibility for health and food programs for the poor. It also would fund Trump's crackdown on 

immigration, adding tens of thousands of border guards and creating the capacity to deport up to 1 million 

people each year. Regulations on firearm silencers would be loosened.” [Reuters, 5/22/25] 

 

Economic Policy Institute: The Trump Tax Cuts Disproportionately Benefited Higher-Income 

Households. “Republican majorities in Congress and President Trump will soon legislate to extend 

expiring provisions of the 2017 tax law, commonly called the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA). These 

extensions will lock in lower individual income and estate tax rates, with benefits disproportionately 

accruing to higher-income households. Further, the corporate income tax rate cuts that were part of the 

2017 law will remain indefinitely—and there is some talk of providing corporations even deeper tax 

cuts.” [Economic Policy Institute, 2/13/25] 

 

CBO Analysis Stated That The Bill Would Increase Household Resources For The Top 10 Percent 

Of Americans. “The CBO also released an analysis this week stating the bill's effect would lead to the 

bottom 10% of Americans seeing their household resources reduced by 4% — largely through cuts to 

federal spending on Medicaid and food aid — while the top 10% would see an increase in their resources 

by 2%.” [Yahoo Finance, 5/22/25] 

 

Treasury’s Office Of Tax Analysis Found That The Top 0.1 Percent Of Earners Would See A 

$314,000 Tax Cut Under The Proposed Extension. “On Friday, the U.S. Treasury released a new 

analysis of the various ways that extending the expiring individual and estate tax provisions of Trump’s 

2017 tax overhaul — known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act — could cost the government, and who would 

directly benefit the most from the legislation’s permanent extension. For instance, the Treasury’s Office 

of Tax Analysis estimates that the top 0.1% of earners would get a tax cut of $314,000 under a full 

extension of the individual and estate tax provisions, with the total cost of those tax cuts amounting to 

$4.2 trillion between 2026 and 2035.” [Associated Press, 1/10/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Made Pennie Individual Marketplace Premiums Increase By An 

Average Of 102%  

 

Morning Call: “The Nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians Who Buy Their Plans Through Pennie’s 

Individual Marketplace Will See An Average 102% Increase In The Cost Of Their Premiums.” 

“The nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians who buy their plans through Pennie’s individual marketplace will 

see an average 102% increase in the cost of their premiums. But those increases vary wildly, according to 

the state; for example, a 60-year-old married couple in York County with $82,000 in annual income 

would see their yearly premiums skyrocket from $7,032 to $35,712 per year, according to state Insurance 

Department figures.” [Morning Call, 10/22/25] 

 

• Pennie Is Pennsylvania’s ACA Marketplace. “A record number of people were enrolled in health 

insurance through Pennie, Pennsylvania’s ACA marketplace, in 2025. State officials largely credit the 

federal enhanced premium tax credits, which Congress passed in 2021 along with pandemic relief 

funds.” [WHYY, 4/6/26] 
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 When Trump Needed His Vote, Fitzpatrick Voted  

 

May 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote To Advance Trump’s One Big Beautiful 

Bill Out Of The House, Siding With Trump When His Vote Was Decisive  

 

Philly Magazine: While Fitzpatrick Voted Against OBBB When Republicans Had Enough Yes 

Votes For Passage, Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote On An Earlier Version When The “Final 

Tally Was … Wait For It … 218 To 217.” “Not that any of this helped Fitzpatrick score any points with 

Democrats in his district, who noted that his no vote was essentially inconsequential — Republicans had 

enough yes votes that the One Big Beautiful Bill passed anyway. In contrast, those Democrats will tell 

you, when a version of the bill came before the House a month earlier, Fitzpatrick had not only voted for 

it, but had effectively put it over the top. The final tally was … wait for it … 218 to 217.” [Philly 

Magazine, 1/16/26] 

 

May 22, 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote For HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In 

May 2025, Perry voted for: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 11 

House committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution (H Con. Res. 

14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House Budget Committee that will increase 

or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified amounts.” The bill passed the 

U.S. House 215-214, with Fitzpatrick voting in favor. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25] 

 

July 3, 2025: Fitzpatrick Voted Against HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 

several congressional committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution 

(H Con. Res. 14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House or Senate Budget 

Committee that will increase or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified 

amounts.” Fitzpatrick voted against concurring with the U.S. Senate amendment, which passed the U.S. 

House 218-214. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #190, 7/3/25] 

 

Fitzpatrick Could Have Blocked The One Big Beautiful Bill But Instead Cast The Deciding 

Vote To Advance It 

 

PoliticsPA Headline: “Yes, A PA Republican Could Have Blocked The ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’ It 

Didn’t Happen” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

PoliticsPA: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill To Advance It Out Of The House 

When It Came Down To A Single Vote. “It came down to a single vote.  Two Republicans voted no – 

Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio). One voted present – Freedom Caucus 

chair Andy Harris (R-Md.).  Two failed to vote – Reps. Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.) and David 

Schweikert (R-Ariz.). The Empire state rep apparently fell asleep in the back of the room during the 20-

hour markup session, according to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). No reason was given for the lack of 

vote from Schweikert.  And all 10 Pennsylvania GOP members voted yes.  Expect the ramifications of the 

early AM vote on Thursday to be felt until November of next year.  The four Keystone State 

representatives from swing districts – Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-01), Ryan Mackenzie (R-07), Rob 

Bresnahan (R-08), and Scott Perry (R-10) – will be asked to defend their vote incessantly over the next 18 

months. Their success in doing so to their constituents could decide control of the U.S. House in the 120th 

Congress.  The Republican Party quickly coalesced around the quartet. […] The bill now heads to the 

Senate where Republicans hold a 53-47 majority. It is expected that some changes are forthcoming, 
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however, President Donald Trump is pressuring Senate Majority Leader John Thune to avoid such 

alterations.” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Votes With His Party And Supports Trump’s 

Priorities The Vast Majority Of The Time” 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Votes With His Party And Supports Trump’s Priorities The 

Vast Majority Of The Time, Though He’s Broken With Them In Instances.” “Both parties are 

competing heavily over four Republican-held seats in Pennsylvania, making the state one of the 

centerpieces in the fight to win the House majority during this year’s high-stakes midterms.  The NRCC 

and other Republican groups have promised to help reelect all four incumbents. And with the new ads 

benefiting Fitzpatrick, the NRCC is spending first on the candidate who’s been the most publicly critical 

of their leadership and even gotten some blowback from Trump as a result.  ‘Trump can say whatever 

Trump wants,’ Robin Kolodny, a Temple University political science professor, said of the president’s 

accusations that Fitzpatrick is insufficiently loyal. ‘But you get to 218 by adding one race at a time. And 

if you have an incumbent who’s been successful, the party has every incentive to support them until they 

find that the polling says it’s the lost cause.’  Fitzpatrick has won five terms in a nearly evenly divided 

Bucks County-based district with what observers have called a specific brand of politics. He votes with 

his party and supports Trump’s priorities the vast majority of the time, though he’s broken with them in 

instances like the final passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill and the expiration of COVID-era Affordable 

Care Act tax credits that kept costs lower for individuals using the public marketplace.  His recent 

opposition to the anti-weaponization fund has echoes of that healthcare debate in December, when 

Fitzpatrick joined with Democrats in trying to use a process called a discharge petition to force a vote that 

Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson declined to set up.” [Philadelphia Inquirer, 6/12/26] 

 

• Bucks County Herald: Peter Malamis Letter To The Editor: “There Are Too Many Missed 

Opportunities And Troubling Votes On [Fitzpatrick’s] Record To View Him As Anything 

Other Than Ineffective At Best And A Trump Enabler At Worst.” “There is not a centrist 

achievement of Fitzpatrick’s that would not have occurred under a Democrat or Independent. 

Conversely, there are too many missed opportunities and troubling votes on his record to view him as 

anything other than ineffective at best and a Trump enabler at worst.  There is always a critical role 

for moderates to play. However, being a centrist doesn’t mean there’s no right or wrong. It doesn’t 

prevent taking a passionate stand based on passionate strong values. And, it certainly doesn’t mean 

that you don’t have to explain yourself or learn from your constituents.” [Bucks County Herald, Peter 

Malamis Letter to the Editor, 4/16/26] 

 

• WHYY: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill In The House To Advance The 

Legislation To The Senate. “Fitzpatrick has often sought to distance himself from Trump, but has 

faced attacks from Democrats for consistently siding with the Republican Party on critical 

legislation.  On the first round of voting for the Trump administration’s ‘One Big Beautiful Bill’ last 

year, Fitzpatrick voted to advance the legislation to the Senate.” [WHYY, 5/19/26] 

 

To Give Tax Cuts To Billionaires While Cutting $1 Trillion From Medicaid And 

Billions From SNAP Food Assistance.  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Tax Cuts To Billionaires And The Top 0.1% Of Earners 

In America 
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The Guardian: “The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Doled Out Enormous Tax Cuts To Billionaire And 

Millionaire Alike.” “Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act doled out enormous tax cuts to billionaire and 

millionaire alike. fter the House passed its version of Donald Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

(OBBBA) last year – the one that paired a $5tn-plus tax cut with $1tn-plus of cuts from food stamps and 

Medicaid – the House speaker, Mike Johnson, explained that ‘this is not giving tax cuts to the 

millionaires’. The beneficiaries, he said, were ‘small business owners’ that ‘provide the jobs in every 

community in America’.  Johnson was playing to the myth of the modest, sturdy Main Street job creator. 

It is an appealing story. It’s also the most consequential piece of BS distorting American policy that 

deprives the government of tax revenue, stunts American capitalism, twists regulations, thwarts 

competition and overwhelmingly serves millionaires’ interests.” [The Guardian, 8/15/26] 

 

The OBBB Would Extend The Trump 2017 Corporate And Individual Tax Cuts. “The 1,100-page 

bill would extend corporate and individual tax cuts passed in 2017 during Trump's first term in office, 

cancel many green-energy incentives passed by Democratic former President Joe Biden and tighten 

eligibility for health and food programs for the poor. It also would fund Trump's crackdown on 

immigration, adding tens of thousands of border guards and creating the capacity to deport up to 1 million 

people each year. Regulations on firearm silencers would be loosened.” [Reuters, 5/22/25] 

 

Economic Policy Institute: The Trump Tax Cuts Disproportionately Benefited Higher-Income 

Households. “Republican majorities in Congress and President Trump will soon legislate to extend 

expiring provisions of the 2017 tax law, commonly called the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA). These 

extensions will lock in lower individual income and estate tax rates, with benefits disproportionately 

accruing to higher-income households. Further, the corporate income tax rate cuts that were part of the 

2017 law will remain indefinitely—and there is some talk of providing corporations even deeper tax 

cuts.” [Economic Policy Institute, 2/13/25] 

 

CBO Analysis Stated That The Bill Would Increase Household Resources For The Top 10 Percent 

Of Americans. “The CBO also released an analysis this week stating the bill's effect would lead to the 

bottom 10% of Americans seeing their household resources reduced by 4% — largely through cuts to 

federal spending on Medicaid and food aid — while the top 10% would see an increase in their resources 

by 2%.” [Yahoo Finance, 5/22/25] 

 

Treasury’s Office Of Tax Analysis Found That The Top 0.1 Percent Of Earners Would See A 

$314,000 Tax Cut Under The Proposed Extension. “On Friday, the U.S. Treasury released a new 

analysis of the various ways that extending the expiring individual and estate tax provisions of Trump’s 

2017 tax overhaul — known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act — could cost the government, and who would 

directly benefit the most from the legislation’s permanent extension. For instance, the Treasury’s Office 

of Tax Analysis estimates that the top 0.1% of earners would get a tax cut of $314,000 under a full 

extension of the individual and estate tax provisions, with the total cost of those tax cuts amounting to 

$4.2 trillion between 2026 and 2035.” [Associated Press, 1/10/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Cut $1 Trillion From Medicaid  

 

Washington Post: The One Big Beautiful Bill Slashed “About $1 Trillion From Medicaid — The 

Largest Cut In The Program’s History, And At Least 17 Million Americans Are Projected To Lose 

Health Coverage” “Congress has signed off on a $3.4 trillion legislative package featuring new tax 

breaks, spending cuts, and more funding for defense and immigration enforcement, delivering President 

Donald Trump his ‘big, beautiful bill’ despite rumblings from fiscal hawks about the projected $4 trillion 

it could add to the national debt over the next decade. […] The bill slashes about $1 trillion from 

Medicaid — the largest cut in the program’s history — and at least 17 million Americans are projected to 
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lose health coverage or insurance subsidies that make coverage affordable, according to the nonpartisan 

Congressional Budget Office.” [Washington Post, 7/3/25]  

 

One Big Beautiful Bill Cut SNAP Food Assistance By Around $186 Billion 

 

Center For American Progress: “The Senate Has Released Its Version Of The One Big Beautiful 

Bill Act, Which Would Enact The Largest Cut To The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) In The Program’s History According To Center For American Progress Estimates.” “The 

Senate has released its version of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which would enact the largest cut to the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in the program’s history according to Center for 

American Progress estimates. Despite the proposal cutting less than the House-passed version’s nearly 

$300 billion in cuts, it is even more extreme than the House version in some key aspects. Moreover, this 

legislation comes at a time when food insecurity is rising across all 50 states, reaching levels not seen 

since 2014.” [Center for American Progress, 6/26/25]  

 

• CBPP Headline: “House Reconciliation Bill Proposes Deepest SNAP Cut In History, Would 

Take Food Assistance Away From Millions of Low-Income Families.” [Center on Budget and 

Policy Priorities, 5/28/25] 

 

• The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Cut SNAP By Around $186 Billion. President Trump's massive 

tax and spending bill, which is advancing through the House after surviving its Republican push 

through the Senate, would slash food benefits for thousands. The big picture: It would mark a historic 

cut to the social safety net that Republicans claim weeds out waste, fraud and abuse — but experts 

say the restructuring of assistance programs could leave more people hungry and uninsured. […] By 

the numbers: The bill would reduce nutrition funding, which includes SNAP, by around $186 billion 

between 2025 and 2034.  [Axios, 7/3/25]  

 

Because Of Fitzpatrick’s Vote, Lower Bucks Hospital May Be Forced To Close,  
 

Medicaid Cuts Put Lower Bucks Hospital At Risk Of Closure 

 

Bucks County Courier: “Lower Bucks Hospital And Half A Dozen Other Medical Centers Are At 

Risk Of Shrinking Or Closing As Result Of Recent Medicaid Cuts, A Nonprofit Analysis Has 

Found.” “Lower Bucks Hospital and half a dozen other medical centers are at risk of shrinking or closing 

as result of recent Medicaid cuts, a nonprofit analysis has found.  An analysis of more than 4,000 U.S. 

hospitals identified 446 hospitals at ‘high risk’ of closing or reducing services due to federal health care 

spending cuts passed in last year's budget bill that will roll out over a decade. Several Bucks County-area 

facilities, including Lower Bucks Hospital, made the list.  The threat of reduced services has already 

become a reality for at least one local hospital on the list: Suburban Community Hospital in East Norriton 

became a ‘micro hospital’ in 2024. A year later its ER closed, and the hospital is now a behavioral health 

facility.” [Bucks County Courier, 4/14/26]  

 

Nursing Home Care Could Be Cut,  

 

AARP: One Big Beautiful Bill’s Medicaid Cuts Could Negatively Impact Nursing Home 

Care  

 

One Big Beautiful Bill Rolls Back Nursing Home Care Standards That Could Have Saved 13,000 

Lives Per Year, According To The AARP. “The nation’s 1.2 million nursing home residents and their 
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families could see these problems intensify under the sweeping tax and domestic policy law signed earlier 

this month.   The One Big Beautiful Bill Act, signed by President Donald Trump on July 4, delays federal 

standards designed to improve staffing at nursing homes by nearly a decade. Chronic understaffing in 

these facilities is a widespread issue in the U.S. that often leads to neglect, abuse and even death of 

residents. The new standards could save about 13,000 lives per year, according to research by the 

University of Pennsylvania.” [AARP, 7/23/25] 

 

Morning Star: Medicaid Is The Single Largest Payer Of Nursing Homes In The United States, 

Helping Cover Bills For 6 In 10 Residents.  “The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 

estimates the OBBBA will cut approximately $911 billion from federal Medicaid spending through 2034. 

That is critical for nursing home residents. Medicaid is the single largest payer of nursing home costs in 

the United States, covering the bills for more than 6 in 10 residents, according to health policy research 

organization KFF.  Those funding reductions do not disappear - they shift the burden to states, facilities, 

and families. States now face an impossible choice: raise their own revenue, cut Medicaid services, 

tighten eligibility requirements, or reduce how much they reimburse nursing homes for each resident's 

care. Some states have already indicated lower Medicaid provider rates or are considering cuts heading 

into the 2026-2027 fiscal year, with further pressure expected in 2027.  For families of nursing home 

residents, this translates into real and immediate risk. Facilities operating on reduced Medicaid 

reimbursements may cut staffing hours, reduce therapy and activity programs, delay maintenance and 

safety repairs, or - in the worst cases - close entirely. Since the law's passage, more than 800 hospitals, 

nursing homes, and other health care facilities across the country have closed, reduced services, or been 

identified as at serious risk of closure, according to a Protect Our Care analysis published in April 2026.” 

[Morning Star, 6/22/26] 

 

Tens Of Thousands Of People In Our Area Are Losing Their Healthcare  

 

145,000 Pennsylvanians Dropped Affordable Care Act Health Care Coverage After 

Congress Failed To Extend ACA Tax Credits 

 

GoErie Headline: “Pa. Has Seen 145K Cancel ACA Coverage Amid Monthly Cost Spikes” [GoErie, 

5/13/26] 

 

GoErie: More Than 145,000 Pennsylvanians Have Dropped Their Affordable Cre Act Coverage As 

Their Premiums Shot Up. “More than 145,000 Pennsylvanians have dropped their Affordable Care Act 

coverage in recent months since their premiums shot up, representing a steady enrollment decline that 

state officials predicted would stretch well into 2026.  Roughly 60,000 of those people have exited the 

state's health insurance marketplace, or Pennie, since open enrollment ended Jan. 31, according to state 

data through April.  Pennie officials had expected these decreases after Congress declined to extend tax 

credits that made monthly payments more affordable for many coverage recipients. The lapse of these 

credits sent health premiums soaring by double on average and by more in some pockets of the state.” 

[GoErie, 5/13/26] 

 

• GoErie: The Price Increases Were A Result Of Congress Not Extending The ACA Tax Credits. 

“More than 145,000 Pennsylvanians have dropped their Affordable Care Act coverage in recent 

months since their premiums shot up, representing a steady enrollment decline that state officials 

predicted would stretch well into 2026.  Roughly 60,000 of those people have exited the state's health 

insurance marketplace, or Pennie, since open enrollment ended Jan. 31, according to state data 

through April.  Pennie officials had expected these decreases after Congress declined to extend tax 

credits that made monthly payments more affordable for many coverage recipients. The lapse of these 
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credits sent health premiums soaring by double on average and by more in some pockets of the state.” 

[GoErie, 5/13/26] 

 

And Premiums Are Skyrocketing, While The Cost Of Living Continues To Increase. 

 

One Big Beautiful Bill Made Pennie Individual Marketplace Premiums Increase 102%  

 

Morning Call: “The Nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians Who Buy Their Plans Through Pennie’s 

Individual Marketplace Will See An Average 102% Increase In The Cost Of Their Premiums.” 

“The nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians who buy their plans through Pennie’s individual marketplace will 

see an average 102% increase in the cost of their premiums. But those increases vary wildly, according to 

the state; for example, a 60-year-old married couple in York County with $82,000 in annual income 

would see their yearly premiums skyrocket from $7,032 to $35,712 per year, according to state Insurance 

Department figures.” [Morning Call, 10/22/25] 

 

The Cost Of Living In Pennsylvania Was Higher As Families Struggled To Afford Health 

Care, Food, And Gas 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: “Pennsylvania Families Struggle To Afford Healthcare, Food And Gas 

As Prices Rise” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: “Across Pennsylvania, People Are Struggling In The Wake Of 

Congressional Republicans’ Policy Decisions.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling in the 

wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal food 

assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 

which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 

Pennsylvania Independent: “Individuals Shared Their Experiences With Rising Costs And How 

The Increases Are Harming Them And Their Families.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling 

in the wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal 

food assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 

which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 
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Brian Fitzpatrick Message #2 Backup 
 

Fitzpatrick voted multiple times to rubber stamp Trump’s war in Iran which is making gas prices 

skyrocket. Fitzpatrick voted twice to rubberstamp Trump’s unnecessary, dangerous, and expensive war 

with Iran. Now, gas prices are increasing as Pennsylvanians struggle to keep up with rising costs. 

Fitzpatrick voted to spend billions of dollars on another foreign conflict instead of helping Americans at 

home. 

 

Fitzpatrick Voted Multiple Times To Rubber Stamp Trump’s War In Iran  

 

March-April 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Continue The War In Iran 

 

April 16, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. In April 2026, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “Passage of the concurrent resolution that would direct the president to 

terminate the use of U.S. armed forces from hostilities against Iran unless explicitly authorized by a 

declaration of war or specific authorization for use of military force against Iran. The measure would 

exempt the use of U.S. armed forces that may be necessary to defend the U.S. or a U.S. ally or partner 

from imminent attack.” The bill was rejected by a vote of 213-214. [H Con Res 40, Vote #114, 4/16/26; 

CQ, 4/16/26] 

  

• NBC News Headline: “House Effort To End Trump's War With Iran Fails By One Vote” [NBC 

News, 4/16/26] 

  

March 5, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted No On Removing The U.S. Armed Forces From Unauthorized 

Hostilities In Iran. On 3/5/26, Fitzpatrick voted NO on “H.Con.Res.38 - Directing the President pursuant 

to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from unauthorized 

hostilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The bill failed in the House 212-219. [U.S. House Clerk, H. 

Con. Res. 38, House Roll Call Vote 85, 3/5/26] 

  

• The War Powers Resolution Would Have Required President Trump To Obtain Congressional 

Authorization For His Air War In Iran. “The U.S. House of Representatives rejected an effort on 

Thursday to stop President Donald Trump's air war on Iran and require that any hostilities against Iran 

be authorized by Congress, backing the Republican president's military campaign on the sixth day of 

the expanding conflict. The vote was 219 to 212, largely along party lines, in the House, where 

Trump's fellow Republicans control a narrow majority of seats. Two Republicans voted in favor of 

the resolution and four Democrats voted against it. […] Supporters said the resolution, by requiring 

Trump to come to Congress for a war authorization, would force him to explain to Americans why 

the U.S. is fighting and how it might end.” [Reuters, 3/6/26] 

 

Which Is Making Gas Prices Skyrocket.  

 

The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers 

 

USA Today: The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers. “Effects of the Iran war are 

rippling beyond the Middle East and into the spending habits of American consumers, who are seeing 

price surges for gasoline and other items.  Energy prices have increased since the near-total shutdown in 

early March of the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial waterway that carries 20% of the world’s oil shipments and 

about 20% of the world’s seaborne liquified natural gas. Most of the oil is from Saudi Arabia and 
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Iraq.  Oil prices began rising March 3. In the United States, average gasoline prices hit $3.59 a gallon on 

March 11.” [USA Today, 3/11/26] 

 

CNN Headline: “The Iran War Is Making Life More Expensive For Americans” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN: The War With Iran Drove Up Prices Across The U.S. Economy, Including For Food, 

Mortgages, Gas, And Credit Cards, As Companies Have Added Surcharges To Cover For 

Increased Shipping Costs. “The war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage 

along with auto and credit card loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Average 

US gas prices topped $4 in March, according to AAA. Countries worldwide have faced gas price hikes, a 

direct result of surging crude oil prices. The spike in energy prices has shaken global markets, from stocks 

to bonds, gold and currencies. This affects both investors and consumers. Increased shipping costs have 

led to higher food prices in the US and other countries. Produce prices could also be affected by potential 

fertilizer shortages. Insurers and shipping companies have added US surcharges as diesel prices rise, 

influencing shipping rates. Flight prices are climbing worldwide as jet fuel spikes. Route changes and 

security threats, especially in the Middle East, are also affecting the tourism industry.” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Rubberstamp Trump’s Unnecessary, Dangerous, And 

Expensive War With Iran.  

 

March-April 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Continue The War In Iran 

 

April 16, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. In April 2026, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “Passage of the concurrent resolution that would direct the president to 

terminate the use of U.S. armed forces from hostilities against Iran unless explicitly authorized by a 

declaration of war or specific authorization for use of military force against Iran. The measure would 

exempt the use of U.S. armed forces that may be necessary to defend the U.S. or a U.S. ally or partner 

from imminent attack.” The bill was rejected by a vote of 213-214. [H Con Res 40, Vote #114, 4/16/26; 

CQ, 4/16/26] 

  

• NBC News Headline: “House Effort To End Trump's War With Iran Fails By One Vote” [NBC 

News, 4/16/26] 

  

March 5, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted No On Removing The U.S. Armed Forces From Unauthorized 

Hostilities In Iran. On 3/5/26, Fitzpatrick voted NO on “H.Con.Res.38 - Directing the President pursuant 

to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from unauthorized 

hostilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The bill failed in the House 212-219. [U.S. House Clerk, H. 

Con. Res. 38, House Roll Call Vote 85, 3/5/26] 

  

• The War Powers Resolution Would Have Required President Trump To Obtain Congressional 

Authorization For His Air War In Iran. “The U.S. House of Representatives rejected an effort on 

Thursday to stop President Donald Trump's air war on Iran and require that any hostilities against Iran 

be authorized by Congress, backing the Republican president's military campaign on the sixth day of 

the expanding conflict. The vote was 219 to 212, largely along party lines, in the House, where 

Trump's fellow Republicans control a narrow majority of seats. Two Republicans voted in favor of 

the resolution and four Democrats voted against it. […] Supporters said the resolution, by requiring 

Trump to come to Congress for a war authorization, would force him to explain to Americans why 

the U.S. is fighting and how it might end.” [Reuters, 3/6/26] 
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Trump’s War In Iran Was Criticized As An Unnecessary “War Of Choice” That Left The 

United States Without Options “Other Than Different Versions Of Catastrophic Failure”  

 

Karim Sadjapour, An Iran Expert, Described Trump’s War In Iran As A “War Of Choice.” 

“Karim Sadjadpour, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, says the 

president seems to have underestimated Iran's response to the war. Sadjadpour notes that Iran telegraphed 

from the beginning that it planned to regionalize the conflict. But, he says, ‘President Trump said that that 

took him by surprise when Iran started to attack the Persian Gulf countries or close down the Strait of 

Hormuz.’ ‘I don't think President Trump, in his own words frankly, understood what he was getting into,’ 

he adds. Sadjadpour says the war with Iran began as what he calls a ‘war of choice’ — meaning there was 

no imminent threat that Iran was about to acquire nuclear weapons or launch missile strikes on the U.S. or 

its partners. But the calculus has since changed. The Iranian government has effectively closed the Strait 

of Hormuz, a vital waterway through which approximately 20% of the world's crude oil and natural gas 

typically passes.” [NPR, 3/17/26] 

 

Washington Post Opinion: “Trump’s Reckless War, Which Has Only Empowered Iranian Hard-

Liners And Given Them A Stranglehold Over The World Economy In The Strait Of Hormuz, Has 

Left The United States With No Options Other Than Different Versions Of Catastrophic Failure.” 

“Thinking about how to get out of the dire strategic predicament that U.S. President Donald Trump has 

created with his ill-considered war in Iran brings to mind the old joke about the lost traveler who asks in a 

remote Scottish pub how to get from there to Aberdeen, to which the bartender replies: ‘Well, sir, if I 

were trying to get to Aberdeen, I would not start from here.’  Trump’s reckless war, which has only 

empowered Iranian hard-liners and given them a stranglehold over the world economy in the Strait of 

Hormuz, has left the United States with no options other than different versions of catastrophic failure. If 

Trump concedes to Iran’s main demands—including massive financial relief and sovereignty over the 

strait—he will have sacrificed the globally vital principle of freedom of navigation, empowered a 

determined and ruthless adversary, and potentially sown the seeds for future confrontations. Iran’s angry, 

vengeful leadership will not only use the new revenues to rebuild the country’s missile and drone 

programs and air defenses but also use its control of Hormuz as leverage on other issues, including 

Lebanon, relations with other Gulf states, and future nuclear negotiations.” [Washington Post, Philip H. 

Gordon Opinion, 7/24/26] 

 

The Iran War Put U.S. Service Members In Danger; With 18 Servicemembers Killed And 

More Than 750 Wounded   

 

18 U.S. Service Members Died Since The U.S. Launched The War. “The number of US service 

members wounded since the start of the Iran war has passed 750, according to the Defense Department’s 

war casualty database.  The Pentagon updated the database on Wednesday, recording more than 50 

additional wounded soldiers, as talks between Tehran and DC to end the conflict remain at an 

impasse.  When totals in The Defense Casualty Analysis System for ‘Overseas Operations’ are combined 

with totals for Operation Epic Fury, 18 service members have died and 757 have been wounded since the 

US launched the war against Iran on February 28.  The Defense Department created the ‘Overseas 

Operations’ category last month in DCAS for service members killed and wounded ‘starting July 7.’ The 

Pentagon has yet to provide any additional details or specify the conflict in which the casualties have 

occurred. The July 7 date aligns with the day that President Donald Trump’s administration told Congress 

that a new conflict with Iran had begun in a War Powers Act notification.” [CNN, 8/19/26]  

 

8/21/26: More Than 750 U.S. Service Members Have Been Wounded Since The Beginning Of The 

Iran War. “The Pentagon said more than 750 U.S. service members have been wounded since the war 
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against Iran began in late February.   The department updated its war casualty database this week with 

another 50 injured service members.   When totals from the Operation Epic Fury rubric are combined 

with updated figures in the ‘Overseas Operations’ category, the total number comes out to 756 wounded 

in action, according to Defense Casualty Analysis System (DCAS) data.   Last month, the Pentagon 

formed the ‘Overseas Operations’ section for casualties in the conflict ‘starting’ July 7, the same day the 

U.S. military resumed airstrikes against Iran in response to its targeting of shipping tankers in the Strait of 

Hormuz.   President Trump notified Congress that week of the resumption of hostilities, giving U.S. 

forces in the U.S. Central Command theater another 60 days to conduct kinetic action with congressional 

approval.” [The Hill, 8/21/26] 

 

The Iran War Cost Tens Of Billions Of Dollars And Was Also Expensive For American 

Consumers, Driving Up Costs Across The Economy, With Average Gasoline Prices Hitting 

$4.67 A Gallon In Pennsylvania In The Summer Of 2026  

 

The Iran War Cost $37.5 Billion As Of July 2026 

 

July 2026: The Iran War Cost $37.5 Billion According To Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. “The 

cost of the United States' war in Iran has risen to $37.5 billion so far, U.S. Defense Secretary Pete 

Hegseth said on Tuesday, as he faced skeptical lawmakers for the first time since heavy bombings 

resumed to seek urgent funding for the unpopular conflict. With just six months before midterm elections 

in which President Donald Trump's Republicans may face an uphill battle to keep their House of 

Representatives and Senate majorities, Democrats are riding high in public opinion polls as they attempt 

to link the unpopular Iran war with affordability.” [Reuters, 7/21/26] 

 

The Iran War Drove Up Costs Across The U.S. Economy Due To The Increased Costs Of Shipping 

 

CNN Headline: “The Iran War Is Making Life More Expensive For Americans” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN: The War With Iran Drove Up Prices Across The U.S. Economy, Including For Food, 

Mortgages, Gas, And Credit Cards, As Companies Have Added Surcharges To Cover For 

Increased Shipping Costs. “The war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage 

along with auto and credit card loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Average 

US gas prices topped $4 in March, according to AAA. Countries worldwide have faced gas price hikes, a 

direct result of surging crude oil prices. The spike in energy prices has shaken global markets, from stocks 

to bonds, gold and currencies. This affects both investors and consumers. Increased shipping costs have 

led to higher food prices in the US and other countries. Produce prices could also be affected by potential 

fertilizer shortages. Insurers and shipping companies have added US surcharges as diesel prices rise, 

influencing shipping rates. Flight prices are climbing worldwide as jet fuel spikes. Route changes and 

security threats, especially in the Middle East, are also affecting the tourism industry.” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN Business: The War With Iran Has Kept Credit Card Interest Rates High, Making It More 

Difficult To Afford Routine Purchases That People Put On Credit Cards, Including Groceries. “The 

war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage along with auto and credit card 

loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Credit card rates soared in 2022 and 

2023, and the average annual rate remains above 19%.  Credit card rates have stayed elevated despite the 

Fed cutting rates a few times across 2024 and 2025. The war with Iran has not directly pushed those card 

rates higher, but it’s unlikely they’ll come down anytime soon.  Traders have dialed back expectations for 

the Fed to cut interest rates this year, with markets now anticipating the central bank will hold rates steady 
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in the coming months.  ‘If the Fed keeps rates where they are and doesn’t cut, then credit card rates will 

remain elevated, making it more difficult to afford more routine purchases such as groceries or other 

spending that ends up in credit card balances,’ Stimel said.” [CNN Business, 4/9/26] 

 

The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers, And The Average Price Of Gas Rose 

To $4.67 A Gallon In The Summer Of 2026 

 

USA Today: The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers. “Effects of the Iran war are 

rippling beyond the Middle East and into the spending habits of American consumers, who are seeing 

price surges for gasoline and other items.  Energy prices have increased since the near-total shutdown in 

early March of the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial waterway that carries 20% of the world’s oil shipments and 

about 20% of the world’s seaborne liquified natural gas. Most of the oil is from Saudi Arabia and 

Iraq.  Oil prices began rising March 3. In the United States, average gasoline prices hit $3.59 a gallon on 

March 11.” [USA Today, 3/11/26] 

 

May 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.67 A Gallon. [AAA Fuel 

Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 

 

 
[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 

 

August 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.15 A Gallon. [AAA 

Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 
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[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 

 

CNN Headline: “The Iran War Is Making Life More Expensive For Americans” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN: The War With Iran Drove Up Prices Across The U.S. Economy, Including For Food, 

Mortgages, Gas, And Credit Cards, As Companies Have Added Surcharges To Cover For 

Increased Shipping Costs. “The war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage 

along with auto and credit card loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Average 

US gas prices topped $4 in March, according to AAA. Countries worldwide have faced gas price hikes, a 

direct result of surging crude oil prices. The spike in energy prices has shaken global markets, from stocks 

to bonds, gold and currencies. This affects both investors and consumers. Increased shipping costs have 

led to higher food prices in the US and other countries. Produce prices could also be affected by potential 

fertilizer shortages. Insurers and shipping companies have added US surcharges as diesel prices rise, 

influencing shipping rates. Flight prices are climbing worldwide as jet fuel spikes. Route changes and 

security threats, especially in the Middle East, are also affecting the tourism industry.” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

Now, Gas Prices Are Increasing As Pennsylvanians Struggle To Keep Up With 

Rising Costs.  

 

The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers, And The Average Price Of Gas 

Rose To $4.67 A Gallon In The Summer Of 2026 

 

USA Today: The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers. “Effects of the Iran war are 

rippling beyond the Middle East and into the spending habits of American consumers, who are seeing 

price surges for gasoline and other items.  Energy prices have increased since the near-total shutdown in 

early March of the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial waterway that carries 20% of the world’s oil shipments and 

about 20% of the world’s seaborne liquified natural gas. Most of the oil is from Saudi Arabia and 

Iraq.  Oil prices began rising March 3. In the United States, average gasoline prices hit $3.59 a gallon on 

March 11.” [USA Today, 3/11/26] 

 

May 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.67 A Gallon. [AAA Fuel 

Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 

 

 
[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 
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August 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.15 A Gallon. [AAA 

Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 

 

 
[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 

 

CNN Headline: “The Iran War Is Making Life More Expensive For Americans” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN: The War With Iran Drove Up Prices Across The U.S. Economy, Including For Food, 

Mortgages, Gas, And Credit Cards, As Companies Have Added Surcharges To Cover For 

Increased Shipping Costs. “The war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage 

along with auto and credit card loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Average 

US gas prices topped $4 in March, according to AAA. Countries worldwide have faced gas price hikes, a 

direct result of surging crude oil prices. The spike in energy prices has shaken global markets, from stocks 

to bonds, gold and currencies. This affects both investors and consumers. Increased shipping costs have 

led to higher food prices in the US and other countries. Produce prices could also be affected by potential 

fertilizer shortages. Insurers and shipping companies have added US surcharges as diesel prices rise, 

influencing shipping rates. Flight prices are climbing worldwide as jet fuel spikes. Route changes and 

security threats, especially in the Middle East, are also affecting the tourism industry.” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

The Cost Of Living In Pennsylvania Was Higher As Families Struggled To Afford Health 

Care, Food, And Gas 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: “Pennsylvania Families Struggle To Afford Healthcare, Food And Gas 

As Prices Rise” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: ““Across Pennsylvania, People Are Struggling In The Wake Of 

Congressional Republicans’ Policy Decisions.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling in the 

wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal food 

assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 
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which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 

Pennsylvania Independent: “Individuals Shared Their Experiences With Rising Costs And How 

The Increases Are Harming Them And Their Families.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling 

in the wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal 

food assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 

which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 

Fitzpatrick Voted To Spend Billions Of Dollars On Another Foreign Conflict 

 

March-April 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Continue The War In Iran 

 

April 16, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. In April 2026, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “Passage of the concurrent resolution that would direct the president to 

terminate the use of U.S. armed forces from hostilities against Iran unless explicitly authorized by a 

declaration of war or specific authorization for use of military force against Iran. The measure would 

exempt the use of U.S. armed forces that may be necessary to defend the U.S. or a U.S. ally or partner 

from imminent attack.” The bill was rejected by a vote of 213-214. [H Con Res 40, Vote #114, 4/16/26; 

CQ, 4/16/26] 

  

• NBC News Headline: “House Effort To End Trump's War With Iran Fails By One Vote” [NBC 

News, 4/16/26] 

  

March 5, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted No On Removing The U.S. Armed Forces From Unauthorized 

Hostilities In Iran. On 3/5/26, Fitzpatrick voted NO on “H.Con.Res.38 - Directing the President pursuant 

to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from unauthorized 

hostilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The bill failed in the House 212-219. [U.S. House Clerk, H. 

Con. Res. 38, House Roll Call Vote 85, 3/5/26] 

  

• The War Powers Resolution Would Have Required President Trump To Obtain Congressional 

Authorization For His Air War In Iran. “The U.S. House of Representatives rejected an effort on 

Thursday to stop President Donald Trump's air war on Iran and require that any hostilities against Iran 

be authorized by Congress, backing the Republican president's military campaign on the sixth day of 

the expanding conflict. The vote was 219 to 212, largely along party lines, in the House, where 

Trump's fellow Republicans control a narrow majority of seats. Two Republicans voted in favor of 

the resolution and four Democrats voted against it. […] Supporters said the resolution, by requiring 

Trump to come to Congress for a war authorization, would force him to explain to Americans why 

the U.S. is fighting and how it might end.” [Reuters, 3/6/26] 
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The Iran War Cost $37.5 Billion As Of July 2026 

 

July 2026: The Iran War Cost $37.5 Billion According To Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. “The 

cost of the United States' war in Iran has risen to $37.5 billion so far, U.S. Defense Secretary Pete 

Hegseth said on Tuesday, as he faced skeptical lawmakers for the first time since heavy bombings 

resumed to seek urgent funding for the unpopular conflict. With just six months before midterm elections 

in which President Donald Trump's Republicans may face an uphill battle to keep their House of 

Representatives and Senate majorities, Democrats are riding high in public opinion polls as they attempt 

to link the unpopular Iran war with affordability.” [Reuters, 7/21/26] 

 

 Instead Of Helping Americans At Home. 

 

Rhetoric 

 

Brian Fitzpatrick Message #3 Backup 
 

Fitzpatrick has changed, and sides with Trump when it matters most, such as his deciding vote to give tax 

cuts to billionaires while making healthcare more expensive. When Trump needed his vote, Fitzpatrick 

voted to give tax cuts to billionaires while cutting $1 trillion from Medicaid and billions from SNAP food 

assistance. Because of Fitzpatrick’s vote, Lower Bucks Hospital may be forced to close, nursing home 

care could be cut, tens of thousands of people in our area are losing their healthcare and premiums are 

skyrocketing, while the cost of living everywhere continues to increase. 

 

Fitzpatrick Has Changed, And Sides With Trump When It Matters Most,  

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Curated A Moderate Image” In The District He 

Represented For The Past Decade 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: “Fitzpatrick Has Curated A Moderate Image That Has Garnered Support 

Across The Purple District He Has Represented For The Past Decade.” “Until now, Fitzpatrick had 

mostly allowed surrogates to attack Harvie rather than engaging with the Democratic commissioner 

directly, but the Republican’s decision to go on the offensive is a sign that the general election this fall 

could be cantankerous as both parties vie for the seat that could determine control of the 

House.  Fitzpatrick has curated a moderate image that has garnered support across the purple district he 

has represented for the past decade. He also outperforms his party, boasts a massive fundraising 

operation, and has extensive name recognition.  But the local Democratic parties, who are backing 

Harvie, say the commissioner has been their strongest chance yet to unseating Fitzpatrick — pointing to 

the Democrat’s countywide electoral victories, messaging, and homegrown roots.  Harvie said 

Wednesday that Fitzpatrick ‘has fallen out of touch’ with the district, but the Republican is sticking to his 

playbook as November approaches.  ‘I do not serve the partisan machine. I serve the people,’ Fitzpatrick 

said Tuesday. ‘And my fight will always be for more voices, wider doors, and a government that belongs 

to the people, not the parties.’” [Philadelphia Inquirer, 4/29/26] 

 

Despite Claiming To Be A Moderate Republican, Fitzpatrick Voted With Trump And 

Republicans “The Vast Majority Of The Time” And Was Criticized For Failing To Stand 

Up To Republicans And Enabling Trump 
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Fitzpatrick Claimed To Be A Moderate Republican 

 

Bucks County Beacon: Fitzpatrick “Claims To Be A Moderate Republican.” “In the recent months, 

Fitzpatrick has received substantial pressure from Bucks County constituents to distance himself from 

Trump’s policies, as he claims he is a moderate Republican. However, Fitzpatrick – time and again 

–  has mostly toed the party line. In fact, his singular vote helped pass (215-214) the Trump-backed Big 

Beautiful Bill, which looks to cut about $1 trillion from Medicaid and SNAP. He also voted for the ‘Gulf 

of America Act’ to support the Trump administration’s efforts to rename the Gulf of Mexico.” [Bucks 

County Beacon, 6/15/25] 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick Voted With Trump And The Republican Party “The Vast 

Majority Of The Time” 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Votes With His Party And Supports Trump’s Priorities The 

Vast Majority Of The Time, Though He’s Broken With Them In Instances.” “Both parties are 

competing heavily over four Republican-held seats in Pennsylvania, making the state one of the 

centerpieces in the fight to win the House majority during this year’s high-stakes midterms.  The NRCC 

and other Republican groups have promised to help reelect all four incumbents. And with the new ads 

benefiting Fitzpatrick, the NRCC is spending first on the candidate who’s been the most publicly critical 

of their leadership and even gotten some blowback from Trump as a result.  ‘Trump can say whatever 

Trump wants,’ Robin Kolodny, a Temple University political science professor, said of the president’s 

accusations that Fitzpatrick is insufficiently loyal. ‘But you get to 218 by adding one race at a time. And 

if you have an incumbent who’s been successful, the party has every incentive to support them until they 

find that the polling says it’s the lost cause.’  Fitzpatrick has won five terms in a nearly evenly divided 

Bucks County-based district with what observers have called a specific brand of politics. He votes with 

his party and supports Trump’s priorities the vast majority of the time, though he’s broken with them in 

instances like the final passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill and the expiration of COVID-era Affordable 

Care Act tax credits that kept costs lower for individuals using the public marketplace.  His recent 

opposition to the anti-weaponization fund has echoes of that healthcare debate in December, when 

Fitzpatrick joined with Democrats in trying to use a process called a discharge petition to force a vote that 

Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson declined to set up.” [Philadelphia Inquirer, 6/12/26] 

 

2026: Fitzpatrick Accepted More Than $100,000 Of Campaign Support From National 

Republicans To Boost His Reelection 

 

2026: The NRCC Spent $120,000 On TV Commercials Boosting Fitzpatrick’s Campaign Against 

Bob Harvie, And Fitzpatrick Was Part Of The NRCC’s “Patriots” Program Which Provided 

Campaign Support To Republican House Candidates. “In a newly scheduled television ad campaign 

that will begin later this month, Fitzpatrick is teaming up with the National Republican Congressional 

Committee — the official campaign arm of House Republican leaders — to launch ads aimed at boosting 

his campaign in the 1st Congressional District against Democratic nominee Bob Harvie, a Bucks County 

commissioner who won last month’s primary with support from Shapiro and national Democrats.  The 

$120,000 worth of cable TV ads represent the first foray by the NRCC in any Pennsylvania district so far 

this year, according to the tracking firm AdImpact. […] The NRCC and other Republican groups have 

promised to help reelect all four incumbents. […] Fitzpatrick is one of 15 Republicans in the NRCC’s 

‘patriots’ program that prioritizes sending resources to competitive districts.” [Philadelphia Inquirer, 

6/12/26] 
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Fitzpatrick Voted For Several Of Trump’s Priorities Like The One Big Beautiful Bill And 

The Iran War 

 

May 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote To Advance Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Out Of 

The House, Siding With Trump When His Vote Was Decisive  

 

Philly Magazine: While Fitzpatrick Voted Against OBBB When Republicans Had Enough Yes 

Votes For Passage, Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote On An Earlier Version When The “Final 

Tally Was … Wait For It … 218 To 217.” “Not that any of this helped Fitzpatrick score any points with 

Democrats in his district, who noted that his no vote was essentially inconsequential — Republicans had 

enough yes votes that the One Big Beautiful Bill passed anyway. In contrast, those Democrats will tell 

you, when a version of the bill came before the House a month earlier, Fitzpatrick had not only voted for 

it, but had effectively put it over the top. The final tally was … wait for it … 218 to 217.” [Philly 

Magazine, 1/16/26] 

 

May 22, 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote For HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In 

May 2025, Perry voted for: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 11 

House committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution (H Con. Res. 

14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House Budget Committee that will increase 

or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified amounts.” The bill passed the 

U.S. House 215-214, with Fitzpatrick voting in favor. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25] 

 

July 3, 2025: Fitzpatrick Voted Against HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 

several congressional committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution 

(H Con. Res. 14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House or Senate Budget 

Committee that will increase or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified 

amounts.” Fitzpatrick voted against concurring with the U.S. Senate amendment, which passed the U.S. 

House 218-214. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #190, 7/3/25] 

 

Fitzpatrick Could Have Blocked The One Big Beautiful Bill But Instead Cast The Deciding Vote To 

Advance It 

 

PoliticsPA Headline: “Yes, A PA Republican Could Have Blocked The ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’ It 

Didn’t Happen” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

PoliticsPA: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill To Advance It Out Of The House 

When It Came Down To A Single Vote. “It came down to a single vote.  Two Republicans voted no – 

Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio). One voted present – Freedom Caucus 

chair Andy Harris (R-Md.).  Two failed to vote – Reps. Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.) and David 

Schweikert (R-Ariz.). The Empire state rep apparently fell asleep in the back of the room during the 20-

hour markup session, according to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). No reason was given for the lack of 

vote from Schweikert.  And all 10 Pennsylvania GOP members voted yes.  Expect the ramifications of the 

early AM vote on Thursday to be felt until November of next year.  The four Keystone State 

representatives from swing districts – Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-01), Ryan Mackenzie (R-07), Rob 

Bresnahan (R-08), and Scott Perry (R-10) – will be asked to defend their vote incessantly over the next 18 

months. Their success in doing so to their constituents could decide control of the U.S. House in the 120th 

Congress.  The Republican Party quickly coalesced around the quartet. […] The bill now heads to the 

Senate where Republicans hold a 53-47 majority. It is expected that some changes are forthcoming, 
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however, President Donald Trump is pressuring Senate Majority Leader John Thune to avoid such 

alterations.” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

March-April 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Continue The War In Iran 

 

April 16, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. In April 2026, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “Passage of the concurrent resolution that would direct the president to 

terminate the use of U.S. armed forces from hostilities against Iran unless explicitly authorized by a 

declaration of war or specific authorization for use of military force against Iran. The measure would 

exempt the use of U.S. armed forces that may be necessary to defend the U.S. or a U.S. ally or partner 

from imminent attack.” The bill was rejected by a vote of 213-214. [H Con Res 40, Vote #114, 4/16/26; 

CQ, 4/16/26] 

  

• NBC News Headline: “House Effort To End Trump's War With Iran Fails By One Vote” [NBC 

News, 4/16/26] 

  

March 5, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted No On Removing The U.S. Armed Forces From Unauthorized 

Hostilities In Iran. On 3/5/26, Fitzpatrick voted NO on “H.Con.Res.38 - Directing the President pursuant 

to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from unauthorized 

hostilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The bill failed in the House 212-219. [U.S. House Clerk, H. 

Con. Res. 38, House Roll Call Vote 85, 3/5/26] 

  

• The War Powers Resolution Would Have Required President Trump To Obtain Congressional 

Authorization For His Air War In Iran. “The U.S. House of Representatives rejected an effort on 

Thursday to stop President Donald Trump's air war on Iran and require that any hostilities against Iran 

be authorized by Congress, backing the Republican president's military campaign on the sixth day of 

the expanding conflict. The vote was 219 to 212, largely along party lines, in the House, where 

Trump's fellow Republicans control a narrow majority of seats. Two Republicans voted in favor of 

the resolution and four Democrats voted against it. […] Supporters said the resolution, by requiring 

Trump to come to Congress for a war authorization, would force him to explain to Americans why 

the U.S. is fighting and how it might end.” [Reuters, 3/6/26] 

 

Such As His Deciding Vote To Give Tax Cuts To Billionaires While Making 

Healthcare More Expensive.  

 

May 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote To Advance Trump’s One Big Beautiful 

Bill Out Of The House, Siding With Trump When His Vote Was Decisive  

 

Philly Magazine: While Fitzpatrick Voted Against OBBB When Republicans Had Enough Yes 

Votes For Passage, Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote On An Earlier Version When The “Final 

Tally Was … Wait For It … 218 To 217.” “Not that any of this helped Fitzpatrick score any points with 

Democrats in his district, who noted that his no vote was essentially inconsequential — Republicans had 

enough yes votes that the One Big Beautiful Bill passed anyway. In contrast, those Democrats will tell 

you, when a version of the bill came before the House a month earlier, Fitzpatrick had not only voted for 

it, but had effectively put it over the top. The final tally was … wait for it … 218 to 217.” [Philly 

Magazine, 1/16/26] 

 

May 22, 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote For HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In 

May 2025, Perry voted for: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 11 
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House committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution (H Con. Res. 

14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House Budget Committee that will increase 

or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified amounts.” The bill passed the 

U.S. House 215-214, with Fitzpatrick voting in favor. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25] 

 

July 3, 2025: Fitzpatrick Voted Against HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 

several congressional committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution 

(H Con. Res. 14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House or Senate Budget 

Committee that will increase or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified 

amounts.” Fitzpatrick voted against concurring with the U.S. Senate amendment, which passed the U.S. 

House 218-214. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #190, 7/3/25] 

 

Fitzpatrick Could Have Blocked The One Big Beautiful Bill But Instead Cast The Deciding 

Vote To Advance It 

 

PoliticsPA Headline: “Yes, A PA Republican Could Have Blocked The ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’ It 

Didn’t Happen” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

PoliticsPA: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill To Advance It Out Of The House 

When It Came Down To A Single Vote. “It came down to a single vote.  Two Republicans voted no – 

Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio). One voted present – Freedom Caucus 

chair Andy Harris (R-Md.).  Two failed to vote – Reps. Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.) and David 

Schweikert (R-Ariz.). The Empire state rep apparently fell asleep in the back of the room during the 20-

hour markup session, according to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). No reason was given for the lack of 

vote from Schweikert.  And all 10 Pennsylvania GOP members voted yes.  Expect the ramifications of the 

early AM vote on Thursday to be felt until November of next year.  The four Keystone State 

representatives from swing districts – Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-01), Ryan Mackenzie (R-07), Rob 

Bresnahan (R-08), and Scott Perry (R-10) – will be asked to defend their vote incessantly over the next 18 

months. Their success in doing so to their constituents could decide control of the U.S. House in the 120th 

Congress.  The Republican Party quickly coalesced around the quartet. […] The bill now heads to the 

Senate where Republicans hold a 53-47 majority. It is expected that some changes are forthcoming, 

however, President Donald Trump is pressuring Senate Majority Leader John Thune to avoid such 

alterations.” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Tax Cuts To Billionaires And The Top 0.1% Of Earners 

In America 

 

The Guardian: “The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Doled Out Enormous Tax Cuts To Billionaire And 

Millionaire Alike.” “Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act doled out enormous tax cuts to billionaire and 

millionaire alike. fter the House passed its version of Donald Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

(OBBBA) last year – the one that paired a $5tn-plus tax cut with $1tn-plus of cuts from food stamps and 

Medicaid – the House speaker, Mike Johnson, explained that ‘this is not giving tax cuts to the 

millionaires’. The beneficiaries, he said, were ‘small business owners’ that ‘provide the jobs in every 

community in America’.  Johnson was playing to the myth of the modest, sturdy Main Street job creator. 

It is an appealing story. It’s also the most consequential piece of BS distorting American policy that 

deprives the government of tax revenue, stunts American capitalism, twists regulations, thwarts 

competition and overwhelmingly serves millionaires’ interests.” [The Guardian, 8/15/26] 
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The OBBB Would Extend The Trump 2017 Corporate And Individual Tax Cuts. “The 1,100-page 

bill would extend corporate and individual tax cuts passed in 2017 during Trump's first term in office, 

cancel many green-energy incentives passed by Democratic former President Joe Biden and tighten 

eligibility for health and food programs for the poor. It also would fund Trump's crackdown on 

immigration, adding tens of thousands of border guards and creating the capacity to deport up to 1 million 

people each year. Regulations on firearm silencers would be loosened.” [Reuters, 5/22/25] 

 

Economic Policy Institute: The Trump Tax Cuts Disproportionately Benefited Higher-Income 

Households. “Republican majorities in Congress and President Trump will soon legislate to extend 

expiring provisions of the 2017 tax law, commonly called the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA). These 

extensions will lock in lower individual income and estate tax rates, with benefits disproportionately 

accruing to higher-income households. Further, the corporate income tax rate cuts that were part of the 

2017 law will remain indefinitely—and there is some talk of providing corporations even deeper tax 

cuts.” [Economic Policy Institute, 2/13/25] 

 

CBO Analysis Stated That The Bill Would Increase Household Resources For The Top 10 Percent 

Of Americans. “The CBO also released an analysis this week stating the bill's effect would lead to the 

bottom 10% of Americans seeing their household resources reduced by 4% — largely through cuts to 

federal spending on Medicaid and food aid — while the top 10% would see an increase in their resources 

by 2%.” [Yahoo Finance, 5/22/25] 

 

Treasury’s Office Of Tax Analysis Found That The Top 0.1 Percent Of Earners Would See A 

$314,000 Tax Cut Under The Proposed Extension. “On Friday, the U.S. Treasury released a new 

analysis of the various ways that extending the expiring individual and estate tax provisions of Trump’s 

2017 tax overhaul — known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act — could cost the government, and who would 

directly benefit the most from the legislation’s permanent extension. For instance, the Treasury’s Office 

of Tax Analysis estimates that the top 0.1% of earners would get a tax cut of $314,000 under a full 

extension of the individual and estate tax provisions, with the total cost of those tax cuts amounting to 

$4.2 trillion between 2026 and 2035.” [Associated Press, 1/10/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Made Pennie Individual Marketplace Premiums Increase By An 

Average Of 102%  

 

Morning Call: “The Nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians Who Buy Their Plans Through Pennie’s 

Individual Marketplace Will See An Average 102% Increase In The Cost Of Their Premiums.” 

“The nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians who buy their plans through Pennie’s individual marketplace will 

see an average 102% increase in the cost of their premiums. But those increases vary wildly, according to 

the state; for example, a 60-year-old married couple in York County with $82,000 in annual income 

would see their yearly premiums skyrocket from $7,032 to $35,712 per year, according to state Insurance 

Department figures.” [Morning Call, 10/22/25] 

 

• Pennie Is Pennsylvania’s ACA Marketplace. “A record number of people were enrolled in health 

insurance through Pennie, Pennsylvania’s ACA marketplace, in 2025. State officials largely credit the 

federal enhanced premium tax credits, which Congress passed in 2021 along with pandemic relief 

funds.” [WHYY, 4/6/26] 

 

When Trump Needed His Vote, Fitzpatrick Voted  
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May 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote To Advance Trump’s One Big Beautiful 

Bill Out Of The House, Siding With Trump When His Vote Was Decisive  

 

Philly Magazine: While Fitzpatrick Voted Against OBBB When Republicans Had Enough Yes 

Votes For Passage, Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote On An Earlier Version When The “Final 

Tally Was … Wait For It … 218 To 217.” “Not that any of this helped Fitzpatrick score any points with 

Democrats in his district, who noted that his no vote was essentially inconsequential — Republicans had 

enough yes votes that the One Big Beautiful Bill passed anyway. In contrast, those Democrats will tell 

you, when a version of the bill came before the House a month earlier, Fitzpatrick had not only voted for 

it, but had effectively put it over the top. The final tally was … wait for it … 218 to 217.” [Philly 

Magazine, 1/16/26] 

 

May 22, 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote For HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In 

May 2025, Perry voted for: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 11 

House committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution (H Con. Res. 

14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House Budget Committee that will increase 

or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified amounts.” The bill passed the 

U.S. House 215-214, with Fitzpatrick voting in favor. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25] 

 

July 3, 2025: Fitzpatrick Voted Against HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 

several congressional committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution 

(H Con. Res. 14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House or Senate Budget 

Committee that will increase or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified 

amounts.” Fitzpatrick voted against concurring with the U.S. Senate amendment, which passed the U.S. 

House 218-214. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #190, 7/3/25] 

 

Fitzpatrick Could Have Blocked The One Big Beautiful Bill But Instead Cast The Deciding 

Vote To Advance It 

 

PoliticsPA Headline: “Yes, A PA Republican Could Have Blocked The ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’ It 

Didn’t Happen” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

PoliticsPA: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill To Advance It Out Of The House 

When It Came Down To A Single Vote. “It came down to a single vote.  Two Republicans voted no – 

Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio). One voted present – Freedom Caucus 

chair Andy Harris (R-Md.).  Two failed to vote – Reps. Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.) and David 

Schweikert (R-Ariz.). The Empire state rep apparently fell asleep in the back of the room during the 20-

hour markup session, according to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). No reason was given for the lack of 

vote from Schweikert.  And all 10 Pennsylvania GOP members voted yes.  Expect the ramifications of the 

early AM vote on Thursday to be felt until November of next year.  The four Keystone State 

representatives from swing districts – Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-01), Ryan Mackenzie (R-07), Rob 

Bresnahan (R-08), and Scott Perry (R-10) – will be asked to defend their vote incessantly over the next 18 

months. Their success in doing so to their constituents could decide control of the U.S. House in the 120th 

Congress.  The Republican Party quickly coalesced around the quartet. […] The bill now heads to the 

Senate where Republicans hold a 53-47 majority. It is expected that some changes are forthcoming, 

however, President Donald Trump is pressuring Senate Majority Leader John Thune to avoid such 

alterations.” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 
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Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Votes With His Party And Supports Trump’s 

Priorities The Vast Majority Of The Time” 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Votes With His Party And Supports Trump’s Priorities The 

Vast Majority Of The Time, Though He’s Broken With Them In Instances.” “Both parties are 

competing heavily over four Republican-held seats in Pennsylvania, making the state one of the 

centerpieces in the fight to win the House majority during this year’s high-stakes midterms.  The NRCC 

and other Republican groups have promised to help reelect all four incumbents. And with the new ads 

benefiting Fitzpatrick, the NRCC is spending first on the candidate who’s been the most publicly critical 

of their leadership and even gotten some blowback from Trump as a result.  ‘Trump can say whatever 

Trump wants,’ Robin Kolodny, a Temple University political science professor, said of the president’s 

accusations that Fitzpatrick is insufficiently loyal. ‘But you get to 218 by adding one race at a time. And 

if you have an incumbent who’s been successful, the party has every incentive to support them until they 

find that the polling says it’s the lost cause.’  Fitzpatrick has won five terms in a nearly evenly divided 

Bucks County-based district with what observers have called a specific brand of politics. He votes with 

his party and supports Trump’s priorities the vast majority of the time, though he’s broken with them in 

instances like the final passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill and the expiration of COVID-era Affordable 

Care Act tax credits that kept costs lower for individuals using the public marketplace.  His recent 

opposition to the anti-weaponization fund has echoes of that healthcare debate in December, when 

Fitzpatrick joined with Democrats in trying to use a process called a discharge petition to force a vote that 

Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson declined to set up.” [Philadelphia Inquirer, 6/12/26] 

 

• Bucks County Herald: Peter Malamis Letter To The Editor: “There Are Too Many Missed 

Opportunities And Troubling Votes On [Fitzpatrick’s] Record To View Him As Anything 

Other Than Ineffective At Best And A Trump Enabler At Worst.” “There is not a centrist 

achievement of Fitzpatrick’s that would not have occurred under a Democrat or Independent. 

Conversely, there are too many missed opportunities and troubling votes on his record to view him as 

anything other than ineffective at best and a Trump enabler at worst.  There is always a critical role 

for moderates to play. However, being a centrist doesn’t mean there’s no right or wrong. It doesn’t 

prevent taking a passionate stand based on passionate strong values. And, it certainly doesn’t mean 

that you don’t have to explain yourself or learn from your constituents.” [Bucks County Herald, Peter 

Malamis Letter to the Editor, 4/16/26] 

 

• WHYY: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill In The House To Advance The 

Legislation To The Senate. “Fitzpatrick has often sought to distance himself from Trump, but has 

faced attacks from Democrats for consistently siding with the Republican Party on critical 

legislation.  On the first round of voting for the Trump administration’s ‘One Big Beautiful Bill’ last 

year, Fitzpatrick voted to advance the legislation to the Senate.” [WHYY, 5/19/26] 

 

To Give Tax Cuts To Billionaires While Cutting $1 Trillion From Medicaid And 

Billions From SNAP Food Assistance.  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Tax Cuts To Billionaires And The Top 0.1% Of Earners 

In America 

 

The Guardian: “The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Doled Out Enormous Tax Cuts To Billionaire And 

Millionaire Alike.” “Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act doled out enormous tax cuts to billionaire and 

millionaire alike. fter the House passed its version of Donald Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

(OBBBA) last year – the one that paired a $5tn-plus tax cut with $1tn-plus of cuts from food stamps and 
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Medicaid – the House speaker, Mike Johnson, explained that ‘this is not giving tax cuts to the 

millionaires’. The beneficiaries, he said, were ‘small business owners’ that ‘provide the jobs in every 

community in America’.  Johnson was playing to the myth of the modest, sturdy Main Street job creator. 

It is an appealing story. It’s also the most consequential piece of BS distorting American policy that 

deprives the government of tax revenue, stunts American capitalism, twists regulations, thwarts 

competition and overwhelmingly serves millionaires’ interests.” [The Guardian, 8/15/26] 

 

The OBBB Would Extend The Trump 2017 Corporate And Individual Tax Cuts. “The 1,100-page 

bill would extend corporate and individual tax cuts passed in 2017 during Trump's first term in office, 

cancel many green-energy incentives passed by Democratic former President Joe Biden and tighten 

eligibility for health and food programs for the poor. It also would fund Trump's crackdown on 

immigration, adding tens of thousands of border guards and creating the capacity to deport up to 1 million 

people each year. Regulations on firearm silencers would be loosened.” [Reuters, 5/22/25] 

 

Economic Policy Institute: The Trump Tax Cuts Disproportionately Benefited Higher-Income 

Households. “Republican majorities in Congress and President Trump will soon legislate to extend 

expiring provisions of the 2017 tax law, commonly called the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA). These 

extensions will lock in lower individual income and estate tax rates, with benefits disproportionately 

accruing to higher-income households. Further, the corporate income tax rate cuts that were part of the 

2017 law will remain indefinitely—and there is some talk of providing corporations even deeper tax 

cuts.” [Economic Policy Institute, 2/13/25] 

 

CBO Analysis Stated That The Bill Would Increase Household Resources For The Top 10 Percent 

Of Americans. “The CBO also released an analysis this week stating the bill's effect would lead to the 

bottom 10% of Americans seeing their household resources reduced by 4% — largely through cuts to 

federal spending on Medicaid and food aid — while the top 10% would see an increase in their resources 

by 2%.” [Yahoo Finance, 5/22/25] 

 

Treasury’s Office Of Tax Analysis Found That The Top 0.1 Percent Of Earners Would See A 

$314,000 Tax Cut Under The Proposed Extension. “On Friday, the U.S. Treasury released a new 

analysis of the various ways that extending the expiring individual and estate tax provisions of Trump’s 

2017 tax overhaul — known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act — could cost the government, and who would 

directly benefit the most from the legislation’s permanent extension. For instance, the Treasury’s Office 

of Tax Analysis estimates that the top 0.1% of earners would get a tax cut of $314,000 under a full 

extension of the individual and estate tax provisions, with the total cost of those tax cuts amounting to 

$4.2 trillion between 2026 and 2035.” [Associated Press, 1/10/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Cut $1 Trillion From Medicaid  

 

Washington Post: The One Big Beautiful Bill Slashed “About $1 Trillion From Medicaid — The 

Largest Cut In The Program’s History, And At Least 17 Million Americans Are Projected To Lose 

Health Coverage” “Congress has signed off on a $3.4 trillion legislative package featuring new tax 

breaks, spending cuts, and more funding for defense and immigration enforcement, delivering President 

Donald Trump his ‘big, beautiful bill’ despite rumblings from fiscal hawks about the projected $4 trillion 

it could add to the national debt over the next decade. […] The bill slashes about $1 trillion from 

Medicaid — the largest cut in the program’s history — and at least 17 million Americans are projected to 

lose health coverage or insurance subsidies that make coverage affordable, according to the nonpartisan 

Congressional Budget Office.” [Washington Post, 7/3/25]  
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One Big Beautiful Bill Cut SNAP By Around $186 Billion 

 

Center For American Progress: “The Senate Has Released Its Version Of The One Big Beautiful 

Bill Act, Which Would Enact The Largest Cut To The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) In The Program’s History According To Center For American Progress Estimates.” “The 

Senate has released its version of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which would enact the largest cut to the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in the program’s history according to Center for 

American Progress estimates. Despite the proposal cutting less than the House-passed version’s nearly 

$300 billion in cuts, it is even more extreme than the House version in some key aspects. Moreover, this 

legislation comes at a time when food insecurity is rising across all 50 states, reaching levels not seen 

since 2014.” [Center for American Progress, 6/26/25]  

 

• CBPP Headline: “House Reconciliation Bill Proposes Deepest SNAP Cut In History, Would 

Take Food Assistance Away From Millions of Low-Income Families.” [Center on Budget and 

Policy Priorities, 5/28/25] 

 

• The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Cut SNAP By Around $186 Billion. President Trump's massive 

tax and spending bill, which is advancing through the House after surviving its Republican push 

through the Senate, would slash food benefits for thousands. The big picture: It would mark a historic 

cut to the social safety net that Republicans claim weeds out waste, fraud and abuse — but experts 

say the restructuring of assistance programs could leave more people hungry and uninsured. […] By 

the numbers: The bill would reduce nutrition funding, which includes SNAP, by around $186 billion 

between 2025 and 2034.  [Axios, 7/3/25]  

 

Because Of Fitzpatrick’s Vote, Lower Bucks Hospital May Be Forced To Close,  

 

Medicaid Cuts Put Lower Bucks Hospital At Risk Of Closure 

 

Bucks County Courier: “Lower Bucks Hospital And Half A Dozen Other Medical Centers Are At 

Risk Of Shrinking Or Closing As Result Of Recent Medicaid Cuts, A Nonprofit Analysis Has 

Found.” “Lower Bucks Hospital and half a dozen other medical centers are at risk of shrinking or closing 

as result of recent Medicaid cuts, a nonprofit analysis has found.  An analysis of more than 4,000 U.S. 

hospitals identified 446 hospitals at ‘high risk’ of closing or reducing services due to federal health care 

spending cuts passed in last year's budget bill that will roll out over a decade. Several Bucks County-area 

facilities, including Lower Bucks Hospital, made the list.  The threat of reduced services has already 

become a reality for at least one local hospital on the list: Suburban Community Hospital in East Norriton 

became a ‘micro hospital’ in 2024. A year later its ER closed, and the hospital is now a behavioral health 

facility.” [Bucks County Courier, 4/14/26]  

 

Nursing Home Care Could Be Cut,  

 

AARP: One Big Beautiful Bill’s Medicaid Cuts Could Negatively Impact Nursing Home 

Care  

 

One Big Beautiful Bill Rolls Back Nursing Home Care Standards That Could Have Saved 13,000 

Lives Per Year, According To The AARP. “The nation’s 1.2 million nursing home residents and their 

families could see these problems intensify under the sweeping tax and domestic policy law signed earlier 

this month.   The One Big Beautiful Bill Act, signed by President Donald Trump on July 4, delays federal 

standards designed to improve staffing at nursing homes by nearly a decade. Chronic understaffing in 
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these facilities is a widespread issue in the U.S. that often leads to neglect, abuse and even death of 

residents. The new standards could save about 13,000 lives per year, according to research by the 

University of Pennsylvania.” [AARP, 7/23/25] 

 

Morning Star: Medicaid Is The Single Largest Payer Of Nursing Homes In The United States, 

Helping Cover Bills For 6 In 10 Residents.  “The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 

estimates the OBBBA will cut approximately $911 billion from federal Medicaid spending through 2034. 

That is critical for nursing home residents. Medicaid is the single largest payer of nursing home costs in 

the United States, covering the bills for more than 6 in 10 residents, according to health policy research 

organization KFF.  Those funding reductions do not disappear - they shift the burden to states, facilities, 

and families. States now face an impossible choice: raise their own revenue, cut Medicaid services, 

tighten eligibility requirements, or reduce how much they reimburse nursing homes for each resident's 

care. Some states have already indicated lower Medicaid provider rates or are considering cuts heading 

into the 2026-2027 fiscal year, with further pressure expected in 2027.  For families of nursing home 

residents, this translates into real and immediate risk. Facilities operating on reduced Medicaid 

reimbursements may cut staffing hours, reduce therapy and activity programs, delay maintenance and 

safety repairs, or - in the worst cases - close entirely. Since the law's passage, more than 800 hospitals, 

nursing homes, and other health care facilities across the country have closed, reduced services, or been 

identified as at serious risk of closure, according to a Protect Our Care analysis published in April 2026.” 

[Morning Star, 6/22/26] 

 

Tens Of Thousands Of People In Our Area Are Losing Their Healthcare  

 

145,000 Pennsylvanians Dropped Affordable Care Act Health Care Coverage After 

Congress Failed To Extend ACA Tax Credits 

 

GoErie Headline: “Pa. Has Seen 145K Cancel ACA Coverage Amid Monthly Cost Spikes” [GoErie, 

5/13/26] 

 

GoErie: More Than 145,000 Pennsylvanians Have Dropped Their Affordable Cre Act Coverage As 

Their Premiums Shot Up. “More than 145,000 Pennsylvanians have dropped their Affordable Care Act 

coverage in recent months since their premiums shot up, representing a steady enrollment decline that 

state officials predicted would stretch well into 2026.  Roughly 60,000 of those people have exited the 

state's health insurance marketplace, or Pennie, since open enrollment ended Jan. 31, according to state 

data through April.  Pennie officials had expected these decreases after Congress declined to extend tax 

credits that made monthly payments more affordable for many coverage recipients. The lapse of these 

credits sent health premiums soaring by double on average and by more in some pockets of the state.” 

[GoErie, 5/13/26] 

 

• GoErie: The Price Increases Were A Result Of Congress Not Extending The ACA Tax Credits. 

“More than 145,000 Pennsylvanians have dropped their Affordable Care Act coverage in recent 

months since their premiums shot up, representing a steady enrollment decline that state officials 

predicted would stretch well into 2026.  Roughly 60,000 of those people have exited the state's health 

insurance marketplace, or Pennie, since open enrollment ended Jan. 31, according to state data 

through April.  Pennie officials had expected these decreases after Congress declined to extend tax 

credits that made monthly payments more affordable for many coverage recipients. The lapse of these 

credits sent health premiums soaring by double on average and by more in some pockets of the state.” 

[GoErie, 5/13/26] 
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And Premiums Are Skyrocketing, While The Cost Of Living Everywhere Continues 

To Increase. 

 

One Big Beautiful Bill Made Pennie Individual Marketplace Premiums Increase 102%  

 

Morning Call: “The Nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians Who Buy Their Plans Through Pennie’s 

Individual Marketplace Will See An Average 102% Increase In The Cost Of Their Premiums.” 

“The nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians who buy their plans through Pennie’s individual marketplace will 

see an average 102% increase in the cost of their premiums. But those increases vary wildly, according to 

the state; for example, a 60-year-old married couple in York County with $82,000 in annual income 

would see their yearly premiums skyrocket from $7,032 to $35,712 per year, according to state Insurance 

Department figures.” [Morning Call, 10/22/25] 

 

The Cost Of Living In Pennsylvania Was Higher As Families Struggled To Afford Health 

Care, Food, And Gas 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: “Pennsylvania Families Struggle To Afford Healthcare, Food And Gas 

As Prices Rise” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: ““Across Pennsylvania, People Are Struggling In The Wake Of 

Congressional Republicans’ Policy Decisions.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling in the 

wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal food 

assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 

which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 

Pennsylvania Independent: “Individuals Shared Their Experiences With Rising Costs And How 

The Increases Are Harming Them And Their Families.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling 

in the wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal 

food assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 

which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 
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Brian Fitzpatrick Message #4 Backup 
 

Fitzpatrick was the deciding vote to give tax cuts to billionaires while making healthcare more expensive. 

When Trump needed his vote, Fitzpatrick voted to give tax cuts to billionaires while cutting $1 trillion 

from Medicaid and billions from SNAP food assistance. Because of Fitzpatrick’s vote, Lower Bucks 

Hospital may be forced to close, nursing home care could be cut, tens of thousands of people in our area 

are losing their healthcare and premiums are skyrocketing, while the cost of living continues to increase. 

 

Fitzpatrick Was The Deciding Vote To Give Tax Cuts To Billionaires While Making 

Healthcare More Expensive. 

 

May 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote To Advance Trump’s One Big Beautiful 

Bill Out Of The House, Siding With Trump When His Vote Was Decisive  

 

Philly Magazine: While Fitzpatrick Voted Against OBBB When Republicans Had Enough Yes 

Votes For Passage, Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote On An Earlier Version When The “Final 

Tally Was … Wait For It … 218 To 217.” “Not that any of this helped Fitzpatrick score any points with 

Democrats in his district, who noted that his no vote was essentially inconsequential — Republicans had 

enough yes votes that the One Big Beautiful Bill passed anyway. In contrast, those Democrats will tell 

you, when a version of the bill came before the House a month earlier, Fitzpatrick had not only voted for 

it, but had effectively put it over the top. The final tally was … wait for it … 218 to 217.” [Philly 

Magazine, 1/16/26] 

 

May 22, 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote For HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In 

May 2025, Perry voted for: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 11 

House committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution (H Con. Res. 

14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House Budget Committee that will increase 

or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified amounts.” The bill passed the 

U.S. House 215-214, with Fitzpatrick voting in favor. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25] 

 

July 3, 2025: Fitzpatrick Voted Against HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 

several congressional committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution 

(H Con. Res. 14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House or Senate Budget 

Committee that will increase or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified 

amounts.” Fitzpatrick voted against concurring with the U.S. Senate amendment, which passed the U.S. 

House 218-214. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #190, 7/3/25] 

 

Fitzpatrick Could Have Blocked The One Big Beautiful Bill But Instead Cast The Deciding 

Vote To Advance It 

 

PoliticsPA Headline: “Yes, A PA Republican Could Have Blocked The ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’ It 

Didn’t Happen” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

PoliticsPA: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill To Advance It Out Of The House 

When It Came Down To A Single Vote. “It came down to a single vote.  Two Republicans voted no – 

Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio). One voted present – Freedom Caucus 

chair Andy Harris (R-Md.).  Two failed to vote – Reps. Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.) and David 
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Schweikert (R-Ariz.). The Empire state rep apparently fell asleep in the back of the room during the 20-

hour markup session, according to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). No reason was given for the lack of 

vote from Schweikert.  And all 10 Pennsylvania GOP members voted yes.  Expect the ramifications of the 

early AM vote on Thursday to be felt until November of next year.  The four Keystone State 

representatives from swing districts – Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-01), Ryan Mackenzie (R-07), Rob 

Bresnahan (R-08), and Scott Perry (R-10) – will be asked to defend their vote incessantly over the next 18 

months. Their success in doing so to their constituents could decide control of the U.S. House in the 120th 

Congress.  The Republican Party quickly coalesced around the quartet. […] The bill now heads to the 

Senate where Republicans hold a 53-47 majority. It is expected that some changes are forthcoming, 

however, President Donald Trump is pressuring Senate Majority Leader John Thune to avoid such 

alterations.” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Tax Cuts To Billionaires And The Top 0.1% Of Earners 

In America 

 

The Guardian: “The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Doled Out Enormous Tax Cuts To Billionaire And 

Millionaire Alike.” “Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act doled out enormous tax cuts to billionaire and 

millionaire alike. fter the House passed its version of Donald Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

(OBBBA) last year – the one that paired a $5tn-plus tax cut with $1tn-plus of cuts from food stamps and 

Medicaid – the House speaker, Mike Johnson, explained that ‘this is not giving tax cuts to the 

millionaires’. The beneficiaries, he said, were ‘small business owners’ that ‘provide the jobs in every 

community in America’.  Johnson was playing to the myth of the modest, sturdy Main Street job creator. 

It is an appealing story. It’s also the most consequential piece of BS distorting American policy that 

deprives the government of tax revenue, stunts American capitalism, twists regulations, thwarts 

competition and overwhelmingly serves millionaires’ interests.” [The Guardian, 8/15/26] 

 

The OBBB Would Extend The Trump 2017 Corporate And Individual Tax Cuts. “The 1,100-page 

bill would extend corporate and individual tax cuts passed in 2017 during Trump's first term in office, 

cancel many green-energy incentives passed by Democratic former President Joe Biden and tighten 

eligibility for health and food programs for the poor. It also would fund Trump's crackdown on 

immigration, adding tens of thousands of border guards and creating the capacity to deport up to 1 million 

people each year. Regulations on firearm silencers would be loosened.” [Reuters, 5/22/25] 

 

Economic Policy Institute: The Trump Tax Cuts Disproportionately Benefited Higher-Income 

Households. “Republican majorities in Congress and President Trump will soon legislate to extend 

expiring provisions of the 2017 tax law, commonly called the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA). These 

extensions will lock in lower individual income and estate tax rates, with benefits disproportionately 

accruing to higher-income households. Further, the corporate income tax rate cuts that were part of the 

2017 law will remain indefinitely—and there is some talk of providing corporations even deeper tax 

cuts.” [Economic Policy Institute, 2/13/25] 

 

CBO Analysis Stated That The Bill Would Increase Household Resources For The Top 10 Percent 

Of Americans. “The CBO also released an analysis this week stating the bill's effect would lead to the 

bottom 10% of Americans seeing their household resources reduced by 4% — largely through cuts to 

federal spending on Medicaid and food aid — while the top 10% would see an increase in their resources 

by 2%.” [Yahoo Finance, 5/22/25] 

 

Treasury’s Office Of Tax Analysis Found That The Top 0.1 Percent Of Earners Would See A 

$314,000 Tax Cut Under The Proposed Extension. “On Friday, the U.S. Treasury released a new 

analysis of the various ways that extending the expiring individual and estate tax provisions of Trump’s 
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2017 tax overhaul — known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act — could cost the government, and who would 

directly benefit the most from the legislation’s permanent extension. For instance, the Treasury’s Office 

of Tax Analysis estimates that the top 0.1% of earners would get a tax cut of $314,000 under a full 

extension of the individual and estate tax provisions, with the total cost of those tax cuts amounting to 

$4.2 trillion between 2026 and 2035.” [Associated Press, 1/10/25] 

 

One Big Beautiful Bill Made Pennie Individual Marketplace Premiums Increase By An 

Average Of 102%  

 

Morning Call: “The Nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians Who Buy Their Plans Through Pennie’s 

Individual Marketplace Will See An Average 102% Increase In The Cost Of Their Premiums.” 

“The nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians who buy their plans through Pennie’s individual marketplace will 

see an average 102% increase in the cost of their premiums. But those increases vary wildly, according to 

the state; for example, a 60-year-old married couple in York County with $82,000 in annual income 

would see their yearly premiums skyrocket from $7,032 to $35,712 per year, according to state Insurance 

Department figures.” [Morning Call, 10/22/25] 

 

• Pennie Is Pennsylvania’s ACA Marketplace. “A record number of people were enrolled in health 

insurance through Pennie, Pennsylvania’s ACA marketplace, in 2025. State officials largely credit the 

federal enhanced premium tax credits, which Congress passed in 2021 along with pandemic relief 

funds.” [WHYY, 4/6/26] 

 

 When Trump Needed His Vote, Fitzpatrick Voted  

 

May 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote To Advance Trump’s One Big Beautiful 

Bill Out Of The House, Siding With Trump When His Vote Was Decisive  

 

Philly Magazine: While Fitzpatrick Voted Against OBBB When Republicans Had Enough Yes 

Votes For Passage, Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote On An Earlier Version When The “Final 

Tally Was … Wait For It … 218 To 217.” “Not that any of this helped Fitzpatrick score any points with 

Democrats in his district, who noted that his no vote was essentially inconsequential — Republicans had 

enough yes votes that the One Big Beautiful Bill passed anyway. In contrast, those Democrats will tell 

you, when a version of the bill came before the House a month earlier, Fitzpatrick had not only voted for 

it, but had effectively put it over the top. The final tally was … wait for it … 218 to 217.” [Philly 

Magazine, 1/16/26] 

 

May 22, 2025: Fitzpatrick Cast The Deciding Vote For HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In 

May 2025, Perry voted for: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 11 

House committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution (H Con. Res. 

14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House Budget Committee that will increase 

or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified amounts.” The bill passed the 

U.S. House 215-214, with Fitzpatrick voting in favor. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #145, 5/22/25] 

 

July 3, 2025: Fitzpatrick Voted Against HR 1, The One Big Beautiful Bill Act. In July 2025, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “It is known as a reconciliation bill and includes legislation submitted by 

several congressional committees pursuant to provisions in the FY2025 congressional budget resolution 

(H Con. Res. 14) that directed the committees to submit legislation to the House or Senate Budget 

Committee that will increase or decrease the deficit and increase the statutory debt limit by specified 
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amounts.” Fitzpatrick voted against concurring with the U.S. Senate amendment, which passed the U.S. 

House 218-214. [Congress.gov, HR 1, Vote #190, 7/3/25] 

 

Fitzpatrick Could Have Blocked The One Big Beautiful Bill But Instead Cast The Deciding 

Vote To Advance It 

 

PoliticsPA Headline: “Yes, A PA Republican Could Have Blocked The ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’ It 

Didn’t Happen” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

PoliticsPA: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill To Advance It Out Of The House 

When It Came Down To A Single Vote. “It came down to a single vote.  Two Republicans voted no – 

Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio). One voted present – Freedom Caucus 

chair Andy Harris (R-Md.).  Two failed to vote – Reps. Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.) and David 

Schweikert (R-Ariz.). The Empire state rep apparently fell asleep in the back of the room during the 20-

hour markup session, according to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). No reason was given for the lack of 

vote from Schweikert.  And all 10 Pennsylvania GOP members voted yes.  Expect the ramifications of the 

early AM vote on Thursday to be felt until November of next year.  The four Keystone State 

representatives from swing districts – Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-01), Ryan Mackenzie (R-07), Rob 

Bresnahan (R-08), and Scott Perry (R-10) – will be asked to defend their vote incessantly over the next 18 

months. Their success in doing so to their constituents could decide control of the U.S. House in the 120th 

Congress.  The Republican Party quickly coalesced around the quartet. […] The bill now heads to the 

Senate where Republicans hold a 53-47 majority. It is expected that some changes are forthcoming, 

however, President Donald Trump is pressuring Senate Majority Leader John Thune to avoid such 

alterations.” [PoliticsPA, 5/22/25] 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Votes With His Party And Supports Trump’s 

Priorities The Vast Majority Of The Time” 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer: Fitzpatrick “Votes With His Party And Supports Trump’s Priorities The 

Vast Majority Of The Time, Though He’s Broken With Them In Instances.” “Both parties are 

competing heavily over four Republican-held seats in Pennsylvania, making the state one of the 

centerpieces in the fight to win the House majority during this year’s high-stakes midterms.  The NRCC 

and other Republican groups have promised to help reelect all four incumbents. And with the new ads 

benefiting Fitzpatrick, the NRCC is spending first on the candidate who’s been the most publicly critical 

of their leadership and even gotten some blowback from Trump as a result.  ‘Trump can say whatever 

Trump wants,’ Robin Kolodny, a Temple University political science professor, said of the president’s 

accusations that Fitzpatrick is insufficiently loyal. ‘But you get to 218 by adding one race at a time. And 

if you have an incumbent who’s been successful, the party has every incentive to support them until they 

find that the polling says it’s the lost cause.’  Fitzpatrick has won five terms in a nearly evenly divided 

Bucks County-based district with what observers have called a specific brand of politics. He votes with 

his party and supports Trump’s priorities the vast majority of the time, though he’s broken with them in 

instances like the final passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill and the expiration of COVID-era Affordable 

Care Act tax credits that kept costs lower for individuals using the public marketplace.  His recent 

opposition to the anti-weaponization fund has echoes of that healthcare debate in December, when 

Fitzpatrick joined with Democrats in trying to use a process called a discharge petition to force a vote that 

Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson declined to set up.” [Philadelphia Inquirer, 6/12/26] 

 

• Bucks County Herald: Peter Malamis Letter To The Editor: “There Are Too Many Missed 

Opportunities And Troubling Votes On [Fitzpatrick’s] Record To View Him As Anything 

Other Than Ineffective At Best And A Trump Enabler At Worst.” “There is not a centrist 
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achievement of Fitzpatrick’s that would not have occurred under a Democrat or Independent. 

Conversely, there are too many missed opportunities and troubling votes on his record to view him as 

anything other than ineffective at best and a Trump enabler at worst.  There is always a critical role 

for moderates to play. However, being a centrist doesn’t mean there’s no right or wrong. It doesn’t 

prevent taking a passionate stand based on passionate strong values. And, it certainly doesn’t mean 

that you don’t have to explain yourself or learn from your constituents.” [Bucks County Herald, Peter 

Malamis Letter to the Editor, 4/16/26] 

 

• WHYY: Fitzpatrick Voted For The One Big Beautiful Bill In The House To Advance The 

Legislation To The Senate. “Fitzpatrick has often sought to distance himself from Trump, but has 

faced attacks from Democrats for consistently siding with the Republican Party on critical 

legislation.  On the first round of voting for the Trump administration’s ‘One Big Beautiful Bill’ last 

year, Fitzpatrick voted to advance the legislation to the Senate.” [WHYY, 5/19/26] 

 

To Give Tax Cuts To Billionaires While Cutting $1 Trillion From Medicaid And 

Billions From SNAP Food Assistance.  

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Gave Tax Cuts To Billionaires And The Top 0.1% Of Earners 

In America 

 

The Guardian: “The One Big Beautiful Bill Act Doled Out Enormous Tax Cuts To Billionaire And 

Millionaire Alike.” “Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act doled out enormous tax cuts to billionaire and 

millionaire alike. fter the House passed its version of Donald Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

(OBBBA) last year – the one that paired a $5tn-plus tax cut with $1tn-plus of cuts from food stamps and 

Medicaid – the House speaker, Mike Johnson, explained that ‘this is not giving tax cuts to the 

millionaires’. The beneficiaries, he said, were ‘small business owners’ that ‘provide the jobs in every 

community in America’.  Johnson was playing to the myth of the modest, sturdy Main Street job creator. 

It is an appealing story. It’s also the most consequential piece of BS distorting American policy that 

deprives the government of tax revenue, stunts American capitalism, twists regulations, thwarts 

competition and overwhelmingly serves millionaires’ interests.” [The Guardian, 8/15/26] 

 

The OBBB Would Extend The Trump 2017 Corporate And Individual Tax Cuts. “The 1,100-page 

bill would extend corporate and individual tax cuts passed in 2017 during Trump's first term in office, 

cancel many green-energy incentives passed by Democratic former President Joe Biden and tighten 

eligibility for health and food programs for the poor. It also would fund Trump's crackdown on 

immigration, adding tens of thousands of border guards and creating the capacity to deport up to 1 million 

people each year. Regulations on firearm silencers would be loosened.” [Reuters, 5/22/25] 

 

Economic Policy Institute: The Trump Tax Cuts Disproportionately Benefited Higher-Income 

Households. “Republican majorities in Congress and President Trump will soon legislate to extend 

expiring provisions of the 2017 tax law, commonly called the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA). These 

extensions will lock in lower individual income and estate tax rates, with benefits disproportionately 

accruing to higher-income households. Further, the corporate income tax rate cuts that were part of the 

2017 law will remain indefinitely—and there is some talk of providing corporations even deeper tax 

cuts.” [Economic Policy Institute, 2/13/25] 

 

CBO Analysis Stated That The Bill Would Increase Household Resources For The Top 10 Percent 

Of Americans. “The CBO also released an analysis this week stating the bill's effect would lead to the 

bottom 10% of Americans seeing their household resources reduced by 4% — largely through cuts to 
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federal spending on Medicaid and food aid — while the top 10% would see an increase in their resources 

by 2%.” [Yahoo Finance, 5/22/25] 

 

Treasury’s Office Of Tax Analysis Found That The Top 0.1 Percent Of Earners Would See A 

$314,000 Tax Cut Under The Proposed Extension. “On Friday, the U.S. Treasury released a new 

analysis of the various ways that extending the expiring individual and estate tax provisions of Trump’s 

2017 tax overhaul — known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act — could cost the government, and who would 

directly benefit the most from the legislation’s permanent extension. For instance, the Treasury’s Office 

of Tax Analysis estimates that the top 0.1% of earners would get a tax cut of $314,000 under a full 

extension of the individual and estate tax provisions, with the total cost of those tax cuts amounting to 

$4.2 trillion between 2026 and 2035.” [Associated Press, 1/10/25] 

 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Cut $1 Trillion From Medicaid  

 

Washington Post: The One Big Beautiful Bill Slashed “About $1 Trillion From Medicaid — The 

Largest Cut In The Program’s History, And At Least 17 Million Americans Are Projected To Lose 

Health Coverage” “Congress has signed off on a $3.4 trillion legislative package featuring new tax 

breaks, spending cuts, and more funding for defense and immigration enforcement, delivering President 

Donald Trump his ‘big, beautiful bill’ despite rumblings from fiscal hawks about the projected $4 trillion 

it could add to the national debt over the next decade. […] The bill slashes about $1 trillion from 

Medicaid — the largest cut in the program’s history — and at least 17 million Americans are projected to 

lose health coverage or insurance subsidies that make coverage affordable, according to the nonpartisan 

Congressional Budget Office.” [Washington Post, 7/3/25]  

 

One Big Beautiful Bill Cut SNAP By Around $186 Billion 

 

Center For American Progress: “The Senate Has Released Its Version Of The One Big Beautiful 

Bill Act, Which Would Enact The Largest Cut To The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) In The Program’s History According To Center For American Progress Estimates.” “The 

Senate has released its version of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which would enact the largest cut to the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in the program’s history according to Center for 

American Progress estimates. Despite the proposal cutting less than the House-passed version’s nearly 

$300 billion in cuts, it is even more extreme than the House version in some key aspects. Moreover, this 

legislation comes at a time when food insecurity is rising across all 50 states, reaching levels not seen 

since 2014.” [Center for American Progress, 6/26/25]  

 

• CBPP Headline: “House Reconciliation Bill Proposes Deepest SNAP Cut In History, Would 

Take Food Assistance Away From Millions of Low-Income Families.” [Center on Budget and 

Policy Priorities, 5/28/25] 

 

• The One Big Beautiful Bill Would Cut SNAP By Around $186 Billion. President Trump's massive 

tax and spending bill, which is advancing through the House after surviving its Republican push 

through the Senate, would slash food benefits for thousands. The big picture: It would mark a historic 

cut to the social safety net that Republicans claim weeds out waste, fraud and abuse — but experts 

say the restructuring of assistance programs could leave more people hungry and uninsured. […] By 

the numbers: The bill would reduce nutrition funding, which includes SNAP, by around $186 billion 

between 2025 and 2034.  [Axios, 7/3/25]  

 

Because Of Fitzpatrick’s Vote, Lower Bucks Hospital May Be Forced To Close,  
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Medicaid Cuts Put Lower Bucks Hospital At Risk Of Closure 

 

Bucks County Courier: “Lower Bucks Hospital And Half A Dozen Other Medical Centers Are At 

Risk Of Shrinking Or Closing As Result Of Recent Medicaid Cuts, A Nonprofit Analysis Has 

Found.” “Lower Bucks Hospital and half a dozen other medical centers are at risk of shrinking or closing 

as result of recent Medicaid cuts, a nonprofit analysis has found.  An analysis of more than 4,000 U.S. 

hospitals identified 446 hospitals at ‘high risk’ of closing or reducing services due to federal health care 

spending cuts passed in last year's budget bill that will roll out over a decade. Several Bucks County-area 

facilities, including Lower Bucks Hospital, made the list.  The threat of reduced services has already 

become a reality for at least one local hospital on the list: Suburban Community Hospital in East Norriton 

became a ‘micro hospital’ in 2024. A year later its ER closed, and the hospital is now a behavioral health 

facility.” [Bucks County Courier, 4/14/26]  

 

Nursing Home Care Could Be Cut,  

 

AARP: One Big Beautiful Bill’s Medicaid Cuts Could Negatively Impact Nursing Home 

Care  

 

One Big Beautiful Bill Rolls Back Nursing Home Care Standards That Could Have Saved 13,000 

Lives Per Year, According To The AARP. “The nation’s 1.2 million nursing home residents and their 

families could see these problems intensify under the sweeping tax and domestic policy law signed earlier 

this month.   The One Big Beautiful Bill Act, signed by President Donald Trump on July 4, delays federal 

standards designed to improve staffing at nursing homes by nearly a decade. Chronic understaffing in 

these facilities is a widespread issue in the U.S. that often leads to neglect, abuse and even death of 

residents. The new standards could save about 13,000 lives per year, according to research by the 

University of Pennsylvania.” [AARP, 7/23/25] 

 

Morning Star: Medicaid Is The Single Largest Payer Of Nursing Homes In The United States, 

Helping Cover Bills For 6 In 10 Residents.  “The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 

estimates the OBBBA will cut approximately $911 billion from federal Medicaid spending through 2034. 

That is critical for nursing home residents. Medicaid is the single largest payer of nursing home costs in 

the United States, covering the bills for more than 6 in 10 residents, according to health policy research 

organization KFF.  Those funding reductions do not disappear - they shift the burden to states, facilities, 

and families. States now face an impossible choice: raise their own revenue, cut Medicaid services, 

tighten eligibility requirements, or reduce how much they reimburse nursing homes for each resident's 

care. Some states have already indicated lower Medicaid provider rates or are considering cuts heading 

into the 2026-2027 fiscal year, with further pressure expected in 2027.  For families of nursing home 

residents, this translates into real and immediate risk. Facilities operating on reduced Medicaid 

reimbursements may cut staffing hours, reduce therapy and activity programs, delay maintenance and 

safety repairs, or - in the worst cases - close entirely. Since the law's passage, more than 800 hospitals, 

nursing homes, and other health care facilities across the country have closed, reduced services, or been 

identified as at serious risk of closure, according to a Protect Our Care analysis published in April 2026.” 

[Morning Star, 6/22/26] 

 

Tens Of Thousands Of People In Our Area Are Losing Their Healthcare  

 

145,000 Pennsylvanians Dropped Affordable Care Act Health Care Coverage After 

Congress Failed To Extend ACA Tax Credits 
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GoErie Headline: “Pa. Has Seen 145K Cancel ACA Coverage Amid Monthly Cost Spikes” [GoErie, 

5/13/26] 

 

GoErie: More Than 145,000 Pennsylvanians Have Dropped Their Affordable Cre Act Coverage As 

Their Premiums Shot Up. “More than 145,000 Pennsylvanians have dropped their Affordable Care Act 

coverage in recent months since their premiums shot up, representing a steady enrollment decline that 

state officials predicted would stretch well into 2026.  Roughly 60,000 of those people have exited the 

state's health insurance marketplace, or Pennie, since open enrollment ended Jan. 31, according to state 

data through April.  Pennie officials had expected these decreases after Congress declined to extend tax 

credits that made monthly payments more affordable for many coverage recipients. The lapse of these 

credits sent health premiums soaring by double on average and by more in some pockets of the state.” 

[GoErie, 5/13/26] 

 

• GoErie: The Price Increases Were A Result Of Congress Not Extending The ACA Tax Credits. 

“More than 145,000 Pennsylvanians have dropped their Affordable Care Act coverage in recent 

months since their premiums shot up, representing a steady enrollment decline that state officials 

predicted would stretch well into 2026.  Roughly 60,000 of those people have exited the state's health 

insurance marketplace, or Pennie, since open enrollment ended Jan. 31, according to state data 

through April.  Pennie officials had expected these decreases after Congress declined to extend tax 

credits that made monthly payments more affordable for many coverage recipients. The lapse of these 

credits sent health premiums soaring by double on average and by more in some pockets of the state.” 

[GoErie, 5/13/26] 

 

And Premiums Are Skyrocketing, While The Cost Of Living Continues To Increase. 

 

One Big Beautiful Bill Made Pennie Individual Marketplace Premiums Increase 102%  

 

Morning Call: “The Nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians Who Buy Their Plans Through Pennie’s 

Individual Marketplace Will See An Average 102% Increase In The Cost Of Their Premiums.” 

“The nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians who buy their plans through Pennie’s individual marketplace will 

see an average 102% increase in the cost of their premiums. But those increases vary wildly, according to 

the state; for example, a 60-year-old married couple in York County with $82,000 in annual income 

would see their yearly premiums skyrocket from $7,032 to $35,712 per year, according to state Insurance 

Department figures.” [Morning Call, 10/22/25] 

 

The Cost Of Living In Pennsylvania Was Higher As Families Struggled To Afford Health 

Care, Food, And Gas 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: “Pennsylvania Families Struggle To Afford Healthcare, Food And Gas 

As Prices Rise” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: ““Across Pennsylvania, People Are Struggling In The Wake Of 

Congressional Republicans’ Policy Decisions.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling in the 

wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal food 

assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 
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which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 

Pennsylvania Independent: “Individuals Shared Their Experiences With Rising Costs And How 

The Increases Are Harming Them And Their Families.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling 

in the wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal 

food assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 

which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 

Brian Fitzpatrick Message #5 Backup 
 

Fitzpatrick voted multiple times to rubber stamp Trump’s war in Iran which is making gas prices 

skyrocket. Fitzpatrick voted twice to rubberstamp Trump’s unnecessary, dangerous, and expensive war 

with Iran. Now, gas prices are increasing as Pennsylvanians struggle to keep up with rising costs. 

Fitzpatrick voted to spend billions of dollars on another foreign conflict instead of helping Americans at 

home. 

 

Fitzpatrick Voted Multiple Times To Rubber Stamp Trump’s War In Iran  

 

March-April 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Continue The War In Iran 

 

April 16, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. In April 2026, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “Passage of the concurrent resolution that would direct the president to 

terminate the use of U.S. armed forces from hostilities against Iran unless explicitly authorized by a 

declaration of war or specific authorization for use of military force against Iran. The measure would 

exempt the use of U.S. armed forces that may be necessary to defend the U.S. or a U.S. ally or partner 

from imminent attack.” The bill was rejected by a vote of 213-214. [H Con Res 40, Vote #114, 4/16/26; 

CQ, 4/16/26] 

  

• NBC News Headline: “House Effort To End Trump's War With Iran Fails By One Vote” [NBC 

News, 4/16/26] 

  

March 5, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted No On Removing The U.S. Armed Forces From Unauthorized 

Hostilities In Iran. On 3/5/26, Fitzpatrick voted NO on “H.Con.Res.38 - Directing the President pursuant 

to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from unauthorized 

hostilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The bill failed in the House 212-219. [U.S. House Clerk, H. 

Con. Res. 38, House Roll Call Vote 85, 3/5/26] 
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• The War Powers Resolution Would Have Required President Trump To Obtain Congressional 

Authorization For His Air War In Iran. “The U.S. House of Representatives rejected an effort on 

Thursday to stop President Donald Trump's air war on Iran and require that any hostilities against Iran 

be authorized by Congress, backing the Republican president's military campaign on the sixth day of 

the expanding conflict. The vote was 219 to 212, largely along party lines, in the House, where 

Trump's fellow Republicans control a narrow majority of seats. Two Republicans voted in favor of 

the resolution and four Democrats voted against it. […] Supporters said the resolution, by requiring 

Trump to come to Congress for a war authorization, would force him to explain to Americans why 

the U.S. is fighting and how it might end.” [Reuters, 3/6/26] 

 

Which Is Making Gas Prices Skyrocket.  

 

The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers, And Average Gasoline Prices 

Hit $4.67 A Gallon In Pennsylvania In The Summer Of 2026 

 

USA Today: The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers. “Effects of the Iran war are 

rippling beyond the Middle East and into the spending habits of American consumers, who are seeing 

price surges for gasoline and other items.  Energy prices have increased since the near-total shutdown in 

early March of the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial waterway that carries 20% of the world’s oil shipments and 

about 20% of the world’s seaborne liquified natural gas. Most of the oil is from Saudi Arabia and 

Iraq.  Oil prices began rising March 3. In the United States, average gasoline prices hit $3.59 a gallon on 

March 11.” [USA Today, 3/11/26] 

 

May 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.67 A Gallon. [AAA Fuel 

Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 

 

 
[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 

 

August 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.15 A Gallon. [AAA 

Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 
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[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 

 

CNN Headline: “The Iran War Is Making Life More Expensive For Americans” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN: The War With Iran Drove Up Prices Across The U.S. Economy, Including For Food, 

Mortgages, Gas, And Credit Cards, As Companies Have Added Surcharges To Cover For 

Increased Shipping Costs. “The war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage 

along with auto and credit card loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Average 

US gas prices topped $4 in March, according to AAA. Countries worldwide have faced gas price hikes, a 

direct result of surging crude oil prices. The spike in energy prices has shaken global markets, from stocks 

to bonds, gold and currencies. This affects both investors and consumers. Increased shipping costs have 

led to higher food prices in the US and other countries. Produce prices could also be affected by potential 

fertilizer shortages. Insurers and shipping companies have added US surcharges as diesel prices rise, 

influencing shipping rates. Flight prices are climbing worldwide as jet fuel spikes. Route changes and 

security threats, especially in the Middle East, are also affecting the tourism industry.” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Rubberstamp Trump’s Unnecessary, Dangerous, And 

Expensive War With Iran.  

 

March-April 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Continue The War In Iran 

 

April 16, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. In April 2026, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “Passage of the concurrent resolution that would direct the president to 

terminate the use of U.S. armed forces from hostilities against Iran unless explicitly authorized by a 

declaration of war or specific authorization for use of military force against Iran. The measure would 

exempt the use of U.S. armed forces that may be necessary to defend the U.S. or a U.S. ally or partner 

from imminent attack.” The bill was rejected by a vote of 213-214. [H Con Res 40, Vote #114, 4/16/26; 

CQ, 4/16/26] 

  

• NBC News Headline: “House Effort To End Trump's War With Iran Fails By One Vote” [NBC 

News, 4/16/26] 

  

March 5, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted No On Removing The U.S. Armed Forces From Unauthorized 

Hostilities In Iran. On 3/5/26, Fitzpatrick voted NO on “H.Con.Res.38 - Directing the President pursuant 
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to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from unauthorized 

hostilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The bill failed in the House 212-219. [U.S. House Clerk, H. 

Con. Res. 38, House Roll Call Vote 85, 3/5/26] 

  

• The War Powers Resolution Would Have Required President Trump To Obtain Congressional 

Authorization For His Air War In Iran. “The U.S. House of Representatives rejected an effort on 

Thursday to stop President Donald Trump's air war on Iran and require that any hostilities against Iran 

be authorized by Congress, backing the Republican president's military campaign on the sixth day of 

the expanding conflict. The vote was 219 to 212, largely along party lines, in the House, where 

Trump's fellow Republicans control a narrow majority of seats. Two Republicans voted in favor of 

the resolution and four Democrats voted against it. […] Supporters said the resolution, by requiring 

Trump to come to Congress for a war authorization, would force him to explain to Americans why 

the U.S. is fighting and how it might end.” [Reuters, 3/6/26] 

 

Trump’s War In Iran Was Criticized As An Unnecessary “War Of Choice” That Left The 

United States Without Options “Other Than Different Versions Of Catastrophic Failure”  

 

Karim Sadjapour, An Iran Expert, Described Trump’s War In Iran As A “War Of Choice.” 

“Karim Sadjadpour, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, says the 

president seems to have underestimated Iran's response to the war. Sadjadpour notes that Iran telegraphed 

from the beginning that it planned to regionalize the conflict. But, he says, ‘President Trump said that that 

took him by surprise when Iran started to attack the Persian Gulf countries or close down the Strait of 

Hormuz.’ ‘I don't think President Trump, in his own words frankly, understood what he was getting into,’ 

he adds. Sadjadpour says the war with Iran began as what he calls a ‘war of choice’ — meaning there was 

no imminent threat that Iran was about to acquire nuclear weapons or launch missile strikes on the U.S. or 

its partners. But the calculus has since changed. The Iranian government has effectively closed the Strait 

of Hormuz, a vital waterway through which approximately 20% of the world's crude oil and natural gas 

typically passes.” [NPR, 3/17/26] 

 

Washington Post Opinion: “Trump’s Reckless War, Which Has Only Empowered Iranian Hard-

Liners And Given Them A Stranglehold Over The World Economy In The Strait Of Hormuz, Has 

Left The United States With No Options Other Than Different Versions Of Catastrophic Failure.” 

“Thinking about how to get out of the dire strategic predicament that U.S. President Donald Trump has 

created with his ill-considered war in Iran brings to mind the old joke about the lost traveler who asks in a 

remote Scottish pub how to get from there to Aberdeen, to which the bartender replies: ‘Well, sir, if I 

were trying to get to Aberdeen, I would not start from here.’  Trump’s reckless war, which has only 

empowered Iranian hard-liners and given them a stranglehold over the world economy in the Strait of 

Hormuz, has left the United States with no options other than different versions of catastrophic failure. If 

Trump concedes to Iran’s main demands—including massive financial relief and sovereignty over the 

strait—he will have sacrificed the globally vital principle of freedom of navigation, empowered a 

determined and ruthless adversary, and potentially sown the seeds for future confrontations. Iran’s angry, 

vengeful leadership will not only use the new revenues to rebuild the country’s missile and drone 

programs and air defenses but also use its control of Hormuz as leverage on other issues, including 

Lebanon, relations with other Gulf states, and future nuclear negotiations.” [Washington Post, Philip H. 

Gordon Opinion, 7/24/26] 

 

The Iran War Put U.S. Service Members In Danger; With 18 Servicemembers Killed And 

More Than 750 Wounded   
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18 U.S. Service Members Died Since The U.S. Launched The War. “The number of US service 

members wounded since the start of the Iran war has passed 750, according to the Defense Department’s 

war casualty database.  The Pentagon updated the database on Wednesday, recording more than 50 

additional wounded soldiers, as talks between Tehran and DC to end the conflict remain at an 

impasse.  When totals in The Defense Casualty Analysis System for ‘Overseas Operations’ are combined 

with totals for Operation Epic Fury, 18 service members have died and 757 have been wounded since the 

US launched the war against Iran on February 28.  The Defense Department created the ‘Overseas 

Operations’ category last month in DCAS for service members killed and wounded ‘starting July 7.’ The 

Pentagon has yet to provide any additional details or specify the conflict in which the casualties have 

occurred. The July 7 date aligns with the day that President Donald Trump’s administration told Congress 

that a new conflict with Iran had begun in a War Powers Act notification.” [CNN, 8/19/26]  

 

8/21/26: More Than 750 U.S. Service Members Have Been Wounded Since The Beginning Of The 

Iran War. “The Pentagon said more than 750 U.S. service members have been wounded since the war 

against Iran began in late February.   The department updated its war casualty database this week with 

another 50 injured service members.   When totals from the Operation Epic Fury rubric are combined 

with updated figures in the ‘Overseas Operations’ category, the total number comes out to 756 wounded 

in action, according to Defense Casualty Analysis System (DCAS) data.   Last month, the Pentagon 

formed the ‘Overseas Operations’ section for casualties in the conflict ‘starting’ July 7, the same day the 

U.S. military resumed airstrikes against Iran in response to its targeting of shipping tankers in the Strait of 

Hormuz.   President Trump notified Congress that week of the resumption of hostilities, giving U.S. 

forces in the U.S. Central Command theater another 60 days to conduct kinetic action with congressional 

approval.” [The Hill, 8/21/26] 

 

The Iran War Cost Tens Of Billions Of Dollars And Was Also Expensive For American 

Consumers, Driving Up Costs Across The Economy, With Average Gasoline Prices Hitting 

$4.67 A Gallon In Pennsylvania In The Summer Of 2026  

 

The Iran War Cost $37.5 Billion As Of July 2026 

 

July 2026: The Iran War Cost $37.5 Billion According To Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. “The 

cost of the United States' war in Iran has risen to $37.5 billion so far, U.S. Defense Secretary Pete 

Hegseth said on Tuesday, as he faced skeptical lawmakers for the first time since heavy bombings 

resumed to seek urgent funding for the unpopular conflict. With just six months before midterm elections 

in which President Donald Trump's Republicans may face an uphill battle to keep their House of 

Representatives and Senate majorities, Democrats are riding high in public opinion polls as they attempt 

to link the unpopular Iran war with affordability.” [Reuters, 7/21/26] 

 

The Iran War Drove Up Costs Across The U.S. Economy Due To The Increased Costs Of Shipping 

 

CNN Headline: “The Iran War Is Making Life More Expensive For Americans” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN: The War With Iran Drove Up Prices Across The U.S. Economy, Including For Food, 

Mortgages, Gas, And Credit Cards, As Companies Have Added Surcharges To Cover For 

Increased Shipping Costs. “The war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage 

along with auto and credit card loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Average 

US gas prices topped $4 in March, according to AAA. Countries worldwide have faced gas price hikes, a 

direct result of surging crude oil prices. The spike in energy prices has shaken global markets, from stocks 

to bonds, gold and currencies. This affects both investors and consumers. Increased shipping costs have 
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led to higher food prices in the US and other countries. Produce prices could also be affected by potential 

fertilizer shortages. Insurers and shipping companies have added US surcharges as diesel prices rise, 

influencing shipping rates. Flight prices are climbing worldwide as jet fuel spikes. Route changes and 

security threats, especially in the Middle East, are also affecting the tourism industry.” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN Business: The War With Iran Has Kept Credit Card Interest Rates High, Making It More 

Difficult To Afford Routine Purchases That People Put On Credit Cards, Including Groceries. “The 

war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage along with auto and credit card 

loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Credit card rates soared in 2022 and 

2023, and the average annual rate remains above 19%.  Credit card rates have stayed elevated despite the 

Fed cutting rates a few times across 2024 and 2025. The war with Iran has not directly pushed those card 

rates higher, but it’s unlikely they’ll come down anytime soon.  Traders have dialed back expectations for 

the Fed to cut interest rates this year, with markets now anticipating the central bank will hold rates steady 

in the coming months.  ‘If the Fed keeps rates where they are and doesn’t cut, then credit card rates will 

remain elevated, making it more difficult to afford more routine purchases such as groceries or other 

spending that ends up in credit card balances,’ Stimel said.” [CNN Business, 4/9/26] 

 

The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers, And The Average Price Of Gas Rose 

To $4.67 A Gallon In The Summer Of 2026 

 

USA Today: The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers. “Effects of the Iran war are 

rippling beyond the Middle East and into the spending habits of American consumers, who are seeing 

price surges for gasoline and other items.  Energy prices have increased since the near-total shutdown in 

early March of the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial waterway that carries 20% of the world’s oil shipments and 

about 20% of the world’s seaborne liquified natural gas. Most of the oil is from Saudi Arabia and 

Iraq.  Oil prices began rising March 3. In the United States, average gasoline prices hit $3.59 a gallon on 

March 11.” [USA Today, 3/11/26] 

 

May 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.67 A Gallon. [AAA Fuel 

Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 

 

 
[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 

 

August 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.15 A Gallon. [AAA 

Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 
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[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 

 

CNN Headline: “The Iran War Is Making Life More Expensive For Americans” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN: The War With Iran Drove Up Prices Across The U.S. Economy, Including For Food, 

Mortgages, Gas, And Credit Cards, As Companies Have Added Surcharges To Cover For 

Increased Shipping Costs. “The war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage 

along with auto and credit card loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Average 

US gas prices topped $4 in March, according to AAA. Countries worldwide have faced gas price hikes, a 

direct result of surging crude oil prices. The spike in energy prices has shaken global markets, from stocks 

to bonds, gold and currencies. This affects both investors and consumers. Increased shipping costs have 

led to higher food prices in the US and other countries. Produce prices could also be affected by potential 

fertilizer shortages. Insurers and shipping companies have added US surcharges as diesel prices rise, 

influencing shipping rates. Flight prices are climbing worldwide as jet fuel spikes. Route changes and 

security threats, especially in the Middle East, are also affecting the tourism industry.” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

Now, Gas Prices Are Increasing As Pennsylvanians Struggle To Keep Up With 

Rising Costs.  

 

The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers, And The Average Price Of Gas 

Rose To $4.67 A Gallon In The Summer Of 2026 

 

USA Today: The Iran War Raised Gas Prices On American Consumers. “Effects of the Iran war are 

rippling beyond the Middle East and into the spending habits of American consumers, who are seeing 

price surges for gasoline and other items.  Energy prices have increased since the near-total shutdown in 

early March of the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial waterway that carries 20% of the world’s oil shipments and 

about 20% of the world’s seaborne liquified natural gas. Most of the oil is from Saudi Arabia and 

Iraq.  Oil prices began rising March 3. In the United States, average gasoline prices hit $3.59 a gallon on 

March 11.” [USA Today, 3/11/26] 

 

May 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.67 A Gallon. [AAA Fuel 

Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 
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[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 5/11/26] 

 

August 2026: AAA Average: Average Gas Price In Pennsylvania Rose To $4.15 A Gallon. [AAA 

Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 

 

 
[AAA Fuel Prices, Pennsylvania, accessed 8/21/26] 

 

CNN Headline: “The Iran War Is Making Life More Expensive For Americans” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 

 

CNN: The War With Iran Drove Up Prices Across The U.S. Economy, Including For Food, 

Mortgages, Gas, And Credit Cards, As Companies Have Added Surcharges To Cover For 

Increased Shipping Costs. “The war with Iran has roiled Wall Street, driving up the cost of a mortgage 

along with auto and credit card loans, making everyday life more expensive for Americans. […] Average 

US gas prices topped $4 in March, according to AAA. Countries worldwide have faced gas price hikes, a 

direct result of surging crude oil prices. The spike in energy prices has shaken global markets, from stocks 

to bonds, gold and currencies. This affects both investors and consumers. Increased shipping costs have 

led to higher food prices in the US and other countries. Produce prices could also be affected by potential 

fertilizer shortages. Insurers and shipping companies have added US surcharges as diesel prices rise, 

influencing shipping rates. Flight prices are climbing worldwide as jet fuel spikes. Route changes and 

security threats, especially in the Middle East, are also affecting the tourism industry.” [CNN Business, 

4/9/26] 
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The Cost Of Living In Pennsylvania Was Higher As Families Struggled To Afford Health 

Care, Food, And Gas 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: “Pennsylvania Families Struggle To Afford Healthcare, Food And Gas 

As Prices Rise” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 
Pennsylvania Independent: ““Across Pennsylvania, People Are Struggling In The Wake Of 

Congressional Republicans’ Policy Decisions.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling in the 

wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal food 

assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 

which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 

Pennsylvania Independent: “Individuals Shared Their Experiences With Rising Costs And How 

The Increases Are Harming Them And Their Families.” “Across Pennsylvania, people are struggling 

in the wake of congressional Republicans’ policy decisions. These include cuts to Medicaid and federal 

food assistance in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that President Donald Trump signed into law last year, 

Affordable Pennsylvania executive director Rachele Fortier said during a May 5 press call.  Fortier 

specifically criticized U.S. Reps. Ryan Mackenzie, Rob Bresnahan and Scott Perry for backing the cuts. 

The three congressmen represent districts that Democrats are hoping to flip in November’s election.  The 

offices of Mackenzie, Bresnahan and Perry did not respond to requests for comment.  During the call, 

which was held to share the stories of parents and caregivers ahead of Mother’s Day, and in subsequent 

interviews with the Pennsylvania Independent, individuals shared their experiences with rising costs and 

how the increases are harming them and their families.  Krysten Xanthis, who lives with her mom and 

earns $13 an hour as a homecare worker, said the cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

have made it especially difficult to afford food.” [Pennsylvania Independent, 5/12/26] 

 

Fitzpatrick Voted To Spend Billions Of Dollars On Another Foreign Conflict 

 

March-April 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Twice To Continue The War In Iran 

 

April 16, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted Against The Iran War Powers Resolution. In April 2026, 

Fitzpatrick voted against: “Passage of the concurrent resolution that would direct the president to 

terminate the use of U.S. armed forces from hostilities against Iran unless explicitly authorized by a 

declaration of war or specific authorization for use of military force against Iran. The measure would 

exempt the use of U.S. armed forces that may be necessary to defend the U.S. or a U.S. ally or partner 

from imminent attack.” The bill was rejected by a vote of 213-214. [H Con Res 40, Vote #114, 4/16/26; 

CQ, 4/16/26] 

  

• NBC News Headline: “House Effort To End Trump's War With Iran Fails By One Vote” [NBC 

News, 4/16/26] 
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March 5, 2026: Fitzpatrick Voted No On Removing The U.S. Armed Forces From Unauthorized 

Hostilities In Iran. On 3/5/26, Fitzpatrick voted NO on “H.Con.Res.38 - Directing the President pursuant 

to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from unauthorized 

hostilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The bill failed in the House 212-219. [U.S. House Clerk, H. 

Con. Res. 38, House Roll Call Vote 85, 3/5/26] 

  

• The War Powers Resolution Would Have Required President Trump To Obtain Congressional 

Authorization For His Air War In Iran. “The U.S. House of Representatives rejected an effort on 

Thursday to stop President Donald Trump's air war on Iran and require that any hostilities against Iran 

be authorized by Congress, backing the Republican president's military campaign on the sixth day of 

the expanding conflict. The vote was 219 to 212, largely along party lines, in the House, where 

Trump's fellow Republicans control a narrow majority of seats. Two Republicans voted in favor of 

the resolution and four Democrats voted against it. […] Supporters said the resolution, by requiring 

Trump to come to Congress for a war authorization, would force him to explain to Americans why 

the U.S. is fighting and how it might end.” [Reuters, 3/6/26] 

 

The Iran War Cost $37.5 Billion As Of July 2026 

 

July 2026: The Iran War Cost $37.5 Billion According To Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. “The 

cost of the United States' war in Iran has risen to $37.5 billion so far, U.S. Defense Secretary Pete 

Hegseth said on Tuesday, as he faced skeptical lawmakers for the first time since heavy bombings 

resumed to seek urgent funding for the unpopular conflict. With just six months before midterm elections 

in which President Donald Trump's Republicans may face an uphill battle to keep their House of 

Representatives and Senate majorities, Democrats are riding high in public opinion polls as they attempt 

to link the unpopular Iran war with affordability.” [Reuters, 7/21/26] 
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